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HARTFORD: 
PRESS   OF  CASE,  TIFFANY  AND   COMPANY. 

1850. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

GEORGE  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  President. 
RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
V.  M.  DOW,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretart. 


STAvrDivro  coihiiiittees. 

Cammiitee  of  Examination. 

GEORGE  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  ex  qfficio. 
ALVAN  TALCOTT,  M.  D. 
HIRAM  HOLT,  M.  D. 
ORSON  WOOD,  M.  D. 
P.  A.  JEWETT,  M.  D. 
BENJAMIN  WELCH,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 

WORTHINGTON  HOOKER,  M.  D. 
ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D. 
ORRIN  WITTER,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  WITTER,  M.  D. 
RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of 

Yale  College. 

ALDEN  SKINNER,  M.  D. 
ELIJAH  MIDDLEBROOK,  M.  D. 
NORMAN  LYMAN,  M.  D. 
JOHNSON  C.  HATCH,  M.  D. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D. 


At  the  Annual.  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of 
the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  held  in  the  Medical  CoU 
legCy  in  the  City  of  New  Haven,  May  8,  1850, 

The  President  being  absent,  the  Convention  was  called  to  order 
bj  the  Vice  President,  when  the  certificates  of  the  election  of  FeU 
lows  from  the  several  counties  were  presented  by  the  Secretary  and 
referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Webb,  Warner,  Down- 
ing, Beach,  Hawley,  Deming,  and  White,  who  reported  the  follow* 
ing  roll  of  members : 

Hastford  Cotmrr.  Nkw  Hawn  County. 

Lacius  Woodruff,  M.  D.,  New  Britain,'  Reynold  Webb,  M.  D.,  Mctdiion, 
Anuu  Rising,  M.  D.,  Sufitld,  *B.  H.  Catlm,  M.  D.,  W.  Meriden, 

*9abin  Stocking,  M.  D.,  Eatthwry,        £.  H.  Bishop,  M.  D.,  New  Hav9n, 
M.  W.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  Hartford,  P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  New  Haven^ 

G.  B.  Hawley,  M.  D.,  Hartford,  Joel  Canfield,  M.  D.,  Quilford, 

Xkw  LoiTDOir  CoUKTT.  Fairfxsld  CoxniTT. 

Eleaxer  B.  Downing,  M.  D.,  Pre$ton,  F.  J.  Judson,  M.  D.,  Bridgeport, 

*Wni.  Hyde,  Jr.,  M.  D.  Stonington,  Justus  Sherwood,  M.  D.,  Southport, 

Cbaancey  Burgess,  M.  D.,  Norunch,  Greorge  Blackman,  M.  D.,  Weetport, 

*Ma0on  Manning,  M.  D.,  Mfttic,  Elijah  Middlebrook,  M.  D.,  TVumbuU, 

D.  T.  Brainard,  M.  D.,  N  London.  Samuel  Beach,  M.  D.,  Bridgeport, 

MiDDUESBZ  Covhtt.  Tolland  Gountt. 

Richard  Warner,  M.  D.,  MiddUtown,    *Onin  G.  White,  M.  D.  Hebron, 
Datus  Williams,  M.  D.,  E.  Hdddam,     B.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  RockviUt, 
Rnfus  Baker,  M.  D.,  Dap  River,  Timothy  Dimock,  M.  D.,  80.  Coventrf, 

Windham  Countt.  Litchfield  CovNTr. 

Dttnl  A.  Hovey,  M.  D.,  8.  KiUinf^y,  Manly  Peters,  M.  D.,  WoodviUe, 

Sannel  Bowen,  M.  D.,  Tltompum,  Ralph  Deming,  M.  D.,  Sharon, 

Nathan  8.  Pike,  M.  D.,  Sterling,  James  Welch,  M.  D.,  fV.  Wineted, 

Wm.  Witter,  M.  D.,  WiUimantic,  G.  H.  St.  John,  M.  D.,  Oaylord^e  Bridge, 

David  £.  HaU,  M.  D.,  W.  KiUin^y.  J.  Edward  Smith,  M.  D.,  W,  Cornwall. 

*  Absent. 


The  report  of  the  committee  from  the  last  Convention,  submitting 
rules  of  order  for  the  consideration  of  the  Convention,  was  then 
read,  and  on  motion  adopted  for  the  use  of  the  present  Convention. 

Then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year ; 
when 

GEORGE  SUMNER,  M.  D.  was  re-elected  President. 

RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  "  Vice  President. 

V.  M.  DOW,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 

J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

Drs.  P.  A.  Jewett  and  Judson  were  appointed  a  Committee  on 
Unfinished  Business. 

The  Treasurer  presented  his  report,  which  was  read,  accepted, 
and  referred  to  an  Auditing  Committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Warner, 
Woodrufi*,  Bishop,  Brainard,  Deming,  Witter,  Middlebrook  and 
White. 

Abstract  of  Treasurer's  Report,^^Financial  Summary. 

Cash  in  Treasury, $123  06| 

Due  from  Clerks,  good  and  bad,  .  81,343  81 

Deducting  one-third  of  the  whole  for  bad 

debts,  commissions,  abatements,  &c.  447  04 

895  87 


Leaves  a  balance  of  81,018  03^ 

The  Society  owes. 

For  outstanding  debentures, 8296  00 

To  J.  B.  Whitcomb,  overpayment,  ....        4  45-J- 

Balance  in  favor  of  Society, 716  48 


81,018  93^ 


Of  the  outstanding  debentures, 
Amount  issued  in  May  last^        .        •         .     8156  00 

0    Redeemed  within  the  year, 8226  37^ 

Excess  redeemed  over  amount  issued,  .        70  37^ 

8226  87^ 

Dr.  Jewett,  from  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business,  reported 
that  the  only  business  which  came  before  the  present  Conven- 
tion  from  the  last,  was  the  action  of  the  several  counties  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Convention  of  1849,  on 


ttlteratioDs  and  amendments  to  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Report  accepted  and  committee  discharged. 

Voted,  That  the  papers  presented  by  the  Treasurer  be  referred 
to  the  Auditing  Committee. 

Drs.  Judson,  St.  John  and  Buigess  were  appointed  a  Committee 
on  Debentures. 

Drs.  firainard,  Hawley,  Blackman  and  Witter  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  report  the  names  of  Delegates  to  the  National  Conven- 
tion in  May  1851. 

Drs.  Webby  Wilson,  Hyde,  Welch,  Bowen,  Sherwood,  Baker  and 
Dimock,  on  gratuitous  students. 

Drs.  Jewett,  Middlebrook,  Stocking,  Smith,  Hall,  Wiriiams  and 
Comings,  on  honorary  degrees  and  honorary  membership. 

Dr.  Brainard,  from  Committee  on  Delegates  to  the  National  Con- 
vention, reported  the  names  of  Rufus  Blakeman,  P.  A.  Jewett, 
Worthington  Hooker  and  J.  G.  Beck  with. 

Report  accepted  and  they  were  accordingly  appointed. 

Drs.  Brainard,  Hawley,  Bishop,  Beach,  Peters,  Pike,  Warner  and 
Dimock  were  then  appointed  to  report  the  name  of  a  Dissertator  for 
the  next  Convention. 

Dr.  Witter  then  presented  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  of  Examination,  which  was  read,  accepted,  and  ordered 
Co  be  placed  on  file. 

Dr.  Brainard,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  Dis- 
ertator  to  the  next  Convention,  reported  the  name  of  Frederick  J. 
Judson,  M.  D.,  of  Bridgeport,  as  Dissertator.  Dr.  Judson,  having 
stated  to  the  Convention  that  the  state  of  his  health  might  render 
the  fulfillment  of  his  appointment  impracticable,  the  report  w^  re- 
committed to  the  committee,  whereupon  they  amended  the  report 
by  inserting  the  name  of  V.  M.  Dow,  M.  D.,  as  his  substitute. 

Report  accepted. 

Dr.  Jewett,  from  the  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Hono- 
rary Membership,  reported  the  names  of  Dr.  Merrill  W.  Williams, 
of  New  York  city,  and  Adonijah  White,  of  Andover,  for  the  hono- 
rary degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  to  be  recommended  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  Yale  College  for  appointment.  Also  the  name 
of  James  M.  Smith,  M.  D.,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  for  honorary  mem- 
bership. 

Report  accepted,  and  on  balloting  it  appeared  that  they  were  sev- 
erally elected  as  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  P.  M. 
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Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Johnqon  C.  Hatch,  M.  D.,  read  a  Dissertation  on  the  Importance 
of  a  Knowledge  of  the  Principles  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  to  the 
Physician. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beach,  voted,  That  the  thank»of  this  Conven- 
tion he  tendered  to  Dr.  Hatch  for  his  able  and  interesting  address, 
and  that  it  be  published  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention.* 

The  Convention  the|i  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  stand- 
ing committees,  as  follows : 

In  the  Committee  of  Examination,  by  die  election  of  P.  A.  Jewett 
M.  D.,  and  Benjamin  Welch,  M.  D. 

On  motion,  the  balloting  was  postponed  until  Thursday  morning. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wilson,  the  Convention  then  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  action  of  the  several  counties  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  alterations  and  amendments  to  the  Constitution  and  By- 
laws of  the  Society. 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  considered  by  sections. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  first  section  of  the  report,  increasing 
the  number  of  Fellows  from  five  to  ten,  excepting  in  the  counties  of 
Middlesex  and  Tolland,  which  were  increased  from  three  to  six. 

Af^er  some  discussion,  the  following  amendment  was  proposed  by 
Dr.  Bishop,  having  been  passed  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  New 
Haven  County  Medical  Society,  viz : 

"  That  the  members  of  each  county  may  appoint  a  number  of  Fel- 
lows in  the  proportion  of  one  Fellow  to  every  eight  members  of 
such  county  who  shall  have  paid  all  taxes  which  may  have  been 
duly  laid  by  the  Society,  or  who  shall  have  been  legally  exempted 
from  such  payment ;  provided,  that  no  County  Society  shall  be  en- 
titled to  more  than  eight  nor  less  than  three  members." 

After  the  resolution  and  the  amendment  had  been  discussed,  Dr. 
Jewett  proposed  the  following  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Dr. 
Bishop,  viz : 

That  each  county  be  allowed  one  delegate  to  every  five  tax  pay- 
ing members ;  but  that  no  county  be  allowed  more  than  eight  nor 
less  than  five  members. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Coming,  the  proposed  amendments  were  laid 
upon  the  table. 

*  The  printing  and  distribution  of  the  proceedings  have  been  delayed  several 
weeks,  by  the  Secretary,  in  consequence  of  not  having  before  received  a  oopy 
of  the  address  which  was  requested  by  the  Convention. 


On  motion  of  Dr.  Witter,  the  whole  subject  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  A.  M. 
of  Thursday. 

Thursday^  May  dth. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion,  proceeded  to  fill  the  remainder  of  the  vacancies,  in 
the  standing  committees. 

The  vacancies  in  the  Standing  Committee  to  nominate  Physician 
to  the  Retreat,  by  the  election  of  William  Witter,  M.  D.,  and  Rufus 
Blakeman,  M.  D. 

In  the  Standing  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College,  by  the  election  of  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  M. 
D.,  and  J.  6.  Beckwith,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Webb,  from  the  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students,  reported 
that  the  following  gentlemen  were  recommended  from  the  several 
counties,  viz : 

Hartford  County,  '       Warner,  East  Windsor, 

New  London  County,     Orlando  Brown. 
Windham  County,  Gideon  B.  Perry. 

Litchfield  County,  Samuel  Catlin,  Jr.,  Litchfield. 

Middlesex  County,  RichifFd  M.  Buell. 

New  Haven  County,       Henry  Eddy.  • 

Fairfield  County,  Storrs  Hail,  NorwaJk. 

The  vacancy  in  Tolland  County  was  filled  by  the  name  of  Fisk 
Shailor,  of  Saybrook.- 

Dr.  Warner,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Treasurer's  report, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read,  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Oo  nootion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  rules  of  order  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Constitution  and  By>laws,  were  adopted  as  the  stand- 
ing rules  of  the  Society,  and  ordered  to  be  published  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Judson,  from  the  Committee  on  Debentures,  made  a  report, 
which  was  accepted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  paid. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  Treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  such  members  of  the  Committee  on  the  revision  of  the 
Constitution  and  By-laws  as  attended  to  the  duties  assigned  them  by 
the  Convention. 

Voted^  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  laid  upon  each 
member  of  the  Society,  payable  on  and  after  the  1st  of  June  next. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted, 
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Tiz :  That  a  Committee  of  one  from  a  county  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  changes,  if  any  be  deemed  necessary,  in  the 
Constitution  and  By-laws  of  this  Society ;  said  Committee  to  confer 
with  the  different  counties  on  the  subject,  and  report  to  the  next 
Convention. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  said  committee,  viz: 
New  Haven  County,  Jonathan  Knight ;  Hartford  County,  Archibald 
Welch;  New  London  County,  Dyer  T.  Brainard;  Windham 
County,  William  Witter ;  Middlesex  County,  Richard  Warner ; 
Fairfield  County,  Elijah  Middlebrook ;  Litchfield  County,  J.  G. 
Beck  with ;  Tolland  County,  Timothy  Dimock. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  furnish  said  Committee  with  all 
the  papers  on  this  subject  now  before  the  Convention. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Convention,  it  ad- 
journed sine  die, 

AUesU    JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  Secretary. 
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!£RS  OF  THE  SOCIETT. 


BONOKAKT  mkH^IM^ 


•FELIX  PASCALIS, 
JAMES  JACKSON, 
JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
•SAMUEL  L.  MITCHELL, 
•DAVID  HOSACK, 
•WRIGHT  POST, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN, 
•GEORGE  ITCLELLAN, 
•JOHN  MACKIE, 
•CHARLES  ELDREDGE, 
THEODORE  ROMEYN  BECK, 
•JAMES  THATCHER, 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD, 
JOHN  DELAMATER, 
•WILLIAM  P.  DEWEES, 
•JOSEPH  WHITE, 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
WALTER  CHANNING, 
•PHILIP  SYNG  PHYSICK, 
•LEWIS  HEERMANN, 
DANIEL  DRAKE, 
•HENRY  MITCHELL, 
NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
•SAMUEL  WHITE, 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY, 
WILLIAM  TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
•SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD, 
•JOHN  STEARNS, 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS, 
•HENRY  GREEN, 
•GEORGE  FROST, 
WILLARD  PARKER, 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR,    . 
ALDEN  MARCH, 
AMOS  TWITCHELL, 
CHARLES  A.  LEE, 
DAVID  S.  C.  H.  SMITH, 
JAMES  M.  SMITH, 


New  York. 
Boston,  Mass. 

New  York. 

«c  « 
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New  Hayen. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Plymouth,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Cleaveland,  Ohio. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Cherry  VaUey,  N.  Y. 
Boston,  Mass. 
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Philadelphia,  Pa. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Norwich,  N.  Y. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
New  York. 
Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
New  Haven. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Northampton,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Deerfield,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Springfield,  Mass. 
New  York. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Keene,  N.  H. 
New  York. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Springfield,  Mass. 


OKDINART  MEMBERS. 


I    <i^ii    I 


The  names  qf  those  Members  toho  are  exempt  from  taxation  hy  age^ 
are  in  itaUes  :  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  Presidents  qf  the 
Society^  are  in  capitals. 


HARTFOSO   COUNTY. 


GURDON  W.  RUSSELL,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


A.  W.  Babrows,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


HAmxFORD,  GBORGE  SUMNER, 
Henry  Holmes,  Samyel  B.  Beresford, 
George  B.  Hawley,  Gurdon  W.  Rus- 
sell, David  Crary,  P.  W.  Ellsworth, 
Benjamin  Rogen,  E.  K.  Hunt,  John 
S.  Butler,  H.  A.  Grant,  Norman  K. 
Johnson,  J.  C.  Jackson,  A.  W.  Bar- 
rows, Thomas  Miner,  M.  W.  Wilson, 
ARGHIBILD  WELCH. 

WtMt  Hartfordy  Edward  Brace. 

AvoKy  Alfred  Kellogg. 

Bekldi,  Horatio  Gridley,  E.  Brandegee, 
Jr. 

Nkw  BftiTAni,  Samutl  Harty  Lucins 
Woodruff,  E.  D.  Babcock,  P.  G. 
Rockwell. 

BixmiiFiKLD,  John  F.  Wells. 

Beistol,  Joseph  W.  Camp. 

BumLiROToic,  William  Elton,  2d. 

Cahton,  Benadam  Kasson,  Thomas  G. 
Hazen. 

CdUmvilU,  RusseU  H.  Tiffany,  O.  B. 
Freeman.      • 

£a8T  HAMffofb,  Eli  HaU,  Seth  L. 
Child. 

East  Wihmob,  Hiram  Watson. 

Broad  Brookt  Marcus  L.  Fisk. 

Warthouu  Point,  Joseph  Olmsted. 

Enfixld,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L.  Spald- 
ing. 

JhomptonviOe,  Stephen  G.  Risley. 


Farmikoton,    Asahel    Thompson,  E. 

W.  Carrington,  Chauncey  Brown. 
PUiinviUe,  G,  A.  Moody. 
UnionvilU,  Wm.  H.  Sage. 
Glastenburt,  Ralph   Carter,   Clinton 

Bunce. 
South   Glattenhwry,   Roswell  Hawley, 

Luman  J.  Andrus,  Henry  Gilbert. 
MUntbwry,  Sabin  Stocking. 
Gbanbt,  Jairus  Case,  Jot.  F.  Jewett. 
North  Oranby,  E.  F.  Erving. 
East  Oranby,  Chester  Hamlin. 
fVett  Oranby,  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 
Manchestkr,    William   C.    Williams, 

WiUiam  Scott. 
RocKT  Hill,  Sylvetter  Bulkley. 
Simsbury,  Roderick  A.  White. 
TariffvUUy  Geo.  W.   Sanford,  Charles 

W.  Ensign. 
SouTHiRttTON,  Julius  S.  Bames,  

ByingtoUk 
South    Windsor,  Horace  C.  Gillette, 

Sidney  Rockwell,  William  Wood. 
SvFPixLD,  Ataph  L,  Bi$aeU,  Samuel  6. 

Low,  Aretus  Rising. 
Wethbrsfixlo,   £.    F.  Cooke,   A.  S. 

Warner. 
Windsor,   JVUliam  S,  Pierton,  Theo- 
dore Sill,  Graham  Lee. 
Windsor  Locks,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 
Poquonock,  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 
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KKW  HAVEN  COUNTY. 

ISAAC  GOODSELL,  M.  D.,  Chainnaii. 
David  A.  Tyler»  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Nsw  Havsn,  Eli  Ivei,  T.  P.  Beers, 
Jonathan  Knight,  Samuel  Punder- 
flon,  V.  M.  Uow,  A.  S.  Monson, 
Charles  Hooker,  H.  B.  Porter,  Na- 
than B.  Ives,  E.  H.  Bishop,  E.  D. 
North,  J.  A.  Totten,  A.  C.  Blakeslee, 
L.  A.  Thomas,  Levi  Ives,  Pliny  A. 
Jewett,  J.  T.  Hotchkiss,  D.  L.  Dag- 
gett, George  O.  Sumner,  D.  A.  Tyler, 
Henry  Bronson,  E.  A.  Park,  N.  W. 
Taylor,  Jr.,  H.  A.  Carrington,  A. 
Moody,  W.  J.  Whiting,  S.  G.  Hub- 
bard, H.  W.  £.  Matthews. 

WtstviUtt  Samuel  Lloyd. 

Fair  Haven,  C.  S.  Thompson,  J.  H. 
Beecher,  W.  M.  White,  Lyman  Par- 
ker. 

BxTHAiTT,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Bkanfokd,  Willoughby  L.  Lay. 

Chbshibe,  A.  J.  Driggs,  Nehemiah 
Banks. 

Derby,  S.  H.  Catlin. 

Antonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 

Birmingham^  Ambrose  Beardsley,  T. 
Dutton. 

HumjihrtywiUt,  Ahiram  Stoddard, 
Sheldon  C.  Johnson,  Joshua  Kendall, 
Thomas  Stoddard. 


East  Haven,  Bela  Famham, 

Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,  Elisha  Hutch- 
inson, Alvan  Talcott. 

Madison,  Reynold  Webb. 

Mkriden,  Gardiner  Barlow. 

1Ve$t  Meriden,  B.  H.  Catlin,  Edward 

■    W.  Hatch. 

YaUtvilU,  C.  B.  McCarty. 

Middlebury, 

MiLFORD,  Andrew  French,  Hull  Allen, 
L.  N.  Beardsley. 

Nauoatuck,  J.  D.  Mears,  Timothy 
Langdon. 

North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 

North  Haven,  C.  B.  Foote. 

Oxford,  Noah  Stone,  John  Lounsbury. 

SouTHBURY,  A.  B.  Burritt. 

South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 

Wallinoford,  B.  H.  Harrison,  S.  W. 
Clark. 

Waterburt,  Joteph  Porter,  Daniel 
Porter,  Jr.,  M.  C.  Leavenworth,  G. 
L.  Piatt,  W.  W.  Rodman,  John  Dei- 
con,  George  E.  Perkins,  M.  H.  Per- 
kins. 

WooDBRiDOE,  liaae  OoodseU,  Andrew 
Castle. 

Wolcott,  Henry  Byington. 


V^'^^^^^^ 


^^^^N»^rf^<»l^l^»*^A#MM^ 


NEW  LONDON    COUNTY. 

NATHANIEL  S.  PERKINS,  M.*  D.,  Chairman. 
Seth  Smith,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Archibald  Mercer,  Dyer 
T.  Brainard,  Nathaniel  S.  Perkins, 
James  Morgan,  Isaac  G.  Porter, 
Wm.  W.  Miner,  James  Rogers,  Seth 
Smith,  C.  T  Cone,  D.  P.  Francis, 
Archibald  T.  Douglass,  Albert  Wit- 
ter, Albert  Hobson. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Worth- 
ington  Hooker,  Chauncey  Burgess, 
Elijah  Dyer,  Jr.,  Elisha  Pinney, 
Benjamin  T.  Roath,  Jonathan  W. 
Biooks,  B.  F.  Barker,  Ashbel  B. 
Haile,  John  D.  Ford,  Robert  A  Man- 
waring,  Jeremiah  King,  Edwin 
Bentley,  Benjamin  S.  Dean. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,    Ezekiel     W,     Panont, 
Frederick  Morgan. 
East  Lyme,  John  L,  Smith,  Austin 
F.  Perkins. 

Franelin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Geiswold. 

Jewett  City,  Alonzo  Fuller. 

GsoToir,  Joseph  Durfee. 


Portertvilie,  John  O.  Miner,  Elias  F. 

Coats. 
Lebanon,    Joteph    Comttock,  Erattua 

Oigood,  Richard  P.  Green. 
Led YARD. 

ChUet*  Ferry,  Rufus  W.  Matthewson. 
Lisbon,  Vine  Smith. 
Lyme,  Richard  Noyet,  John  Noyes. 
North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 
Montville,  Ephraim  Fellowt,  Samuel 

E.  Maynard,  Elisha  Hewitt. 
UncamiUe,  Jedediah  R.  Gay,  John  C. 

Bolles. 
North,  Stoninoton,  Thomas  P.  Wat- 
-  ties,  Alvah  Gray.     ^^ 
Preston,  Avery  Dotmerl^  EUazer  B, 

Downing. 
Poquetannock,  H.  W.  Coats. 
Salem,  John  P.  Fuller. 
Stoninoton,  Wm.  Hyde,  George  E. 

Palmer,  Wm.  Hyde,  Jr. 
Myttie,  Mason  Manning. 
Bambmrgi  Wm.  A.  Babcock. 
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PAIEPIILD  OOUMTT. 

E.  MIDDLEBROOK,  M.  P.,  Chainnan. 
Samukl  Bbach,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Faibfixu>,  Jeremiah  T.  Denison,  S.  P. 

V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 
Qrun/Sdd,  Rains  Blakeman. 
Stmtkportt  Justns  Sherwood. 
BaiDaKPOBT,    Samuel   Beach,   D.   H. 

Nash,  William  L.  Watson,  Frederick 

J.  Judaon,  L.  W.Burritt,  Wm.  Nash. 
BaooKFncLD,    Nook  A,  Laetf,  A.  L. 

Williama. 
DAiiauBT,  it.  ir.  Boirfcrd,  E.  P.  Bennett. 
Bttkd^  H.  N.  Bennett,  J.  S.  Andrews. 
Daeikr,  Warwtn  Perctval. 
Eastoic*  LloyviSeeley,  James  Baldwin. 
HuimimToif ,  James  H.  Shelton. 
Mohbob,  Stuxges  Bulkley,  Salmon  H. 
*    HalL 
Nbw  Canaak,  SawmU  8.  Noifu,  Lewis 

Richards. 


Nbwtowr,  Cyrenins  H.  Booth,  E. 
Irwin,  G^rge  Judson. 

NOBWAI.X,  John  A.  McLean,  Ira  Greg- 
ory. 

RxDOiNa,  Charles  Gorham. 

Rij)SEPiBU>,  Nehemiah  Perry. 

Sherman,  Dana  W.  Northrop... 

Stamford,  Chauncey  Ayres,  N.  D. 
Haight. 

SxRATPORD,  William  T.  Shelton,  John 
Goulding.  , 

Trumbull,  ELIJAH  MIDDLE* 
BROOit  George  Dyer. 

Westport,     George     Blackman,    J. 

Jauncey. 
WiLToif ,  Sylvester  Mead. 


WIlfDHAM  COUNTY. 

LORENZO  MARCY,  M.  D.,  Chainnan. 
Jambs  B.  Whitcomb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


BEooBi.Tif,  James  B.  Whitcomb,  Dan- 
iel M.  Hale,  WiUiam  Woodbridge. 

AsaroBLD,  John  H.  Simmons. 

CAimntBUBY,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Joseph 
Palmer. 

Cbapi.111,  Orrin  Witter. 

HAMTToif,  Dyer  Hughes. 

KnxjiiGLT,  Jastin  Hammond. 

North  KUlingly,  Fenner  H.  Peckham. 

auadt  KUlin^y,  Daniel  A.  Hovey. 

JVett  KUUn^y,  David  E.  Hall,  Samuel 
Hntchins,  Stephen  C.  Griffgs. 

W^tkimmmvijEti,  Henry  W.  Hough, 
Thomas  W.  Perry. 

DajfiviOe,  Charles  H.  FuUei . 

Pladifibld,  William  H.  Cogswell. 


PlainJUld,  Cinfl  P,  C^Mony  Bwrgtu^ 
Elij.  Baldwin,  Jr.,  Horace  Bunress. 

PoMFBET,  Hiram  Holt,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams. 

Stbrlins,  Nathan  S.  Pike. 

Thompson,  Samuel  Bowen. 

Voluntown,  Harvey  Campbell. 

Windham,  Chattr  Hunt,  De  Witt  C. 
Lathrop. 

IViUimantie^  WiUiam  Witter,  John 
Hill,  Jr. 

Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 

Woodstocr,  North,  Asa  Witter. 

South  WoodMtoek,  Lorenzo  Marcy. 

IVtMt  WoodMtoek,  Milton  Bradford, 
Charles  H.  Rogers. 

Eastpobd,  Henry  Gray. 


WMVMWV«MMMM.«MMMM^MM* 


LITCHFIBLD  COUNTY. 

B.  B.  NORTH,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

GsoBOB  Setmottb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


LrrcBnxLD,  WILLIAM  BUEL, 
Samud  Bud,  J.  G.  Beckwith,  George 
8eTmour,D.E.  Boetwiok,  Chs.  Vail. 

Somtk  FiarmM,  Garnr  H.  Miner. 

BABKHmiWBD,  F.  0.  Graham. 


Bethlw,J(|.  G.  Bissell. 
Bbidciewateb,  Horace  Judson. 
Canaan,  A.  A.  Wright,  George  Adam, 

Ithamer  H.  Smith. 
$outh  Canaan^  John  A.  Gillett. 
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KKW  HAVEN  COUNTY. 

ISAAC  GOODSELL,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
David  A.  Tylek,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Havsn,  Eli  Ive$,  T.  P.  Beers, 
Jonathan  Knight,  Samuel  Punder- 
flon,  v.  M.  Lk)w,  A.  S.  Monson, 
Charles  Hooker,  H.  B.  Porter,  Na- 
than B.  Ives,  E.  H.  Bishop,  E.  D. 
North,  J.  A.  Totten,  A.  C.  Blakeslee, 
L.  A.  Thomas,  Levi  Ives,  Pliny  A. 
Jewett,  J.  T.  Hotchkiss,  D.  L.  Dag- 

g^tt,  George  O.  Sumner,  D.  A.  Tyler, 
enry  Bronson,  E.  A.  Park,  N.  W. 
Taylor,  Jr.,  H.  A.  Carrington,  A. 
Moody,  W.  J.  Whiting,  S.  G.  Hub- 
bard, H.  W.  E.  Matthews. 

WutviiUy  Samuel  Lloyd. 

Fair  Havens  C.  S.  Thompson,  J.  H. 
Beecher,  W.  M.  White,  Lyman  Par- 
ker. 

BsTHANT,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branfokd,  Willoughby  L.  Lay. 

Cheshibe,  a.  J.  Driggs,  Nehemiah 
Banks. 

Deeby,  S.  H.  Catlin. 

Afwrnia^  Samuel  P.  Church. 

Utrmtng^am,  Ambrose  Beardsley,  T. 
Dutton. 

Mumphreytville,  Abiram  Stoddard, 
Sheldon  C.  Johnson,  Joshua  Kendall, 
Thomas  Stoddard. 


East  Haven,  Btla  Famham, 
GuiLPOED,  Joel  Canfield,  Elisha  Hutch- 
inson, Alvan  Talcott. 
Madison,  Reynold  Webb. 
Mgriden,  Gardiner  Barlow. 
West  Meriden,  B.  H.  Catlin,  Edward 
*   W.  Hatch. 
YaUtviUe,  C.  B.  McCarty. 

MiDDLBBUEY, 

MiLFOED,  Andrew  French,  Hull  Allen, 
L.  N.  Beardsley. 

Nauoatuce,  J.  D.  Mears,  Timothy 
Langdon. 

North  Beanpoed,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 

NoETH  Haven,  C.  B.  Foote. 

Ozpoed,  Noah  Stone,  John  Lounsbury. 

SouTHBUEY,  A.  B.  Burritt. 

South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 

Walldiofoed,  B.  H.  Harrison,  S.  W. 
Clark. 

Wateebuey,  Jouph  Porter,  Daniel 
Porter,  Jr.,  M.  C.  Leavenworth,  G. 
L.  Piatt,  W.  W.  Rodman,  John  Del- 
con,  George  £.  Perkins,  M.  H.  Per- 
kins. 

Woodbeidoe,  leaae  OooduU,  Andrew 
Castle. 

WoLcoTT,  Henry  Byington. 


NEW   LONDON    COUNTY. 

NATHANIEL  S.  PERKINS,  M.*  D.,  Chairman. 
Seth  Smith,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  ArchibM  Mercer,  Dyer 
7.  Brainard,  Nathaniel  S.  Perkins, 
James  Morgan,  Isaac  G.  Porter, 
Wm.  W.  Miner,  James  Rogert,  Seth 
Smith,  C.  T  Cone,  D.  P.  Francis, 
Archibald  T.  Douglass,  Albert  Wit- 
ter, Albert  Hobson. 

NoEwicH,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Worth- 
ington  Hooker,  Chauncey  Burgess, 
Elijah  Dyer,  Jr.,  Elisha  Pinney, 
Benjamin  T.  Roath,  Jonathan  W. 
Brooks,  B.  F.  Barker,  Ashbel  B. 
Haile,  John  D.  Ford,  Robert  A  Man- 
Mraring,  Jeremiah  King,  Edwin 
Bentley,  Benjamin  S.  Dean. 

BozEAH,  Samuel  Johnson. 

C0LCBE8TBE,    Ezekiel     IV.    Parsom, 
Frederick  Morgan. 
East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Austin 
F.  Perkins. 

Feahelin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Geiswold. 

Jewett  City,  Aionso  Fuller. 

Gbotoit,  Joseph  Durfee. 


PortereviUe,  John  O.  Miner,  Elias  F. 

Coats. 
Lebanon,    Joteph    Comstock,  Eroitne 

Oigood,  Richard  P.  Green. 
Lbdyaed. 

CSfo/fs*  Ferry,  Rufus  W.  Matthewson. 
Lisbon,  Vine  Smith. 
Lyme,  Richard  Noyet,  John  Noyes. 
North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 
MoNTviLLE,  Ephraim  Fellowe,  Samuel 

E.  Maynard,  Elisha  Hewitt. 
UncatviUe,  Jedediah  R.  Gay,  John  C. 

Bolles. 
North,  Stoninoton,  Thomas  P.  Wat- 
•  ties,  Alvah  Gray.     ^^^ 
Pebbton,  Avery  Doumefi  Eleaxer  B. 

Downing. 
Poquetannock,  H.  W.  Coats. 
Salem,  John  P.  Fuller. 
Stoninoton,  Wm.  Hyde,  George   E. 

Palmer,  Wm.  Hyde,  Jr. 
Mywtie,  Mason  Manning. 
Hambmrg,  Wm.  A.  Babcock. 


f.- 
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FAUFIKLD  COUNTY. 

E.  MIDDLEBROOK,  M.  X)„  Chainnan. 
Samvsl  Bbacb,  M.  D.»  Clerk. 


Fjjstield,  Jeremiali  T.  DeniBon,  S.  P. 

V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 
Ortenfieldj  Rufas  Blakeman. 
Somtkpori,  Juttus  Sheirwood. 
BBJD0KPOKT,   Samuel  Beach,   D.   H. 

Mash,  WiUiam  L.  Watson,  Frederick 

J.  Judson,  L.  W.  Burritt,  Wm.  Nash. 
BxooKFizLD,    Noah  A.  Lacty^  A.  L. 

Williams. 
Bahbitrt,  R.  B.  Bftttfmrdt  E.  P.  Bennett 
Btiktl,  H.  N. Bennett,  J.  S.Andrews.  . 
DAKnic,  Warrtn  Pereival, 
Eastosc,  Lloyd  Seeley ,  James  Baldwin. 
HusnuaTON,  James  H.  Shelton. 
M omuxB,  Storges  Bulkley,  Salmon  H. 
*    HaU. 
Nkw  Caraah,  Samrnd  8.  Nofttf  Lewis 

Richaidj. 


Nbwtowr,  Gyrenius  H.  Booth,  E. 
Irwin,  George  Judson. 

N0BWAI.Z,  John  A.  McLean,  Ira  Greg- 
ory. 

RsDDnro,  Charles  Gorham. 

RuMXF uu>,  Nehemiah  Perry. 

Shsrmaic,  Dana  W.  Northrop. «. 

Stampoejd,  Chauncey  Ayres,  N.  D. 
Haight. 

Stratpokd,  William  T.  Shelton,  John 
Goulding.  , 

Trumbull,  ELIJAH  MIDDLE' 
BROOIt,  George  Dyer. 

Wbstport,  George  Blackman,  J. 
Jaunc^y. 

Wilton,  Sylvester  Mead. 


WIIIDHAM  COUNTY. 

LORENZO  MARCY,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Jamss  B.  Wbitcoxb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


BaooKLTif,  James  B.  Whitcomb,  Dan- 
iel M.  Hale,  WiUiam  Woodbridge. 

AssroBD,  John  H.  Simmons. 

CAirTBB«rBT,  Elijah  Baldwint  Joseph 
F^dmer. 

Chaplih,  Orrin  Witter. 

Haicfton,  Dyer  Hughes. 

KiLLisioLT,  Justin  Hammond. 

North  JCiUinglf,  Fenner  H.  Peckham. 

SotUk  Kiilinglf,  Daniel  A.  Hovey. 

ITcsf  MraUn^y,  David  E.  Hall,  Samuel 
Hutchlns,  Stephen  C.  Griggs. 

HrmnnmmvOU,  Henry  W.  Hough, 
Thomas  W.  Perry. 

DmfwvilU,  Charles  H.  Fuller. 

PLAnfTisU),  William  H.  Cogswell. 


Piainjield,  Cental  P.  O.^Mortf  Burgua, 
Elij.  Baldwin,  Jr.,  Horace  Bursess. 

PoMFBXT,  Hiram  Holt,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams. 

Stkblius,  Nathan  S.  Pike. 

Thompson,  Samuel  Bowen. 

VoLUNTOWN,  Harvey  Campbell. 

Windham,  Chater  Hunt,  De  Witt  C. 
Lathrop. 

WiUimtmtie,  William  Witter,  John 
Hill,  Jr. 

Seotlaiulf  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 

Woodstock,  North,  Asa  Witter. 

South  WoodMtoek,  Lorenzo  Marcy. 

We§t  Woodstock,  Milton  Bradford, 
Charles  H.  Rogers. 

Eastpo&d,  Henry  Gray. 


WMVMWV«MMMM.«MMMM^MM* 


LITCHFIELD   COUNTY. 

B.  B.  NORTH,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

GsoBOx  SsTMOUK,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Lrcrpblo,  WILLIAM  BUEL, 
Bamud  Bud,  J.  G.  Beckwith,  George 
Sepnour,D.  E.  Bostwick,  Chs.  Vail. 

80mA  Farm$,  Ganry  H.  Miner. 

Babsbamrxd,  F.  6.  Graham. 


B«thlhk,jC{.  G.  Bissell. 
Bbidoewatbk,  Horace  Judson. 
Canaan,  A.  A.  Wright,  George  Adam, 

Ithamer  H.  Smith. 
Bouth  Camaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 
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CoRNWALLiBurritt  B.  North. 

IVeit  Cornwall,  Samuel   W.  Gold,  I. 

£.  Smith. 
North  ComtDoU, 

COLEBSOOK, 

Qaylord't  Bridge,    Gamaliel   H.    St. 

John. 
G08BBN,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
Habwiwton, 
Kent,    IVelU    Bearddey,   Johnson  C. 

Hatch,  Eliada  Osborn. 
New  Hartford,  Centre, 
New  Milpord,  Jehitl  WiUiami,  Wm. 

B.  Lacy. 
Norfolk,  William  W.  Welch. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  Hollow,  William  Woodruff. 


RozBURT,  Myron  Downs. 

Salisbury,  O.  Plumb,  Wm.  Warden. 

Lakeville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauncey 
Reed. 

WolcottviUe,  Erastus  Bancroft. 

Warren,  Norman  Lyman. 

WoodviUe,  Man]y  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

West  Winsted,  James  Welch,  H.  G. 
Westlake,  John  L.  Wakefield. 

Woodbury,  Rotwdl  Abemethy,  Chas. 
H.  Webb. 

Terryville, 


i^^»#^^N.i  "^  ^■^- 1 


-^^0*^^^^^^ 


MIDDLESEX   COUNTY. 


RUFUS  TURNER,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
G.  C.  H.  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


MroDLETOWN,  Richard  Warner,  Joseph 
Barrett,  Charles  Woodward,  William 
B.  Casey,  David  Harrison,  Hamilton 
Brewer,  Franklm  Woodruff, 

Chatham,  Francis  G.  Edgcrton. 

Middle  Haddam,  Albert  B.  Worthing- 
ton. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  H.  Hubbard. 

Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 

East  Haddam,  Ata  M.  Holt,  Datus 
Williams,  Elisha  B.  Nye. 


Haddam,  Ira  Hutchinson. 
Higganum,  William  H.  Trcmaine, 
KiLLiNOWORTH,  Rufus  Tumcr. 
Portland,  George  O.  Jarvis,  Stephen 

A.  Fuller,  G.  C.  H.  Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Euex,  Alexander  H.  Hough,  Frederick 

W.  Shepard. 
Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 
Westbrook,  Horace  Burr, Way. 


TOLLAND   COUNTY. 


ORSON  WOOD,   M.   D.,   Chairman. 
Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,  Ahijah  Ladd,  Oliver  K. 
Isham,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 

Andover,  Adonijah  White. 

Bolton,  Orrin  Hunt,  Charles  F.  Sum- 
ner. 

Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 

Coventry,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 

South  Coventry,  Timothy  Dimock,  H. 
M.  Booth. 

Ellington,  AUen  Hyde,  J.  H.  Man- 
ning. )u  >• 

Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin 
C.  White.  EUjah  A.  Woodward. 


Mansfield,  North,  Norman  Brigham, 
Wm.  H.  Richardson,  Albert  Mor- 
rison. 

South  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 

SoMERS,  Orson  Wood,  Erasmus  E. 
Hamilton. 

Stafford,  East,  William  N.  Clark, 
Eleazer  S.  Beebe, 

Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 

Union,  E.  Lindsley,  S.  F.  Lindsley. 

Vernon,  Alden  Skinner,  C.  B.  Ham- 
mond. • 

Rockville,  Benjamin  M.  Comings. 

Willinoton,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
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BClOIAmT  OF  OBSaSAXr  MEMBXBB  FOR  1849^50,  WTTH  TOE  DEATHS  FOB  1850. 


Taxable. 

Not  Taxable. 

Total. 

Death 

1849  1650 

1849 

1850 

1849  1850 

185( 

Hartford  Conntj, 

70 

69 

4 

7 

74 

78 

0 

New  Haven  County, 

68 

71 

6 

7 

74 

78 

1 

New  London  County, 

40 

48 

8 

13 

67 

61 

0 

Fairfield  County, 

41 

37 

4  - 

4 

45 

41 

1 

Litchfield  County, 

38 

38 

10 

6 

48 

44 

4 

Windham  County, 

32 

34 

2 

2 

34 

36 

2 

Middlesex  County, 

34 

26 

0 

1 

24 

27 

0 

ToUand  County, 

24 

24 

6 

5 

30 

29 

1 

Total, 

346 

347 

40 

45 

386 

392 

9 

■>r    »>      — ■    ^»-    — r— ^     —     —     —     — r^ 

SUMMA&Y  OF  MEMBEBfl  IN  FOEMER  YEASa 

Taxable. 

Not  Taxable. 

Total. 

1823 

— 

219 

1830 

— 

301 

1840 

345 

31 

378 

1850 

347 

45 

392 

Note.  Former  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  are  permanent 
memberM  of  the  Annual  Convention,  having  the  privilege  of  attending  all  meet- 
ings, and  performing  all  the  duties,  of  attending  members,  except  that  of  cast- 
ing their  votes.  And  all  members  of  the  Society  are  invited,  by  the  by- laws, 
to  be  present  at  all  meetings  of  the  Convention,  and  partake  of  the  dinner  on 
the  first  day  of  the  session. 


DEATHS  OF  meMBieM  DT7RINO  THE  YEAR  ENBOTO   APRIL  1,  1850,  WITH  THE 

AGE  AND  DISEASE  WHEN  ASCERTAINED. 


Hartford  County,  no  deaths. 

New  Haven  County,  Daniel  H.  Moore,  Chronic  Diarrhea,  Age  43. 

New  London  County,  no  deaths. 

Fairfield  County,  Emery  Bissell,  Dysentery,  Age  60. 

Windham  County,  Dr.  Grosvenor,  no  particular  information  ;  Wm.  H.  Camp- 
bell, Typhoid  Fever»  Age  53. 

Litchfield  County,  Benjamin  Welch,  Age  82;  Reuben  S.  Woodward,  Jaun- 
dice, Age  84 ;  Reuben  M.  Woodruff,  Chronic  Rheumatism  and  Bronchitis, 
Age  38 ;  Peter  Bearsdlee,  Typhoid  Fever,  Age  24. 

Middlesex  County,  no  deaths. 

Tcdland  County,  Scottoway  Hinckley,  Age  about  97. 
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DUTIES  OF  CLERKS. 

To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  inmiediately 
after  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  Members  of  this  Society,  who 
may  have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their 
several  County  Societies. 


RULES  OF  ORDER. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  Secretary. 

3.  Conmiittee  on  the  election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  Officers  for  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves, 

dec,  from  the  several  counties,  and  members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  gratuitous  course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Memberships. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves, 

&c. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Conmiittees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  for- 

ward in  Convention. 
510.  MiaceUaneous  business. 
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DISSERTATIONS  BEAD  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

"      Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 
"      Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  different  species  of  Colic. 

1796.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
"      Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Cynnnche  Tonsillaris. 

"      Dr.  Lewis  Collins,  on  the  most  eligible  mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 
"      Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 

1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 
*'      Dr.  Jared  Potter,  "An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  deleterious  effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  TuUy,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainerd. 

1827.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physicians 
of  the  State. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop, "  Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease." 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever, 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the  disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 
1830.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental  qualifications  necessary 
to  a  Physician. 

1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  advantages  of  prompt  and  efficient 

practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah   Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 

1844.  Dr.  Worth ington  Hooker,  on  the  respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by  the 
community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1647.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 
tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  disease  of  the 
Cervix  Uteri. 

1840.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
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A  BBBE  S  S. 


He.  President  : 

The  medical  profession  of  oar  country,  with  very  general 
consent,  has  lately  evinced  unwonted  interest  on  the  subject  of 
endeavoring  to  advance  the  standard  of  education  both  for 
those  preparing  to  enter  upon  the  study,  and  for  such  also  as 
o&r  themselves  for  admission  to  the  ranks  of  our  profession. 

The  American  Medical  Association  has  made  it  a  prominent 
feature  in  its  scheme  of  improvement,  by  earnestly  recommend- 
ing all  teachers  to  insist  that  those  who  present  themselves  for 
the  study  of  medicine  and  surgery,  higher  qualifications  than 
have  hitherto  been  deemed  indispensable  by  those  who  take 
upon  themselves  the  office  of  instructors.  This  body  has  at- 
tempted further  to  benefit  the  world,  and  to  elevate  the  charac- 
ter of  the  profession  by  its  recommendation  of  uniformity  in 
the  system  of  medical  and  surgical  instruction  in  the  various 
public  schools  of  our  country. 

The  outlines  drawn  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Association,  and 
communicated  to  the  professional  public,  have  been,  I  believe, 
very  generally  considered  as  eminently  entitled  to  regard  by 
all  who  entertain  a  desire  for  the  public  good,  or  have  in  view 
the  honor  of  the  profession.  It  is  indeed  a  grateful  duty  to 
admit  that,  though  defects  and  short  comings  yet  exist  in  our 
system  of  instruction,  the  last  half  century  has  witnessed  very 
many  splendid  achievements  on  the  field  of  medical  science, 
beyond  the  boundaries  defined  by  previous  research. 

It  is  with  pleasure  too,  and  pride,  that  we  may  dwell  upon 
the  comparative  merits  of  our  own  cherished  institution,  whither 
those  who  are  to  succeed  us  in  the  responsible  duties,  now 
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incumbent  on  ourselves^  can  repair  to  complete  their  qualifica- 
tions for  th^  task  they  are  to  assume. 

But,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  I  come  in  fulfilment  of  the 
task  assigned  me,  to  speak  of  a  defect  that  obtains  to  some  ex- 
tent, as  I  conceive,  in  our  own  as  well  as  in  most  other  schools 
wheie  medical  science  is  pursued. 

I  allude  to  that  important  branch,  denominated  Medical 
Jurisprudence, 

Perhaps  there  is  no  better  criterion  with  the  public,  to  judge 
of  the  attainments  of  a  physician,  than  by  his  knowledge  of  this 
branch  of  our  profession. 

Is  he  ignorant  of  its  principles,  or  unable  to  convey  in  a  clear 
and  intelligible  manner,  his  knowledge  of  the  various  questions 
which  may  be  propounded  to  him,  to  establish  an  uninstructed 
jury  in  an  opinion  that  may  involve  interests  of  immeasurable 
magnitude,  he  is  sure  to  suffer  from  the  galling  batteries  which 
some,  in  the  legal  profession,  at  every  bar  in  the  state,  are  qual- 
ified to  bring  to  bear  uix)n  him.  His  own,  and  to  some  extent 
the  disgrace  of  the  profession  to  which  he  belongs,  must  follow ; 
and  how  unenviable  must  be  his  position  as  a  witness,  who  has 
no  other  shield  for  his  protection,  than  that  simply  which  a 
diploma  can  confer. 

It  seems  incumbent  then  upon  the  profession,  to  exert  a  con- 
trolling influence  over  the  education  of  such  as  seek  its  mem- 
bership. 

This  most  clearly  was  the  view  taken  by  the  able  and  learned 
committee  constituted  at  the  United  States  Medical  Conven- 
tion in  1646,  who  had  in  charge  the  whole  subject  of  medical 
education,  and  whose  report,  defining  what  it  ought  to  be,  met 
with  universal  approbation  at  the  convention  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  in  1847. 

The  subject  of  which  I  speak  was  then  and  there  emphatically 
urged,  and  distinctly  embraced  in  the  enumerated  catalogue  of 
the  studies  appropriate  for  the  adoption  of  the  public  schools. 

The  liability  to  which  every  young  member  of  the  profession 
is  exposed  to  become  involved,  and  under  circumstances  so 
fraught  with  danger  to  his  own  reputation,  the  reputation  of 
the  profession,  as  also  to  the  rights  of  others  if  unprepared  to 
wield  the  potent  powers  with  which  by  custom  he  is  supposed 
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to  be  invested,  seems  to  call  for  adequate  appropriations  for  his 
oatfit  in  the  start  of  his  untried  course ;  for  slow  indeed  to  the 
majority  of  minds  comes  the  necessary  discipline  when  left  to 
glean  alone  the  field  of  science. 

Civilians  have  well  discerned  their  duty  and  performed  it. 
It  is  ours  to  apply  such  regimen  as  the  coifstituted  body  politic 
requires,  as  well  as  to  put  forth  our  powers  to  restore  to  health 
the  subjects  of  disease. 

In  the  early  days  of  our  medical  history,  many  instances  are 
upon  record  of  the  infliction  of  capital  punishment  upon  sub- 
jects whose  condition  of  mind  ought  to  have  forbidden  the  ap- 
plication of  the  penalty  of  law. 

An  execution  took  place  many  years  ago  in  Litchfield  county» 
of  a  maniac,  who  fancied  himself  the  Supreme  Being.  His 
whole  demeanor,  it  is  understood,  was  consistent  with  this  one 
insane  idea ;  yet  the  hallucination  was  construed  to  entitle  him 
the  more  richly  for  his  irreverence,  to  an  ignominious  death  ; 
and  years  rolled  away  before  a  suspicion  was  raised  as  to  the 
healthy  state  of  mind  of  the  sufferer,  and  the  consequent  justice 
of  the  act. 

Later,  only  a  few  years  since,  a  trial  was  had  in  the  same 
county,  upon  a  foreigner,  for  the  crime  of  murder,  in  which 
there  was  a  clear  triumph  of  medical  science  over  the  strongest 
demonstrations  of  popular  feeling  in  favor  of  the  most  rigorous 
and  summary  application  of  punishment  due  to  such  a  crime, 
and  against  the  testimony  borne  by  physicians  to  the  unsound 
condition  of  the  prisoner's  mind.  An  enlightened  court,  and  a 
jury  who  had  the  good  sense  to  lay  their  minds  open  to  receive 
instruction  on  the  subject  from  men  who  had  made  themselves 
more  acquainted  with  the  mind  diseased.  Even  in  this  case  a 
titled  authority  was  placed  upon  the  stand  to  witness  before  the 
court  that  there  was  no  defect  in  the  poor  prisoner's  mind ;  and 
no  such  form  of  insanity  as  monomania.  When  retiring  from 
the  stand  he  was  addressed  by  one  who  had  listened  to  the  whole 
proceedings^  in  substance  as  follows.  **  Sir,  when  I  came  here 
I  entertained  very  much  the  same  opinions  you  have  expressed, 
and  I  believe  I  did  so  in  common  with  a  large  majority  of  our 
neighborhood ;  but  by  the  light  shed  around  us  on  this  trial,  I 
must  be  allowed  to  pronounce  you  out  of  place  while  you  oc- 
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cupy  a  standing  among  doctors."  He  was  granted  nothing  in 
consideration  of  his  youth.  I  would  yield  him  tfiat  apology. 
The  subsequent  history  of  this  case  has  abundantly  justified  the 
righteousness  of  the  conclusion  to  which  the  jury  came  in  their 
verdict  of  acquittal.^ 

There  have  been  numerous  instances  in  which  insanity  has 
been  set  up  as  a  defence  of  the  violations  of  the  law,  where  the 
accused  was  laboring  under  no  other  than  a  moral  infirmity  of 
mind»  temporarily  obscured  by  means  through  which  his  obli- 
quity could  find  no  justification :  but  where  a  nice  discrimina- 
tion is  demanded  lest  a  medical  witness  shall  be  found  to  lend 
his  voice  and  influence  in  violation  of  his  high  and  solemn  obli- 
gations to  sustain  the  majesty  of  wholesome  law,  and  not  to 
screen  the  guilty  or  to  varnish  crime. 

We  might  speak  of  the  numerous  items  to  be  taken  into  ac- 
count by  the  mind  employed  in  prosecuting  its  enquiries  into 
subjects  pertaining  to  the  department  of  medicine  we  are  con- 
sidering. I  might  speak  more  particularly  of  the  necessity  of  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  effects  of  those  agents  sometimes 
employed  to  accomplish  the  destruction  of  human  life — of  the 
tests  whereby  to  detect  their  existence,  in  order  that  a  just  dis- 
tinction may  be  made  between  the  operations  of  these,  and  the 
ravages  of  ordinary  disease— of  the  results  from  violence  in- 
flicted upon  parts  essential  to  life.  Of  all  these  and  their  kindred 
topics,  you  are  fully  aware. 

Nor  is  it  necessary  to  advocate  here  what  all  will  acknow- 
ledge, the  usefulness  and  dignity  of  this  branch  of  a  medical  edu- 
cation.   And  I  forbear  the  detail  which  these  thoughts  suggest. 

I  am  admonished  by  the  character  of  the  audience  I  address, 
that  I  can  inculcate  no  new  truth,  nor  indicate  a  path  of  duty 
to  fields  not  already  explored  by  all  who  hear  me.  I  submit 
however,  that  if  a  defect  exists  of  the  kind  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  does  it  not  devolve  on  one  and  all,  to  aid  in  providing 
that  the  student  of  this  school,  as  he  goes  forth  under  the  author- 
ity of  Connecticut,  to  take  upon  him  the  high  duties  he  is  to 
meet,  may  enjoy  the  advantage  of  direct  instruction  in  this 
interesting  department  of  our  profession. 


APPENDIX.    A. 


The  Committee  of  Examination  have  attended  to  the  duties  assigned 
them,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

The  Board  convened  Wednesday,  Jan.  16,  and  continued  in  session  two 
dajs:  pj  esent  the  full  Board. 

Sixteen  Candidates,  ader  a  thorough  examination,  were  recommended 
for  the  defcree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  which  was  conferred  by  President 
Woolsey.  of  Yale  College. 

1.  Ames  Cranmer  Blakesley,  Waterbury,  subject.  Purpurea  Hem- 
orrhagica. 

2.  Henry  Clinton  Bunce,  Manchester,  subject,  Asthma. 

3.  Alpheus  Bryant  Clark,  New  Haven,  subject,  Semeiology. 

4.  Henry  Augustus  Colhns.  New  Haven,  subject,  Placenta  Previa. 

5.  Richard  Pierce  Evans,  Franklin,  Ohio,  subject,  Asiatic  Cholera. 
6-  Henry  Hawley  Foote,  Roxbury,  subject,  Variola. 

7.  Horatio  Weils  Gridley,  A.  B.,  Berlin,  subject,  Morbus  BrightiL 

8.  Dixon  Scipio  Hall,  Montville,  subject,  Erysipelas. 

9.  Charles  Clifford  Holcomb,  W.  Granville,  Mass.,  subject,  Pneumonia. 

10.  Lewis  Raymond  Hurlbut,  M.  A.,  New  Haven,  subject,  Peritonitis. 

11.  Henry  Lobdell,  B.  A.,  Brookfield,  subject,  Relation  of  Psychology 
to  Medicine. 

12.  Henry  Willis  Edward  Matthew,  B.  A.,  New  Haven,  subject,  Diet 

13.  Cieorge  Hammond  Rogers,  Colchester,  subject,  Phthisis. 

14.  Henry  Smith,  East  Haddam,  subject,  The  Leech. 

15.  Joel  Washington  Smith,  Hebron,  subject,  Typhus. 

16.  William  Cook  Williams,  Manchester,  subject.  Typhus. 

A  very  interesting  and  appropriate  address  was  delivered  by  H.  A. 
Grant,  M.  D.,  of  Hartford,  which  was  listened  to,  not  only  by  the  grad- 
uates, but  by  a  very  respectable  number  of  citizens,  with  much  apparent 
interest  and  attention. 

Richard  Warner,  M.  D.,  of  Middletown  and  Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D.,  of 
GttiUbrd,  were  appointed  to  give  the  addresses  to  the  graduates  in  1851 
and  185£{.       • 

Yoar  Committee  are  prepared  to  express  a  decided  opinion,  that  the 
graduates,  with  a  few  exceptions,  exhibited  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
general  principles  of  the  diflcrent  departments  of  science  taught  in  the 
lecture  room;  doing  good  credit  to  themselves  as  students,  and  honor  to 
our  professorflf;  many  of  whom  have  labored  and  sustained  for  a  great 
number  of  years  the  different  branches  of  medical  science  to  which  they 
have  been  more  particularly  devoted,  with  that  interest,  energy  and  suc- 
ceM  which  deserves  our  warmest  thanks  and  honest  praise. 

WILLIAM  WITTER. 
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B. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  revision  of  the  Constitation 
and  By-Laws  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  respectfully  be^ 

'  leave  to  report  the  following-  propositions  to  the  several  county  meet- 
ings for  their  approval  or  disapproval,  viz : 

1st.  We  recommend  that  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  Incorporation  or 
Constitution,  be  amended  so  that  each  county  may  elect  10  instead  of  5 
Fellows,  except  Middlesex  and  Tolland,  and  that  each  of  them  may  elect 
6  instead  of  3,  as  at  present ;  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  two  years, 
except  the  first  year,  when  the  term  of  one-half  the  number  shatl  expire, 
and  an  equal  number  be  chosen  to  supply  the  vacancy.  It  is  not  intended 
to  recommend  that  the  retiring  Fellows  shall  be  ineligible. 

2d.  We  propose  to  amend  sec.  7  of  the  same  act,  by  the  repeal  of  all 
that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  collecting  of  the  taxes  of  members  by 
legal  process,  and  substitute  therefor  the  following.  That  the  name  of 
every  member  of  this  society  who  shall,  after  the  passage  of  this  amend- 
ment, decline  or  neglect,  without  good  and  sufficient  cause,  to  be  decided 
on  application  of  the  delinquent  by  the  Convention,  to  pay  the  taxes  due 
from  him  to  this  society,  for  three  years  successively,  dating  Irom  the  pe- 
riod of  his  last  payment,  shall  be  stricken  from  its  rolls,  and  he  be  no 
longer  considered  a  member  thereof. 

3d.  We  recommend  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  see.  5,  of  the  Act  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College  as  relates  to  the  granting 
of  Licenses. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  following  By-Laws  and  Amendments 
to  the  same. 

1st.  To  succeed  sec.  1,  the  following:  Every  member  of  this  society 
shall  annually  contribute  to  its  funds  the  sum  assessed  in  Convention,  and 
pay  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  he  resides,  on  or  before 
the  succeeding  annual  meeting  of  said  county,  and  no  tax  paying  member 
shall  be  eligible  to  any  office,  nor  permitted  to  vote  until  he  shall  have 
made  such  payment. 

2d.  To  succeed  that  just  passed  we  offer  the  following.  This  society 
adopts  as  a  part  of  its  regulations,  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  substituting  it  for  the  existing  system  of  Medicsl 
Ethics  which  is  hereby  repealed. 

To  succeed  sec.  7,  we  propose  3d,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  clerks  to  for- 
ward annually  to  the  State  Medical  Convention  by  one  of  its  Fellows,  a 
copy  each  of  such  dissertations  or  communications,  read  in'county  meet- 
ings of  the  several  counties,  as  shall  by  a  vote  of  said  meetings  be  re- 
garded of  sufficient  value ;  all  of  which  shall  be  submitted  to  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  Convention,  and  may  be  read  or  printed  with  their  pro- 
ceedings, or  both  at  the  discretion  of  the  Convention. 

4th.  Sec.  14  we  propose  to  amend  so  that  the  President  and  Fellowv 
shall  each  receive  one  dollar  for  attendance,  instead  of  two  dollars,  and 
six  cents  instead  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for  travel  as  at  present. 

5th.  'To  succeed  sec.  4,  we  propose  the  following.  The  offices  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  sfaali  be  liinited  to  one  year  each,  and  each  county 
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ID  turn  shall  fbrnith  incambents  for  these  offices  respectively,  provided 
that  ia  no  case  shall  both  be  filled  by  residents  of  the  same  county. 

6th.  We  propose  that  the  rules  of  order  in  Convention  shall  be  pub- 
lished annually,  with  its  proceedings  in  connection  with  the  duties  of  clerk. 

7th.  We  propose  that  no  article  of  the  by-laws  as  now  adopted,  shall 
be  altered  or  amended,  without  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
preaent  at  an  annual  Convention. 

E.  K.  HUNT,  Chairman. 


C. 

Tbe  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  account  respectfully 
report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  same  and  find  it  correct.  In  examining 
the  other  matters  referred  to,  your  Committee  find  the  number  of  tax 
paying  members  as  published  in  the  proceedings  of  1849,  to  be  350,  dis- 
tributed in  the  several  counties,  as  follows: 

Hartford  County,  73  taxes  charged  665  arrears  Q232.  96. 


New  Haven  County, 

68 

II 

605 

II 

298 

New  London  County, 

49 

II 

480 

II 

136 

Fairfield  County, 

39 

(1 

373 

i< 

242 

Litchfield  County, 

48 

IC 

407 

«< 

225 

Windham  County, 

32 

II 

303 

If 

12 

Middlesex  County, 

26 

c< 

223 

II 

23 

Tolland  County, 

25 

It 

208 

« 

71 

83261  81229.96 

The  amount  of  taxes  charged  in  7  years  preceding  1849  as  above,  and 
a  deficiency  of  $1229,  distributed  in  the  several  counties,  as  follows,  (see 
table.)  From  the  estimates,  which  we  have  taken  from  tables  carefully 
prepared  by  the  Treasurer,  it  appears  that  the  pecuniary  burden  of  such 
taining  this  Society  fails  very  unequally  upon  the  members  of  the  several 
eounties,  as  will  be  shown  more  clearly  by  the  exhibition  of  the  percentage 
of  arrearages. 

Windham  County,  4  per  cent,  of  all  taxes  charged  in  7  yesurs. 

i(      II      II     II 


Middlesex 

II 

10 

N.  London 

<c 

28 

Tolland 

f( 

34J5 

Hartford 

« 

34.9 

N.  Haven 

CI 

47 

Litchfield 

II 

55 

Fairfield 

II 

67 

II  l<  CI  u 

It  II  If  If 

fC  .f  II  It 

U  It  It  Cf 

If  It  It  It 

it  tl  If  It 


What  proportion  of  the  amount  paid  in  each  county  has  been  cancelled 
by  abatements,  your  Committee  have  not  had  time  to  ascertain. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  WARNER. 
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SEMLCENTEMIAL  CATALOGUE, 


OF  THX  OFFICXR8  AlO)  FELLOWS  OF  THB 

CONNECTICUT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Thbub  are  several  considerations  which  have  induced  us  to  pub- 
lish, with  the  proceedings  of  the  present  year,  the  names  of  the 
Officers  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  from  its 
organization  in  1792  to  the  present  year.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  for  the  first  twenty  years  of  the  Society's  existence  there  was 
no  publication  of  its  proceedings,  and  it  was  at  a  lat6r  period  of  its 
existence  that  the  first  Catalogue  of  members  was  published ;  there 
is  therefore  no  printed  record  for  this  whole  period  of  time. 

Again,  it  is  customary  with  all  societies  to  mark  the  opening  and 
close  of  its  years,  and  to  erect  more  loAy  monuments  when  half 
centuries  and  centuries  have  departed.  As  this  is  the  semi-cen- 
tennial year  of  the  19th  century,  and  the  fifty-eighth  of  our  organiza- 
tion, we  have  presumed  that  it  might  be  acceptable  to  the  present 
members  to  have  published  in  an  enduring  form,  for  preservation, 
the  names  of  those  distinguished  individuals  to  whose  indomitable 
perseverance  and  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  their  profession,  we  are 
principally  indebted  for  our  present  Medical  organization :  a  struc- 
ture of  such  admirable  beauty  and  fair  proportions,  that  it  has  been 
a  model  for  other  States ;  and  the  experience  of  more  than  fifty 
years  has  found  but  little  to  modify  or  change.  While  it  has,  both 
by  the  influence  of  individual  members,  and  by  its  collective  wis- 
dom in  Convention,  exerted  a  controlling  influence  over  the  State 
Legislature,  with  whose  cobperation  it  has  erected  stupendous  edi- 
fices for  the  amelioration  of  human  suflering  in  its  protean  forms ; 
while  in  its  institutions  for  giving  sanity  to  the  insane,  and  eyes  to 
the  blind,  it  has  dispensed  the  largest  charities  with  a  Godlike  hand. 
This  same  influence  has  formed  a  Medical  Institution  which  justly 
ranks  among  the  first  in  our  country ;  whose  graduates  are  found  not 
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only  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our,  but  in  foreign  lands, 
successfully  engaged  in  the  great  cause  of  suffering  humanity,  and 
elevating  the  moral  condition  of  our  race,  reflecting  honor  upon  their 
alma  mater,  and  the  Medical  Society,  the  common  founder  and  patron 
of  both.  But  it  is  not  my  object  to  eulogize,  in  this  place,  the  memory 
of  those  devoted  men  upon  whom  half  a  century  has  wrought  the 
legitimate  work  of  time  on  man  ;  nor  speak  of  the  achievements  of 
our  State  Medical  Society.  We  have  the  promise  that  some  abler 
hand  shall  do  justice  to  their  distinguished  services.  Most  of  the 
founders  of  our  Society,  if  not  all,  have  closed  their  earthly  labors ; 
there  is  with  us  still  a  small  remnant  previous  to  the  year  1810, 
who  have  long  been  italicised  on  our  Catalogues ;  who  have  closed 
their  earthly  labors  and  their  connection  with  the  busy  world,  yet 
linger  to  join  their  companions  in  the  land  of  silence. 

There  is  yet  another  class,  who  hold  in  remembrance  these  ven- 
erable men,  and  who  are  now  the  connecting  link  between  them  and 
the  younger  members  of  the  Society ;  who  have  been  connected 
with  them  in  perfecting  and  extending  the  benefits  of  our  organiza- 
tion, to  whom  the  Society  owe  a  large  debt  of  gratitude.  Their 
names  will  be  held  in  lasting  remembrance. 

By  bringing  them  together  in  this  Semi-centennial  Catalogue,  when 
another  half  century  shall  have  rolled  away,  some  number,  perhaps 
in  the  hands  of  the  youngest  member  of  this  Society,  may  be  brought 
up  from  its  long  repose,  and  bring  before  the  members  of  this  So- 
ciety, in  the  centennial  year  of  the/20U0th  century,  the  illustrious 
founders  of  our  Medical  organization,  and  their  now  living  coadju- 
tors ;  rescuing  their  names  and  memories  from  the  oblivious  past,  and 
rendering  some  appropriate  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  fathers  of 
the  Medical  Profession  in  this  State,  and  the  founders  of  our  Medi- 
cal Society. 
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Officers  and  Fellows  of  the  ConnecticrU  Medical  Society  from 
its  organization  in  1792  to  the  present  time. 


PRESIDENTS, 

17«, 

♦Leverett  Hubbard. 

1829,  John  S.  Peters. 

1794, 

*Mneaa  Munson, 

1832,  William  Buel. 

1801, 

^James  Potter. 

1834,  ♦Thomas  Miner. 

1803, 

♦Thomas  Mosely. 

1887,  ♦Silas  Fuller. 

1804, 

♦Jeremiah  West. 

1841,  Elijah  Middlebrook. 

1807, 

♦John  R.  Watrous. 

1843,  ♦Luiher  Ticknor. 

1813, 

♦Mason  F.  Cogswell. 

1846,  Archibald  Welch. 

1823, 

♦Thomas  Hubbard. 

1849,  George  Sumner. 

1827, 

♦Eli  Todd. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

1792, 

♦.£nea8  Munson. 

1824,  Eli  Ives. 

1794, 

♦Elihu  Tudor. 

1827,  John  S.  Peters. 

1798, 

♦James  Potter, 

1829,  William  Buel. 

1801, 

♦Thomas  Moselj. 

1832,  ♦Thomas  Miner. 

1803, 

♦Jeremiah  West. 

1834,  ♦Silas  Fuller. 

iao4, 

♦Jared  Potter. 

1837,  Elijah  Middlebrook. 

1806, 

♦John  R.  Watrous. 

1841,  ♦Luther  Ticknor. 

1807, 

♦Mason  F.  Cogswell. 

1843,  Archibald  Welch. 

1813, 

♦Timothy  Hall. 

1846,  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1814, 

♦Thomas  Hubbard. 

1847,  George  Sumner. 

1823, 

♦EU  Todd. 

1849,  Rufus  Blakeman. 

SECRETARIES. 

1792, 

♦Jared  Potter. 

1816,  Jonathan  Knight. 

1794, 

♦James  Clark. 

1827,  ♦Samuel  B.  Woodward. 

1796, 

♦Daniel  Sheldon. 

1880,  George  Sumner. 

1798, 

♦Nathaniel  Perry. 

1832,  Charles  Hooker. 

1800, 

♦Samuel  Woodward. 

1838,  Archibald  Welch. 

1801, 

♦William  Shelton. 

1843,  Ralph  Famsworth. 

1805, 

♦John  Barber. 

1844,  Worthington  Hooker. 

1810, 

Eli  Ives. 

1846,  Gurdon  W.  Russell. 

1813, 

♦Joseph  Foot. 

1849,  Josiah  G.  Beckwith. 
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1792,  ♦John  Osborn. 

1794,  ♦Jeremiah  West. 

1795,  ♦Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
1799,  ♦William  B.  Hall. 
1809,  ♦Timothy  Hall. 
1813,  ♦Richard  Ely. 
1816,  ♦Thomas  Miner. 


TREASURERS. 

1817,  John  S.  Peters. 

1827,  William  Buel. 

1828,  ♦Joseph  Palmer. 
1834,  Elijah  Middlehrook. 
1837,  ♦Luther  Ticknor. 
1841,  Virgil  Mars  Dow. 


FELLOWS. 


1792. 

Eliakim  Fish, 
Lemuel  Hopkins, 
Elihu  Tudor, 
Josiah  Hart, 
Samuel  Flagg. 

1793. 

Eliakim  Fish, 
Samuel  Flagg, 
Josiah  Hart, 
Elihu  Tudor, 
Lemuel  Hopkins. 

1794. 

Elihu  Tudor, 
Lemuel  Hopkins, 
Charles  Mather, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Asa  Hillyer. 

1795. 

Elihu  Tudor, 
Eliakim  Fish, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Solomon  Everest, 
Josiah  Hart. 

1796. 

Eliakim  Fish, 
Lemuel  Hopkins, 
Solomon  Everest, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Samuel  Flagg. 


HARTFORD  COUNTY. 

1797,  '8. 

Eliakim  Fish, 
Elihu  Tudor, 
Samuel  Flagg, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Lemuel  Hopkins. 

1799. 

Lemuel  Hopkins, 
Elihu  Tudor, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Nathaniel  Dwight, 
Eli  Todd. 

1800. 

Elihu  Tudor, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Solomon  Everest, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor. 

1801. 

Elihu  Tudor, 
Solomon  Everest, 
Eli  Todd, 
John  Bestor, 
Elijah  F.  Reed. 

1802. 

John  Bestor, 
George  Griswold, 
Timothy  Hall, 
Howard  Alden, 
Samuel  Flagg. 


1803. 

Eliakim  Fish, 
John  Bestor, 
Timothy  Hall, 
Leonard  Bacon, 
George  Griswold, 

1604. 

Leonard  Bacon, 
John  Bestor, 
Timoifiy  Hall, 
George  Griswold, 
Elijah  F.  Reed. 

1805,  '6. 

Howard  Alden, 
John  Bestor, 
Leonard  Bacon, 
Simeon  Field, 
Timothy  Hall. 

1807. 

Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor, 
Ahner  Mosely, 
Greorge  Griswold. 

1808. 

Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor, 
Simeon  Field, 
George  Griswold. 
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1809. 
MasoD  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor, 
SimeoQ  Field, 
J.  H.  Sparhawk. 

1810. 
Masoo  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
Simeon  Field, 
Howard  Alden, 
J.  H.  Sparhawk. 

1811. 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor, 
J.  H.  Sparhawk, 
Simeon  Field. 

1812. 
Mason  F.  Cc^well, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor, 
J.  H.  Sparhawk, 
Nathan  Strong,  Jr. 

1813. 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor, 
Eli  Todd, 
Nathan  Strong. 

1814. 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
Solomon  Everest, 
Simeon  Field, 
John  Bestor. 

1815. 
Solomon  Everest, 
Simeon  Field, 
John  Bestor, 
Eli  Todd, 
Sylvester  Wells. 

1816. 
Solomon  Everest, 
John  Bestor, 
Nathan  Strong,  Jr., 
Simeon  Field, 
Dwell  Morgan. 


1817. 
Solomon  Everest, 
John  Bestor, 
Nathan  Strong, 
Sam'l  B.  Woodward, 
James  E.  Hart. 

1818. 
John  Bestor, 
S.  B.  Woodward, 
Sylvester  Wells, 
Eli  Todd, 
Solomon  Everest. 

1819. 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
John  A.  Hart, 
John  L.  Comstock, 
Norman  Lyman, 
Dwell  Morgan. 

1820. 
No  record  of  any 
meeting. 


1821. 
S.  Everest, 
S.  B.  Woodward, 
J.  Bestor, 
E.  Todd, 
G.  Sumner. 

1822. 
Eli  Todd, 
Elijah  F.  Reed, 
S.  B.  Woodward, 
George  Sumner, 
Wm.  S.  Pierson. 

1828. 
M.  F.  Cogswell, 
J.  Bestor, 
Josiah  M.  Ward, 
William  Tully, 
Norman  Lyman. 

1824. 
S.  B.  Woodward, 
James  O.  Pond, 
E.  F.  Reed, 
Benj.  Ward,  Jr. 


1825. 
E.  Todd, 

Charles  Woodward, 
Julius  S.  Barnes, 
George  Sumner, 
S.  B.  Woodward. 

1826. 
S.  B.  Woodward, 
E.  F.  Reed, 
J.  O.  Pond, 
C.  Woodward, 
J.  L.  Comstock. 

1827. 
E.  Todd, 
S.  B.  Woodward, 
George  Sumner, 
W.  S.  Pierson, 
Caleb  H.  Austin. 

1828. 
E.  F.  Reed, 
Horatio  Gridley, 
George  Sumner, 
Samuel  W,  Brown, 
Edward  P.  Terry. 

1829. 
George  Sumner, 
C.  Woodward, 
E.  F.  Reed, 
H.  Gridley, 
Ralph  Carter. 

1830. 
Samuel  Hart, 
Wm.  James  Barry, 
Pardon  Brownell, 
Simeon  Birge, 
J.  S.  Barnes. 

1831. 
Wm.  H.  Morgan, 
Richard  Ells, 
Jer'h  T.  Denison, 
Daniel  Fuller, 
R.  Carter. 

1832. 
John  J.  Abernethy, 
P.  Brownell, 
E.  D.  Hudson, 
Amariah  Brigham, 
E.  F.  Reed. 
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1833. 
W.  S.  Pierson, 
'G.  Sumner, 
Hiram  Watson, 

D.  H.  Hubbard, 
H.  Gridley. 

1634. 

Milo  L.  North, 
J.  L.  Comstock, 
Asaph  L.  Bissell, 

E.  P.  Terry, 
Archibald  Welch. 

1835. 
J.  S.  Barnes, 
George  Sumner, 
P.  Biownell, 
Henry  Holmes, 
Guy  R.  Phelps. 

1836. 
D.  H.  Hubbard, 
M.  L.  North, 
W.  S.  Pierson, 
A.  Welch. 
Daniel  Fuller. 

1837. 
David  S.  Dodge, 
Sumner  Ives, 
R.  Carter, 
H.  Holmes, 
Earl  Loomis. 

1838. 
Daniel  Holt, 
G.  Sumner, 
Justus  B.  '«7iIcox, 
Horace  C.  Gillett, 
Jairus  Case. 


1839. 

H.  Gridley, 
A.  Brigham, 
Chauncey  Brown, 
Augustus  R.  Case, 
P.  Brownell. 

1840. 
George  O.  Sumner, 
D.  H.  Hubbard, 
Theodore  Sill, 
Edward  Rowland, 
Sam'l  B.  Beresford. 

1841. 

Eli  Hall, 
Geo.  ,W.  Sanford, 
Alfred  Kellogg, 
Simeon  Shurtleff, 
Joseph  F.  Jewett. 

1842. 
D.  S.  Dodge, 
Wm.  C.  Williams. 
P.  W.  Ellsworth, 
Geo.  B.  Hawley, 
Lucius  Woodruff. 

1843. 
G.  W.  Russell, 
D.  Holt, 
Silas  Fuller, 
W.  S.  Pierson, 
P.  Brownell. 

1844. 
T.  Sill, 

Benjamin  Rogers, 
J.  S.  Barnes, 
G.  Sumner, 
R.  Carter. 


1845. 
E.  K.  Hunt, 
John  S.  Butler, 
A.  W.  Barrows, 
RoswpII  Hawley, 
Eli  Hall. 

1846. 
E.  W.  Carrington, 
Chester  Hamlin, 
G.  W.  Russell, 
Samuel  B.  Fuller, 

D.  S.  Dodge. 

1847. 
H.  Allen  Grant, 
William  Scott, 
Samuel  Hart, 
S.  B.  Beresford, 
Sidney  Rockwell, 

1848. 

E.  K,  Hunt, 
David  Crary, 
Josiah  C.  Banning, 
H.  C.  Gillett, 
John  F.  Wells. 

1849. 
E.  K.  Hunt, 
A.  L.  Spaulding, 
Eli  Hall, 
Thomas  Miner, 
Seth  L.  Child. 

1850. 
L.  Woodruff, 
Aretus  Rising, 
Sabin  Stocking, 
Myron  W.  Wilson, 
G.  B.  Hawley. 


NEW  HAVEN  COUNTT. 


1792. 
Leverett  Hubbard, 
^neas  Munson, 
William  Gould, 
Jared  Potter, 
Elnathan  Beach. 


1793. 
Leverett  Hubbard, 
^neas  Munson, 
Jared  Potter, 
William  Gould, 
John  Spaulding. 


1794. 
Leverett  Hubbard, 
^neas  Monson, 
Levi  Ives, 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Tho's  R.  Pyncheon. 
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1795. 
Ssoena  Monson, 
Jared  Potter, 
Abr'm  Tomlinsoiii 
Blnathan  Beach, 
Wm.  Gould. 

1796. 
.^Deas  MuD80D> 
Jared  Potter, 
John  Spalding, 
Obadiah  Hotchkias, 
Nathaniel  Hubbard. 

1797. 
.fneas  Munson, 
Jared  Potter, 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Obadiah  Hotchkias, 
John  Spalding. 

1798. 
.£nea8  Monson, 
Abr'm  Toralinaon, 
Jared  Potter, 
John  Spalding, 
Lewis  Collins. 

1799. 
.£neas  Monson, 
Jared  Potter, 
John  Spalding, 
Obadiah  Hotchkias, 
Lewis  Collins. 

1800. 
jfineas  Monson,    . 
A.  Tomlinson, 
John  Spalding, 
Jared  rotter, 
Obadiah  Hotchkiss. 

1801. 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
John  Spalding, 
Obadiah  Hotchkiss, 
John  Barker, 
Jared  Potter. 

1802. 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Jared  Potter, 
John  Spalding, 
Leyi  Ives, 
John  Barker. 


1808. 

Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Levi  Ives, 
Jonathan  Todd, 
John  Barker, 
Joseph  Foot. 

1804. 
Jared  Potter, 
John  Spalding,    -; 
Levi  Ives, 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
John  Barker. 

1805. 
Abr,m  Tomlinson, 
Levi  Ives, 
Thomas  Groodsel, 
Joseph  Foot, 
John  Barker. 

1806. 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Thomas  (roodsel, 
John  Barker, 
Eli  Ives. 

1807. 
John  Barker, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 
Thomas  Goodsel, 
David  Marvin. 

1808. 
John  Barker, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 

Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
David  Marvin. 

1809. 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
John  Barker, 
Eli  Ives, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Thomas  Cxoodsel. 

1810. 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 

Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Bela  Famham, 
Thomas  Goodsel. 


1811. 

Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
John  Barker, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 
Obadiah  Hotchkiss. 

1812. 
John  Barker, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 

Eiias  Shipman,  Jr., 
Pearl  Craft, 

1813. 

Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 
Pearl  Craft, 
Anson  Foot, 
Elias  Shipman. 

1814. 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 
Pearl  Craft, 
Anson  Foot, 
Bela  Famham. 

1815. 
Joseph  Foot, 
Pearl  Craft, 
Jonathan  Knight, 
William  Tully, 
Anson  Foot. 

1816. 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 

Jonathan  Knight, 
Pearl  Craft, 
T.  P.  Beers. 

1817. 

Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Bela  Famham, 
Isaac  Goodsel. 

1818. 
Eli  Ives, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Pearl  Craft, 
Edward  Field. 
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1819. 
Eli  Ives, 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
Timothy  P.  Beers, 
Pearl  Craft. 

1820. 
The  same  as  in  1819, 
the  Convention  be- 
ing this  year  an 
adjourned  Conven- 
tion. 

1821. 
Eli  Ives, 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
Edwaid  Field, 
Timothy  P.  Beers. 

1822. 
Eli  Ives, 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Timothy  P.  Beers, 
John  Titsworlh, 
Virgil  M.  Dow. 

1823. 
Eli  Ives, 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Timothy  P.  Beers, 
Isaac  Jennings. 

1824. 
Andrew  French, 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
Sam'l  Punderson, 
Joel  L.  G rifling, 
Timothy  P.  Beers. 

1825. 
Eli  Ives, 
Isaac  Jennings, 
Lyman  Parker, 
John  Titsworth, 
Reynold  Webb. 

1826. 
Nathan  Smith, 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
Isaac  Jennings, 
Charles  Hooker, 
Jacob  Linsley. 


1827. 

Nathan  Siitiith, 
Wyllys  Woodruff, 
Isaac  Jen'itings, 
Timothy  Ft  Beers, 
Alfred  S.  |^son. 

1828. 
Jon(|than  Knight, 
Bela  Farn^am, 
V.  M.  Dow, 
Sam'l  Punderson, 
Joel  Canfield. 

1829. 
Eli  Ives, 
Isaac  Goodsell > 
Reynold  Webb, 
Charles  Hooker, 
Lyman  Parker. 

1830. 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Solomon  Stoddard, 
Isaac  Jennings, 
V.  M.  Dowj 
Wyllys  Woodruff. 

1831. 

Thomas  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Tomlinson, 
Alfred  S.  Monson, 
Joel  Canfield, 
Timothy  P.  Beers. 

1832. 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Isaac  Jennings, 
Reynold  Webb, 
V.  M.  Dow, 
Charles  Hooker. 

1833. 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
J.  T.  Denison, 
Lyman  Parker, 
N.  B.  Ives, 
Wyllys  Woodruff, 

1834. 

Reynold  Webb, 
A.  S.  Monson, 
Abiram  Stoddard, 
Joel  Canfield,     v 
Sheldon  Beardsley. 


1836. 
*E.  H.  Bishop, 

N.  B.  Ives, 

Andrew  French, 
'  Arza  Andrews, 

Josiah  F.  Hunt. 

1836. 
V.M.Dow,       -    ' 

Isaac  Goodsell', 
H.  A.  Tomlinson, 
Lyman  Parker, 
Wyllys  Woodruff. 

1837. 
Reynold  Webb, 
Henry  Bronson, 
Josiah  M.  Col  bum, 
N.  B.  Ives, 
John  H.  Kain. 

1838. 
J.  F.  Hunt, 
C.  S.  Thomson, 
Joel  Canfield, 
Wyllys  Woodruff, 
V.  M.  Dow. 

1839. 
N.  B.  Ives, 
Lester  Keep, 
Lyman  Parker, 
Sam'l  Punderson, 
Reynold  Webb. 

1840. 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Joel  Canfield, 
Anson'  Moody, 
E.  H.  Bishop, 
Wyllys  Woodruff. 

1841. 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
N.  B.  Ives, 
Charles  Hooker, 
Henry  Bronson, 
Wyllys  Woodruff. 

1842. 
T.  P.  Beers, 
Lyman  Parker,  ' 
J.  A.  Totten, 
C.  S.  Thomson^ 
Alvan  Talcott. 
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1849. 
fi  ronson, 
Matt, 
i  Webb, 
ves, 
3atlin. 

1850. 
d  Webb, 
>atlin, 
Bishop, 
ewett, 
nfield. 


Philemon  Ifacy; 


* 
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1800. 

Wolcott, 
El.  Watroua, 
p.  Miner, 
Noyes, 
r  Downer. 

■ 

■     1801. 

i  Wolcott, 
jR.  Walrous, 
O.  Miner, 
y  Downer, 
a  Lee. 

1     1802. 
fe.  Walrous, 
D.  Miner, 
/  Downer, 
;  Lee, 
on  Tracy. 

1803. 

fl.  Watrous, 

f*Joye8, 
Lee, 

8  Coit,  Jr., 
Downer. 


I 


\ 


Eli  Ives, 
Jonathan  1 
Isaac  Goo 
Timothy  F" 
Pearl  Craf 

16  ^ 

The  same  ( 

the  Conv 

ing  this 

adjourne  ... 

tion. 

18  *  * 

Eli  Ives, 

Jonathan  K 

Isaac  Good  ^ 

Edwa/d  Fi 

rimothyp  •       - 

ill  Ivesy 

onathan  K 

timothy  P  -  %► 

ohn  Titsu 

ii-gilM.  J  f       ,  .  c 

18: 
H  Ives, 
)nathan  K 
)seph  Poo 
imothy  P 
aac  Jenni  •   .   .       ^ 

18; 
ndrew  Fr 
aac  Goodi 
am'l  Punc 
3el  L.  Gri. 
'imothy  P. 

SUlves,  •^ 

Isaac  Jenni< 

Lyman  Par 

John  Titswr 

Reynold  W  } 

182 
Nathan  Sm'i  "■  C 

Isaac  Goodt 
Isaac  Jennii    . 

Charles  H(>c  oneiaon  Beardslev        a  i  - 

Jacob  Linriej .  ^wasiey.      Alvan  Talcott. 
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1843. 
'Nathan  B.  Ives,  ^ 
Keynold  Webb, 
M.  C.  Laeaven worthy 
8he\don  Beardslej, 
^.  H.  Bishop. 

1844. 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Joel  Canfieldy 
Ijevi  Ives, 
P.  A.  Jewett, 
Ambrose  Beardsley. 

1845. 
Jonathan  Knight,  /  '^ 
Ellsha  Hutchinson, 
Charles  Hooker, 
L.  N.  Beardsley, 
D.  L.  Daggett. 


1846. 

Eli  Ives, 
W.  L.  Lay, 
Charles  Hooker, 
Anson  Moody, 
M.  C  Leavenworth. 

1847. 
Eli  Ives, 
G.  O.  Sumner, 

C.  S.  Thomson, 

D.  A.  Tyler, 
Alvan  Talcott.  , 

1848. 
G.  O.  Sumner, 
Alvan  Talcott,   ■ 
Henry  Bronson, 
G.  L.  Piatt, 
W.  J.  Whiting. 


1849. 
Henry  Bronson, 
G.  L.  Piatt, 
Reynold  Webb, 
N.  B.  Ives, 
B.  H.  Catlin. 

1850. 
Reynold  Webb, 
B.  H.  Catlin, 
E.  H,  Bishop, 
P.  A  Jewett, 
Joel  Canfield. 


NBW   LONDON  COUNTY. 


1792. 

Tbeophilus  Rogers, 
Samuel  Mather, 
Thomas  Coit, 
Joshua  Downer, 
Phillip  Turner. 

1793. 
Theophilus  Rogers, 
Phillip  Turner, 
Simon  Wolcott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
Philemon  Tracy, 

•         1794. 
Phillip  Turner, 
Simon  Wolcott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
Theophilus  Rogers, 
Thomas  Skinner. 

1795. 
Theophilus  Rogers, 
Phillip  Turner, 
Simon  Wolcott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
Philemon  Traoy. 


1798. 
Phillip  Turner, 
Theophilus  Rogers, 
Simon  Wolcott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
Philemon  Tracy. 

1797. 
Phillip  Turner, 
Theophilus  Rogers, 
Simon  Wolcott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
Philemon  Tracy. 

1798. 
John  R.  Watrous. 
John  Turner, 
Simon  Wolcott, 
Phillip  Turner, 
Samuel  Mather. 

1799. 

Thophilus  Rogers, 
Phillip  Tdrner, 
Simon  Wolcott, 
Luther  Manning, 
John  R.  Watrous. 


1800. 
Simon  Wolcott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
John  O.  Miner, 
John  Noyes, 
Avery  Downer. 

1801. 
Simon  Wolcott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
James  Lee. 

1802. 
John  R.  Watrous, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
James  Lee, 
Philemon  Tracy. 

1803. 
John  R.  Watrous, 
John  Noyes, 
James  Lee, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr., 
Avery  Downer. 
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1804. 
Samuel  Mather, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
Avery  Downer, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr. 

1805. 
Simon  Wolcott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr. 

1806. 
Simon  Wolcott, 
Avery  Downer, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Samuel  H.  P.  Lee, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr. 

1807. 
John  R.  Watrous, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
S,  H.  P.  Lee, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr. 

1808. 
Avery  Downer, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr., 
Samuel  Mather, 
S.  H.  P.  Lee. 

1809. 
Samuel  Mather, 
Avery  Downer, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr., 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 
John  O.  Miner. 

1810. 
Samuel  Mather, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr., 
S.  H*  P*  Lee* 

1811. 

Avery  Downer, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr., 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 
Thomas  Miner. 


1812. 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
Thomas  Coit, 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 
Thomas  Miner. 

1813. 

Avery  Downer, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Thomas  Coit, 
Thomas  Miner, 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 

1814. 
Avery  Downer, 
Eiisha  North, 
John  0.  Miner, 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 
George  Tisdale. 

1815. 

Avery  Downer, 
Thomas  Coit, 
Eiisha  North, 
John  O.  Miner, 
George  Tisdale. 

1816. 

John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
Eiisha  North, 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 
Vine  Utley. 

1817. 
Eiisha  North, 
John  O.  Miner, 
George  Tisdale, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
Sylvester  Wooster. 

1818. 
John  Smith, 
George  Downer, 
Sylvester  Wooster, 
Nath'l  S.  Perkins, 
Benj.  S.  Stoddard. 

1819. 
John  O.  Miner, 
Eiisha  North, 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 
George  Downer, 
Sylveiter  Wooster. 


1820. 
Nothing  is  on  record 
(in  the  possession 
of  the  clerk)  dur- 
ing this  year. 

1821, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Eiisha  North, 
Wm.  P.  Eaton, 
Avery  Downer, 
Lucius  Tyler. 

1822. 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
George  Tisdale, 
Frederick  Morgan, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 

1823. 
Archibald  Mercer, 
Wm.  P.  Eaton, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
Sylvester  Wooster, 
John  L.  Smith. 

1824. 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Thomas  T.  Wells, 
Richard  P.  Tracy, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
Wm.  P.  Eaton. 

1825. 

Nath'l  S.  Perkins, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Wm.  P.  Eaton, 
Sylvester  Wooster, 
Archibald  Mercer.* 

1826. 
Thomas  T.  Wells, 
Lucius  Tyler, 
John  C.  Tibbetts, 
Reuben  Burgess, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1827. 

Nath'l  S.  Perkins, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
Wm.  W.  Miner, 
Thomas  T.  Wells, 
Benj.  F.  Stoddard. 
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1828. 
Maaon  P.  Manning, 
Joseph  Comstock, 
£.  B.  Downing^ 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Benj.  F.  Stoddard. 

1629. 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
John  C.  Tibbits, 
Nathan  Tissdale, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Nath'I  S.  Perkins. 

1830. 
Wm.  Robinson, 
Oeoi^e  E.  Palmer^ 
Avery  Downer, 
Maaon  Manning, 
Joseph  Peabody. 

1831. 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
James  Morgan, 
Worthington  Hooker, 
George  E.  Palmer, 
Nath'l  S.  Perkins. 

1832. 
Avery  Downer, 
E.  B.  Downing, 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Thomas  P.  Wattles, 
Mason  Manning. 

1833. 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
Nath'l  S.  Perkins, 
George  E.  Palmer, 
R.  A.  Man  waring, 
Benj.  F.  Stoddard. 

1834. 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
£.  B.  Downing, 
John  C.  Tibbetts, 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Wm.  W.  Miner, 

1835. 
Wm.  Hyde, 
James  Morgan, 
Ephraim  Fellows, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
Wm.  W.  Miner. 


1836.  1844. 

Lucius  Tyler,  Joseph  Durfee, 

Joseph  Comstock,         Worthington  Hooker, 
E.  B.  Downing,  Ashbel  Woodward,  ' 

Worthington  Hooker,  Elijah  Dyer,  Jr., 
Dyer  T.  Brainard.       William  Hyde. 


1837. 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
James  Rogers, 
Wm.  Hyde, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1838. 
Ralph  Fa ms worthy 
Wm.  W.  Miner, 
Joseph  Durfee, 
E.  B  Downing, 
Austin  F.  Perkins. 

1839. 
Nath'l  S.  Perkins, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
H.  C.  Beardsley, 
Jonn  C.  Tibbetts, 
Jonathan  W.  Brooks. 

1840. 
Joseph  Comstock, 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Nath'l  S.^erkins, 
Joseph  Durfee, 
Avery  Downer. 

1841. 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
James  Morgan, 
William  Hyde, 
Joseph  Durfee, 
Benj.  F.  Stoddard. 

1842. 
Elijah  Dyer,  Jr., 
Louis  Phinney, 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Ashbel  Woodward, 
Eleazer  B.  Downing. 

1843. 
Avery  Downer, 
Ralph  Farnsworth, 
Thomas  P.  Wattles, 
Worthington  Hooker, 
David  Holmeau 


1845. 
Avery  Downer, 
Worthington  Hooker, 
Wm  W.  J.  Warren, 
Mason  Manning, 
Isaac  G.  Porter. 

1846. 
Avery  Downer, 
Chauncey  Burgess, 
John  P.  Fuller, 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Benjamin  T.  Roath, 

1847. 
Chauncey  Burgess, 
Ashbel  Woodward, 
Rufus  W.  Mathewson, 
John  D.  Ford, 
Eleazer  B.  Downing. 

1848. 
Nath'l  S.  Perkins, 
B.  Fordyce  Barker, 
Wm.  W.  Miner, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
George  E.  Palmer. 

1849. 
Ashbel  B.  Haile, 
Ashbel  Woodward, 
John  C.  Bolles, 
Avery  Downer, 
Joseph  Comstock. 

1850. 
Eleazer  B.  Downing, 
Wm.  Hyde,  Jr., 
Chauncey  Burgess, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
Mason  Manning. 
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FAIBFIBLD  COUNTY. 


1792. 
James  Potter, 
Thaddeus  Betts, 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
James  Clark, 
Amos  Mead. 

1793. 
James  Potter, 
Thaddeus  Betts, 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
James  Clark, 
James  £.  Beach. 

1794. 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
Eli  Perry, 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
Bennet  Perry, 
James  Clark. 

1795. 
James  Clark, 
James  Potter, 
Gideon  Shepard, 
James  E.  Beach, 
William  Shelton. 

1796. 
James  Potter, 
Thaddeus  Betts, 
Gideon  Shepard, 
William  Shelton, 
Eli  Perry. 

1797. 
James  Potter, 
Gideon  Shepard, 
James  E.  Beach, 
William  Shelton, 
Bennet  Perry. 

1798. 
James  Potter, 
Thaddeus  Betts, 
William  Shelton, 
James  E.  Beach, 
Honea  Hurlburt. 


1799. 
James  Potter, 
William  Shelton, 
Ezra  Curtis, 
Hasea  Hurlburt, 
James  E.  Beach. 

1800. 
James  Potter, 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
Gideon  Shepard, 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
Thaddeus  Betts. 

1801. 
James  Potter, 
Thadeus  Betts, 
William  Shelton, 
James  B.  Beach, 
Benjamin  Curtiss. 

1802. 
James  Potter, 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
William  Shelton, 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
James  E.  Beach. 

1803. 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
Hosea  Hurl  but, 
William  Shelton, 
Samuel  Webb, 
Eli  Perry. 

1804. 

William  Shelton, 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
Thaddeus  Betts, 
Eli  Perry, 
Benjamin  Curtiss. 

1805. 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
Bennet  Perry, 
Eli  Perry, 
William  Beard, 
Benjamin  Curtiss. 


1806. 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
Bennet  Perry, 
William  Shelton, 
Benjamin  Curtiss, 
William  Beard. 

1807. 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
William  Shelton, 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
Benjamin  Curtiss, 
William  Beard. 

1808. 
Bennet  Perry, 
Gideon  Shepherd, 
William  Shelton, 
Benjamin  Curtiss, 
Gideon  Beardsley. 

1809. 
Eli  Perry, 
Gideon  Shepherd, 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
Bennet  Perry, 
Gideon  Beardsley. 

1810. 
Bennet  Perry, 
Benj.  Curtiss,  Jr., 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
^oah  A.  Lacy, 
Gideon  Shepard. 

1811. 

William  Shelton, 
Benj.  Curtiss,  Jr., 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Daniel  Comstock, 
Bennet  Perry. 

1812. 
Daniel  Comstock, 
Benj.  Curtiss,  Jr., 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Noah  A.  Lacy, 
Bennet  Perry. 
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1813. 
Bennet  Perry, 
Benj.  Curtiss,  2d, 
Daniel  ^Comstock, 
Gideon  Beardslej, 
Ansel  Hoyt. 

.1814. 
Gideon  Shepherd, 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Daniel  Comstock, 
Benj.  Curtiss,  Jr., 
Alfred  H.  Betts. 

1815. 
Benjamin  Curtiss, 
Daniel  Comstock, 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Noah  A.  Lacy, 
Alfred  H.  Betts. 

1816. 

William  Shelton, 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Nathan  Tisdale, 
Daniel  Comstock , 
Isaac  Jennings. 

1817. 
William  Shelton, 
Noah  A.  Lacy, 
Isaac  Jennings, 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Nathan  Tisdale. 

1818. 
Bennet  Perry, 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Noah  A.  Lacy, 
Ansel  Hoyt, 
Isaac  Jennings. 

1819. 
Gideon  Sheperd, 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Noah  A.  Lacy, 
Isaac  Jennings, 
R.  B.  Bottsford. 

1820. 
An  adjourned  Con- 
vention. 


1821. 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Nathan  Tisdale, 
John  Tomlinson, 
John  Judson, 
Elijah  Middlebrook. 

1822. 

Nathan  Tisdale, 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Cyreneus  Booth, 
J.  C.  Hardyear, 
G.  Beardsley. 

1823. 
G.  Beardsley, 
Nathan  Tisdale, 
Cyreneus  H.  Booth, 
Lloyd  Seely, 
E.  Middlebrook. 

1824. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Nathan  Tisdale, 
Horace  Ames, 
Cyreneus  H.  Booth, 
Rufus  Blakeman. 

1825. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Samuel  Simons, 
Wm.  R.  Shelton, 
Cyreneus  H.  Booth, 
John  Tomlinson. 

1826. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
John  Judson, 
Samuel  Simons, 
Daniel  Upford, 
Orrin  J.  Taylor. 

1827. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
John  Goulding, 
Samuel  Simons, 
WiUiam  T.  Shelton, 
Daniel  Upford, 

1828. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Samuel  Simons, 
Daniel  Upford, 
John  A.  McLean, 
William  T.  Shelton. 


1829. 
Samuel  Simons, 
Sturges  Bulkley, 
Lloyd  Seeley, 
Geo.  Blackman, 
T.  D.  Shepard. 

1830. 
John  Judson, 
Samuel  Simons. 
Daniel  Upford, 
John  Groulding, 
Rufus  Blakeman. 

1831. 
S.  Middlebrook, 
T.  D.  Shepard, 
E.  Middlebrook, 
M.  N.  Shelton, 
John  Tomlinson. 

1882. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
Sturges  Bulkley, 
Lloyd  Seeley, 
John  Tomlinson. 

1893. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Geo.  Blackman, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
James  Baldwin, 
Lloyd  Seeley. 

1834. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
A.  L.  Williams, 
James  Baldwin, 
Justus  Sherwood. 

1835. 
Wm.  T.  Shelton, 
Geo.  Blackman, 
Lloyd  Seeley, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
Ambrose  Beardsley. 

1886. 
Ezra  P.  Bennett, 
Samuel  Beach, 
Sturges  Bulkley, 
A.  L.  Williams, 
Greorge  Dyer. 
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1887. 
J.  T.  Denison, 
Ezra  P.  Bennett, 
E.  B.  Middlebrook, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
John  Judson. 

1838. 
J.  T.  Denison, 
Chauncey  Ayres, 
Justus  Sherwood, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
Daniel  H.  Nash. 

1839. 

Rufus  Blakeman, 
Emery  Bissell, 
St  urges  Bulkley, 
J.  T.  Denison, 
Uriah  Turner. 

1840. 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
Geo.  Blackman, 
Ezra  P.  Bennett, 
Samuel  Beach, 
J.  T.  Denison. 

1841. 
H.  N.  Bennett, 
Sturges  Bulkley, 
A.  L.  Williams,' 
Samuel  S.  Noyes, 
R.  B.  Botsford. 


1842. 

Samuel  Simons, 
J.  T.  Denison, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
E.  B.  Middlebrook, 
Geo.  Blackman. 


1847. 

Sturges  Bulkley, 
A.  L.  Williams, 
H.  N.  Bennett, 
S.  Middlebrook, 
Geo.  Dyer. 


1643.  1848. 

Samuel  Beach,  Rufus  Blakeman, 

George  Dyer,  Sturges  Bulkley, 

S.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeck,  Samuel  Beach, 
Sturges  Bulkley,  H.  N.  Bennett, 
Edwin  A.  Lacy.  E.  Middlebrook. 


1644. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
A.  L.  Williams, 
E.  B.  Middlebrook, 
Geo.  Blackman. 

1845. 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
Samuel  Beach, 
C.  Ayres, 
Samuel  S.  Noyes, 
Geo.  Blackman. 

1846. 

Samuel  Simons, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
Samuel  Beach, 
Geo.  Blackman, 
Lloyd  Seeley. 


1849. 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
Samuel  Beach, 
H.  N.  Bennett, 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Geo.  Blackman. 

1650. 
T.  J.  Judson, 
Samuel  Beach, 
Geo.  Blackman, 
E.  Middlebrook. 


LITCHFIELD  COTTNTT. 


1792. 

Seth  Bird, 
Samuel  Orton, 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Seth  Hastings, 
Samuel  Rockwell. 

1798. 

Seth  Bird, 
Daniel  Sheldon, 
Seth  Hastings, 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Samuel  Orton. 


1794. 

Seth  Bird, 
Daniel  Sheldon, 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington. 

1795. 

Seth  Bird, 
Daniel  Sheldon, 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Samuel  Rockwell, 
Nathaniel  Perry. 


1796. 
Samuel  Orton, 
Daniel  Sheldon, 
Samuel  Rockwell, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Caleb  Austin. 

1797. 
Daniel  Sheldon, 
Samuel  Rockwell, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Phineas  Meigs, 
Aaron  Coleman. 
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1708. 
Samuel  Orton, 
Daoiel  Sheldon, 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Caleb  Austin. 

1799. 

Samuel  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Abel  Catlin, 
Anthony  Burritt. 

1800. 
Samuel  Orton, 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Anthony  Burritt. 

1801. 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Anthony  Burritt, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Benjamin  Welch. 

1802. 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Benjamin  Welch, 
Gideon  Woodruff. 

1803. 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Benjamin  Welch, 
Gideon  Woodruff, 
Elijah  Lyman. 

1804. 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Benjamin  Welch, 
Timothy  Clark, 
Elijah  Lyman. 

1805. 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Benjamin  Welch, 
Gideon  Woodruff. 


1806. 

Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Gideon  Woodruff, 
Benjamin  Welch. 
Frederick  Plumb. 

1807. 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Benjamin  Welch, 
Warren  R.  Fowler. 

1808. 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Benjamin  Welch. 

1809. 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Benjamin  Welch, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Elijah  Lyman, 
Samuel  Buel. 

1810. 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Benjamin  Welch, 
Samuel  Buel. 

1811. 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Timothy  Clark, 
Elijah  Lyman, 
Samuel  Buel. 

1812. 

Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Timothy  Clark, 
Elijah  Lyman, 
Warren  R.  Fowler. 

1818. 

Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Elijah  Lyman, 
Samuel  Buel, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 


1814. 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Elijah  Lyman, 
Jehiel  Williams. 

1815. 

Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Elijah  Lyman, 
Jehiel  Williams. 

1816. 

Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Elijah  Lyman, 
Jehiel  Williams. 

1817. 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
William  Buel, 
Jehiel  Williams. 

1818. 

William  Buel, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Benjamin  Welch, 
John  Calhoun, 
Joshua  Cornwall. 

1819. 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
William  Buel, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Conant  Catlin. 

1820. 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
William  Buel, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Conant  Catlin. 

1821. 

Samuel  Rockwell, 
William  Buel, 
John  Calhoun, 
Erastus  L.  Hart, 
Warren  R.  Fowler. 
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1822. 

Samuel  Rockwell, 
William  Buel, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Roswell  Abernethy, 
Conant  Catlin, 

1823. 

William  Buef, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Roewell  Abernethy, 
Conant  Catlin, 
Horatio  Gridley. 

1824. 

Samuel  Buel, 
Gaylord  Wells, 
Samuel  W.  Gould, 
Luther  Ticknor, 
Horatio  Gridley. 

1825. 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
William  Buel, 
RoBwell  Abernethy, 
Conant  Catlin, 
Luiher  Ticknor. 

1826. 

Samuel  Buel, 
Conant  Catlin, 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 
Samuel  W.  Gold, 
John  L.  West. 

1827. 

Jehiel  Williams, 
Gaylord  Wells, 
Lyman  Catlin, 
Samuel  R.  Childs, 
Luther  Ticknor. 


1880. 

Conant  Catlin, 
Luther  Ticknor, 
Moses  A.  Lee, 
Norman  Bull, 
Benj.  Welch,  Jr. 

1881. 
R,  M.  Fowler, 
Geo.  O.  Jarvis, 
Manly  Peters, 
Norman  Lyman, 
1.  T.  HoUister. 

1832. 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 
Lyman  Catlin, 
Ralph  Deming, 
Joel  G.  Candee, 
J.  G.  Beckwith. 

1833. 
Samuel  Buel, 
G.  H.  Minor, 
Theodore  C.  Hand, 
Caleb  Ticknor, 
Samuel  W.  Gold. 

1834. 

Norman  Lyman, 
Benj.  Welch, 
Lyman  Catlin, 
Gaylord  Wells, 
R.  M.  Fowler. 

1885. 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 
J.  G.  Beckwith, 
Burritt  B.  North, 
Manly  Peters, 
Charles  Vail. 


1828.  1836. 

William  Buel,  Luther  Ticknor, 

Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  E,  D.  Hudson, 
Johnson  C.  Hatch,  Lyman  Catlin, 
Joel  G.  Candee,  R.  M.  Fowler, 

Conant  Catlin.  Samuel  Buel. 


1829. 
R.  C.  Abernethy^ 
Samuel  W.  Gold, 
Luther  Ticknor, 
Jairus  Case, 
R.  M.  Fowler. 


1887. 
Norman  Lyman, 
J.  G.  Beckwith, 
Luther  Ticknor, 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 
G.  H.  St.  John. 


1888. 
Benj.  Welch,  Jr., 
S.  W.  Gold, 
Myron  Downs, 
C.  H.  Webb, 
E.  D.  Hudson. 

1889. 
R.  M.  Fowler, 
W.  J.  Barry, 
Norman  Lyman, 
A.  M.  Huxley, 
J.  G.  Beckwith. 

1840. 
R.  M.  Fowler, 
Manley  Peters, 
Rurrilt  B.  North, 
Myron  Downs, 
G.  H.  St.  John. 

1841. 
J.  G.  Beckwith, 
R.  L.  Woodruff, 
S.  W.  Gold, 
Wells  Beardsley, 
A.  M.  Huxley. 

1842. 
R.  M.  Fowler, 
Benj.  Welch,  Jr., 
Samuel  Buel, 
John  S.  Wolcott, 
Charles  Vail. 

1843. 
R.  M.  Woodruff, 
Myron  Downs, 
Benj.  Welch,  Jr., 
S.  W.  Gold, 
H.  Baldwin. 

1844. 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 
Geo.  Seymour, 
Norman  Lyman, 
John  A.  Gillette, 
T.  T.  Seeley. 

1845. 
R.  M.  Fowler, 
J.  G.  Beckwith, 
W.  B.  DeForest, 
E.  B.  Lyman. 
Albert  A.  Wright 
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1846. 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 
S.  W.  Gold, 
R.  M.  Woodrufi; 
Myron  Downs, 
Manly  Peters. 

1847. 
Benj.  Welch,  Jr., 
Loomis  North, 
Sidney  H.  Lyman, 
D.  £.  Bostwick, 
A.  M.  Huxley. 


1848. 
Norman  Lyman, 
Wm.  W.  Welch, 

A.  A.  Wright, 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 

B.  B.  North. 

1849. 
J.  6.  Beck  with, 
P.  Beardsley, 
R.  M.  Fowler, 
Myron  Downs, 
£.  P.  Lyman. 


1850. 

Manly  Peters, 
Ralph  Demiog, 
James  Welch, 
G.  H.  St.  John, 
J.  £.  Smith. 


WIWDHAM   COITNTY. 


1792. 
John  Clark, 
Elisha  Perkins, 
Elisha  Lord, 
A.  Waldo, 
Isaac  Knight. 

1793. 
John  Clark, 
Elisha  Perkins, 
Elisha  Lord, 
A.  Waldo, 
Allan  Campbell. 

1794. 
Elisha  Perkins, 
Elisha  Lord, 
John  Clark, 
Joseph  Baker, 
Jonathan  Wall. 

1795. 
Elisha  Lord, 
Elisha  Perkins, 
Joseph  Baker, 
John  Brewster, 
Jonathan  Hall. 

1796. 
Elisha  Lord, 
John  Brewster, 
Joseph  Baker, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Leonard  Bacon. 


1797. 
John  Brewster, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Leonard  Bacon, 
Thaddeus  Clark, 
Penuel  Hutchins. 

1798. 
John  Brewster, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Leonard  Bacon, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Thaddeus  Clark. 

1799. 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Leonard  Bacon, 
Thaddeus  Clark, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Penuel  Hutchins. 

1800. 
Penuel  Hutchins, 
Leonard  Bacon, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Siah  Fuller. 

1801. 
Penuel  Hutchms, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Leonard  Bacon. 


1802. 
Penuel  Hutchins, 
Robert  Grosvner, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Thaddeus  Clark. 

1808. 
Penuel  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Thaddeus  Clark, 
Siah  Fuller. 

*  1806. 
Thomas  Morse, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr. 

1807. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Thomas  Morse, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Darius  Hutchins. 

1908. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Thomas  Morse. 


*  The  reoonib  for  1804  and  1805  are  wanting. 
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1809. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Thomas  Morse, 
Robert  Grosvener, 
Andrew  Harris. 

1810. 
Darius  Hutch  ins, 
Andrew  Harris, 
Rufus  Johnson, 
Erastus  Robinson, 
Daniel  Lyman. 

1811. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Andrew  Harris. 

1812. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Rufus  Johnson, 
Andrew  Harris, 
Daniel  Lyman. 

1813. 

Penuel  Hutchins, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Rufus  Johnson, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 

1814. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Penuel  Hutchins, 
Rufus  Johnson, 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr. 

1815. 

Penuel  Hutchins, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr», 
Andrew  Harris, 
Rufus  Johnson. 

1816. 

Thomas  Hubbard, 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Rufus  Johnson, 


1817. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Elijah  Baldwin, 
Charles  Moulton, 
Andrew  Harris. 

1818. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Andrew  Harris, 
Silas  Fuller, 
Penuel  Hutchins. 

1819. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Andrew  Harris, 
Penuel  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 


1825. 

Andrew  Harris, 
Waldo  Hutchins, 
Chester  Hunt, 
William  Webb, 
Elijah  Baldwin. 

1826. 
Andrew  Harris, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Earl  Swift, 
Archibald  Welch, 
Luther  Manning, 

1827. 

Josiah  Fuller, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Harvey  Campbell, 
Asa  Witter, 


William  A.  Brewster.  William  A.  Brewster. 


1820. 
No  record. 


1821. 

Josiah  Fuller, 
Andrew  Harris, 
Earl  Swift, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Elijah  Baldwin. 

1822. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Luther  Manning, 
Charles  Moulton, 
Earl  Swift, 
Archibald  Welch. 

1823. 
Josiah  Fuller, 
Elijah  Baldwin, 
Waldo  Hutchins, 
Luther  Manning, 
Chester  Hunt. 

1824. 
Josiah  Fuller, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr.y 
Earl  Swift, 
Silas  Fuller, 


William  A.  Brewster.  Harvey  Campbell. 


1828. 
Elijah  Baldwin, 
Darius  Hutchinsi 
Hiram  Holt, 
William  H.  Cogswell, 
Morey  Burgess.     • 

1829. 
Andrew  Harris, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Orin  Witter, 
William  Hutchins, 
Patrick  Carpenter. 

1830. 
Elijah  Baldwin, 
Joseph  Palmer^ 
Thomas  Huntington, 
William  A.  Brewster. 
William  Webb. 

1831. 

Hiram  Holt, 
Andrew  Harris, 
John  G.  Pierce, 
Isaac  Clark, 
Samuel  Bowen. 

1832. 

Luther  Manning, 
Chester  Hunt, 
Morey  Burgess, 
Patrick  Carpenter, 
James  B.  Whitoomb. 
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1833.  1839. 

William  A.  Brewster,  Hiram  Holt, 
Hanrey  Campbell,        William  H.  Cogswell, 
William  Grosvener,    Darius  Hutchins, 
William  Hutchins,      Justin  Hammond, 
Charles  T.  Morse.       Lorenzo  Marcy. 


1884. 
Andrew  Harris, 
David  E.  Hall, 
Wm.  H.  Campbell, 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Waiiam  Witter. 

1835. 
Hiram  Holt, 
Eleazer  Litchfield, 
Justin  Hammond, 
Tirgil  M.  Palmer, 
Morey  Burgess. 

1636. 
Elijah  Baldwin, 
Isaac  Clark, 
Samuel  Bowen, 
John  G.  Pierce, 
William  Grosvenor. 

1837. 
Andrew  Harris, 
Daniel  A    Hovey, 
William  Witter, 
John  H.  Simmons, 
Orrin  Witter. 

1838. 
Elijah  Baldwin, 
Harvey  Campbell, 
Chester  Hunt, 
Wm.  A.  Brewster, 
Benj.  B.  Spalding. 


1845. 

William  Witter, 
Justin  Hammond, 
Milton  Bradford, 
Nathan  S.  Pike, 
Chester  Hunt. 

1846. 
Harvey  Campbell, 
William  H.  Cogswell, 
Eleazer  Litchfield, 
Fenner  H.  Peckham, 
Lewis  Williams. 

1847. 
William  Witter, 
Daniel  A.  Hovey, 
David  E.  Hall, 
Hiram  Holt, 
Lorenzo  Marcy. 

1842.  1848. 

William  H.  Cogswell,  Hiram  Holt, 
William  Witter,  Joseph  Palmer, 

Chester  Hunt,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Jr., 

Asa  Witter,  William  H.  Cogswell, 

Harvey  Campbell.       James  B.  Whitcomb. 


1840. 
William  Hutchins, 
William  Witter, 
Calvin  B.  Bromley, 
Eleazer  Litchfield, 
John  H.  Simmons. 

1841. 
Asa  Witter, 
William  Hutchins, 
William  Witter, 
Eleazer  Litchfield, 
William  Webb. 


1843. 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Henry  H.  Hough, 
James  B.  Whitcomb, 
Calvin  B.  Bromley, 
Nathan  Adams. 

1844. 
Morey  Burgess, 
Dyer  Huchs, 
Lorenzo  Marcy, 
Orrin  Witter, 
Cyrus  Hutchins. 


1849. 

Orrin  Witter, 
Asa  Witter, 
Charles  H.  Fuller, 
Fenner  H.  Peckham, 
DeWitt  C.  Lathrop. 

1850. 
Daniel  A.  Hovey, 
Samuel  Bowen, 
Nathan  S.  Pike, 
William  Witter, 
David  E.  Hall. 


MIDDLBSBZ    COUNTT. 


1792. 
Thomas  Moseley, 
John  Ely, 
John  Osbom. 

1793. 
Thomas  Moseley, 
John  Osbom, 
Eliflha  Phelps. 


1794. 
John  Osbom, 
Thomas  Moseley, , 
Ebenezer  Tracy. 

1795. 
Thomas  Mosely, 
John  Osborn, 
John  Ely. 


1796. 
Thomas  Moseley, 
John  Osborn, 
Richard  Ely. 

1797. 
Thomas  Mosely, 
John  Osbom, 
William  B.  Hall, 
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1798. 
Thomas  Mosely, 
Ebenezer  Tracy, 
William  B.  Hall. 

1810. 
Richard  Ely,  Jr., 
Smith  Clark, 
Samuel  Carter. 

1822. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Samuel  Carter, 
Andrew  F.  Warner. 

1799. 

No  record. 

1811. 
Richard  Ely,  Jr., 
Christopher  Holmes, 
John  Richmond. 

1823. 

Thomas  Miner, 
Samuel  Carter, 
Andrew  F.  Warner. 

1800. 
No  record. 

1812. 
Richard  Ely,  Jr., 
Samuel  Carter, 
John  Richmond. 

1824. 

Thomas  Miner, 
Rufus  Turner, 
Andrew  F.  Warner. 

1801. 
Thomas  Mfoseley. 
William  B.  Hall, 
Richard  Ely. 

1813. 
Richard  Ely,  Jr., 
Samuel  Carter, 
John  Richmond. 

1825. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Samuel  Carter, 
Frederick  Morgan. 

1802. 
Thomas  Moseley, 
William  B.  Hall, 
Richard  Ely. 

1814. 
Richard  Ely,  Jr., 
Samuel  Carter, 
John  Richmond. 

1826. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Rufus  Turner, 
Richard  Warner. 

1603. 

Thomas  Moseley, 
William  B.  Hall, 
Elisha  Mather. 

1815. 
Richard  Ely.  Jr., 
Samuel  Carter, 
Thomas  Miner. 

1827. 
Samuel  Carter, 
Edward  S.  Cone, 
Dan  Platts. 

1804. 
Thomas  Moseley, 
William  B.  Hall, 
Smith  Clark. 

1816. 

William  Tully, 
Samuel  Carter, 
Thomas  Miner. 

1828. 
Samuel  Carter, 
Henry  Woodward, 
Rufus  Turner. 

1805. 
Thomas  Moseley, 
Richard  Ely, 
William  B.  Hall. 

1817. 

William  Tully, 
Samuel  Carter, 
Thomas  Miner. 

1829. 

Samuel  Carter, 
Henry  Woodward, 
Thomas  Miner. 

1806. 
William  B.  Hall, 
Smith  Clark, 
Levi  Ward. 

1818. 

William  Tully, 
Jesse  Bigelow, 
Thomas  Miner. 

1830. 

Samuel  Carter, 
Richard  Warner, 
Charles  Smith. 

1807. 
Richard  Ely,  Jr., 
Smith  Clark, 
John  Richmond. 

1819- 

Austin  Alcott,     " 
Gideon  A.  Dickinson 
Thomas  Miner. 

1831. 
Thomas  Miner, 
.  Ira  Hutchinson, 
Benj.  H.  Catlin. 

1808. 
No  record. 

1820. 

No  record. 

1832. 
Asa  H.  Kingi 
Samuel  Carter, 
David  Harrison. 

1809. 
No  record. 

1821. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Samuel  Carter, 
William  Tully. 

1833. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Asa  M.  Holt, 
Caleb  H.  Austin. 
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1884. 
Ricbard  Warner, 
S.  B.  Willey, 
Samuel  Carter. 

1835. 
Geo.  H.  Abemethy, 
Ira  Hutch ioaon, 
Charles  Smith. 

1R36. 
Joseph  Barratt, 
Asa  H.  King, 
B.  H.  CaUin. 

1837. 
Charles  Woodward^ 
Thomas  Miner,  2d., 
A.  M.  Holt. 

1838. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Asa  L.  Spalding, 
F.  W.  Shepard. 

1839. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Ira  Hutchinson, 
Richard  Warner. 


1840. 
Rufus  Turner, 
6.  H.  Abernethy, 
B.  H.  Catlin. 

1841. 
Thomas  Miner  2d, 
Seth  L.  Child, 
Elisha  B.  Nye. 

1842. 
Charles  Woodward, 
Ira  Huichinson, 
Rufus  Turner. 

1843. 
William  B.  Casey, 
A.  H.  King, 
Datus  Williams. 

1844. 
Geo.  O.  Jarvis, 
F.  W.  Shepard, 
Horace  Burr. 

1845. 
Ira  Hutchinson, 
A.  M.  Holt, 
Richard  Warner. 


1846. 
Hamilton  Brewe)r, 
Rufus  Baker, 
Ambrose  Pratt. 

1847. 
Elisha  B.  Nye, 

A.  H.  King, 
Wm.  H.  Tremaine. 

1848. 
Wm.  B.  Casey,      ' 
G.  C.  H.  Gilbert, 
F.  W.  Shepard. 

1849. 
Franklin  Woodruff, 

B.  F.  Fowler, 
Ira  Hutchinson. 

1850. 
Richard  Warner, 
Datus  Williams, 
Rufus  Baker. 


TOLLAIVD  COTTNTY. 


1792. 
Ichabod  Warner, 
Jeremiah  West, 
Joseph  Parker. 

1793. 
Ichabod  Warner, 
Jeremiah  West, 
Miner  Grant. 

1794. 
Ichabod  Warner, 
Lewis  Collins, 
William  Grosvenor. 

1795. 
Ichabod  Warner, 
Joseph  Parker, 
Collins. 


1796. 
Ichabod  Warner, 
Jeremiah  West, 
Collins.   ' 


1797.  1802. 

Ichabod  Warner,  Samuel  Willard, 

William  Grosvenor, }  Ruggles  Carpenter, 

«.  Tyt  a  Nathan  Howard. 


Simeon  Field. 

1798. 
Ichabod  Warner, 
Jeremiah  West, 
Joseph  Parker.  ' 

1799. 
Ichabod  Warner,  ^' 
Jeremiah  West, 
Simeon  Field. 

1800. 
Jeremiah  West, 
Nathan  Howard, 
Ruggles  Carpenter. 

1801. 
Jeremiah  West, 
Ruggles  Carpenter, 
Nathan  Howard. 


1803. 
Nathan  Howard, 
Ruggles  Carpenter, 
Samuel  Willard. 

1804. 
Jeremiah  West, 
Ruggles  Carpenter, 
John  S.  Peters. 

1805. 
Jeremiah  West, 
Ruggles  Carpenter, 
John  S.  Peters. 

1806. 
John  S.  Peters, 
Ruggles  Carpenter, 
Nathan  Howard. 
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1807. 

1819. 

1831. 

Ebenezer  Hunt, 

John  S.  Peters, 

Earl  Swift, 

John  S.  Peters, 

John  Grant, 

Jabez  L.  White, 

Ruggles  Carpenter. 

Samuel  Simons. 

Warren  A.  Fuller. 

1808. 

1820. 

1832. 

Ruggles  Carpenter, 

No  record. 

Eleazer  Hunt, 

John  S.  Peters, 

Alden  Skinner, 

Eleazer  McKray. 

Archibald  Welch. . 

1809. 

1821. 

1833. 

Ruggles  Carpenter, 

John  S.  Peters, 

Silas  Fuller, 

John  S.  Peters, 

Eleazer  Hunt, 

Earl  Swift, 

Nathan  Howard. 

Jabez  L.  White. 

Oliver  K.  Isham. 

1810. 

1822. 

1834. 

Samuel  Willard, 

John  S.  Peters, 

Ahijah  Ladd, 

John  S.  Peters, 

Nathan  Howard, 

Horatio  Dow, 

Eleazer  McKray. 

Eleazer  Hunt. 

Warren  A.  Fuller. 

1811. 

1823. 

1835. 

Nathan  Howard, 

Nathan  Howard, 

Joseph  C.  Dow, 

John  S.  Peters, 

John  Grant, 

Earl  Swift, 

Daniel  Peck. 

Horatio  Dow, 

Alvan  Talcott. 

1812. 

1824. 

1836. 

John  S.  Peters, 

John  S.  Peters, 

Jabez  L.  White, 

Daniel  Peck, 

Eleazer  Hunt, 

Horatio  Dow, 

Rodolphus  Ladd. 

Joseph  Sibley. 

Alden  Skinner. 

1813. 

1825. 

1837. 

Samuel  Willard, 

Allen  Hyde, 

Archibald  Welch, 

John  S.  Peters, 

Orrin  Hunt, 

Wm.  H.  Richardson, 

Judah  Bliss. 

Abijah  Ladd. 

Oliver  K.  Isham. 

1814. 

1826. 

1838. 

Nathan  Howard, 

Eleazer  Hunt, 

Earl  Swift, 

Rodolphus  Ladd, 

Orrin  Hunt, 

Joshua  C.  Blodget, 

Silas  Fuller. 

Alden  Skinner. 

Alden  Skinner. 

1815. 

1827. 

1 839. 

Nathan  Howard, 

Jabez  L.  White, 

Orrin  C.  White, 

John  S.  Peters, 

Ahijah  Ladd, 

Eleazer  Hunt, 

Daniel  Peck. 

Chauncey  Burgess. 

Ahijah  Ladd. 

1816. 

1828. 

1840. 

John  S.  Peters, 

Silas  Fuller, 

Horatio  Dow, 

Daniel  Peck, 

Horatio  Dow, 

Wm.  H.  Richardson, 

Eleazer  Hunt. 

Archibald  Welch. 

Joseph  C.  Dow. 

1817. 

1829. 

1841. 

Nathan  Howard, 

Silas  Fuller, 

Timothy  Dimock, 

John  S.  Peters, 

Earl  Swift, 

Jabez  L.  White, 

Daniel  Peck. 

Oliver  K.  Isham. 

Ahijah  Ladd. 

1818. 

1830. 

1842. 

John  S.  Peters, 

Eleazer  Hunt, 

Orson  Wood, 

Daniel  Peck, 

Orson  Wood, 

Horatio  Dow, 

John  Grant. 

Timothy  Dimock. 

Oliver  K.  Isham, 
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184S«  1846. 

Wm.  H.  RicbardsoDy  Ahijah  Ladd, 
Ebenezer  Liodaey,      Norman  Brigham, 
Wm.  N.  Clark. .  Charles  T.  Sumner. 


1844. 
O^iTer  K.  Isham, 
El  rl  Swift, 
Horatio  Dow. 

1845. 
F.  L.  Dickinson, 
Alden  Skinner, 
Orrin  C.  White. 


1847. 
John  H.  Manning, 
Wm.  N.  Clark, 
Alden  Skinner. 

1848. 
F.  L.  Dickinson, 
Gilbert  H.  Preston, 
Alden  Skinner. 


1849. 

Adonijah  White, 

Orson  Wood, 

Elijah  A.  Woodward. 

1850. 
Orrin  C.  White, 
Benj.  M.  Coming, 
Timothy  Dimock. 


SrMMART  OF  OFFICERS  AND  FELLOWS,  LIVING  AND  DEAD. 

Living.  Dead.  Total. 

Presidents 4  12  ,  16 

Vice  Presidents,            -        ...       8  14  22 

Secretaries, 9  9  18 

Treasurers, 4  9  13 

CcmmUtees, 

Examination,             ....  25  14  39 

Nomination  of  Professors,    -        -        -  31  17  48 

Retreat  for  the  Insane,       ...  25  8  83 

Fellows. 

Living.  Removed  &  Living.  Dead.  Uncertain.    Total. 

Hartford    County,  —                 -                 —  -  — 

N.  Haven      "        41                  5                  25  2  73 

N.  London     "        —                 -                 —  -  — 

Fairfield        "28  7  28-63 

Litchfield       *'        82                12                  81  -  75 

Windham      "        —                —  —  -  — 

Middlesex      ''        20                12                  20  2  54 

ToUand         «        —               —  _  -  _ 

7 
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Committee  of  Examination  first  appointed  in  1813. 


1813  ♦Timothy  Hall, 

1814 

1835  Earl  Swift, 

1843 

•Joseph  Foote, 

1818 

1836  Milo  L.  North, 

1837 

♦Siah  Fuller, 

1814 

1837  *Thomas  Miner, 

1841 

1814  *Thoma8  Hubbard, 

1822 

David  S.  Dodge, 

1838 

*Nathan  Strong,  Jr., 

1818 

1838  Milo  L.  North, 

1839 

1816  *Thoma8  Miner, 

1824 

1839  Jermiah  T.  Denison, 

1843 

1818  *Warren  R.  Fowler, 

1827 

1841  Archibald  Welch, 

1846 

1822  *Eli  Todd, 

1824 

1842  Charles  Woodward, 

1845 

1824  William  Buel, 

1827 

1843  ♦Silas  Fuller, 

1846 

1825  *Sam'l  B.  Woodward,  1826 

R.  M.  Fowler, 

1844 

1826  *Sila8  Fuller, 

1837 

Wm.  H.  Cogswell, 

1847 

1827  •Thomas  Miner, 

1828 

1844  Rufus  Blakeman, 

1847 

Elijah  Middlebrook, 

1828 

1845  Josiah  6.  Beckwith, 

1848 

1828  John  O.  Miner, 

1829 

1846  George  Sunmer, 

1848 

*Conant  Call  in. 

1829 

Richard  Warner, 

1847 

1829  ♦Thomas  Miner, 

1830 

1847  H.A.  Grant, 

1849 

•Sam'l  B.  Woodward,  1833 

Earl  Swift, 

1849 

1830  *Conant  Catlin, 

1831 

William  Witter, 

1850 

•Andrew  Harris, 

1833 

1848  Richard  Warner, 

1850 

1831  ♦Luther  Ticknor 

1843 

Alvan  Talcott. 

1832  Archibald  Mercer, 

1834 

1849  Hiram  Holt. 

1833  *Thomas  Miner, 

1834 

Orson  Wood. 

Wm.  S.  Pierson, 

1835 

1850  P.  A.  Jewett 

1834  Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
♦Joseph  Palmer, 

1842 

Benj.  Welch. 

1836 

Committee  to  nominate  Superintendent  of  Reireat  for 
Insane,  first  appointed  at  the  Convention,  1823. 


1823  *Thomas  Hubbard,  1829 
♦Thomas  Miner,  1827 
William  Buel,  1824 
♦Josiah  Fuller,  1825 
William  Tully,  1824 

1824  Eli  Ives,  1847 
♦Silas  Fuller,  1825 

1825  William  Buel,  1838 
John  S.  Peters,  1838 

1827  ♦Josiah  Fuller,  1829 

1829  George  Sumner,  1831 

1831  Samuel  Carter,  1835 

1835  ♦Thomas  Miner,  1838 

1838  Greorge  Sumner,  1842 
Eleazer  B.  Downing,  1845 
Samuel  W.  Gold,  1842 

1839  ♦Amariah  Brigham,  1840 

1840  Richard  Warner,  1846 
1842  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  1843 


Wm.  H.  Cogswell, 

1843  Samuel  Buel, 
♦Jabez  L.  White, 

1844  Norman  Lyman, 

1845  J.  G.  Porter, 

1845  Samuel  Beach, 
William  Witter, 

1846  Johnson  C.  Hatch, 

1847  David  S.  Dodge, 
♦R.  M.  Woodruff, 
Sturges  Bulkley, 

1848  Hiram  Holt, 
Worthinffton  Hooker. 

1849  Ashbel  Woodward. 
Orrin  Witter. 
Thomas  Miner, 

1850  William  Witter, 
Rufus  Blakeman. 


the 


1843 
1844 
1845 
1845 
1847 
1848 
1847 
1849 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1849 


1850 
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Committee  for  the  nomination  of  Professors  in  Tale  College^ 

first  appoint^  in  1811. 


1811  *Johii  R.  WatrouB, 
*Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
£ii  Ives,  1811 


1812  ♦Joseph  Foot. 

♦Obadiah  Hotchkiss. 


Standing  Commitee  for  the  nomination  of  Professors,  first 

appointed  in  181 6. 


1816  *Mason  F.  Cogswell,  1825 
♦Thomas  Hubbard,  1827 
♦Nathan  Strong,  Jr.,  1817 

1817  William  Tully,  1821 

1818  ♦Thomas  Miner,  1821 
1821  ♦EliTodd,  1824 
1824  ♦Elijah  F.  Reed,  1825 
1826  ♦Thomas  Miner,  1827 

♦Sam'l  B.  Woodward,  3827 

1S27  Jehiel  Williams,  1829 

♦Isaac  Jennings,  1829 

♦Joseph  Palmer;  1828 

1828  Elijah  Middlebrook,  1829 

1829  ♦Eli  Todd,  1834 
♦Andrew  Harris,  1830 
♦Thomas  Miner,  1832 

1 830  ♦Luther  Ticknor,  1 83 1 

1831  George  Sumner,  1832 

1832  ♦Joseph  Palmer,  1834 
♦Henry  Woodward,  1833 

1833  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  1834 
George  Sumner,  1836 
♦Silas  Fuller,  1834 

1884  Rufos  Blakeman,  1836 

Milo  L.  North,  1836 

♦Andrew  Harris,  1840 

Gaylord  Wells,  1835 

1835  ♦Elisha  North,  1836 


1836  ♦Joseph  Palmer,  1839 

William  S.  Pierson,  1842 

Sturges  Bulkley,  1842 

Isaac  Goodsell,  1843 

1839  Josiah  G.  Beclcwith,  1842 

1840  Rufus  Turner,  1842 

1842  ♦Silas  Fuller,  1843 
William  Witter,  1843 
Orson  Wood,  1843 
Norman  Lyman,  1843 

1843  William  S.  Pierson,  1847 
Reynold  Webb,  1847 
Worthington  Hooker,  1844 
James  B.  Whitcomb,  1844 
Elijah  Middlebrook,  1845 

1844  Ashbel  Woodward  1848 
Henry  C.  Beardsley,  1845 

1845  R.  M.  Fowler,  1846 

1845  E.  E.  Hunt,  1848 

1846  George  Blackman,  1849 

1847  N.  B.  Ives,  1849 
George  B.  Hawley,  1850 

1848  Wm.  H.  Cogswell,  1850 
Alden  Skinner. 

1849  Elijah  Middlebrook, 
Norman  Lyman. 

1850  Johnson  C.  Hatch. 
Joeiah  G.  Beckwith. 
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M.  Manning,  Stonington, 

Orson  Wood,  Somers, 

Anson  Moody,         North  Haven. 

1841. 
Eli  Hall,  E.  Hartford, 

Joseph  F.  Jewett,  Gran  by, 

*E.  Litchfield,  Woodstook. 

1842. 
Wm.  C.  Williams,     Manchester, 
P.  Johnson,  Kingston,  R.  I., 

•Uriah  Turner,    New  York  City, 
S.  S.  Marcy,  Cold  Spring,  N.  J. 

1843. 
Alfred  Kellogg,  Avon, 

Vino  Smith,  Lisbon, 

Datus  Williams,         E.  Haddam, 
jCyrus  Hutchins,  Pomfret, 

Biel  Abbott,  Milford,  Mass. 

1844. 
Benj,  Rogers,  Hartford, 

George  Blackman,         Westport, 
Orrin  Witter,  Chaplin, 

R.  A,  Manwaring,  Ledyard. 


1845. 

S.  S.  Noyes,              N.  Canaan, 
S.  P.  Wattles         N.  Stonington, 
G.  H.  St.  John,  Gaylord's  Bridge. 

1846. 

G.  0.  Sumner, 

N.  Haven, 

Chauncey  Burgess, 
G.  0.  Jarvis, 

Norwich, 
Portland, 

Joseph  C.  Dow, 

1847. 

Stafford. 

Daniel  A.  Hovey, 
Joel  Canfield, 

Killingly, 
Guilford, 

Orrin  C.  White, 

Hebron. 

1848. 

J.  P.  Converse,  - 

Enfield. 

1849. 

Wm.  N.  Clark, 

Stafford, 

E.  Skinner, 

Ashford. 

1850. 

Merrill  W.  Williams 

,    N.York, 

Adonijah  White, 

Andover. 

y«. 
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CONMCTICUT   MEDICAL  SOCIETY,    i 


^ 


PROCEEDINGS 


AT    THK 


FOFTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


OF    THB 


COMECTICUT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 


MAY,   1851. 


WITH  A  UST  OP  MEMBERS. 


AMD  THX 


IBBRBSS  OR  THE  EARLY  PHYSICIANS  OF  CONNECTICUT, 


BY  GEORGE  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  * 

LAIS  PEXSIDKIfT  OF  THB  SOCIETY. 


■*-«• 


HARTFORD : 

PRESS  OF  CASE,  TIFFANY  AND  COMPANY. 

1851. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  President. 
RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


STAIVDIJVG  GOmillTTEES. 

Committee  of  Examination 

RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  ex  officio. 
ORSON  WOOD,  M.  D. 
P.  A.  JEWETT,  M.  D. 
BENJAMIN  WE^iCH,  M.  D. 
P.  W.  ELLSWORTH,  M.  D. 
ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane, 

ORRIN  WITTER,  M.  D. 
GEORGE  DYER,  M.  D. 
RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D. 
J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of 

Yale  College. 

A.  M.  HUXLEY,  M.  D. 
JOHNSON  C.  HATCH,  M.  D. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D. 
E.  H.  BISHOP,  M.  D. 
JUSTIN  HAMMOND,  M.  D. 


The  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellowe  of  the  Con- 
necdcui  Medical  Society,  was  Tield  at  Gilman's  Saloon^  in  the  City 
of  Hartford,  May  \4ty  1851. 

The  Ck)avention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  when  the 
certificates  of  the  election  of  Fellows  were  presented  by  the  Secre- 
tary, and  referred  to  a  Committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Jewett,  Ells- 
worth, Woodward,  J.  Hammond,  Gilbert,  Burritt,  Huxley  and  Rich- 
ardaoD,  who  reported  the  following  list  of 


FELLOWS. 


HAXTFORO  COUNTY. 

P.  W.  Ellswprth,  M.  D. 
J.  F.  Erving,  M.  D. 
W.  S.  Pinson,  M,  D. 
G.  W,  Sanford,  M.  D. 
P.  6.  Rockwell,  M.  D. 


NTW  HAVtN  CO0NTT. 

P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  D. 
£.  H.  Bishop,  M.  D. 
£li  Ives,  M.  D. 
Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D. 
^Ambrose  Beardsley,  M.  D. 


icEW  LoiiDON  counnr. 

Elijah  Dyer,  M.  D. 
Ashbel  Woodward,  M.  D. 
A.  W.  Coats,  M.  D. 
Jeremiah  King,  M  D. 
Samuel  £.  Maynard,  M.  D. 


LITCHFIELD   COUNTY. 

"William  Warden,  M.  D. 
A.  M.  Huxley,  M.  D. 
G.  G.  Bissell,  M.  D. 
J.  G.  Hatch,  M.  D. 
Seth  Pease,  M.  D. 


WIICDHAM   COUNTY. 

William  H.  Cogswell,  M.  D. 
Justin  Hammond,  M.  D. 
Lorenzo  Marcy,  M.  D. 
^Samuel  Hutohins,  M.  D. 
Calvin  B.  Bromley,  M.  D. 


FAIRFIELD   COUNTY. 

^Nathaniel  D.  Height,  M.  D. 
Samuel  Beach,  M.  D. 
*Samuel  8.  Noyes,  M.  D. 
Lewis  Richards,  M,  D. 
H.  W.  L.  Burritt,  M.  D. 


MIDDISSEX  COUNTY. 

Alexander  H    Hough,  M.  D. 
William  H.  Tremaine,  M.  D. 
G.  C.  H.  Gilbert,  M.  D. 


TOLLAND  COUNTY. 

J.  H.  Manning,  M.  D. 
C.  £.  Hammond,  M.  D. 
William  H.  Richardson,  M.  D. 


^  Absent. 


The  President,  George  Sumner,  M.  D.,  then  read  an  Address  to 
the  Convention,  agreeable  to  a  by-law  adopted  by  the  Convention  of 
1849,  and  declined  being  a  candidate  for  re-election. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. 

RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  President. 
RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bishop, 

The  thanks  of  the  Convention  were  tendered  to  the  late  President, 
Dr.  Sumner,  for  his  able  and  interesting  address,  and  that  a  copy 
be  requested  for  publication  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention. 

A  Communication  was  received  from  Dr.  Butler,  Physician  to  the 
Retreat,  inviting  the  Convention  to  adjourn  to  the  Retreat  to-morrow 
morning,  and  afler  an  examination  of  its  condition,  that  they  finish 
the  business  of  the  Convention,  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Retreat.  Invi- 
tation accepted. 

A  Communication  was  then  received  from  the  New  Haven  County 
Medical  Society,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  a  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  Drs.  Cogswell,  Ellsworth,  Woodward,  Bishop,  Gilbert, 
Burritt,  Welch,  and  C.  E.  Hammond. 

A  Communication  was  received  from  Palmer  &  Co.  in  reference 
to  an  artificial  limb  of  their  manufacture,  which  they  wished  to  ex- 
hibit to  the  Convention,  and  obtain  an  expression  of  their  views  in 
relation  to  its  adaptation  to  the  relief  of  the  public,  and  as  a  speci- 
men of  surgical  apparatus. 

Leave  granted  at  anytime  during  the  session  of  the  Convention. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary,  the 
Treasurer  being  prevented  by  ill  health  from  attending  the  Conven- 
tion, and  also  from  the  same  cause  declining  a  re-election. 

Report  accepted,  and  referred  to  an  Auditing  Committee,  consist- 
ing of  Drs.  Talcott,  Erving,  King,  Hutchins,  Tremain,  Beach,  Wer- 
den  and  Manning. 

Committee  on  Debentures  were  then  appointed,  consisting  of  Drs. 
Jewettj  Dyer,  Bromley,  Gilbert,  Erving,  Burritt,  Pease  and  C.  E. 
Hammond. 

A  verbal  Report  was  then  made  by  Dr.  Knight,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  changes,  if  any 


were  necessaiy,  in  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society. 

Report  stated  that  the  Committee  had  not  been  called  together, 
bat  communications  had  been  addressed  by  the  Chairman  to  the 
eeveral  Counties,  requesting  their  action,  and  an  expression  of  their 
views  and  wishes  in  relation  to  any  alteration  in  said  Constitution 
and  By-laws,  and  if  any  alterations  were  deemed  advisable,  request- 
ing that  they  might  be  suggested  through  him  to  the  Convention ; 
that  only  a  portion  of  the  State  had  been  heard  from,  about  one-half, 
and  that  there  was  no  uniformity  in  the  alterations  suggested  by 
these  Counties.     New  London  County  had  suggested  a  mass  meet- 
ing of  the  Members  of  the  Society.     Hartford,  New  Haven  and 
Fairfield  Counties,  had  suggested  a  change  in  the  ratio  of  represent- 
ation, which  seemed  to  him  equitable  within  certain  limits,  and  sug- 
gested that  if  such  an  alteration  was  made,  and  the  representation 
increased,  the  compensation  for  attendance  upon  the  Convention,  and 
the  travel  fees,  would  as  a  consequence  necessarily  be  reduced ;  and 
suggested  one  dollar  as  the  compensation  for  attendance,  and  six 
cents  per  mile  for  the  travel  fee.     Also  that  no  Member  be  allowed 
to  vote  in  County  Meeting,  until  his  taxes  were  paid. 

These  were  the  principal  alterations  suggested  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee. 

His  Report  was  accepted,  and  the  Committee  discharged. 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Jewett,  that  the  Report  be  the  order  of  the 
day  for  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  of  this  day.     Lost. 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Hatch,  that  the  subject  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned.    Lost. 

Dr.  Knight  was  then  requested  to  reduce  to  writing  the  several 
alterations  he  had  suggested,  and  bring  them  befi>re  the  Convention 
in  the  aflemoon. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Four  o'clock^  P.  M. 

Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Convention  came  to  order,  and  Dr.  Knight  presented  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions ;  the  first  being  an  alteration  of  the  Charter. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State,  for  an  alteration  of  the  Charter  of  this  Society,  so 

"  That  the  Members  of  each  County  may  appoint  a  number  of 
Fellows  in  the  proportion  of  one  Fellow  to  every  eight  members  re- 
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siding  in  such  County,  who  shall  have  paid  all  taxes  which  have 
been  duly  laid  by  the  Society,  or  who  shall  have  been  legally  ex- 
empted from  such  payment ;  provided  that  no  County  Society  shall 
be  entitled  to  more  than  eight  nor  less  than  four  members." 

Resolvedf  That  the  following  be  passed  as  a  By-law  of  the 
Society. 

"  Every  Member  of  this  Society  shall  annually  contribute  to  its 
funds  the  sum  assessed  in  Convention,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  County  in  which  he  resides,  on  or  before  the  succeeding  An- 
nual Meeting  of  said  County,  and  that  no  tax  paying  Member  shall 
be  eligible  to  any  office,  nor  permitted  to  vote,  until  he  shall  have 
made  such  payment." 

Besolvedy  "  That  hereafter  the  President  and  Fellows  shall  receive 
one  dollar  for  attendance  in  Convention,  and  six  cents  for  each  mile 
of  the  distance  from  their  place  of  residence  to  the  place  of  holding 
the  Convention." 

The  Report  accepted  and  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  whole  for 
consideration. 

Dr.  Bishop  offered  the  following,  as  an  amendment  on  the  altera- 
tion in  the  Charter. 

Resolved,  That  each  County  may  appoint  one  Fellow  to  every  six 
Members,  provided  that  no  County  shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  ten 
nor  less  than  six  members. 

Dr.  Cogswell  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  amendment 
of  Dr.  Bishop. 

Resolved,  That  no  County  shall  be  entitled  to  any  representation, 
until  they  have  paid  ninety-five  per  cent  of  all  taxes  charged  against 
them.     Passed. 

Dr.  Knight  then  moved  that  the  amendment  to  the  By-laws  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  whole  subject  was  then  indefinitely  postponed. 

In  consequence  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Fairfield  County 
Medical  Society,  and  presented  to  this  Convention,  by  Dr.  Beach,  the 
Clerk  of  said  Society,  the  following  persons  were  dismissed  from  the 
Society. 

Lloyd  Smith,  CyreniusH.  Booth,  E.  Irvin,  George  Judson,  Charles 
Gorham,  Nehemiah  Perry,  John  Goulding,  J.  Jauncey  and  Sylves- 
ter Mead. 


On  motion  of  Dr.  Werden, 

Besohedf  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
artificial  limb  of  Dr.  Palmer,  and  the  obstetrical  forceps  presented 
for  examination  by  the  Messrs.  Kelloggs,  and  report  to  the  Conven<» 
tion  their  opinion  of  the  same. 

Drs.  Jewett,  Cogswell  and  Werden,  appointed  said  Committee < 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Examination  was  then  received 
from  Orson  Wood,  M.  D.,  who  was  appointed  to  report  their  proceed- 
ings to  the  Convention,  was  read,  by  the  Secretary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  with  the  proceedings  of  tlie  Convention.  (It  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix  marked  A.) 

The  proceedings  of  the  New  Haven  County  Medical  Society  rela- 
ting to  a  delinquent  member,  were  presented,  and  it  was  voted  that 
the  action  of  the  New  Haven  County  Society  in  the  expulsion  of  Dr. 
W,  W.  Rxxlman,  be  confirmed  by  this  Convention. 

Drs.  Ives,  Hatch  and  Bishop,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nom- 
inate delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  to  be  holden  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1852. 

Drs.  Talcott,  Sanford,  Coats,  J.  Hammond,  Hough,  Richards, 
Russell  and  Manning,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate 
Gratuitous  Students  for  the  vacancies  which  exist  in  the  several 
a>untie8. 

Drs.  Beach,  W.  S.  Pierson,  Dyer,  Gilbert,  Bishop,  Burritt,  Hux- 
ley, and  Wm.  H.  Richardson,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Hon- 
orary Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership.  The  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  report  Delegates  to  attend  the  next  Annual  National  Con- 
vention, reported  the  names  of  Drs.  George  Sumner,  F.  J.  Judsori, 
Nathan  B.  Ives,  and  William  H.  Cogswell. 

Report  accepted y  and  they  were  accordingly  appointed. 

Dr.  Jewett,  from  the  Committee  on  Dr.  Palmer's  Artificial  Limb, 
reported  *^  That  they  found  by  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  of  1849,  that  said  limb  had  been  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  the  subject  had  been  taken  up,  and  a  report  had  been 
made  in  favor  of  said  limb.  The  Committee  believed  that  a  report 
80  recent  should  be  satisfactory  to  Dr.  Palmer,  and  the  Committee 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  this  part  of  their 
appointment. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  Committee  were  accordingly  discharged* 
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The  Convention  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancies 
in  the  Standing  Committees,  when  on-  balloting,  it  was  found  that 
Ashbel  Woodward,  M.  D.  and  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D.  were 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Committee  of  Examination. 

William  H.  Cogswell,  M.  D.  and  J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.  to  fill 
the  vacancies  in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat 
for  the  Insane,  and  George  Dyer,  M.  D.  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  said 
Committee  by  the  recent  death  of  William  Witter,  M.  D. 

E.  Hughes  Bishop,  M.  D.  and  Justin  H.  Hammond,  M.  D.  to  fill 
the  vacancies  in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  of  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College,  and  A.  M.  Huxley,  M.  D.  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  said  Committee  by  the  death  of  Norman  Lyman,  M.  D. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  eight  o'clock  on  Thurs- 
day. 

Thursday,  eight  o^clock. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  Gilman's  Hall, 
when  in  compliance  with  the  invitation  of  Dr.  Butler,  accepted  by 
the  Convention,  they  adjourned  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 

Nine  6*clocky  A,  M.  at  the  Chapel  of  the  Retreat. 

The  Convention  came  together,  when  Dr.  Talcott,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Treasurer's  Report,  stated  that  they  had  examined  the 
same,  and  found  it  correct. 

Report  accepted,  and  Committee  discharged. 

Abstract  of  Treasurer's  Report. — Financial  Summary. 

Cash  in  Treasury, $187.92^ 

Due  from  Clerks,  good  and  bad,  •  $1,370.34^ 

The  following  exhibits  the  indebtedness  to  the 

Society,  arranged  by  counties,  and  in  the 

opposite  colunm  the  outstanding  debentures 

issued  to  such  counties^-— 


0 

Owes.     Has  Debentoies. 

Hartford   county,  9299.00  31.67^ 

New  Haven  county,  240.18  8.37^ 

New  London  county,  242.83  28.25 

Litchfield  county,  154.62  93.50 

Fairfield  county,  248.87ji  67.25 

Windham  county,  46.78^  69.50 

Middlesex  county,  100.63  9.25 

Tolland  county,  37.42^  7.00 

•1,370.34^  9315.00 

Deduct  one-third  of  this  for  bad  debts,  abate- 
ments, conmiissions,  &c.  .         •         .        456.78 


Shows  net  dues  to  be 913.56| 


•1,101.49 


The  Society  owes  debenture  bills  as  above,  9315.00 
To  J.  B.  Whitcomb,        .         •         .         .  4.83 


•319.83 
Balance  in  favor  of  Society,    .         .         .       781.66 


•1,101.49 
Of  the  outstanding  debentures. 

Amount  issued  in  May  last,    9208.37^ 
Bedeemed  during  the  year  by 

clerks,      .     .     •        8172. 12^ 
Treasurer,        •     •     .       16.25 


Excess  of  amount  issued,   20.00 


•208.37i 


On  motion  of  Dr.  Beckwith, 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  Dr« 
Virgil  M.  Dow,  late  Treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society, 
for  the  very  able  and  faithful  manner  with  which  he  has  for  ten  years 
performed  the  arduous  duties  of  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  evident 
from  the  great  improvement  in  its  financial  condition,*  and  that  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  be  tendered  him  by  the  Secretary,  as  an  evi- 

•  See  Appendix  B. 


10 

denoe  of  the  just  appreciation  in  which  they  regard  the  important 
services  rendered  by  him  to  the  Society. 

Passed  unanimously. 

Dr.  Talcott,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students, 
reported  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  recommended  from  the 
following  counties,  viz. 

Hartford  county,  Almon  P.  Tickner. 

New  Haven  county,       John  S.  Moody. 
Fairfield  county,  Nathaniel  Freeman. 

Litchfield  county,  George  Judson. 

And  the  vacancies  in  New  London,  Windham,  Middlesex  and 
Tolland  counties  were  filled  with  the  following  names. 

G.  H.  Smith,  John  Davis,  R.  P.  Lyon,  and  George  P.  Parsons. 

Dr.  Talcott  offered  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  to  the 
next  annual  Convention,  what  improvements  have  been  made  during 
the  last  fifty  years,  in  Materia  Medica,  and  in  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  to  the 
Convention  in  1852,  on  such  parts  of  Medical  Ethics  as  may  be 
thought  proper  to  present  to  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Resolutions  adopted,  and  the  following  Committees  appointed. 

On  Materia  Medica. 
Eli  Ives,  M.  D.,  Charles  Woodward,  M.  D.,  D.  A.  Tyler,  M.  D. 

On  Surgery. 

P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  P.  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D.,  W.  H.  Cogs- 
well, M.  D. 

On  Practice  of  Medicine. 

George  Sumner,  M.  D.,  Worthington  Hooker,  M.  D.,  Nathan  B. 
Ives,  M.  D. 

On  Medical  Ethics. 

Archibald  Welch,  M.  D.,  J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  Richard  War- 
ner, M.  D. 

Drs.  Cogswell,  Erwin  and  Talcott,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  report  a  Disaertator  for  the  next  Convention. 

Voted,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constitutional 
Amendments,  be  paid  the  regular  allowance  for  attendance  on  the 
ConventiigD,  with  mileage. 

The  Committee  on  Debentures  made  a  report,  which  was  read, 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 
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Drs.  Wilson,  Jewett  and  Ellsworth,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Legislature,  oh  the  subject  of 
Registration  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  interests  of  the 
profession. 

Dr.  Cogswell  made  a  report  on  the  matters  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  which  he  was  Chairman,  on  the  subject  of  using  and  vend- 
ing nostrums,  and  a  more  summary  way  of  dissolving  the  connection 
between  the  Medical  Society  with  those  of  its  members  who  may 
adopt  Homeopathy,  Hydropathy,  or  any  of  the  exclusive  systems  of 
the  day,  recommending  the  attention  of  the  County  Societies  to  the 
11th  Article  of  the  By*Laws  in  reference  to  the  former,  and  an  addi- 
tion to  the  By-Laws  in  reference  to  the  latter. 

Report  accepted,  and  Committee  discharged. 

The  fi>llowing  Recommendation  and  Resolution  were  adopted. 

That  we  recommend  to  each  County  Medical  Society  to  examine 
into  the  sale  of  Patent  Medicines,  by  members  of  the  Society,  and 
require  the  enforcement  of  the  By-Law  on  the  subject,  as  said  prac- 
tice is  incompatible  with  honorable  standing  in  the  profession. 

The  following  was  adopted  as  an  addition  to  the  By-Laws  of  the 
Society. 

'*  Each  County  meeting  shall  have  the  power  to  examine  the  case 
and  immediately  expel  any  member  notoriously  in  the  practice  of 
Homeopathy,  Hydropathy,  or  any  other  form  of  quackery,  without 
any  formal  trial,  the  same  to  be  ratified  by  the  succeeding  Conven- 
tion, any  By-Law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

Pliny  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.  was  appointed  Dissertator  for  1852. 
Henry  D.  Bulkley,  M.  D.  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  elected 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Votedj  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  laid  upon  the 
members  of  the  Society,  payable  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  June 
next. 

Dr.  Cogswell  offered  the  following  Resolution,  which  was  unani* 
mously  adopted. 

Resolvedf  That  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Med- 
ical Society  assembled,  believing  that  the  cause  of  humanity  demands 
further  provision  for  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  the  Insane  Poor 
of  this  State,  do  most  earnestly  but  respectfully  recommend  to  the 
Hon.  Greneral  Assembly  of  this  State,  now  in  session,  to  make  liberal 
appropriations  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  to  be  extended  to  such 
only,  as  are  unable  by  reason  of  indigence,  to  secure  the  benefits  of 
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proper  medical  treatment ;  and  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
present  the  Resolution  to  the  Legislature. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  respectfully  recommend  to  the 
Legislature  an  appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  the  Charity  Patients 
in  the  General  Hospital  of  Connecticut. 

The  above  Resolution  was  also  adopted,  and  were  both  referred  to 
the  same  Committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  William  W.  Welch,  Allyn, 
M.  Hungerford,  and  E.  K.  Hunt. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Convention,  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  unanimously  tendered  to  Dr.  Butler  for  the  use  of  the 
room  for  the  sitting  of  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest,  JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  Secretary. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


HONORAST  MEMBEBa 


•FELIX  PASCALIS, 
JAMES  JACKSON, 
JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
•SAMUEL  L.  MITCHELL, 
•DAVID  HOSACK,    . 
•WRIGHT  POST, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN, 
•GEORGE  M'CLELLAN,     . 
•JOHN  MACKIE,      . 
•CHARLES  ELDREDGE,    . 
THEODORE  ROMEYN  BECK 
•JAMES  THACHER,    . 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD,' 
JOHN  DELAMATER,  . 
•WILLIAM  P.  DEWEES, 
•JOSEPH  WHITE, 
JACOB  BIGELOW. 
WALTER  CHANNING,       . 
•PHILIP  SING  PHYSIC, 
•LEWIS  HEERMAN,  . 
DANIEL  DRAKE,     . 
HENRY  MITCHELL.  . 
NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT,  . 
•SAMUEL  WHITE, 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY, 
WILLIAM  TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, . 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
•SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD, 
•JOHN  STEARNS,       . 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS, 
•HENRY  GREEN, 
•GEORGE  FROST, 
WILLARD  PARKER,  . 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR,     . 
ALDEN  MARCH, 
•AMOS  TWITCHELL,    . 
CHARLES  A.  LEE,      . 
DAVID  S.  C.  H.  SMITH, 
JAMES  M.  SMITH,      . 
HENRY  D.  BULKLEY,       . 


.    New  York. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Boston,  Mass. 

New  York, 
.     New  York. 

New  York. 
.     New  Haven. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
.     Providence,  R.  I. 

East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 
.    Albany,  N.  Y. 

Plymouth,  Mass. 
.     New  York. 

Cleaveland,  Ohio. 
.     Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. 
.    Boston,  Mass. 

Boston,  Mass. 
.    Philadelphia,  Pa* 

U.  S.  Navy. 
.    Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Norwich,  N.  Y. 
.    Baltimore,  Md. 

New  York. 
.    Hudson,  N.  Y. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
.    New  Haven. 

Providence,  R.  I. 

•  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Northampton,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Deerfield,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

.     Springfield,  Mass. 

New  York. 
.    U.  S.  Navy. 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

•  Keene,  N.  H. 
New  York. 

.    Providence,  R.  I. 
Springfield,  Mass. 
,    New  York. 


Deceased. 


ORDINAKT  MEMBERS. 


The  names  of  those  Members  who  are  exempt  from  taxation  hy  age^ 
are  in  italics :  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  Presidents  of  the 
Socieiyf  are  in  capitals. 


HARTFORD   COUNTY. 


H.  C.  GILLETTE,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


J.  C.  JACKSON,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Haktfoxd,  GEORGE  SUMNER, 
Henry  Holmes,  Samuel  B.  Beresford, 
George  B.  Hawley,  Gnrdon  "W.  Rus- 
sell, DaTid  Crary,  P.  W.  Ellsworth, 
Benjamin  Rogertt  E.  K.  Hunt,  John 
S.  Butler,  H.  A.  Grant,  J.  C.  Jack- 
soD,  A.  W.  Barrows,  Thomas  Miner, 
M.  W.  Wilson,  ARCHIBALD 
WELCH,  Ferdinand  Lnbowski,  Ho- 
ratio Gridley, 

IFcsl  Hartfordt  Edward  Brace. 

Atos,  Alfred  Kellogg. 

BssLXN,  £.  Brandagee,  Jr. 

New  BKiTJiHf,  Samuel  Hart,  Lucius 
Woodruff,  £.  P.  Babcock,  P.  G. 
Rockwell. 

Bloomtield,  John  F.  Wells. 

Bristoi.,  Joseph  W.  Camp,  Israel  L. 
Graham. 

BumuHOTOR,  William  Elton,  2d. 

Castox,  Benadam  BLasson,  Thomas  G. 
Hazen. 

CoffmtvtOf,  RusseU  H.  Tiffany,  O.  B. 
Freeman. 

East  Hakttou),  Eli  Ball,  Seth  L. 
Child,  Clarence  M  Brownell. 

East  Wihdsor,  Hiram  Watson. 

Broad  Brook,  Marcus  L.  Fisk. 

tVarehomte  Point,  Joseph  Olmsted. 

Ehvulo,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L.  Spald- 
ing. 


T%ompionville,  Stephen  G.   Risley,  J. 

Bailey  Beach. 
Farmikoton,  Asahel  Thompson,  E.  W. 

Carrington,  Chauncey  Brown. 
Plainville,  G.  A.  Moody. 
UnionvilU,  William  H.  Sage. 
Glastenbury,  Ralph  Carter,   Clinton 

Bunce. 
South  Olastenbury,  Roswell  Hawley, 

Luman  J.  Andrus,  Henry  Gilbert. 
Eatthwry,  Sabin  Stocking. 
Granbt,  Jairus  Case,  Jot.  F.  Jewett. 
North  Qranby,  E.  F.  Erving. 
Eoft  Qranby,  Chester  Hamlin. 
We9t  Chranby,  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 
Manchester,  W.C.Williams,  W.  Scott. 
Rocky  Hill,  Sylvester  Bulkley, 
Simsbttry,  Roderick  A.  White. 
Tariffville,  Geo.  W.  Sanford,  Charles 

W.  Ensign. 
SovTHiNOToN,  JuUus  S.  Barucs,  

Byington. 
South  Windsor,   Horace  C.   Gillette, 

Sidney  Rockwell,  William  Wood. 
Sttffisld,  Ataph  L,  BitstU,  Samuel  B. 

Low,  Aretus  Rising. 

WSTHERSFIBLD,     E.    F.    Cookc,    A.    S. 

Warner. 

Windsor,   William  S,  Pitrton,  Theo- 
dore Sill,  Graham  Lee. 

Windsor  Locks,  Samuel  W.  Skinner* 

Poqwmoek,  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 
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NEW  HAVEN    COUNTY. 

JONATHAN  KNIGHT,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

David  A.  Ttlbb.,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  Eli  Ivet,  T.  P,  Beers, 
Jonathan  Knight,  Samuel  Pwnder- 
son,  v.  M.  Dow,  A.  S.  Munson, 
Charles  Hooker,  H.  B.  Porter,  Na- 
than B.  Ives,  E.  H.  Bishop,  E.  D. 
North,  A.  C.  Blakeslee,  L.  A.  Thom- 
as, Levi  Ives,  Pliny  A.  Jewett,  D.  L. 
Daggett,  George  O.  Sumner,  D.  A. 
Tyler,  Henry  Bronson,  E.  A.  Park, 
N.  W.  Taylor,  Jr.,  A.  Moody,  W.  J. 
Whiting,  S.  G.  Hubbard,  H.  W.  E. 
Matthews. 

WestviUe,  Samuel  Lloyd. 

Fair  Haven,  C.  S.  Thompson,  J.  H. 
Beecher,  W.  M.  White,  Lyman  Par- 
ker, 

Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branford,  Wiiloughby  L.  Lay. 

Cheshire,  A.  J.  Driggs,  Nehemiah 
Banks. 

Derby,  S.  T.  Catlin. 

Antonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 

Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsley,  T. 
Dutton. 

Humphrey tville,  Abiram  Stoddard, 
Sheldon  C.  Johnson,  Joshua  Ken- 
dall, Thomas  Stoddard. 

East  Haven,  Bela  Famham. 


Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,  Alvan  Tal' 

cott. 
Madison,  Reynold  Webb, 
Meriden,  Gardiner  Barlow. 
Wett  Meriden,  B.  H.  Catlin,   Edward 

W.  Hatch. 
YaUtville,  C.  B.  McCarty. 
Middle  BURY. 
MiLFORD,   Andrew  French,  Hull  Allen, 

L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Nauoatuck,    J.  D.   Mears,    Timothy 

Langdon. 
North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 
North  Haven,  C.  B.  Foote. 
Oxford,  John  Lounsbury. 
Southbury,  a.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Wallinoford,  B.  H.  Harrison,  S.  W. 

Clark. 
Waterbury,     Joseph    Porter,    Daniel 

Porter,  Jr.,  M.  C.  Leavenworth,  G. 

L.  Piatt,  John  Deacon,   George   E. 

Perkins,    M.   H.    Perkins,     Sturge» 

Bulkley. 
WooDBRiDOB,  Isaac  ChoduU,  Andrew 

Castle. 
Wolcott,  Henry  Byington. 


NEW  LONDON    COUNTY. 
DYER  T.  BRAIN ARD,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Seth  Smith, 

New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Perkins,  James  Moi^n, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  Wm.  W.  Miner, 
James  Rogers,  Seth  Smith,  C.  M. 
Cone,  D.  P.  Francis,  Archibald  T. 
Douglass,  Albert  Utter,  Albert  Hob- 
son,  Robert  A.  Manwaring,  Ehsha 
A.  Hewitt. 

Norwich,  Richard  P,  Tracy,  Worth- 
ington  Hooker,  Elijah  Dyer,  Jr.,  Eli- 
sha  Pinney,  Benjamin  T.  Roath, 
Jonathan  W.  Brooks,  B.  F.  Barker, 
Ashbel  B.  Haile,  John  D.  Ford,  Jer- 
emiah King,  Edwin  Bentley,  Benja- 
min S.  Dean,  John  P.  Fuller,  Alonzo 
Fuller,  Horace  Thurston. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezekiel  W.  Parsom, 
Frederick  Morgan. 

East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Austin 
F.  Perkins. 

Franklin,  Aahbel  Woodward. 

Griswold. 

Jewtt  City,  Alonzo  Fuller. 


M.  D.,  Clerk. 

Groton,  Joseph  Durfee. 

PortersviUe,  John  O.  Miner,   Elias  F, 

Coats. 
liEBAVov,  Joseph  Comttock,  Erastus  Os' 

good,  Richard  P.  Green. 
Led YARD. 

Oales*  Ferry,  Rufus  W.  Matthewson. 
Lisbon,  Vine  Smith. 
Lyme,  Richard  Noyes,  John  Noyes. 
North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 
Montville,  Ephraim  FeUowes,  Samuel 

E.  Mnynard. 
UncasviiU,  Jededlah  R.  Gay,  John  C. 

Bolles. 
North  Stoninoton,   Thomas  P.  Wat- 
tles, Alvah  Gay. 
Preston,  Avery  Downer,  EUazer  B, 

Downing. 
Poquetannock,  H.  W.  Coats. 
Salem. 
Stoninoton,    Wm.   Hyde,  George   E» 

Palmer,  Wm.  Hyde,  Jr. 
Myttic,  Mason  Manning. 
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FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 


E.  MIDDLEBROOK,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Samuel  Bkach,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Faisfizld,  Jeremiah  T.  Denison,  S.  P. 
V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 

OrtemfS^df  Rufus  Blakeman. 

SmUhporti  Justus  Sherwood. 

BaioeBPORT,  Samuel  Beach,  D.  H. 
Nash,  William  L  Watson,  Frederick 
J.  Judson.  Li.  W.  Burritt,  Wm.  Nash. 

Bbooxfikt.d,  I<foah  A.  Ijaeey,  A.  L. 
Williams. 

Daivbury»  a.  B,  Bottford,  E.  P.  Ben- 
nett. 

Bethd,  H.  N.  Bennett,  J.  S.  Andrews. 

Daeiki,  9Varren  Percival. 

Eastov y  James  Baldwin. 


HtTMTiNOTOif ,  James  H.  Shelton. 

Monroe,  Salmon  H.  Hall. 

New  Canaan,  Samuel  8.  Noyet,  Lewis 
Richards. 

NoRWAUL,  John  A.  McLean,  Ira  Greg- 
ory. 

Sherman,  Dana  W.  Northrop. 

Stamford,  Chauncey  Ayres,  N.  D. 
Haight. 

Stratford,  William  T.  Shelton. 

Trumbull,  ELIJAH  MIDDLE- 
B  ROO  JT,.  George  Dyer. 

Wbstfort,  George  Blackman. 


WINDHAM   COUNTY. 


ORRIN  WITTER,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
James  B.  Whitcomb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Beooki.t^,  James  B.  Whitcomb,  Dan- 
iel M.  Hale,  William  Woodbridge. 

AsHFORD,  John  H.  Simmons. 

Ca!itkrburt,  Elijah  Baldwin^  Joseph 
Palmer. 

Chafuh,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes. 

KiLLiMOLT,  Justin  Hammond. 

North  MT^ingly,  Fenner  H.  Peckham. 

Somih  ITillingly,  Daniel  A.  Hovey. 

9Fest  KiUingly,  David  E.  Hall,  Samuel 
Hatchins,  Stephen  C.  Griggs. 

fVilkinBoHviUt,  Henry  W.  Hough, 
Thomas  W.  Perry. 

DaynilU^  Charles  H.  Fuller. 

Plainfizld,  William  H.  Cogswell. 


Plain/ieldt  CenVl  P.  O.,  Morty  BurgeUf 
Elij.  Baldwin,  Jr.,  Horace  Burgess. 

Pomfret,  Hiram  Holt,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams.' 

Sterling,  Nathan  S.  Pike. 

Thompson,  Samuel  Bo  wen. 

VoLUNTowN,  Harvey  Campbell. 

Windham,  Chester  Hunt,  De  Witt  C. 
Lathrop. 

IViUimantic,  John  Hill,  Jr. 

Scotlandi  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 

Woodstock,  North,  Asa  Witter. 

South  Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Marcy. 

West  Woodstock,  Milton  Bradford, 
Charles  H.  Rogers. 

Eastford,  Henry  Gray. 


LITCHFIELD   COUNTY. 


RALPH  DEMING,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Georob  Seymour,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Litchfield,  WIL LIAMBUEL, 
Samuel  Buel,  J.  G.  Beck  with,  George 
Seymour,  D.  E.  Bostwick,  Chs.  Vail. 

South  Fdrms,  Garry  H.  Miner. 

Barkhaxsted,  F.  B.  Graham. 
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Bethlbm,  G.  G.  Bissell. 
Bridoewater,  Horace  Judson. 
Canaan,  A.  A.  Wright,  George  Adam, 

Ithamar  H.  Smith. 
South  Canaath  John  A.  Gillett. 
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Cornwall,  Burritt  6.  North. 

fVett  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Gold,  I.  E. 

Smith. 
North  Cornwall, 
CoLEBROOK,  Seth  Pease. 
Oaylordt  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 
Goshen,  A.  IVL  Huxley. 
Harwinton. 
Kent,    IVelU  Btarddey,    Johnson   C. 

Hatch,  Eliada  Osborn. 
New  Hartford,  Centre. 
New  Milford,   Jekiel  WiUiamtr^m. 

B.  Lacy. 
Norfolk,   William  W.  Welch,  E.  D. 

Hugins. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  Hollow,  William  Woodruff. 
RoxBURT,  Myron  Downs. 


Salisbury,  O.  Plwmh,  Wm.  Werden. 

Lakeville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  John 
H.  Welch. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauncey 
Reed. 

fVolcottviUe,  Erastus  Bancroft,  W.  K. 
Whiting,  J.  W.  Phelps. 

Warren,  O.  Brown. 

IVoodvUle,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

West  Winsted,  James  Welch,  H.  G. 
Westlake,  John  L.  Wakefield. 

Woodbury,  Rotwell  uldem«t/iy,  Charles 
H.  Webb. 

TerryviUe. 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 


RUFUS  TURNER,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
G.  C.  H.  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  Richard  Warner,  Joseph 
Barrett,  Charles  Woodward,  William 
9*  Casey,  David  Harrison,  Franklin 
Woodruff. 

Chatham,  Francis  G.  Edgerton. 

Middle  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worthington. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  H.  Hubbard.    , 

Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 

East  Haddam,  Ata  M.  Holt,  Datus 
WilUams,  EUsha  B.  Nye. 


Haddam,  Ira  Hutchinson. 
Higganum,  William  H.  Tremaine. 
Killinoworth,  Rufus  Turner. 
Portland,   George  O.  Jarvis,  Stephen 

A.  Fuller,  G.  C.  H.  Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Essex,  Alexander  H.  Hough,  Frederick 

W.  Shepard. 
Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 
Westbrook,  Harvey  Way. 


TOLLAND    COUNTY. 


ORSON    WOOD,    M.  D.,    Chairman. 
Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,    Ahijah    Ladd,    Oliver    K. 

Isbam,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 
Andover,  Adonijah  White. 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
Coventry,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 
8o.  Coventry,  T.  Dimock,  H.  M.  Booth. 
Ellington,  AUen  Hyde,  Horatio  Dow, 

J.  H.  Manning 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin  C. 

White,  Elijah  A.  Woodward. 
Mansfield,  North,  Norman  Brigham, 

W.  H.  Richardson, 


South  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 
SoMERS,    Orson    Wood,    Erasmus   E. 

Hamilton. 
Stafford,  East,  William   N.   Clark, 

Eleazer  S.  Beebe. 
Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 
Stafford  Springs,  Henry  M.  Knight. 
Union,  E.  Lindsley,  S.  F.  Lindsley. 
Vernon,  Alden  Skinner. 
Rockvitle,   Benjamin  M.  Comings,  E. 

E.  Hammond. 
Willinoton,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
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BUlOIAmT  OF  ORDINARY  MEKBERS  FOR  1850,  WITH  THE  DEATHS  FOR  1850. 


Tiubls. 

Not  Taxable. 

Total 

Deal] 

Uartford  Connty, 

73 

7 

80 

0 

New  Haven  County, 

62 

10 

72 

2 

New^  London  County, 

44 

14 

58 

2 

Licehfield  County, 

43 

6 

49 

1 

Windham  Cotmty, 

32 

3 

35 

1 

Fairfield  County, 

26 

5 

31 

0 

Middlesex  County, 

25 

1 

26 

0 

Tolland  County, 

25 

3 

28 

1 

Total,  330  49  379  7 

NoTK.  Former  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  are  permanent 
iber»  of  the  Annual  Convention,  having  the  privilege  of  attending  all  meet- 
ings, and  performing  all  the  duties  of  attending  members,  except  that  of  casting 
their  votes.  And  all  members  of  the  Society  are  invited,  by  the  by-laws,  to  be 
present  at  all  meetings  of  the  Convention,  and  partake  of  the  dinner  on  the  first 
day  of  the  session. 


DBATBS  OF  MEMIERS  DURING  THE  TEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1,  1851,  WTTHTHE  AOB 

AND  DISEASE  SO  FAR  AS  ASCERTAINED. 

Hartford  County,  no  deaths  reported. 

New  Haven  County,  Noah  Stone,  age  67.    Affection  of  the  Heart. 

J.  T.  Hotchkiss,  Fever,  age  34. 
New  London  County,  Archibald  Mercer,  Apoplexy,  age  62. 

Chauncey  Burgess,  Affection  of  the  Bowels,  age  58. 
Litchfield  County,  Norman  Lyman,  Congestive  Fever,  age  64. 
Windham  County,  Dr.  Wm.  Witter,  Disease  of  Kidneys,  age  47. 
Fairfield  County,  no  deaths  reported. 
Middlesex  County,   "  ** 

Tolland  County,  Orrin  Hunt,  Typhoid  Fever,  age  52. 


DUTIES  OF  CLERKS. 

To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately 
aAer  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 
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To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  oa  or 
before  the  first  day  of  the  Ck>nyention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  Members  of  this  Society,  who  may 
have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  sev- 
eral County  Societies. 


RULES  OP  ORDER. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  Officers  for  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves, 
&c.,  from  the  several  Counties,  and  Members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  gratuitous  course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Memberships. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves^ 
&c. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  for- 
ward in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 


The  Members  of  the  Society,  in  the  several  Counties,  are  requested  to  furnish 
the  Clerks  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  with  a  list  of  the  Members  of  the  Society  pre- 
vious to  1800 ;  and  the  Clerks  are  hereby  requested  to  forward  those  lists  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  for  future  use. 
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DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

1794.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 

1795.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  different  species  of  Colic. 

1796.  Dr.  F-  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
1796.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 

1796.  Dr.  Lewis  Collins,  on  the  most  eligible  mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 
1796.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 
1796.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 

1798.  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  "  An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Tlfaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  deleterious  effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  Tully,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  ut  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainerd. 

1827.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physicians 

of  the  State. 
1820.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 
1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop,  <<  Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease.'' 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the  disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 

1839.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental  qualifications  necessary 

to  a  Physician. 

1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  advantages  of  prompt  and  effi. 

cient  practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 
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1844.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by 
the  community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 

tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  the  early  Physicians  of  Connecticut. 


APPENDIX  A. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  EXAMINATION. 

The  annual  examination  of  candidates  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, vms  held  oo  Wednesday,  January  15,  1851 ;  all  the  members  of  the  board 
of  examination  were  present,  except  Hiram  Holt,  M.  D. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  was  conferred  by  President  Woolsey  on 
eleTen  candidates,  including  two  previously  examined,  yiz. 

1.  Warren  Parker  Beach,  Meriden,  on  <*  Pneumonia." 

2.  George  Benedict,  B.  A.,  Banbury,  on  "  Pneumonia." 

3.  Orlando  Brown,  Groton,  on  **  Scrofula." 

4.  Daniel  Silliman  Burr,  Danbury,  on  **  Pleurisy." 

5.  Samuel  Catlin,  Litchfield,  on  '*  Inflammation." 

6.  Henry  Eddy,  M.  A.,  Guilford,  on  "Emetics." 

7.  Francis  Coles  Green,  New  Haven,  on  **  Apoplexy." 

8.  Jonathan  Jones  Howard,  Richmond,  Ky.,  on  **  Opthalmia." 

9.  Robert  Hubbard,  Middletown,  on  "  Bright* s  Disease." 

10.  Matthew  Turner  Newton,  Colchester,  on  "  Uterine  Hssmorrhage." 

11.  William  Soule,  Chaplin,  on  <*  Hysteria." 

The  annual  address  to  the  Medical  Class  was  given  by  Richard  Warner, 
M.  D.,  of  Middletown.  It  was  pertinent  to  the  occasion,  and  was  listened  to 
apparently  with  much  interest,  by  the  candidates,  and  also  by  the  very  respect- 
able audience  of  citizens  of  both  sexes,  who  were  in  attendance  during  its  de- 
Uvery.  It  was  remarked  of  Dr.  Warner,  that  he  does  not  speak,  except  when 
he  has  something  to  say. 

Alvan  Taloott,  M.  D.,  of  Guilford,  and  Benjamin  Welch.  M.  D.,  of  Salisbury, 
were  appointed  to  give  the  annual  addresses  in  1852  and  1853. 

OxBon  Wood,  of  Somers,  was  appointed  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Adjourned  to  again  meet  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  March,  1851. 

The  Committee  would  remark  here,  that  they  were  highly  pleased  with  the 
qualifications  manifested  by  all  the  candidates,  in  the  thorough  examination 
they  were  subjected  to,  in  all  the  various  branches  of  medicine  taught  in  this 
Institution.  They  gave  good  evidence  that  they  had  not  misspent  the  time 
allotted  to  them  for  medical  instruction — alike  honorable  to  themselves,  and  the 
able  teachers  with  whose  instructions  they  have  been  favored.  They  gave  evi- 
dence that  they  had  reflected  on,  and  prepared  themselves  for  the  highly  respon- 
sible station  they  are  intending  to  occupy  in  the  community — that  responsibility 
which  on  them  will  rest,  when  their  friends,  on  beds  of  sickness  laid,  shall  look 
up  to  them  for  help— that  responsibility  which  shall  incite  them  to  be  active  and 
vigilant,  by  day  and  by  night,  to  see  that  nothing  be  left  undone,  nor  too  much 
done,  to  89  v»>  life.    Better  would  it  be  for  the  public,  if  all  those  who  enter  the 
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field  of  practical  medicine  vreie  thus  well  prepared.  Better  if  the  whole  com- 
munity were  as  well  protected,  from  the  officiousness  of  ignorant  pretenders  in 
the  practice  of  medicine,  as  is  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

ORSON  WOOD,  Chairman. 

ADDENDA. — Since  writing  the  above  report,  I  have  received  from  Professor 
Hooker,  a  notice  of  the  proceedings  at  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners,  held  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  March,  1851.  There  were  pres- 
ent, on  the  part  of  the  Connecticut  Medical .  Society,  Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D.  and 
Pliny  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.;  and  on  the  part  of  Yale  College,  Professors  Ives,  Knight, 
Beers,  Hooker  and  Bronson. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  was  recommended  by  the  Board,  and  con- 
ferred by  President  Woolsey,  on  Benjamin  Franklin  Basset,  B.  A.  of  New  York. 
Dissertation  on  "  Infancy." 

A  license  was  granted  by  the  President  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Soqiety, 
to  Storrs  Hall,  M.  A.,  of  Westport.     Dissertation  on  **  Ventilation." 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  all  the  candidates,  at  both  sittings  of  the  board, 
received  the  unanimous  votes  of  all  the  members  present. 

ORSON  WOOD. 


APPENDIX  B. 

Companion  of  the  FinancicU  Condition  of  the  Medical  Society  in  1842  and  1851, 

in  three  particulars. 

Amount  of  available  funds,  supposed  in  1851 ^1101.49 

««  "  ««  **  1842, 715.71 


Balance  in  favor  of  1851, $3S5.78 

Outstanding  Debenture  Bills,  1851,  .         .  $315.00 

Deduct  cash  on  hand,  "  ....       187.92^ 


127.074 


Outstanding  Debenture  Bills  in  1842,        $396  37 
Add  Cash  advanced  by  Treasurer,  41.84 


$438.21 
Balance  in  favor  of  1851,  .        .        .        .    $311.13| 


$438.21 

General  Balance  in  favor  of  Society  in  1851, $781.66 

«<  ««  ««  ««  1842, 277.49 

504.17 


ADDRESS. 


The  first  settlers  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut  came  with  but 
slender  provision  for  the  ills  that  awaited  them.  The  pastor  of 
the  flock  was  the  chief  shepherd  to  whom  they  all  looked  for 
protection ;  and  the  teacher  upon  whose  instructions,  in  sick- 
ness and  in  health,  they  mainly  looked  for  guidance.  But  few 
members  of  our  profession  accompanied  them,  and  it  was  not 
till  they  were  settled  on  the  river  bank  or  the  wood  side,  it  was 
not  till  sickness  invaded  their  lowly  dwellings,  that  the  value  of 
medical  services  was  duly  appreciated ;  and  it  must  be  confes- 
sed that  the  early  colonial  settlements  presented  few  attractions 
to  allure  the  educated  physicians  of  Europe  to  her  borders. 
With  a  scattered  population — ^with  few  of  the  conveniences 
and  none  of  the  luxuries  of  life — ^without  means  to  remunerate 
them  for  their  services — ^without  roads — ^without  books,  without 
professional  associates,  it  is  not  strange,  it  would  be  strange  if 
it  were  otherwise,  that  we  look  in  vain  for  accomplished  physi- 
cians in  the  train  of  the  first  settlers  of  Connecticut. 

In  the  year  1652,  the  general  court  granted  the  first  medical 
license  by  which  Thomas  Lord  was  authorised  to  practice  phy- 
sic and  surgery  in  Hartford  and  the  adjoining  towns.  Thomas 
Lord  belonged  to  a  good  family — ^was  at  times  employed  as  a 
school-master — ^had  paid  some  attention  to  the  mysteries  of  the 
healing  art,  and  was  probably  as  wdU  qualified  to  practice  med- 
icine as  any  other  member  of  the  colony.  Fifteen  pounds  was 
to  be  his  annual  salary,  so  long  as  he  devoted  his  time  and  at- 
tention, to  the  sick  and  sufiering  members  of  the  colony.  The 
fee-table  of  Dr.  Lord,  as  established  by  the  Greneral  Assembly, 
he  having  promised  to  charge  no  more,  deserves  to  be  tran- 
scribed for  your  especial  notice. 
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"  Thos.  Lord  having  engaged  to  this  court  to  continue  his 
abode  in  Hartford  for  the  next  ensuing  year,  and  to  improve  his 
best  skill  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  upon  the  river, 
within  this  jurisdiction,  both  for  setting  of  bones  and  otherwise, 
as  at  all  times,  occasions  and  necessities  may  require.  This 
court  doth  grant,  that  he  shall  be  paid  by  the  country  the  sum 
of  15  pounds  for  the  said  ensuing  year,  and  they  also  declare 
that  for  every  visit  or  journey,  that  he  shall  take  or  make,  being 
sent  for,  to  any  house  in  Hartford,  12  pence  is  reasonable; 
to  any  house  in  Windsor,  five  shillings ;  to  any  house  in  Weth- 
ersfield,  three  shillings;  to  any  house  in'Farmington,  six  shil- 
Ungs ;  to  any  house  in  Mattabeseck  or  Middletown,  eight  shil- 
.  lings,  (he  having  promised  that  he  will  require  no  more,)  and 
that  he  shall  be  freed,  for  the  time  aforesaid,  from  watching, 
warding  and  training,  but  not  from  finding  arms  according  to 
law." 

In  1662,  ten  years  after  he  received  a  license,  Dr.  Lord  died 
in  Wethersfield,  nor  does  it  appear  that  he  was  ever  regarded 
as  a  very  learned  or  skillful  physician, 
y  J  r  ';  In  1764  Daniel  Porter  was  licensed  to  practice  medicine 
and  chirugery,  by  the  general  court,  which  also  granted  him 
a  small  yearly  salary.  Doctor  Porter  lived  at  Farmington, 
but  was  required  to  attend  upon  those  who  needed  his  ser- 
vices in  Windsor,  Hartford  and  Wethersfield,  with  an  occa- 
sional drive  to  Middletown.  The  general  court  established 
a  fee-table  for  the  doctor,  from  which  we  may  infer  what  was 
a  reasonable  charge  two  centuries  ago.  He  appears  to  have 
been  celebrated  as  a  bone-setter,  and  was  for  many  years  with- 
out a  rival  in  the  colony.  In  the  year  1670,  the  general  court, 
for  the  encouragement  of  Daniel  Porter,  increased  his  salary, 
and  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  instructing  some  meet 
person  in  the  art  for  which  he  was  so  much  distinguished. 
Doctor  Porter  died  in  the  year  1 690,  having  been  thirty-five 
years  the  general  practitioner  of  the  colony.  The  meet  per- 
sons to  whom  he  was  invited  to  impart  his  skill,  were  probably 
Thomas  Hooker  of  Farmington,  and  Samuel  Mather  of  Wind- 
sor, both  sons  of  the  settled  clergymen  of  those  towns.  We 
find  accordingly,  that  in  1684,  the  general  court  did  allow 
Thomas  Hooker  to  practice  the  art  of  physic,  and  directed  the 
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secretary  to  furnish  him  with  a  license.  The  same  allowance 
was  granted  to  Samuel  Mather,*  and  the  two  were  for  many 
years  resorted  to,  by  those  who  wished  to  obtain  a  license  from 
the  colonial  government.  In  other  instances,  authority  to 
practice  was  procured  through  the  agency  and  influence  of 
distinguished  clergymen. 

Two  years  afterwards,  1686,  the  court  being  "  acquainted 
with  the  ability,  skill  and  knowledge  of  Gershom  Bulkley  in  the 
art  of  physic  and  chirurgery,  did  grant  him  full  and  free  liberty 
and  license  to  practice  as  there  shall  be  occasion,  and  he  shall 
be  agreeable."  A.  similar  license  was  granted  to  Charles  Bulk- 
ley  of  Wethersfield  in  1688. 

The  character,  family,  and  fame  of  Gershom  Bulkley  are 
worth  consideration.     He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Peter  Bulkley, 
an  emigrant  from  England  who  settled  at  Concord,  Massachu- 
setts.    Dr.  Buclley  was  born  in  1635,  while  his  parents  were 
on  their  voyage  from  England  to  this  country — ^graduated  at 
the  College  in  Cambridge — married  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Doct. 
Chauncey,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  the  county.     He  pursued  the  study  of  divinity  and 
medicine  for  a  few  years,  and  then  removed  to  Connecticut. 
After  this  he  was  the  pastor  of  the  churches  at  New  London 
and  at  Wethersfield,  for  about  twenty  years.     In  the  meantime 
the  colonial  government  raised  a  force  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  to  resist  the  aggression  of  their  Indian  neighbors. 
Mr.  Bulkley  was  chosen  surgeon  of  the  forces,  and  appointed 
one  of  the  council  of  war.     He  then  relinquished  his  ministerial 
duties  and  was  released  from  the  obligations  of  his  pastoral 
oflice — ^received  a  license  to  practice  medicine  in  the  colony, 
removed  to  Glastenbury,  and  devoted  the  last  thirty  years  of  a 
useful  life  to  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession.    To  chemistry  with  its  useful  researches,  to  alchemy 
and  its  visionary  speculations,  and  to  philosophy  as  a  cardinal 
branch  of  medical  knowledge,  he  was  much  devoted ;  and  his 
laboratory  was  well  furnished  with  retorts,  crucibles  and  all  the 
apparatus  for  performing  experiments,  and  he  was  particularly 

*  The  license  to  Samuel  Mather,  jr.,  was  granted  by  the  general  court,  upon 
the  recommendatory  letters  of  llcv,  Samuel  Mather,  Thomas  Hooker,  ai)d  Mr, 
Thomas  Fi^k, 
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eminent  for  his  skill  in  chemistry.  His  children  were  respecta- 
ble in  their  character  and  connections,  and  all  settled  around 
him.  One  son  was  the  physician  of  Wethersfield,  and  died 
early  in  life ;  one  was  a  clergyman  and  physician  in  Colchester, 
where  he  became  eminent  in  both  professions ;  and  one  was  a 
farmer  and  magistrate  in  his  immediate  neighborhood.  His 
daughters  were  all  married  and  their  children  became  the  com- 
fort and  solace  of  his  old  age.  He  was  also  a  magistrate  who 
maintained  the  dignity  of  his  station,  while  he  dispensed  charity 
to  the  weak  and  justice  to  all ;  his  opinions  were  always  re- 
ceived with  great  respect. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  first  case  of  medical  jurispru- 
dence in  the  colony — ^perhaps  the  first  in  the  country  was  re- 
ferred to  him  for  an  opinion. 

Mary  Brown  of  Wallingford,  was  brought  to  trial  for  the 
murder  of  her  son — as  it  was  known  that  she  had  been  subject 
to  paroxysms  of  insanity,  the  court  and  the  jury  were  in  some 
perplexity  relative  to  their  own  course  of  proceeding.  To  re- 
lease themselves  from  this  embarrassing  position,  the  court 
granted  leave  to  the  jurors  to  consult  the  most  learned  men  in 
the  colony  and  obtain  their  advice.  They  applied  to  Dr.  Bulk- 
ley,  whose  character  as  a  divine,  whose  opinion  as  a  physician, 
and  whose  judgment  as  a  magistrate,  were  all  held  in  high  esti- 
mation. The  following  is  the  summary  of  his  opinion :  *'  If  she 
were  not  compos  mentis  at  the,  time  of  the  fact  it  is  no  felony, 
and  consequently  no  wilful  or  malicious  murder ;  and  if  she  be 
known  to  be  a  lunatic,  though  she  have  her  lucid  intervals,  there 
had  need  be  very  good  and  satisfactory  proof  that  she  was 
compos  mentis  at  the  time  of  the  fact  committed,  for  the  law 
favors  life.''  The  legal  opinion  from  which  the  above  extract 
is  taken  was  in  advance  of  the  age,  and  probably  averted  the 
doom  of  the  unhappy  woman  who  was  on  her  trial  for  the  mur- 
der of  her  child. 

"  The  last  will  and  testament  of  Gershom  Bulkley,  in  the 
county  of  Hartford,  in  her  majesty's  colony  of  Connecticut, 
practitioner  of  physic  in  the  year  1712.  The  same  Gershom 
Bulkley  having  more  than  20  years  walked  upon  the  very 
mouth  of  the  grave,  had  not  been  unmindful  of  that  which 
nature  and  common  sense  call  for  in  such  cases.    But  in  the 
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meantime  sorrowful  changes  from  the  Most  High  have  come  upon 
me.  and  some  that  I  had  hoped  could  have  survived  have  pre- 
vented me  and  left  me  behind  them  to  mourn  their  loss." 
The  doctor  proceeds  to  direct  that  his  debts  should  be  paid  and 
his  body  decently  but  obscurely  buried,  without  much  cost  or 
ceremony,  '*  and  as  for  those  few  poor  children  which  I  shall 
leave  behind  me  in  a  sinful  and  calamitous  world,  the  best  be- 
qaest  I  have  for  them  is  Luther's  short  but  significant  and  perti- 
nent prayer.  Tu  Domine  serva  Dora. — To  him  therefore  I 
commend  them  all,  humbly  beseeching  that  he  will  accept  them 
and  theirs  and  make  them  all  his  own  and  faithful  unto  death, 
and  that  he  will  be  their  portion  from  generation  to  generation." 
I  have  not  time  to  follow  the  doctor  through  the  details  of  his 
will.  To  his  son  John,  the  settled  pastor  of  the  church  at  Col- 
chester, he  gave  a  silver  pocket  watch,  and  his  books,  and  man- 
uscript which  related  to  literature  and  theology.  To  his  son 
Edward  he  gave  the  clock,  the  seal  ring,  the  great  gilt  spoon, 
and  the  least  of  his  silver  porringers,  and  all  the  books  and 
manuscript  which  he  possessed  touching  matters  of  law.  To  his 
grandson,  Richard  Treat,  he  gave  all  his  books  and  manuscripts, 
whether  in  English,  Latin,  or  the  Dutch  languages  which  any  way 
concern  medicine  and  chemistry,  which  books,  with  all  his 
vessels  and  instruments,  whether  of  glass,  brass,  copper,  iron  or 
stone,  provided  he  hold  and  pursue  his  inclination  to  the  study 
of  medicine,  but  if  by  death  or  otherwise  he  be  diverted  and  de- 
part from  it,  he  gave  them  to  the  next  of  his  brethren  who  would 
apply  himself  to  that  study.  To  his  daughter  Catharine,  then  de- 
ceased, he  had  already  given  a  portion  of  his  worldly  goods,  but  to 
her  daughter  Catharine,  he  gave  the  silver  tankard,  the  light  silver 
cuoumbit,  distinguished  by  its  weight  from  that  which  he  left  to 
his  daughter  Dorothy,  and  by  its  size  from  that  which  belonged 
to  the  silver  retort.  He  gave  her  also  the  silver  salt  cellar  and 
the  small  silver  dram  cup.  To  his  daughter  Dorothy  Treat,  I  will 
leave  the  doctor  to  speak  for  himself:  "To  my  daughter 
Dorothy  Treat  aforesaid,  who  hath  as  yet  had  but  little,  and 
what  she  hath  had  is  not  now  to  be  accounted  for,  I  give  all  the 
rest  of  my  personal  property,  whether  it  be  in  my  own  hand,  or 
in  the  hands  of  others,  or  due  and  owing  from  others  to  me,  ex- 
cept among  them  shall  be  any  poor  widow  or  widows,  or  other 
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truly  poor  persons  not  able  to  pay  their  debts  to  me — my  will 
is  that  my  executor  shall  remit  it  and  not  trouble  them  for  it — 
yet  with  this  advertisement  that  by  poor  I  mean  such  as  are 
indeed  poor,  at  least  by  Divine  Providence,  and  not  by  idleness ; 
nor  such  as  may  say  they  are  poor,  and  yet  can  find  wherewith 
to  drink,  revel  and  swagger,  and  make  themselves  poor  and 
others  too.  And  in  particular  to  her,  my  third  daughter  Doro- 
thy, I  give  and  bequeath  my  negro  maid  Hannah,  solemnly 
requiring,  that  into  whose  hands  soever  she  happen  to  come, 
they  use  her  well,  and  consider  that  she  hath  a  soul  to  save  as  well 
as  we,  and  is  a  Christian  and  therefore  that  they  make  conscience 
to  promote  her  in  reading,  catechism  and  all  Christianity — that 
she  may  profit  and  grow  in  religion  and  godliness,  and  attain  the 
end  of  her  baptism  to  the  glory  of  God ;  and  this  I  require,  on  her 
behalf,  as  they  will  answer  the  neglect  thereof  before  God. 
For  the  execution  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  I  nominate, 
constitute  and  appoint  my  son-in-law,  Richard  Treat,  to  be  my 
sole  and  only  executor."  Dr.  Bulkley  died  at  Glastenbury  in 
the  year  1713,  at  the  age  of  78.  From  an  inscription  upon  his 
"  obscure  and  modest  grave-stone"  in  the  church  yard  at  Weth- 
ersfield,  it  appears  that  he  was  regarded  as  a  man  of  rare  abili- 
ties and  extraordinary  industry — excellent  in  learning — master 
of  many  languages — exquisite  in  his  skill  in  divinity,  physic  and 
law,  and  of  a  most  exemplary  and  Christian  life. 

The  next  application  to  the  Legislature  for  a  license  to 
practice  medicine  came  from  the  ancient  town  of  Stratford. 
Upon  the  memorial  of  doctor  James  Laborie  of  Stratford, 
showing  to  the  General  Assembly  that  he  has  been  in  the  prac- 
tice of  physic  for  many  years,  under  the  conduct  and  direction 
of  his  father,  who  was  a  well-known  gentleman,  of  great  skill 
and  practice,  and  being  desirous  to  pursue  practice  under  the 
allowance  of  the  general  court;  Dr.  Laborie  requested  a 
license,  which  was  granted.  In  making  the  application,  the  doc- 
tor refers  to  the  great  skill  and  well-known  reputation  of  his 
father,  who  also  resided  at  Stratford.  A  friend  has  placed  at 
my  disposal  the  professional  bill  of  the  senior  Dr.  Laborie,  to 
which  I  wish  briefly  to  refer  you,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
what  remedies  were  used  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  since 
and  what  remuneration  was  claimed  for  them.    Dr.  Laborie 
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was  summoned  over  the  river  to  Milford,  by  Mr.  Lyron,  the 
merchant  of  that  place,  whose  wife  was  suffering  from  hysteric 
paroxysm  or  some  nervous  affection.     The  doctor  promptly 
obeyed  the  summons,  and  with  three  men  to  row  him  over  the 
river  and  through  the  ice,  repaired  to  the  house  of  the  patient. 
That  be  attended  the  case  with  fidelity  is  apparent  from  the 
fact  that  in  a  few  weeks  he  sent  his  employer  a  bill  of  charges 
exceeding  £50.    Mr.  Lyron  wished  the  items,  of  what  he  prob- 
ably considered  a  large  account,  and  as  the  case  was  brought 
to  the  court  for  judgment,  the  doctor  was  required  to  make  out 
the  bill  in  detail.    From  that  account  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
to   note  down  a  few  extracts.     **  Lewis  Lyron  Dr.  to  James 
Laborie  of  Stratford,  the  13th  day  of  December,  1706,  for  his 
wife — My  journey  through  the  ice  in  a  canoe  with  three  men 
to  put  me  over,  12s.     The  same  night  administered  to  his  wife 
hysteric  cordial,  comp.  diarectic  and  hysteric  drink,  £l  68." 
For  several  days  the  hysteric  cordial  was  diligently  used  and 
several  pounds  were  charged  for  the  same.    In  about  ten  days 
the  remedy  was  changed,  and  four  doses  of  my  sal.  polychrestes 
were   administered   at  the  expense  of  £l.     The  doctor  also 
charged  his  friend  for  "  my  pills  Royal"  and  "  my  polychrestes," 
and  the  "  elixir  vitse  of  mine,"  enough  to  show  that  he  held  them 
in  high  estimation.     For  blooding  the  arm,  the  charge  was  only 
Is. — ^for  blooding  the  foot,  2s. — ^and  for  a  blister  to  the  shoulden 
the  cost  was  98.     The  whole  amount  of  the  doctor's  bill  was 
£59  and  2s  ;  and  to  recover  this  sum  an  action  was  brought 
into  court :    "  Att  a  County  Court  held  in  Fairfield,  March  9th, 
170|.,  James  Laborie  of  Stratford,  physician,  pU.,  cont'.  Lewis 
Lyron  of  Milford,  defend'^  in  an  action  of  debt  due  by  book* 
which  is  to  the  damage  of  the  said  James  Laborie  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  pounds  current  money  of  the  colony  of  Connecti- 
cut.   In  this  action  the  jury  find  for  the  ph.,  ye  defend'^  to  pay 
£62  18s.  and  6d.  cash,  and  cost  of  court — the  court  accepts  the 
jury's  verdict  and  give  judgment  accordingly.     Bill  of  cost  al- 
lowed £l  3s.  lOd*  cash — the  defend'^  appeals  to  the  court  of 
assistants  at  Hartford  in  May  next,  and  the  defend'^  and  Col. 
Matthew  Sherwood  acknowledge  themselves  bound   to   the 
treasury  of  the  county  in  a  Recognizance  of  £70  cash,  that  the 
defend'^  shall  prosecute  his  appeal  to  effect,  and  answer  all 
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damages  in  case  he  make  not  his  plea  good."  The  defends 
preparing  for  a  revisal  of  his  case,  sought  the  opinion  ol 
Clark  and  other  physicians  of  Boston,  and  also  of  Dr.  Fi 
Milford.  From  the  former  gentlemen  the  following  docu 
was  received : 

We  the  subscribers  being  requested  to  give  our  opini< 

Dr.  Laborie's  account,  upon  due  consideration,  are  of  op 

that  the  prices  of  medicines  in  that  account  are  extravag 

overcharged,  and  to  the  best  of  our  judgment,  conside: 

above  £30  more  than  any  honest  practitioner  would 

charged. 

Boston,  April  10,  1708. 

John  Clabk, 

John  Cutter, 

Oliver  Noyes, 

Abijah  Savage 

The  opinion  of  Dr.  Fisk  and  his  company  was  given  in  t 
words  : — "  We  think  the  bill  to  be  -very  unreasonable  anc 
travagant  in  these  respects — ^first,  he  has  set  a  certain  pric 
an  uncertain  quantity,  of  which  he  makes  Mr.  Lyron  the  de 
He  charges  Mr.  Lyron  £34  of  which  he  tells  neither  the  q 
tity  nor  the  specific  quality,  save  only  he  says  cataplasm,  w 
is  no  more  than  to  say  poultice — we  may  suppose  it  to  be  n 
of  flax  seed,  or  hysteric,  which  is  no  more  than  something 
the  mother — we  may  think  it  to  be  motherwort  or  somet 
like — or  diuretic,  which  may  be  pumpkin  seeds  or  parselyn 
Considering  the  time,  either  he  must  be  extravagant  in 
doses  or  his  prices,  for  we  think  it  not  possible  for  any  patiei 
use  such  quantity  of  medicine  in  so  short  a  time — ^where 
we  are  verily  of  opinion  that  Doctor  Laborie  does  wrong  I 
self  and  Mr.  Lyron  both,  in  that  he  over-charges  Mr.  L3 
£34  for  these  particular  articles,  and  we  think  it  unreason 
for  a  physician  to  charge  his  patients  at  pleasure,  without 
demonstration  as  to  the  quantity  or  worth,  of  what  he  mi 
them  debtor  for,  and  how  Doctor  Laborie  will  make  out 
rest  of  his  bill  to  be  reasonable,  be  must  find  the  way  himse 
he  can.  John  Fisk,  Prac.  Physii 

May,  1708." 
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The  only  other  document  with 'which  I  will  detain  you,  shows 
that  the  case  was  amicably  an*anged  by  the  parties  to  the  con- 
troversy, without  obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  general  court. 

•*  To  the  honorable  court  of  assistants,  now  sitting  at  New 
Haven  : — For  as  much  as  we  have  agreed  upon  the  case,  before 
your  court,  we  pray  you  would  please,  not  to  call  the  action  to 
an  hearing. 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

James  Laborie, 
Lewis  Lyron." 
Oct.  1708. 

In  1695,  the  general  court  having  had  sufficient  certificate  of 
Nathaniel  Wade's  good  ability  and  prosperous  success,  granted 
him  liberty  to  practice  physic  and  surgery,  in  this  colony,  and 
expressed  their  desire  that  the  blessing  of  God  might  accompany 
his  endeavors.  Mr.  Wade  was  a  young  man  from  Boston, 
who  had  graduated  at  the  college  in  Cambridge,  and  had  pur- 
sued a  limited  course  of  medical  education.  He  first  removed 
to  Stratford,  where  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  Rev. 
Israel  Chauncey,  but  soon  transferred  his  residence  to  New 
Haven,  where  he  also  became  known  to  Rev.  Mr.  Pierpont. 

In  May,  1605,  he  sent  to  the  general  court  the  following 
petition  for  their  honorable  license: — ''The  petition  of  Na- 
thaniel Wade  humbly  sheweth,  that  being  admitted  an  inhabit- 
ant of  New  Haven — having  been  educated  at  the  college  in 
Cambridge,  under  special  advantages  of  knowledge  in  the  fac- 
ulty of  medicine  and  chirurgery,  for  some  time  used  in  those 
sciences  in  the  colony  of  Massachusetts,  and  for  the  space  of  a 
year  and  a  half  within  this  government,  account  it  both  my 
duty  and  prudence  to  beg  your  honorable  allowance  for  serv* 
ing  the  good  people  under  your  care  as  there  may  be  opportu- 
nity in  the  exercise  of  these  faculties,  and  your  honorable 
license  being  granted,  shall  oblige  your  humble  petitioner 
always  to  pray  that  God  will  make  your  walls  salvation  and 
your  gates  praise." 

This  petition  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Rev.  Mr. 
Chauncey  of  Stratford,  who  says  ''  I  have  been  advantaged  to 
have  acquaintance  with  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Wade  and  can  give 
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testimony,  that  he  hath  had  great  opportunity  by  his  abod 
men  of  skill  in  Massachusetts,  so  he  hath  made  consid 
proficiency  in  physic  and  chirurgery — and  may,  if  the  h 
ble  court  shall  please  to  license  his  practice,  be  an  instr 
of  great  good  in  these  ends  of  the  colony  where  men  c 
are  so  scarce."  These  documents  were  enclosed  in  a  lette 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Pierpont  of  New  Haven,  where  Mr.  Wen 
improved  his  abilities.  Mr.  Pierpont  had  "received  letter 
Dr.  Oliver,  Mr.  Brattle  and  Mr,  Stoddard  of  Northai 
which  furnished  a  good  account  of  not  only  his  education 
ners,  pious  inclinations,  but  also  of  his  manifest  and  knb^ 
pacity  in  the  mysteries  of  medicine  and  chirurgery."  H 
"  we  have  had  satisfactory  experience  at  New  Haven,  ai 
cording  to  my  observation,  for  his  time,  he  has  so  accom] 
that  we  have  great  reason  of  both  satisfaction  and  thankful 
Mr.  Pierpont  adds  a  postscript  to  his  letter,  having  no  ref< 
to  the  application  of  Mr.  Wade,  which  shows  that  op 
change  with  the  changing  tide.  There  existed  at  that 
law  in  the  colony,  which  prohibited  the  distillation  of 
from  grain — the  writer  urged  the  general  court  to  repea 
law,  on  the  ground  that  *'  rye  was  a  drug  in  the  mark 
spirits  very  scarce." 

The  following  petitions  for  a  license  to  practice  medic 
the  colony,  were  presented  to  the  general  court,  and  weri 
of  them  granted. 

Petition  of  John  Fisk  of  Milford. — "That  whereas  rela 
physic  and  chirurgery,  the  laws  of  our  sovereign  lord  ih 
the  security  of  the  practitioner  and  the  safety  of  the  publi 
ders  it  requisite  arid  necessary,  that  those  who  practice  ( 
bodies  of  their  neighbors,  where  life  and  limbs  are  cone 
should  be  persons  approved  therein,  and  licensed  thereto 
whereas  I  have  now  by  the  providence  of  God,  the  boui 
my  habitation  within  this  your  colony,  where  I  am  enga 
and  obliged  to  practice  the  above  said  art — Therefore,  I  pi 
for  a  license  to  practice  therein." 

From  Wrentham,  where  Dr.  Fisk  had  formerly  resided, 
tificate  was  appended, "  that  John  Fisk  had  for  many  year 
with  good  success,  practiced  in  the  arts  of  physic  and  c 
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gery*  and  had  made  many  notable  cures,  and  had  generally 
been  accounted  one  of  good  skill  and  understanding  in  many 
maladies  and  their  remedies,  of  which  some  of  us  have  had 
experience." 
2lst  Feb,  1694. 

1705.  Selectmen  and  others  of  Norwalk,  in  behalf  of  John 
Copp. — **  If  any  petition  shall  be  presented  in  behalf  of  John  Copp, 
school-master,  of  our  town,  to  be  an  approved  physician,  these 
lines  are  to  assure  your  honors,  that  it  will  be  well  accepted 
and  ap]>roved  by  most  people  among  us.  We  judge  him  to  be 
a  safe  and  consciencious  man,  and  have  experienced  consider- 
able good  by  his  administration  among  us.'^ 

1702.  The  next  petition  was  from  Obidiah  Hosford  of  He- 
bron, for  a  license  to  practice.  The  testimonials  which  he  pre- 
sented to  the  GeneraJ  Assembly  were,  one  from  Gershom  Bulkley, 
and  the  other  from  Samuel  Mather.  The  former  knew  from 
certain  rumors,  and  in  part  from  himself,  that  he  "  hath  practiced 
for  years,  but  as  for  his  learning,  skill  and  success  in  said  art 
and  practice  of  physic,  I  know  nothing."  Dr.  Mather  certified 
that  he  had  heard  of  his  practice  some  years  past,  and  by  the 
good  acceptance  he  hath  had  among  his  people,  and  by  what 
he  had  gained  by  reading  and  experience  in  that  science* 
Dr.  Mather  approved  of  his  being  an  allowed  physician.  Dr. 
Bulkley's  certificate  bears  date  Glastenbury,  May  7th,  and  Dr. 
Mather's,  Windsor,  May  10th,  1712. 

1721.  Dr.  Blogget,  Plainfield.  "  Whereas  Wm.  Blogget  of 
Plainfield,  hath  practiced  physic  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut, 
sundry  years — We,  the  subscribers,  would  inform  the  General 
Assembly,  that  he  hath  had  good  success  in  his  practice,  and 
hath  done  much  good,  through  God's  blessing,  to  many  distressed 
sick  people— sundry  of  us  having  much  improved  him,  also 
that  he  is  accounted  a  skillful  physician  as  well  by  doctors,  as 
by  those  who  have  improved  him." 

This  petition  bears  the  signature  of  many  residents  in  Plain- 
field  and  Canterbury.  The  prayer  of  Wm.  Blogget  declared 
that  he  "  had  for  many  years  studied  the  art  and  method  of  phy- 
sic— ^had  made  divers  experiments,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  with 
good  success,  to  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  have  been  bene- 
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fited  and  blessed  thereby,  besides  the  judgment  and  appi 
tion  of  divers  able  doctors  in  the  neighboring  governm 
doth  therefore  pray  the  Hon.  Assembly  to  grant  the  supplii 
license  or  commission  to  practice  physic,  as  is  usual  in 
cases."  This  prayer  and  the  recommendation  did  not  avail, 
the  license  of  Mr.  Blogget  was  not  granted. 

As  Dr.  Blogget  was  a  physician  of  some  fame  and  large 
perience  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  State,  I  was  intereste 
know  why  his  petition,  endorsed  by  the  population  of  Cai 
bury  and  Plainfield,  should  have  been  refused.  I  found  no 
jection  to  his  moral  character — no  want  of  medical  skill, 
he  practiced  to  satisfaction — which  implied  that  those  who 
nessed  the  doctor's  proceedings,  and  those  who  tried  his  w 
cines,  were  satisfied  with  the  result.  The  petition  of  Dr.  B 
get  shows  plainly  enough  that  he  was  an  illiterate  man,  ^ 
could  not  with  propriety  be  reckoned  with  the  members  of 
learned  profession.  I  wish  to  call  the  attehtion  of  those  ^ 
teach,  and  of  those  who  examine  medical  students,  to  the  i 
that  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago,  deficiency  in  liter 
attainments  was  a  fatal  bar  to  those  who  sought  to  be  enrol 
under  legislative  sanction,  with  the  physicians  of  the  colo 
Let  that  bar  remain,  sustained  as  it  has  been  by  the  verdici 
public  opinion — by  the  judgment  of  our  own  profession — by 
laws  of  our  wide-spread  country. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  a  young  resident 
Hartford  left  the  colony  for  the  sole  purpose  of  obtaining 
medical  education.  In  accordance  with  English  custom, 
pursued  the  study  seven  years,  with  a  physician  in  Bost< 
and  on  his  return  to  Hartford,  commenced  the  practice, 
the  year  1723,  (he  was  then  twenty-eight  years  old,)  he  i 
plied  to  the  general  court  for  a  license,  and  his  applicati 
being  enforced  by  the  good  opinions  of  Dr's.  Mather  a 
Hooker,  was  granted.  From  that  time  Dr.  Bull  was  in  s 
tive  business ;  his  manners  were  courteous,  his  opinions  we 
held  in  high  estimation,  and  his  advice  was  sought  for  I 
those  who  needed  his  counsel  in  every  part  of  the  count 
In  short,  he  was  for  many  years  the  physician  of  the  countj 
and  among  his  pupils  were  the  first  Dr.  Wells  of  Berlin,  D 
Hart  and  Dr.  Rogers  of  Danbury.    Dr.  Bull  built  a  house  o 
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Main-street,  where  the  South  Baptist  Church  now  stands.  It 
was  not  many  years  ago  occupied  by  his  son,  the  late  Judge 
Bull,  and  in  his  garden  have  been  erected  five  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful houses  in  Main-street. 

In  the  year  1720,  Benj.  Hall  of  Wallingford,  applied  for  a 
license  from  the  General  Assembly  to  practice  physic,  which 
was  granted. 

1733.  "  Whereas  Uriah  Rogers  of  Norwalk,  late  an  appren- 
tice to  Jonathan  Bull,  physician  of  Hartford,  hath  desired  the 
subscribers  to  certify  others  of  his  practice  in  physic  since  his^ 
living  in  Norwalk — These  are  therefore  to  signify  his  practice 
has  been  full  and  large — his  success  very  good — his  behaviour 
grave,  modest  and  obliging,  and  he  seems  to  be  well  acquainted 
both  with  distempers  and  medicine.  If  he  applies  to  the  Gen. 
Assembly  for  a  license  to  practice  we  believe  he  will  answer 
such  a  character. 

John  Copf, 
Dan'l  Chapman." 

The  same  year  Sam'l  Porter  of  Farmington,  applied,  for  and 
received  a  license  to  practice  medicine  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  colony. 

These  cases  are  sufficient  to  show  in  what  manner  the  earli- 
est physicians  in  the  colony  became  authorized  to  practice 
medicine  and  surgery.  If  allowed  by  the  General  Assembly, 
they  were  not  required  to  pay  taxes,  and  were  excused  from 
military  and  other  personal  duties  till  the  year  1740,  after  which 
they  were  taxed  the  same  as  other  citizens.  It  does  not  appear 
that  all  who  practiced  physic  in  the  colony,  were  authorized  by 
the  Legislature.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  a  young  man 
to  ent^r  upon  the  study  of  medicine,  under  the  guidance  of 
some  neighboring  physician,  to  ride  with  him  till  he  felt  com- 
petent to  ride  alone  and  then,  with  a  certificate  of  his  good 
character  and  satisfactory  attainments,  to  become  a  candidate 
for  public  favor. 

The  following  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  testimony  to  which  I 
have  referred : 


M 


This  may  certify  whom  it  may  concern  that  I  y«  subscriber 
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for  two  years  time  have  given  Thomas  Thompson  at  Farming- 
ton  sundry  directions  in  y«  mysteries  of  physic  and  chirurgery 
and  doe  find  that  y®  said  Thompson  hath  made  a  considerable 
progress  in  said  arts  and  witha]  finding  him  to  be  very  careful 
in  his  practice  and  administrations — doe  judge  him  to  be  a  man 
as  likely  to  do  good  in  said  mysteries  as  any  man  I  know  of 
that  is  not  advantaged  with  college  learning. 
"  Farmington,  'March  y«  29th.  1703. 

"  Thomas  Hastings,  licensed  phisician,  &c." 

"  This  may  certify  that  I  the  subscriber  do  judge  the  above 
said  Thos :  Thompson  has  a  considerable  insight  in  the  art  of 
physic  and  chirurgery  and  has  for  many  years  practiced  the 
said  art  and  with  good  success  in  his  administrations. 

"  Farmington,  May  the  12th,  1721. 

"  Samuel  Porter,  allowed  chirurgeon." 

CLERICAL    PHYSICIANS. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  colony  there  was  a  class  of  men,  whc 
in  their  training  for  one  sphere  of  usefulness  were  incidentall; 
qualified  for  another.  These  were  the  clerical  physicians 
They  were  generally  well  educated,  of  unquestioned  piety,  an 
more  than  ordinary  industry.  Of  the  more  distinguished  c 
these  men  were  Gershom  Bulkley  of  Wethersfield,  to  whom 
have  already  referred,  and  Isaiah  Collins  of  Litchfield.  The 
both  resigned  the  ministerial  office,  and  in  their  old  age  devote 
their  energies  to  the  medical  profession.  Others,  like  Elliot  < 
Killingworth,  Fiske  of  Haddam,  and  John  Bulkley  of  Colche! 
ter,  continued  to  exercise  the  functions  of  both  professions  ti 
their  days  of  usefulness  were  ended. 

Jared  Elliott  was  the  son  of  the  minister  at  Guilford,  and  th 
grandson  of  the  more  celebrated  John  Elliott,  who  wro 
against  the  use  of  wigs  and  tobacco,  and  labored  with  gre 
zeal  and  success  for  the  conversion  of  the  Indians.  Jared  £ 
liott  was  born  in  1685,  and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  170 
Three  years  after  leaving  college,  he  was  ordained  pastor  of  tl 
church  at  Killingworth,  but  he  was  more  known  as  a  usef 
physician  than  distinguished  as  an  eloquent  divine.  To  dra 
the  lands  and  make  them  productive,  to  raise  the  mulberry-tr 
and  furnish  the  colony  with  silk,  and  to  superintend  the  ag 
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cultural  improvements  of  his  farm,  were  objects  to  which  his 
alteotion  was  occasionally  devoted;  but  the  great  business  of 
his  life  was  the  practice  of  the  healing  art.  For  this  purpose 
he  studied  much,  and  was  well  versed  in  the  works  of  Hippo- 
crates, Galen  and  Celsus.  His  practice  was  extensive,  and  as 
his  success  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  ailments  was  great,  he 
was  called  often  to  visit  patients  in  every  part  of  the  colony. 
He  was  the  personal  friend  and  correspondent  of  Berkeley  and 
Franklin,  and  the  instructor  of  several  medical  pupils.  For 
forty  years  he  is  said  to  have  preached  every  Sunday,  and  to 
have  devoted  some  part  of  every  week  to  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine. He  was  methodical  in  making  his  arrangements  and  in- 
dustrious in  their  execution.  He  was,  moreover  liberal  in  his 
character — enjoyed  a  high  reputation  in  his  life  time,  and  left 
an  honored  reputation  behind  him. 

Dr.  Elliott  died  at  Killing  worth  in  1763. 

Rev.  Fhineas  Fisk  was  a  cotemporary  of  Dr.  Elliott,  and  a 
son  of  Dr.  John  Fisk  of  Milford,  to  whose  opinion  of  Dr.  Labo- 
rie's  indefinite  charges  I  have  already  referred  you.  To  Rev. 
Dr.  Field  of  Haddam,  I  am  indebted  for  the  following  sketch  of 
the  character  of  the  Rev.  Phineas  Fisk : — He  was  a  man  of 
great  respectability  and  excellence,  both  as  a  divine  and  phy- 
sician. He  was  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1704,  and  was 
appointed  tutor  of  that  institution,  and  after  the  death  of  Rector 
Pearson,  the  under  classes  were  especially  under  his  care ;  he 
maintained  his  connection  with  the  college  six  years,  and  had  a 
high  reputation  as  an  instructor.  He  was  then  licensed  to 
preach  the  gospel,  and  was  subsequently  ordained  pastor,  with 
the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Hobart  of  Haddam.  How  early  he  studied 
medicine  is  not  known.  His  father,  John  Fiske  of  Milford,  was 
a  physician,  and  he  may  have  studied  with  him,  even  before 
he  turned  his  attention  to  divinity.  Be  this  as  it  may,  he  be- 
came an  eminent  practitioner,  and  might  have  had  as  much 
fame  as  Dr.  Elliott  had  he  lived  as  long.  He  was  much  known 
and  greatly  esteemed  in  his  day. 

John  Bulkley  of  Colchester,  was  graduated  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1699,  and  three  years  afterwards  ordained  and  settled 
at  Colchester.  While  in  college  he  was  a  distinguished  scholar, 
and  he  extended  his  researches  into  the  various  departments  of 
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law,  medicine  and  theology.     He  was  classed  by  the  Rev.  Dr 
Chauncey  as  among  the  men  most  eminent  for  strength  of  geniui 
and  powers  of  mind  which  New  England  had  produced;  andb] 
Peters,  who  rarely  wasted  compliments  upon  the  good  peopl( 
of  Connecticut,  the  Bulkleys    are  spoken    of   with  respect 
"  Colchester  has   to  boast  of  Rev.  John  Bulkley  for  its  firs 
minister,  whose  grandfather,  Peter  Bulkley,  possessed  a  gentle 
man's  estate  in  Bedfordshire,  which  he  sold  and  spent  the  pro 
duce  among  his  servants  in  Massachusetts.     '*  John  Bulkle; 
was  a  great  scholar,   and   suffering  prudence  to  govern  hi 
hard   temper,   he  conciliated   the  esteem   of  all  parties  ani 
became   the   ornament  of  the   sober  dissenters  in  Connect! 
cut.     He  was  a  lawyer,  a  physician,  and  a  divine ;   he  pub 
lished  an  ingenious  pamphlet  to  prove  that   the  title   of  th 
people  to  their  lands  was  good,  because  they  had  taken  ther 
out  of  the  state  of  nature.     His  argument  satisfied  many  wh 
thought  their  titles  were  neither  legal,  just  nor  scriptural,  indee 
it  may  seem  conclusive  if  his  major  proposition  be  granted,  ths 
the  English  found  Connecticut  in  a  state  of  nature.     His  so 
John,  was  a  lawyer  and'physician  of  great  reputation,  and  wa 
appointed  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  very  young.     He  an 
his  father  were  suspected  to    be  not  sound  in  the  faith,  b( 
cause  they  used  in  their  prayers,  some  portion  of  the  Englis 
Liturgy." 

I  have  a  few  words  to  say  respecting  the  personal  appea 
ance  of  our  early  predecessors.  Some  of  them,  as  I  hai 
already  mentioned,  were  clergymen  who  appeared  in  publ 
with  their  toig  and  cocked  hat,  and  would  have  thought  it  unb 
coming  to  exhibit  themselves  in  any  other  dress.  Those  ph 
sicians  who  assumed  the  character  of  learned  and  well  behav 
members  of  the  profession,  were  bedecked  like  the  clergy,  in 
professional  costume.  As  an  illustration  of  the  fact,  1  may  i 
fer  to  the  portraits  of  the  old  physicians,  and  also  to  their  wai 
robes.  Jonathan  Williams  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  17^ 
and  pursued  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Wethersfield  until 
died,  in  1738.  He  was  but  thirty  years  old  at  the  time  of  1 
death.  In  the  Probate  OfEce  at  Hartford,  is  an  inventory 
his  estate,  from  which  I  make  the  following  extract : — Hat  a 
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bands,  £2  12s. ;  Wig,  £l  K)s. ;  Best  coat  was  valued£l0 ;  and 
his  Leather  breeches,  £3  5s. 

His  library  consisted  of  the  Modem  Physician,  by  Philip 
Woodhouse,  and  the  Principles  of  Medicine,  by  Thomas  Morgan; 
The  History  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  a  copy  of  Euclid  were 
his  miscellaneous  books,  all  valued  at  something  more  than  20s. 

I  wish  next  to  invite  your  attention  to  Dr.  James  Hurlburt 
of  Berlin,  who  was  born  in  the  year  1717.  At  the  beginning 
of  his  professional  career  he  was  distinguished  for  industry  and 
talents,  and  soon  acquired  the  reputation  of  being  a  learned 
man  and  skillful  physician.  Students  applied  to  him  for  in- 
struction, patients  for  relief,  and  neighboring  physicians  for 
counsel.  Respected  for  his  learning,  and  admired  for  his  genius, 
the  doctor  might  have  pursued  a  course  of  unvarying  prosper- 
ity, but  the  brilliancy  of  his  morning  sun  was  obscured  by  the 
clouds  of  noon-day,  and  by  the  thick  darkness  of  evening.  He 
adopted  the  practice  of  drinking  ardent  spirits,  at  first  mode- 
rately and  occasionally,  but  his  moderation  was  soon  converted 
into  excess,  and  his  occasional  potations  became  frequent  and 
immoderate ;  and  the  doctor  became  a  slave  to  vicious  indul. 
gence.  He  was  no  longer  the  pleasant  associate  of  other  phy- 
sicians— ^no  longer  die  gentleman  whom  all  were  glad  to  meet, 
nor  the  esteemed  physician  whom  men  of  prudence  would  wish 
to  consult ;  but  a  sot  in  his  appearance,  a  vagabond  in  his 
habits,  he  lived  to  disgrace  himself  and  inJ9ict  a  stigma  upon 
his  profession.  Dr.  Woodward  informs  us  that  he  would  not 
in  his  latter  years,  prescribe  for  any  patient  till  the  square  bot- 
tle of  rum  was  placed  under  his  entire  and  exclusive  control. 
He  used,  at  the  same  time,  enormous  quantities  of  opium — rum 
for  excitement,  and  opium  to  steady  the  effects  of  the  rum. 
**  For  many  of  his  last  years  all  the  avails  of  his  practice  were 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  opium,  but  he  was  rarely  intoxica. 
ted,  and  when  so  much  under  the  induence  of  alcohol  as  not  to 
be  able  to  stand,  his  mind  would  appear  to  be  clear,  and  his 
judgment  unimpaired.  When  in  the  attire  of  a  vagrant,  he 
walked  about  supported  by  his  staff,  lame,  filthy  and  miserable ; 
if  his  attention  was  engaged  to  any  subject  of  learning,  he 
would  exhibit  such  resources  of  information,  such  powers  of 

logic,  such  judicious  and  sensible  remarks  as  would  astonish  all 
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his  auditors,  and  particularly  surprise  strangers."  The  doct' 
usual  place  of  residence  was  at  Berlin,  near  the  line  of 
Hartford  and  New  Haven  railroad,  but  he  tasted  his  last  di 
and  uttered  his  last  groan  at  the  house  of  some  friend  in  W( 
ersfield,  where  he  was  buried.  There  was  neither  monura 
nor  beacon  placed  over  his  grave  to  tell  the  visitor  how  he  i 
to  a  station  of  eminence,  and  how  he  sunk  to  the  conditio] 
poverty  and  contempt. 

I  have  alluded  to  the  pupils  of  Dr.  Hurlbur^  of  whom 
most  eminent  was  Dr.  Bird  of  Litchfield.     He,  too,  was  a  r 

« 

of  uncommon  talent,  who  paid  as  much  reverence  to  Boerhe 
and  the  brandy  bottle,  as  had  ever  been  exhibited  by 
learned  but  eccentric  teacher,  but  he  was  more  prudent  in 
financial  arrangements  and  maintained  to  the  fast  his  posii 
in  society.  "  He  was,"  says  Dr.  Buel,  "  a  remarkable  r 
and  the  vigor  of  his  mind  was  what  I  think  may  be  called  [ 
digious."  His  son  John,  a  member  of  Congress  from  the  si 
of  New  York,  was  a  man  of  great  and  original  genius,  eccen 
and  imaginative,  not  so  much  distinguished  for  sound  comri 
sense  as  his  father,  but  in  my  limited  opportunities  I  h 
known  of  no  instances  of  what  I  thought  superior  orig 
powers  of  mind,  to  those  of  the  Birds,  father  and  son." 
opinion  was  once  prevalent  in  this  state,  and  Huriburt  and  ] 
may  have  given  it  currency,  that  those  physicians  who  used 
dent  spirits  freely,  were  the  very  best  doctors,  if  their  serv 
could  be  secured  before  it  was  too  late  in  the  day — in  o 
words,  that  a  certain  amount  of  stimulation  sharpened  the  ii 
lect,  and  enabled  them  to  prescribe  for  the  various  form 
disease  with  extraordinary  skill  and  success.  This  idea,  wl 
fortunately  for  the  cause  of  good  morals,  has  become  obso 
probably  originated  at  a  time  when  physicians  under  the 
citement  of  ardent  spirits,  discoursed  most  fluently  respec 
medical  theories,  and  most  confidently  concerning  the  g 
success  of  their  own  practice.  The  oratory  of  a  physician 
der  this  artificial  excitement  might  have  been  more  impres 
than  the  dry  discourse  of  his  sober  mood,  but  it.  was  a  i 
delusion,  to  infer  that  his  practice  was  more  safe  or  i 
efiectual. 
Dr.  Bird,  however,  appears  to  have  formed  a  high  estii 
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of  the  remedial  powers  of  brandy.    In  his  old  age  his  eyes  be- 
came red  and  inflamed,  and  a  friend  suggested  to  him  that  he 
would  not  advise  a  patient  in  his  situation  the  same  course  of 
living.     Bird  replied,  I  can  do  without  eyes  but  1  cannot  live 
without  brandy.     He  waif  probably  admonished  by  the  sad 
career  of  Hurlburt  to  make  some  provisions  for  the  future. 
He  was  moreover  disposed  to  encourage  others  to  adopt  the 
same  precautions.     On  one  occasion,  having  met  Dr.  Catlin  in 
consultation  and  disposed  of  the  case  of  the  patient,  Bird  ob- 
served to  his  friend,  '^  Catlin,  you  ai*e  devilish  poor,  and  ought 
not  to  be  so.     I  have  laid  by  something  for  a  rainy  day,  and  it 
is  not  too  late  to  retrieve  your  circumstances — charge  more, 
take  care  of  your  money,  and  in  five  years  you  will  be  as  well 
off  as  I  am."    Catlin's  pungent  reply  was,  "  No,  Bird,  four  years 
of  rascality  won't  do  it." 

Dr.  Bird  was  born  at  Bethlem  in  1733,  and  died  at  Litchfield 
at  the  age  of  72  years ;  he  and  his  preceptor  may  be  regarded 
as  uncommon  specimens  of  the  drinking  doctors  of  Connecticut. 

The  next  most  eminent  physician  who  practiced  medicine  in 
this  part  of  the  county,  was  Norman  Morrison.  He  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  Western  Isles  of  Scotland — was  educated  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh,  which  was  at  that  time  acquiring  distinc- 
tion by  the  character  of  its  medical  school:  Having  completed 
his  medical  studies,  he  left  Glasgow  for  this  country  in  1736. 
Cullen,  at  that  time,  was  24  years  of  age,  and  shortly  after- 
wards commenced  his  brilliant  career  of  instruction.  Doctor 
Morrison  came  with  a  full  consciousness  of  the  dignity  of  his 
profession,  and  of  his  own  personal  duty  to  sustain  it.  He  was 
the  first  man  in  the  colony  who  separated  the  practice  of  med- 
icine from  pharmacy,  and  encouraged  the  establishment  of  an 
independent  apothecary  in  this  city,  and  by  so  doing  he  proved 
himself  in  advance  of  the  other  physicians. 

When  he  first  arrived  in  the  country,  he  purchased  of  Mr. 
Sheldon  of  Sufiield,  a  house  and  lot  in  Main-street,  a  few  rods 
North  of  the  Court  House.  Temple-Street  was  subsequently 
opened  through  his  grounds,  and  the  Market  and  City  Hall 
stand  on  its  eastern  borders.  Dr.  Morrison  was  at  all  times 
regarded  as  a  learned  physician,  and  to  him  many  young  men 
of  the  colony,  resorted  for  instruction. 
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Alexander  Woolcott  of  Windsor,  son  of  the  governor,  and  Jc 
Osborne  of  Middletown,  son  of  the  first  doctor  Osborne,  w 
the  most  distinguished  of  his  pupils.  He  married  the  wido\^ 
Mr.  John  Smith,  a  young  merchant  in  the  London  trade,  i 
by  his  marriage  acquired  a  large  accession  to  his  propei 
He  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  professional  brethren,  and  ^ 
frequently  solicited  to  visit  their  patients  in  consultati 
On  one  occasion  he  was  requested  to  visit  a  patient  with 
Andrews,  who  resided  on  the  borders  of  Farmington  and  £ 
lin,  and  was  known  as  the  Indian  doctor,  whose  skill  had  b 
derived  from  his  friendly  intercourse  with  the  natives.  As 
was  an  unlearned  man  who  had  never  pursued  any  course 
medical  studies,  our  Scotch  doctor  was  in  some  perplexity 
to  whether  he  should  obey  the  summons  or  decline  it.  Digii 
said  "  no" — duty  said  **  yes,"  and  conscience  was  appeased 
appointing  a  time  when  he  would  visit  the  patient.  But 
letter  was  in  Latin,  and  gave  no  light  to  Andrews  till  he 
sorted  to  a  neighboring  clergyman,  who  translated  it  i 
English.  Andrews,  who  had  been  with  the  Indians  enough 
gain  something  of  their  language,  returned  an  answer  to  '. 
Morrison  in  the  native  dialect,  and  in  this  instance,  the  Yanl 
was  too  shrewd  for  the  Scotchman.  In  the  midst  of  his  prol 
sional  usefulness,  Dr.  Morrison's  only  son  was  seized  with  sn 
pox,  and  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  that  period,  the  c 
authority  interfered  and  required  the  unfortunate  young  mai 
be  removed  to  some  house  remote  from  his  family,  and  there 
died.  Indignation  and  sorrow  mingled  in  the  father's  heart,  i 
were  depicted  in  his  countenance.  The  son  was  brought 
his  father's  garden  and  buried,  and  there  by  his  side,  at  a  fut 
day,  were  placed  the  remains  of  Dr.  Norman  Morrison.  1 
following  inscription  was  copied  from  his  monument : — "  Un 
this  monument  are  Buried  the  Remains  of  Norman  Morris 
who  being  born  in  the  Westerns  Island  of  Scotland  and  educai 
at  Edinburgh,  lived  a  physician  inferior  to  none — an  husba 
brother,  father  and  friend  among  the  most  excellent ;  in  m 
ners  gentle,  to  those  in  need,  liberal ;  kind  and  beneficent  to 
and  a  Christian  without  deceit.  He  died  much  loved  and 
mented,  the  9th  of  April,  1761,  in  y«*  55th  year  of  his  age. 
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Any  reference  to  the  physicians  of  Hartford  county  would 
be  incomplete  if  it  contained  no  allusion  to  Dr.  Alexander  Wool- 
cott  of  Windsor.     He  was  born  in  1711,  graduated  at  Yale 
College  in  1731,  and  shortly  afterwards  became  a  student  of 
medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Norman  Morrison.     His  father 
had  been  the  chosen  leader  of  that  band  of  adventurers  who 
left  Connecticut  for  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  and  for  the  suc- 
cess of  that  bold  enterprise,  much  was  due  to  the  valor  and  dis- 
cretion of  Oliver  Woolcott.     The  successful  hero  shortly  after- 
wards became  governor  of  the  colony.     His  son  Alexander 
pursued  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  most  auspicious  cir- 
cumstances.    At  college  he  was  distinguished  for  his  classical 
attainments,  and  afterwards  for   the  energy  with  which  he 
unravelled  the  mysteries  of  the  healing  art.    When  he  had  fin- 
ished his  course  of  medical  studies.  Dr.  Woolcott  returned  to 
Windsor  to  practice  the  duties  of  his  profession.  His  library  was 
large  and  well  selected,  and  its  array  of  folios,  mostly  in  Latin, 
which  would  make  a  student  of  this  day  shudder  with  appre- 
hension.    Yet  in  such  a  form  were  the  works  of  Bonetus,  Sen- 
nertus  and  Morgagni,  while  in  less  ponderous  shape,  but  in  the 
same  language,  were  found  the  first  edition  of  the  great  work  of 
Sydenham  ;  and  Dr.  Woolcott  was  in  the  practice  of  reading 
these  ponderous  tomes  of  Latin  and  Greek,  though  one  of  the 
sons,  to  whom  they  devolved,  looked  upon  them  as  excellent 
waste  paper,  and  as  such  employed  them.     Thirty  years  ago 
the  remnant  of  this  ancient  library  came  into  my  possession, 
and  at  that  time  it  contained  200  volumes  of  what  a  medical 
man  may  designate  as  the  early  fathers  of  his  profession. 

About  the  year  1740  Dr.  Woolcott  commenced  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Windsor.  He  had  a  faithful  domestic  to  escort 
him  when  be  visited  his  patients,  and  to  aid  him  in  preparing 
medicines  for  the  sick.  In  this  way,  Primus  and  his  master 
lived  on  for  years,  till  it  occurred  to  the  latter,  that  the  old 
negro  should  be  released  from  bondage.  Primus  was  free,  but 
he  did  not  waste  months  in  doubt  respecting  his  future  employ- 
ment. He  immediately  removed  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
river,  and  was  at  once  recognized  as  a  doctor,  and  as  such  fre- 
quently employed.    On  one  occasion  he  was  requested  to  visit 
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a  sick  child  at  Poquonnock.  Primus  obeyed  the  summons,  a 
employed  such  remedies  as,  in  his  judgment,  the  case  demand( 
On  his  way  home,  he  rapped  at  the  door  of  his  old  master,  w 
came  out  to  inquire  what  was  wanted.  '*  Nothing  particuh 
master,  I  called  to  say  that  I  was  sent  for  to  see  a  child  of  o 
old  neighbor — found  it  a  very  simple  case,  and  said  to  t 
mother  it  was  not  necessary  for  her  to  send  so  far  for  a  doct( 
for  you  would  have  done  for  the  child  jiist  as  well  as  any  o 
else."  His  practice,  however,  was  mainly  on  the  east  side 
the  river,  where  he  more  frequently  crossed  the  path  of  I 
Mather.  On  some  such  occasion,  the  doctor  accosted  him 
"  What,  Primus,  do  you  practice  yet  ?"  "  Only  in  diffic 
cases,  master,"  was  the  old  negro's  reply. 

Both  in  difficult  cases  and  in  plain  ones.  Primus  found  e 
ployment  for  his  old  age,  and  was  esteemed  a  physician  of  soi 
skill,  as  he  was  a  man  of  more  than  common  shrewdness.  I 
Woolcott  was  greatly  respected  in  his  old  age,  for  he  had  h 
that  foundation  on  which  the  homage  of  other  people  is  f 
quently  based — he  had  laid  by  stores  of  medical  knowledj 
which  he  had  imparted  freely  to  the  sick  and  suffering — he  m 
respected  because  he  was  useful  to  others,  and  because  he  ; 
spected  himself.  Two  of  his  sons  were  physicians,  one  w 
practiced  at  Windsor  after  the  death  of  his  father,  and  Sim< 
who  resided  at  New  London,  and  was  one  of  the  founders 
the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

When  in  1T76  the  General  Assembly  was  forced  to  ma 
some  provision  for  the  medical  staff  of  the  army,  they  chos( 
committee  to  exaqgine  all  who  applied  for  the  post  of  surgec 
or  surgeons'  mates.  Dr.  Woolcott  was  at  the  head  of  tl 
committee. 

PHYSICIANS    OF    THE    ARMY. 

The  war  in  which  the  colonies  were  involved,  elicited  so 
degree  of  medical  talents.  During  the  Pequot  war,  Gersh< 
Bulkley  was  elected  surgeon  of  the  forces  raised  in  Connecti< 
to  repress  Indian  hostilities.  His  pay  was  but  the  moder 
allowance  of  14  shillings  per  week.  In  the  year  1742,  an  < 
pedition  against  Louisburg  was  promoted  by  the  English  g< 
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ernoient,  and  the  colonies  embarked  with  as  much  zeal  as  if  the 
quarrel  had  been  their  own.    The  Connecticut  forces,  under 
the  command  of  (xeneral  Woolcott,  and  Dr's.  Reed  of  Sims. 
bury,  Dorand  of  Derby,  and  Wheeler  of  Stratford,  were  chosen 
by  the  general  court  to  accompany  the  expedition,  as  medical 
attendants.     Soon  afterwards  four  regiments  of  the  American 
colonies  were  sent  to  co-operate  with  the  English,  in  a  military 
excursion  against  the  Spanish  West  Indies,  and  Dr.  Tudor  of 
East  Windsor,  was  one  of  the  physicians  who  attended  that  ill- 
fated  expedition.     For  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  inva- 
sion of  Cuba,  an  hundred  years  ago,  was  not  more  successful 
than  in  our  own  day.     The  Spanish  forces  offered  but  weak 
resistance,  but  the  fatal  climate  of  the  Havanna  was  irresistible, 
and  the  English  forces,  with  their  colonial  allies,  were  compelled 
to  retreat  from  the  pestilence  which  walked  in  darkness.     Of 
course,  in  this  expedition,  there  was  great  call  for  medical  skill, 
and  a  good  opportunity  for  its  display.     That  Dr.  Tudor  was 
abundantly  employed,  and  that  his  services  were  duly  apprecia- 
ted, no  one  will  question  who  knew  the  character  of  the  man. 
He  returned  with  the  expedition  to  England,  where  he  acquired 
knowledge  and  dispensed  it  as  an  hospital  surgeon,  and  at  the 
end  of  ten  years  was  permitted  to  retire  with  thafmost  satisfac- 
tory of  all  testimonials — half-pay  for  life.     He  left  England 
when  he  was  34  years  old,  and  died  at  East  Windsor  in  March, 
-18S^,  at  the  age  of  93 — shaving  enjoyed  the  pension  of  the 
British  government  about  60  years.    In  the  meantime,  he  pur- 
sued the  practice  of  his  profession  at  East  Windsor,  where  he 
spent  a  long  life  of  useful  labor,  respected  by  his  brethren,  hon- 
ored and  loved  by  his  patients.    Dr.  Tudor  was  an  earnest 
friend  of  this  society  when  it  was  first  established,  and  for  many 
years  an  active  member  of  the  same. 

In  the  year  1755,  another  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  the 
colony  to  resist  the  aggressions  of  the  French.     The  medical 
men  who  were  appointed  to  attend  that  expedition,  were : 
Timothy  Collins  of  Litchfield, 
Jonathan  Marsh  of  Norwich, 
Sam'l  Ely  of  Durham. 
The  army  to  which  these  were  attached  was  sent  against 
Crown  Point.  Each  surgeon  was  to  be  furnished  with  a  complete 
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set  of  instruments,  and  a  box  of  medicines,  at  the  charge  of 
colony,  and  each  was  to  receive  £7  per  month  for  his  servi 

Timothy  Collins,  a  native  of  Guilford,  and  graduated  at  1 
College,  was  the  first  settled  pastor  of  Litchfield,  where  he 
formed  the  duties  of  the  Christian  ministry  for  thirty  ye 
In  1752  he  was  released  from  his  pastoral  charge — appoii 
justice  of  peace,  and  devoted  his  energies  to  the  practice 
physic.  In  certain  departments  of  the  profession,  his  wife 
already  acquied  distinction.  In  a  few  years  Dr.  Collins  re 
quished  his  station  in  the  army  on  account  of  ill  health,  bu 
the  French  war  continued.  Dr.  Elisha  Lord  was  chosen  surg 
and  director  of  the  hospital  stores,  and  Philip  Turner  of  ]> 
wich,  surgeon's  mate.  The  troops  were  under  the  commani 
Gen.  Lyman,  and  their  destiny  was  Crown  Point,  and  hen 
may  be  well  to  observe  that  several  physicians  entered  the  i 
itary  service  of  the  colony  in  the  interval  of  time  which 
tended  from  the  year  1746  to  1766,  but  generally  for  st 
periods,  and  without  designing  to  relinquish  the  practice 
which  they  had  been  accustomed.  Some  of  the  younger  m< 
bers  of  our  profession,  remained  longer  in  the  service,  i 
gained  great  distinction.  Dr.  Waldo  of  Pomfret,  returned  fr 
his  military  campaign  to  sustain  the  position  of  the  most  e 
nent  surgeon  of  his  district. 

Philip  Turner  became  popular  as  assistant  surgeon  in 
French  war,  and  was  surgeon  general  of  the  Northern  Sta 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution.    One  of  our  former  pr< 
dents.  Dr.  Watrous  of  Colchester,  entered  early  in  life  upon 
same  service,  and  at  the  end  of  his  military  career,  returned 
the  sphere  of  his  professional  duties,  where  he  ranked  with  i 
most  useful  and  most  esteemed  physicians  of  the  State.    It  I 
generally  been  thought  that  these  military  campaigns,  gave 
impulse  to  the  progress  of  medical  learning  in  the  colony,  a 
that  the  men  who  were  thus  brought  together,  each  commu 
cated  and  each  gained  some  share  of  professional  knowledj 
They  certainly  were  more  social  in  their  habits,  and  more  g( 
tlemanly  in  their  deportment,  but  the  good  cause  of  temperan 
and  morality  must  have  sufifered  from  their  example. 

In  April,  1775,  our  ancestors  were  in  the  midst  of  the  exci 
ment  of  the  approaching  revolution.     Five  regiments  we 
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organized  by  the  colonial  government  for  the  purpose  of  resist- 
ing the  agressions  of  the  mother  country.  The  following 
physicians  were  appointed  to  serve  in  the  several  regiments  : — 
Ist  Reg. — Jared  Potter,  surgeon. 

"  Levi  Ives,  Isaac  Chalker,  surgeon's  mates. 

2d  Rbo. — Wm.  Jepson,  surgeon. 

**  Daniel  Southmayd,  John  R.  Watrous,  sur.  mates. 

8d  Rbg. — ^John  Spalding,  surgeon. 

**  Samuel  Cheeney,  Elijah  Adams,  sur.  mates. 

4th  Reg. — Sam'l  Wheeler,  surgeon. 

"  Danl  Sheldon,  Abel  Catlin,  sur.  mates. 

5th  Reg. — John  Wood,  sui^eon. 
'*  Asel  Fitch,  Sam'l  Whiting,  sur.  mates. 

The  medical  gentlemen  thus  suddenly  called  to  the  service 
of  the  colony,  were  many  of  them  devoted  to  the  arduous  duties 
of  private  practice,  and  could  not  well  be  spared  by  their  pa- 
tients, or  leave  their  homes.  They  were  of  necessity  obliged 
to  decline  the  proffered  honors  of  the  Legislature,  and  a  neces- 
sity arose  for  making  other  appointments.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  General  Assembly  adopted  the  suggestions  of 
the  physicians  of  Norwich,  and  elected  a  committee  of  medical 
examiners,  which  extended  to  every  section  of  the  State,  and 
embraced  several  names  of  distinction. 

The  committee  consisted  of  the  following  members  of  the 
medical  profession : 

Alexander  Wolcott,  Piatt  Townsend, 

John  Dickinson,  Amos  Mead, 

John  Watrous,  James  Cc^gswell, 

Eneas  Monson,  John  Clark, 

Leverett  Hubbard,  Elisha  Lord, 

Elisha  Tracy,  Sam'l  Lee, 

Elias  Carrington,  Ruben  Smith, 

Benjamin  Gale,  Elisha  Sill, 

Eleazer  Mather,  Seth  Bird, 

And  it  was  resolved  that  these  or  any  three  of  them,  be  ap- 
pointed to  examine  such  persons  within  this  State  as  may  offer 
themselves  to  serve  as  surgeons  and  surgeon's  mates  in  the  con- 
tinental army,  and  upon  full  evidence  of  proper  and  sufficient 
qualiCksations  to  give  certificates  accordingly. 
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The  first  M.  D.  granted  by  Yale  College,  was  conferred  on 
Daniel  Turner  in  the  year  1720,  rather  as  a  compliment  for  his 
liberality  to  the  college,  than  as  an  indication  of  distinguished 
merit. 

The  question  is  said  to  have  been  asked,  **  what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  M.  D.  ?'*  and  the  witty  reply  of  the  collegian,  **  Multam 
Donavit,"  was  at  that  time  perfectly  satisfactory. 

MEDICAL    SOCIETIES. 

I  wish  next  to  refer  you  to  the  early  medical  societies  of 
Connecticut. 

In  the  year  1762,  the  physicians  of  Norwich,  many  of  whom 
were  distinguished  men,  applied  to  the  Colonial  Legislature  for 
the  charter  of  a  medical  society.  Their  memorial  contained 
suggestions  of  practical  value,  and  was  well  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  general  interests  of  the  colony  and  the  welfare  of  the 
medical  profession. 

To  the  Honorable  Oen.  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut : 
The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  physicians  in  said  colony, 
humbly  sheweth,  that  whereas  life  is  the  most  desirable  of  all 
sublunary  enjoyments,  and  health  so  invaluable  a  blessing  that 
without  it  some  degree  of  life  is  little  worth,  and  that  the  pro- 
moting medical  knowledge  among  physicians  is  the  necessary 
and  direct  means  to  restore  health,  and  even  preserve  life,  and 
is  of  great  importance,  as  it  will  render  the  practice  of  physic 
more  safe  and  serviceable  to  the  patient,  and  at  the  same  time 
yield  more  satisfaction  to  the  profession.  And  whereas  more 
than  one  hundred  years  have  already  passed  away  since  the 
planting  of  this  colony,  and  nothing  has  been  done  publicly  to 
distinguish  between  the  honest  and  ingenious  physician  and  the 
quack  or  empyrical  pretender ;  by  reason  of  which  imposture 
has  been  but  too  commonly  practiced  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
people  as  well  as  to  the  disparagement  of  the  profession. 

We,  your  memorialists,  therefore  humbly  pray  your  honors 
to  take  the  matter  under  your  wise  consideration,  and  enact 
that  the  physicians  in  each  county  of  this  colony,  for  their 
mutual  edification  and  instruction*  have  liberty  to  meet  to- 
gether at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall  appoint,  once  in 
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three  months,  and  at  the  first  of  snch  their  meetings,  choose  a 
committee  of  three  approved  physicians,  to  continue  for  the* 
space  of  one  year,  and  annually  to  be  chosen ;  such  committee, 
for  the  time  being,  to  have  full  power  to  examine,  and  if  found 
duly  qualified,  to  approve  such  candidates  for  the  practice,  as 
shall  ofier  themselves  for  examination — and  if  any  person  oflbr* 
ing  himself  shall  be  adjudged  not  qualified,  and  so  not  approved 
by  the  committee,  he  may  apply  himself  to  any  quarterly  meet- 
ing in  the  same  county,  and  be  there  examined,  and  be  deter« 
mined  by  such  meeting,  and  approved  if  they  think  fit,  by  proper 
certificate.  And  that  for  the  future  no  person  or  persons  that 
are  not  already  deemed  physicians,  who  shall  pretend  to  practice 
without  such  iq)probation  and  certificate,  shall  be  allowed  to 
bring  or  maintain  an  action  to  recover  any  debt,  demand  or 
other  thing,  for  any  service  he  shall  pretend  to  have  done  or 
presumed,  as  a  physician,  or  otherwise  enact,  and  order  some 
proper  regulations  for  the  practice  of  physic,  as  your  wisdom 
should  have  thought  most  proper." 
Norwich,  27th  Sept.,  1708. 

SIONBD. 

Theophilus  Rogers,  Joseph  Perkins, 

Joshua  Downer,  Philip  Tume**, 

Cyrel  Carpenter,  Elisha  Tracy, 

Obidiah  Kingsbury,  Moses  Morriss, 

Ebenezer  Robinson,  John  Barker,  * 

Elisha  Lord. 

''In  the  Lower  House  the  question  was  put  whether  any 
thing  should  be  granted  on  4his  memorial,  and  passed  in  the 
negative." 

Dr.  Lord  had  been  previously  appointed  surgeon  of  the  forces 
raised  in  the  colony  to  repel  the  encroachments  of  the  French. 

Philip  Turner,  an  assistant  surgeon  of  the  same  corps,  had 
just  returned  firom  the  military  service,  to  Norwich.  He  was 
when  he  signed  the  above  memorial  22  years  old,  and  soon 
afterwards  married  the  daughter  of  his  preceptor.  Dr.  Elisha 
Tracy.  His  handsome  person  and  pleasing  address  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  English  surgeons ;  he  witnessed  and  per- 
formed many  important  operations,  and  was  fast  rising  to  the 
eminent  position  which  be  subsequently  reached. 
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'  Dr.  Tracy,  whose  name  is  found  on  the  same  memorial, 
an  eminent  classical  scholar  and  a  practical  physician,  ^ 
was  distinguished  for  his  moral  and  social  virtues. 

Dr.  Downer  lived  at  Preston  City,  which  was  formerly  ] 
of  Norwich,  and  was  much  respected  for  his  practical  s 
His  son,  probably  educated  under  the  superintendence  of  a  v 
thy  parent,  is  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  State  soci 
He  was  examined  by  the  committee  of  the  New  London  m< 
cal  society,  and  received  from  them  a  license  to  practice,  a  si 
time  before  the  Connecticut  medical  society  was  incorpora 

Another  name  attached  to  the  same  memorial  deserves 
passing  attention.  Theophilus  Rogers  was  the  son  of  an  £ 
lish  physician,  who,  leaving  part  of  his  family  in  England,  cf 
to  Norwich  with  his  son,  then  a  young  lad,  whom  he  educa 
and  trained  for  the  duties  of  his  own  profession.  To  kno\i 
what  estimation  Dr.  Rogers  was  held,  it  may  not  be  necess 
to  say  he  was  first  on  this  catalogue  of  petitioners.  Our  o 
society  has  been  honored  by  the  professional  excellence  of  s 
eral  members  of  the  same  family ;  among  whom,  last,  but 
least,  is  Dr.  Benjamin  Rogers  of  Hartford. 

Dr.  Joseph  Perkins  was  at  that  time  a  prominent  physic 
in  the  colony.  He  was  at  the  time  of  signing  the  memorial 
years  old ;  had  received  a  liberal  education;  possessed  brilli 
talents ;  was  ardent  in  the  pursuit  of  professional  knowled 
afid  distinguished  for  his  charity  and  benevolence. 

Drs.  Barker  and  Kingsbury,  whose  names  are  on  the  sa 
paper,  were  respected  physicians  in  the  neighboring  town 
Franklin,  both  esteemed  as  honorable  members  of  the  pro! 
sion,  and  both  leaving  a  cherished  memory  behind  them. 

It  is  singular  that  a  memorial  embracing  such  reasona 
su^estions,  and  such  respectable  signatures,  was  not  sanctioi 
by  the  Legislature.  The  plan  was  admirably  suited  to  i 
wants  of  the  public  and  of  the  profession,  and,  though  not  \ 
proved  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Lower  House,  it  was  immediate 
adopted  by  the  physicians  of  New  London  county,  and  becai 
the  basis  of  the  first  medical  society  in  Connecticut. 

Dr.  Lord  soon  afterwards  removed  to  Pomfret,  where, 
concert  with  Dr.  Albigence  Waldo  and  other  respectable  pti 
sicians,  a  medical  society  was  established  in  Windham  couni 
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Bat  of  that  society — its  organization — its  members — the  objects 
for  which  it  was  established — and  the  means  by  which  these 
objects  were  to  be  obtained,  I  have  discovered  nothing  beyond 
the  bare  fact  of  its  existence. 

About  the  year  1765,  a  medical  society  was  established  in 
latchfield  county.  The  difiiision  of  medical  knowledge,  and 
the  improvement  of  medical  skill  by  friendly  communication  of 
physicians  with  each  other,  were  the  objects  aimed  at,  and  a 
consideration  of  this  importance  induced  a  number  of  gentlemen 
of  Litchfield  county  to  form  themselves  into  a  medical  society. 
The  following  extract  from  cotemporary  history,  refers  to  the 
same  subject : 

"  Though  Litchfield  is  the  youngest  county  in  Connecticut,  yet 
in  1766  it  set  an  example  to  the  rest  worthy  of  imitation.  The 
province  had  always  been  greatly  pestered  by  a  generation  of 
men  called  quacks,  who,  with  a  few  Indian  nostrums,  a  lancet, 
a  glister  pipe,  rhubarb,  treacle  water  mixed  with  Roman  bom- 
bast of  vena  cava  and  vena  porta,  attacked  fevers,  nervous  dis- 
orders, and  broken  bones,  and  by  the  grace  of  perseverance, 
subdued  nature,  and  helped  their  patients  to  a  passage  to  the 
world  of  spirits  before  they  were  ready.  The  surgeons  and 
physicians  who  were  not  quacks,  formed  themselves  into  a 
society  for  the  encouragement  of  literature,  and  a  regular  and 
wholesome  practice.  But  their  laudable  endeavors  were  dis- 
countenanced by  the  Greneral  Assembly,  who  refused  to  comply 
with  their  solicitation  for  a  charter ;  because  the  quacks  and 
the  peoj^e  said  **  If  the  charter  were  granted,  the  learned  men 
would  become  too  rich  by  a  monopoly,  as  they  had  in  England." 
The  answer  to  this  objection,  was, "  Would  it  not  be  better  to 
permit  a  monopoly  to  preserve  the  health  and  lives  of  the  peo- 
ple»  than  to  sufifer  quacks  to  kill  them  and  ruin  the  province  ?" 

To  the  venerable  Dr.  Buel  of  Litchfield,  I  am  indebted  for  a 
communication  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract : — 

**  One  of  the  earliest  medical  events  of  my  recoUection,  was 
attending  a  meeting  of  the  medical  society  at  North  Canaan,  in 
the  year  1789.  I  attended  as  a  spectator^  having  not  long  be- 
fore located  myself  in  Sheffield,  Mass.,  as  a  practitioner  of 
medicine.  How  this  .was  constituted  I  cannot  tell,  I  should 
think  it  might  have  been  a  county  society,  but  from  the  cir- 
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cumstance.  which  I  distinctly  recollect,  that  Dr.  Potter  of  I 

field  county,  was  its  presiding  officer,  and  manifested  in  a  fee 

manner  the  great  interest  he  had  taken  in  the  prosperity  of 

institution."    It  should  be  remembered  that  the  society 

formed  for  the  improvement  of  its  members,  by  friendly  com 

nication — that  Dr.  Potter  lived  in  New  Fairfield,  whicl 

symmetry  had  been  regarded,  would  have  been  attache< 

Litchfield  county — ^that  he  was  a  member  of  the  society, 

manifested  great  interest  in  the  social  gatherings  of  his  pre 

sion.     He  was,  moreover,  admirably  qualified  to  preside  at  s 

reunions  of  the  medical  faculty,  himself  enjoying  and  difTui 

pleasure  to  others.     Other  traces  of  the  Litchfield  society  c 

be  discovered  in  the  personal  history  of  its  members.     The . 

Dr.  Benjamin  Welch  of  Norfolk,  commenced  the  practice 

medicine  a  few  years  before  the  State  Medical  Society  was 

corporated,  "  but,"  says  his  biographer,  "  he  was  examined  i 

licensed  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Litchfield  county  medi 

society."    Dr.  Welch  was  for  a  long  time  the  principal  ph^ 

cian  of  Norfolk,  where  he  was  highly  and  justly  esteemed,  f 

about  thirty  years  since,  he  was  a  memberof  our  State  Legi$ 

ture,  a  patriarch  in  appearance,  and  truly  a  patriarch  in  char 

ter.    His  children  were  trained  in  their  father's  footsteps,  f 

five  of  them  live  to  do  honor  to  our  profession,  and  to  the  ju 

cious  nurture  in  which  they  were  trained.    One  of  them  i 

member  of  our  State  Senate ;  and  probably  occupies  the  sa: 

position,  which,  thirty  years  ago,  was  assigned  to  his  fath< 

another  holds  the  same  honorable  position  in  the  Legislati 

of  Massachusetts — ^if  they  pursue  the  same  path  of  wisdc 

they  will  be  justly  entitled  to  rank  with  their  respected  pare 

among  the  honorable  members  of  our  profession. 

Among  the  distinguished  members  of  the  Litchfield  Coud 
Society,  Dr.  Daniel  Sheldon  occupied  a  prominent  positic 
In  early  life  he  was  attacked  by  a  severe  pulmonary  afiectic 
but  he  persevered  in  his  professional  labors  until  his  health  w 
entirely  restored.  His  own  illness  probably  led  him  to  a  mo 
minute  investigation  of  pulmonary  complaints,  and  laid  tl 
foundation  of  that  wide-spread  fame  which  he  acquired  by  I 
great  success  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis.  I  have  been  to 
Dr.  Sheldon  imputed  his  own  recovery  mainly  to  horsebac 
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exercise.  He  was  in  old  age  a  perfect  gentleman — cheerful  in 
temper,  active  in  habits,  and  a  great  favorite  among  his  profes- 
sional brethren. 

Another  member  of  the  same  society  was  Dr.  Lemuel  Hopkins. 
He  was  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  and  subsequently  of  Dr. 
Bird  of  Litchfield,  and  although  he  became  eminent  as  a  physi- 
cian, he  was  neither  contaminated  by  the  speculations  of  one 
master  or  debased  by  the  vicious  habits  of  the  other.  In  1784 
he  removed  to  Hartford,  and  was  held  in  high  estimation ;  a 
wit  among  the  poets,  and  a  poet  among  the  wits  of  the  day ; 
social  in  his  habits — plain  in  his  dress — ^and  generally  beloved 
by  all  who  were  his  patients  or  his  associates.  He  died  in  the 
year  1804,  aged  54 — ^and  many  persons  now  living  remember 
him  well,  and  speak  of  him  with  great  respect ;  but  although 
he  died  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  he  is  uniformly  referred 
to  as  "  old  Dr.  Hopkins." 

There  was  another  member  of  the  same  society  who  richly 
deserves  our  passing  notice.  Dr.  Samuel  Woodward  of  Tor- 
ringford,  was  extensively  known  and  respected  as  a  physician. 
He  was  a  man  of  vigorous  constitution,  active  habits,  and  re* 
spectable  acquirements.  Like  the  other  physicians  of  Litch- 
field county,  he  was  frequently  engaged  in  public  life,  and  is 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  profession  for  the  manner  in 
which  his  children  were  educated  for  usefulness.  His  eldest 
son  was,  thirty  years  ago,  an  active  and  useful  member  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society^  whose  spirited  exertions  in  estab- 
lishing the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  led  to  his  transfer  to  the 
Worcester  Asylum,  where  he  established  a  claim  to  the  high 
rank  which  had  been  assigned  him  by  his  early  associates- 
His  brother  Henry  lived  and  died  at  Middletown,  greatly  re- 
spected as  a  physician,  and  ardently  beloved  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends.  He  died  in  early  life,  and  only  one  remains  to  re- 
mind us  of  the  excellent  family  of  Dr.  Woodward  of  Torring 
ford.  I  ought  perhaps  to  say,  that  the  three  brothers  to  whom 
I  have  referred,  were  at  difierent  periods  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  the  Connecticut  Legislature. 

There  is  only  one  fact  more,  to  which  I  will  at  this  time  refer, 
in  connection  with  the  Litchfield  County  Society.  On  the  last 
day  of  February,  1780,  its  members  assembled  at  Sharon,  and 
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Dr.  James  Potter  was  the  orator  of  the  day,  and  the  subject 
was  "  the  rise  and  progress  of  physic  in  America."  The  style  of 
his  address  was  in  accordance  with  the  4th  of  July  orations  of 
that  early  period,  and  indicates  the  taste  and  talents  of  the 
writer,  and  temper  of  his  audience.  "The  great  Parent  of 
mankind — ^the  beneficent  Founder  of  the  universe — the  infinitely 
indulgent  and  all  glorious  Benefactor  of  the  intellectual  economy, 
out  of  the  overflowing  of  his  exuberant  and  divine  goodness  hath 
been  pleased  again  to  bring  this  society  together."  In  the  progress 
of  his  address  the  doctor  alludes  to  the  languor  and  prostration 
of  spirits,  and  to  his  not  being  accustomed  to  public  speaking — 
"  the  rules  of  my  rhetoric  having  been  deduced  from  the  con- 
versation of  nurses,  and  the  oratory  of  my  life  the  groans  of  the 
sick,"  were  his  apology  for  what  he  termed  his  "  unoratorical 
composition." 

The  medical  society  of  New  Haven  was  formed  in  the  year 
1784.  The  following  account  of  its  first  organization  is  derived 
from  its  own  records : — ''  We,  the  medical  practitioners  of  the 
county  of  New  Haven,  convened  in  consequence  of  an  invita- 
tion in  the  Connecticut  Journal,  from  the  faculty  of  the  town 
of  New  Haven,  on  this  5th  day  of  January,  1784;  having 
made  choice  of  Col.  Leverett  Hubbard,  chairman,  and  Dr.  Samuel 
Darling,  secretary,  do  resolve  ourselves  into  a  society,  to  be 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Medical  Society  of  New 
Haven  County,  pledging  our  honor  to  each  other  for  the  strict 
observance  of  all  such  regulations  as  may  be  adopted  by  the 
majority  of  said  society,  formed  for  the  following  purposes,  viz : 

"  1st.  To  lay  a  proper  foundation  for  that  unanimity  and 
friendship  which  are  essential  to  the  dignity  and  usefulness  of 
the  profession. 

"  2nd.  To  make  accurate  observations  on  the  air,  seasons 
climates,  and  the  various  diseases  incident  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county ;  with  the  mode  of  treatment  and  event  in  all  sim- 
ilar cases. 

"  8d.  For  the  communication  of  any  discoveries  in  physic 
surgery,  botany  or  chemistry. 

.  ''4th.  For  the  purpose  of  correspondence  with  the  several  med- 
ical societies  in  this  and  the  neighboring  states,  and  in  Europe. 

"  5th.  For  uniting  with  the  several  medical  societies  in  this 
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and  the  adjacent  states,  and  to  make  application  to  the  Legis- 
lature,  praying  them  to  adopt  such  measures  for  the  future  reg- 
ulation of  our  salutary  art,  as  shall  efiectually  support  merit,  and 
discountenance  ignorance  and  presumption. 

"  Voted,  That  Messrs.  Leverett  Hubbard,  Eneas  Monson, 
Jared  Potter,  Ebenezer  Beardsley,  Samuel  Mather  and  Samuel 
Darling,  be  a  committee  to  form  further  regulations  to  be  laid 
before  the  next  meeting." 

At  a  subsequent  meeting,  that  committee  reported.  The 
following  is  an  abstract  of  the  report,  which  was  adopted : 

**  1.  The  time  of  meeting,  once  in  three  months. 

**  2.  That  in  all  cases  where  counsel  is  requisite,  we  will  be 
ready  to  assist  each  other  in  consultation  without  reserve. 

"3.  That  if  any  physician  or  surgeon,  residing  within  this 
county,  shall  neglect  or  refuse,  after  six  months,  to  become  a 
member  of  this  society,  the  members  will  utterly  refuse  to  have 
any  connection  with  him  as  a  practitioner,  unless  he  can  give  a 
satisfactory  reason  for  his  neglect  to  the  society. 

"4.  Every  person  who  had  been  in  practice  less  than  a  year, 
must  submit  to  an  examination  before  admission  to  the  society. 

*'  5.  The  committee  of  correspondence  to  be  a  committee  of 
examination.  A  certificate  of  examination,  when  presented, 
shall  entitle  to  membership  of  the  society. 

**  6.  Provided  for  the  officers — ^president,  vice  president,  sec- 
retary, etc." 

In  May,  1791,  the  members  of  this  society  applied  to  the 
General  Assembly  for  an  act  of  incorporation.  **  Your  honors' 
petitioners  do  not  presume  to  ask  for  any  powers,  privileges, 
exemptions  or  immunities,  but  they  humbly  pray  that  your 
honors  will  take  their  case  into  your  wise  consideration,  and 
decree  that  your  petitioners  shall  be  formed  into  a  body  corpo- 
rate and  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  Medical  Society  of  New 
Haven,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  preserving  a  collection 
of  useful  papers  relative  to  the  practice  of  medicine." 

This  humble  prayer  was  presented  to  the  General  Assembly 
in  May,  1791,  and  granted  in  the  lower  house,  with  liberty  to 
bring  in  a  bill — but  the  council  of  that  day  were  opposed  to  all 
hasty  legislation,  and  referred  the  subject  to  the  General  As* 
sembly  which  was  to  be  holden  at  New  Haven  in  October. 

8 


The  signatures  to  this  petition  are  worthy  of  our  passing 
notice.    I  have  transcribed  them  in  the  order  which  appears 
in  the  records  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
^neas  Monson,      Levi  Ives,  Jared  Potter, 

James  Potter,  Theodore  Wads  worth,  John  Spalding, 

Sam'l  Mather,         Amzi  Hull,  Horace  Beardsley, 

iEneas  Monson,  jr.,  Elnathan  Beach, 

The  more  prominent  members  of  the  New  Haven  Medical 
Society,  were  Dr.  Hubbard,  Dr.  Monson,  Drs.  James  and  Jared 
Potter,  and  Drs.  Ebenezer  Beardsley.  For  a  sketch  of  the 
character  of  the  two  first,  I  am  indebted  tb  the  kindness  of  Dr. 
Ives.  "  Dr.  Leverett  Hubbard,  commonly  called  Col.  Hubbard^ 
was  prompt,  bold  and  efficient  in  his  practice,  prepossessing  in 
address,  and  cheerful  in  his  disposition.  He  was  the  son  of 
Judge  Hubbard,  who  was  also  an  able  physician,  much  re- 
spected and  beloved  by  the  colonists  of  Connecticut,  and  a  man 
of  strict  integrity  and  great  decision  of  character.  Col.  Hubbard 
was  of  medium  size,  formed  for  activity,  and  capable  of  great 
endurance  of  labor.  His  connections  and  friends  gave  him 
great  influence  in  society,  and  for  many  years  the  almost  abso^ 
lute  control  of  the  practice  in  this  county,  and  to  a  considerable 
extent  in  the  adjacent  ones.  Such  power  would  tempt  him  at 
times  to  be  overbearing,  of  which  he  was  accused — yet  proba- 
bly he  was  less  so  than  most  physicians.  As  an  apology  for 
those  physicians  who  manifested  this  spirit,  it  may  be  said  that 
it  was  the  fashion  of  the  times.  It  was  not  unusual  at  this 
period,  for  such  men  as  Elliot,  Gale,  Bird,  and  Hurlburt, 
when  called  to  prescribe  for  the  patient  of  another  physician, 
on  their  first  introduction,  to  sweep  from  the  table  into  the  fire- 
place all  the  medicines  of  his  brother  practitioner,  and  then^ 
like  Paracelsus,  magnify  his  own  powers  as  supernatural.  Dr. 
Hubbard  died  at  the  age  of  72,  in  the  year  1794,  in  the  city  of 
Hartford,  whither  he  had  gone  on  account  of  ill  health. " 

"Dr.  ^neas  Monson  was^bom  the  24th  of  June,  1734.  His 
father,  Benjamin  Monson,  who  was  a  respectable  mechanic, 
was\  man  of  'wit  and  frequently  taught  school.  Dr.  Monson 
graduated  at  Yale  College  at  the  age  of  19,  in  the  year  1753 — 
he  was  a  serious,  sober  and  pious  man,  notwithstanding  his 
peculiar  talent  for  wit — he  rarely  laughed,  and  from  his  appear- 
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ance  and  the  expression  of  his  face,  a  stranger  would  think  him 
austere — ^his  first  profession  was  that  of  divinity,  which  the  fail- 
ure of  his  health  obliged  him  to  leave,  as  close  application  to 
study,  and  the  want  of  exercise,  produced  dyspepsia  and  hypo- 
chondria. Dr.  Monson  was  the  second  president  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  and  was  repeatedly  chosen  to  fill  that  honora- 
ble station.  In  the  year  1813,  he  was  appointed  by  the  corpo- 
ration of  Yale  College,  Professor  of  Materia  M^ica,  in  the 
medical  department  of  that  institution,  but  though  he  accepted 
the  appointment,  on  account  of  his  advanced  age,  being  over 
70  years  old,  he  never  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 
If  natural  abilities,  varied  information,  great  industry,  a  ready 
pen,  caustic  and  yet  kindly  humor,  professional  knowledge  ac- 
quired under  great  difficulties,  and  dispensed  with  unbounded 
generosity,  a  probity  that  never  wavered,  and  a  benevolence  that 
knew  no  limits,  constitute  the  features  of  a  character  to  be  ad- 
mired as  well  as  loved — ^admiration  and  love  are  justly  due  to 
the  memory  of  Dr.  Monson." 

^  Through  his  long  career  of  almost  a  century,  when  he  had 
lived  until  no  one  remaining  in  his  native  city,  had  survived  so 
long,  be  found  religion  the  staflT  of  his  age,  as  it  had  been  the 
guide  of  his  youth.  His  habitual  trust  in  God  through  Christ, 
brightened  as  he  advanced  into  the  full  glow  of  assured  hope« 
and  although  his  last  days  were  distressed  by  bodily  suffering, 
his  sun  set  with  uncloude4  splendor,  the  cheering  harbinger  of 
a  glorious  morning.     He  died  June  16th,  1626." 

Dr.  James  Potter  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  New 
Haven  Medical  Society.  When  the  Litchfield  County  Society 
met  at  North  Canaan,  he  was  there  tod  took  an  active  part  in 
its  proceedings ;  and  when  the  physicians  of  New  Haven  county 
were  assembled  for  professional  improvement,  he  was  there  also; 
he  took  an  active  part  in  the  measures  which  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  and  was 
chosen  its  president  after  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Monson.  Dr. 
Potter  was  a  social  member  of  the  profession — frequently  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature — he  was  also  an  eminent 
practitioner  on  the  western  borders  of  the  State. 

Jared  Potter  resided  at  Wallingford,  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  physicians  in  the  State,  and  the  teacher  from 
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whom  many  eminent  members  of  our  profession  received  in- 
struction. He  was  a  speculating  theologian,  and  his  specula- 
tions were  of  an  infidel  character ;  and  it  is  said  that  his  pupils, 
whatever  progress  they  made  in  medical  studies,  generally  left 
Dr.  Potter's  office  with  minds  tinged  with  skeptical  notions. 
In  1775  he  wa3  chosen  surgeon  of  the  first  regiment  of  Connec- 
ticut forces,  from  whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  was  dis- 
tinguished as  a  surgeon  as  well  as  physician.  His  memory  at 
this  time  is  more  associated  with  one  of  his  own  favorite  reme- 
dies. Potter's  powder  has  been  for  fifty  years  a  popular  remedy 
with  the  physicians  of  Connecticut,  but  as  employed  in  former 
days,  it  contained  charcoal  as  well  as  the  three  other  ingredients 
—camphor,  ammonia,  and  chalk.  By  this  combination  he  ac- 
quired the  same  reputation  which  adheres,  all  the  world  over,  to 
the  combination  of  Dr.  Dover. 

Of  Dr.  Ebenezer  Beardsley,  I  have  learned  that  he  removed 
from  Waterbury  to  New  Haven,  where  he  established  an 
apothecary's  shop,  and  that  he  soon  afterwards  became  one  of 
the  most  popular  physicians  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Monson  was  pleased  to  relate  that  having  conducted  a 
case  of  pulmonary  disease  to  a  favorable  result,  the  nurse  came 
to  him  with  her  congratulations — "  You  and  I,  with  the  help  of 
Divine  Providence,  have  done  as  well  as  Dr.  Beardsley." 

Dr.  Todd,  our  former  associate,  once  the  president  of  this 
society,  and  for  many  years  the  eminent  superintendent  of  the 
Retreat  for  the  Insane,  was  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Beardsley. 

STATE .  MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

At  length,  the  Greneral  Assembly  became  satisfied  of  the  im- 
portance of  establishing  a  State  Medical  Society,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  subserve  the  interest  of  the  healing  art 
and  be  productive  of  general  utility. 

They  at  last  discovered  that  well  regulated  medical  so- 
cieties have  been  found  to  contribute  to  the  dififusion  of 
true  science,  and  particularly  the  knowledge  of  the  healing  art : 
Therefore 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Grovemor  and  Councily  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled.  That  there  be  a 
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Medical  Society  formed  within  this  State  to  consist  of  the  fol- 
lowing persons,  viz : 

James  Potter,  New  Fairfield,     Daniel  Sheldon,  Litchfield, 
Leyerett  Hubbard,  New  Haven,  Phineas  Miller,  Norwalk, 
Charles  Phelps,  Stonington,       James  Scovill, 
Joshua  Porter,  Salisbury,  Sam'l  Woodward,  Torringford, 

Amos  Mead,  Fairfield  Co.,  Ichabod  Warner,  Bolton, 
Cha's  Mather,  E.  Windsor,  Jeremiah  West,  Tolland, 
Josiah  Hart,  Berlin,  David  Sutton,  Hebron, 

Elihu  Tudor,  £.  Windsor,         Elisha  Lord,  Pomfret, 
Timothy  Rogers,  John  Osborne,  Middletown, 

Joseph  Baker,  Brooklyn,  Asa  Hamilton,  Somers, 

John  R.  Watrous,  Colchester,    Theophilus  Rogers,  Norwich, 
8eth  Bird,  Litchfield,  Lemuel  Hopkins,  Hartford, 

Miner  Grant,  Stafford,  Philemon  Tracy,  Norwich, 

Simon  Woolcott,  New  London^  Mason  F.  Coggswell,  Hartford, 
Eliakim  Fish,  Hartford,  Thaddeus  Betts,  Norwalk, 

Saml  Flagg,  E.  Hartford,  Thomas  Coit,  New  London, 

^neas  Monson,  New  Haven,    Joshua  Downer,  Preston, 
Jared  Potter,  Wallingford,         Elnatban  Beach,  N.  Haven  Co., 
John  Lester,  Fairfield  Co.,         John  Turner,  Norwich, 
David  Rogers,  Fairfield  Co.,      John  Spalding,  New  Haven, 
Philip  Turner,  Norwich,  Levi  Ives,  New  Haven, 

Elisha  Perkins,  Plainfield,  James  Clarke,  Fairfield  Co., 

Isaac  Knight,  Plainfield,  Albigence  Waldo,  Pomfret, 

John  Clark,  Lebanon, 
who  shall  have  liberty  to  meet  together  in  their  respective 
counties  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  September,  and  when  so 
met  shall  have  authority  to  determine  the  qualifications  and  ad- 
mission of  their  own  members,  and  to  make  choice  of  a  chair- 
man and  clerk  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  such  meeting? — and  the 
meeting  thus  <»-ganized  is  directed  to  choose  by  ballot  from 
amongst  themselves  five  members  from  each  county,  except 
Middlesex  and  Tolland,  and  three  for  each  of  these  counties,  to 
compose  a  convention  of  said  society,  the  members  of  which  are 
hereby  authorized  by  ballot  to  choose  a  president,  vice  president, 
treasurer  and  secretary,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  may 
think  proper,  and  the  convention  thus  formed,  shall  be  known 
by  the  name  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut 
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Medical  Society,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  and  shall  have  full  power  to  make  by-laws  to  promote  the 
ends  of  said  society — may  expel  members  for  any  misdemeanors 
—may  appoint  examining  committees  in  the  several  counties, 
who  shall  examine  such  candidates  as  may  offer  themselves  for 
examination ;  and  license  such  as  shall  be  found  qualified  to 
practice  physic  and  surgery ;  and  receive  them  on  their  desire 
as  members  of  said  society  in  their  respective  counties — ^to 
confer  honorary  degrees  on  such  of  the  faculty  as  they  may 
from  time  to  time  find  of  distinguished  merit ;  and  to  purchase 
and  hold  for  the  benefit  of  said  society,  property  not  exceeding 
16,667  dollars — may  have  a  common  seal,  and  may  sue  and  be 
sued  as  other  bodies  corporate  may,  by  law.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  several  members  of  the  society,  according  to 
their  ability,  to  communicate  useful  information  to  each  other, 
in  their  respective  county  meetings,  and  such  meetings  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  transmit  to  the  convention,  such  curious 
cases  and  observations  as  may  come  to  their  knowledge,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  convention,  to  cause  to  be  published 
such  extraordinary  cases,  and  such  observations  on  the  state  of 
the  air,  and  on  epidemical  and  other  disorders  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

If  found  inadequate  or  inconvenient,  the  Liegislature  provided 
that  the  charter  of  the  medical  society  might  be  amended  or 
repealed.  And  in  a  short  time  this  society  applied  for  an 
amendment.  Each  county  taxed  its  own  members,  appointed 
its  own  treasurer,  and  directed  the  expenditures  of  its  own  funds. 
There  was  nothing  for  the  State  Treasurer  to  do,  and  no 
means  of  acquiring  the  816,667  which,  by  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, he  was  authorized  to  possess  on  behalf  of  the  general 
society.  Its  position  was  embarrassing,  till  by  the  Greneral  As- 
sembly it  was  further  enacted,  that  the  conventions  at  their  an- 
nual meetings  might  levy  a  tax  on  all  the  members  of  the 
society,  which  tax  the  clerks  of  the  several  counties  were  au- 
thorized to  collect.  A  few  years  later,  it  became  necessary  to 
obtain  another  alteration — ^authorizing  the  treasurer  to  collect 
from  the  several  clerks  whatever  sum  they  received  from  the 
members  of  their  several  counties.  The  next  act,  in  addition, 
provides  that  no  person  entering  upon  the  practice  of  physic  or 
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sm^ry  in  this  State,  unless  he  has  been  duly  licensed  by  some 
medical  society  or  college  of  physicians,  shall  take  benefit  of 
laws  for  recovery  of  his  fees.  This  provision  of  the  charter 
caused  some  dissatisfaction,  and  its  repeal  was  urg^atly  de- 
manded, and  finally  granted  a  few  years  since. 

Such  was  the  original  charter  of  this  society.  I  have  tran- 
scribed the  names  of  its  founders  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  their 
memory.  Their  professional  labors  are  ended — not  one  re- 
mains to  tell  us  how  they  strove  to  improve  the  character,  and 
raise  the  standard  of  our  profession — to  dififuse  medical  knowl- 
edge, and  to  resist  the  unblushing  assaults  of  ignorance  and  pre- 
tension. They  are  not  here,  but  we  have  the  comforting 
assurance  that  they  did  not  labor  in  vain;  and  that  the  medical 
skill  of  our  State  has  been  greatly  extended — that  the  mental 
culture  of  our  physicians  is  vastly  more  thorough,  and  that  their 
moral  character  is  essentially  improved  since  the  establishment 
of  this  society.  On  this  occasion  it  may  be  well  to  inquire  it 
we  have  been  faithful  to  our  trust.  Our  charter  requires  that 
we  shall  conmiunicate  useful  information  to  each  other,  and 
provides  for  the  publication  of  such  extraordinary  cases,  and 
such  observations  on  the  state  of  the  air,  and  on  epidemical 
disorders  as  the  convention  shall  think  proper. 


ERRATA. 


Page  4th,  line  21st,  for  Welch  road  Hatch. 
Page  7th,  line  2l8t,  for  Russell  read  Bisscll. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


-♦♦♦■ 


RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  President. 
RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


■^  * » 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Committee  of  Examination* 

RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  ex  officio. 
BENJAMIN  WELCH,  M.  D. 
ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D. 
P.  W.  ELLSWORTH,  M.  D. 
H.  N.  BENNETT,  M.  D. 
J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 

RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D. 
ALVAN  TALCOTT,  M.  D. 
ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D. 
S.  T.  SALISBURY,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  Medical  Institution 

of  Yale  CoUsge. 

JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D. 
E.  H.  BISHOP,  M.  D. 
JUSTIN  HAMMOND,  M.  D. 
R.  M.  FOWLER,  M.  D. 
ROBERT  HUBBARD,  M.  D. 


The  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Con- 
necticut  Medical  Society y  was  held  at  the  Medical  College  in 
New  Haven^  May  12,  1852. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  when  the 
certificates  of  the  election  of  Fellows  were  presented  by  the  Secretary, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  consisting  of  Drs.  A.  Welch,  Talcott, 
l>iirfey,  Preston,  Whitcomb,  Blackman,  Salisbury  and  Jarvis,  who 
reported  the  following  list  of 

FELLOWS. 


HARTFORD  COUNTY. 

Archibald  Welch,  M.  D. 
C.  M.  Brownell,  M.  D. 
M.  W.  Wilson,  M.  D. 
G.  A.  Moody,  M.  D. 
J.  C.  Jackson,  M.  D. 


NEW  HAVEN  COUNTY. 

EH  Ives,  M-  D. 
Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D. 
Isaac  Goodsell,  M.  D. 
Edward  A  Park,  M.  D. 
S.  G.  Hubbard,  M.  D. 


KEW  LONDON  COUNTY. 

W.  Hooker,  M.  D. 
Jno.  D.  Ford,  M-  D. 
♦Albert  Hebron,  M.  D. 
Joseph  Durfey,  M.  D. 
Seth  Smith,  M.  D. 

FAIRFIELD  COUNTY. 

Geo.  Blackman,  M.  D. 
H.  N.  Bennett,  M.  D. 
Robert  Hubbard,  M.  D. 
Justus  Sherwood,  M.  D. 
Samuel  Beach,  M.  D. 


WINDHAM  COUNTY. 

John  Hill,  Jr.,  M-  D. 
Samuel  Hutchins,  M.  D. 
♦Horace  Burgess,  M.  D. 
J.  B.  Whitcomb,  M.  D. 
Joseph  Palmer,  M.  D. 

LITCHFIELD   COUNTY. 

Samuel  T.  Salisbury,  M.  D. 
D.  £.  Bostwick,  M.  D. 
Samuel  Catlin,  Jr.,  M.  D. 
O.  Brown,  M.  D. 
Jno.  H.  Welch,  M.  D. 


TOLLAND  COUNTY. 

Gflbert  H.  Pieston,  M.  D. 
Adonijah  White,  M.  D. 
♦f:.  A  Woodward,  M.  D. 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

George  O.  Jarvis,  M.  D. 
S.  W.  Turner,  M.  D. 
♦Asa  H.  King,  M.  D. 


*  Absent 


On  motion  of  Dr.  Jarvis, 

Dr.  Symes,  of  Alabama,  was  invited  to  a  seat  in  the  Convention. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  Hooker, 

Dr.  J.  S.  Moore,  of  St.  Louis,  was  invited  to  a  seat  in  the  Con- 
vention. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  elected  officers  of  the  Society 
for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. 

RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  President. 

RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 

GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 

JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  election  of  members  of  the  Standing  Committees  to  fill  vacan- 
cies, was  for  the  present  suspended. 

Drs.  Goodsell,  Brownell,  Smith,  Preston,  Hill,  Sherwood,  Brown, 
and  Turner,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  unfinished  business. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  registration  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages — and  make  a  re- 
port to  the  Convention  after  adjournment  this  morning. 

Drs.  Wilson,  Jno.  H.  Welch,  Beach,  Hubbard  and  W.  W.  Welch, 
were  appointed  said  Committee. 

Dr.  Goodsell,  from  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business,  report- 
ed that  there  was  no  other  business  unfinished  than  the  reports  of 
the  Committees  on  Surgery,  Practice  of  Medicine,  Materia  Medica, 
and  Medical  Ethics. 

Report  accepted. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  then  presented,  read  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Blackman,  Park,  Ford,  White,  Palmer, 
J.  H.  Welch  and  Jarvis,  to  audit  and  report  thereon. 

Drs.  H.  N.  Bennett,  Brownell,  Talcott,  Smith,  Preston,  Whitcomb, 
Catlin  and  Turner  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Debentures. 

The  Convention  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancies  in 
the  Standing  Committees,  when  on  balloting  it  was  found  that 

H.  N.  Bennett,  M.  D.,  and  J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  were  elected  to 
fiOUi  the  vacancies  in  the  Committee  of  Examination. 

Archibald  Welch,  M.  D.,  and  Samuel  T.  Salisbury,  M.  D.,  to  fill 
the  vacancies  in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat, 
and  Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D.,  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  said  Committee  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D. 


B.  M«  Fowler,  M.  D.,  and  Robert  Hubbard,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  va- 
cancies in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College. 

On  motion,  a  Committee  consisting  of  Drs.  A.  Welch,  Talcott  and 
Jarvis,  was  appointed  to  nominate  Delegates  to  the  American 
Medical  Association,  to  be  holden  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1853. 

Dr.  Jno.  H.  Welch  then  exhibited  a  surgical  apparatus  or  splint 
for  the  examination  of  the  members  of  the  Convention. 

Drs.  Talcott,  Salisbury  and  M.  W.  Wilson  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  said  splint,  and  report  to  the  Convention. 

A  conmiunication  was  received  by  the  Convention  from  Fairfield 
County  Medical  Society  in  reference  to  several  members  of  said 
Society,  whom  the  Society  had  dismissed  for  quackery,  having  been 
notoriously  in  the  practice  of  Homeopathy. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wilson, 

The  subject  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  inquire  into 
the  facts,  and  ascertain  whether  they  are  deemed  worthy  of  expul- 
sion, and  if  so,  to  report  a  preamble  and  resolution,  designating  the 
ofiense. 

Adjonmed  to  four  and  a  half  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Four  and  a  half  o* clocks  P,  M, 

Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

When  the  subject  of  the  Fairfield  County  proceedings  was  re- 
sumed, and  Dr.  6.  O.  Sumner  moved  to  amend  by  referring  to  said 
Committee  without  instruction. 

Amendment  carried.  And  Drs.  W.  Hooker,  Wilson  and  Good- 
sell  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  report  to-morrow  morning. 

Drs.  S.  G.  Hubbard,  Moody,  Durfey,  Preston,  Whitcomb,  R.  Hub- 
bard, Catlin  and  Jarvis  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Gratuitous 
Students. 

Drs.  Ives,  A.  Welch,  Hooker,  White,  Palmer,  Beach  and  Turner, 
were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary 
Members. 

Drs.  Talcott,  J.  H.  Welch  and  Sherwood  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  Dissertator  for  the  next  Convention. 

Dr.  P.  A.  Jewett,  by  indisposition,  having  been  prevented  from 
preparing  the  dissertation  for  the  present  Convention,  was  excused 
for  his  delinquency,  but  pledged  a  Dissertation  for  the  next  Conven- 
tion— ^pledge  accepted. 

P.  A.  Jewett,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Examination,  pre- 


sented  a  report  of  the  proceedings,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be 
published  with  the  proceedings.     (See  Appendix  A.) 

Dr.  W.  Hooker  then  offered  a  form  of  certificate  of  study,  to  be 
given  by  Medical  instructors,  as  evidence  of  study,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution  which  was  adopted  by  the  Convention. 

Jiesolvedy  That  the  following  certificate  of  studies  be  required  of 
all  Candidates  for  examination — for  a  degree. 

I  hereby  certify  that  has  pursued 

the  Study  of  Medicine  with  me  for  to 

and  that  he  recited  regularly  on  (here  insert  the  branches 
pursued)  during  the  above  mentioned  time. 

Physician. 

Dr.  Wilson  from  the  Committee  on  Registration,  made  a  report 
of  a  bill  similar  to  the  one  proposed  to  the  Legislature  last  year,  ac- 
companied with  the  following  resolution,  viz. 

ReBolvedy  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Legislature,  and  petition  them  for  a  law  on  registration,  similar 
to  the  one  which  failed  of  becoming  a  law,  by  the  non-concurence  of 
action  between  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  1851. 

The  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students  reported  that  the  foUowing 
gentlemen  were  elected  in  the  following  counties,  viz. 

Hartford  county,  Chas.  E.  Sanford. 

New  Haven  county,  Robert  B.  Hine. 

Litchfield  county,  Paul  Skiff. 

New  London  county,  Charles  E.  Dyer. 

Tolland  county,  Edwin  G.  Sumner. 

Middlesex  county,  M.  E.  Winchell. 

The  Committee  recommended  Erastus  B.  Bills  and  William  H. 
Lamed  to  fill  vacancies  from  Fairfield  and  Windham  Counties. 
The  Committee  also  reported  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved^  That  we  consider  the  present  system  of  affording  gratu- 
itous instruction  to  students,  by  lectures  or  otherwise,  as  impolitic 
and  injurious  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale 
College,  and  the  best  interests  of  the  Profession  generally,  and  also 
to  the  students  themselves,  and  we  recommend  the  Convention  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  a  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  charter  as 
requires  it 


On  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  Blackman  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Treasurer's  report,  made  a  report  as  follows. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  account,  report 
that  they  have  examined  the  same,  and  find  it  to  be  correct. 

They  also  submit  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  those  claims  standing  against  clerks  for  taxes  due 
firom  their  respective  counties,  which  are  classed  in  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer  as  not  collectible,  be  abated. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Convention,  the  prompt  col- 
lection of  taxes  in  future  by  the  clerks  is  the  only  sure  means  of 
preventing  a  recurrence  of  similar  delinquencies. 

jResolvedj  That  the  clerks  be  required  to  comply  with  the  By-Law, 
which  makes  it  their  duty  to  report  delinquents  to  the  Convention, 
and  the  amount  due  from  each  respectively,  stating  in  such  report 
also  what  notice  he  has  given  such  delinquent  of  his  indebtedness  to 
the  Society,  and  that  the  same  be  read  in  open  Convention. 

Report  accepted  and  Committee  discharged. 

Ahsiract  of  Treasurer's  Report, — Financial  Summary. 

Casb  in  Treasury,  $181.95^ 

Total  due  from  Clerks,  ....     $1471.06^ 

Deduct  say  one-half  for  bad  debts,  abatements, 

commissions,  &c.,  leaves, 735.53 


$917.48^ 
The  Society  owes  for  outstanding  debentures,        •        •        353.62^ 

Leaves  balance  in  favor  of  Society  of       .        .        .  $563.86 

The  debentures  issued  May,  1851,  amounted  to    $203.87^ 
Amount  of  Debentures  redeemed  du- 
ring the  year  is  by  Clerks,         .        $129.62^ 
By  Treasurer,  •        .        •        •        35.62j^ 

$165.25 


Excess  of  amount  issued,      ....        $38.62^ 

Dr.  Talcott  from  the  Committee  on  Dr.  Welch's  splint  reported, 
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That  the  apparatus  was  well  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the  Pro- 
fession, and  a  very  ingenious  and  useful  fracture  instrument. 
Report  accepted  unanimously,  and  Committee  discharged. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Thursday,  eight  o'clock^  A.  M, 

Dr.  W.  Hooker,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Fairfield 
County  resolution,  read  a  report  which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  the  recommendations  contained  in  it  were  unanimous- 
ly adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beach, 

One  thousand  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  the  Convention,  and  for  distribution.  (See  Appendix, 
B.) 

Dr.  Talcott,  from  the  Committee  to  nominate  a  Dissertator  for  the 
next  Convention,  reported  the  name  of  Samuel  Beach,  M.  D.,  of 
Bridgeport :  report  accepted  and  Dr.  Beach  was  elected. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop,  from  the  Standing  Conmiittee  to  nominate  Pro- 
fessors to  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  made  a  report, 
that  said  Committee  had  been  called  together  to  nominate  a  Profes- 
sor in  said  College  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  Dr.  Henry  Bronson ;  that  the  Committee  had  nominated  Worthing- 
ton  Hooker,  M.  D.,  of  Norwich,  and  that  Dr.  Hooker  had  accepted 
the  appointment — ^report  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with 
proceedings.     (See  Appendix  C.)        * 

Dr.  Bennett^  from  the  Committee  on  Debentures,  made  a  report 
which  was  accepted  and  the  debentures  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Dr.  Ives,  from  the  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary 
Members,  made  a  report  recommending  the  name  of  Dr.  William  B. 
Nash,  of  Bridgeport,  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  J 
Marian  Syms,  M.  D.,  of  Alabama,  and  John  Watson,  M.  D.,  of  New 
York,  for  Honorary  Membership — report  accepted,  and  they  were 
found  on  balloting  to  be  unanimously  elected. 

And  Dr.  Nash  was  recommended  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of 
Yale  College  for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  M.  D.,  and  Drs.  Syms  and 
Watson  were  added  to  the  list  of  Honorary  Members.  The  Secre- 
tary was  instructed  to  notify  them  of  their  election. 
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On  motkm  of  Dr.  Hooker, 

Besolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  he  appointed  to  collect  facts 
in  relation  to  the  epidemics  of  the  present  year  in  this  State,  and 
report  to  the  next  annual  Convention,  in  order  that  this  Society  may 
cooperate  with  the  American  Medical  Association  in  its  systematic 
efforts  to  ohtain  information  in  relation  to  the  epidemics  of  the  whole 
country. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  to  this  Convention  what  im- 
provements had  heen  made  in  Materia  Medica  for  the  last  fifty  years^ 
on  being  called  upon  to  report,  were  excused  on  account  of  the 
indisposition  of  the  Chairman  and  other  causes,  and  were  on  motion 
continued  and  requested  to  make  a  report  to  the  Convention  in  1853. 
The  Committee  consists  of  Drs.  Eli  Ives,  M.  D.,  Charles  Woodward, 
M.  D.,  and  D.  A.  Tyler,  M.  D. 

The  Committee  on  Surgery  consisting  of  P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  P. 
W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D.,  and  W.  H.  Cogswell,  M.  D^  were  also  excused 
for  the  present  year  from  making  their  report 

And  appointed  to  report  to  the  next  Convention, 

Dr.  Jewett  having  resigned  his  appointment  on  said  Conmiittee, 
Jonathan  Knight,  M.  D.,  was  added  to  the  Committee  as  Chairman, 
on  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett. 

Votedy  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifly  cents  be  laid  on  each 
member  of  the  Society,  payable  on  and  afler  first  of  June  next 

The  Committee  on  Practice  of  Medicine  appointed  to  report  to 
this  Convention  under  the  same  resolution,  consisting  of  George 
Sumner,  M.  D.,  Worthington  Hooker,  M.  D.,  and  Nathan  B.  Ives, 
M.  D.,  were  also  for  reasons  excused  from  the  performance  of  the 
duties  assigned  them,  and  re-appointed  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
their  appointment  to  the  next  Annual  Convention. 

Dr.  Archibald  Welch  and  Dr.  J.  6.  Beckwith,  severally  made  re- 
ports on  Medical  Ethics,  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  publish- 
ed with  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention.  (See  Appendix  D 
and  E.) 

Dr.  A.  Welch  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  the  names 
of  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association  for  the  meeting  in 
New  York  in  1853,  reported  the  names  of  Samuel  B.  Beresford, 
M.  D.,  Samuel  Beach,  M.  D.,  Benjamin  Welch,  M.  D.,  and  George 
O.  Jarvis,  M.  D. — ^report  accepted  and  they  were  appointed. 

Charles  Hooker,  M.  D.,  Archibald  Welch,  M.  D.,  and  Josiah  G. 
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Beckwith,  M.  D.,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  collect  statistics  in 
relation  to  the  Epidemics  of  the  present  year. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  "Welch  it  was  resolved  that  the  "  report  of 
the  Conmiittee  on  Medical  Education,  by  Worthington  Hooker,  M. 
D.,"  contained  in  the  "  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation," be  published  with  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

Dr.  Cogswell  offered  a  resolution  of  instruction  to  the  several 
county  societies,  to  examine  the  subject  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  members  of  the  Society  are  interested  in  tlie  manufac- 
ture, vending,  using  or  recommending  any  nostrums  or  Quack  Medi- 
cines ;  recommending  that  the  By-Laws  in  relation  to  such  offenses, 
be  enforced,  and  that  they  report  their  action  to  the  next  Conven- 
tion— resolution  adopted. 

Dr.  Hooker  offered  a  resolution  for  appointing  a  Conmiittee  to 
bring  the  subject  of  forged  certificates,  or  the  use  of  the  names  of 
individuals  without  their  consent,  in  recommending  nostrums  and 
quack  medicines,  before  the  Legislature. 

Drs.  Knight  and  Groodsell  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

Drs.  Wilson,  Jewett  and  S.  G.  Hubbard  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  procure  the  enactment  by  the  present  legislature  of  a 
Registration  law,  similar  to  the  one  proposed  to  the  last  legislature. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  siiie  die. 

Attest,  JOSLAEI  G.  BECKWITH,  Secretary. 


MEMBERS  OP  THE  SOCIETY. 


HONOBABT  MEMBERS. 


♦FELIX  PASCALIS,       . 
JAMES  JACKSON,     . 
JOHN  C.  WARREN,       . 
•SAMUEL  L.  MITCHELL, 
♦DAVID  HOSACK,         .        . 
♦WRIGHT  POST, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN, 
♦GEORGE  M'LELLAN,      . 
♦JOHN  MACKIE,    . 
♦CHARLES  ELDREDGE,  . 
THEODORE  ROMEYN  BECK 
♦JAMES  THATCHER, 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD, 
JOHN  DELAMATER, 
♦WILLIAM  P.  DEWEES,      . 
♦JOSEPH  WHITE,      . 
JACOB  BI6EL0W, 
W^ALTER  CHANNING,      . 
♦PHILIP  SING  PHYSIC,       . 
♦LEWIS  HEERMAN, 
DANIEL  DRAKE,  . 
HENRY  MITCHELL, 
NATHAN  RYNO  SAHTH,     . 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
♦SAMUEL  W^HITE, 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY,      . 
WILLIAM  TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
♦SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD, 
♦JOHN  STEARNS,      . 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS 
♦HENRY  GREEN,       . 
•GEORGE  FROST, 
WILLARD  PARKER, 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR,  . 
ALDEN  MARCH, 
♦AMOS  TWITCHELL,  . 
CHARLES  A.  LEE,     . 
DAVID  S.  C.  H.  S>flTH, 
JAMES  M.  SMITH,     . 
HENRY  D.  BULKLEY, 
J.  MARION  SYMS,     . 
JOHN  WATSON,    . 


New  York. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
New  York. 
New  York. 
New  York. 
New  Haven. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
East  Greenwich,  R.  L 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Plymouth,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Cherry  VaUey,  N.  Y. 
Boston,  Maas. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
U.  S.  Navj. 
Cincinnati,  Ohia 
Norwich,  N.  Y. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
New  York. 
Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
New  Haven. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Northampton,  Masa. 
New  York. 
Deerfield,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Sprincfield,  Mass. 
;New  York. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Keene,  N.  H. 
New  York. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Sprinfi;field,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Montgomery,  Ala. 
New  York  City. 


*  Deceased. 


ORDINARY   MEMBERS. 


■  t^>  ■ 


7%e  nameM  of  those  Memben  who  are  exempt  from  taxation  hy  age^ 
€a^  in  italiee  :  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  Presidents  of  the 
Society f  are  in  capitals* 

HARTFORD    COUNTY. 

N.  H.  BYINGT0N>  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
J.  C.  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


HAXTFoaD,OEORGE  SUMNER,] 
Henry  Holmes,  Samuel  B.  Beresford, 
George  B.  Hawley,  Gurdon  W,  Rus- 
sell. David  Crary,  P.  W.  Ellsworth, 
Btt^amin  Rogtn^  E.  K.  Hunt,  John 
S.  Butler,  H.  A.  Grant,  J.  C.  Jack- 
son, A.  W.  Barrows,  Thomas  Min<9r, 
M.  W.  Wilson,  ARCHIBALD 
WELCH,  William  Porter,  Horatio 
Gridley,  Chs.  P.  Kob,  John  H.  Wells. 

Wtwt  Hartford,  Edward  Brace. 

Atom,  Alfred  Kellogg. 

Bksun,  E.  Brandagee,  Jr. 

Nsw  Britain,  Samud  Bart,  Roswell 
Hawley,  E.  D.  Babcock. 

BlOOM7IXLD. 

Bbibtol,  Joseph  W.  Camp,  John  S. 
Moody. 

BTTBunoTON,  William  Elton,  2d. 

Canton,  Benadam  Kasson, 

CdUn^tUU,  Russell  H.  Tiffany. 

East  Hartfobd,  Eli  Hail,  Seth  L. 
Child,  Clarence  M.  Brownell. 

East  WomsoR,  Hiram  Watson. 

Broad  Brook,  Marcns  L.  Fisk. 

Wardunue  Point,  Joseph  Olmsted. 

Emfikld,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L.  Spald- 
ing. 

71ufmpt4mm0€t  J.  Bailey  Beach. 


Fabminoton,  Asahel  Thompson, 
Chauncey  Brown. 

PlainviUe,  Q.  A.  Moody. 

Unionville,  William  H.  Sage. 

Glastinbury.,  Ralph  Carter,  Clinton 
Bunce. 

South  CRastenbury,  C.  E.  Hammond, 
Lnman  J.  Andrus,  Henry  Gilbert. 

Eattbwry,  Sabin  Stocking. 

Gbanby,  Jairus  Case,  Jo»,  F,  Jeteett, 

Edit  Granby,  Chester  Hamlin. 

JVe»t  Qranby,  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 

Manchxsteb,  W.  C.  Williams,  W.  Scott. 

RocKT  Hill,  Sylvuter  BtUkley, 

SiacsBUBT,  Roderick  A.  White. 

Tariffvitte,  Geo.  W.  Sanford,  Charles 
W.  Ensign. 

SotTTHiNOTON,  Julius  S.  Barnes,  N.  H. 
Byington,  Frederick  A.  Halt. 

South  Windsob,   Horace  C.  Gillette* 
Sidney  Rockwell,  William  Wood. 

SuFPiELD,  Samuel  B.  Low,  Aretus  Ri- 
sing. 

WsTHRBSFiSLD,    E.  F.   Cooko,  A.  S. 
Warner,  A.  S.  Fox. 

Windsob,    WiUiam  S,  Pierton,  Theo- 
dore Sill,  Albert  Morrison. 

Windtor  Lockt,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 

Pofwmock,  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 
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NEW    ITAVEN    COUNTY. 


ISAAC  GOODSELL,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
S.  G.  Hubbard  »  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


f 


New  Haven,  Eli  Ives,   T,  P.   Beeriy 

Jonathan  Knight,  Samuel  Punderson, 

A.  S.  Munson,  Charles   Hooker,  H. 

B.  Porter,  Nathan  B.  Ives,  E.  H. 
Bishop,  £.  D.  North,  A.  C.  Blakeslee, 
L.  A.  Thomas,  Levi  Ives,  Pliny  A. 
Jewett,  D.  L.  Daggett,  George  0. 
Sumner,  D.  A.  Tyler,  Henry  Bron- 
son,  E.  A.  Park,  N.  W.  Taylor,  Jr., 
A.  Moody,  W.  J.  Whiting,  S.  G. 
Hubbard,  H.  W.  E.  Matthews,  An- 
son Moody,  W.  J.  Whiting,  C.  A. 
Lindsley. 

WestviUe,  Samuel  Loyd. 

jFldfr  Haven,   C.  S    Thompson,  J.  H. 

Beecher,  W.  M.  White,  Lyman  Par- 

ker. 
Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 
Branford,  Willoughby  L.  Lay. 
Cheshire,     A.    J.    Driggs,    Nehemiah 

Banks. 
Derby,  H.  A.  Carrington. 
Ansonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 
Birmingham,   Ambrose   Beardsley,   T. 

Dutton. 


Humphreysville,       Abiram      Stoddard, 

Sheldon   C.    Johnson,   Joshua    Ken- 
dall, Thomas  Stoddard. 
East  Haven,  Beta  Farnham, 
Guilford,   Joel   Caniield,   Alvan  Tal- 

cott. 
Madison.  Reynold  Wthb. 
Meriden,  Gardiner  Barlow. 
Weit  Meiiden,  B.  H.  Catlin,  Edward 

W.  Hatch. 
YaUiviUe,  C.  B.  McCarty.      * 
Middlebury. 

MiLFORD,  Hull  Allen,  L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Nauoatuck,    J.    D.    Mears,    Timothy 

Langdon. 
North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 
Soutiibury,  a.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Wallinoford,   B.  T.  H.  Harrison,  S. 

W.  Clark. 
Waterbury,   M.  C.   Leavenworth,  G. 

L.  Piatt,    John  Deacon,    George  E. 

Perkins,    M.    H.    Perkins,     Sturges 

Bulkley. 
Woodbridoe,    Itaac  Ooodsell,  Andrew 

Castle. 


NEW    LONDON    COUNTY. 


WORTHINGTON  HOOKER,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Seth  Smith,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Na- 
thaniel S,  Perkins,  James  Morgan, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  Wm.  W.  Miner, 
Seth  Smith,  C.  C.  Cone,  D.  P.  Fran- 
cis, Albert  Utter,  Albert  Hobson, 
Robert  A.  Man  waring,  Elisha  A. 
Hewitt,  Frank  D.  Brandagee. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Worth- 
ington  Hooker,  Elijah  Dyer,  Jr.,  Eli- 
sha Phinney,  Jonathan  W.  Brooks, 
Ashbel  B.  Haile,  John  D.  Ford,  Jere- 
miah King,  Edwin  Bentley,  Benja- 
min S.  Dean,  John  P.  Fuller,  Alonzo 
Fuller,  Horace  Thurston,  Henry  W. 
Leach. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezckiel  W.  Parsons, 
Frederick  Morgan. 

East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Austin  F. 
Perkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Griswold. 

Jewett  City. 


Groton,  Joseph  Durfec. 

Portersville,  Eli  as  F.  Coats. 

Nonnk,  A.  T.  Douglas. 

Lebanon,  Joseph  Comstock,  Erastus  Oi- 
good,  Richard  P.  Green. 

Ledyard. 

Gales'  Ferry,  Rufus  W.  Matthewson. 

Lisbon,   Vine  Smith. 

Lyme,  Richard  Noyes,  John  Noyes. 

North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren, 

Montville,  Ephraim  Fellowes,  Samuel 
E.  Mnynard. 

Uncasville,  Jedediah  R.  Gay,  John  C. 
BoUes. 

North  Stoninoton,  Thomas  P.  Wat- 
tles, Alvah  Gay. 

Preston,  Avery  Downer,  Eleazer  B, 
Downing, 

Poquetannock,  H.  W.  Coats. 

Salem. 

Stoninoton,  Wm.  Hyde,  George  E. 
Palmer,  Wm.  Hyde,  Jr. 

Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 


15 


FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 


SAMUEL.  S,  NOYES,  M.  D.,  Chainnan. 
Sasujkl  Bsaoh,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Faibpikld,  Jeremiah  T.  Denison,  S.  P. 
V.  R.  Ten  Broeck, 

Grttnjield,  Rufus  Blakemin. 

Southpcrl,  Justus  Sherwood. 

Beii>oeport,  Samuel  Beach,  D.  H. 
Nash,  William  L.  Watson,  Frederick 
J.  Judson,  L.  W.  Burritt,  Wm.  Nath. 

BsooKPiELD,  JVooA  A.  Lacty,  A.  L. 
Williams. 

Dawbukt,  R,  B.  Botsford,  E.  P.  Ben- 
nett, 

Bethel,  H.  N.  Bennett 

Dabieic. 

Eastor,  James  Baldwin. 


Huntington,  James  H.  Shelton. 

Monroe,  Salmon  H.  Hall. 

New  Canaan,  Samuel  8,  Noye$,  Lewis 
Richards. 

NoawALK,  John  A,  McLean,  Ira  Greg- 
ory. 

Sherkan,  Daniel  W.  Northrop. 

Stamford,  N.  D.  Haight,  Geo.  Hunting- 
ton, Robert  Lockwood. 

Stratford,  William  T.  Shelton. 

Trumbull,  ELIJAH  MIDDLE' 

BROOK,  George  Dyer. 

Westport,  George  Blackman,  David 
S.  Burr. 


WINDHAM   COUNTY. 


WM.  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
James  B.  Whitoomb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Bkooklts,  James  B.  Whitcomb,  Dan- 
iel M.  Hale,  William  Woodbridge. 

AsHVORO,  John  H.  Simmons. 

CANTERBtniY,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Joseph 
Palmer. 

Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hamptoii,  Dyer  Hughes. 

KiLi^iNOLT,  DayzvilUy  Justin  Ham- 
mond. 

South  Killindy,  Daniel  A.  Hovey. 

East  KiUingly,  E.  E.  Hill. 

West  Killinglyy  David  E.  Hall,  Samuel 
Hutchins,  Stephen  C.  Griggs. 

WilkinMonvUle,  Henry  W.  Hough, 
Thomas  W.  Perry. 

Plainfisld,  William  H.  Cogswell. 


Plainfield,  Cenfl  P.  O.,  Morey  Burgeu, 
Nathan  S.  Pike,  Elij.  Baldwin,  Jr., 
Horace  Burgess. 

PoMFRET,  Hiram  Holt,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams. 

Sterling,  William  A.  Lewis. 

Thompson,  Samuel  Bowen. 

Voluntown,  Harvey  Campbell. 

Windham,  Chester  Hunt,  De  Witt  C. 
Latbrop. 

Willimantic,  John  Hill,  Jr. 

Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 

Woodstock,  North,  Asa  Witter. 

South  Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Marcy. 

West  Woodstock,  Milton  Bradford, 
Charles  H.  Rogers. 

Eastford,  Henry  Gray. 


LITCHFIELD   COUNTY. 


MYRON  DOWNS,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
GxoRox  Seymour,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Litchfield,  Samuel  Buel,  J.  G.  Beck- 
with,  George  Seymour,  D.  E.  Bost- 
wick,  Charles  VaiL 

South  Farms,  Garry  H.  Miner. 

Barkbamsted,  F.  B.  Graham. 

Bethlsv,  G.  G.  Bissell. 


Bridgewateb,  Horace  Judson. 
Canaan,  A.  A.  Wright,  George  Adam, 

Ithamar  H.  Smith. 
South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 
CoBifWALL,  Burritt  B.  North. 
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West  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Gold,  I.  £. 

Smith. 
North  CornwalL 
CoLEBROOK,  Seth  Pease. 
OaylorcTs  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 
Goshen,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
Harwinton. 
Kent,     IVelU  BeardtUy,  Johnson    C. 

Hatch,  Eliada  Osborn. 
New  Hartford,  Center. 
New  Milforo,  Jehitl  Willianu,  Wm. 

B.  Lacy. 
NoRFOut,    William  W.  "Welch,  E.  D. 

Hugins. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  Hollow,  WilJiam  Woodruff. 
RoxBURY,  Myron  Downs. 


Salisbury,  O.  Plumb,  Wm.  Werden. 
Lakesville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  John 

H.  Welch. 
Sharon,     Ralph    Deming,    Chauncey 

Reed. 
WolcottvilU,   Erastus  Bancroft,  W.  K. 

Whiting,  J.  W.  Phelps. 
Warren,  O.  Brown. 
WoodviUe,  Manly  Peters. 
Washinoton,  R.  M.  Fowler. 
New  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 

ward  P.  Lyman. 
Watbbtown,  Samuel  Catlin,  Jr. 
West  Winsteo,  James  Welch,  H.  G. 

Westlake. 
Woodbury,  Charles  H.  Webb. 
Terryville. 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 


M.  D.,  Chairman. 


G.  G.  H.  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Cleric. 


Middletown,  Joseph  Barrett,  Charles 
Woodward,  William  B.  Casey,  Da- 
vid Harrison,  Franklin  Woodruff,  £li- 
sha  B.  Nye,  George  W.  Burke. 

Chatham,  Francis  G.  Edgerton. 

Middle  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worthington. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  H.  Hubbard. 

Cromwell,  Richard  Warner. 

Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 

East  Haddam,  Ata  M,  Holt,  Datus 
Williams. 


Haddam,  Ira  Hutchinson. 
Higganum,  William  H.  Tremaine. 
Killinoworth,  Richard  M.  BueL. 
Portland,   George  O.  Jarvis,  Stephen 

Fuller.  G.  C.  H.  Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Eisex,  Alexander  H.  Hough,  Frederick 

W.  Shepard. 
Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 
Westbrook,  Harvey  Way. 


TOLLAND   COUNTY. 


EARL  SWIFT,  M.  D.,  Chainnan. 
Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,     Ahijah    Ladd,    Oliver   K. 

Isham,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 
Andover,  Adonijah  White. 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
Coventry,  North,  EUazer  Hunt. 
So.  Coventry,  T.  Dimock,  H.  M.  Booth. 
Ellington,  AUtn  Hyde,  Horatio  Dow, 

J.  H.  Manning. 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin 

C.  White,  Elijah  A.  Woodward. 


Mansfixld,  North,  Norman  Brigham, 

W.  H.  Richardson. 
South  Mansjitld,  Earl  Swift. 
SoMERS,     Orson    Wood,    Erasmus   E. 

Hamilton. 
Stafford,    E<ut,  William   N.   Clark, 

Eleazer  S.  Beebe. 
Stafford,  Wett,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 
Union,  £.  Lindsley. 
Vernon,  Alden  Skinner, 
RoekviUe,  Benjamin  M.  Comings. 
WiLLizraxoH)  Franols  L.  Dickiiuson. 
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SUHMiRT  OF  ORBnriRT  HEHBERS  FOR  1851|  WITH  THE  DEATHS  IIV  1851. 


Hartford  County, 
New  Haven  County, 
New  London  County, 
Litchfield  County, 
Windham  County, 
Fairfield  County, 
Middlesex  County, 
Tolland  County, 

Total,  308  48  356  8 

Note. — Former  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  are  permanent 
membert  of  the  Annual  Convention,  having  the  privilege  of  attending  all  meet- 
ings, and  performing  all  the  duties  of  attending  members,  except  that  of  casting 
their  votes.  And  all  members  of  the  Society  are  invited,  by  the  by-laws,  to  be 
present  at  all  meetings  of  the  Convention,  and  partake  of  the  dinner  on  the  first 
*%y  of  the  session. 


Taxable. 
67 

Not  Taxable. 

8 

Total. 
75 

Deaths 

1 

59 

8 

67 

2 

41 

14 

55 

1 

42 

4 

46 

2 

30 

3 

33 

0 

22 

5 

27 

1 

25 

1 

26 

1 

22 

5 

27 

0 

DEATHS  OP  MEMBERS  FOB  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1, 1862,  WITH  THE 
AGE  AND  DISEASE  SO  FAR  AS  ASCERTAINED. 

Hartford  County,  E.  W.  Carrington,  aged  46,  of  Apoplexy. 
New  Haven  County,  Virgil  Maro  Dow,  Phthisis,  aged  56. 

Andrew  French,  Disease  of  the  Heart,  aged  68. 
New  London  County,  John  O.  Miner,  Old  age,  aged  89. 
Fairfield  County,  Warren  Percival,  Infirmities  of  age,  aged  65. 
Litchfield  County,  William  Buel,  Apoplexy,  aged  84. 

Andrew  Abernethy,  Diarrhea,  aged  70. 
Middlesex  County,  Rufus  Turner,  Inflammation  of  Bowels,  aged  61. 


DUTIES  OF  CLERKS. 

To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately 
after  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary 
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and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Conyention,  on  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  Members  of  this  Society,  who  may 
have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  Ist  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  sev- 
eral County  Societies. 


RULES  OF  ORDER. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  officers  for  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves, 

dec,  from  the  several  Counties,  and  Members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  gratuitous  course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves, 

&c. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing*  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  for- 

ward in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 
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DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

1794.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 
179o.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  different  species  of  Colic. 

1796.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
1796.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Cjnanche  Tonsillaris. 

1796.  Dr.  Lewis  Collins,  on  the  most  eligible  mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 
1796.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 
1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 

1798.  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  "An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  D wight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  deleterious  effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  TuUy,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainerd. 

1827.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  State. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop,  '^Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease." 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the  Disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 

1839.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental  Qualifications  necessary  to 

a  Physician. 

1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  effi- 

cient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 
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1844.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by 
the  community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 

tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.  Greorge  Sumner,  on  the  Early  Physicians  of  Connecticut. 


APPENDIX  A. 

lUpart  of  the  Examining  Committei  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  for  1862. 

The  Board  of  Examiners  convened  at  the  Medical  College  in  New  Haven 
on  Wednesday,  the  14th  of  January,  1852. 

Present  on  the  part  of  the  Medical  Society,  Rufus  Blakeman,  M.  D.,  Presi- 
dent, Fairfield ;  Pliny  A.  Jewelt,  M.  D.,  New  Haven ;  Benjamin  Welch,  M. 
D„  Salisbury;  Ashbel  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Franklin;  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth, 
M.  D.,  Hartford. 

On  the  part  of  Yale  College  i^Professors  B.  Silliman,  Eli  Ives,  Jonathan 
Knight,  T.  P.  Beers,  C.  Hooker  and  H.  Bronson. 

Fourteen  candidates  were  examined  and  recommended  for  the  degree  of 
.  Doctor  in  Medicine. 

1.  Francis  Bacon,  New  Haven,  on  the  "Variableness  of  Disease." 

2.  Richard  Miles  Buel,  Clinton,  on  "  Idiopathic  and  Traumatic  Tetanus." 

3.  James  Hart  Curry,  PeekskiU,  N.  Y.,  on  "  Typhus  Fever,"  and  the  "  Val- 

edictory Address." 

4.  Jonathan  Edwards  DooUttle,  Wallingford,  on  *'  Uterine  Leucorrhea." 

5.  Nathaniel  Marston  Freeman,  Easton,  on  *'  Croup." 

6.  Pierre  Robeau  Holley,  New  Haven,  on  **  Croup." 

7.  Charles  Augustus  Lindsley,  B.  A.,  Trinity  ColL,  Orange,  New  Jersey,  on 
•*  Diagnosis." 

8.  John  Shute  Moody,  New  Haven,  on  "  Ansesthetics." 

9.  George  Benjamin  Parsons,  Kent,  on  "  Inflammation." 

10.  Samuel  Newell  Rowell,  B.  A. ,  Yale,  New  Haven,  on  *'  Intestinal  Worms/' 

11.  Wells  Hamilton  Sellew,  Portland,  on  **  Scarlatina." 

12.  Ezequiel  Uriooechea,  Bogota,* New  Grenada, on  "Cinchona." 

13.  Noah  Blakeslee  Welton,  Cheshire,  on  *'  Erysipelas." 

14.  Samuel  Allen  Wilson,  Windsor,  on  "  Pneumonia." 

The  Degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  was  conferred  by  President  Woolsey  on 
ten  candidates.  From  one  the  degree  was  withheld,  he  not  having  arrived  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  Three  are  to  have  their  degrees  when  their  full 
term  of  study  has  expired.     Total  14. 

The  Annual  address  to  the  Candidates  was  given  by  Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D., 
of  Guilford,  late  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners.  It  was  an  exceedingly 
irell  written  and  able  production,  replete  with  sound  maxims  and  good  advice, 
and  Mras  listened  to  with  much  attention  by  a  large  audience  of  both  sexes. 

The  valedictory  address  by  James  H.  Curry,  M.  D.,  was  one  of  the  best  efibrts 
of  the  kind  we  ever  heard.    It  was  written  in  a  forcible  and  pleasant  style ; 
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and  contained  some  decidedly  "  good  hits."  If  the  young  author  enters  upon 
the  practice  of  medicine  with  the  same  vigor,  and  adheres  to  the  good  advice 
inculcated  in  his  address,  we  think  there  will  be  no  doubt  of  his  success. 

The  candidates,  with,  we  regret  to  say,  some  exceptions,  were  exceedingly., 
well  prepared,  and  sustained  their  examinations  with  honor  to  themselves, 
their  instructors,  and  the  institution.     Some  of  the  young  gentlemen  were  poor- 
ly prepared :  more  from  the  want  of  proper  study,  than  from  the  lack  of  care 
and  attention  on  the  part  of  their  instructors  in  the  college. 

Your  committee  cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the 
very  loose  manner  in  which  certificates  of  study  are  given  by  some  instructors. 
It  is  not  sufficient  that  a  student's  name  has  been  entered  in  a  Physician's  office 
for  a  given  time,  to  ensure  a  full  certificate.  He  should  also  bring  some  evi- 
dence that  he  h&s  purftted  the  itudy  of  medicine  and  attended  recitations.  It  is 
confidently  believed  that  some  students  appear  before  the  Board  with  a  full 
certificate,  who  have  rarely  or  never  made  a  recitation  to  the  Physician  giving 
the  certificate.  Such  proceedings  are  only  calculated  to  bring  disgrace  upon 
both  the  instructor  and  pupil. 

Upon  the  whole  the  committee  were  well  pleased  with  the  acquirements  of 
the  candidates ;  and  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  with  the  exceptions  above 
mentioned,  they  all  passed  with  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Board. 

By  order  of  the  Examining  Committee. 

P.  A.  JEWETT. 
New  Havsn,  Jan.  17, 1852. 


APPENDIX  B. 

Uu  Committee  appointed  under  Dr.   WILSON'S  resolution,  in  relation  to  the 
Report  made  by  the  FeUomfrom  the  Fairfield  County  Society,  would  Report: 

Ws  find  the  facts  in  the  case  to  be  these :  Three  individuals,  Jerkmiah  T. 
DsNisoN,  Daniel  W.  Northrop  and  Chauncey  Ayebs,  were  reported  to  be 
"  notoriously  in  the  practice  of  Homeopathy ; "  and  therefore,  according  to  a 
By-law  adopted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  the  County 
Society,  on  full  proof  of  the  alleged  fact,  was  competent  to  expel  them.  Due 
notice  was  given  to  the  ofienders,  so  that  they  could,  if  they  pleased,  appear  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  charge.  They  failed  to  appear.  The  Society 
then  passed  the  following  vote :  Resolved,  That  the  above-named  persons  be 
dismissed  from  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society. 

On  referring  to  the  By-laws  it  will  be  seen  that  the  subject  of  dismissing 
members  is  treated  of  by  itself,  in  Article  3d  of  the  section  entitled  County 
Meetings  ;  and  certain  cases  to  which  this  act  may  be  applied  are  very  definite- 
ly stated.  This  act  is  not  applied  to  any  offenu,  in  the  strict  sense  of  that  term^ 
unless  to  *'  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  taxes"  be  an  ofiense.  But  this  seems  to  be 
considered  by  the  Society  simply  as  indicating  that  the  individual  does  not 
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prize  the  privilege  of  belonging  to  it  sufficiently  to  make  it  proper  that  he 
coQtinoe  to  be  a  member. 

Offeoses  and  misdemeanors  are  treated  of  in  the  4th  Article  of  the  same  Sec- 
tion. The  process  to  be  gone  through  with  in  the  treatment  of  offenders  is  fully 
detailed;  and  the  result  is,  that  **  the  otfender,  under  conviction,  may  be  pun- 
ished by  admonition,  by  suspension  from  t^  privileges  of  the  Society  for  a  pe- 
riod not  exceeding  two  years,  or  by  expulsion  from  the  Society. 

The  cases  reported  by  the  Fairfield  County  delegation  clearly  come  under 
this  head;  and  the  proper  course  for  the  County  Society  to  pursue  was,  to  inflict 
Bome  one  of  the  forms  of  punishment  named  in  that  Article,  instead  of  simply 
diMmining  the  offenders,  and  to  report  their  action,  if  expulsion  were  decided 
upon,  to  the  State  Society  for  its  ratification. 

The  subject  of  the  treatment  due  from  our  Society  to  Physicians  who  become 
Homeopathic  practitioners  is  of  very  great  importance,  and  merits  from  your 
Cooiinictee  some  consideration  in  view  of  the  cases  which  have  been  referred 

to  OS. 

The  object  contemplated  by  the  Legislature  in  granting  a  Charter  to  the  State 
Medical  Society,  was  to  secure  to  the  people  of  Connecticut  the  services  of  a 
veil  educated  body  of  Physicians.  It  was  presumed  that  all  medical  opinions, 
and  statements,  and  alleged  discoveries,  would  be  thoroughly  examined  and 
canvassed  by  the  profession.  The  idea  was  not  indulged  for  a  moment,  that 
there  would  not  be  perfect  freedom  of  opinion  among  the  medical  men  em- 
braced in  the  State  Society.  And  therefore  no  provision  or  measure  was  con- 
templated w^hicb  should  introduce  to  the  public  another  body  of  Physicians, 
distinct  from  the  medical  profession  authorized  by  law  and  in  opposition  to  it. 
It  was  presumed  that  every  new  doctrine  or  pretended  discovery  could  have  a 
fair  chance  of  a  full  and  candid  investigation,  and  that  there  was  no  need  of 
o^anizing  and  chartering  a  particular  sect,  pledged  to  its  establishment,  in 
order  that  its  claims  might  be  properly  urged.  And  the  history  of  medicine 
shows  that  the  presumption  thus  entertained  by  the  Legislature  was  well  found- 
ed No  doctrine  or  system,  any  part  of  which  time  has  shown  to  be  valuable, 
has  been  wholly  rejected  by  the  medical  profession ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  it 
has  been  examined  and  silled,  and  the  valuable  portion,  however  small  it  may 
be,  baa  been  retained  and  stored  among  the  permanent  acquisitions  of  our 
science. 

But  it  has  been  contended  within  the  last  few  years,  that  the  medical  profes- 
sion has  failed  to  accomplish  its  mission  in  this  respect,  and  that  progress  de- 
mands that  other  appliances  should  be  put  in  requisition,  in  order  that  all  the 
resources  of  medical  science  be  developed.  Accordingly  various  sects  have  aris- 
en, called  into  being  by  crude  dreamers,  each  imagining  that  he  has  been 
charged,  as  Hahnemann  supposed  himself  to  be,  with  "  the  great  giH  of  God 
ID  man."  The  systems  which  bind  these  sects  together  have  their  adherents  in 
different  classes  of  the  community,  each  according  to  its  peculiar  character. 
And  Homeopathy,  Hydropathy,  Thomsonism,  Eclecticism,  dec,  are  all  but  up- 
shoots  of  the  same  radicalism,  suited  in  character  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  spring  up.  Thomsonism,  for  example,  suits  the  coarser  mind  that 
demands  bold  and  palpable  results ;  while  Homeopathy  attracts  minds  which 
are  refined  by  fashion  or  education,  and  especially  those  which  are  tinctured 
with  txmnscendentalism. 
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These  systems,  however  widely  they  differ  in  character,  all  agree  in  one 
thing— they  are  all  at  war  with  what  they  term  the  "  regular"  profession.  And 
this  war,  which  is  one  of  extermination,  they  have  prosecuted  from  the  begin- 
ning. It  is  idle,  therefore,  for  their  advocates  to  claim  that  they  have  been 
cast  out  of  the  medical  profession.  They  have  exiled  themselves  by  the  posi- 
tion which  they  have  voluntarily  assumed.  They  have  ignored  the  profession, 
and  their  appeal  has  ever  been  from  the  profession  to  the  people;  and  if  we 
take  them  at  their  word  and  say,  *  to  the  people  let  them  go,*  tliey  can  not  ac- 
cuse us  of  exclusiveuess  or  persecution. 

The  remarks  just  made  are  applicable  as  fully  to  Homeopathy  as  to  the  oth- 
er systems  which  we  have  named.  This  system,  it  is  true,  was  broached  by 
a  regular  Physician;  but  it  was  after  he  had  cut  himself  loose  from  the  profes- 
sion, and  proved  himself  not  only  an  empiric,  but  a  cheat,  by  selling  common 
borax  as  a  newly  discovered  specific,  at  the  enormous  price  of  a  louis  cTor  per 
ounce.  And  Homeopathy,  thus  bom  in  empiricism,  has  ever  retained  the  im- 
press of  its  origin.  It  has  not  waited  to  be  driven  from  the  domains  of  sci- 
ence ;  but,  banishing  itself,  it  has  ever  worn  the  garb,  and  adopted  the  modes 
and  tactics  of  quackery.  The  claim,  therefore,  which  its  motley  herd  of  vota- 
ries now  so  boldly  set  up  for  the  privileges  and  honors  which  science  gives,  is 
not  only  baseless  but  impudent,  and  quite  as  much  so  as  that  which  is  set  up 
just  as  boldly  by  their  brethren  in  radicalism,  the  Thomsonians  and  Eclectics. 

It  is  pertinent  to  remark  here,  that  the  assertion  which  the  advocates  of  these 
various  systems  so  often  make — that  the  medical  profession  has,  like  them, 
adopted  an  exclusive  set  of  doctrines — is  entirely  false.  The  term  Allopath, 
which  the  Homeopathists  bestow  upon  us,  is  a  misnomer.  The  great  body  of 
the  profession  are  ready  to  receive  any  facts  or  doctrines,  from  whatever  quar- 
ter they  may  come,  demanding  only  that  they  shall  be  proved  to  be  true. 

The  issue,  then,  between  the  regular  profession  and  the  various  sects  which 
have  lately  risen,  is  distinct  and  clear.  The  profession  claims,  that  in  the  un- 
sectarian  organization  which  the  Legislature  has  given  it  in  its  charter,  it  is  ac- 
complishing in  the  most  efficient  manner  possible  the  object  aimed  at — the  sup- 
plying the  community  with  a  body  of  well-educated  Physicians.  And  it  fur- 
ther claims,  that  it  does  this  without  trenching  in  the  least  upon  liberty  of  opin- 
ion. The  various  sects,  on  the  contrary,  claim  that  the  Legislature  was  mis- 
taken in  its  views,  and  that  the  only  way  to  secure  liberty  of  opinion,  and 
therefore  progress,  is  to  grant  an  organization  to  evGry  sect  that  asks  for  it,  and 
that  too  without  exacting  of  it  an  adherence  to  rules  recognizing  the  necessity 
of  thorough  education.  The  question  before  the  community  is  not,  as  Homoeo- 
pathists  and  others  contend,  whether  an  Allopathic  sect,  so  called,  is  to  have  a 
monopoly,  or  is  to  share  equal  rights  with  other  medical  sects ;  but  it  is,  wheth- 
er an  unsectarian  and  educated  profession  shall  be  sustained,  or  the  communi- 
ty shall,  in  place  of  it,  be  filled  with  a  variety  of  uneducated  and  irresponsible 
sects  in  medicine.  And  all  that  we  ask  of  the  Legislature  is,  that  it  shall  not 
forsake  the  original  design  at  which  it  distinctly  aimed  in  granting  the  Charter 
of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  not  that  it  shall  secure  to  us  any  monopoly. 
"We  do  not  ask  that  any  medical  sect  shall  be  put  down  by  the  power  of  law, 
but  simply  that  no  sect  as  such  shall  be  authorized  by  law  to  assume  the  posi- 
tion, so  long  granted  to  a  profession  which  allows  of  the  utmost  latitude  of  opin- 
ion, and  recognizes  character  and  education  aa  the  only  basis  of  membership. 
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These  preliminary  remarks  have  been  necessary,  in  order  to  come  to  a  right 
decision  of  the  question,  as  to  what  our  duty  is  in  relation  to  Physicians  in  our 
ranks  who  become  Homeopathic  practitioners. 

Some  forbearance  has  hitherto  been  exercised  toward  such  offenders,  but  it 
is  now  fast  becoming  the  general  sentiment  of  the  profession  that  they  should 
at  once  be  excluded  from  our  Societies. 

They  can  be  excluded  for  misdemeanors.  It  is  a  well  known  fact,  however 
znach  it  may  be  disputed  in  certain  quarters,  that  the  great  majority  of  Ho- 
meopathic practitioners  are  not  only  poorly  educated  and  destitute  of  any 
proper  credentials,  but  they  are  guilty  of  practicing  the  grossest  arts  of  quack- 
ery. Any  act  of  association  with  the  common  herd  of  Homeopathic  practi- 
tioners should  therefore  be  treated  as  a  misdemeanor ;  and  simply  because  it 
contravenes  the  great  object  of  our  organization— the  securing  to  the  commu- 
nity a  body  of  well  educated  medical  men. 

Bnt  it  is  not  necessary,  we  contend,  to  wait  for  the  commission  of  any  such 
definite  and  individual  act.  Homeopathy  has  been  before  the  profession  for 
half  a  century  and  has  been  thoroughly  examined ;  and  if  there  be  a  modicum 
of  truth  in  it,  that  would  not  be  lost  to  science,  although  as  a  system  it  should 
at  once,  as  it  is  destined  to  do  in  a  short  period  of  time,  pass  into  utter  oblivion. 
And  in  the  position  which  Homeopathy  has  been  assuming  more  and  more 
distinctly  ever  since  its  rise,  it  is  not,  belt  observed,  a  system  of  doctrines  mere- 
ly ;  but  a  system  of  doctrines,  or  rather  a  group  of  dogmas,  united  with  all  the 
arts  and  apptianett  of  quackery,  and  relying  on  them  for  it$  support ;  and  after 
fifty  years'  experience  with  it,  the  profession  are  justified  in  treating  it  as  bear- 
ing this  character. 

Very  difierent  would  be  the  position  of  the  profession  toward  Homeopathy, 
if  it  had  aimed,  like  other  doctrines  advanced  by  Physicians,  to  gain  a  foothold 
among  medical  men  alone  or  chiefly,  instead  of  making  its  appeal  to  the  pop- 
ular favor  and  against  the  profession.  In  that  case,  absurd  as  Homeopathy  is, 
ive  should,  as  advocates  of  freedom  of  opinion  in  medicine,  dismiss  at  once  the 
idea  of  subjecting  any  of  its  votaries  that  might  be  found  in  our  ranks  to  disci- 
pline, and  should  be  content  to  combat  it  with  argument,  confident  of  the  pow- 
er of  uuth  to  dispel  the  delusion.  But  a  system  of  quackery,  based  upon  a 
jumble  of  dogmas,  put  forth  by  one  who  was  at  once  a  dreamer  and  an  empir- 
ic, surely  merits  no  such  consideration  from  medical  men.  And  as  its  adher- 
ents do  not  aim  simply  at  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  doctrines,  but  wage 
a  war  of  radicalism  against  the  profession,  and  seek  to  throw  down  the  barri- 
en  that  guard  ii  from  the  intrusion  of  ignorance  and  quackery,  if  any  of  them 
be  found  in  our  ranks,  our  duty  clearly  is  to  expel  them.  Such  a  course  is  not 
only  dictated  by  self-respect,  but  the  regard  which  is  due  from  Physicians  to 
the  welfare  of  the  community  demands  it  of  us.  If  we  do  not  expel  them,  we 
eonsent  to  the  base  and  destructive  alliaoce  between  science  and  empiricism, 
which  they  are  attempting  to  afiect  by  retaining  their  place  in  our  Societies. 
To  occupy  the  position  at  once  of  Physician  and  of  quack,  is  an  inconsistency 
to  which  no  reasonable  man  would  ask  the  profession  to  give  its  sanction. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  principles  therefore,  your  Committee  recommend 
that  in  accordance  with  our  By-laws,  every  Physician  who  becomes  a  Ho- 
meopathic practitioner,  should  at  once,  on  proof  of  the  fact,  be  expelled  from 
the  Society. 
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Perhaps  it  will  be  said  that,  although  most  of  those  regular  Physicians  who 
become  Homeopathists  do  so  for  pecuniary  reasons  alone,  there  are  some  few 
who  are  honest  in  their  convictions,  and  that  these  should  not  be  dealt  with  in 
this  peremptory  manner.  In  reply  to  this  it  may  be  said,  that  it  is  ordinarily 
impossible  to  distinguish  between  those  who  are  honest  and  those  who  are  not 
so;  and  even  if  we  could  make  the  distinction,  an  honest  conviction  in  favor  of 
so  gross  a  delusion  may  be  justly  considered  as  proving  a  mental  obliquity  so 
great,  as  to  disqualify  for  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties  of  a  Physician. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  here,  that  if  a  Physician  should  think  that  the  alleged 
principle,  nmilia  similibut  curantur,  which  was  definitely  advanced  by  Stahl 
a  century  before  Hahnemann  made  it  the  basis  of  his  system,  applies  as  an 
explanation  of  some  of  the  phenomena  developed  in  the  treatment  of  disease, 
or  if  he  should  think  that  Homeopathists  have  brought  to  our  notice  some  rem- 
edies which  are  of  value,  such  opinions  do  by  no  means  make  him  a  Homeo- 
pathist,  or  subject  him  to  discipline.  We  put  no  restriction  upon  mere  opin- 
ions in  our  organizations.  It  is  the  adoption  of  Homeopathy  as  a  system  of 
doctrine  and  practice,  and  of  its  practitioners  as  brethren — it  is  the  going  over 
to  Homeopathists  as  a  sect — which  alone  can  make  the  term  Homeopathist 
applicable  to  any  Physician,  and  render  him  a  fit  subject  for  the  act  of  expul- 
sion. At  the  same  time  it  should  be  remarked,  that  those  who,  in  order  to 
cater  to  the  popular  prejudice,  inform  a  portion  of  their  employers,  that  they 
are  ready  to  practice  Homeopathically  as  well  as  in  the  old  way,  (as  it  is 
termed,)  are  guilty  of  an  obedi^ice  to  the  behests  of  quackery,  indicating  a  loss 
of  the  self-respect  belonging  to  every  high-minded  Physician. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  presented  in  this  Report,  your  (Committee  rec- 
ommend, that  the  action  of  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society  be  not  rati- 
fied, and  that  the  subject  be  referred  back  to  that  Society,  that  they  may  act 
upon  it  in  compliance  with  the  By-laws,  in  order  that  their  action  may  in 
proper  form  come  before  the  State  Society  at  its  next  annual  meeting. 

WORTHINGTON  HOOKER,  Chairman, 


APPENDIX    C. 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  FELLOWS  OF  THE  CONNECTICUT  MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

Uie  committee  appointed  to  nominate  Profeuon  in  the  Medical  ImtittUion  of 

Yale  College  retpectfuUy  report  : 

That  the  committee  was  called  to  meet  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
corporation  of  Yale  College  upon  the  reception  of  the  resignation  of  Henry 
Bronson,  M.  D.  All  but  one  of  the  members  of  your  committee  being  present, 
sufiicient  to  form  a  quorum,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  nominate  to  the  cor- 
poration Worlhington  Hooker,  M.  D.,  of  Norwich,  as  a  professor  in  Yale  College. 

E.  H.  BISHOP,  Secretary. 

New  Havkn,  May  12th,  1852. 
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APPENDIX  D. 

Etkkt  social  orgnnization  needs  a  system  of  By-laws,  in  other  words,  an 
^hieal  code,  for  the  regulation  of  the  social  conduct.  This  requires  some  sac- 
rifice on  the  part  of  individuals,  otherwise  the  individual  impulses  would  be 
saflieient  to  regulate  the  social  relations. 

The  idea  of  moral  obligation  is  inseparable  from  an  intelligent  code  of  man- 
ners, because  we  are  conscious  of  an  intimate  connection  between  the  outward 
manners  and  the  moral  sentiments.  This  consciousness  has  extended  the  word 
tikUt  from  its  etymological  abode  in  the  manners  to  a  scat  in  the  moral  nature. 

Therefore  in  every  organization  formed  for  the  interests  of  our  fellow-men, 
the  members  should  cultivate  a  high  sense  of  the  moral  obligations  imposed 
npon  them  by  their  articles  of  agreement,  and,  by  every  act  of  their  lives, 
evince  a  lively  and  increasing  interest  in  the  object  for  which  the  compact  is 
fonneo. 

ThU  is  particularly  true  in  the  medical  profession.  Designed  as  it  original- 
ly wras,  to  protect  the  health,  to  remove  diseases  incident  to  our  race,  and  con- 
sequently to  increase  every  one's  sphere  of  usefulness,  a  code  of  medical  ethics 
has  been  formed,  which  is  admirably  adapted  to  accomplish  these  important 
objects.  The  observance  of  these  rules  is  highly  important,  not  only  for  the 
purpose  of  accomplishing  these  objects,  but  of  elevating  the  moral  force  of  the 
profession  to  which  we  belong. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  propriety  of  complying  with  the  vari- 
ous regulations  adopted  by  the  **  American  Medical  Association,"  and  by  all 
our  local  societies.  But  it  is  proper  to  remark  upon  the  violation  of  some  of 
these  regulations  by  members  of  our  society,  who,  were  it  not  for  these  impro- 
prieties, would  be  unexceptionable  and  honorable  members. 

Consultations  and  familiar  professional  intercourse  should  be  encouraged 
with  all  the  members  of  our  profession  who  possess  a  "  moral  and  professional" 
character,  which  justly  entitles  them  to  such  attentions.  But  where  a  deficien- 
cy, either  of  "  moral"  or  respectable  "  professional  standing"  exists,  consulta- 
tions and  familiar  professional  intercourse  with  them  should  not  be  encour- 
aged. Within  the  observation  of  your  committee,  continued  and  strenuous 
eflbrts  have  been  made  to  remove  the  very  just  restriction  of  farmer  wise  legis- 
lators upon  those  who,  without  proper  qualifications,  have  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine. 

Our  legislators  were  urged  by  the  uneducated  followers  of  Samuel  Thompson 
to  repeal  one  section  of  our  act  of  incorporation,  and  requested  by  the  members 
of  our  society  not  to  repeal  it. 

It  is  perhaps  inseparable  from  the  narrowness  of  party  spirit,  and  the  omniv- 
orous lust  of  brief  authority,  to  measure  the  importance  of  petitions  by  the  po- 
litical power  of  the  petitioners.     It  is  unfortunate  if  it  is  so. 

We  have  to  regret  that  this  petition  was  not  considered  on  its  own  merits, 
aside  from  all  parly  bias  whatsoever.  The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted, 
and  the  petitioners  were  placed,  so  far  as  the  sanction  of  legislative  authority 
is  concerned,  on  a  footing  with  thoroughly  educated  practitioners. 

On  the  propriety  of  this  course,  no  expression  of  opinion  is  necessary.    But 
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if  our  code  of  ethics,  as  it  now  exists,  had  always  been  duly  regarded,  both  in 
letter  and  spirit,  perhaps  no  legislative  action  would  ever  have  been  taken. 

Formerly  and  at  the  present  time  a  course  has  been  pursued  by  many  of  the 
profession  well  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  this  and  other  classes  of 
empirics.  Consultations  with  any  class,  which  depends  on  a  reputation  based 
upon  any  special  mode  of  practice,  will  do  infinitely  more  to  sustain  them  than 
legislative  acts.  Aside  from  a  temporary  and  pertonal  advantage,  which  might 
be  gained  by  such  consultations,  no  benefit  is  to  be  expected. 

We  are  not  disposed  to  reprobate  the  ignorance  of  Samuel  Thompson  for  assert- 
ing in  the  nineteenth  century  that  fire,  air,  earth,  and  water,  were  simple  ele- 
mentary bodies,  or  for  his  indiscriminate  use  of  capsicum  and  lobelia,  and  pass 
over  all  other  classes  of  empirics  as  being  less  objectionable;  for  while  the  pros- 
trating efifect  of  lobelia  in  a  low  stage  of  typhus  fever  would,  with  more  appar- 
ent certainty,  hasten  the  death  of  a  patient,  than  would  an  infinitesimal  dose  of 
sulphur  or  charcoal,  it  is  equally  true  that  sins  of  omUtion  are  oilen  as  great  as 
sins  of  commission.  The  whole  group  of  quackery  and  imposition  of  this  char- 
acter is  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  medical  profession,  and  the  welfare  of 
the  public ;  and  every  member  of  our  profession,  who  wishes  to  advance  the 
interests  of  science  and  benefit  his  fellow-men,  should  at  once  and  forever  aban- 
don all  professional  intercourse  with  those  who  make  any  pretensions  to  a  spe- 
eial  system  of  practice,  avoiding  with  equal  scrupulousness  the  natural  bone- 
setter,  the  believer  in  the  senseless  doctrine  **  similia  similibus  eurantwr"  the 
dealer  in  lobelia,  et  id  omne  genus. 

Very  nearly  allied  to  this  subject  is  the  practice  of  many  of  our  highly  res- 
pectable physicians  of  giving  their  names  in  recommendation  of  a  nostrum 
possessing  very  little  intrinsic  merit,  and  altogether  inferior,  as  a  medicinal 
agent,  to  the  every-day  pre;}Cription8  of  an  intelligent  physician,  and  which  is 
in  the  highest  degree  reprehensible.  For  example,  take  the  composition  called 
<*  Cherry  Pectoral,"  the  advertisement  of  which  is  accompanied  by  a  plate  rep- 
resenting chemical  utensils  almost  sufficient  for  a  full  exposition  of  the  science 
of  chemistry,  and  by  a  long  list  of  names  of  distinguished  professional  men.* 

They  recommend  a  mixture  of  Morphine,  Blood  Root,  Ipecac,  Antimony, 
and  Sirup  of  Black  Cherry,  "  protected  by  law  from  counterfeits,"  with  the  fact 
fully  before  them,  that  this  compound  can  not  be  beneficial  or  even  safe,  in  a// 
stages  of  any  particular  disease. 

Still  more  reprehensible,  if  possible,  is  the  practice  of  advising  our  patients 
to  use  the  various  nostrums  which  are  at  the  present  day  so  profusely  palmed 
upon  the  public.  The  aid  of  intelligent  and  honest  members  of  our  profession 
should  not  be  rendered  to  increase  the  wealth  of  those  engaged  in  the  manufac* 
ture  of  nostrums. 

Intelligent  physicians  should  carefully  investigate  every  case  of  disease  which 
comes  under  their  observation ;  and  if  they  understand  the  diagnosis  and  pa- 
thology, and  are  not  grossly  deficient  in  their  knowledge  of  materia  medica, 
they  will  be  successful  in  the  treatment.  If  they  are  too  indolent  to  investigate 
the  character  of  the  disease,  or  incapable  of  prescribing  a  judicious  course  of 


•The  recommendation  of  "  Ayres'  Cherry  Pectoral"  to  which  Professor  Silli- 
man*s  name  is  attached,  is  a  forgery.  He  says  *'  I  positively  refused  to  recom- 
mend it,  or  to  give  him  leave  in  any  way  to  use  my  name.*'  It  is  believed  that 
many  of  the  other  similar  recommendations  are  forgeries. 
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treatment,  it  is  their  doty  to  admit  the  truth,  instead  of  recommending  "  quack 
medicines.**  Is  it  not  apparent  that  indolence,  self-interest,  and  a  desire  to 
retain  the  patronage  of  employers,  lie  at  the  root  of  this  evil  ? 

Yonr  committee  reluctantly  allude  to  the  course  pursued  by  a  portion  of  a 
highly  respectable  class  of  our  citizens  in  relation  to  the  interests  of  the  medi- 
cal profession.  It  is  well  known  that  the  clergymen  throughout  the  country 
have,  from  time  immemorial,  received  the  gratuitous  services  of  our  profession. 
And  these  services  have  been  cheerfully  rendered.  It  is  admitted  that  there 
have  been  some  exceptions  to  the  application  of  this  rule;  where  for  example, 
the  clergyman  received  a  liberal  salary,  and  his  pecuniary  circumstances  ren- 
dered him  abundantly  able  to  remunerate  his  family  physician.  With  these 
few  exceptions,  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  have  spent  a  great 
amount  of  their  valuable  time  in  administering  to  the  necessities  of  their  pas- 
tors and  their  pastors'  families.  How  have  these  kind  services  been  reciprocated  ? 
Not  by  a  careful  attention  to  the  merits  of  the  science  of  medicine,  (  which  has 
stood  the  test  of  ages,  and  which  will  stand,  when  the  nostrums  and  *'  isms"  of 
the  age  in  which  we  live  shall  be  remembered  only  as  **  things  that  were,"  )  not 
by  a  eoorse  of  conduct  that  would  inspire  confidence  in  a  system  of  practice  with 
which  a  eareful  observer  would  be  favorably  impressed ;  but  by  credulously 
adopting  the  visionary  notions  of  disappointed  and  disaffected  individuals,  who, 
either  from  the  want  of  ability  to  understand  the  principles  of  our  profession,  or  of 
judgment  to  apply  them,  have  become  the  advocates  of  Homeopathy,  Thomp- 
sonisni.  Mesmerism,  or  some  other  equally  ridiculous  and  senseless  chimera. 
Oars  is  a  benevolent,  self-sacrificing,  and  to  some  extent,  a  thankless  profes- 
sion; and  in  proof  of  the  last  assertion,  we  have  only  to  refer  to  that  portion 
of  the  clergy  alluded  to.  Of  this  class,  one,  who  has  partaken  of  the  hospital- 
ities of  some  of  our  members,  as  well  as  of  the  religious  community  to  a  wide 
extent,  on  account  of  the  work  of  benevolence  in  which  he  was  engaged,  has 
Dot  only  abused  our  confidence,  but  descended  to  vending  the  sirup  of  "  Rock 
Rose  and  Sarsaparilla,"  and  so  far  as  his  influence  extends  has  dragged  down 
with  him  in  his  descent  the  sacred  cause  of  religious  benevolence,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  gain,  rather  than  of  godliness.  And  that  he  may  the  more  effectually 
secure  for  it  an  extensive  sale,  he  has,  in  a  manner  altogether  inconsistent  with 
the  character  of  a  religious  teacher,  penetrated  the  sanctuary  of  the  dead,  and 
perverted  the  true  meaning  of  living  testimonial.  Several  highly  respectable 
physicians  have  expressed  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  use  of  Rock  Rose,  uncom- 
bined  with  other  articles,  and  these  opinions  have  been  used  for  the  recom- 
mendation  of  a  mixture,  the  composition  of  which  is  not  known  by  those 
whose  names  and  influence  have  been  thus  employed. 

Tour  committee  will  not  be  considered  as  **  traveling  out  of  the  record" 
while  they  speak  in  terms  of  disapprobation  of  the  collusion  which  too  frequent- 
ly exists  between  the  physician  and  the  apothecary.  Instances  have  occurred 
where  the  apothecary  has  exerted  an  influence  for  a  particular  member  of  the 
medical  profession,  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  others  equally  meritorious, 
because  he  lias  received  the  prescriptions  of  his  friend :  and  for  that  favor  he 
has  paid  a  liberal  per  centage. 

An  honorable  and  laudable  desire  to  promote  the  respectability  of  the  medi- 
cal profession  and  of  apothecaries,  should  be  arrayed  against  a  practice  so  dis- 
honorable to  the  parties  thus  oombined  to  promote  their  own  pecuniary  inter* 
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ests.  The  practice  of  medicine  and  the  art  of  dispensing  it,  should  not  be  con- 
verted Into  a  mere  trade,  of  which  the  governing  principle  is  to  make  the  most 
of  the  business,  at  the  expense  of  more  honest  and  conscientious  associates. 

Those  who  pursue  a  course  of  this  kind  may,  and  oden  do  succeed  in  accom- 
plishing the  object  in  view.  The  eye  of  the  public  may  fail  to  detect  the  ini- 
quity ;  but  their  honorable  brethren  will  mark  them  with  unmistakable  disap- 
probation. 

As  has  been  already  intimated,  a  high  sense  of  moral  obligation  should  be 
sufficient  to  induce  every  member  of  our  profession  to  act  so  as  best  to  promote 
the  interests  of  all. 

The  prosperity,  and  to  a  great  extent  the  usefulness  of  our  profession,  is  de- 
pendent upon  the  action  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  it;  and  as  motives  which 
originate  in  selfishness  will  sometimes  induce  individuals  to  deviate  from  the 
course  which  the  moral  sense  dictates,  a  system  of  ethics  has  been  adopted, 
which  should  in  all  cases  guide  and  restrain  the  wavering.  It  would  seem  to 
be  wholly  unnecessary  to  remind  the  members  of  our  liberal  and  honorable 
profession  of  the  propriety  of  obeying  the  suggestions  of  the  moral  sense ;  but 
inasmuch  as  there  is  a  proncness  to  disregard  the  "  higher  law,"  we  have  a 
written  code  of  medical  ethics  so  plain  that  **  he  who  runs  may  read." 

The  attention  of  your  committee  has  also  been  directed  to  the  question  of 
remuneration  for  services,  as  a  branch  of  medical  ethics,  affecting  both  the 
physician  and  his  employer.  When  we  take  into  view  the  expense  of  acquir- 
ing a  medical  education,  and  the  demands  for  the  sacrifice  of  time  and  services 
that  are  consequent  on  the  practice  of  medicine,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
tariff  of  charges  usually  adopted  by  physicians  in  this  state  is  very  low.  It  is 
believed  that  industrious  mechanics  as  a  class,  with  little  expense  in  learning 
a  trade,  a  total  exemption  from  the  watchings,  cares,  and  mental  disquiet  of  a 
professional  life,  with  comparatively  small  sacrifice  of  time,  or  talents,  in  car- 
rying on  the  great  moral,  educational,  and  benevolent  movements  of  the  age, 
accumulate  a  much  larger  amount  of  property  than  is  usually  the  portion  of 
physicians  practicing  in  the  same  neighborhood. 

With  the  demand  for  labor,  the  cheapness  of  land,  and  the  abundance  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  the  calls  on  our  profession  for  gratuitous  services  ought 
to  be  few,  much  fewer  than  they  are.  Medical  men  should  place  a  higher  val- 
ue on  their  labors.  Although  there  are  confessedly  many  calls  for  the  exercise 
of  unquestioned  benevolence,  yet  the  man  who  is  able  to  purchase  what  with 
us  are  considered  the  necessaries  of  life,  might  and  should  pay  something  to 
compensate  the  physician,  who  has  devoted  his  time,  and  skill,  and  anxious 
care,  for  the  recovery  from  sickness  of  himself  or  family.  There  is,  for  this,  a 
moral  obligation  resting  on  the  patient  which,  if  he  can,  he  ought  to  discharge ; 
and  his  morals  are  vitiated,  if  through  his  own  or  his  physician's  neglect,  it  fails 
to  be  done. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  this  question  of /res  suggested  by  the  practice  of 
those  physicians  who  descend  to  the  trick  of  undercharging  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  patronage.  Such  unprofessional  conduct  affects  the  dignity  and  honor 
of  the  profession,  and  demands  the  severest  reprehension.  It  destroys  the  self- 
respect  of  the  delinquent,  and  consequently  disqualifies  him  for  honorable 
membership.  It  undermines  the  foundation  of  all  fraternal  confidence  and 
intercourse,  and  would,  if  generally  adopted,  degrade  the  profession  to  the  low 
level  of  the  jockey  and  sharper. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  thorough  academical  and  medical  education)  which 
is  novr  required,  will  tend  to  exclude  from  the  profession  such  persons  as  might 
be  disposed  to  degrade  its  majesty  and  divert  its  high  honors  to  the  purposes 
of  craft  and  trickery,  such  as  should  be  named  only  as  belonging  to  empirics 
and  charlatans. 

If  it  is  true  in  politics,  it  should  not  be  in  the  medical  profession,  that "  every 
man  has  his  price.*' 

ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  Chairman. 

Note. — As  no  opportunity  presented  to  confer  with  Dr.  Beckwith,  (one  of  the 
committee,)  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Convention,  he  submitted  the  fol- 
ing  report. 


APPENDIX    E. 

71u  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  tukject  of  Medical  Ethics,  further 

Report : 

That  great  progress  has  been  made  in  this  department  of  our  profession  with- 
in the  last  half-century.  In  reviewing  the  history  of  our  profession,  we  find  no 
well  defined  system  of  medical  police,  nor  code  of  Medical  Ethics,  before  the 
establishment  of  Medical  Schools,  and  the  organization  of  Medical  Societies. 

The  wants  of  the  community  were  found  to  demand  a  more  enlightened  and 
better  educated  class  of  practitioners,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  times  and 
ro  sustain  it:«elf  among  the  liberal  professions  of  the  day.  Theological  and  Law 
Schools  were  becoming  established  and  the  manifcet  improvement  of  the  cler- 
ical and  legal  professions  from  the  accession  of  a  class  of  educated  men,  gave 
an  impetus  to  our  profession  which  has  conduced  to  elevate  its  character  and 
I^ace  it  among  the  liberal  professions  in  all  countries. 

When  the  profession  began  its  new  and  higher  range  of  thought  and  destiny, 
and  to  investigate  the  immense  fields  of  natural  history  and  the  unexplored 
depths  of  science  which  were  placed  within  the  legitimate  sphere  of  its  re- 
search ;  and  the  vast  regions  of  the  animal,  material  and  vegetable  kingdoms 
were  given  up  to  it»  not  as  they  are  yielded  to  the  naturalist,  for  classification 
and  investigation  merely,  but  as  the  means  of  sustaining  human  life  and  de- 
fending it  from  the  attacks  of  the  destroyer ;  a  host  of  remedies  were  thus 
brought  into  the  service  of  the  profession  hitherto  unknown  and  of  course 
unappreciated  and  lost  to  the  world.  With  the  commencement  of  medical 
organizations,  which  can  have  existed  but  about  half  a  century,  and  the  com- 
mencement of  a  course  of  medical  instruction  in  the  several  departments  of  our 
profeseioo,  must  be  attributable  the  origin  and  adoption  of  that  code  of  medi- 
cal ethics  and  police  which  is  now  found  to  hold  a  prominent  place  in  the 
organization  of  every  well  regulated  medical  society.  A  well  defined  system 
which  prescribes  the  rules  of  intercourse,  the  honorable  bearing  which  the 
members  of  the  society  are  to  render  toward  each  other — the  respect  due  to 
aeniority  in  the  profession — the  regulation  of  medical  charges — tlie  subjects  of 
medical  benevolence,  and  the  whole  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  profes- 
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sion  to  eaob  other  and  to  the  public.  With  their  rules  yoti  are  familiar.  They 
proceed  upon  that  great  principle  of  universal  application,  "  Do  unto  others  as 
70U  wish  them  to  do  unto  you." 

Fifty  years  since  and  the  hardy  sons  of  Esculapius  were  keroic  not  only  in 
their  treatment  of  diseases,  but  in  their  treatment  of  each  other.  The  prac- 
titioner who  relied  upon  the  lancet,  who  could  venture  to  abstract  the  largest 
quantity  of  blood  or  subdue  disease  by  the  most  potent  remedies,  was  deemed 
the  tafer  man,  for  he  was  a  man  of  undoubted  courage,  and  toward  his  rival, 
if  there  was  of  necessity  any  collision  of  interest,  (with  some  honorable  excep- 
tions,) he  pursued  an  unrelenting  warfare ;  and  he  who  could  not  assume  this 
"warlike  attitude  and  even  carry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  camp,  was  often 
regarded  as  too  tame  a  man  to  be  deserving  of  the  confidence  of  the  public. 
This  warfare  was  not  confined  to  the  rival  practitioner,  but  to  all  his  remedies, 
and  he  needed  no  other  incentive  but  to  be  told  that  his  rival  had  prescribed 
a  certain  remedy,  to  avoid  it  himself.  His  rivalry  and  embittered  feelings 
involved  the  whole  community— in  many,  in  other  respects  quiet  places  in  the 
country,  it  was  almost  the  only  excitement  which  agitated  the  community — 
and  in  this  they  gloried,  preferring  rather  to  die  in  the  manly  defense  of  the 
practice,  or  the  remedies  of  their  family  physician,  than  to  trust  the  efficacy  of 
the  remedies  of  more  successful  rival  practitioners.  Hence  the  quarrels  of 
medical  men  became  proverbial  and  thence  the  origin  of  that  significant  prov- 
erb "  who  shall  decide  when  doctors  disagree  ?" 

But  a  better  day  has  dawned  upon  the  medical  profession,  when  kindness 
and  good  ofiices  to  each  other  are  passports  to  eminence  in  the  profession ;  when 
there  is  a  generous  emulation  to  excel  in  manifestations  of  kindness  and  benev- 
olence to  one  another — ^to  defend  our  common  profession  which  we  so  much 
love,  from  the  attacks  of  the  destroyer  and  the  malevolent ;  and  to  lay  its  founda- 
tion broad  and  deep  upon  a  superstructure  more  enduring  than  earth  itself, 
and  on  it  erect  a  lofty  monument  to  our  common  '*  friendship  and  our  beloved 
profession."  The  demonstrations  of  these  social  tendencies  have  been  more 
emphatically  proclaimed  and  more  largely  exemplified  in  the  associations  of 
the  county,  the  state,  and  the  nation,  within  the  last  fifty  years,  and  are  con- 
stantly being  developed,  exhibiting  the  larger  resources  of  medical  men  and 
the  influence  which  they  exert  in  sustaining  the  social  fabric  of  our  republican 
institutions ;  bringing  together  the  north  and  the  south,  with  the  east  and  the 
west,  in  one  common  and  harmonious  union;  the  varied  interests  and  the  con- 
centrated influences  of  the  profession,  making  a  concentration  more  efifec- 
live  and  more  reliable  than  the  mightiest  combination  of  military  force  in  sus- 
taining and  perpetuating  the  common  blessings  of  liberty  and  life,  which  are 
unappreciated  because  they  are  common. 

But  even  in  this  enlightened  age,  with  the  intense  light  which  has  been  poured 
upon  the  nineteenth  century,  there  are  still  difficulties  to  be  encountered  and 
obstacles  to  be  removed.  In  our  age  and  times  there  is  constantly  being  ex- 
hibited some  new  form  of  delusion,  commending  itself  by  its  boldness  and 
assumption  of  claims  to  the  confidence  of  the  public,  or  from  some  imaginary 
or  pretended  efficiency  and  efiicacy  to  which  it  has  no  legitimate  claim,  no 
matter  how  absurd  or  visionary  the  dogma.  There  are  found  men  whom  we 
regard  as  honcrabU  and  who  occupy  the  high  places  of  honor  and  trust  in  the 
land,  or  who  minister  at  the  altar  of  religion,  thus  prostituting  the  high  places 
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vhieb  they  oocupj  to  yield  &  borrowed  Inster  to  mere  popular  delusion.  It 
often  becomes  a  grave  question  in  our  police  what  course  should  the  profession 
parsue  in  regard  to  such  deluded  individuals.  We  answer,  that  they  are  to 
receive  from  us  such  a  course  of  gentlemanly  treatment  as  shall  convince  them 
that  we  are  honest  and  united  in  maintaining  the  landmarks  of  the  profession — 
that  we  can  not  without  manifest  injustice  to  our  profession  and  to  our  con- 
▼ictioas  of  duty,  meet  in  grave  consultation  over  the  life  of  a  friend  an  individ- 
ual of  one  idea,  who  professes  to  restore  to  health  and  perhaps  from  the  verge 
of  the  grave,  to  life  by  the  agency  of  a  tingle  remedy,  or  who  believes  the 
absurd  dogma  that  the  less  quantity  the  greater  effect,  or  the  thousand  other 
delusions  of  the  day  equally  absurd.  The  duty  of  the  profession  is  plainly 
marked  out  in  our  course  of  medical  ethics  but  the  public  require  these  motives 
should  be  given  to  them.  Knowledge  should  be  imparted  to  the  non-profes- 
■ioaa]  of  the  varied  nature  of  our  remedies,  that  they  operate  upon  the  known 
and  regular  laws  which  govern  the  animal  economy,  and  can  in  most  instan- 
ces be  relied  upon  as  standing  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect.  Exhibit  the 
imm^ise  advantage  which  the  learned  and  scientiffc  practitioner  possesses  over 
the  ignorant  and  unlearned. 

laet  the  village  lyceum  and  the  printing-press  impart  stores  of  knowledge  to 
Che  people.  Let  well  directed  common  sense  and  sound  logic,  expose  the  dan- 
gers of  a  system  which  has  no  adaptation  to  the  thousand  phases  of  disease. 

Then  the  regular  practice  of  medicine  would  be  honored  and  respected ;  the 
devoted  and  self-sacrificing  servant  of  the  profession,  worn  out  by  days  of  trial 
and  nights  of  watching,  ( the  stem  necessities  of  his  profession)  be  exalted  in 
the  public  estimation,  and  be  regarded  by  the  world  as  the  most  useful  of  pub- 
lic benefactors. 

The  subject  of  quackery  and  the  servility  of  grave  legislators,  and  even  the 
sacred  ministrations  of  another  profession  almost  too  sacred  to  be  subjects  of 
onr  animadversion,  have  been  so  ably  and  so  fully  presented  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  we  refrain  from  making  them  the  subjects  of  further  con- 
sideration. 

But  I  would  make  some  honorable  exceptions  to  such  members  of  the  legal 
profession  as  have  preserved  unsullied  the  purity  of  the  judicial  ermine,  and 
also  to  those  members  of  the  clerical  profession,  who,  in  addition  to  the  salu- 
tary influence  which  they  exert  in  the  cause  of  their  master,  have  sustained 
and  supported  the  system  of  legitimate  medicine  which  has  been  the  safeguard 
of  their  fathers. 

When  those  of  this  class,  who  are  poor  and  needy,  call  for  medical  aid,  let 
them  receive  the  gratuitous  services  of  our  profession,  for  they  are  entitled 
to  it  from  the  example  of  the  fathers  of  medicine. 

There  are  other  subjects  of  medical  benevolence — ^the  families  of  our  de- 
ceased brethren,  many  of  whom  have  fallen  prematurely  by  exposure  to  '*  the 
pestilence  which  walketh  darkness  or  the  destruction  which  wasteth  at  noon- 
day." They  are  most  unequivocally  entitled  to  professional  care  and  gra- 
tuitous services — a  claim  paramount  to  pecuniary  remuneration,  for  the  un- 
canceled debt  due  to  the  deceased  parent,  is  payable  to  the  living  heir. 

There  is  another  class,  the  poor,  who  were  left  in  charge  to  the  profession  by 
him  who  bequeathed  them  to  his  followers  and  the  profession  to  be  cared  for, 
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and  watched  over  for  their  love  to  him  and  onr  condition  of  future  bliss.    Let 
no  one  proT^  recreant  to  the  sacred  trust. 

Our  police  also  prescribes  that  those  whose  days  are  devoted  to  science,  or 
who  are  connected  with  any  of  the  great  missions  of  benevolence  of  the  day, 
destitute  of  the  means  of  pecuniary  remuneration  without  inconvenience  to  them- 
selves, should  receive  gratuitous  aid  so  delicately  bestowed  as  not  to  place  them 
ander  obligations  to  us,  but  to  the  liberal  rules  of  an  excellent  police  which 
gives  encouragement  to  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  all  the  votaries  of  learning 
wherever  they  may  be  found — the  benevolent  patron  of  all  that  is  good,  great, 
and  virtuous.  But  it  is  not  our  province  to  dwell  upon  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  our  excellent  system  of  police  and  ethics,  which  may  be  found  well  laid 
down  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
tion. 


REPORT 

.OF    THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  MEDICAL  EDUCATION, 

APPOINTED  BY  THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCUTION. 
BY  WORTHINGTON  HOOKER,  M.  D. 

FKOM  TBS  TBAMSACTIOnS  OF  THE  AHHKICAlf  UXDICAL  ASSOCIATION.      BS-PUBLISHXD 

BT  TOTB   OF   THE   CONN.   ICBDICAL  SOCIKTY. 

One  of  the  great  objects  of  this  Association  is  to  raise  the  standard  of  educa- 
tion and  attainment  in  the  medical  profession  in  this  country.  It  was,  indeed, 
the  desire  to  promote  this  object,  awakened  in  many  different  minds  in  our  pro- 
fession, that  gave  birth  to  the  Association,  and  that  has  imparted  to  it  its  chief 
interest.  Accordingly,  much  attention  has  been  paid  to  this  subject,  both  by 
committees  and  by  individuals,  and  it  has  famished  the  principal  topics  for 
discussion  at  our  annual  meetings.  The  committees  have  collected  for  us  a 
mass  of  facts,  and  the  discussions  have  elicited  the  opinions  of  medical  men 
iVom  all  parts  of  our  Union ;  and  yet,  as  your  committee  believe,  we  are  only 
at  the  threshold  of  an  investigation  which  is  destined  to  effect  a  thorough 
change  in  the  character  and  prospects  of  the  medical  profession  in  this  country. 

Thus  far,  only  parts  of  the  broad  field  presented  by  this  subject  have  been 
explored,  and  that  separately.  Much  stress  has  been  laid,  by  different  minds, 
upon  different  measures  which  have  been  proposed,  and  the  merits  of  each 
have  been  earnestly  urged  by  its  advocates.  A  candid  view  of  the  subject  as 
m  whole,  we  think,  will  show  that  there  is  no  one  measure,  or  set  of  measures, 
that  can  raise  the  standard  of  medical  education,  but  that  this  must  be  done  by 
an  extensive  and  varied  combination  of  measures.  And  it  is  such  a  view  of 
this  subject  that  we  design  to  present  in  this  report,  as  clearly  and  concisely  as 
we  can,  to  the  Association. 

It  is  a  fact  so  palpable  that  few  are  disposed  to  question  it,  that  the  general 
standard  of  education  and  attainment  is  much  lower  in  the  medical  than  it  is 
in  the  other  professions.  The  evidences  of  this  fact  it  is  not  necessary  to  dwell 
upon  now,  as  they  will  appear  in  the  course  of  the  exposition  which  we  pro- 
pose. An  inquiry  into  its  causes,  by  revealing  to  us  the  difficulties  to  be  over- 
come, will  show  us  what  measures  are  necessary  to  promote  the  reform  at 
which  we  aim.  Such  an  inquiry  really  needs  more  space  than  is  afforded  by 
the  limits  of  a  report ;  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to  condense  our  remarks  upon 
some  portions  of  the  subject  which  merit  a  full  discussion. 
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In  examining  the  causes  of  the  low  state  of  education  in  our  profession,  we 
shall  find  that  they  have  an  influence  upon  each  other  which  makes  it  difficult 
to  discover  their  relative  importance.  We  shall  also  find  that  some  causes 
which  have  hitherto  in  a  great  measure  escaped  observation,  exert  more  influ- 
ence than  those  which  have  attracted  the  most  attention ;  and  that  in  regard  to 
some  of  these  latter,  it  is  true  that  they  are  results  produced  by  causes  which, 
because  they  lie  farther  back,  have  passed  unnoticed.  Let  us  then  look  at  the 
difierent  classes  of  these  causes,  so  that  we  may  place  a  due  estimate  upon  each, 
and  give  to  them  all  their  just  relative  position. 

We  invite  your  attention,  first,  to  those  causes  which  we  find  in  the  existing 
modes  of  conducting  medical  education. 

The  defects  and  abuses  which  these  modes  present  have  some  of  them  been 
freely  commented  upon  in  previous  reports.  But  some  which  we  deem  to  be 
of  great  importance  have  as  yet  not  been  noticed  at  all,  or  have  been  barely 
hinted  at  incidentally.  In  our  exposition  of  these  defects  and  abuses,  we  shall 
point  out,  as  we  proceed,  their  appropriate  remedies. 

The  deficient  preliminary  education  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  medical  stu- 
dents In  this  country  has  been  enlarged  upon  so  fully  in  previous  reports,  and 
the  importance  of  a  change  in  this  respect  has  been  so  universally  acknowl- 
edged, and  so  forcibly  impressed,  that  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  enter  upon 
any  extended  examination  of  this  subject.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
the  action  of  the  Association  on  this  subject  be  f\illy  sustained,  and  that  its 
recommendations  should  be  carried  into  efiect  as  rapidly  as  the  various  condi- 
tions of  the  difierent  portions  of  our  country  will  permit.  The  laxness  of  prac- 
tice which  prevails  in  regard  to  the  preliminary  training  of  medical  students  is 
one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  in  the  way  of  raising  the  standard  of  education  and 
attainment  in  the  profession.  One  practice,  which  we  believe  is  followed  in 
nearly  all  our  medical  schools,  has  a  peculiarly  bad  influence.  We  refer  to  the 
fact  that  all  students  are  placed  upon  the  same  level  in  regard  to  the  length  of 
their  required  term  of  study  before  they  can  be  candidates  for  a  degree.  There 
certainly  should  be  a  distinction  made  in  this  respect  between  those  who  have 
had  a  deficient  preliminary  education,  and  those  who  have  graduated  at  some 
literary  institution,  or  who  have  in  some  other  way  duly  prepared  themselves 
for  the  study  of  medicine.  Such  a  distinction  is  absolutely  necessary  to  a 
proper  recognition  of  the  importance  of  a  suitable  preliminary  education,  and 
we  therefore  recommend  that  it  be  adopted  at  once  by  all  our  medical  schools. 

With  these  few  remarks,  we  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  defects  which 
we  find  in  that  part  of  the  education  of  the  American  practitioner  which  is 
strictly  medical. 

How,  let  us  inquire,  are  most  students  of  medicine  educated  in  this  country? 
Eight  months  in  the  year  they  read  medicine,  as  it  is  termed,  in  some  physi- 
cian's office,  and  the  remaining  four  months  they  hear  from  four  to  seven  lec- 
tures daily,  at  the  same  time  attending  upon  the  practice  of  a  hospital  if  there 
be  one  in  connection  with  the  school,  and  practicing  dissection  if  they  incline 
to  do  it.  As  most  physicians  are  not  accustomed  to  teach,  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  students  simply  read  medicine  under  the  direction  of  their  preceptors, 
and  so  far  from  being  the  subjects  of  any  rigid  training  in  their  studies,  they 
are  merely  told  what  books  to  read,  and  their  inquiries  are  answered  whenever 
they  chance  to  make  any.    And  when  they  come  to  attend  lectures,  there  is 
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nothing  like  recitation*  or,  if  there  be  an  examination  of  the  students  on  each 
previous  lectore,  eo  little  time  is  given  to  the  exercise  that  it  is  of  little  value. 
The  student,  then,  neither  while  attending  lectures,  nor  while  in  his  preceptor's 
office,  is  encouraged  in  anything  like  faithful  and  rigid  study.  Besides,  there  is 
no  proper  gradation  in  the  instruction  which  he  receives.  There  is  no  due  prep- 
•ration  in  the  study  of  one  department  for  the  study  of  another ;  but  all  is 
acquired  in  a  very  loose  and  confused  manner.  This  state  of  things,  it  is  true, 
is  obviated  in  a  measure  by  the  private  schools  for  teaching  medicine  which 
are  in  operation  in  our  cities.  But  comparatively  few,  however,  avail  them- 
selves of  the  benefits  of  these  schools,  and  most  students  are  trained  in  the  very 
lax  mode  which  we  have  indicated. 

In  the  study  of  every  science,  an  active  reception  of  knowledge  should  be 
encouraged  in  preference  to  a  passive  reception  of  it.  But  in  the  study  of 
medicine,  as  generally  pursued,  the  latter  is  encouraged  in  preference  to  the 
former.  The  mode  of  study  during  eight  months  of  the  year  ordinarily  invites 
to  a  listless  and  careless  state  of  mind,  and  in  the  four  remaining  months  the 
student's  mind  is  subjected  to  such  a  crowd  and  pressure  of  instruction  that  its 
powers  are  wearied  out,  and  almost  paralyzed.  The  memory  is  taxed  to  the 
ntmost,  and  there  is  little  time  for  the  exercise  of  the  reflecting  and  reasoning 
powers.  Such  a  mass  of  ill-digested  knowledge,  of  course,  in  a  short  time  pro- 
duces satiety,  and  unfits  the  mind  for  anything  like  active  exertion.  Even  if 
the  student  has,  during  the  previous  months  spent  in  his  preceptor's  office,  pur- 
sued his  studies  vigorously  and  systematically,  his  habits  are  entirely  broken 
np  by  this  passive  and  confused  reception  of  such  amounts  of  instruction ;  and, 
as  he  has  little  time  to  engage  in  that  critical  examination  of  subjects  to  which 
he  has  accustomed  himself,  he  soon  loses  the  habit  of  doing  so,  and  loses  with 
it  some  of  that  mental  vigor  which  can  be  preserved  and  increased  only  by 
active  exercise. 

Great  importance  is  commonly  attached  to  the  amount  of  knowledge  com- 
municated in  lectures ;  and  much  has  been  said  of  the  necessity  of  going  over 
the  w^hole  ground  in  each  branch  of  the  science.  In  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  usefulness  of  lectures  depends  not  so  much  upon  the  quantity  of 
instruction  given,  as  it  does  upon  the  habits  of  mind  which  the  lecturer  imparts 
to  his  auditors.  If  he  infuses  into  their  minds  a  spirit  of  critical  investigation 
and  accurate  observation,  even  though  he  leave  much  of  his  range  of  subjects 
untouched,  he  will  do  more  toward  making  them  successful  both  in  studying 
the  science  and  in  practicing  the  art  of  medicine,  than  he  would  if  he  should 
make  them  the  passive  recipients  of  all  the  knowledge  which  his  branch  in- 
cludes. 

Applying  the  principles  which  we  have  indicated  to  the  question  in  regard 
to  the  length  of  the  lecture  term,  which  has  been  so  oAen  and  so  fully  discussed, 
your  committee  would  say  that,  if  in  lengthening  the  term  from  four  to  six 
months  it  is  intended  that  an  addition  be  made  to  the  amount  of  instruction 
corresponding  with  the  addition  of  time,  the  change  will  do  harm.  Four 
months  is  a  period  quite  long  enough  for  the  student's  mind  to  be  made  the  pas- 
sive recipient  of  such  an  abundance  of  knowledge.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
no  addition  to  the  amount  of  instruction  be  contemplated,  and  the  added  time 
is  to  be  employed  in  an  active  exercise  of  the  mind  of  the  student  by  examina- 
tion on  what  he  hears,  then  the  change  is  a  very  valuable  one.  It  will  do  much 
toward  correcting  the  loose  habits  of  thought  and  study  which  the  present 
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mode  of  instruction  in  this  country  has  so  strong  a  tendency  to  induce  in  the 
mind  of  the  medical  student. 

The  lecture  system  of  our  medical  schools  differs  very  widely  from  that  of  the 
other  professions.  In  the  schools  of  law  and  theology  there  are  commonly  giv- 
en only  two  lectures  daily,  while  in  the  schools  of  medicine  we  have  from  four 
to  six,  or  even  seven.  There  is  some  ground,  it  is  true,  for  the  difference,  be- 
cause so  large  a  portion  of  medical  lectures  is  descriptive,  and  the  mental  pow- 
ers of  the  audience  are  not,  therefore,  so  severely  taxed  as  in  lectures  upon  law 
and  theology.  But  still  the  difference  is  far  greater  than  it  should  be.  There 
is  an  important  difference,  also,  in  another  respect.  In  medicine  lecturing  and 
te€u;hing  (in  the  strict  sense  of  this  last  term)  are  for  the  most  part  separated ; 
but  in  law  and  theology  the  two  offices  are  combined. 

Although,  for  obvious  reasons,  we  can  not  adopt  the  plan  pursued  in  the  other 
professions  in  full,  yet  there  should  be  some  approach  to  it.  Lecturing  and 
teaching  should,  to  a  great  extent,  be  combined.  Every  lecture  should  be  made 
the  subject  of  strict  examination  at  each  succeeding  lecture,  and  the  whole 
class  should  be  required  to  submit  to  this  examination.  We  need  not  enlarge 
upon  the  benefits  which  would  result  from  such  a  course.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  it  is. absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  insure  in  the  case  of  most  students 
that  active  reception  of  knowledge  which  alone  can  make  it  practically  their 
own.  And  even  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  disposed  to  be  diligent,  the  ad- 
vantages of  such  a  course  would  be  very  great. 

It  may  be  objected  that,  when  the  class  is  very  large,  it  would  be  exceedingly 
inconvenient  to  execute  the  plan  which  we  propose.  So,  indeed,  it  would  be ; 
but  it  would  not  be  an  impossibility.  However  large  a  class  may  be,  the  plan 
can  be  carried  into  effect  by  dividing  the  class  into  several  portions,  which  can 
be  called  up  for  examination  at  the  will  of  the  lecturer.  Whatever  difficulties 
may  present  themselves,  and  however  great  may  be  the  labor  which  this 
measure  may  bring  upon  the  professor,  it  is  of  so  much  importance  that  it 
should  not  be  dispensed  with  in  any  case.  If  in  any  school  the  classes  be  so 
enormously  largd  that,  with  the  present  corps  of  professors,  the  plan  can  not  be 
properly  carried  out,  the  obvious  remedy  is  to  increase  the  number  of  professors, 
and  thus  divide  the  labor  still  farther  than  it  is  now  done.  If  a  class  be  large, 
it  surely  furnishes  no  excuse  for  the  neglect  of  one  of  the  most  important  means 
of  securing  to  each  member  of  it  a  thorough  education. 

This  system  of  examination  should  be  so  far  pursued,  that  something  definite 
may  be  known  of  the  relative  standing  of  the  various  members  of  the  class ; 
and  the  lecturer  should  be  able,  on  finishing  his  course,  to  select  from  the  class 
those  who  are  worthy  of  honors.  And  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  a 
system  of  honors,  with  a  regular  gradation,  similar  to  that  so  universally  em- 
ployed in  the  literary  institutions  of  our  country,  would  be  attended  with  ben- 
eficial results.  Ck>upled  with  this,  there  should  be  prizes  awarded  for  the  best 
theses  among  those  which  are  offered  by  the  graduates  at  the  examination  for 
degrees. 

It  should  be  the  object  of  the  whole  system  of  instruction  to  train  the  student 
to  that  earnest  investigation  of  truth  and  accurate  observation  of  phenomena 
which  are  so  essential  to  the  true  success  of  the  physician.  And  all  the  incen- 
tives which  are  necessary  in  such  a  training  should  be  put  into  requisition. 
But,  in  the  present  state  of  things  in  our  medical  Bchools,  these  incentives  to 
exertions  are  almost  entirely  neglected ;  and  the  only  motives  which  induce  the 
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Mndeiit  to  desire  anything  more  than  a  preparation  barely  sufficient  to  obtain 
his  degree,  are  a  sense  of  duty  and  a  love  for  science.  The  spirit  of  emulation* 
so  operatiTo  wheneyer  it  is  used,  is  seldom  appealed  to  and  the  excitement 
which  always  results  from  collision  of  mind  with  mind,  is  shut  out  from  the 
lecture  room.  Even  in  those  schools  where  examinations  are  practiced  at  all, 
so  few  of  the  students  participate  in  them,  and  so  little  time  is  devoted  to  them, 
that  they  exert  but  a  slight  influence  upon  the  class  as  a  whole,  it  is  no  won- 
der then  that  listlessness  and  inattention  mark  so  strongly  the  majority  of  the 
audiences  in  the  lecture  room. 

Bat  not  only  do  the  lecturers  in  our  schools  fail  to  discover  what  their  classes 
know  of  what  they  hear,  but  ordinarily  they  do  not  even  take  the  pains  to  as- 
certain whether  the  student  is  in  any  measure  faithful  in  his  attendance  upon 
the  lectures.  Some  plan  should  be  adopted  by  which  it  can  be  known  when 
a  staden*  frequently  absents  himself  from  the  lecture  room. 

The  same  defect  exists  in  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  our  schools,  in  regard  to  as- 
certaining the  attendance  of  the  student  at  the  hospital,  and  in  the  dissecting- 
room.  The  evidences  of  his  having  made  use  of  these  opportunities  should  be 
demanded,  and  no  degree  should  be  granted  in  any  case  where  they  are  not 
famished. 

The  question  whether  a  student  has  so  improved  his  opportunities  that  he  is 
prepared  to  practice  medicine,  and  is  therefore  entitled  to  a  degree,  is  left  to  be 
decided  entirely  by  his  final  examination.  And  yet  it  is  very  obvious,  that  if 
ihe  course  of  daily  examination  which  we  propose  were  pursued,  and  a  record 
were  kept  by  each  professor  of  the  standing  of  the  students,  as  shown  by  this 
examination,  this  would  supply  a  source  of  evidence  in  regard  to  the  qualifica- 
tions of  each  which  would  be  of  gpreat  value  in  determining  whether  he  was 
worthy  to  receive  a  degree.  With  such  a  reliable  source  of  evidence  at  our 
command,  it  certainly  is  wrong  to  rely  wholly  upon  the  evidence  derived  from 
a  short  examination  at  the  conclusion  of  the  student's  course  of  study.  And 
another  consideration  of  great  weight  is  that,  if  he  knows  that  this  daily  exam- 
ination is  to  have  a  bearing  upon  the  final  result,  ho  will  be  constantly  upon 
the  alert  lest  this  test,  so  frequently  applied,  should  find  him  wanting. 

Much  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  examinations  of 
students  for  degrees  are  conducted.  It  has  been  insisted  by  some  that  they 
ought  to  be  made  entirely  by  those  who  have  no  interest  in  the  schools,  or  in 
the  fees  which  are  paid  by  the  graduates.  Though  we  have  great  confidence 
in  the  honor  of  the  professors  in  our  schools  as  a  body  of  men,  it  is  not  to  be 
denied  that  in  some  of  the  schools  the  examinations  have  sometimes  been  a 
mere  farce,  and  men  have  been  dignified  with  the  honorable  tide  of  M.  D., 
who  are  totally  unfit  to  practice  the  medical  art.  And  this  being  the  case  with 
some  schools,  in  the  midst  of  the  rivalry  which  exists,  the  tendency  is  to  induce 
other  schools  to  relax  their  rules  in  some  measure ;  and  the  infiuence  of  this 
may  extend  even  up  to  those  which  stand  upon  the  most  firm  basis,  quite  above 
the  fluctuating  popular  influences  which  are  so  much  felt  by  schools  that  have 
not  been  long  established.  To  guard  against  such  abuses  and  such  tendencies, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  a  plan  which  has  been  long  in  operation 
m  Connecticut,  and,  we  believe,  in  some  other  States,  should  be  universally 
adopted,  viz.,  that  the  examining  board  should  be  composed  in  part  of  the 
professors  in  the  school  in  each  case,  and  in  part  of  censors  appointed  by  the 
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Medical  Society  of  the  State  in  which  the  school  is  located.  Such  a  plan  woald 
obviate  the  abuses  to  which  we  have  referred  and  would  also  create  a  common 
bond  of  interest  between  the  schools  and  the  profession  at  large.  We  will  not 
enter  into  the  details  of  this  plan,  but  wo  would  merely  suggest  that,  while  the 
whole  board  should  participate  in  the  examination,  the  degrees  should  be  grant- 
ed only  upon  a  vote  of  the  censors,  or  that  the  censors  should  have  the  power 
of  vetoing  the  vote  of  the  professors. 

If  the  examining  boards  were  thus  constituted,  and  if  the  plan  of  thorough 
daily  examination  were  adopted,  the  '*  occupation"  of  that  class  of  pbysicianSy 
familiarly  termed  grindert,  who  are  such  a  curse  to  the  medical  profession, 
would  be  gone.  There  is  no  one  fact  which  indicates  a  low  standard  of  edu- 
cation so  strongly  as  the  existence  of  such  a  class  of  men.  Their  office  is  not 
to  teach  the  student  the  science  of  medicine,  and  to  fit  him  for  the  practice  of 
the  art  of  healing,  but  simply  to  prepare  him  to  go  through  successfully  a  cer- 
tain examination,  with  the  details  of  which  they  have  become  acquainted.  The 
problem  is  to  effect  this  preparation  with  the  least  possible  amount  of  study » 
for  which  the  indolent  or  pleasure-loving  student  pays  a  suitable  fee.  It  is 
through  the  agency  of  such  instructors  that  many  a  student  is  enabled  to  obtain 
a  degree,  when  he  has  made  but  rare  visits  to  the  lecture  room. 

It  is  manifest  that,  as  the  examinations  for  degrees  are  ordinarily  conducted, 
even  when  the  professors  act  in  good  faith,  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  at- 
tainments of  the  candidate  can  not,  in  every  case,  be  secured.  With  so  short 
an  examination  as  is  required,  accident  in  the  selection  of  subjects  for  the  ex- 
amination, flippancy,  self-possession,  and  the  preparation  of  the  "  grinder," 
will  sometimes  obtain  enough  votes  in  the  faculty  to  confer  a  degree  which  is 
not  deserved.  Against  such  a  result  the  plan  of  examination  and  record  which 
we  propose  is  the  best  security.  It  is  even  better  than  a  very  thorough  and 
lengthy  final  examination  would  be. 

It  is  also  manifest  that  the  present  mode  of  conducting  examinations  for  de- 
grees permits  the  practice  of  the  grossest  abuses,  and  that  too  with  almost 
perfect  impunity.  There  is  little  opportunity  for  detection  and  exposure.  This 
being  the  case,  the  active  rivalry  existing  between  the  schools  has  introduced 
a  general  laxness  in  these  examinations,  which  has  reached,  in  some  degree, 
oven  the  best  and  most  firmly  established  institutions.  The  general  current  it 
is  not  easy  to  withstand,  and  policy  dictates  a  yielding  which  a  strict  regard  to 
honor  and  duty  is  not  always  able  to  resist. 

The  difficulty  is  made  still  worse  by  the  fact  that  the  schools  are  more  numer- 
ous than  the  necessities  of  the  community  demand.  The  inevitable  result  is 
that  there  is  a  constant  tendency  to  dishonorable  competition,  and  the  means 
which  are  sometimes  resorted  to  in  order  to  swell  the  number  of  students,  are 
often  such  as  to  bring  disgrace  upon  our  profession.  The  self-laudation  which 
is  of^n  practiced,  and  the  inducements  which  are  held  out,  resemble  too  much 
the  advertisements  and  the  tactics  of  quackery. 

Still  another  difficulty  presents  itself  in  attempting  a  reformation  of  existing 
abuses.  The  schools  are,  most  of  them,  under  the  control  of  corporations 
which  are  not  in  the  least  degree  responsible  to  the  medical  profession.  They 
are  all  independent  bodies,  and  they  pursue,  of  course,  to  a  great  extent,  their 
separate  and  individual  interests.  No  uniform  plan  or  measure  can  be  adopted, 
therefore,  except  by  common  consent.     This  we  deem  to  be  a  radical  error  in 
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tiie  o^anization  of  the  medical  schools  in  this  coantry.  They  should  be  under 
the  watch  and  care  of  the  profession.  Hiey  thould  be  itt  property.  They 
thonld  be  among  its  appliances  for  securing  to  the  community  a  body  of  well- 
educated  physicians,  and  should  therefore  be  to  some  extent  at  least,  under  its 
«OBtroL  The  teachers  in  these  schools  should  be  placed  there  by  the  profession, 
and  not  by  corporations  that  are  incapable  of  judging  of  their  qualifications. 
Such  places  of  honor  and  trust  should  be  in  the  gift  of  the  profession,  and 
should  not  be  at  the  beck  of  popular  favor.  And  no  school  should  be  estab- 
lished except  irhea  the  necessity  for  its  existence  has  been  decided  upon  by  the 
profession. 

Exactly  in  what  way  a  change  shall  be  made  which  will  effect  all  this  we 
viU  not  prescribe.  We  propose  the  whole  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Association,  and  of  the  profession ;  and  would  only  suggest  that  perhaps  the 
best  way  to  secure  so  desirable  an  object  would  be  to  have  each  school  respon- 
sible to  the  medical  socie^  of  the  State  in  which  it  is  located.  The  State  So- 
ciety also  might  decide  as  to  the  necessity  for  any  new  school  whenever  it  should 
be  proposed.  And  all  vacant  professorships  should  be  filled  by  the  profession, 
mad  one  of  the  means  of  choice  should  be  something  similar  to  the  French 
Concours,  An  end  should  be  put  to  the  getting  up  of  schools  to  gratify  private 
•mbition,  and  to  the  bestowmeat  of  professorships  by  favoritism,  or  upon  prin- 
ciples of  bargain  and  sale  for  a  certain  amount  of  pecuniary  risk  in  the  enter- 
prise. The  temple  of  our  science  ought  not  thus  to  be  made  a  house  of  mer- 
chandise. 

f  As  the  result  of  the  lax  mode  of  procedure  which  marks  the  system  of  medical 

education  in  this  country,  the  ranks  of  the  profession  are  every  where  crowded. 
Statistics  show  this  to  be  so.  For  example,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  stated 
by  Dr.  Stewart,  in  the  report  of  1S49>  there  is  one  physician  to  every  500  per- 
sons. Deducting  the  one-fourth  of  these,  who  are  attended  gratuitously  in  one 
way  and  another,  it  leaves  but  375  persons  to  each  physician ;  and  a  portion  of 
these  employ  empirics,  or  take  quack  medicines. 

But  the  profession  is  not  only  crowded,  but  a  large  proportion  of  it  is  made 
up  of  unworthy  and  ignorant  men.  So  easy  is  it  to  obtain  a  diploma,  that 
nere  adventurers  in  great  numbers  enter  the  hails  of  medical  science,  choosing 
medicine  as  a  trade,  aad  not  as  an  honorable  profession.  Such  are  eager  to 
finish  their  course  of  study  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  and  are  ready,  when 
they  have  done  so,  to  cope  with  the  most  diligent  and  accomplished  of  their 

\  compeers  in  the  strife  for  the  popular  favor  and  patronage,  having  received  the 

same  honorable  badge  with  them,  and  perhaps  at  the  same  institution.  And 
even  quacks,  while  engaged  in  the  practice  of  quackery,  have  been  known  to 
teceive  diplomas  from  institutions  whose  representatives  appear  as  delegates  in 
tbia  body. 

The  only  way  in  which  this  enormous  and  motley  influx  into  our  profession 
can  be  prevented  in  future  is  by  making  a  rigid  course  of  training  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  attainment  of  a  degree  in  all  the  schools  in  this  country.    And 

,  in  this  connexion  we  remark  that  the  objection  which  is  made  to  a  proposed 

reduction  of  lecture  fees,  that  it  will  promote  this  influx,  is  in  our  view  ground- 

r  less.     No  pecuniary  restrictions  will  be  adequate  to  prevent  the  evil;  but  our 

reliance  must  be  placed  upon  the  strictness  of  the  training  to  which  the  stu- 
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dent  should  be  subjected,  and  to  the  thoroughness  of  the  tests  which  should  be 
applied  to  decide  upon  his  fitness  for  the  responsible  duties  of  the  physician. 

Having  thus  noticed,  as  briefly  as  we  could,  the  defects  existing  in  the  sys- 
tem of  medical  education  in  this  country,  and  observed  their  iniiuenoe  upon 
the  general  standard  of  education  in  the  profession,  let  us  now  inquire  why  it 
is  that  such  defects  exist.  Though  they  are,  as  we  have  seen,  fruitful  causes 
of  evil  results,  they  are  in  themselves  results  of  still  other  causes.  Let  us  in- 
quire what  these  causes  are. 

The  chief  cause  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  science  of  medicine,  nor  in  the  pro- 
fession, but  in  an  influence  of  a  strictly  popular  character.  It  is  to  be  found 
in  the  fact  that  a  thorough  education  it  wit  at  ettential  to  tuccett  in  the  medical 
at  it  it  in  the  other  profettiont.  We  use  the  word  tucceut  of  course,  in  its  pop- 
ular sense. 

This  fact  exerts  so  great  and  so  extensive  an  influence  that  we  will  dwell  a 
little  upon  the  evidences  of  its  existence,  and  upon  the  manner  in  which  it 
operates.  '^ 

Education  in  the  physician  is  practically  despised  by  a  large  proportion  of 
the  community.  Its  evidences  are  either  disregarded,  or  if  they  be  examined 
at  all,  it  is  done  in  the  loosest  manner.  None  of  those  rigid  rules  are  applied 
which  are  so  commonly  used  in  judging  of  the  qualifications  of  men  who  are 
engaged  in  other  occupations,  even  those  of  the  most  common  character.  More 
pains  are  often  taken  by  men  of  reputed  good  sense  in  choosing  a  cook  or  a 
coachman  than  in  choosing  a  physician.  A  practitioner  of  superficial  talents 
and  small  acquirements  often  succeeds  better,  even  among  the  intelligent  and 
the  learned,  in  the  acquisition  of  business,  than  one  who  is  endowed  with  high 
talents,  and  is  possessed  of  extensive  and  hard-earned  acquirements. 

Every  professional  man  has  two  kinds  of  reputation — a  popular  reputation, 
and  a  strictly  professional  one.  In  the  professions  of  law  and  theology  these 
two  reputations  commonly  very  nearly  coincide.  But  not  so  in  medicine.  The 
physician  may  have  a  professional  reputation  of  an  exalted  character — he  may 
have  the  confidence  of  his  brethren,  not  only  as  a  man  of  talent,  but  as  a  judi- 
cious and  skillful  practitioner,  to  a  very  high  degree ;  and  yet  his  popular  repu- 
tation may  be  far  below  that  of  some  superficial  but  fashionable  physician,  or 
even  some  shallow  but  showy  pretender.  Contrasts  of  this  kind  are  to  be  seen 
in  great  abundance  among  the  practitioners  of  medicine.  But  it  is  not  so  with 
the  theological  or  with  the  legal  profession.  No  lawyer  possessed  of  small 
abilities,  and  destitute  of  the  respect  of  his  brethren,  can  have  a  high  standing 
with  the  community.  In  the  legal  profession,  strictly  professional  reputa- 
tion has  a  great  and  manifest  bearing  upon  popular  reputation.  But  it  does 
not  necessarily  in  the  medical  profession.  It  may  have  in  some  favored  lo- 
calities ;  but  generally  the  physician's  popular  reputation,  and  with  it  his  pe- 
cuniary emolument,  are  quite  independent  of  the  stand^ing  which  he  holds 
among  his  brethren.  In  our  large  cities  there  are  great  numbers  of  physicians 
experiencing  the  ret  angutta  domit  and  some  of  them  the  sufferings  of  pinching 
poverty,  who  have  an  amount  of  talent  and  good  sense  which  in  any  other 
profession  would  have  insured  them  success.  And  side  by  side  with  them  there 
are  many  of  theii'  brethren,  enjoying  a  large  practice  and  a  high  reputation 
with  the  people,  whose  talents  are  so  superficial,  and  whose  real  attainments 
are  so  limited,  that,  if  they  were  brought  to  such  tests  as  are  openly  applied  in 
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Che  practice  of  the  legal  profession,  they  would  sink  below  mediocrity  in  the 
pablic  estimation.  It  is  even  worse  than  this.  To  say  nothing  of  the  success 
of  the  undisguised  quack,  the  accomplished  and  high-minded  physician,  devo- 
ted with  his  whole  soul  to  the  interests  of  science  and  humanity,  while  he 
struggles  with  care  and  debt,  is  obliged  oden  to  look  out  from  the  loop-hole  of 
his  retreat  upon  some  plausible  pretender,  perhaps  a  renegade  from  our  own 
ranks,  surrounded  with  wealth,  and  the  favorite  not  only  of  fashion,  but  ollen 
of  intelligence  also. 

Let  us  look  now  at  the  influence  of  such  a  state  of  things  upon  the  character 
and  attainments  of  our  profession. 

The  motives  which  prompt  the  professional  man,  both  in  his  studies  and  in  ac- 
tive life,  to  lit  himself  thoroughly  for  the  performance  of  his  duties,  are  of  two 
kinds — those  which  exist  within  himself,  and  those  which  come  from  without. 
The  motives  of  the  first  class  are,  the  love  of  science,  the  sense  of  responsibil- 
ity, and  a  laudable  desire  for  true  eminence.  The  extraneous  motives  depend, 
for  the  most  part,  upon  the  condition  of  public  sentiment.  And  such  is  the 
present  state  of  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  physicians — ^so  uncertain  are 
talent  and  acquirement  to  obtain  their  due  reward,  that  both  the  medical  stu- 
dent and  the  physician  are  left  very  much  to  the  operation  of  the  first  class  of 
motives  alone.  But  even  this  is  not  the  worst  of  the  case.  The  motives  which 
come  from  without  are  not  merely  feeble  in  their  influence,  but  many  of  them 
are  powerful  for  evil.  They  are  constantly  tempting  the  medical  man  to  dis- 
regard the  higher  motives  within,  and  to  aim  at  acquiring  a  simply  popular 
reputation  irrespective  of  merit.  And  so  strong  is  the  influence  of  these  mo- 
tives, that  the  strictly  honorable  physician  maintains  his  honor  and  integrity 
only  by  a  constant  struggle  against  sore  temptation ;  and  a  large  proportion  of 
practitioners  in  good  standing  yield  more  or  less  to  the  temptation,  as  a  policy 
made  necessary,  as  they  think,  by  the  state  of  public  sentiment,  and  expend 
much  of  those  energies  which  are  all  needed  in  the  prosecution  of  the  science, 
and  in  the  care  of  the  sick,  upon  the  practice  of  arts  akin  to  those  which  se- 
cure popular  favor  and  pecuniary  reward  to  the  quack  and  Uie  pretender. 

Occasionally,  it  is  true,  the  physician  appears  to  stand  upon  an  eminence 
quite  above  the  influences  of  which  we  have  spoken.  But  this  is  seldom  seen, 
except  when  to  talents  of  a  high  order  there  are  added  favorable  circumstances 
of  an  extraneous  character.  The  remark  of  Lord  Bacon — **  He  that  is  only 
real  had  need  have  exceeding  great  parts  of  virtue,  as  the  stone  had  need  be 
rich  that  is  set  without  foil,**  is  especially  applicable  to  medical  men.  And 
no  w^here  can  the  foil  be  used  to  so  great  purpose  as  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 
Often  the  most  worthless  imitations,  the  veriest  pastes  of  empiricism,  pass  cur- 
rent as  richest  gems  of  talent  and  wisdom. 

The  tendencies  which  we  have  developed  in  the  above  remarks  exert  their 
influence  upon  the  whole  profession — ^upon  the  practitioner,  upon  the  student, 
upon  the  schools;  and  even  the  professors  are  not  upon  an  elevation  so  high 
that  it  can  not  reach  them.  The  general  standard  of  education  and  attainment 
has  received  its  character  and  complexion,  to  a  very  great  extent,  from  this 
influence. 

There  is  one  fact,  to  which  we  will  call  your  attention  in  this  connexion, 
tluit  merits  the  most  serious  consideration.  We  refer  to  the  fact  that  very  little 
of  the  educated  talent  of  this  country  finds  its  way  into  the  medical  profession 
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This  we  have  verified  hy  statistics.  Bat  a  small  proportion  of  the  graduates  of 
our  literary  institutions,  we  find,  enter  the  medical  profession,  in  comparison 
with  those  who  enter  the  professions  of  law  and  divinity.  The  statistics  upon 
which  this  statement  is  based  we  have  gathered  from  eight  colleges  in  different 
parts  of  our  country,  viz..  Harvard,  Yale,  Dartmouth,  Brown,  Princeton,  Un- 
ion, Amherst,  and  Hamilton  Colleges.  In  no  case  have  we  gone  farther  back 
than  the  year  ISOO,  because  there  were  very  few  medical  schools  in  existenco* 
before  that  period.  We  have  taken  the  triennial  catalogues  of  these  eight  col- 
leges, and,  beginning  with  the  first  year  of  the  present  century,  have  extended 
our  calculations  over  a  space  of  about  forty-five  years.  Our  statistics  include 
12,400  graduates.  Of  tJiese  934,  that  is,  only  one  in  thirteen  and  a  quarter, 
have  become  physicians;  while  3,211,  that  is,  one  in  three  and  four-fifths,  have- 
entered  the  clerical  profession.  The  exact  number  of  those  who  have  chosen 
the  profession  of  law  we  are  not  able  to  ascertain,  because  they  are  not  distin" 
gutshed  by  any  mark  from  the  other  graduates ;  but  we  are  satisfied,  from  ther 
facts  which  we  have  been  able  to  gather  on  this  point,  that  the  proportion  is 
quite  as  great  as  that  of  those  who  have  entered  the  clerical  profession.* 

The  reason  of  the  fact  which  these  statistics  establish  is  that  talent  is  not  so 
sure  of  its  reward  in  the  medical  at  it  is  in  the  other  professions.  This  explana' 
tion,  we  allow,  can  not  apply  to  the  clerical  profession  to  its  full  extent,  because 
higher  motives  than  those  of  ambition  are  made  very  prominent  in  inducing 
men  to  enter  that  profession.  But  it  certainly  does  apply  most  fully  to  the  pro- 
fession of  law  in  comparison  with  that  of  medicine. 

But  there  is  another  fact  which  at  first  view  seems  to  be  at  variance  with 
our  explanation  of  the  great  fact  developed  by  these  statistics.  We  refer  to  the 
fact,  of  which  there  is  abundance  of  proof,  that  the  medical  profession  receives 
its  full  share  of  the  uneducated  talent  of  the  country.  If  we  examine,  however, 
the  bearing  of  this  fact,  we  shall  see  that,  instead  of  its  being  inconsistent  with 
our  view  of  the  subject,  it  confirms  its  truth.  While  educated  talent  has  been 
tested,  and  has  ascertained  its  relative  standing,  perhaps  in  the  palpable  shape 
of  honors,  it  is  far  otherwise  with  uneducated  talent.  Knowing  not  its  powers, 
and  having  never  received  any  rewards  of  its  efibrts,  it  is  not  so  calculating  and 


*  The  differences  in  the  results  of  the  statistics  of  the  several  colleges,  whose 
catalogues  we  have  examined,  are  interesting,  as  showing  the  influence  of 
various  circumstances  upon  the  choice  of  a  profession.  We  subjoin  these 
results  without  comment.  In  Harvard  College  one  in  seven  and  one-third  choose 
medicine,  one  in  six  and  five-sixths  choose  divinity — in  Yale,  one  in  fourteen 
and  seven-tenths  medicine,  cme  in  three  and  seven-tenths  divinity — in  Brown, 
one  in  nine  and  a  half  medicine,  one  in  two  and  a  half  divinity — in  Dartmouth 
one  in  eighteen  and  a  half  medicine,  one  in  three  and  seven-tenths  divinity — in 
Princeton,  one  in  sixteen  medicine,  one  in  six  and  one-third  divinity — in  Un- 
ion, one  in  thirty-four  and  a  half  medicine,  one  in  three  and  four-fifths  divii»- 
ity — in  Hamilton,  one  in  sixteen  and  three-fifths  medicine,  one  in  two  and  three- 
fifths  divinity — in  Amherst,  one  in  eighteen  medicine,  one  in  two  divinity. 

We  are  aware  that  these  statistics  are  not  strictly  correct.  In  making  up  the 
triennial  catalogues,  the  profession  which  is  chosen  by  the  graduates  is  not  in 
every  instance  ascertained.  Still  the  omissions  from  this  cause,  we  are  satis- 
fied, are  not  sufficient  to  affect  materially  the  general  result  at  which  we  have 
arrived.  The  defect  is  probably  greater  in  the  case  of  Union  College  than  in 
any  other,  in  relation  to  those  who  are  designated  as  having  chosen  the  medi- 
cal profession. 


49 

far-sighted  on  these  points,  and  more  readily  follows  where  inclination  and 
taste  lead  it.  And  as  the  door  of  the  medical  profession  is  widely  opened,  and 
as  uneducated  talent  sees  that  it  can  cope  with  educated  talent  with  more  hope 
of  success  than  it  can  in  other  fields  of  effort,  it  is  attracted  more  largely  to  this 
than  it  is  to  the  other  professions. 

But  we  have  other  statistics  which  reveal  a  fact  confirmatory  of  the  view 
which  we  have  given  of  this  subject.  We  have  found  that  of  those  who  have 
received  honors  in  our  colleges,  the  proportion  that  has  entered  the  medical 
profession  is  smaller  than  that  which  has  entered  it  from  the  whole  body  of 
graduates.  Thus  in  Harvard,  while  one  in  seven  and  one-third  of  the  gradu- 
ates has  become  a  physician,  but  one  in  eleven  and  a  half  of  the  members  of 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  (which  generally  comprises  the  best  third  of  each 
class  in  point  of  talent  and  acquirement)  has  chosen  our  profession.  In  Yale 
College,  also ,  our  profession  was  chosen  by  one  in  about  fourteen  and  a  half  of 
all  the  graduates,  but  by  only  one  in  eighteen  and  a  quarter  of  the  members  of 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society.  And  of  333  who  took  the  highest  honors  in  twen- 
ty-three classes,  but  one  in  thirty  and  a  half  became  a  physician — showing 
that  the  more  we  sift  the  classes  in  our  colleges  in  regard  to  talent,  the  less  is 
the  proportion  of  those  who  enter  the  medical  profession.  A  similar  result  is 
found  in  the  statistics  of  Hamilton  College.  While  the  medical  profession  was 
chcwen  by  one  in  sixteen  and  three-fifths  of  the  graduates  as  a  body,  it  was 
chosen  by  only  one  in  twenty-five  of  those  who  won  the  honors  in  the  several 
classes  of  that  institution. 

The  import  of  the  state  of  things  developed  by  the  above  statistics  is  aug- 
mented by  the  fact  that  the  medical  profession  embraces  a  much  larger  body 
of  men  than  either  of  the  other  professions.  Even  if  the  number  of  educated 
men  who  become  physicians  was  equal  to  the  number  of  those  who  choose  the 
profession  of  law  or  divinity,  the  proportion  of  educated  to  uneducated  talent 
would  be  much  less  in  the  medical  than  in  the  other  professions. 

The  national  literature  of  our  profession  is  impressed  with  the  great  fact  that 
imeducated  predominates  very  largely  over  educated  talent  among  medical 
men  in  this  country.  While  there  is  no  lack  of  energy  or  fruitfulness,  there  is  a 
great  want  of  chastencss  of  style  and  of  correctness  in  reasoning.  There  is  an 
abundance  of  loose  observation,  and  careless  inferences,  and  ingenious  but  use- 
less theorizing ;  for  untrained  minds  are  apt  to  speculate,  and  to  be  fond  of 
mere  illustration  and  analogy  in  place  of  argument.  Our  literature  shows  great 
need  of  such  searching  criticisms  as  are  made  in  the  Report  of  1848  on  Med* 
ical  Literature,  by  Dr.  Holmes,  and  of  such  wise  counsels  as  are  given  in  that 
of  1950  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Still6. 

Such  being  the  condition  of  the  medical  profession  in  this  country,  and  such 
being  the  influences  which  tend  to  depress  its  standard  of  education  and  attain- 
ment, it  becomes  an  important  inquiry  for  us  to  consider  by  what  means  this 
state  of  things  is  to  be  remedied. 

These  means  or  measures  divide  themselves  into  three  clases : — 

Ist.  Those  which  aim  at  remedying  the  defects  existing  in  the  modes  of  edu- 
cation. 

2d.  Those  which  aim  at  a  reform  in  the  spirit  and  practices  of  the  profession. 

3d.  Those  which  are  designed  to  produce  a  similar  reform  in  the  spirit  and 
practices  of  the  community  at  large,  in  relation  to  the  medical  profession. 
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The  first  class  of  means  have  already  been  considered,  in  treating  of  the 
defects  and  abuses  which  appear  in  our  mode  of  education.  And  we  would 
simply  remark  here,  that  although  great  changes  are  required  in  order  to 
remove  all  these  defects  and  abuses,  they  must  be  for  the  most  part  gradually 
introduced.  Any  precipitate  movements  will  be  disastrous.  Let  there  be  the 
utmost  freedom  of  suggestion  and  discussion,  to  prepare  the  way  for  one  change 
ailer  another ;  but  let  no  movement  be  made  which  can  not  be  sustained  by  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  profession.  Dissatisfaction  is  sometimes  expressed 
when  there  are  no  positive  marks  of  advance  in  the  action  of  this  Association. 
But  it  should  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  real  advance  continually  resulting 
from  the  very  agitation  of  the  subjects  which  are  discussed,  and  that  any  posi- 
tive acts  on  our  part  are  not  so  much  causes,  as  they  are  evidences  of  such 
advance.  The  impatient  reformer  must  wait  a  little,  and  he  will  see  that  the 
many  minds  which  are  thinking  and  speaking  not  only  here,  but  in  the  multi- 
tude of  subordinate  associations  and  smaller  accidental  circles  throughout  our 
land,  are  not  thinking  and  speaking  in  vain.  The  results  in  due  time  will 
come. 

In  regard  to  the  second  and  third  classes  of  measures,  we  remark  that  there 
is  much  in  common  between  them,  and  that  they  must  exert  a  great  influence 
upon  each  other.  Reform  in  the  profession,  therefore,  must  go  hand  in  hand 
with  reform  in  the  community.  It  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  the  public  will 
give  up  its  quackery  while  the  profession  hold  on  to  theirs.  That  the  spirit  of 
quackery  does  exist  in  the  medical  profession  to  a  lamentable  degree,  there  is 
abundant  evidence  in  the  abuses  which  it  has  engendered.  And  an  inquiry 
into  the  measures  which  should  be  adopted  for  the  removal  of  these  abuses  is 
not  only  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  medical  education,  but  is  absolutely  essen- 
tial to  the  development  of  some  of  the  most  important  means  of  raising  the 
standard  of  education  and  attainment  in  our  profession.  This  standard,  and 
the  standard  of  professional  honor  and  morality,  are  to  a  great  extent  mutuaUy 
dependent,  especially  where  the  voluntary  principle  has  so  much  influence  as 
it  has  in  this  country.  The  moral  and  intellectual  conditions  of  the  profession 
must  in  the  nature  of  the  case  very  nearly  correspond,  and  an  examination  of 
the  facta  in  any  community  will  furnish  conclusive  evidence  that  they  do. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks  we  proceed  to  notice  the  second  class  of 
measures,  viz.,  those  which  aim  at  a  reform  in  the  spirit  and  practices  of  the 
profession. 

One  of  the  means  of  removing  the  abuses  which  exist  in  our  profession  is  to 
expose  and  attack  them.  While  this  should  be  done  thoroughly  and  fearlessly, 
it  should  also  be  done  with  a  candid  and  conservative  spirit.  Any  exposure  of 
these  abuses  which  is  made  with  a  wrong  spirit  does  harm.  It  may  furnish 
the  material  of  racy  and  interesting  articles,  which  may  gratify  curiosity  and 
the  love  of  tattle,  and  may  be  very  acceptable  to  the  rivals  of  those  who  are 
attacked;  but  they  hinder  rather  than  advance  the  progress  of  true  reform. 
The  spirit  which  dictates  such  exposures  is  counter  to  that  spirit  which  alone 
can  renovate  and  improve.  It  is  as  true  of  medical  as  it  is  of  other  reforms, 
that  there  are  some  reformers  who  are  in  abundant  need  of  being  reformed 
themselves. 
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We  are  aware  that  exposures  of  abases  prevailing  among  medical  men  are 
eagerly  sought  for  by  the  enemies  of  our  profession,  and  are  industriously  used 
In  the  war  of  radicalism  which  they  wage  against  it.  But  this  should  not  in- 
duce us  to  abandon  altogether  so  effectual  a  means  of  reform  as  such  exposures 
furnish  us,  but  it  should  serve  to  teach  us  caution  in  the  manner  in  which  we 
ma.ke  them.  The  fact  that  unguarded  and  unnecessary  exposures  do  harm  is 
no  reason  for  an  entire  concealment  of  existing  abuses.  Though  with  the 
utmost  caution  it  is  impossible  wholly  to  prevent  misapplications  and  misin- 
terpretations on  the  part  of  our  enemies,  this  clearly  should  not  deter  us  from 
an  honest  and  candid  performance  of  our  duty.  It  is  an  unwise  policy  for  our 
profession  to  forfeit,  by  an  uncandid  course,  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
community,  from  the  fear  that  what  we  may  say  of  ourselves  may  be  occasion- 
ally used  as  weapons  against  us. 

Another  means  of  removing  the  abuses  existing  in  the  profession  is  to  apply 
to  them  a  -wholesome  discipline.  This  is  not  a  remedy  which  should  be  oAen 
applied.  The  attempt  to  do  bo  would  keep  the  profession  in  a  constant  wran- 
gle. But  plain  and  notorious  cases  ought  not  to  pass  unnoticed,  as  they  now 
very  commonly  do.  The  physician  who  practices  the  arts  of  the  quack  ought 
not  to  be  permitted  to  retain  his  standing  in  the  profession.  An  example 
should  certainly  be  made  of  all  such  cases. 

Bat  the  chief  means  of  removing  abuses  which  we  have  in  our  hands  is  the 
im/iuenee  that  can  be  exerted  through  the  organizatiom  of  the  profusion.  This 
influence  is  of  a  compound  character — social,  moral,  and  scientific.  And  these 
three  classes  of  interests  in  which  this  influence  is  seen  are  by  no  means  inde- 
pendent of  each  other;  but  the  social  privileges  and  the  professional  virtues  of 
medical  men  have,  as  we  have  already  hinted  in  another  connection,  an  im- 
portant bearing  upon  their  scientific  attainments  and  character. 

These  organizations  are  as  yet  very  imperfect,  and  are,  therefore,  compara- 
tively inefficient.  We  do  not  yet  know  how  much  good  they  can  be  made  to 
aocompiish.  Many  express  themselves  skeptically  in  relation  to  their  useful- 
ness, and  are  reluctant  to  meet  even  the  small  expense  which  is  needed  to  sus- 
tain them.  But  the  amount  of  good  which  results  from  them  even  in  their 
present  imperfect  state  is  very  great,  and  can  only  be  estimated  by  comparison 
with  tho33  communiti^  where  no  such  organizations  exist.  And  when  they 
ahall  be  perfected,  the  extent  and  value  of  their  influence  will  be  incalculable. 

The  voluntary  principle  imparts  great  power  to  associated  action.  These 
organizations  are,  therefore,  to  do  a  peculiarly  important  work  for  the  profes- 
sion in  this  country.  But,  in  order  to  do  this,  they  need  to  be  systematized, 
and  the  members  of  the  profession  must  be  brought  more  generally  and  thor- 
oughly under  their  influence.  At  present,  the  great  mass  of  the  profession  have 
little  else  than  a  nominal  connection  with  these  associations.  AU  the  efl)cien- 
cy  which  they  have  depends  upon  the  action  of  a  few  individuals,  who  are 
willing  to  sacrifice  time  and  labor  for  the  general  welfare,  in  face  of  obstacles, 
and  that  worst  of  all  discouragements,  the  chilling  influence  of  prevaling  indif- 
ference. And  their  efforts  are  too  much  conflned  to  the  larger  associations. 
There  are  comparatively  few  town  associations,  although  with  small  libraries 
and  the  periodicals,  and  occasional  meetings  at  once  of  a  social,  festive,  and 
scientific  character,  such  associations  would  do  vast  good  not  only  within  their 
limited  cizcle*  of  influence,  but  to  the  whole  body  of  the  profession.    They 
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would  give  life  and  efficiency  to  the  larger  associations ;  and  not  only  so,  but  in 
giving  they  would  also  receive. 

Cities  are  great  centers  of  influence  in  medicine,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
department  of  knowledge  and  eflbrt.  Weighty  responsibilities,  therefore,  rest 
upon  medical  men  in  our  cities.  With  them  associated  action,  so  powerful  for 
good  or  for  evil,  should  be  made  as  general  and  as  perfect  as  possiUe.  It 
should  not  be  left  to  small  voluntary  associations.  These  do  good ;  but  the  good 
which  they  do  is  limited,  and  it  is  marred  by  abuses  which  are  inevitable 
accompaniments  of  such  narrow  action.  Cliquism  is  apt  to  creep  in,  and  it 
sometimes  exerts  so  deleterious  an  influence  that  many  condemn  such  associa- 
tions altogether  upon  this  ground.  But  even  cliques  are  better  than  an  utter 
absence  of  association.  They  do  more  good  than  harm ;  and  the  harm  which 
they  do  is  generally,  in  a  great  measure,  neutralized  by  the  influence  of  counter- 
cliques.  If  a  general  and  thorough  system  of  associations  were  in  full  opera- 
tion, the  strictly  voluntary  associations,  or  clubs,  would  be  more  purely  subserv- 
ient to  the  common  interest  of  the  profession  than  they  now  are,  because  their 
liability  to  abuse  would  be  very  much  obviated. 

In  every  large  city  there  should  be  one  general  association,  with  subordinate 
ones  in  the  difierent  districts  into  which  the  city  should  be  divided,  bearing 
such  relation  to  the  genera]  association  as  county  societies  bear  to  state  socie- 
ties. These  associations  should  be  so  regulated,  and  such  efiiciency  should  be 
given  to  them,  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  every  physician  to  be  a  faith- 
ful member,  if  he  wished  to  maintain  a  respectable  standing  with  the  profes- 
sion and  with  the  community.  And  if  this  were  the  case,  men  whose  success 
results  from  dishonorable  and  quackish  arts  could  not  contmue,  as  they  now 
often  do  as  a  measure  of  policy,  a  merely  nominal  connection  with  the  associ- 
ations of  the  profession,  but  they  would  be  obliged  to  take  their  proper  place  in 
the  ranks  of  undisguised  quackery. 

Association  is  the  great  means  of  creating  and  bringing  into  action  a  sound 
public  sentiment  among  medical  men.  It,  therefore,  gives  power  to  profession- 
al influences,  and  neutralizes  those  popular  influences  which  tend  to  corrupt 
the  honor  of  the  physician,  and  to  depress  the  standard  of  professional  attain- 
ment. Knowing  this,  the  practitioner,  whose  chief  object  is  to  obtain  a  mere- 
ly popular  reputation,  as  the  means  of  pecuniary  advancement,  withdraws  him- 
self from  the  broad  basis  of  association  with  the  profession.  If  he  does  not 
stand  wholly  aloof,  his  connection  with  our  organizations,  which  is  at  5e<^t  but 
a  loose  one,  is  regulated  entirely  by  the  principles  of  cliquism,  or  is,  perhaps,  a 
mere  feint  to  enable  him  to  practice  the  more  secretly,  and,  therefore,  the  more 
efiectually,  the  arts  and  tricks  of  the  charlatan. 

The  social  influences  of  association  are  not  among  its  smallest  benefits.  Indi- 
vidualism is  almost  an  essential  element  of  the  jealousies,  and  quarrels,  and 
bickerings,  which  have  so  often  brought  contempt  upon  our  profession.  And, 
on  the  other  hand,  these  have  no  better  cure,  or  rather  preventive,  than  is  to  be 
found  in  what  may  be  termed  a  scientific  socialism.  If  physicians  meet  togeth- 
er for  mutual  improvement,  even  though  the  discussions  be  sometimes  warm, 
and  the  war  of  opinions  be  vigorous  and  obstinate,  a  friendly  feeling  will  bear 
rule,  especially  if  the  festive  board  be  spread ;  and  an  influence  will  be  left 
which  can  not  be  destroyed  when  each  returns  again  to  his  own  individual 
sphere  of  action.    This  contmued  influence  of  frequently  recurring  seasons  of 
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mutual  improTement  and  enjoyment  fortifies  against  the  temptations  to  a  dis- 
honorable competition,  which  an  uninterrupted  individualism  is  so  apt  to  en- 
gender among  medical  men. 

It  is  by  no  means  a  small  consideration,  in  estimating  the  value  of  associa- 
tioa,  that  it  wins  for  the  profession  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  public. 
The  union  of  men  for  scientific  purposes  always  does  this.  And  there  is  noth- 
ing which  has  done  so  much  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the  community  in 
the  medical  profession  as  the  jealousies  and  dissensions  which  have  grown  out 
of  a  selfish  and  narrow  individualism. 

Such  being  the  advantages  of  association  in  our  profession,  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  physician  to  do  all  that  he  can  to  give  to  our  organizations  character  and 
efiieiency.  If  all  who  desire  that  the  standard  of  medical  character  and  attain- 
ment be  raised,  would  turn  their  infiuenoe  into  this  channel,  a  great  change 
would  at  once  be  efiiected  in  the  condition  of  the  profession  in  this  country. 
The  demi-quacks,  who  so  much  disgrace  our  profession  in  the  eyes  of  the  pub- 
lie,  would  be  driven  from  our  ranks.  Public  sentiment,  both  among  medical 
men  and  in  the  community  at  large,  would  be  renovated ;  and  consequently 
the  value  of  professional  reputation  would  rise,  while  that  of  a  merely  popular 
one  would  fall,  even  as  a  source  of  emolament,  A  reform  in  our  systems  of 
adacation  would  be  vigorously  prosecuted,  and  our  schools  would  cease  to  send 
forth  such  numbers,  as  some  of  them  now  do,  of  unqualified  physicians,  to 
give  currency  to  error  and  delusion  In  medicine,  to  destroy  health  and  life,  and 
to  bring  contempt  upon  our  noble  science.  The  medical  literature  of  our  coun- 
try would  be  transformed  by  the  change.  It  would  be  purified  in  correspon- 
denoe  with  the  improvement  in  the  education  of  the  profession,  and  it  would 
be  Muiched  by  the  vast  resources  of  knowledge  and  experience,  which  would 
be  gathered  in  by  the  multitudes  of  associations  all  over  our  Union. 

Such  being  the  value  of  a  well  organized  and  efficient  system  of  associations, 
the  establishment  of  this  National  Asfociation  may  well  be  regarded  as  an  era  in 
the  history  of  medicine  in  this  country.  This  great  congress  of  our  profession 
gathers  and  distributes  influences  which  are  molding  the  medical  character, 
and  ejecting  the  interests  of  medical  science  in  every  part  of  our  land.  And 
it  has  so  awakened  the  attention  of  medical  men  to  the  whole  subject  of  asso- 
ciated action,  that  there  is  a  general  movement  in  relation  to  it  in  the  whole  body 
of  the  profession.  New  associations  are  continually  forming,  and  those  which 
have  been  long  established  have  a  new  life  and  greater  efficiency. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  organizations,  it  becomes  an  interesting 
inquiry,  what  should  be  the  legal  position  of  the  profession.  It  is  manifest  that 
it  can  not  be  the  same  in  this  country  that  it  is  in  some  other  countries.  It 
must  be  conformed  to  the  genius  of  our  institutions.  It  must  recognize  most 
folly  the  voluntary  principle.  Any  plan  that  does  not  recognize  this  can  not 
succeed.  It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  the  enforcement  of  any  direct  legal  restric- 
tions upon  the  people  in  regard  to  medicines ;  if  they  choose  quacks  and  quack- 
ery, no  law  which  would  forbid  such  choice  can  stand  in  this  country. 

That  there  should  be  some  laws  in  relation  to  the  medical  profession  there  is 
no  question.  But  the  ideas  which  are  commonly  entertained  in  regard  to  the 
scope  and  object  of  these  laws,  are  somewhat  indefinite  even  among  medical 
men.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  object  of  these  laws  should  be  sim- 
ply this — to  give  protection  to  thoH  measuret  which  are  calculated  to  tecure  to  the 
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eommunitff  a  weU'educated  body  of  phfticiant,  Eveiything  inconsutent  wfcb 
the  attainment  of  this  object  should  be  discarded.  No  class  of  physicians,  prO' 
fessedly  and  exclusively  devoted  to  any  system  of  opinions  and  practice,  sbonlii 
as  such  receive  such  protection.  The  medical  profession  should  be  a  single 
body  of  men  without  any  prescribed  set  of  opinions.  And  the  ground  of  admis-' 
sion  to  their  ranks  should  have  no  reference  to  opinions;  but  there  should  b«r 
the  greatest  latitude  in  this  x^pect.  Character  and  education  should  fumisbi 
the  only  basis  <^  membership. 

We  are  persuaded  that,  if  the  profession  as  a  whole  should  take  this  view  of 
the  subject,  we  should  stand  in  a  much  better  positioD  before  the  public  than 
we  now  do.  We  should  then  be  able  ta  propose  to  the  community  the  ques- 
tion, clean  and  stripped  of  all  incidental  and  embarassing  considerations, 
whether  they  would  sustain  an  educated  or  an  uneducated  profession.  We 
should  stand  simply  and  clearly  upon  our  merits  in  this  respect,  and  should 
command  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  great  majority  of  the  community. 
But,  whenever  other  grounds  are  taken,  and  opinions  are  made  in  any  degree 
the  basis  of  admission  or  expulsion,  we  lose  this  respect  amd  confidence,  for  we 
enter  into  competition  with  opinionists  of  every  grade,  and  upon  their  own 
level.  At  this  mofment,  the  strife  between  the  regular  profession  and  other  sel€^ 
constituted  medical  bodies,  is  regarded  by  even  sensible  men  in  the  cocnm uni- 
ty as  being  for  the  most  part  a  war  of  opinions.  And  some  ground  is  given. 
them  for  this  view  of  the  subject,  by  occasional  acts  by  individuals^  or  even  by 
some  of  our  associations. 

Homeopathists,  and  other  irregular  practitioners,  desire  to  perpetuate  thi» 
state  of  things.  They  aim  continually,  in  book,  pamphlet,  and  conversation , 
to  make  the  impressions  which  are  requisite  to  keep  up  this  false  issue,  that  19 
so  favorable  to  their  interests.  Homeopathists  would  have  the  public  believe 
that  the  contest  between  them  and  Allopathists  (as  they  are  pleased  tor  style  us) 
is  between  two  different  classes  or  sects  of  educated  physicians,  and  simply 
in  regard  to  doctrines  and  opinions.  And  it  is  for  this  purpose  that  they  estab- 
lish their  societies  and  schools  of  medicine.  This  movenrent  is  sH  for  mere 
show,  and  has  not  originated  in  any  belief  that  education  is  needed  to  prepare 
men  for  the  practice  of  Homeopathy.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  great 
majority  of  Homeopathic  physicians  are  uneducated  men,  or  at  least  men  whe 
are  very  partially  educated,  and  the  shrewd  among  the  adherents  of  this  sys- 
tem know  that  the  uninitiated,  furnished  with  box  and  pamphlet,  are  as  well 
qualified  to  practice  it  as  they  themselves  are. 

If  we  are  correct  in  our  positions,  the  grounds  upon  which  the  granting  of 
charters  to  Homeopathic,  Thompsonian,  Eclectic,  and  other  so-called  medical 
institutions,  has  been  opposed  by  the  profession,  have  not  always  been  tenable 
Such  applications  should  be  opposed  distinctly,  and  only,  upon  the  ground 
that  such  institutions  interfere  with  that  system  of  education  which  secures  to 
the  community  a  body  of  well-qualified  physicians;  and  not  at  all  upon  the 
ground  that  errors  dangerous  to  the  community  will  be  taught  in  them.  The 
institutions  of  the  regular  profession  itself  are  by  no  means  free  from  error,  and 
sometimes  enormous  and  dangerous  errors  have  been  taught  within  their  walls. 
And  if  error  be  taken  as  the  ground  of  exclusion  from  privilege,  where,  we  ask, 
shall  the  line  be  drawn  ?  Who  shall  say  what  amount  or  kind  of  error  shall 
be  the  ground  of  exclusion  ? 
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We  &ce  awaie  that  a  different  view  has  been  taken  of  this  subject  by  some 
medical  bodies  in  relation  to  Homeopathists.  Some  physicians,  who  have 
«vowed  their  conversion  to  Homeopathy,  have  been  excluded  from  the  ranks 
«f  the  profiBSBioa  simply  for  that  reason.  We  find  no  fault  with  the  exclusion, 
bat  only  with  the  pounds  upon  which  it  was  done.  They  should  have  been 
•xelnded,  Bot  for  their  opinions,  but  for  misdemeanors.  Any  act  by  which 
they  associate  with  the  common  herd  of  Homeopathic  practitioners  is  a  misde- 
meanor, which  is  a  proper  ground  of  expulsion.  And  it  is  so,  because  it  casts 
oontempt  apon  the  necessity  of  those  measures  and  provisions  which  secure  to 
the  eommnnity  a  wellreducated  medical  profession,  and  not  because  it  gives 
coantenanoe  to  a  destructive  error. 

If  the  profession  shoald  take  the  position  in  regard  to  this  whole  subject  that 
we  have  indicated,  the  plain  argument  against  the  granting  of  charters  to  irreg- 
ular and  sectarian  medical  institutions  would  be  this;  that,  there  being  no  re- 
•trietion  in  the  proiSsssion  in  regard  to  opinions,  all  new  doctrines  can  be  freely 
canvassed,  and  if  they  have  any  show  of  reasonableness  they  will  find  advo- 
cates among  medical  men,  and  will  become  subjects  of  discussion  in  the 
tehools,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  wholly  unnecessary  to  establish  any  new 
■ehool  in  order  to  give  them  a  fair  chance  of  being  propagated.  The  alleged 
neceesity  for  such  a  measure  in  the  case  of  any  new  doctrine,  it  could  be  most 
clearly  claimed,  is  good  proof  that  it  has  no  foundation  in  truth,  and  is  wholly 
a  delusion.  An  appeal  might  be  made  to  the  whole  history  of  medicine  to 
show  this  to  be  true.  It  could  be  shown  that  no  doctrine  which  has  contained 
even  the  smallest  modicum  of  truth  has  failed  to  find  advocates  in  the  profes- 
aioa,  and  to  obtain  some  lodgment  for  a  time  in  some  of  the  schools  of  medi- 
cine. 

If  this  ground  should  be  distinctly  and  firmly  taken  by  the  great  body  of  med- 
ical men,  we  should  then  stand  before  our  legislatures  and  the  community  up- 
on a  basis  which  would  commend  itself  to  the  judgment  of  every  reasonable 
nan.  But  any  act,  on  the  part  of  physicians,  which  trenches  in  any  degree 
npon  freedom  of  opinion,  prevents  our  holding  successfully  this  broad  ground 
before  the  public  Such  acts  are  a  great  source  of  embarrassment  to  the  profes- 
sion whenever  we  oppose  the  granting  of  charters  to  irregular  schools  of  med- 
icine. To  make  this  opposition  effectual,  it  is  essential  that  we  be  able  to  show 
to  the  community  that  the  profession,  as  a  body,  stand  upon  the  basis  which 
we  have  indicated.  And  the  committee,  therefore,  commend  this  subject  to 
the  attention  of  the  profession  throughout  our  country,  that  the  principles  which 
•hoold  govern  our  action  in  relation  to  it  may  be  definitely  understood  and 
established. 

There  is  one  legal  provision  that  was  once  in  force  in  some  of  the  States,  but 
is  now  abolished  in  most  if  not  all  of  them,  which  deserves  a  passing  remark. 
We  refer  to  that  provision  which  gave  to  regularly  licensed  practitioners  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  collecting  their  fees  by  law.  This  privilege,  once  so 
nuch  prised  by  some,  we  consider  to  be  of  no  real  value  to  the  profession.  It 
is  a  mero  pecuniary  distinction ;  and  while  it  confers  at  best  but  a  doubtful 
benefit,  it  has  no  influence  in  winning  for  the  profession  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  the  public,  and  supplies  a  fruitful  theme  for  the  noisy  declamation  of 
patriotic  and  benevolent  haters  of  monopolies.    The  only  distinction  which  the 
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profession  should  desire,  or  should  seek  on  the  ground  of  policy,  is  that  which 
is  based  upon  a  thorough  system  of  education. 

It  remains  for  us  to  consider  the  third  class  of  means  to  be  employed  in  rem- 
edying that  state  of  things  which  tends  to  depress  the  standard  of  medical  edu- 
cation, viz.,  those  which  aim  at  producing  a  change  in  the  public  sentiment  in 
relation  to  our  profession.     On  this  subject  we  must  be  very  brief. 

There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  among  medical  men  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
priety of  using  the  means  to  which  we  refer.  Some  think  that  the  propensity 
to  error  and  to  quackery  in  the  communis  had  better  be  left  to  itself,  and  that 
it  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  deliver  the  dupes  of  medical  delusions  from  their 
errors  by  the  force  of  argument.  This  opinion  is  very  distinctly  enunciated  in 
the  Report  on  Medical  Literature  of  last  year,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Still6.  The 
opinion  we  allow  to  be  well  founded  in  regard  to  those  who  are  the  confirmed 
dupes  of  quackery.  No  reasoning  will  ever  reclaim  them.  Nothing  short  of 
a  radical  change  in  their  habits  of  mind  will  do  it.  But  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  such  constitute  only  a  minority  of  the  vast  numbers  in  the  commu- 
nity who  lend  their  influence  to  the  multitudinous  forms  of  quackery,  in  oppo- 
sition to  a  well  educated  profession.  The  great  majority  of  these  are  not  men 
who  are  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  delusion;  but  they  are  more  or 
less  rational  in  their  views,  and  their  minds  can  be  influenced  by  reasoning  in 
relation  to  medicine.  And  the  countenance  which  most  of  them  give  to  empir- 
icism is  only  occasionally  given,  and  is  at  variance  with  their  general  course  of 
conduct. 

It  is  among  this  large  floating  cIelss  of  the  patrons  of  quackery  that  we  may 
hope  to  produce  a  salutary  impression  in  favor  of  rational  medicine  and  an 
educated  profession.  The  importance  of  doing  this  may  be  learned  from  the 
fact  that  the  opinions  of  this  class  of  men  go  far  toward  constituting  that  public 
sentiment  which  has  so  deleterious  an  influence  in  depressing  the  standard  of 
medical  attainment  and  education.  Among  them  are  many  men  from  all 
classes  of  society,  of  acknowledged  good  sense  and  discrimination,  who,  for 
reasons  which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  give,  are  deceived  and  deluded  espec- 
ially on  the  particular  subject  of  medicine.  It  is  tliese  men  of  influence,  in  the 
various  circles  of  society,  whose  opinions  it  is  important  to  change,  and  we 
believe  that  with  the  use  of  the  proper  means  it  can  be  done. 

The  only  way  to  remove  the  errors  of  this  large  class  of  the  community  is 
that  old  and  homely  way  so  eficctive  in  removing  error  on  other  subjects — the 
presentation  of  truth.  This  is  to  be  done  in  conversation,  by  articles  in  popu- 
lar periodicals,  and  by  books.  Each  physician  can  do  much  by  conversation 
with  intelligent  men  in  his  own  individual  circle.  If  a  general  eflbrt  of  this 
kind  were  made  throughout  the  profession,  in  connection  with  the  circulation 
of  books  of  a  proper  character,  a  great  change  might  at  once  be  produced  in 
the  public  sentiment.  But  the  effort  must  be  made  in  the  right  spirit.  Ill- 
natured  attacks  upon  quackery  do  no  good.  Railing  never  convinced  any  man 
of  his  error.  Confidence  in  the  power  of  truth,  and  charity  toward  the  com- 
mon propensity  of  the  human  mind  to  err,  should  teach  physicians  patience  in 
their  attempts  to  convince  their  fellow-men  of  their  errors  on  so  abstruse  a  sub- 
ject as  medicine.  The  lesson  of  patience  will  be  the  better  learned,  if  we  re- 
member that  most  of  the  popular  medical  errors  had  a  common  origin  with  some 
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that  liave  preTailed  among  medical  men,  and  that  not  a  few  took  their  rise  first 
in  the  profession,  and  afterward  spread  among  the  people.  And  we  should 
also  remember  that  no  attempt  at  a  reform  in  the  public  sentiment  of  the  com- 
mnnity  at  large  can  be  successful,  unless  it  be  accompanied  with  a  correspond- 
ing reform  in  the  public  sentiment,  and  consequently  in  the  practices,  of  the 
profession  itself.  The  delusions  and  the  quackeries  which  exist  among  medi- 
cal men  are  the  chief  obstacles  to  the  removal  of  those  which  prevail  in  the 
immunity. 

We  have  thus  given  a  general  view  of  the  causes  of  the  low  standard  of  med- 
ical education  and  attainment  in  this  country,  and  of  the  means  which  should 
be  employed  in  counteracting  their  influence,  or  in  removing  them.  Too 
mnch  importance,  we  think,  has  been  generally  attached  to  those  means  which 
are  direct,  and  too  little  to  those  which  are  indirect  in  their  application. 
Though  these  latter  have  been  very  commonly  lost  sight  of,  we  deem  them  to 
be  quite  as  essential  as  the  former,  in  a  system  of  efforts  for  the  improvement 
of  our  profession.  Believing  that  free  discussion  is  one  of  the  prominent  means 
of  removing  abuses  and  promoting  advancement,  we  have  expressed  our  views 
in  this  report  with  all  plainness  and  freedom.  While  we  have  done  so,  we 
have  endeavored  to  avoid  all  over-statement  and  embellishment,  and  to  present 
the  truth  on  every  point  exactly  as  it  is.  We  ask  for  these  views  a  candid  and 
&ithful  examination  from  the  profession,  and  we  can  nof  but  indulge  the  hope 
that  they  will  meet  with  a  hearty  response  in  all  parts  of  our  country,  and 
that  the  measures  which  we  recommend  will  be  zealously  and  perseveringly 
prosecuted. 

As  a  summary  of  the  principal  vie^^s  presented  in  this  Report,  the  Commit- 
tee offer  for  your  consideration  the  following  resolutions : — 

Resclvtdj  That  the  abuses  which  exist  in  the  modes  of  medical  education 
pursued  in  this  country  demand  the  serious  consideration  of  the  profession. 

Resolved,  That  free  discussion  in  relation  to  these  abuses  and  their  causes  is 
an  important  means  of  effecting  their  removal. 

ReMoived,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association,  no  effort  to  remove  these 
abuses  can  succeed  that  is  not  based  upon  a  reform  in  the  public  sentiment 
both  of  the  profession  and  of  the  community. 

RtMtdvedf  That  this  reform,  so  far  as  the  profession  is  concerned,  is  to  be  effec- 
ted mainly  through  its  organizations,  and  that  it  is  therefore  incumbent  upon 
every  physician  to  do  all  that  he  can  to  give  them  character  and  efficiency. 

Betolvedy  That  this  Association  have  oonfidence  in  all  proper  efforts  which 
have  for  their  object  a  reform  in  the  sentiments  and  practice  of  the  community 
in  relation  to  medicine  and  the  medical  profession* 

Resolved,  That  the  recommendations  of  this  Association  at  its  former  meet- 
ings in  regard  to  edueation,  both  preliminary  and  medical,  be  reaffirmed,  and 
that  both  the  schools  and  private  preceptors  be  still  nrged  so  to  do  their  duty  a» 
to  secure  to  the  community  a  well  educated  profession. 

Resolved  J  That,  in  the  work  of  medical  reform,  while  all  precipitate  move- 
ments should  be  avoided,  we  should  aim  at  a  steady  advance  from  year  to  year 
till  a  thorough  system  of  education  be  established  by  the  profession  throughout 
our  country. 
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Report  of  tiu  Committu  of^  Medical  Education  m  relation  to  *'  Demonetrative 

Midwifery/* 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Asaociation,  there  was  referred  to  the  consideration 
of  this  Committee  a  subject  which  has  recently  excited  much  interest  through- 
out the  profession  in  this  country,  and  upon  which  there  has  been  much  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  We  allude  to  what  has  been  termed  Demonstrative  Mid- 
wifery. 

Though  the  committee  think  that  the  examination  of  this  subject  could  have 
been  made  thoroughly  and  satisfactorily  in  the  journals  of  the  profession,  and 
that  its  reference  to  us  was  therefore  unnecessary ;  and  though  we  have  felt 
from  the  first  that,  if  referred  at  all,  it  should  have  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Obstetrics ;  yet,  in  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  Association,  we 
have  prepared  our  views  in  regard  to  it,  and  are  ready  to  present  them.  We 
ask,  however,  that  it  may  be  done  as  a  special  report  by  itself.  The  main  re- 
port has,  in  its  view  of  the  general  subject  of  medical  education,  a  unity  and 
completeness  which  would  be  impaired  by  the  introduction  of  a  matter  that  is 
incongruous  and  irrelevant  to  its  scope  and  design. 

As  the  reference  of  this  subject  to  the  Committee  grew  out  of  the  course 
which  had  recently  been  pursued  in  one  of  our  medical  schools  in  teaching 
midwifery,  it  will  be  proper  to  present  the  facts  of  the  case  before  we  proceed 
to  state  the  rules  by  which  we  think  that  the  practice  of  teachers  in  this  branch 
of  medicine  should  be  governed. 

The  professor  of  Midwifery  in  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  introduced  a 
pregnant  woman  into  the  family  of  the  janitor,  a  short  time  previous  to  her 
confinement,  for  the  purposes  of  instruction  in  obstetrics  to  the  graduating  class. 
It  is  proper  to  state  that  all  that  was  done  in  the  case  was  with  the  free  consent 
of  the  woman  herself.  She  was  examined  with  the  stethoscope,  and  the  posi- 
tion of  the  child  was  thus  ascertained  previous  to  the  occurrence  of  the  labor. 
When  the  labor  took  place,  the  graduating  class,  numbering  about  twenty,  were 
assembled  in  an  adjoining  room,  and  during  the  process  one  after  another  was 
admitted  singly  to  the  sick  room,  and  made  an  examination  by  the  touch,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  professor.  When  the  labor  was  about  to  terminate, 
the  class  were  called  into  the  room,  and,  as  the  head  emerged  from  the  os  ex- 
ternum, the  clothes  were  raised,  so  that  this  concluding  part  of  the  process  was 
made  visible  to  the  class. 

The  statements  of  the  witnesses  differ  somewhat  as  to  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
posure ;  but  this  is  not  a  very  important  point.  The  great  question  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  discussion  has  been  whether  there  should  have  been  any 
exposure  at  all.  Those  who  advocate  its  necessity  consider  it  of  so  much  im- 
portance in  clinical  instruction  in  obstetrics,  that  they  speak  of  it  as  constituting 
a  new  era  in  the  teaching  of  this  branch  of  our  art  in  this  country,  and  have 
given  to  this  new  mode  the  name  of  Demonstrative  Midwifery.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  those  who  are  opposed  to  it  are  very  positive  in  the  opinion  that 
there  is  no  need  of  such  exposure,  and  that  this  new  mode  is  wholly  an  un- 
necessary, and  therefore  an  improper  innovation. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  subject  has  been  brought  at  all  upon  the  popular 
arena.  It  is  wholly  a  professional  question,  and  should  be  discussed  by  the 
profession  in  a  calm,  considerate,  and  dignified  manner.     It  is  no  subject  for 
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newipAper  war£ure»  nor  for  a  varfiue  in  medical  journals  in  newspaper  stylOi 
No  aspersions  shonld  be  east  upon  the  motives  of  the  parties  interested.  A 
distinction  should  always  be  made  between  those  who  honestly  differ  in  opinion 
Irom  their  brethren*  and  those  who  are  governed  by  the  base  motives  of  the 
nftereenary  charlatan ;  and  also  between  those  who  oppose  practices  which  they 
think  to  be  improper,  with  sincere,  though  perhaps  too  ardent  zeal,  and  those 
irho  do  this  from  a  malicious  or  meddling  spirit.  The  committee  have  en- 
deavored to  withdraw  themselves  from  the  contending  currents  of  popular  feel- 
ing, and  to  look  upon  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings  with  candor,  and  they  hope 
that  the  results  of  the  consideration  which  they  have  given  to  it  will  commend 
themselves  to  the  judgment  of  the  whole  profession. 

We  will  first  remark  upon  some  of  the  general  principles  which  relate  to  the 
•abject,  and  then  apply  them  to  the  particular  case  before  us. 

It  is  a  false,  though  very  prevalent  idea,  that  a  sacrifice  of  modesty  is  re- 
quired on  the  part  of  females  in  the  treatment  of  many  cases  of  disease.  When 
woman  commits  her  whole  case  to  the  care  of  an  intelligent  and  honorable  phy- 
sician, submitting  to  whatever  measures  may  be  necessary  for  the  due  investi- 
gation and  for  the  cure  of  her  malady,  she  makes  no  surrender  of  a  virtuous 
and  rational  modesty.  The  daily  experience  both  of  physicians  and  patients 
proves  this  to  be  true.  For,  whatever  measures  may  be  requisite,  there  is  noth- 
ing that  transpires,  in  the  confidence  of  professional  intercourse,  that  mars  in 
the  least  that  mutual  respect  which  is  the  basis  of  usefulness  and  enjoyment 
>n  the  common  social  intercourse  of  life,  unless  measures  be  employed  that  are 
nnnecessary.  It  is  only  in  such  a  case  that  there  must4>e  on  the  part  of  the 
patienf  a  sacrifice  of  modesty,  or  an  exhibition  of  shamelessness.  The  very 
idea  that  a  measure  is  necessary,  and  that  its  use  must  be  yielded  to  as  a  mat- 
ter of  duty,  precludes  the  idea  that  it  is  immodest.  The  experience  of  every 
virtuous  patient  testifies  to  the  truth  of  this  statement. 

Another  very  common  error  on  this  subject  is  to  attach  the  idea  of  indelicacy 
especially  to  the  use  of  the  sense  of  sight,  in  distinction  from  the  use  of  the 
sense  of  touch.  The  use  of  neither  sense  is  indelicate  when  it  is  necessary,  and 
the  use  of  the  touch  is  just  as  indelicate  as  that  of  the  sight,  whenever  it  is  not 
needed  in  the  treatment  of  the  case  in  hand. 

The  same  principles  which  apply  to  the  practice  of  medicine  apply  also  to 
the  instruction  of  students  in  preparing  them  for  practice.  Whatever  meas- 
ans  are  necessary  for  this  purpose  involve  no  transgression  of  the  prinoiplea 
of  modesty  and  propriety. 

The  simple  question  then  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the  mode  of  instruction 
developed  to  us  in  the  case  before  us,  and  styled  by  its  advocates  demonstrative 
midwifery,  is  necessary  in  the  preparation  of  students  for  practice.  To  de- 
cide this  question,  let  us  look  at  the  advantages  which  have  been  claimed  to 
bekmg  to  this  mode  of  instruction. 

It  can  not  be  pretended,  and  we  believe  is  not  by  any  one,  that  anything  can 
be  learned  by  the  sight  up  to  the  moment  of  the  completion  of  the  labor.  AU 
before  that  must  necessarily  be  learned  by  the  touch  alone. 

There  are  four  advantages  claimed  to  attend  an  exposure  to  the  sight  of  the 
conclusion  of  the  process  of  labor.    We  will  notice  each  of  these  separately : — 

1st.  The  student  sees  the  manner  in  which  the  head  of  the  child,  or  what- 
ever part  presents,  emerges  from  the  os  externum.  All  that  is  of  practical  use 
in  regard  to  this  can  be  so  well  learned  from  descriptions  and  plates,  and  from 
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exhibitions  on  the  machines  commonly  used  in  the  lecture  room>  that  diere  is 
clearly  no  need  of  an  exhibition  of  the  living  subject  to  prepare  the  student  on 
this  point  for  practice.  And  whatever  he  does  not  learn  in  regard  to  it  by  these 
means,  can  be  learned  by  the  touch  in  the  first  case  upon  which  he  is  called  to 
attend.  No  practitioner  ever  had  any  desire  to  see  the  presenting  part  emerge 
under  the  arch  of  the  pubis  for  any  additional  knowledge  that  might  be  gained 
by  such  an  exposure. 

2d.  By  an  exposure  of  the  parts  to  the  sight  at  the  conclusion  the  labor,  the 
student  is  impressed  with  the  importance  of  supporting  the  perineum.  On  this 
point  we  simply  remark  that,  if  any  student  can  not  be  properly  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  this  act  by  the  teachings  of  his  preceptor  without  ocular 
demonstration,  he  has  too  dull  an  appreciation  of  truth  and  responsibility  to 
take  upon  himself  the  office  of  a  physician. 

3d.  The  exposure  contended  for  shows  the  student  the  manner  in  which  the 
perineum  should  be  supported.  In  learning  how  to  do  a  manual  operation, 
which,  when  learned,  is  to  be  done  without  the  guidance  of  sight,  the  use  of 
sight  is  not  needed  except  when  the  operation  is  a  difficult  or  complicated  one. 
That  supporting  the  perineum  is  an  operation  of  this  character,  can  not  be  pre- 
tended. It  is  about  as  simple  an  act  as  can  be  conceived  of,  and  the  student 
who  needs  the  aid  of  his  eyes  to  learn  how  to  do  it  had  better  retire  at  once  to 
some  occupation  which  requires  less  tact  and  talent  than  the  practice  of  med- 
icine. In  the  case  before  us,  the  accoucheur  used  a  napkin,  which,  unless  it 
was  very  adroitly  managed,  must  have  prevented  the  twenty  spectators  from 
seeing  very  distinctly  the  exact  manner  in  which  he  supported  the  perineum. 

4th.  This  exposure  verified,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  students,  the  diagnosis 
of  the  professor  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the  child.  But  a  resort  to  such 
evidence  for  this  purpose  is  certainly  unnecessary.  The  diagnosis  can  be  ver- 
ified by  the  touch  on  the  part  of  the  student  during  the  progress  of  the  labor; 
or  it  can  be  taken  at  the  word  of  the  professor,  which  ought  to  be  satisfactory. 

Granting  all  that  can  be  claimed  with  any  plausibility  for  the  advantages 
mentioned,  they  are  not  of  sufficient  value  to  make  it  proper  that  woman  in  the 
hour  of  her  extremity  should  be  made  the  subject  of  a  public  exhibition. 

But  we  not  only  object  to  the  mode  of  instruction,  adoptea  in  the  plan  at 
Bufialo,  as  unnecessary,  but  we  object  to  it,  also,  as  being  utterly  incompetent 
to  give  the  ttwlent  that  knowledge  which  he  needs  in  the  practice  of  obstetrics.  It 
can  not  take  place  at  all  of  what  may  properly  be  termed  Clinical  Instruction 
in  Midwifery.  A  single  hasty  examination  by  the  touch  in  the  course  of  the 
labor,  and  a  view  of  the  conclusion  of  the  process,  can  supply  the  student  with 
but  a  very  small  part  of  that  practical  knowledge  which  he  needs  when  he 
comes  to  take  charge  of  patients  upon  his  own  responsibility  alone.  This 
knowledge  he  can  obtain  effectually  only  by  taking  the  care  of  cases  of  mid- 
wifery during  his  pupilage  under  the  supervision  of  his  preceptor.  A  single 
case,  thus  managed,  will  teach  him  more  than  a  multitude  of  such  exposures  as 
that  which  was  made  in  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  possibly  could  do. 

The  whole  subject  of  the  relation  of  the  profession  to  woman  is  one  of  great 
interest.  And  it  will  not  be  deemed  improper,  if  the  committee  apply  the  prin- 
ciples which  they  have  laid  down,  to  other  practices  besides  that  which  has 
been  especially  referred  to  them  for  their  consideration.  The  confidential  re- 
lation existing  between  woman  and  our  profession,  so  essential  to  the  full  and 
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proper  treatment  of  her  diseases,  may  be  impaired  either  by  the  practices  of 
individuals,  or  by  those  which  may  prevail  very  generally  in  the  profession. 
Great  carefulness,  therefore,  is  needed  on  this  point.  The  object,  both  of  the 
individual  practitioner  and  of  the  profession,  should  be  to  meet  most  fully  the 
demands  of  science  and  humanity,  and  yet  not  offend  a  sensitive,  but  rational 
delicacy,  nor  give  countenance  to  an  unblushing  shamelessness.  But  there  are 
practices  quite  prevalent  among  medical  men  which  prevent  the  full  attain- 
ment of  this  object  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  practitioner. 

To  illustrate  our  meaning,  we  will  refer  to  the  use,  or  rather  abuse,  of  the 
vaginal  speculum.     The  very  common  and  indiscriminate  application  which 
has  been  made  of  this  instrument  by  ultraists  and  hobby-riders,  going  far  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  necessity,  and  therefore  of  propriety,  has  occasioned  much 
embarrassment  in  the  professional  intercourse  of  honorable  and  judicious  phy- 
sicians with  their  female  patients.     Disgust  at  this  abuse  of  the  speculum  to 
mercenary  and  quackish  pur.poses  of  itself  disinclines  them  somewhat  to  its 
use,  and  the  suspicion  and  prejudice  which  this  abuse  has  awakened  in  relation 
to  the  medical  profession  increase  the  difficulty.     The  obstacles  thus  thrown  in 
the  way  of  the  use  of  this  instrument  by  some  of  its  staunches;  advocates  have 
undoubtedly  prevented  its  being  employed  as  much  as  it  should  be  by  the  great 
body  of  the  profession.     The  assertion  which  they  so  often  make  in  regard  to 
it,  that  it  ought  to  be  in  as  common  use  as  the  stethoscope  is,  can  not  be  true, 
if  the  principles  which  we  have  laid  down  be  correct.    A  very  free  use  of  it  is 
not  necessary,  and  it  is  therefore  a  transgression  of  the  rules  of  modesty  and 
propriety. 

We  can  not  forbear  to  notice,  in  this  connexion,  the  influence  of  indecent 
allusions  upon  the  professional  intercourse  of  the  physician  with  his  female 
patients.  When  these  occur  in  ordinary  conversation,  they  exert  but  a  Umited 
influence.  But  when  they  are  used  in  the  lecture  room  to  gain  popularity  by 
ministering  to  a  depraved  taste,  or  are  employed  as  embellishments  in  descrip- 
tions of  cases  on  the  pages  of  medical  journals,  they  inflict  not  only  a  public, 
but  a  serious  injury  upon  the  profession. 

It  is  principally  the  prejudice  which  indelicate  practices  among  medical  men 
have  engendered  in  the  public  mind,  that  has  given  rise  to  the  project  for  train- 
ing female  practitioners  of  medicine.  The  project  will,  for  obvious  reasons, 
be  unsuccessful,  and  chiefly  because  the  community  generally  will  be  convinced 
that,  although  some  physicians  are  guilty  of  transgressing  the  rules  of  proprie- 
ty and  modesty  in  their  intercourse  with  their  patients,  medical  men,  as  a  body, 
are  pure-minded  men,  and  that  their  honor,  as  well  as  their  skill,  is  worthy  of 
the  confidence  of  the  public.  And  let  it  ever  be  remembered  that  the  intimate 
and  peculiar  relation  which  the  physician  holds  to  the  mothers  and  daughters 
in  the  families  upon  which  he  attends,  is  a  relation  of  a  sacred  character,  and 
that  the  profession  are  bound  to  throw  arouhd  it  all  those  safeguards  which  are 
necessary  to  preserve  inviolate  the  honor  which  is  the  bond  of  its  confldenoe. 
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WITH  A  LIST  OF   MEMBERS  . 


I 


HABTFOBD: 

'       PRESS  OF  CASE,  TIFFANY  AND  COMPANY, 

1858. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY, 


BICHABD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  President. 
WM.  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Tbbasubeb. 
JOSLA^  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Sbcrbtabt. 


STA1VDI1V«  COMIHITTEES* 

Cammtttee  of  BxaminaHon, 

RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  ex  officio. 

P.  W.  ELLSWORTH,  M.  D. 

H.  N.  BENNETT,  M.  D. 

J.  G.  BECKWrrH,  M.  D. 

E-  LINSLEY,  M.  D. 

LEWIS  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 

CommUHee  to  nominate  Phyeidan  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane, 

ALVAN  TALCOTT,  M.  D. 
M.  W.  WILSON,  M.  p. 
S.  T.  SALISBURY,  M.  D. 
L.  THURSTON,  M.  D. 
P.  L.  DICKINSON,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  JButituiion  of 

Tale  College, 

JUSTIN  HAMMOND,  M.  D. 
REMUS  M.  FOWLER,  M.  D. 
ROBERT  HUBBARD,  M.  D. 
O.  K.  ISHAM,  M.  D, 
WM.  C.  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 


The  Annual  Convention  of  the 'President  and  Fellows  of  the  Con-' 
fUcHeut  Medical  Society,  was  held  at  GUman^s  Saloon,  in  the  City 
of  Hartford,  May  11, 1853. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  when  the 
certificates  of  the  election  of  Fellows  were  presented  bj  the  Secre- 
tarj,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Groodsell,  Ensign, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  Pike,  Dickinson,  Woodruff,  Nye,  and  A,  L.  Wl- 
liams,  who  reported  the  following  list  of 

FELLOWS. 


HAETFOSD  COTTNTT. 

C.  W.  Ensigif,  M.  D. 
A.  S.  Warner,  M.  D. 
E.  D.  Babcock,  M.  D. 
•H.  C.  Bnnce,  M.  D. 
Wm.  Porter,  M.  D. 

mw  LONDON  cotmrr. 

A.  T.  Douglas,  M.  D. 
Geo.  E.  Palmer,  M.  D. 
Horace  Thurston,  M.  D. 
Elijah  Dyer,  M.  D. 
I.  G.  Porter,  M.  D. 

WniDHAX  COUNTT. 

Lewis  Williams,  M.  D. 
Wm.  Woodbridge,  M.  D 
Nathan  S.  Pike,  M.  D. 
Stephen  C.  Riggs,  M.  D. 
*Dyer  Hughes,  M.  D. 

mDDLKSCX  COUMTT. 

EUjah  B.  Nye,  M.  D. 
A.  B.  Worthington,  M.  D. 
I.  Hutchinson,  M.  D. 


irsw  HAV£2f  coimrr. 

Isaac  Goodsell,  M.  D. 
S.  G,  Hubbard,  M.  D. 
L.  N.  Beardsley,  M.  D. 
^,  Hooker,  M.  D. 
David  L.  Daggett,  M.  D. 

LITCHFIELD   COITNTT. 

William  Woodruff,  M.  D. 
Geo.  Seymour,  M.  D. 
D.  B.  Camp,  M.  D. 
D.  S.  Huggins,  M.  D. 
•D.  B.  North,  M.  D. 

PAIBPIBLD  COUMTT. 

—  Williams,  M.  D. 
•A.  P.  Ticknor,  M.  D. 
*George  Dyer,  M.  D. 
•F.  J.  Judson,  M.  D. 
•D.  S.  Burr,  M.  D. 

TOLLAND  OOUNTT. 

Francis  L.  Dickinson,  M.  D. 
Ebenezer  Linsley,  M.  D. 
O.  K.  Isham,  M.  D. 


*  Absent. 


The  PresideDt,  Rufas  Blakeman,  M.  D^  then  read  an  Address  od 
Medical  Organization  and  the  Biography  of  the  older  Physicians  of 
Fairfield  Coantj,  and  declined  a  re-election. 

The  foUowing  gentlemen  were  then  elected  officers  of  the  Society, 
for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. 

RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  President. 

WILLIAM  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 

GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 

J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

• 

Vctedy  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  Rufus 
Blakeman,  M.  D.,  for  the  able,  dignified,  and  impartial  manner  with 
which  he  has  fiUed  the  office  of  President  of  the  Society,  and  also 
for  his  excellent  address  delivered  by  him  this  day,  and  that  a  copy 
be  requested  for  publication. 

Drs.  A.  S.  Warner,  S.  G.  Hubbard,  A.  T.  Douglas,  Wm.  Wood- 
bridge,  A.  P.  Ticknor,  D.  B.  Camp,  E.  Linsley,  A.  B.  Worthington, 
were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business. 

A  communication  was  received  from  E.  K.  Hunt,  inviting  the  Con- 
vention to  visit  the  ^  Retreat  for  the  Insane."    Invitation  accepted. 

Worthington  Hooker,  M.  D.,  then  offered  the  following  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  Convention  in  reference  to  the  recent 
disaster  at  Norwalk,  and  the  loss  to  the  profession  of  several  distin- 
guished members  of  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society,  which 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

jResolvedf  That  while  we  sympathize  with  the  many  whose  homes 
have  been  made  desolate  by  the  recent  catastrophe  at  Norwalk,  the 
loss  to  the  medical  profession  of  so  many  of  its  most  valued  mem- 
bers, by  that  event,  awakens  within  us  the  deepest  feelings  of  sorrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  this  loss 
has  come  upon  us  and  upon  the  community,  occurring  as  it  did  at  the 
close  of  the  largest  meeting  of  medical  men  ever  held  in  this  coun- 
try, and  immediately  afler  its  grand  festive  gathering,  while  the 
members  were  returning  with  joy  to  their  homes,  give  a  peculiar  im- 
pressiveness  to  this  event. 

Hesolved,  That,  while  in  common  vnth  the  profession  throughout 
the  land,  we  mourn  the  loss  of  all  those  brethren  that  were  taken  out 
of  life  thus  suddenly,  we  are  especially  afflicted  by  the  loss  of  two  q£ 


oar  number^  so  much  esteemed  and  lo^ed  by  us  all,  Dr.  Archibald 
Welch,  of  this  citj,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Beach,  of  Bridgeport ;  and, 
while  we  express  oar  sorrow,  we  feel  ourselves  incited  by  the  memory 
ef  their  bright  examples,  to  greater  diligence  and  faithfulness,  both 
as  physicians  and  as  men,  in  the  short  and  uncertain  life  allotted  to 
OB  by  Him  who  has  our  lives  in  his  hands. 

Htsohed^  Thaiy  while  we  thus  mourn,  it  is  proper  for  us,  as  medi- 
cal men,  to  express  thus  publicly  our  views  and  sentiments  in  rel^ 
tion  to  the  causes  of  this  catastrophe,  and  the  means  of  preventing 
wmilar  events  in  future. 

Resolved,  That  tibe  great  truth  so  fully  and  constantly  recognized 
by  our  profession,  thatfresponsibiUty  in  relation  to  human  life  has  a 
peculiar  sacredness,  seems  to  be  to  a  great  extent  forgotten  by  both 
individuals  and  companies,  to  whom  the  lives  of  multitudes  on  our 
numerous  thoroughfares  are  daily  intrusted. 

ReMolvedy  That  the  very  prevalent  carelessness,  both  in  the  selec- 
tion of  individuals  for  important  and  responsible  posts,  and  in  the 
adoption  of  obvious  and  necessary  precautions  against  accidents,  de- 
aerves  the  most  emphatic  rebuke  from  the  community,  and  urgently 
ealls  for  the  immediate  enactment  of  stringent  laws  on  this  subject 
on  the  part  of  our  legislatures. 

Dr.  Beckwith  also  presented  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
donsy  which  were  adopted  by  the  Convention,  viz. 

Whereas  the  Almighty  Disposer  of  events  in  his  wise  and  mysteri- 
ous providence,  hath  taken  from  us  by  a  violent  and  instantaneous 
death,  our  late  highly  respected  President,  Archibald  Wdch,  M.  D., 
and  also  our  much  respected  Fellow  and  Dissertator,  Samuel 
Beac^,  M.  D. ; 

Therefore,  jResdved,  That  in  view  of  the  recent  terrible  Railway 
Disaster,  by  which  this  society  has  lost  two  of  its  most  valuable  mem- 
bers, one  of  whom,  Arch'd  Welch,  M.  D.,  had  been  for  many  years, 
Presideat  of  this  Society;  the  other,  Samuel  Beach,  M.  D.,  had 
been  appointed  a  Dissertator  to  this  Conventioa ;  we  recognize  the 
agency  of  a  wise  and  merciful  piovidence  which  has  removed  by 
violent  deaths  from  the  midst  of  life  while  in  the  discharge  of  all 
the  high  responsibilities  of  their  professional  life,  two  members 
of  the  Sodety  eminently  combining  in  their  several  eharacters, 
bi^  intellectual  and  professional  endowments,  great  personal  worth, 
and  other  elements  of  moral  greatness  and  Christian  excellence; 
therefim. 


Resolved,  That  while  we  deeply  s jmpathize  with  the  relatives  and 
friends  of  the  deceased,  in  the  irreparable  loss  which  thej  have  sus- 
tained, we  commend  them  under  these  afflictive  dispensations,  to  Htm 
alone  who  can  bind  up  the  crushed  and  wounded  spirit,  even  when 
in  the  dark  and  mysterious  ways  of  his  providence,  (and  sometimes, 
as  in  the  present  instance,  by  terrible  agencies,)  he  removes  his 
faithful  and  devoted  servants  from  the  stormy  and  troubled  scenes 
of  their  earthly  existence.  Let  them  be  assured,  that  ''  although 
clouds  and  darkness  are  round  about  him,  Justice  and  Judgement 
are  the  habitations  of  his  throne."  And  they  rest  from  their  labors 
and  ^  their  works  do  follow  them." 

Resolved,  further,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  signed  by 
the  officers  of  the  Convention,  and  forwarded  to  the  families  and 
firiends  of  the  deceased ;  and  also  entered  upon  the  journal  with  our 
proceedings,  as  an  evidence  of  the  just  appreciation  in  which  we 
hold  the  memory  of  our  deceased  brethren. 

Drs.  Hooker  and  Beckwith  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  carry 
oat  the  above  resolutions  presented  by  them  to  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Catlin  then  presented  the  following  resolution  in  behalf  of 
those  members  of  the  Society  who  were  exposed  to  the  same  peril 
with  those  who  were  lost  in  the  disaster,  and  escaped  destruction. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  mourn  the  loss  of  two  of  our  members 
by  the  recent  accident  at  Norwalk,  we  can  not  refrain  from  express- 
ing our  gratitude  that  so  many  of  our  number  were,  by  marked 
providences,  preserved  from  sudden  death,  and  are  permitted  still  to 
continue  in  their  labors. 

Dr.  Douglas  presented  the  following  resolutions,  by  instruction  of 
the  New  London  County  Medical  Society. 

Reiohfsd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  petition  the 
Legislature  in  behalf  of  the  Convention  for  an  act  to  compensate 
phydeians  for  making  post  nu»^  examiiiatioiiB  in  erimimd  case^ 
when  requested  by  the  proper  authorities. 

The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  reported  that  the  several 
Committees  on  Materia  Medica,  Practice  of  Medidne,  and  Surgery 
were  continued  to  the  present  Convention  from  the  last  Annual  Con- 
vention. Dr.  Knight  informed  the  Convention  through  a  member 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  his  appointment  until  very  recently,  too 
late  to  report  at  this  time.  He  preferred  to  select  a  more  interest^ 
ing  topic  than  the  general  history  of  the  improvements  in  Surgery 


ioar  ihe  last  ^£iy  jears,  and  saggested  the  history  and  progress  of 
Sorgerj  for  the  last  fiftj  years  in  Connecticut. 

Sabetitate  accepted,  and  the  CSommittee  continued,  and  on  motion 
of  Dr.  W.  Hooker,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted. 

That  the  Committee  on  Surgery  of  which  Dr.  Enight  is  chairman, 
be  requested  to  report  at  the  next  Convention  on  the  Progress  and 
History  of  Surgery  for  the  last  fifty  years  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Besolution  unanimously  adopted. 

The  action  of  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society  on  the  resolu- 
tion referred  back  to  them  for  their  action,  reported  that  they  had 
expelled  the  offending  members. 

Beport  accepted. 

Dr.  S.  6.  Hubbard  then  reported  the  following  resolution  contin- 
ued from  the  last  Convention. 

Besohed,  that  the  several  County  Meetings  are  hereby  instructed 
to  continue  their  investigations  in  relation  to  the  manufEU^ture,  sale, 
recommendation  and  use  of  nostrums  or  Patent  Medicines  by  their 
members,  and  to  present  for  trial  any  member  so  offending. 

JUsohed,  That  no  member  of  this  Society,  who  is  directly  or  in- 
directly interested  in  the  manufacture,  use  or  recommendation,  or  a 
sale  of  any  nostrum  or  Patent  Medicine,  shall  be  eligible  to  any 
office. 

Dn.  Hubbard,  E.  Dyer  and  Isham  appointed  Committee  on  the 
above  resolutions. 

Dr.  Douglas  then  offered  the  following  resolution. 

That  a  Conmiittee  be  appointed  to  report  whether  it  would  seem 
proper  and  expedient  to  increase  the  number  of  Fellows,  and  reduce 
their  debenture  bilL 

Drs.  Douglas,  Daggett,  Babcock,  Huggins,  Isham,  Hutchinson, 
sad  Crea  Dyer,  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  then  read,  accepted,  and  a  Committee 
appointed  to  audit  the  same,  consisting  of  Drs.  Seymour,  Nye,  Jud- 
Bon,  L.  Williams,  Thurston,  Beardsley,  Porter. 

Ahtraet  cf  Treasurer^g  Report, — Financial  Summary. 

Gash  in  the  Treasury,       .        .        .        •        .        .        $215,811 
Due  from  Clerks,  ....  $1,134.85^ 

Deduct  say  one^third  of  this  for  bad  debts, 
abatements,  commissions,      .        •        •        •       878.25 


8 
Leayes,  756.60 

Total  Cash  and  due  from  QerkB,      ....  $972.81^ 


The  Sodetj  owes  as  above  for  Debentures  outstandings      $369.75 


Leaves  Balance  in  &vor  of  Society,      •        •        .  $602.56^ 

Drs.  Hubbard,  G.  Dyer,  Woodbridge,  Beers,  North,  Isham,  Hutch- 
inson and  Dickinson,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Debentures. 

The  Convention  then  on  motion,  proceeded  to  fiU  vacancies  in  the 
Standing  Committees,  when  on  balloting  it  was  found  that  Ebenezer 
Linslej,  M.  D.,  and  Lewis  Williams,  M.  D.,  were  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  Conmiittee  of  Examination. 

L.  Thurston,  M.  D.,  and  F.  L.  Diddnson,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  fi>r  the 
Lisane,  and  Myron  W.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  decease  of  Dr.  Archibald  Welch. 

O.  K.  Isham,  M.  D.,  and  W.  C.  Williams,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  Yale  College. 

Drs.  Gk)odsell,  E.  Dyer,  Pike,  Burr,  Camp,  Isham,  Porter  and 
Worthington  were  appointed  to  nominate  Honorary  Members,  and 
Candidates  for  the  Honorary  Degrees  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  W.  Hooker,  Thurston,  and  Williams  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  Delegates  to  the  National  Convention. 

Drs.  W.  Hooker,  E.  Dyer,  and  E.  B.  Nye,  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator  for  the  next  Convention. 

Adjourned  to  four  and  a  half  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Fowr  and  a  half  o'eloekj  P.  M. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjoomment. 

Dr.  Seymour  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  Treasur- 
er's Report,  reported  that  they  had  examined  said  report  and  found  it 
correct 

The  Secretary  received  a  communication  from  P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  D., 
stating  that  he  had  been  prevented  from  appearing  before  the  Con- 
vention with  his  dissertation  by  urgent  necessity,  until  he  learned 
that  the  Convention  had  probably  adjourned. 

Dr.  W.  Hooker,  from  the  Conmiittee  to  nominate  Dissertator  to  the 
next  Convention,  reported  the  name  of  William  B.  Casey,  M.  D.,  of 
Middletown,  and  he  was  accordingly  appointed. 


On  motion  of  Dr.  S.  6.  Habbard, 

Xe$oivedy  That  the  Dissertation  of  the  late  lamented  Dr.  Samuel 
Beach  be  procured  and  published  with  the  proceedings.  Passed 
mianimonslj. 

Dr.  W.  Hooker,  from  the  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to 
the  National  Conventiony  reported  the  following  gentlemen,  viz. 

Geo.  Sumner,  E.  H.  Bishop,  A.  Woodward,  H.  N.  Bennett,  M.  D's. 

Beport  accepted,  and  thej  were  appointed  said  delegates. 

Dr.  Seymour  from  the  Conunittee  on  Gratuitous  Students,  report- 
ed that  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  from  the  following 
xMNinlieSy  viz. 

Hartford  county,  Edward  Seymour. 

New  Haven  county,  W.  S.  Hunger^ 

New  London  county,  C.  E.  Dyer. 

Litchfield  county,  Henry  Pierpont. 

Tolland  county,  '    E.  J.  Tuzzle. 
Middlesex  county,  C.  A.  Griswold. 

For  vacancies  in  Fairfield  and  Windham  counties,  Geo.  T.  Bar- 
rows, John  B.  Doughty  were  recommended. 

Beport  accepted  and  the  vacancies  were  filled  by  Messrs.  Barrows 
and  Doughty. 

Dr.  S.  G.  Hubbard  from  the  Committee  on  Patent  Medicines, 
reported  in  favor  of  the  resolutions  ofiered  by  him  in  the  morning. 
Report  accepted  and  resolutions  adopted. 

Dr.  Elijali  Dyer  from  the  committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and 
Honorary  Members,  reported  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  report  any 
candidates  for  either  Honorary  Degrees  or  Honorary  Members. 

Beport  accepted  and  Committee  discharged. 

Dr.  Hubbard  from  the  Committee  on  Debentures,  reported  a  biU 
which  was  read,  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Moved  that  when  this  Convention  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at 
the  Betreat  for  the  Insane,  at  8  o'clock,  to-monrow  morning. 

On  motion,  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  was  levied  on  each 
member,  payable  on  the  Ist  June  next. 

Dr.  Douglas  from  the  Committee  on  alteration  of  the  number  of 
Members  and  Fellows,  made  the  following  report ; 

That  the  subject  be  referred  back  to  the  County  Societies  recom- 
mending them  to  instruct  their  Fellows  how  to  act  in  the  matter  at 
the  Annual  Convention ;  report  not  accepted. 


10 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Thursday^  8  o^clochy  A.  M. 

Committee  on  Begistradon  reported  that  thej  bad  attended  to  the 
duties  of  their  appointment — ^their  opinion  was  that  the  law  was  in 
some  respects  inoperative! 

Beport  accepted.  Committee  discharged. 

The  Committee  on  the  New  London  Co.  resolutionfl,  reported  the 
following  resolution* 

That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  a  law  providing  for  a  reasonable  compensaticm  for  making /n»^ 
mortem  examinations  when  employed  bj  the  proper  authorities  for 
that  purpose. 

Drs.  J.  Olmstead,  Beckwith  and  Beresford  appointed  Committee 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  that  purpose. 

Dr.  L.  N.  Beardslej  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz. 

The  Connecticut  Medical  Society  see  with  regret  that  efforts  are 
making  by  certain  individuals  to  deprive  the  late  Dr.  Horace  Wells 
of  his  right  as  discoverer  of  the  principle  of  Anathesia  by  inhalation 
of  gases  or  vapors. 

It  is  therefore  resolved,  That  this  Convention  express  their  oon- 
'  viction  that  to  Dr.  Horace  Wells,  and  him  alone,  belongs  this  honor, 
and  all  rights  which  are  justly  due,  who  has  made,  demonstrated,  and 
published  this  discovery. 

Resolved^  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer jadth 
the  Committee  of  the  Legislature  in  relation  to  this  subject.      ^ 

Drs.  Ellsworth,  Holmes,  and  Wilson  appointed  said  Committee. 
Dr.  Beckwith  presented  the  following  resolution. 

Eesolved,  By  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  in  Convention  as- 
sembled, that  afler  a  careful  and  thorough  examination  of  the  Betreat 
for  the  Lisane  in  HaAford,  we  are  convinced  that  the  cause  of  sUf-» 
fenng  humanity,  and  the  best  interests  of  society,  demand  that  the 
appropriation  for  the  insane  poor  be  increased  in  conformity  with  the 
rec(«nmendation  contained  in  the  message  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  to  the  Legislature  at  its  present  session. 

Besolution  passed  unanimously,  and  Dr.  Ellsworth,  Beckwith  and 
Doming  appointed  said  Committee. 

Dr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  Standing  Committee  of  Examination,  made 
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a  report  which  mm  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  pro- 
ceedings.    See  Appendix  ^  A/* 

At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Ellsworth,  the  following  resolution  was 
offiared  bj  Dr.  Beckwith,  as  a  recognition  of  the  services  of  B.  Silli- 
man,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  to  the  cause  of  Medical  Science. 

Xesohedy  That  the  thanks  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society 
are  due  to  Benjamin  Silliman,  LL.  D.,  for  the  faithful  and  very  sat- 
isfactory manner  with  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  and 
that  in  his  retirement  from  the  chair  which  he  has  filled  with  such 
eminent  ability,  he  has  our  best  wishes  that  his  future  life  may  be  as 
prosperous  and  happy,  as  it  has  been  fortunate,  for  the  advancement 
^  Chemistry  and  the  Natural  Sciences. 

Dr.  Sumner  then  moved  that  the  Secretary  furnish  Dr.  SiUiman 
a  copy  of  this  resolution. 


On  motion  then  adjourned  sine  die. 
Attest, 

JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  Secr^ary. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

•FELIX  PASCALI6,       -       - 

-    New  York,                         "j 

JAMES  JACKSON,      -       - 

Bo8ton,MaflB. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN,       -       - 

-    Boston,  Mass. 

•SAMUEL  L.  MITCHELL, 

New  York. 

•DAVm  HOSACK,          -       - 

.    New  York. 

•WRIGHT  POST,        -       - 

.        New  York. 

BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN, 

-    New  Haven. 

•GEORGE  M'LELLAN,       - 

PhiMelphia,  Pa. 

•JOHN  MACKIE,    -       -       - 

-    Proridenoe,  R.  L 

•CHARLES  ELDREDGE,   - 

East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 

THEODORE  ROMEYN  BECK, 

-     Albany,  N.^Y. 

•JAMES  THATCHER, 

Plymonth,  Mass. 

EDWARD  DELAFIELD, 

-    NewYoA. 

JOHN  DELAMATER, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

•WILLIAM  P.  DEWEES, 

.    Philadelpliia,  Pa. 
ChenyVaUeyjN.Y. 

•JOSEPH  WHITE,      -       - 

JACOB  BIGELOW,         -       - 

-    Boston,  Mass. 

WALTER  CHANNING,       - 

Boston,  Mass. 

♦PHnjP  SING  PHYSIC,       - 

-    Philadelphia,  Pa. 

•LEWIS  HEERMAN, 

."*     U.S.NaTjr. 

•DANIEL  DRAKE,          -       - 

-    Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

HENRY  MITCHELL,  -       - 

Norwich,  N.  Y. 

NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH.      - 

-    Baltimore,  Md. 

VALENTINE  MOTT,  - 

New  Yoric.  . 

♦SAMUEL  WHITE,         -       - 

-    Hadson,  N.  Y. 

REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY,       - 

Cincinnati,  Ohia 

WILLIAM  TULLY,         -       - 

-    New  Haven. 

RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 

Providence,  R  I. 

WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 

-    St.  Louis,  Mo. 

SAMUEL  HENRY  DICi:SON, 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

•SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD, 

-    Northampton,  Mass. 
-       New  York. 

•JOHN  STEARNS,      - 

STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS,   - 

-    Deerfield,  Mass. 

•HENRY  GREEN,       -       - 

.        Albany,  N.  Y. 

•GEORGE  FROST, 

-    Springfield,  Mass. 

New  York. 

WILLARD  PARKER, 

BENAJAH  TICKNOR,    -       - 

-    U.  S.  Navr. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

ALDEN  MARCH,         -       - 

•AMOS  TWITCHELL,   -       - 

.    Keene,  N.  H. 

CHARLES  A.  LEE,     - 

-        New  York. 

DAVID  S.  C.  H.  SMITH, 

-   Providence,  R.  L 

•JAMES  M  SMITH,    -       - 

Sprin^eld,  Mass. 
.    NewYoik. 

<    HENRY  D.  BULKLEY, 

J.  MARION  8¥MS,      - 
JOHN  WATSON,    -       -       - 

Montgomery,  Ala. 
-    New  York  City. 

*  Deceased. 

ORDINARY   MEMBERS. 


ne  names  of  those  Members  who  are  exempt  from  taxation  hy  age^ 
are  in  italics:  the  names  of  those  ivho  have  been  Presidents  of  the 
Sodetiff  are  in  axpitais. 


HARTFORD    COUNTY. 


ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D.,  Chainnan. 
J.  C.  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Clerk, 


Hartford, G E O R G E  SUMNER, 
Heniy  Holmes,  Samnel  B.  Beresford, 
George  B.  Hawley,  Qardon  W.  Rus- 
■elU  Dayid  Crary,  P.  W.  Ellsworth, 
Benjamin  Rogtr$,  E.  K.  Hunt,  John 
8.  Butler,  H.  A.  Grant,  J.  C.  Jack* 
son,  A.  W.  Barrows,  Thomas  Miner, 
M.  W.  Wilson,  William  Porter,  Ho- 
ratio ChidUf,  Charles  P.  Kob,  John 
H.  Wells,  WiUiam  R.  Brownell. 

W€$t  Biurtfordt  Edward  Brace. 

Avoir,  Anred  Kellogg. 

Brrur,  £.  Brandagee,  Jr. 

Nrw  Britain,  Samuel  Hart^  Roswell 
Hawley,  £.  D.  Babcock,  B.  N.  Com- 
ings. 

Bloomviru). 

Bristol,  Joseph  W.  Qamp,  John  S* 
Moody. 

BuxuHOTOM,  William  Elton,  2d. 

CoUintvilU,  Russell  H.  Tiffany. 

East  Hartford,  Eli  Ball,  Seth  L. 
Child,  Clarence  M.  Brownell. 

East  Windsor,  Hiram  Watson. 

Broad  Brock,  Marcus  L.  Fisk. 

Wardiotut  Point,  Joseph  Olmsted. 

Enfirld,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L.  Spald- 
iog. 

T%omf§onviU$f  J.  Bafley  Beach. 


Farhinoton,  Asahel  Thompson. 
Plainville,  G.  A.  Moody. 
UnionviUt,  William  H.  Sage. 
Glastrnburt,  Ralph  Carter,  Clinton 

Bunce. 
Sonth   Olattenhury,  C.  E.  Hammond, 

Luman  J.  Andrus,  Henry  Gilbert, 
Ea$thwy,  Sabin  Stocking. 
Granbt,  Jairus  Case,  Joeeph  F,  Jewett. 
Ea$t  Granby,  Chester  Hamlin. 
Wett  Oranby,  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 
Manchb8ter,W.  C.  Williams,  W.  Scott, 
Rocky  Hill,  Sylveeter  Bulkley. 
SiJfSBURY,  Roderick  A.  White. 
Tariffville,  George  W.  Sanford,  Charles 

W.  Ensign. 
SouTHiNOTON,  Julius  S.  Bames,  N.  H. 

Byington,  F.  A.  Hart. 
South  Windsor,  Horace  C.  Gillette, 

Sidney  Rockwell,  William  Wood. 
Sitffield,  Samuel  B.  Low,  Aretus  Ri- 
sing. 
Wrthrrsfixld,  E.   F.   Cooke,  A.   S. 

Warner,  A.  S.  Fox. 
Windsor,  WiUiam  S.  Pierton,  Albert 

Morrison. 
JVindtor  Locks,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 
Poquonock,  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 
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NEW    HAVEN   COUNTY. 


JOEL  CANFIELD,  M.  D.,  Chftirmaii. 
.    S.  G.  HuBBAJU>,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Havkn,   Eli  /ve«,   T,  P.  Betrs, 

Jonathan  Knight,  Samuil  PwndtrMon, 

A.  S.  Munson,  Charles  Hooker,  H. 

B.  Porter,  Nathan  B.  Ives,  E.  H. 
Bishop,  E.  D.  North,  J.  A.  Totten, 
Levi  Ives,  Pliny  A.  Jewett,  D.  L. 
I^ggett,  George  O.  Sumner,  D.  A. 
Tyler,  Henry  Bronson,  E.  A.  Park, 
N.  W.  Taylor,  Jr.,  S,  G.  Hubbard, 
A,  Moody,  W.  J.  Whiting,  A.  C. 
Blakesiee,  H.  W.  £.  Mathews.  C. 
A.  Lindsley,  Worthington  Hooker, 
Charles  Byiagton,  T.  F.  Beers,  Jr. 

fVi$tviUe,  SamiTel  Loyd. 

Fair  Havens  C.  S.  Thompson,  W.  M. 
White,  Lyman  Parker. 

Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branford,  Wilioughby  L.  Lay,  Har- 
vey B.  Way. 

Chbshre,  a.  J.  Driggs. 

Derby,  H.  A.  Carrington. 

Ansonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 

JBtrmmg^am,  Ambrose  Beardsley,  T. 
Dutton. 

Hamden,  Edwin  D.  Swift. 


HumphreytviUe,  Abiram  Stoddard, 
Sheldon  C.  Johnson,  Joshua  Ken- 
dall, Thomas  Stoddard. 

East  Haven,  Btla  Famham, 

Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,  Alvan  Tal- 
cott. 

Madison,  Reynold  Webb, 

Mbridsn,  Gardiner  Barlow. 

IVest  Meriden,  B.  H.  Catlin,  Edward 
W.  Hatch. 

MiDDLSBURY. 

MiLFORD,  Hull  Allen,  L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Navqatuck,  J.    D.    Mears,  Timothy 

Langdon. 
North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 
North  Haven,  Robert  T.  Stillman. 
SouTHBURY,  A.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,   N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Walltnoford,  B.  T.  H.  Harrison,  Ne- 

hemiah  Banks. 
Waterbury,  M.  C.  Leavenworth,  G. 

L.   Piatt,  John   Deacon,  George  E. 

Perkins,    M.   H.    Perkins,    Sturges 

Bnlkley. 
WoooBRiDOE,  liaae  GoodteU,  Andrew 

Castle. 


NEW    LONDON   COUNTY. 


JOSEPH  DUEFEE,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Albert  Hobron,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Na- 
thaniel  S,  Perkim,  James  Morgan, 
Isaac  G'  Porter,  Wm.  W.  Miner, 
Seih  Smith,  C.  C.  Cone,  D.  P.  Fran- 
cis, Albert  Hobron,  Robert  A.  Man- 
waring,  Frank  D.  Brandagee. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Erattu$ 
Osgood,  Elijah  Dyer,  Jr.,  Elisha 
Phinney,  John  D.  Ford,  Edwin  Bent- 
ley,  Benjamin  S.  Dean,  John  P.  Ful- 
ler, Alonzo  Fuller,  Horace  Thurs- 
ton, Henry  W.  Leach,  A.  W.  Coats. 

BozRAH,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezekiel  W.  Par$on», 
Frederick  Morgan, 

East  Lyme,  John  L,  Smith,  Austin  F. 
Perkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Griswold. 

Groton,  Joseph  Durfee. 

PortertviUe,  Ellas  F.  Coats. 


Noank,  A.  T.  Douglass. 

Lebanon,  Jonph  Comi/ocA;,#Ralph  P. 
Green. 

Ledyard. 

Galet*  Ferry,  Rufus  W.  Mathewson. 

Lisbon. 

Lyme,  Richard  Noyet,  John  Noyes. 

North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 

Montville,  Ephraim  Felloufe$,  Samuel 
E.  Maynard. 

Uncatville,  Jedediah  R.  Gay,  John  C. 
Bolles. 

North  Stoninoton,  Thomas  P.  Wat- 
tles, Alvah  Gay. 

Prkston,  Avery  Downer,  Eleazer  B, 
Douming, 

Poquetannock,  Henry  E.  Randall. 

Salem. 

Stoninoton,  William  Hyde,  George  E. 
Palmer,  William  Hyde,  Jr. 

Myttic,  Mason  Manning. 
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FAIRFIELD   COUNTV. 


GEORGE  BLACKMAN,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
F.  J.  JuDSON,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Fairfisld,  S.  p.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 

Chitnjield,  Rufus  Blakeman. 

Stmthport,  Jastos  Sherwood. 

BaiDOSPOKT,  D.  H.  Nash,  Frederick 
J.  Jad8on»  L.  W:  Burritt,  fVilliam 
B.  Nath,  Robert  Hubbard,  H.  N. 
Bennett. 

BaooKFiKLD,  Noah  A.  lacey.  A,  L. 
Williams. 

DAXBuaT,  it.  B,  Batifard.  E.  P.  Ben- 
nett 

Btthd. 

Dasikn. 

Easton,  James  Baldwin,  Abram  P. 
Ticknor. 


Huntington,  Jamet  if.  Shelton. 

Monroe,  Salmon  H.  Hall, 

New  Canaan,  Samitel  S.  Noyet,  Lewis 
'  Richards. 

NoRWALK,  Jchn  A,  McLian,  Ira  Greg- 
ory. 

Sherman,  Daniel  W.  Northrop. 

Stamford,  N.  D.  Haight. 

Stratford,  WiUiam  T.  Shelton. 

Trvvbu!.!., ELIJAH  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  George  Dyer. 

Westport,  George  Blackman,  David 
S.  Burr. 


WINDHAM   COUNTY. 


WM.  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
J  AMIS  B.  Whitoomb,  M.  D.f  Clerk. 


BmooKLTM,  James  B.  Whitoomb,  Dan- 
iel M.  Hale,  WilUam  Woodbridge. 

AsBFORD,  John  H.  Simmons. 

Camterburt,  Elijah  Baldvnnf  Joseph 
Palmer. 

Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes,  Wm.  Soule. 

KiLLiMOLT,  DaftvilU,  Justin  Ham- 
mond. 

South  KiUim(dy,  Daniel  A.  Hovey. 

EaU  EiUin^y^  E.  E.  HUl. 

Presfjrt^tfig/y,  David  E.  HaU,  Samuel 
Hutchxns,  Stephen  C.  Griggs. 

WUkifwmfUU,  Henry  W.  Hough, 
Thomas  W.  Perry. 

PiAiHFiBLD,  William  H.  Cogswell. 


Plainjield,  Central  P.  O.,  Morey  Bur- 
ge$s,  Nathan  8,  Pike,  Elijah  Bald- 
win, Jr.,  Horace  Burgess. 

PoMFRET,  Hizam  Holt,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams. 

Stxruno,  William  A.  Lewis. 

Thompson,  Samuel  Bowen. 

VoLUNTowN,  Harvey  Campbell, 

Windham,  Cheeter  Hunt,  De  Witt  C. 
Lathrop. 

IVillimantic,  John  Hill,  Jr. 

Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 

Woodstock,  North,  Asa  Witter. 

South  Woodetoch,  Lorenzo  Marcy. 

Wett  Woodstock,  MUton  Bradford, 
Charles  H.  Rogers. 

Eastford,  Henry  Gray. 


LITCHFIELD   COUNTY. 


SAMUEL  T.  SALISBURY,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Gbobob  Seymour,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


L.ITCHFISLD,  Samuel  Bud,  J.  G.  Beck- 
with,  George  Seymour,  D.  E.  Bost- 
wick,  Charles  Vail,  £.  Osborn. 
South  Farme,  Garry  H.  Miner. 
Baxksavstxd,  F.  B.  Graham. 
I,  G.  G.  Bissell. 
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Bridoewater,  Horace  Judson. 
Canaan,  A.  A.  Wright,  George  Adam, 

Ithamar  H.  Smith. 
South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 
Cornwall,  Burritt  B.  North. 
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West  CwmwaU^  Samuel  W.  Gold,  D.  C. 

Spencer. 
North  Cornwall. 
CouEBBooK,  Seth  Pease. 
Gaylord^s  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St. John, 
GosHXN,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
Harwinton. 
Kent,    Wells   Beardsleyy  Johnson   G. 

Hatch,  I.  £.  Smith. 
New  Haetfojeld,  Center. 
New  Milpoed,  Jehiel  JVUliams,  Wm. 

B  Lacv 
Norfolk,  William  W.  Welch,  E.  D. 

Huggins. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  Hollow,  William  Woodruff. 
RoxBURY,  Myron  Downs. 


Salisbury,  O.  Plumb,  Wm.  Werden. 

Lakenitle,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  John 
H.  Welch. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauncey 
Reed. 

WolcottvUU,  Erastus  Bancroft,  W.  K. 
Whiting,  J.  W.  Phelps. 

Warren,  O.  Brdwn. 

Woodvilli,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

New  Pretton,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

Watbrtown,  Samuel  Gatlin,  Jr. 

West  Winsted,  James  Welch,  H.  G. 
Westlake. 

Woodbury,  Gharles  H.  Webb. 

TerryviUe. 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 


IRA  HUTCHINSON,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Elmha  B.  Nte,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


MiDDLBTowN,  Joseph  Barrett,  Charles 
Woodward,  William  B.  Casey,  Da- 
vid Harrison,  Franklin  Woodruff, 
Elisha  B.  Nye,  George  W.  Burke. 

Chatham,  Francis  G.  Edgerton. 

Middle  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worthington. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  H.  Hubbard. 

Cromwell,  Richard  Warner. 

Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 

East  Habdam,  A$a  M,  Hott,  Datus 
Williams. 


Haodam,  Ira  Hutchinson. 
Higganum,  William  H.  Tremaine. 
KiLLiNOWoRTH,  Richafd  M.  Buel. 
Portland,  George  O.  Jarvis,  Stephen 

Fulltr,  G.  C.  H.  Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Old  Saybrook,  Alexander  H.  Hough, 

Frederick  W.  Shepard. 
Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 


TOLLAND   COl/NTY. 


ORSON  WOOD,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,    Ahijah    Ladd,    Oliver    K. 

Isham,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 
Andovbr,  Adonijah  White. 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
Coventry,  Norths  Eleazer  Hunt. 
80.  Coventry,  T.  Dimock. 
Ellington,  Allen  Hyde,  Horatio  Dow, 

J.  H.  Manning. 
Hrbron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin 

0.  White,  Elijah  A.  Woodward. 


Mansfield,  North,  Norman  Brigham, 

W.  H.  Richardson. 
South  Mantfield,  Earl  Swift, 
SoMERS,    Orson    Wood,  Erasmus  E. 

Hamilton. 
Stafford,  East,  William  N.   Clark, 

Eleazer  S.  Beebe. 
Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 
Union,  E.  Linsley. 
Vernon,  Alden  Skinner. 
Rockville,  M.  M.  Frizzle. 
Willinoton,  Franois  L.  Dickinson. 
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SUMMARY  OF  ORDINARY  MEMBERS  FOk  1852,  WITH  THE  DEATHS 

IN  THE  YEAR  ENDING,  APRIL  1,  1853. 


Taxable. 

Not  Taxable. 

Total. 

Deaths 

Hanibrd  Ck>aiity-, 

65 

9 

74 

0 

New  Hayen  County, 

(JO 

10 

70 

1 

New  London  County, 

36 

13 

49 

1 

Fairfield  County, 

19 

7 

26 

0 

Windham  County, 

32 

6 

37 

0 

Litchfield  County, 

42 

4 

46 

0 

Middlesex  County, 

23 

2 

25 

0 

Tolhind  County, 

21 

5 

26 

0 

Total,  298  55  353 


DEATHS  OP  MEMBERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING,  APRIL  1, 

1853.  SO  FAR  AS  REPORTED. 

New  Haven  County,  S.  W.  Clark,  of  Wallingford,  Phthisis,  aged  40. 
New  London  County,  Vine  Smith,  Lisbon  Chronic  Hepatitis,  aged  62. 


DUTIES  OF  CLERK. 

To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  pioceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately 
after  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  On  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  Its 
session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  Members  of  this  Society,  who 
may  have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their 
several  County  Societies. 


RULES  OP  ORDER. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  Secretaiy. 

3.  Committee  on  the  election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  officers  for  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves 
&c.,  from  the  several  Counties,  and  members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committees  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  gratuitous  course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves, 

ice. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  for- 

ward in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 
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DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 


794.  Dr. 

794.  Dr. 

795. 

Dr. 

795. 

Dr. 

796. 

Dr. 

796. 

Dr. 

796. 

Dr. 

796. 

Dr. 

798. 

Dr. 

798. 

Dr. 

799. 

Dr. 

800. 

Dr. 

804. 

Dr. 

817. 

Dr. 

818. 

Dr. 

820. 

Dr. 

821. 

Dr. 

822. 

Dr. 

823. 

Dr. 

827. 

Dr. 

829. 

Dr. 

830. 

Dr. 

835. 

Dr. 

836. 

Dr. 

837. 

Dr. 

.838. 

Dr. 

839.  Dr. 


840. 

841. 

842. 
843. 


Dr. 

Dr. 

Dr. 
Dr. 


S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 

Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  diJSerent  species  of  Colic. 

F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Ck)ntagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 

S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Cjnanche  Tonsillaris. 

Lewis  Collins,  on  the  most  eligible  mode  of  increasing 

Medical  EInowledge  in  this  State. 
'  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 

Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 

Jared  Potter,  "  An  Essay." 

Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

Samuel  WiUard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

W.  E.  Fowler,  on  the  deleterious  effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

William  Buel,  on  Ergot. 

Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

Samuel  Bockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

William  TuUy,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Middletown. 

Dyer  T.  Brainerd. 

Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  State. 

Geo]^  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

Charles  Hooker,  6n  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

E.  H.  Bishop,  '^  Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease." 

Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the  Disease  commonly  denominated 
Spmal  Irritation. 

Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental  Qualifications  necessary 
to  a  Physician. 

Richard  Warner,  on  the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  effi- 
cient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Mescal 
Jurisprudence. 

Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

Pickney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 
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1844.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  hj 
the  community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryn^smus  Stridulus. 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 

tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  Of  disease  of  the 

CeiTix  Uteri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.  Greorge  Sumner,  on  the  Early  Physicians  of  CJonnecticut. 
1853.  Dr.  Rufus  Blakeman,  Early  Physicians  of  Fairfield  Co. 
1853.  Dr.  Samuel  Beach,  on  Popularizing  Medicine. 


APPENDIX   A. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  EXAMINATION. 

The  Examining  Committee  oonvened  on  Wednesday,  January  26th,  and 
continued  in  session  two  days. — ^Present  on  the  pait  of  the  Connecticut  Medi- 
cal Society : — 

Rnfus  Blakemas,  M.  D.,  of  Fairfield,  President. 

Benjamin  Welch,  M.  D.,  of  Salisbury. 

Ashbel  Woodward,  M.  D.,  of  Frankh'n. 

Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D.,  of  Hartford. 

Hanford  N.  Bennett,  M.  D.,  of  Bethel. 

Josiah  G.  Beck  with,  M.  D.,of  Litchfield. 

On  the  part  of  Yale  College-~Profs.  B.  Silliman,  J.  Knight,  T.  P.  Beers,  C. 
Hooker,  and  W.  Hooker^  ^ 

Fifteen  candidates  were  examined  and  recommended  for  the  Degree  of  Doc- 
tor in  Medicine,  viz. 

1.  Elias  Campbell  Baker,  Princeton,  N.  J.,  on  *'  Adulterations  of  Medicine." 

2.  William  Tomllnson  Booth,  B.  A.,  Williams  College,  New  York,  on 
"  Scarlet  Fever." 

3.  Joeeph  Bailey  Elliott,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  on  ««  Epilepsy." 

4.  Reuben  Warner  Judson,  Bridgewater,  on  **  Cathartics." 

5.  Wm.  Huntington  Leonard,  Chaplin,  on  "  Phthisis." 

6.  Ransom  Perry  Lyon,  Easton,  on  '*  Cold." 

7.  Charles  Augustus  Neal,  Lodi,  N.  Y.,  on  *<  Inflammation." 

8.  Charles  Edward  ^anford,  Plainville,  on  "  Dysentery," 

9.  Harmon  William  Shove,  Woodbury,  on  "  Gonorrhoea." 

10.  Paul  Chesbro  Skiff,  Kent,  on  *'  Mental  Influences  on  Diseases." 

11.  Lucius  Anthony  Smith,  New  Haven,  on  **  General  Paralysis  of  the  In- 


sane." 


12.  Melancthon  Storrs,  B.  A.,  Ashford,  on  **  The  Language  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb." 

13.  Ahnon  Pease  Ticknor,  Tariffville,  on  *<  Dysentery,"  witli  the  Valedicto- 
ry Address. 

14.  Martin  Ebenezer  Winchell,  Durham,  on  **  Etiology." 

15.  William  Walton  Woolsey,  New  Haven,  on  '<  Scarlet  Fever." 
Benjamin  Welch,  M.  D.,  of  Salisbury,  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  gave  the 

Annual  Address  to  the  Candidates. 
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The  Degrees  were  conferred,  on  Thursday  evening,  by  President  Woolsey. 

Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D.,  of  Hartford,  and  Hanford  N.  Bennett,  M.  D., 
of  Bethel,  were  appointed  to  give  the  annual  addresses,  in  1854  and  1855. 

Dr.  Ellsworth  was  appointed  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  to  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Prof.  Silliman  gave  notice  that  he  had  resigned  his  Professorship,  and  that 
.with  this  examination  terminated  his  official  connection  with  the  Committee ; 
and  he  accordingly  now  took  leave  of  jthe  Board :  whereupon  the  following 
resolution  was  offered  by  Dr.  Beckwith,  and  unanimously  adopted  : — 

Raolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Committee  of  Examination  in  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College  are  due  to  Benjamin  Silliman,  LL.  D.,  for  the 
faithful  and  very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  has  for  forty  years  discharg- 
ed the  duties  of  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  this  Institution ;  and  we  learn  with 
unfeigned  regret,  that  he  has  retired  from  the  chair,  which  he  has  so  long  filled 
with  such  distinguished  ability. 

Adjourned,  tine  dU, 

The  Committee  would  state,  that  the  candidates  with  a  single  exception  were 
well  prepared,  passed  with  this  exception  unanimously,  the  addresses  were 
very  appropriate,  and  the  Commencement  exercises  were  well  received  by  a 
large  and  highly  respectable  assemblage  of  Physicians  and  o&er  citizens. 

For  the  Committee, 

P.  W.  ELLSWORTH. 


New  Havbn,  June  2nd,  1853. 

The  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale 
College,  met  this  evening  at  the  house  of  Rev.  Dr.  Day. 

Present  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation  of  Yale  College,  President  Theodore 
D.  Woolsey,  Rev.  J.  Day,  D.  D.,  Prof.  B.  Silliman,  LL.  D.,  and  on  the  part 
of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  Justin  Hammond,  M.  D.,  Robert  Hubbard, 
M.  D.,  Wmiam  C.  Williams,  M,  D. 

Rev.  Dr.  Day  was  appointed  Chairman,  and  Robert  Hubbard,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 

The  resignations  of  Professors  B.  Silliman  and  Eli  lyes  were  communicated. 
Whereupon  Henry  Bronson,  M.  D.  and  Prof.  Benj.  Silliman,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  were 
unanimously  nominated  as  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College. 

Retolvedy  That  this  Committee  recommend  that  Professors  B.  Silliman  and 
EH  Ives,  be  continued  as  Emeritui  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale 
College.  Attest, 

ROBERT  HUBBARD,  CUrk. 


ADDRESS 


OP  THE  PRESIDENT,  RUPUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D. 


Gentlemen: 

It  is  known  to  yon  that  my  predecessor,  Doct  Sumner,  in  his 
interesting  address  to  this  Convention,  furnished  many  interesting 
details  relative  to  the  early  hifttory  of  medicine  in  Connecticat,  to- 
gether with  biographical  sketches  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  phy- 
sicians who  flourished  in  the  early  periods  of  its  history.  The  ad- 
dress aUnded  to  possesses  great  value,  not  only  as  affording  data  f<Hr 
noting  the  progress  which  our  profession  has  made  in  the  successive 
eras  of  its  history,  but  likewise  as  a  record  for  rescuing  from  pro- 
gressing oblivion  the  names  of  individuals  of  worth  and  eminence, 
to  whose  labors  we  are,  in  no  small  degree,  indebted  for  the  present 
advanced  respectability  which  the  medical  profession  in  Connecticut 
sustains. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  in  the  early  history  of  Connecticut, 
and  probably  that  of  our  country  generally,  a  large  portion  of  medi- 
cal practice  was  in  its  character  empirical.  For  a  considerable  pe- 
riod subsequent  to  the  first  settlement  of  the  several  towns,  &r  the 
largest  part  of  medical  prescription  was  dispensed. by  root  and  In- 
dian doctors.  Although  the  more  considerable  villages  early  possessed 
their  so-called  regular  physicians,  yet  many  of  these  did  not  blush 
l>oastingly  to  announce  their  paternity  to  nostrums  and  pretended 
specifics  for  particular,  or  for  all  diseases,  as  interest  might  dictate ; 
and  this  solely  with  the  view  of  indfiag  public  attention  toward 
themselves,  and  seducing  patients  from  their  professional  neighbors. 

In  such  a  condition  of  professional  morals,  it  is  little  surprising 
that  a  state  of  hostility  and  antagonistic  feeling,  should,  generaUy, 
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hATe  existed,  sach  as  is  well  known  to  have  characterized  the  med- 
ical societj  of  former  times.  In  the  seyeral  counties  of  the  states 
however,  exceptions  were  occasionallj  found,  of  physicians  of  a 
more  honorable  and  elevated  character,  who  not  onlj  labored  to  re- 
form the  moral  habits  of  the  precession,  but  also  to  advance  its  sci- 
entific respectability  and  usefulness. 

Although  a  retrospect  into  our  earlj  medical  history  will  present 
physicians  of  this  description  but  as 

Bad  nantes  in  garffit»  vBsto, 

of  popular  empiricism  then  prevailing,  jet  fortunately  such  have 
existed,  and  many  of  these  primary  luminaries  have  been  sufficient- 
ly fortunate  to  receive  a  notice  from  my  predecessor  in  the  address 
alluded  to.    Many  others  have  flourished  in  the  several  countiesy 
perhaps  equal  in  professional  talent  and  worth,  though  less  known  to 
general  fame^  whose  names,  by  the  demands  of  equal  justice,  oi^ht  to 
be  rescued  and  registered  with  their  co-laborers  in  support  of  legiti^ 
mate  medical  science  during  the  dark  period  of  its  history  in  the  Ameii« 
can  Cokmies.    In  rendering  such  tribute  of  respect  to  the  m^nories 
of  our  professional  pn^enitors,  we  who  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
pioneer  labors  and  difficulties,  are  not  only  dischargii^  a  debt  of 
gratitude  which  is  their  due,  but  we  are  also  furnishing  for  our  suc- 
cessors data  by  which  they  may  be  enabled  to  trace  past  medical 
progress,  and  not  improbably  may  incite  them  to  the  performance  of 
a  like  homage  to  the  memory  of  the  professional  benefactors  of  the 
present  period*    There  is  no  doubt,  as  stated,  that  all  the  counties 
have  furnished  many  physicians  of  the  character  alluded  to.    But 
as  the  limits  of  an  address  due  from  me  would  be  inadequate  ibr 
their  general  notice,  even  were  the  materials  readily  accessible^  I 
design  only  to  select— as  subjects  those  who  passed  thdr  professional 
lives  in  Fairfield  County,  leaving  those  of  other  sections  for  individ- 
uals possessing  a  similar  interest  for  the  memories  of  iheit  deceased 
brethren,  who  from  vicinity  of  location  enjoy  better  fiudlities  for  ob- 
taining dieir  biographical  histories. 

Few  are  the  recorded  data  for  biography  whidi  ordinarily  survive 
the  life  of  the  practitioner  of  medicine  in  country  districts.  The 
unifiyrm  and  familiar  character  of  his  vocation  affords  but  scanty 
material  for  the  adornment  of  general  history.  Being  more  familiar 
witJi  presoriptioa  than  the  pen,  or  the  more  bziUiant  exploits  of  war 
or  legislatioii,  Us  fame  is  lamentably  prone  to  expire  with  the  XQ«n- 
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otiet  aakl  lives  of  those  who  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  his  profes- 
nonal  labors. 

Individual  exceptions,  however,  are  not  wanting  of  members  of 
our  profession  who  have  left  recorded  testimonials  of  their  character 
and  fiime.  The  fortuitous  circumstances  which  often  enstamp  indi- 
vidual reputation  on  the  page  of  history  have  been  the  possession  of 
some  physicians.  The  indulgence  of  political  ambition,  a  devoted 
professional  philanthropy,  as  well  as  the  endowment  of  transcendent 
intelket,  are  no  less  likely  historically  to  note  the  physician,  than 
Mb  ooequals  in  general  society.  Most  of  those  in  Connecticut  who 
have  attained  such  fortune,  have  been  presented  to  your  notice  by 
mj  predecessor.  Accessible  records  have  supplied  him  with  facts, 
by  which  to  delineate  the  character  of  his  subjects  in  a  manner  far 
more  interesting  and  satisfactory  than  can  be  expected  for  those  de- 
rived from  forther  gleanings  in  the  past  professional  field. 

It  is  my  design  in  the  portion  of  these  pape^  devoted  to  biograph 
ieal  notice  to  select  those  who,  if  less  distinguished  by  general  fame, 
were  perhaps  of  equal  usefulness  in  the  dispensation  of  the  simple 
dntiea  of  the  medical  profession. 

Of  the  early  physicians  of  Fairfield  Gmnty,  I  have  succeeded  in 
obtaining  but  scanty  information.  More,  doubtless,  might  have  been 
derived  from  the  early  recordis  concerning  individuals,  were  the  mod* 
em  titular  appendage  added  to  their  names  as  a  guide  to  the  investiga- 
tion. This  omission,  so  general,  is  probably  to  be  explained  from 
Ae  £Mst,  thai  its  degradation  by  its  indiscriminate  application  to  all  tiie 
pretenders  of  the  period,  caused  the  name  **€^rur^e(m*'  to  be  conM. 
ered  an  appellative  more  worthy  the  ambition  of  educated  physielaas* 

As  stated,  I  have  been  able  to  derive  but  little  either  f^m  record 
or  tradition,  of  the  early  physicians  of  Fairfield  County.    It  is  piob- 
^  able  that  few  of  note  who  'made  the  practice  of  medicine  an  exclu- 

sive vocation,  left  the  larger  central  towns  to  locate  in  the  inoonsid- 
entile  villages  of  a  border  county.  As  in  the  state  generally,  many 
or  aioflt  of  the  early  clergy  of  the  county  imited  medical  prescrfpCioii 
witfi  their  clerical  duties,  and  it  is  probable  that  most  of  the  more' 
regular  prescriptioa  was  in  their  hands.  Of  professional  preseribers 
of  the  period  may  be  enumerated  the  successive  grades  of  root  and 
Liditti  doctors;  those,  who,  originating  in  these,  rose  through  rational 
observation,  and  the  aid  of  attention  to  existing  medical  literature^ 
to  the  station  of  respectable  practitioneni;  and  those  who  by  previous 
qpmlifieation  entered  the  prc^Msion  wilb  more  or  less  knowledge  of 
the  mescal  science  of  the  period. 
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The  earliest  pbysiciaii  of  the  latter  description  in  the  county,  of 
whom  I  have  obtained  a  knowledge,  was  Peter  Bulkley,  son  of  Bey. 
Peter  Bulkley,  of  Concord,  and  brother  of  Bev.,  afterward  Doct. 
Grershom  Bulkley,  of  Wethersfield.  He  resided  and  practiced  in  the 
town  of  Fairfield,  but  of  his  character  as  a  physician  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain  no  particular  information.  I  infer  from  the  probate  of  his 
will,  contained  on  the  probate  records,  dated  March  25th,  1691,  that 
he  died  in  that  year.  His  age  at  the  time  of  making  his  will,  da- 
ted as  above,  he  declares  to  be  forty-nine  years.  After  special  de- 
vise of  his  principal  estate,  which  appears  to  have  been  small,  he 
adds,  ^^  all  the  other  estate  I  leave  it  wholly  to  my  executor,  whether 
physic  or  other  howehold  stuff]  he  knowing  all  ye  concerns  about  it." 
His  ^medicines,  simples  and  in  composition,"  are  inventoried  at  £25. 
He  constitutes  his  ^  dearly  beloved  brother,  Grershom  Bulkley,"  his 
executor,  but  he  declined  the  trust 

Isaac  Hall  was  also  a  physician  of  Fairfield,  who  died  in  1714, 
but  regarding  his  reputation  nothing  special  is  to  be  obtained.  In 
his  nuncupative  will  on  the  probate  record,  he  is  styled  Doct.  Isaac 
Hall,  but  his  inventory  exhibits  but  a  meager  amount  of  his  profes- 
sional remains,  unless  ^  Culpepper's  Last  Legacy,"  included  in  the  list 
of  his  scanty  miscellaneous  library,  may  have  been  a  repository  of 
astrological  mysteries,  and  therefore  afford  evidence  that  he  was 
skilled  in  the  science  promulgated  by  the  celebrated  author  of  that 
name.  Sylvester  Judd,  Esq.,  of  Northampton,  who  is  most  conver-> 
sant  with  the  early  records  of  Fairfield  county,  states  regarding  him 
'<  he  was  a  physician  and  especially  a  chtrurgeon*  He  was  employed 
by  the  government  in  some  warlike  expedition,  and  my  impression 
is,  that  he  was  somewhat  distinguished." 

James  Laborie,  according  to  such  information  as  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  was  a  French  physician,  a  Huguenot,  who  emigrated  to 
this  country  about  the  commencement  of  the  last  century.  I  am  in- 
debted to  Rev.  N.  £.  Cornwall's  historical  discourse  on  Trinity 
ehurch,  Fairfield,  for  the  following.  ^Doctor  James  Laborie,  a 
French  physician  of  eminence,  who  left  hi»  native  country  toward 
the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  had  been  ordained  by  Mr. 
Khkf^tanHstes  of  the  Canton  of  Zurich  in  Switzerland,  taught  and  held 
service  according  to  the  usage  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  his  own 
house  in  Fairfield."  In  a  letter  preserved  m  the  archives  of  the 
above  named  church,  the  doctor  informs  that  he  '^  came  to  this  coi!kn- 
try  as  a  teacher  under  the  patronage  of  the  Bishop  of  London,  and 
being  disturbed  by  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  came  to  the 
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eokmy  and  conntj  of  Fairfield,  and  began  by  an  introductory  dis- 
eoorse  to  act  as  a  missionary  to  the  English  and  native  inhabitants, 
but  was  interrupted  immediately  by  one  of  the  magistrates/'  This 
aimonncement  of  his  efforts  in  Connecticut  was  probably  made  at 
Stratford,  where  he  seems  to  have  resided  from  1703  to  1717,  but  it 
appears  from  the  records  of  Fairfield  that  he  resided  there  as  early 
as  1718.  In  forming  an  estimate  of  the  doctor's  character  as  a  re- 
l^OfQs  teacher,  as  shown  above,  in  connection  with  the  somewhat  In- 
dicrons  notice  which  he  has  received  as  a  physician,  in  the  address 
of  zny  predecessor,  concerning  his  legal  controversy  with  Mr.  Lyron, 
oi  Milford,  on  the  subject  of  his  medical  charges,  a  degree  of  em- 
barrassment may  possibly  be  encountered.  For  its  removal  how- 
ever, and  in  his  justification  in  the  latter  capacity,  it  may  perhaps  be 
expedient  to  interpose  the  presumption  that  he  had  in  a  degree  been 
mdoctrinafied  in  the  Jesuitical  principles  recognized  by  the  truly 
Catholic  of  his  native  France.  Tenets  thus  imbibed  may  perhaps 
have  prompted  the  doctor  in  his  evangelising  zeal,  to  devote  his 
medical  prerogative,  so  signally  exercised  upon  Lyron's  purse,  as  a 
subordinate  for  the  promotion  of  the  object  of  his  Protestant  mis- 
si<m  among  the  heathenln  the  country  of  his  adoption. 

His  medical  diploma,  dated  London,  1697,  written  in  Latin,  de- 
scribing him  as  the  son  €{  a  celebrated  physician  of  France,  was 
recorded  by  the  clerk  of  Fairfield  county  court  in  1708.  By  his 
win  on  the  Fairfield  probate  records  of  the  date  1731,  he  devises  to 
his  son  James,  *^  all  my  instruments  of  ehirttrgirie  and  my  French 
writangs."  His  deatii,  according  to  the  court  proceedings,  occurred 
about  that  period. 

Francis  Forgue  was  also  a  French  physician,  who  it  is  understood 
came  to  America  as  surgeon  of  the  French  forces  engaged  in  the 
defense  of  Canada  against  the  English,  during  the  war  which  result* 
*ed  in  its  conquest  by  the  latter.  The  period  at  which  he  left  the 
anny,  or  the  circumstances  which  led  to  such  decision,  are  at  present 
unknown.  Listead,  however,  of  returning  to  his  native  country,  he 
located  in  Fairfield  between  the  years  1755  and  1760,  where  he 
practiced  as  a  physician  of  considerable  distinction  until  his  death. 
Tradition  uniformly  assigns  to  Doct  Forgue  the  character  of  a  well 
educated  physician,  possessing  superior  talents ;  of  gentlemanly  de- 
portmenty  and  in  his  social  qualities  afiable  and  interesting.  A 
fHend  who  is  remotely  connected  with  the  descendants  of  the  doctor, 
writes  me  that  it  is  his  ^  impression  that  he  was  a  skillful  surgeon, 
and  th|tt  he  was  employed  in  Washington's  army  as  such.    That  he 


was  polite,  rather  yagne  ia  his  religions  senttmeBts^  perfectly  honest 
and  liberal,  despising  anj  kind  of  fraud  or  oquiTocatioa,  aad  careless 
of  his  pecuniarj  ooncems  so  long  as  he  and  his  wife  had  enough/' 
Nomeroos  anecdotes  current  concerning  him  confirm,  the  aboTO  diar* 
acter.  The  following  would  appear  to  exhibit  his  jreligious  senti- 
ments  as  coinciding  with  those  pf  the  French  sehod  of  theolegiaas* 
Being  in  company  where  an  animated  discussion  axose  regarding  the 
merits  and  final  prospects  of  the  several  religious  sects;,  an  a^eal 
was  at  length  made  to  the  doctor  (who  had  taken  lio  part  in  the  dis- 
pute,) for  his  opinion  on  the  controverted  subject^  who  joooselj  r»> 
sponded;  ^Bj  and  bj  Monsieur  A.  [one  of  the  disputants]  die;  he 
appear  before  the  Judge,  who  saj,  Momfieur  A^  of  what  sect  are  jou? 
Monsieur  A.  say,  I  be  Presbyterian.  Say  the  Judge,  Monsieur  A. 
you  take  that  apartment  By  and  by  Monsieur  B.  [another  of  the 
party]  die,  and  go  to  the  tribunal.  Say  the  Judge,  Monneur  B.,  of 
what  sect  be  you  ?  Monsieur  B.  say  I  be  Episcopalian*  Well !  say^the 
Judge,  Mens.  B.  you  take  that  apartment."  Thus  disposing  of  the 
Methodist,  Baptist,  Arc,  the  doctor  adds:  By  and  by  Doctor  Forgoe 
he  die,  andmake  his  appearance.  Says  the  Judge,  Hah !  doctor,  you 
come,ehI  of  what  sect  are  you  ?  I  say,  Oh  f  I  be  just  nothing  at  all  I 
Ah  1  very  well,  say  the  Judge,  you  go  where  you  please,  doctor." 

Another  anecdote  well  iUustrates  the  doctor^s  frank  and  noD^^gff&vih 
eating  qualities.  He  with  one  Job  Slocum  and  others,  bfting  ar- 
raigned before  a  magistrate  for  card-playing,  for  which  he  was  pas- 
sionately fond ;  and  being  asked  their  plea,  his  companions,  as  by  l^gal 
parlance  bound,  plead  not  ffttilijfl  ^Bah!"  says  the  more  honest 
Frenchman,  <^you  lie  Job!  you  be  guilt  I  I  be  guilt!  we  all  be  guilt  I 
you  know  you  guilt  1  What  the  fine  Monsieur  Justice  P'  On  learning 
the  amount,  the  doctor  promptly  profiered  the  magistrate  double  the 
sum,  good-humoredly  remarking,  ^Me  play  out  the  balance  next  time 
Monsieur  Justice;  leaving  the  remaining  perplexed  offenders  of  the' 
law  to  heal  its  breach,  by  rehictandy  following  the  suit  so  firankly 
proffiared  by  their  more  honest  Gallie/Mtr6Mr.  ^  Doctor  ForgHe'iweny'* 
is  an  appellation,  aJL  the  present  tune,o£kai  applied  to  persons  :of  free 
religieus  faith. 

It  is  said  that  he  nevw  acquired  the  fluent  use  of  the  JEbm^UuAi 
language ;  but  ever  kept  his  accounts  and  memorandums  in  his  na« 
five  dialect.  His  tombstone  in  Fairfield  cemetery  contains  only  the 
sfanple  memorial  of  his  naoM,  and  time  of  his  decease,  with  tibe  fur- 
ther inscription  that  ^be  was  a  respectable  physician  and  osefiil 
eitisen."    He  died  in  1788,  aged  fifty-four  years. 
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It«ppean  bom  I>oct  Sanmcff^s  address,  tluit  John  Copp,  styled 
•eboofanasler,  obtaiaad  the  reeommendatioii  of  the  selectmen  of  Nor- 
walk^  and  applied  for  a  license  to  practice  medicine  in  1705.  ReT* 
I>octor  Hall,  who  is  ftmiHar  with  the  ancient  records  of  that  town, 
krfbnns  me^  ^  that  John  Copp  was  a  sdioolmaster,  surveyor,  deacon 
and  UmurcldAj  which  last  office  he  held  from  1708  to  1740."'  Doc* 
lor  Hall  adds, ^whether  he  praeticed  medicine,  I  have  no  means  of 
aa^ertawng."    He  died  May  16th,  1754,  aged  seventy-eight  years« 

Doct.  ■  ■■  Thomas,  piactieed  medicine  in  Newtown,  and  died 
probably,  seventy  or  e^;h^  years  ago.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a 
adtf^dncated  physi<»an,  and  possessed  of  considerable  ability.  His 
widow  married,  I  am  told,  Nehamiah  Strong,  formerly  mathematical 
pix^MSCHr  in  Yale  College. 

Doct»  Uriah  Rogers,  according  to  information  I  have  obtained, 
WHS  bom  at  Braintree,  Mass.,  in  1710,  and  was  a  near  descendant  of 
Sratfaaniel  Bogers,  also  a  physician,  who  emigrated  to  this  country, 
from  Afnngton,  England,  in  16B6,  and  snoeeeded  President  Oaks  in 
tbe  presideaK^  of  Harvard  CoU^;e  in  1683.  Doct.  Rogers  studied 
with  Doct.  Jonathan  Ball  of  Hartford,  and  was  licensed  by  the 
Ckneral  Court  in  1733.'  He  soon  after  located  in  Norwalk,  where  he 
pmnned  the  practice  of  medicine  until  his  death.  He  was  hospital 
surgeon  in  the  British  army,  in  the  French  war,  so  called,  in  1758. 
At  the  Imming  of  Norwalk  in  1779  by  the  British,  a  period  subse- 
quent to  his  death,  his  late  mansion  was  destroyed  with  its  effiscts, 
including  his  books  and  papers.  The  only  articles  preserved  were 
his  silver-headed  cane,  a  present  from  Gov.  Fitdi,  and  his  family 
coat  of  arms,  which  is  said  to  be  that  of  the  descendants  of  John 
Rogers  the  martyr* 

Doct  Rogers  is  represented  as  being  a  distinguished  physician, 
of  stnmg  and  vigorous  mind,  and  enjoying  an  extensive  practice* 
He  is  also  represented  as  being  eminent  for  his  piety,  of  a  dignified 
d^ortment,  and  much  respected  in  the  community  where  he  resided. 
He  died  in  1778,  aged  sixty-three  years.  He  lef^  six  sons,  three  of 
whom,  Uriah,  Hezekiah  and  .David,  were  physicians.  Uriah  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Norwalk,  but  died 
eariyin  life,  in  1776^  aged  thirty-eight  years. 

Doct.  David  Rogers  studied  medicine  with  his  fiither,  obtained 
a  license  to  practice  medicine  in  New  York,  and  k>cated  at  Green- 
field Hill,  Fairield,  where  he  practiced  medicine  until  age  incapaci- 
tated him  forthe  actiye  dutiesof  his  profession.  He  died  at  Norwich 
in  1829,  aged  eighty-^^^t  years.    He  held  a  respectaUe  rank  in  his 
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profession,  is  said  to  have  been  gentlemanly  and  dignified  in  his  man- 
ner, and  was  active  and  efficient  in  the  organization  of  the  oonntj 
society.  He  held  a  commission  of  surgeon  in  the  army  of  the  Bero- 
lution ;  and  I  am  informed  was  by  the  side  of  Qen,  Wboster,  when 
he  fell  at  the  battle  of  Ridgefield.  This  family  stock  appears  to  hare 
been  prolific  in  supplying  branches  of  the  medical  profession;  as  of 
Doct.  Rogers'  five  sons,  three,  viz.,  David,  Charles  and  Morns,  studied 
and  practiced  medicine,  and  his  only  daughter  married  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Dewees  of  Philadelphia.  The  son  Doct  David  Rogers,  late 
of  New  York,  was  the  father  of  Doct  David  L.  Rogers  of  that  eity\ 
and  also  of  Doct  James  Rogers.  Whether  acquisitions  to  the  pxtH 
fession,  from  the  other  branches  have  been  as  numerous,  I  am  not 
informed. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  politeness  of  Wm.  H.  Holly,  Esq.,  of  Stam- 
ford, for  the  following  notice  of  the  elder  physicians  of  that  town,  as 
well  as  of  several  of  a  more  recent  period,  (^  whom  my  original 
design  precludes  a  mention  in  these  pap^v. 

^^Doct  Nathaniel  Hubbard,  died  in  Stamford  in  the  year  1772,  at 
an  advanced  age.  For  forty  or  fifty  years  he  was  the  principal  phy- 
sician in  the  place,  and  particularly  eminent' in  his  profession.** 

''  Doct  John  Wilson  commenced,  practice  about  the  year  1760, 
and  continued  here  until  1796,  when  he  removed  to  the  city  of  New 
York.  He  was  a  native  of  Stamford.  He  died  about  the  year  1802, 
leaving  four  sons,  all  physicians,  viz.  John,  (the  father  of  Hon.  John 
Q.  Wilson  now  of  Albany,  but  for  many  years  a  resident  <^  West- 
port,  and  judge  of  the  county  court  of  Fairfield  county,)  Stephen 
James  and  Henry.  John  and  Stephen  settled  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  James  and  Henry  in  the  county  of  Westchester." 

Doct  Samuel  Webb,  bom  in  Stamford,  March  7th,  1760,  son  of 
CoL  Charles  Webb,  a  distinguished  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
was  9<m'in4aiw  of  the  above  Dr.  John  Wilson.  He  graduated  at 
Yale  College,  about  the  year  1779,  and  immediately  commenced  the 
study  and  practice  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Wilson,  and  contmued  in  a 
successful  practice  up  to  the  day  of  his  death,  Dec.  29th,  1826. 
Doct  Webb  ever  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  commu- 
nity to  a  remarkable  degree,  not  only  in  his  profession,  but  in  his 
civil  relations.  On  several  occasions  he  represented  the  town  in  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  and  for  many  years  filled  the  offiee  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace. .  He  died  very  suddenly  of  enlargement  of  the 
heart,  in  his  sixty-seventh  year;  having  previously  enjoyed,  during, 
life,  uninterrupted  good  health.    It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  shown  book 


entries  apcm  Ub  day-liook,  Aat  fer  fcmteen  jeus  preyknis  to 
death,  not  a  day  passed,  but  he  made  professioiial  visits.'' 

There  were  several  phynciaiis  of  the  name  of  Tomlinson  who 
foimerij  resided  and  pnctieed  medicine  in  Stratford.  Their  respect* 
ive  names,  as  I  learn,  were  Agar  Tomlinson,  Wm.  Agar  Tomlinson, 
soa  <^  the  above,  Charies  Tcnnlinsoa,  nephew  of  Agar,  and  Heseklah 
Tomlinson. 

I  have  been  able  to  obtain  bat  little  of  their  biographies,  other 
than  that  thej  were  highly  reipectable  as  citiaens,  and  two  or  three 
of  the  nomber  were  of  ccnsiderable  eminence  as  physicians.  The 
fiiat  gradoated  at  Yale  GoU^e  in  1744^  and  died  in  1776,  aged  fiftjw 
three  years.  Hezekiah  also  gradoated  at  the  same  institotion  in 
1765,  and  died  in  1781,  aged  thirty-foor  yean. 

Doct  Wm.  Agar  Tomlinson  is  said  to  have  been  somewhat  emi- 
nent in  his  precession.  He,  I  am  informed,  espoused  the  caose  of 
the  king  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  retired  with  most  of  the 
Americo-EngUsh  patriots  to  Nova  Scotia,  at  its  dose,  where  he  re- 
sided for  a  period.  He  sobsequently  retomed  to  Stratford  and  re- 
sumed professional  duties.  He  is  stated  to  have  aj^lied  to  the  State 
LegiBlatare  for,  and  obtained  a  special  act  granting  a  restoration  of 
his  sequestered  estate,  and  also  the  privilege  of  collecting  his  medi- 
cal bills,  contracted  previoos  to  his  expatriation.  He  is  reported  to 
have  exa%ised  this  indnlgeace  oppressively  on  many  of  his  debtors. 
He  died  in  1789. 

Two  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Clark,  who  were  brothers,  via., 
Joseph  and  James,  and  also  a  physician  by  the  name  of  Russel, 
piacdoed  medicine  at  an  early  period,  in  Stratford.  The  Qaab 
are  reported  as  physicians  of  eminence  for  the  period;  but  I  am  un- 
able to  state  anything  regarding  Doct  BusseL  Joseph  dark  is  re- 
ported as  a  physician  of  eminence,  and  much  esteemed  in  his  pro- 
fession, a  citizen  of  good  principles,  and  a  kind,  affable  and  gentle- 
manly man.  Ho  espoused  the  cause  of  the  king  during  the 
Revolution,  in  consequence  of  which  his  family  suffered  much  indig- 
nity from  the  zealous  populace.  He  fled  with  his  family  to  the 
British  provinces,  where  he  probably  died. 

Before  proceeding  to  a  notice  of  the  later  j^ysicians  of  Fairfleld 
county,  such  as  were  connected  ¥dth  the  organization  of  its  medical 
society,  I  will  briefly  allude  to  the  general  condition  of  medicine 
and  medical  literature  in  the  county  previous  to  its  society  oiganisa- 
tion,  as  far  as  accessible  facts  fomish  infonnation  on  the  subject. 
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Doubtless  the  medical  history  of  this  is  similar  to  that  of  most 
other  counties  in  this  State  i  but  as  assodatioBi  as  well  in  medical^ 
as  in  eivil  relations,  was  .more  intimate  between  the  population  with- 
in the  boundaries  of  each  of  these  geographical  sections,  it  is  rea> 
fonaUe  to  suppose,  that  influences  would  originate  from  such  inters 
eouxBe,  which  would  estaUish  peeuliarities,  not  onlyin  their  ordinary 
domestic  relations,  but  also  in  the  sentiments  and  habits  of  practice 
among  the  physicians  of  each  county. 

In  the  eariy  periods  of  the  settlement  of  the  State,  intercourse 
among  her  physieiaas  waacireumsmbed,  andaccess  to  medical  htera- 
ture  difficult.  Medical  morals  therefore,  aa  well  as  prescription, 
ioubless  in  a  considerahte  degree,  received  modification  from  the 
ebaracter  and  qualifioatkm  of  indiTiduals  who  were  the  administrap 
tors  of  the  healing  art  Hence  it  is  probable  that  each  county  pre- 
sented a  medical  character  considerably  deviating  from  that  of  its 
neighboring  counties* 

Among  the  causes  of  sectional  peculiarities  in  the  State  of  the 
medical  profession,  not  the  least  was  an  unequal  numerical  possess- 
ion, by  its  several  counties,  of  physicians  of  amore  refined  and  ex- 
alted education. 

It  may  readily  be  conoeiyed  thatthe  medieal  character  of  each  coun- 
ty would  be  elevated  or  depressed  in  aratio  proportionate  to  the  enjoy- 
ment, or  absence  of  the  salutary  influence  which  such  must  exert  upon 
the  sentiments  of  the  community  in  which  they  resided.  In  counties 
numbering  but  a  limited  portion  of  physicians  of  this  description,  it 
is  to  be  presumed,  that  the  public  sentiment  regarding  medicine 
would  be  moulded  by  and  made  conformable  to  the  incnleations  of  the 
empirical  pretenders,  while  in  sections  enjoying  the  teachings  of  a 
'greater  portion  of  the  honorable  and  educated,  a  more  accurate  and 
elevated  estimate  would  be  formed  relative  to  the  merits  and  daims 
of  the  Various  medieal  administrators  within  its  predncts. 

In  fields  preoccupied  by  the  quackish  pretenders,  who  had  cautious- 
ly  intrenched  themselves  in  the  favor  of  a  marvelHBeeking  public,  by 
exhibiting  the  mysteries  with  which  they  ever  envelop  their  art,  the 
honorable  and  scientific  physician  could  hardly  be  expected  to  seek  his 
fortune.  To  such  fields,  therefore,  would  the  various  species  of  pretend- 
er, who  ever  shrink  from  the  light  of  science,  retire  with  the  object,  not 
maij  of  reaping  the  pecuniary  harvests  which  they  presented,  but  with 
dm  view  also  of  esea{Mng  the  duigers  of  a  detection  of  his  devices. 
In  common  with  other  border  counties  of  the  State,  Fairfldd  county 
criginaliy  enjoyed  less  die  councils  of  the  better  educated  i^ysicians 
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more  and  longer  than  those,  the  evib  o^  empiricism  and  quackery. 

AUhough  its  several  larger  and  populoos  yillages  early  possessed 
their  so  called  regular  physiciansy  yet  these  were  mostly  deriTatione 
from  the  root  and  Indian  doctorsy  whose  professional  haUta  had  been 
lormed  in  the  schools  whence  they  originated.  A  portion  of  tbe 
more  rational  <^  these  sought  associationi  and  gradually  became  as* 
itimilated  in  j^ractical  yiews  with  their  systematically  educated 
brethren;  but  while  assuming  such  position,  they  did  not  hesitate 
fisHn  mottyes  of  enhancing  their  interests,  to  foster  the  popular  no- 
tion shrewdly  inculcated  in  their  Alma  Maters  that  diseases  of  pe* 
collar  location  were  of  special  and  indigenous  character;  and  that 
their  specific  remedies  existed  principaUy  in  the  forests  and  fields  Ia 
which  they  originated.  Many  of  these  practitioners,  howeyer,  who 
possessed  greater  honesty  of  charaeteri  connected  with  a  native  taste 
far  the  science  which  they  professed,  in  the  emergencies  occurring  in 
their  practice  resorted  to  some  ^^pritUedgtade  to  health"  and  perchance 
to  the  woite  of  Boerhaye  or  Sydenham,  which  not  unfrequently  be* 
flame  their  standard  counselors  in  {wactice,  and  also  their  instructors 
in  the  leisure  of  their  domestic  retirement. 

By  such  discipline,  aided  by  observation  of  the  character  of  dis- 
as  well  as  by  occasional  consultations  with  better  instructed 
iciaas,  many  of  this  self-educated  class  became  elevated  to  a  re* 
•peetable  rank  as  practitioners,  and  useful  in  the  conununity  where 
tbey  resided.  By  means  of  such  improvement  in  the  qualificatkitt 
of  its  professors,  the  healing  att  advanced  in  respectability;  the  aln 
surdities  of  the  medical  impostor  were  exposed  to  the  judgment  of  die 
reflecting;  and  the  popular  sentiment  which  had  been  trained  in  the 
belief  of  its  marvelous  results,  was  gradually  led  to  contemplate  med* 
leal  science  in  the  view  of  the  ordinary  sciences,  which  like  these, 
beipg  based  on  sensible  and  rational  principleB,  was  to  be  aequired, 
bat  through  a  patient  and  careful  investigation. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  the  more  considerable  villages  usuallj 
eigoyed  the  advantages  of  the  services  of  regularly  educated  physi- 
cians. By  reason,  however,  of  the  scanty  means  afforded  for  the  ac- 
quirement of  medical  knowledge  in  the  early  periods  of  our  Stale'fl 
history,  the  remark  may  not  be  deemed  invidious,  tha^  far  the  laigec 
portion  of  medical  practitioners,  at  the  commencement  of  their  ^rae* 
Itoe,  probably  possessed  lesa  thecHretical  medical  literature  than  that 
acquired  by  the  diligent  student  of  medicine  at  the  present  time,  af- 
ter a  pupilage  of  a  few  months  in  the  office  of  the  private,  practi* 
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tionor,  exclusive  of  the  instniolioD  which  he  receires  from  a  coone 
of  lectures  in  a  public  medical  institnlion. 

Occasionally  might  be  found  in  the  more  populous  districts,  physi- 
dans  who  had  received  their  education  in  European  schools.  Such 
were  generally  versed  in  the  medical  science  of  the  period,  and  of 
course  were  important  accessions,  not  only  to  the  community  which 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  their  dull,  but  also  to  the  medical  profession 
by  the  influence  which  they  exerted  in  the  elevation  of  the  standard 
of  its  character  and  general  qualification. 

The  early  source  of  medical  knowledge  in  the  New  England  col- 
onies, was  only  that  of  the  private  pnU^tioner;  and  as  most  of  these 
were  versed  only  in  the  more  immediately  practical  iHranches,  such 
as  Materia  Medica,  Theory  and  Practice,  &c.,  a  passable  familiarity 
of  the  student  with  these,  was  deemed  adequate  qualification  for  the 
exercise  of  his  skill  as  a  public  practitioner.  Extensive  attainments 
in  Midwifery  and  Surgery  were  deemed  of  secondary  importance  to 
the  medical  practitioner;  for  the  reason,  that  while  cases  of  the  fbi^ 
mer  were  commonly  presided  over  by  the  professional  ^gudewif^*  of 
the  neighborhood,  the  important  cases  of  the  latter,  as  at  the  present 
time,  were  submitted  to  the  skill  of  the  professional  operator  in  that 
department. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  information,  calls  upon  the 
physician  to  perform  obstetrical  duties  were  rare  pri(»>  to  1800;  or 
perhaps  in  some  locations,  a  few  years  previous.  In  periods  ooosid-* 
arable  earlier  than  the  date  mentioned,  it  is  believed  that  in  no  cases 
were  their  services  required,  except  perhaps  in  a  few  rare  instances, 
which  were  attended  with  circumstances  of  a. difficult  or  untoward 
character.  Previous  to  the  formation  of  the  county  society,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  time  devoted  to  medical  qualification,  even  of  the 
regular  practitioner,  was  optional  with  the  candidate  for  public  favor. 
His  rsKance  for  a  successful  practice  was  more  upon  tbe  popular 
decision  regarding  his  skill,  than  upon  certificates  of  qualification 
which  he  might  derive  from  his  medical  teacher.  However  short 
may  have  been  the  term  devoted  to  the  acquirement  of  medical  sci- 
ence, those  adopting  the  system  of  the  then  recognized  regular  prac- 
tice, were  readily  acknowledged  and  received  into  the  ranks  of  the 
professional  fraternity,  with  the  members  of  which,  mutual  consulta- 
tions were  held  over  their  respective  patients. 

In  a  condition  of  medical  literature,  like  that  of  the  period  under 
consideration,  it  might  be  expected  that  a  preponderating  ratio  of  em- 
pirieism  would  necessarily  become  blended  with  its  elements,  as  well 
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as  in  the  practice  of  its  professon.  Indeed  such  is  the  view  of  the 
practice  of  the  period,  as  contemplated  bj  the  modem  observer,  that 
its  character  is  necessarily  represented  as  partaking  more  of  a  sjs* 
tematic  empiricism  or  charlatanry,  than  of  an  elevated  scientific 
profession.  In  extenuation,  however,  of  such  professional  state,  it 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  that  the  sources  for  the  acquisi* 
tion  of  medical  knowledge  in  the  American  colonies  were  few  and 
scanty,  and  the  means  for  its  attainment  abroad  were  accessible  to 
but  few.  The*  emergences  of  disease,  ever  existing  wherever  there 
was  population,  the  public,  therefore,  were  necessarily  impelled  to 
the  employment  of  such  professors  of  the  art  of  healing  as  were  at* 
tainsible  in  the  vicinity  of  its  occurrence,  and  that  often  without  the 
option  of  a  selection  between  the  better  qualified  physician,  and  the 
dii^nser  of  nostrums  or  Indian  specifics. 

With  alternatives  thus  urgent  to  influence  a  public  possessing  few 
of  the  present  facilities  for  scientific  acquirement  adequate  to  direct 
its  decisions,  or  indeed,  in  most  instances,  of  even  judging  by  com- 
parison  of  the  qualification  of  medical  claimants  on  their  favor,  it 
may  readily  be  conceived  that  a  limited  discrimination  would  be  ex- 
ercised in  the  selection  of  a  medical  adviser.  Nor  did  it  present  a  new 
problem  in  the  science  of  human  nature  for  solution,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  abundant  unscrupulous  candidates  for  popular  favor 
should  be  found  as  adventurers  upon  their  fortune  in  the  profession, 
with  but  a  modicum  of  knowledge  of  the  intricate  sources  of  disease, 
or  of  the  nature  of  the  active  agents  of  the  Materia  Medica  adapted 
to  their  removal 

As  ignorance  is  the  parent  of  quackery  and  empiricism,  little  else 
could  be  expected  of  the  earlier  professional  character  of  the  state, 
than  its  history  actually  presents.  But  the  fact  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  society  at  the  present  period,  enjoying  the  advantages  of  a 
general  diffusion  of  education  and  scientific  refinement,  with  Hhe  edii* 
ncated  physician  accessible  to  all,  should  with  an  eagerness  and 
ready  faith*  worthy  of  former  times,  embrace  such  baseless  Imd 
ephemeral  novelties,  as  the  Botanic,  Homeopathic,  and  Hydropathic 
vagaries,  as  well  as  the  flood  of  popular  nostrums  which  deluge  com- 
munity, (and  that  not  merely  by  its  more  ignorant  members,  but  also 
embracing  many  of  the  better  educated  class,)  presents  a  psy- 
chological enigma  of  more  difficult  explanatioh.  With  such  abound- 
ing credulity,  thus  manifested,  relative  to  the  healing  art,  we  may 
cease  to  be  surprised  that  m  darker  eras  of  our  early  history,  embrac- 
ing a  marvel-loving  public,  and  a  medical  profession  whose  members 
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were  irresponsible  to  codes,  sanctioned  by  a  majoritj  of  its  constitaents, 
the  toils  and  pecuniary  sacrifices  incident  to  a  competent  medieal  edu* 
oiktion  should  be  evaded,  for  the  more  enticing  embrace  of  the  emolu- 
ments proffered  bj  the  immediate  assumption  of  the  office  of  physician. 

It  certainly  affords  evidence  thatas  concientious  rectitude  and  phi- 
lanthropy are  marked  characteristics  of  the  medical  profession,  since, 
with  the  fact  so  strikingly  presented  to  the  student  of  medicine,  that 
the  quack  will  share  with  him  his  portion  of  public  patroni^,  he, 
notwithstanding,  submits  to  the  sacrifice  attendant  upon  the  acquire- 
ment of  Buch  education  as  alone  can  qualify  him  for  the  office  of  a 
competent  physician.  With  a  medical  profession  imperfectly  edu- 
cated, like  that  of  former  times,  and  a  public  sentiment  schooled  and 
disciplined  in  the  belief  of  its  mysterious  resources,  it  might  reason- 
ably be  anticipated  that  knavish  pretenders  as  well  as  the  dbhonest 
of  the  profession,  would  seek  the  promotion  of  their  interests, 
dirough  announcements  of  various  specifics,  assumed  as  marvelous 
revelations  of  indigenous  agencies,  which  were  particularly  adapted 
to  the  prevalent  diseases  of  the  same  location ;  or  that  the  mysterious 
aiantfestations  of  the  Indian  character,  associated  with  his  marvel- 
ous traditions,  would  be  made  available  for  the  purpose  of  exciting 
die  imagination  of  the  credulous,  and  thereby  beguiling  them  to  de- 
vote both  their  health  and  interests  at  the  shrine  of  their  unhallowed 
ambition. 

It  is  manifest  that  dishonorable  arts  and  devices  of  this  description, 
solely  designed  to  inure  to  the  profits  of  their  inventors,  especially 
when  resorted  to  by  members  of  the  profession,  could  not  fail  to  be 
pfoHfic  of  discords  among  neighboring  physicians,  such  as  are  too 
well  known  to  have  characterized  and  disgraced  the  medical  society 
in  Connecticut. 

In  Furfield,  and  probably  in  other  counties,  a  melancholy  disre- 
gard of  professional  etiquette  characterized  most  of  her  physicians 
previous  to  the  organization  of  her  Medical  Society ;  and  I  am  com- 
pelled to  add,  that  the  confirmed  habits  of  many  practitioners 
protracted  the  evil  for  a  considerable  period  subsequently,  notwith- 
standing its  salutary  provisions  of  codes  and  by-laws,  with  the  ob« 
ject  of  suppressing  the  evil.  Friendly  professional  intercourse  was 
rare  among  neighboring  physicians.  Many  habitually  visited  and 
prescribed  for  patients  m  the  absence  of,  or  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  regular  attendant ;  and  facts  toO  clearly  prove,  that  often  petty  and 
dishonest  devices  were  resorted  to,  with  the  object  of  supplanting 
an  absent  rival  in  the  confidence  of  the  patient  or  his  friends.    It  was 
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not  anGommon  in  eaA  euenmstanoefl,  for  tlie  reeetft  attendant  to  de* 
nonnce  the  treatment  of  hk  predecessor,  and  after  a  sanunarj  con* 
signment  of  his  medicines,  either  to  the  fire  or  through  the  window, 
to  sabstitute  from  his  own  stores  those,  most  Hkelj,  of  the  same,  or 
of  a  similar  character.  * 

It  is  deplorable  to  contemplate  such  ntter  prostration  of  honora- 
ble deportAent,  bj  men  profesaing  to  be  members  of  an  ostensibly 
learned  and  honondble  profession ;  hj  tiiose  too,  who,  there  ia  reason 
to  believe,  were  sufficiently  observant  of  a  gentlemanly  demeanor  in 
their  intercourse  with  other  members  of  ^  community. 

Such  being  the  view  of  medical  society  presented  by  a  re* 
trospect  into  its  past  history,  it  would  be  interesting  to  investigate 
and  portray  the  causes  which  have  effected  its  present  comparatively 
elevated  and  improved  condition.  It  would  be  equally  interesting 
to  note  the  different  phases  of  melioration  through  which  the  medi- 
cal society  in  Connecticut  has  passed  in  its  progress  to  the  soperipr 
moral  and  scientific  position  which  it  holds  at  the  present  time.  But 
die  discussion  would  be  incompatible  with  the  present  design,  even 
did  the  circumscribed  limits  of  an  address  on  this  occasion  afford 
adequate  space.  It  can  not,  howevar,  be  matter  of  doubt,  that  the 
improvement  has  been  effected  by  the  unremitted  labors  of  a  few  of 
the  master  spirits  of  the  profession,  who  have  lived  in  the  different 
eras  of  our  professional  history.  These  experiencing  and  deploring 
the  existing  evib,  and  impressed  with  the  conviction  of  the  inade- 
quacy of  detached  individual  efforts  for  their  correction,  ultimately 
devised  the  remedy  of  society  association,  by  means  of  which,  a  con- 
certed influence  of  the  more  respectable  ph3rsicians  of  the  State, 
might,  more  efiectually,  be  directed  to  the  promotion  and  advance- 
ment of  the  interests,  as  well  as  the  respectability  of  the  profession. 

No  doubt  much  had  been  effected  by  individual  assiduity,  previ- 
ous to  the  establishment  of  medical  associations.  But  such  detached 
and  limited  efforts  had  been  proved  manifestly  inadequate  to  effect  a  re- 
form of  an  entire  system,  defective  not  only  in  its  general  scientifio 
qualifications,  but  also  depressed  in  its  moral  character,  by  the  long  es- 
tablished unsocial  and  unprofessional  habits  and  practices  of  a  lai^ 
portion  of  its  members.  It  is  manifest  that  to  remedy  the  former^ 
on  elevated  and  uniform  standard  of  education  was  required,  by 
which  the  quatification  of  aspirants  to  membership  were  to  be 
tested,  and  their  claims  decided  by  a  competent  tribunal  ^del^pated 
with  adequate  authority  to  deny  admission  to  the  incompetent ;  while 
to  eflfect  the  latter,  such  codes  and  regulations,  promulgated  by  a  no 
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lew  potent  aathori^,  were  demanded,  bb  miglit  prove  restoaints  on 
tlie  propensities  of  Bueh  of  its  members  as  were  then,  as  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  unfortunately  endowed  with  a  predominancy  of  the  selfish 
impulses  over  their  honorable  sentiments* 

With  the  laudable  object  of  effecting  a  professional  reform  and 
improTement,  the  physicians  of  several  towns  and  counties  embraced 
the  plan  of  society  association,  as  the  most  effective  means  for  its 
accomplishment.  Experience  soon  manifested  the  happy  effects  of 
the  system ;  and  that  its  greatest  possible  good  might  be  attained, 
the  plan  of  a  general  State  association  was  conceived  and  ultimately 
adopted  by  the  various  county  societies.  This  received  incorpora- 
tion by  act  of  Legislature  in  1792. 

The  design  of  organization  was  not  simultaneously  embr  aced  by 
the  various  sections  of  the  Stfite,  but  each  with  zeal,  successively 
adopted  a  measure,  the  happy  effects  of  which  were  plainly  mani- 
fested upon  the  medical  society  of  the  sections  which  had  experi- 
enced its  benefits.  .  The  city  of  Norwich,  and  Litchfield  County,  ap- 
pear to  have  taken  the  initiative  in  medical  organization ;  the  first  in 
1762  or  3,  the  last  in  1765.  Windham  and  New  Haven  counties,  a 
few  years  later,  followed  the  example  set  by  the  first  mentioned,  and 
instituted  their  societies.  Fairfield  county  appears  to  have  been 
more  tardy  in  the  formation  of  her  society,  which  was  organized  in 
1792 ;  being  a  few  months  subsequent  to  the  incorporation,  by  the 
Legislature,  of  the  State -Medical  Society,  which  was  granted  in  the 
spring  of  that  year. 

Although  Fairfield  was  later  in  the  movement  of  organization  than 
its  sister  counties,  yet  I  am  led  to  infer  that  a  no  less  active  senti-^ 
'  ment  for  reform  existed  in  the  minds  of  her  physicians  than  that  al- 
ready manifested  in  the  other  sections  of  the  State.  This  is  shown 
fix>m  the  fact  that  her  society  records  exhibit,  appended  to  the  original 
articles  of  the  association,  the  names  of  forty  of  her  most  respecta- 
ble cotemporary  physicians,  being  probably  about  the  number  of 
r^;ular  practitioners  in  the  county,  at  the  period  of  its  organization. 

Li  view  of  this  ready  concurrence  and  support  obtained  for  her 
society,  from  so  large  a  portion  of  the  physicians  of  the  county,  it  is 
with  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  the  admission,  that  subsequently, 
and  even  at  the  present  time,  a  large  number  of  respectable  practi- 
tioners of  the  county,  question  its  utility  and  withhold  their  influence 
and  liie  pecuniary  aid  requisite  to  sustain  its  action  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  greatest  good  for  which  it  might  be  made  susceptible. 
I  am  happy,  however,  in  being  able  to  state,  that  most  of  its  repn- 
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diators,  virtually  admit  the  salutary  influence  which  it  has  effected) 
bj  their  practice  of  a  professional  deportm^t,  accordant  with  its 
police  established  for  the  regulation  of  professional  intercourse  be- 
tween its  members. 

I  learn  from  its  records,  that  the  Fairfield  County  Society  united 
with  a  commendable  zeal  with  those  of  the  other  counties,  in  an  ap- 
plication to  the  Legislature  for  the  charter  of  the  State  Society.  At 
its  first  meeting  at  Redding,  March,  1792,  the  following  vote  ap- 
pears : — "'  Voted,  that  Drs.  James  Potter,  John  Lester,  and  David 
Bogers,  be  delegates  to  meet  delegates  from  other  counties  in  the 
State,  at  Hartford,  in  May  next,  in  order  to  form  a  plan  of  general 
incorporation,  to  lay  before  the  Hon.  G-eneral  Assembly  at  their  next 
session."  The  first  delegates  (so  termed)  of  the  society  to  meet  at 
convention  in  Middletown,  were  appointed  in  September  1792,  and 
consisted  of  Drs.  James  Potter,  Thaddeus  Betts,  Hosea  Hurlbut, 
James  Clark,  and  Amos  Mead.  That  the  office  of  Fellow  at  that 
time  was  one  remunerated  by  love  and  patriotism  only,  would  appear 
from  a  vote  of  the  society,  preceding  the  appointment  of  the  gentle- 
men above  named,  as  follows : — '^  Voted,  that  this  meeting  will 
make  no  compensation  to  the  delegates  to  the  Middletown  Con- 
vention." 

It  also  appears  that  the  somewhat  characteristic  repugnance  to 
taxation,  at  present  exbting  with  a  portion  of  the  physicians  of 
Fsurfield  County,  instead  of  being  an  infection  of  recent  origin,  is  but 
the  development  of  a  predisposition,  derived  from  their  professional 
progenitors ;  as  appears  from  the  following  vote  passed  at  the  county 
meeting  in  May  1793— Voted — "  That  whereas  the  Hon.  General 
Convention  of  the  Fellows  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Connecticut, 
at  their  session  at  Middletown  in  October  last,  voted,  that  they  have 
power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes  for  their  own  support  and  expenses 
while  in  Convention  ;  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  said  Con- 
vention of  Fellows  have  not  said  powers,  agreeable  to  the  act  of  in- 
corporation of  the  Medical  Society ;  and  that  the  delegates  of  this 
county  give  information  of  this  vote  to  the  adjourned  convention  to 
be  hoiden  at  Hartford  on  the  16th  day  of  May." 

A  reflective  panacea^  however,  seems  speedily  to  have  suppressed 
the  tendency  to  a  development  of  the  affection  in  the  minds  of  those 
originally  affected,  while  that  of  inheritance  has,  in  some  cases, 
proved  obdurate  and  irremediable.  It  would  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing vote  that  the  above  was   dictated  rather  by  a  constructive 

view  of  the  act  of  incorporation  as  regards  taxation,  than  of  hos- 
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tilitj  to  the  principle.  At  a  meeting  of  the  County  Societj  in  1790, 
it  was  voted,  <<That  tile  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Societj  in  legal  Convention,  shall  have  full  power  to  levj 
taxes  on  themselves,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  on  each  member  per 
annum."  Also  it  was  voted — *^  That  the  President  and  Fellows  of 
said  Societj,  in  convention,  shall  have  ample  power  to  impose  such 
pecuniary  penalties  on  the  members  of  said  societj,  for  a  transgres- 
sion of  their  By^Lawtj  as  maj  be  deemed  necessarj  for  the  well  or- 
dering of  said  societj,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $50.  It  was  also 
voted  ''  That  it  is  the  wish  of  this  meeting  that  the  General  Assem- 
blj  be  solicited  bj  Greneral  Convention  to  absolve  the  members  of 
the  Medical  Societj  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  from  pajing  the 
monejs  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  civil  list ;  provided  the  like  sum 
be  jearl J  taxed,  and  collected,  and  appropriated  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  diffusing  medical  knowledge — ^voted,  that  the  above  vote  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  medical  convention.''  A  vote  similar  to  the  above  was 
repeated  in  1798 ;  but  what  action  resulted,  if  anj,  does  not  appear. 

The  following  Preamble  and  Besolution,  passed  in  1794,  exhibit 
a  zeal  in  Furfield  Countj  Societj,  for  the  culUvation  and  diffusion 
of  medical  knowledge,  among  its  members,  worthj  of  imitation  bj 
the  present  members  of  all  medical  societies, — ^vis : — ^  Whereas 
the  material  end,  use  and  design  of  the  Medical  Societj  of  Con- 
necticut was  to  diffuse  and  cultivate  medical  knowledge  among  the 
facultj ;  and  as  this  noble  purpose  can  not  be  answered  in  an j  waj  so 
well  as  bj  the  members  mutuall j  disclosing  an j  thing  that  occurs  to 
their  minds  that  maj  be  in  anj  waj  useful,  either  in  the  theorj  or 
practice  of  medicine — Resolved,  that  it  shall  be  the  dutj  of  everj 
member  of  this  Medical  Societj  to  exhibit,  at  least,  once  in  two 
jears,  to  the  societj,  a  dissertation  on  some  medical  subject,  or  re- 
late an  account  of  some  cases  in  the  course  of  his  practice  that  maj 
be  marked  with  most  peculiarities,  together  with  his  remarks  thereon. 
Resolved — That  if  anj  member  shall  refuse  to  complj  with  the 
foregoing  resolution,  he  shall  be  considered  as  guiltj  of  negleict  of 
dutj  to  this  societj  and  to  mankind  in  general."  Though  the  re- 
quirements of  the  above  resolution  were  probablj  not  realised  to  its 
full  extent,  jet  the  records  of  the  societj  and  present  experience 
prove  that,  through  written  and  oral  communication,  elicited  bj  the 
association,  much  has  been  effected  in  the  dissemination  of  individual 
experience  and  observation  among  its  members. 

B J  means  of  adequate  police  regulations,  originallj  adopted  and 
occasionallj  modified  to  meet  existing  emergences,  a  salutaij  re- 
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fennalion  has  been  edEectl^d  of  the  unsocial  habits  formerly  character- 
ioDg  professional  intercourse.  Indeed,  at  tbe  present  time,  such  is  the 
degree  of  professional  comity  generally  observed  by  the  physicians 
of  Fairfield  county,  that  even  private  complaints  are  rarely  heard 
of  its  breach  in  the  ordinary  intercourse  of  neighboring  physicians. 

It  will  probably  be  claimed  by  repudiators  of  medical  societies, 
that  the  unproved  condition  of  medical  science  is  a  necessary  se- 
quence of  the  advanced  state  of  general  literature  characterizing  the 
period ;  ai^d  that  the  improved  moral  and  social  habits  of  the  pro- 
fession have  been  the  natural  result  of  the  superior  refinement  of 
modem  society  compared  with  that  of  preceding  eras.  While  it  is 
conoeded  that  the  cultivation  of  science  tends  to  refine  the  taste,  and 
to  strengthen  the  honorable  feelings  of  the  few  who  are  its  devotees ; 
yet  it  may  admit  of  question  whether,  as  regards  the  ^  utile  in  modo" 
in  tlie  present  age  of  activity  of  the  selfish  passions  and  propensi- 
ties, sodety  can  justly  boast  a  marked  superiority  of  the  social  and 
lioiioinible  accomplishments  over  those  of  the  past  century. 

But  to  what  cause,  it  may  pertinently  be  asked,  has  medical  sci- 
ence and  the  social  improvements  of  the  profession  been  indebted, 
mcfte  than  to  the  efforts  of  its  members  which  have  originated  and 
been  promulgated  by  the  authority  of  the  various  associations  of  the 
period  ?  It  is  futile  to  contend  that  the  innate  selfishness  of  some 
individuals^  in.  all  professions,  can  adequately  be  restrained,  except 
by  the  force  of  a  general  public,  as  well  as  professionl  sentiment,  ex- 
pressed by  means  of  codes  emanating  from  majorities  of  individuals 
in  recognized  association. 

It  requires  but  a  reference  to  the  known  tendencies  of  human  na- 
tore  to  predict,  that  should  the  existing  system  of  ^nedical  associa- 
tion be  abandoned,  and  the  former  comparatively  secluded  state  of 
medical  society  be  reintroduced,  no  existing  refinements,  whether  sch- 
eial  or  scientific,  would  prove  adequate  to  sustain  unharmed,  its  pres- 
ent advanced  position.  There  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  our  profes- 
si<mal  system,  with  its  centric  infiuenoes  thus  unhappily  dissevered, 
and  the  affinities  <^  interest  remaining  to  assume  their  native  sway 
over  its  detached  and  less  responsible  constituents,  as  in  former 
periods,  still  contains  a  sufficient  amount  of  discordant  elements, 
sot  only  essentially  to  derange  its  existing  fraternity,  but  also  greatly 
to  endanger  its  scientific  progress. 

It  is  therefore  much  to  be  desired  that  the  repudiators  of  onr  med- 
ical organization ;  those  who  by  their  firequent  interrogatory  ^qm 
bono  f**  manifestly  depreciate  its  character  and  importance,  both  in 
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view  of  the  public  and  many  of  the  janior  members  of  the  profes' 
sion,  should  institute  a  comparison  between  the  present  and  past  so- 
•cial  and  scientific  history  of  the  medical  profession  in  the  State,  and 
then  decide  to  what  causes  its  present  improved  condition  is  to  be 
attributed. 

It  is  presumed  that  such  candid  investigation  will  furnish  sufficient 
evidence  to  convince  the  most  skeptical  that  it  is  through  the  emu- 
lation, stimulated  by  the  fraternal  intercourse  of  its  members  in  the 
various  public  associations,  that  we  have  been  enabled  to  realize  the 
present  improved  moral  and  educational  superiority  of  the  profes- 
sion over  its  past  condition ;  and  that  it  is  through  a  continuance  of 
the  same  agency  that  we  may  confidently  hope  for  a  progressive  ad- 
vancement of  its  respectability  and  importance  in  the  eslimation  of 
the  community  far  beyond  its  present  position. 

It  has  been  noticed  that  most  of  the  respectable  physicans  of 
!Fairfield  county  embraced  with  alacrity  and  zeal  the  plan  of  society 
•organization.  Also,  the  records  of  its  society  have  been  noticed,  to 
prove,  that  their  attention  was  early  directed  to  professional  im- 
provement, by  ^eir  adoption  of  measures  for  the  diifusion  of  medi- 
ical  knowledge  and  experience  among  its  members.  A  police  system 
was  also  early  established,  designed  to  remedy  evils  which  had  long 
Interrupted  the  harmony  and  fraternity  of  the  medical  society  in  the 
county ;  an  abuse  indulged  to  such  extent  as,  not  only  to  derogate  the 
character  and  rank  of  the  profession  in  the  view  of  the  communis, 
'but  doubtiess,  in  many  cases,  instead  of  its  officiating  as  an  agent  of 
mercy,  it  became  rather  a  demon  of  evil  to  many  a  luckless  subject, 
whom  disease  had  chanced  to  prostrate  on  the  arena  of  confiict  of  his 
miedical  attendants. 

Indeed,  such  was  the  existing  emergency  that  had  been  induced 
t>y  the  indulgence  of  empirical  habits,  by  some  of  its  physicians, 
that  professional  contention  was  rendered  proverbially  illustrative  of 
discords  in  society  generally.  Individual  experience,  whether  real 
•or  assumed,  was  habitually  vaunted  with  the  object  of  beguiling  the 
imagination  of  the  credulous ;  and  with  many  reputably  respectable 
physicians,  the  art  of  abstracting  the  legitimate  patients  of  neigh- 
boring rivals  was  paramount  to  that  of  healing  their  respective  dis- 
leases.  Indeed,  self-interest,  sought  to  be  promoted  by  such  dishon- 
orable means,  appeared  as  the  object  that  swayed  many  practitionersr 
rather  than  the  honorable  and  liberal  efforts  adapted  to  the  advance- 
ment of  medical  science  and  the  public  health  for  which  they  pnn 
€eBBed  a  speeial  r^;ard. 
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To  eflSoct  a  reform  of  this  dej^resaed  state  of  professional  charac- 
ter, aad  to  advance  the  scientific  interests  of  the  profession,  was  the 
object  of  those  patriots  who  originated,  and  bj  assiduity  effected  the 
medical  organixation  of '  Fairfield  county.  They  successfully  en- 
eoontered  the  Herculean  task  and  by  the  continued  efforts  of  their 
saccessorsy  the  hydra  evils,  so  detrimental  to  the  medical  character, 
have  nearly  disappeared  from  the  field  of  their  fonner  influence. 
Those  worthy  pioneers  now  all  rest  from  their  labors,  but  their  in- 
valuable works  remain,  and  it  is  their  due  that  their  names  be  held 
in  grateful  remembrance  by  those  who  have  succeeded  them  in  the 
same  field  of  professional  toil. 

The  names  of  the  original  subscribers  of  Fairfield  County  Society, 
who  were  cotemporary  practitioners  in  the  county,  are  the  follow- 
ing, viz. 

ASAHEL  FrrCH,  8HADRACH  MEAD, 

JONATHAN  KNIOHT,  GIDEON  SHEPABD, 

PBESEBVE  WOOD,  ELUAH  HAWLET, 

GABBIEL  BALDWIN,  OLIVER  BENCBOFT, 

EZBA  CURTIS,  AMOS  BAKER, 

DAVID  HULL,  SAMUEL  WEBB, 

JAMES  E.  BEACH,  JOHN  LESTER, 

STEPHEN  ROCKWELL,  BENNETT  PERRY, 

WILLIAM  SHELTON,  ELI  PERRT, 

JOSEPH  TROWBRIDGE,  ORANGE  BENTON, 

JAMES  CLARK,  BENJAMIN  CURTIS,  ^ 

THADDEUS  BETTS,  JOHN  WOOD, 

THOMAS  DAVIS,  STEPHEN  MIDDLEBROOK, 

EUSHA  BELCHER,  AUOUSTIN  MERWIN, 

JAMES  POTTER,  JOHN  B.  GREGORY, 

DAVID  ROGERS,  AMOS  BOTSFORD, 

JAMES  SCOFIELD,  WILLIAM  BEARD, 

HOSEA  HURLBUT,  DANIEL  BEARD, 

LEWIS  BEERS,  WILLIAM  EDSON, 

AMOS  MEAD,  MINOR  flIGBY, 

JONATHAN  POOB,  GIDEON  BEABDSLEY. 

It  would  afford  gratification,  did  the  occasion  admit,  to  bestow  a 
particular  notice  of  each  individual,  whose  names  are  appended  to 
the  foregoing  list ;  but  as  this  is  denied,  I  shall  select  those  only, 
who  from  their  popular  estimate  as  practitioners,  or  from  their  men- 
tal characteristics,  enjoyed  a  more  extensive  reputation  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  resided. 

As  a  tribute,  however,  due  to  those  whom  our  limits  forbid  a  more 
particular  mention,  I  may  generally  state,  that  they  were  respect- 
AUe  and  valued  practitioners ;  many  of  their  number  possessing 
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merit  and  qualificatioiiy  as  snch,  not  inferior  to  others  who,  endowed 
with  those  fortunate  characteristic  traits  which  ever  arrest  pedlar 
attention,  enjoyed  a  more  extended  and  prominent  reputation. 

Dr.  James  Potter  resided  and  practiced  in  Sherman,  originally  a 
part  of  New  Fairfield,  a  town  in  the  north-west  part  of  Fatrfl^ 
county.  According  to  the  best  information  I  have  obtained,  his  na- 
tive place  was  Southington  in  this  State.  I  have  not  been  abie  to 
learn  where  or  how  he  was  educated.  Rev.  M.  Guelsion  of  Sherman 
thinks,  that  he  most  probably  obtained  his  medicsd  education  under 
the  instruction  of  hb  relative.  Dr.  Potter,  formerly  a  physician  of 
Wallingford.  Dr.  P.  appears  early  to  have  united  and  become  a 
member  of  the  New  Haven  county  society,  previous  to  the  organi- 
sation of  that  of  his  own  county,  and  was  the  third  president  of  the 
Omnecticut  Medical  Society.  He  was  probably  the  prime  agent  in 
the  institution  of  that  of  his  own  county ;  as  its  records  show  that 
its  first  meeting  was  assembled  by  his  notifiGati<A.  Its  honors  were 
more  frequently  bestowed  on  him  than  on  any  other  individual  mem- 
ber. As  a  practitioner,  however,  I  do  not  learn  that  he  possessed 
scientific  or  practical  qualification  superior  to  many  of  his  brethren 
of  the  county.  His  zeal  was  ardent  in  the  promotion  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  profession,  and  to  its  exercise,  is  undoubtedly  to  be  at- 
tributed the  ready  acquiescence  obtained  from  so  large  a  portion  n^ 
her  physicians,  for  the  proposed  county  organization.  The  notice 
which  Dr.  P.  has  obtained  from  my  predecessor  supersedes  the  ne* 
cessity  of  an  extended  mention  of  his  public  character.  Bev.  M. 
Guelston  writes  regarding  him :  ^'  as  a  physician  he  was  highly  es- 
teemed here,  and  in  a  wide  circle  around.  No  intruder  could  have 
encroached  upon  his  business.  In  the  political,  civil  and  religious 
community,  his  agency  and  influence  was  great,  and  his  memory  has 
been  cherished  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a  popular  teacher> 
and  instructed  many  students  the  science  of  the  profession.^ 

He  is  said  to  have  been  of  social  habits,  and  so  passionately  fond 
of  angling  as  frequently  to  resort  to  the  waters  of  Long  Island 
Sound,  a  distance  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  his  place  of  resi- 
dence, to  indulge  his  favorite  recreation.  Of  his  personal  appear- 
ance a  friend  writes :  "  He  was  of  a  grave  and  venerable  appearance ; 
being  one  of  the  last  who  wore  the  small  clothes  and  triangular  (or 
Puritan)  hat ;  dressing  his  tall  figure  with  neatness  and  elegance. 
He  was  of  a  companionable  temperament,  and  celebrated  for  telling 
anecdotes."    He  died  Feb.  10th,  1804,  aged  67  years. 

Dr.  Gideon  Shepard  was  a  practitioner  and  native  of  Newtown. 
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I  have  kamed  that  be  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  ThomaSy  a  pro- 
fesaioiial  predeceesor  in  his  native  town,  who  is  said  to  have  been  a 
reputable  practitioner.  I  suspect  that  the  early  acquirements  of  Dr- 
S»  Were  not  extensive;  but  if  such  was  the  faety  he  eminently  com- 
pensated  for  the  defect,  bj  an  habitual  devotion  to  the  science  of 
medicine^  and  its  observant  application  to  the  diseases  which  he 
tieaited«  My  early  impressions  of  the  doctor  are,  that  he  devoted 
gieater  attention  to  the  occurring  improvements  in  medical  science 
than  most  of  his  cotemporary  brethren. 

-  Although  not  endowed  with  extraordinary  intellectual  powers,  his 
talents  were  respectable^  and  of  a  character  calculated  for  usefulness, 
rather  than  display  or  striking  originality.  If  he  did  not  attain  emi- 
nence as  a  professional  scholar,  he  was  diligent  in  his  efforts  to  ac- 
quire such  portions  of  existing  medical  literature  as  were  more  im- 
mediately adapted  to  the  emergencies  of  practice  ordinarily  presented 
to  the  notice  of  physicians.  To  his  juniors  in  the  profession.  Dr. 
Shq[Mud's  deportment  was  ever  urbane,  and  his  counselsto  them,  dis- 
isterested  and  parentaL  His  professional  coevals  in  neighboring 
towns,  generally  conceded  to  him  a  precedence,  as  a  consulting  physi- 
cian. The  following  vote  from  the  records  of  Fairfield  County  Medi- 
cal Society  sufficiently  evince  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held 
by  his  brethren — **  Voted,  That  Dr.  Gideon  Shepard  receive  the  pat- 
ronage of  this  society  in  consumption  and  chronic  cases  of  disease, 
and  that  it  be  the  duty  of  all  members  of  this  society  to  recommend 
biai,  when  counsel  is  deemed  expedient,  &c.,  and  that  it  be  his 
duty  to  report  all  cases  of  that^  description  to  which  he  may  be 
ealied  to  attend,  with  their  particular*  symptoms,  the  particular  med- 
icines, and  the  constitution  of  the  several  patients,  together  with  the 
predispositions  of  their  ancestry." 

Although  the  existing  generation  of  physicians  may  smile  at  such 
blending  of  professional  opinion  with  popular  belief  regarding  excel- 
lence of  the  skill  of  individuals  in  special  classes  of  disease,  yet  the 
fiict  is  undoubted,  that  such  were  professional  concessions  as  late  as 
the  dose  of  the  last,  and  commencement  of  the  present  century. 
His  mode  of  treatment  of  consumption,  as  I  learn  from  his  statement 
of  cases  left  on  the  records  of  the  society,  was  not  peculiar ;  being 
in  general  mildly  antiphlogistic,  and  similar  to  the  present  treatment 
of  Phthisis.  To  meet  occurring  symptoms,  local  bleeding,  counter 
irritants,  with  anodyne  and  demulcent  expectorants,  were  his  general 
prescriptions. 
Doct  S.  was  somewhat  eccentric  in  character,  but  social,  instruct- 
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ive,  and  agreeable  in  his  intercourse  with  societj.  In  his  religions 
sentiments,  he  was  a  zealous  Sandemanian.  He  ever  sustained  a 
reputation  of  great  moral  punt j ;  and  while  he  was  highly  esteemed 
by  his  fViends,  his  enemies  or  traducen  were  rarely  found.  What 
few  physicians  can  boast,  he  was  the  fJEither  of  seventeen  children ; 
thereby  practically  refuting  the  possible  charge,  that  while  enjoying 
the  profits  of  a  special  branch  of  bis  profession,  as  a  prompt  acces- 
sory in  the  accumulation  of  responsibilities  on  bis  friends,  he  was 
cautious  in  the  assumption  of  similar  burdens  on  himself. 

He  is  said  to  have  been  of  an  extremely  charitable  dispositioB^and 
indulgent  as  to  his  pecuniary  claims  upon  his  poorer^  patients.  This 
disposition,  with  the  necessary  demands  for  the  support  of  his  nume- 
rous family,  ever  K^ept  him  poor,  though  not  indigent,  as  regarded  a 
respectable  living;  Doct.  S.  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the 
originators  and  supporters  of  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society ; 
and  the  records  of  this  convention  will  show,  that  he  was  one  of  its 
most  frequept  and  active  nrembers.  He  died  a  few  years  sinc^  at 
Hunter,  New  Tork,  where  he  resided  with*  one  of  his  daughtetis,  when 
incapacitated  from  age  for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  at  the  ad- 
vanced period  of  eighty-nine  years. 

Doct  Bennett  Perry  was  a  cotemporary  practitioner  with  Doct 
Shepard  in  Newtown.  He  was  a  son  of  Doct.  Nath.  Perry  of  Wood- 
bury, a  highly  respectable  physician  of  that  town.  The  son,  proba- 
bly, acquired  his  profession  with  his  father;  when  he*  located  in  New- 
town, where  he  prapcticed  medicine  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1821,  aged  sixty-six  years.  His  reputation  is  that  of  a  physician 
possessing  superior  talents,  well  developed  by  education,  and  an  able, 
respectable  and  highly  accomplished  practitioner  and  citizen. 

Doct  John  Lester  was,  I  have  understood,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts. He  studied  medicine  with  Doct  Nath.  Perry  of  Woodbury, 
who  it  would  appear  was  among  the  most  prominent  medical  teach- 
ers of  the  period.  He  commenced  practice  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
about  17S9,  at  Huntington.  Doct  L.  was  one  of  the  most  respect- 
able physicians  of  the  county,  and  an  active  and  efficient  member  of 
its  medical  society ;  in  the  organization  of  which  he  sustained  a 
prominent  part  His  death  occurred  in  1802,  aged  about  thirty-five 
years. 

Doct  Wm.  Shelton  was  a  native  of  HunUngton,  a  graduate  of 
Yale  College  in  1788.  He  pursued  his  medical  studies  I  am  inform- 
ed, in  part  with  Doct  Eneas  Munson,  and  was  for  a  time  under  the  in- 
struction of  Doct  Wm.  Agur  Tomlinson  of  Stratfi>rd.     He  fint 
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located  and  pmctioed  in  Tnunball,  but  oo  ibe  decease  cf  DocU  Les* 
ter,  he  jremoved  to  his  natiTe  town,  where  he  continued  its  principal 
physician  until  his  death.  Doct  S.  was  a  talented,  skillful  and  most 
respected  physician.  He  was  an  influential  pioneer  in  the  county 
society  organization^  and  ever  continued  one  of  its  principal  support^ 
ers.  He  was  the  father  of  Doctors  William  Shelton  of  Stratford^ 
and  James  H.  Shelton  of  Huntington.  He  died  in  1819,  aged  fifty* 
two  years. 

Doct  David  Hull  was  a  native  of  the  town  of  Derby.    He  was 

the  son  of Hull  a  resident  of  that  town,  and  brother  of  Gen. 

Hull  of  Detroit  notoriety.  He  was  also  uncle  to  Com.  Isaac  Hull 
of  the  Navy.  He  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1785,  and  studied 
medicine  with  Doct.  Titus  Hull  of  Bethlehem,  a  proprietary  <^  the 
celebrated  *<  Hull's  Physic"  He  located  and  practiced  his  pro- 
fession in  Fairfield,  where  he  continued  a  highly  respectable  and 
respected  physician  until  his  death,  a  period  of  nearly  half  a 
century.  He  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice  not  only  in  Fairfield, 
buty  especially  in  cases  of  cholic,  in  the  adjacent  towns,  where 
he  was  often  called  as  a  consulting  physician.  Doct.  H.  acquired 
from  his  preceptor,  who  I  believe  was  a  distant  relative,  a  knowledge 
of  the  composition  of  ^^  Hull's  Physic"  in  consideration  of  his  name. 
The  composition  of  this  nostrum  was  a  secret  which  its  inventor 
allowed  to  be  imparted  but  to  those  of  his  name ;  and  to  those,  but 
with  the  condition  that  such  only  as  enjoyed  the  family  cognomen 
were  to  be  admitted  as  candidates  for  a  reception  of  the  concealed 
treasure.  Sndi  was  the  position  of  Doct.  David  Hull  in  relation  to 
this  celebrated  nostrum ;  for  which  he  encountered  the  censomna 
remarks  of  his  medical  brethren  abroad,  and  not  unfieqnently,  thoso 
of  his  own  county,  who  were  less  familiar  with  the  unostentationa 
mode  in  which  he  employed  it. 

In  justice  to  the  professional  memory  of  Doct*  Hull,  and  in  vindi- 
cation of  a  friend  whom  I  much  esteemed,  I  am  happy  in  being  i^^ 
to  state  from  personal  knowledge,  that  without  prodaimmg  the 
specific  virtues  of  the  pills  in  the  cure  of  cholic,  on  which  disease 
its  popularity  was  based,  or  in  any  degree  adopting  the  mode  of  nos* 
tmm  proprietors  in  announcing  their  bantlings  for  public  attention,  he 
unpretendingly  employed  them  in  his  practice  as  a  favorite  laxative 
in  that,  as  well  as  various  other  diseases  in  whidi  he  deemed  them 
Impropriate,  simply  under  the  denomination  of  his  Aloetie  pill.  He 
was  from  its  origin,  and  ever  continued  a  member  of  the  county 
society,  notwithstanding  the  existence  of  its  atringent  igr-loiM^  and 
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€kt  known  detestation  of  empiricism,  whidi  actuated  its  most  promi- 
nent members.  The  tolerance  which  Doct  H.  experienced  from  his 
cotemporarj  brethren,  under  such  circumstances,  might  be  deemed 
adequate  evidence  of  their  estimate  of  his  character,  as  a  respected 
and  honorable  member  of  the  county  society ;  but  in  addition,  the 
following  Yote  on  the  society  record,  exhibits  positive  proof,  that 
he  was  recognized  as  a  valued  and  esteemed  member,  whose  influ- 
ence it  was  deemed  desirable  to  secure  and  retain,  for  the  promotion 
of  the  object  for  which  it  was  organized.  Voted,  **  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  call  on  Doct  David  Hull,  and  inform  him,  that  by 
payii^  his  taxes  in  arrears,  he  will  be  considered  an  honorable  mem- 
ber of  this  society,  without  inquiiy  into  the  secret  of  the  composition 
of  ^BulTs  Pk^ieJ*  A  committee  of  three  of  the  most  respectable 
members  were,'in  accordance  with  the  above  vote  appointed,  and 
Doct.  Hull  remained  a  most  esteemed  member  of  the  society  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1884,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  politeness  of  Professor  Ejiight,  for  the  fol- 
lowing notice  of  physicians  who  practiced  in  Norwalk,  his  native 
town. 

Doct.  K.  in  reply  to  a  communication  on  the  subject,  states,  ^  The 
oldest  physician  whom  I  knew,  and  the  only  one  of  any  distinction, 
when  my  Either  settled  there,  was  Thaddeus  Betts,  M.  D.  He  was^ 
I  believe,  a  native  of  the  town,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1745, 
one  of  the  original  memb^^  of  the  Oonnecticut  Medical  Society,  and 
received  from  it  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  at  an  early  period  of  its  exis- 
tence. He  died  in  1807.  He  was  a  man  of  great  excellence  of 
eharacier,  weU  infonned  in  his  profession,  and  a  judicious  practitioner. 
I  think  he  made  no  pretensions  to  surgery.  I  recollect  him  as  a 
cheerful,  pleasant  old  gentleman,  abounding  in  wit,  and  instructive  in 
his  conversation. 

^My  father,  Doct  Jonathan  Knight,  was  bom  in  Lidiwn,  then  a 
pait  of  Norwich,  Oonn^  Jan.  10th,  1758.  He  studied  medicine 
with  Doct  Ladd,  a  physician,  of  that  neighborliood.  In  1776  or  7, 
lie  entered  the  aimy,  and  was  surgeon's  mate  of  the  Connecticut  Begi- 
ment,  under  the  command  of  CoL  Dnrkee  or  Dargee.  He  was  with 
the  troops  under  Gen.  Washington  at  Valley  Forge,  during  that  most 
dispiriting  period  of  the  war.  He  left  the  army  in  1780,  and  settled 
in  Norwalk  in  1781-2*  For  many  years  he  was  actively  and  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  practice,  principally  as  a  physician,  in  that  and 
the  neighboring  towns.  He  ecmtumed  in  the  perfonnanoe  of  the  ae* 
live  dutiea  of  his  pioieaaion,  until  thaj  were  dimiaiahed  by  ad  vanning 
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jeara  and  increasing  infirmities.  He  died  March,  1829,  in  the  sey« 
entj-second  year  of  his  age." 

I  would  add  to  fhe  ahove  statement  of  Doct.  Knight,  that  Doct 
T.  Betts  was  the  grandfather  of  Hon.  Thaddeus  Betts,  late  of  the 
United  States  Senate.  Doct.  Knight,  hesides  the  esteemed  writer  of 
the  above,  had  another  son,  Doct.  James  Knight,  who  located  and 
practiced  in  Stamford,  but  died  in  early  life,  about  the  period  1818. 
Doctors  Betts  and  Knight  were  among  the  most  prominent  and  in- 
fluential members  who  aided  in  the  establishment,  and  were  zealous 
8U{^rters  of  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society. 

Among  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  Fairfield  County  was 
Doct  Hosea  Hurlbut  of  preenfield  HilL  He  was  a  native  of  Ber- 
lin, Conn.,  and  son  of  Samuel  Hurlbut  of  that  town.  He  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  with  his  celebrated  and  eccentric  uncle,  Doct. 
James  Hurlbut  of  Wethersfield.  He  was  for  a  time  a  student  in  the 
office  of  Doct.  Wolcott  of  Litchfield,  the  elder  governor  of  that 
name.  While  there,  he  numbered  among  his  intimate  assosiates, 
Judge  Reeve,  Aaron  Burr,  John  Allen  and  Oliver  Wolcott,  Jr. 
Even  among  such  intellectual  associates,  he  is  said  to  have  sustained 
a  distinguished  part,  through  the  exercise  of  a  marked  original 
genius,  a  ready  scintillating  wit,  and  interesting  conversational  pow- 
ers. He  subsequently  commenced  practice  in  the  upper  part  of 
Middletown,  from  which  place,  after  a  short  residence,  he  removed 
to  Greenfield,  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  wher^  he  resided  until  his 
decease,  distinguished  alike  as  a  physician,  and  man  of  generally 
cuHivated  and  rare  genius. 

Doct.  Hurlbut  possessed  a  high  sense  of  the  dignity  of  his  pro- 
fe8si<H[i,  and  ever  abhorred  duplicity  in  all  its  forms.  He  despised 
alike  the  medical  empiric,  the  legal  pettifogger,  and  the  small  politi- 
cian, who  seldom  failed  to  receive,  and  sensibly  to  writhe  under  the 
castigation  of  his  pungent  shafts  of  witticism,  by  which,  with  acute 
aim,  he  rarely  failed  to  mark  his  victim. 

In  addition  to  his  familiarity  with  the  medical  literature  of  the 
day,  his  attention  was  so  far  given  to  belles-lettres^science,  that,  with 
the  aid  of  a  remai^ably  retentive  memory,  many  of  the  classic  poets, 
as  Milton,  Dryden,  Pope,  Toung  and  Johnson,  he  was  accustomed 
to  repeat  nearly  entire  from  memory. 

The  doctor  himself  possessed  a  rare  poetic  genius,  which,  however, 
was  more  employed  in  aid  of  occasions  inviting  the  exercise  of  his 
mascuUne  satirical  powers,  than  in  the  ordinary  gentle  efiiisions  of 
llie  muses.    He  rarely  permitted  the  pubUcadon  of  his  poetic  pieces. 
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One^  however,  entitled  the  Quack,  directed  against  the  charlatanry 
of  a  professional  neighbor,  he  published  anonymously,  with  scathful 
effect  upon  its  unlucky  yictim. 

Such  was  the  retentiveness  of  his  memory,  however,  that  most  of 
his  poetic  compositions,  he  could  readily  repeat  Several  of  these  I 
have  heard  him  recite,  which  in  poetic  gracefulness  even  surpassed, 
while  the  pungency  of  their  satire  was  not  inferior  to  that  of  Peter 
Pindar  or  McFingal. 

Among  the  many  anecdotes  which  might  be  adduced  to  show  the 
doctor's  instant  wit  and  ready  application  of  quotation,  the  follow- 
ing is.pertiuent.  Being  in  a  company  of  attorneys,  one  of  the  num» 
ber,  with  the  design  to  rally  a  repartee,  asked  the  doctor  why  perpet- 
ual unbrotherly  feuds  were  so  characteristic  of  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession  ?  at  the  same  time  boastingly  remarking,  "  Not  so 
with  us  lawyers;  we  ever  live  in  neighborly  harmony;  quarrels 
hardly  being  known  to  exist  among  us."  Says  the  doctor  promptly 
in  the  language  of  Milton — 

"Devil  with  devil  damned, 
Firm  concord  holds.    Men  only  disagree. 
Of  creatures  rational"  &c. 

As  a  physician,  Doct.  Hurlbut  was  doubtless  far  in  advance  of  the 
generality  of  his  cotemporaries.  His  views  of  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases approximated  more  to  modem  practice,  than  the  overdrugging 
which  characterized  the  era  in  which  he  practiced  his  profession. 
He  was  opposed  to  polyphamfuieyy  and  ever  directed  his  treatment 
with  a  view  to  aid  the  salutary  efforts  of  the  economy  in  its  struggles 
against  diseased  action,  rather  than  embarrass  them. by  the  burden- 
some influences  of  a  great  variety  and  escess  of  prescription.  The 
chief  object  which  he  ever  kept  in  view,  was  a  diet  and  regimen 
adapted  to  the  condition  of  his  patient,  and  the  exhibition  of  such 
medicines  as  existing  sympt<Hns  appeared  to  indicate.  It  was  his 
marked  disapprobation  of  the  contrary  practice  pursued  by  most  of 
his  neighboring  brethren,  in  connection  with  the  pointedly  expressed 
disgust  of  the  petty  arts  practiced  for  procuring  patients,  which  drew 
upon  him  an  excess  of  their  hostility,  and  caused  him  to  be  frequent- 
ly denounced  by  them,  as  a  cynic  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

Doct  Hurlbut  possessed  a  remarkably  fine  personal  appearance. 
His  form  was  commanding,  dignified  and  gracefuL  In  conversation, 
his  language  was  chaste  and  select  Vulgarisms,  whether  in  senti- 
ment  or  expression,  met  his  firowning  rebuke ;  and  all  acts  of  a  mean 
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and  dishonorftble  character,  which  were  subjects  of  his  observation 
ever  met  the  flajing  force  of  his  satirical  lash.  He  was  scrupulously 
neat  in  his  person  and  temperate  in  his  habits.  He  was  a  regular 
reader  and  admirer  of  the  Bible,  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  truths  of 
Christianity.  He  died  April  25th,  1825,  aged  80  years,  leaving  a 
reputation  that  will  long  survive  him  throughout  the  community  in 
which  he  lived. 

Being  a  neighbor  and  friend  to  the  doctor  in  the  early  period  of 
my  professional  life,  I  had  the  fortune  of  attending  him  in  his  last 
iHness.  An  anecdote  occurred  at  that  time,  well  illustrative  of  his 
character  and  of  the  force  of  the' ruling  passion  in  death.  The  dis- 
ease which  terminated  his  life  was  a  paroxysmal,  and  extremely 
painftil  afiection  of  the  stomach,  of  an  obscure  nature.  For  seversd 
days  he  retained  an  unclouded  intellect  During  the  intermissions 
of  the  painful  attacks  he  was,  as  usual,  social  and  communicative. 
Being  sensible  of  his  approaching  end,  and  having  been  for  a  long 
period  on  unsocial  terms  with  Dr.  Hull,  he  expressed  the  commend- 
able wish  for  an  interview  for  the  purpose  of  a  reconciliation.  Dr. 
Hull  readily  reciprocated  the  feeling,  and  an  amicable  adjustment 
was  the  result.  During  the  interview,  in  the  absence  of  his  painful 
paroxysm,  the  doctor^s  favorite  topic  of  medicine  happened  to  be  the 
subject  of  conversation  ;  and  ^  HuWs  ChoUc  Pills,**  which  the  inva- 
lid ever  held  in  sneering  contempt,  became  the  object  of  a  jocose 
rally  upon  his  recent  friend.  Dr.  Hull  prudently  judging  that  the 
Reconciliation  might  be  hazarded  by  attempting  defence,  suffered  the 
pleasantry  to  proceed  till  the  embarrassment  of  his  situation  elicited 
the  response;  "  Yes, doctor,  those  pills  are  a  favorite  hobby  of  mine** — 
^  which  thousands  have  rode  to  death !"  was  continuously  supplied 
by  the  patient. 

Dr.  Asahel  Fitch  n^as  one  of  the  early  physicians  of  Redding, 
and  is  remembered  in  Fairfield  County,  as  a  worthy  man,  and  one  of 
its  most  respectable  practitioners  of  medicine.  He  was  among  the 
principal  pioneers  in  the  formation  of  the  County  Society,  but  died 
soon  after  its  organization.  His  death  occurred  in  1792,  or  about 
that  period.  I  understand  that  he  was  the  grandfather  of  Professor 
Knight  of  Tale  College. 

Among  the  physicians  of  Fairfield  County,  who  enjoyed  a  long  and 
successfal  practice,  was  Dr.  Thomas  Davis  of  Redding.  He  was  a 
native  of  Washington,  Litchfield  County.  He  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  with  Dr.  Seth  Hastings,  of  that 
town,  a  physician  somewhat  distinguished,  I  am  informed,  as  a  medi- 
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cal  teacher.  Dr.  D.  previous  to  tlie  attauunent  of  his  migoritf  ,  was 
admitted  as  a  partner  to  the  extensive  practice  of  his  preceptor* 
He  subsequently  removed,  and  practiced  mediciney  for  a  period,  in 
Sherman,  in  Fairfield  Countj.  In  1793,  on  the  decease  of  Dr.  Fitch, 
he  removed  to  Beddingi  where  he  continued  in  the  duties  of  his 
profession,  till  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1831. 

Dr.  Davis  possesses  the  reputation  of  being  among  the  first  of  the 
{rfkjsicians  of  the  Countj  who  assumed  regularly  obstetrical  duties ; 
and  so  successful  were  his  labors,  that  he  became  particularly  emi« 
nent  in  that  department.  It  is  asserted  of  him,  that  during  the  long 
period  of  his  practice  he  never  lost  a  parturient  patientr 

The  doctor  being  summoned  as  an  important  witness  to  appear 
before  the  court  in  Furfield,  and  not  appearing,  the  sheriff  was  sent 
to  compel  his  attendance.  Being  absent,  and  learning  on  his  return, 
that  the  ofllkser  was  awaiting  at  a  public  house  in  the  vicinity,  he 
without  notice  to  the  ofilcial,  rode  to  Fairfield  and  appeared  before 
the  court  On  the  question  occurring  with  the  court,  regarding  the 
costs  attending  the  capias,  he  requested  one  or  two  of  his  legal 
friends  to  excuse  his  delinquency.  The  judge  decided,  notwith- 
standing, that  the  law  must  be  observed  and  that  the  doctor  must 
bear  the  expenses.  Dr.  D.  then  requested  a  hearing  in  his  own  be- 
half; which,  being  granted,  remarised^May  it  please  the  court;  I 
am  a  good  citizen  of  the  State,  and  since  I  was  summoned  to  attend 
this  court,  I  have  introduced  three  other  good  citizens  into  it.''  The 
court  replied,  that  for  so  good  a  plea,  he  would  leave  the  parties  to 
pay  the  expenses.  The  doctor  received  the  congratulations  of  the 
bar  for  his  successful  defence. 

The  following  anecdote,  as  connected  with  another  subject  em- 
braced in  these  biographical  sketches,  and  also  with  a  historical 
event  occurring  in  this  convention,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  relate. 

Dr.  James  Potter  of  New  Fairfield,  when  on  his  way  to  our  an- 
nual convention,  at  which  he  was  to  deliver  an  address,  called  and 
spent  a  night  with  his  friend  Dr.  Davis.  The  orator  being  elated 
with  his  anticipated  exhibition,  and  several  of  his  acquaintances, 
among  whom  was  a  county  court  judge,  calling  on  him  in  the  eve* 
ning,  they  united  with  his  host  in  persuading  him  to  rehearse  before 
them,  his  grandiloquent  speech.  After  the  family  and  domestics,  in- 
chiding  an  African,  had  been  summoned,  with  the  view  numerically 
to  multiply  the  audience,  the  doctor  with  oratorical  pomp,  mounted 
the  rostrum,  (which  being  a  lai^ge  armed  chair,)  and  delighted  himself 
and  auditory  by  its  rehearsaL 
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The  chair  rendered  thus  memorable  has  been  presented  to  amemr 
ber  of  the  medical  sooietj.  Bey.  Thomas  F.  Davis,  one  of  our  most 
respectable  divuies,  is  the  only  male  descendant  of  Dr.  Davis. 

The  snbject  to  which  I  have  directed  jonr  attention  has  led  to  a 
retrospect  into  the  darker  eras  of  our  professional  historj ;  when 
both  phTsicians  and  the  pnbUc  enjoyed  few  of  the  advantages  of 
mental  cnlture  that  now  exist.  Credulity  and  ignorance,  fostered 
by  knavery,  there  appear  as  the  prominent  agents  in  misgoiding  the 
public  mind  in  its  estimate  of  medical  science  and  the  object  and 
importance  of  its  cultivation,  as  well  as  to  lead  it  essentially  to  un- 
der-estimate  the  character  and  object  of  the  profesnon  directing  its 
legitimate  administration. 

The  undiminished  influence  which  credulity  still  exerts  over  the 
paUic  mind,  in  the  present  comparatively  enii jjl^tened  period,  affords 
no  small  evidence  in  favor  of  the  position^  that  it  is  an  innate  pro- 
pensity, holding  a  no  less  important  relati<m  to  the  mind  than  that  of 
one  of  its  elementary  constituents,  which  will  probably  manifest  ita 
activity  in  every  condition  of  society,  whatever  may  be  the  advaa^ 
tages  enjoyed  for  its  discipline  and  cultivation. 

In  snch  view  of  the  origin  of  credulity,  it  is  true  that  the  appre- 
hension can  but  be  indulged,  that  in  some  form  of  manifestation,  it 
wUi  long  continue  to  counteract  the  teachings  of  reason  and  experi- 
ence, and  thus  ever  prove  an  obstacle  that  will  be  likely  to  obstruct 
our  profession,  in  its  effi>rts  for  the  advancement  of  the  sanative  in- 
terests of  the  community. 

The  hope,  however,  may  be  entertained,  that  among  the  many  im- 
provements of  the  age,  such  a  system  of  culture  for  the  mind  will 
ultimately  be  devised,  that  its  several  faculties  may  be  taught  to  act 
in  their  appropriate  spheres,  and  a  healthy  rationality  be  substituted 
for  the  morbid  excrescences  of  reason  which  impostors  in  science 
originate  and*  cherish,  with  the  object  of  accomplishing  their  detest- 
able designs.  It  is  those,  who,  at  the  present  time,  no  less  than  for- 
merly, distract  the  opKuion  which  the  pnbHc  attempt  to  form  regard- 
ing the  value  and  importance  of  medical  science,  as  well  as  that  of 
theology  and  general  spiritual  agency. 

The  professions  of  medicine  and  theology,  as  embracing  within 
their  confines  a  larger  amount  of  perplexing  and  indefinite  mys- 
teries, the  one  of  the  organic,  the  other  of  the  spiritual  world,  have 
ever  been  the  prolific  source  whence  impostors  in  science  derive  the 
aliment  indispensable  for  the  germination  and  growth  of  their  baleful 
progMiy  of  errors  which  distract  and  mislead  public  sentiment  in  its 
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estimate  of  tbeir  respective  merits*  The  professions  of  law  and  the 
common  arts  enjoj  a  comparative  exemption,  for  the  reason,  that 
their  principles  are  based  upon  sensible  observation,  and  therefore 
are  more  readily  comprehended  and  defined  bj  the  ordinary  powers 
of  sense  and  reason,  which  most  persons  possess.  It  is  true  that  the 
offspring  of  evils  which  afflict  the  respective  professions  of  medi- 
cine and  theology  are  diversified  in  their  forms ;  those  of  each 
being  moulded  by  the  varied  aliment  which  they  respectively 
supply;  yet  they  are  the  product  of  an  analogous  germ  of  men- 
tal origin,  and  it  is  therefore  undoubted  that  through  the  same 
remedy,  a  salutary  inculcation  of  truth  to  the  minds  of  the  affected, 
the  malady  of  each,  (if  eradicable)  is  to  be  suppressed. 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  any  efforts  having  reference  to  the 
suppression  of  evils*fiowing  from  credulity,  that  affljct  the  several 
professions,  must  be  directed  against  the  genus,  rather  than  the  par- 
ticular species  or  variety  which  each  presents.  The  mental  foun- 
tain  must  be  clarified,  before  the  Protean  errors  which  it  emanates 
can  be  corrected.  It  is  futile  for  the  profession  of  medicine  or  the- 
ology, or  even  the  political  reformer,  to  attempt  singly  to  combat  the 
impostor  or  fanatic  in  the  varied  form  which  he  assumes  in  their  re- 
spective departments.  He  can  alone  successfully  be  encountered,  by 
the  more  rational  of  all  the  professions  unitedly  instructing  the  af- 
fected in  a  judicious  exercise  of  their  senses  and  reason,  and  the 
rejection  of  all  such  appeals  made  to  their  imagination,  which  are 
unsustained  by  evidence  derived  fVom  these  generally  safe  guides 
and  faithful  monitors. 

It  would  appear  that  evils  thus  identical  in  their  character  and 
origin,  ought  to  inspire  a  mutuality  of  interest  in  the  suffering  pro- 
fessions for  their  eradication.  It  is,  however,  a  fact  much  to  be  re- 
gretted, that,  whilst  the  influence  of  medical  science,  and  generally 
the  efforts  of  physicians,  have  been  applied  to  counteract  the  com- 
mon maladies  originating  from  credulity,  they  have  not  received 
corresponding  aid  from  the  clerical  profession,  their  joint  sufferer 
from  the  eviL  While  the  latter  has  been  strenuous  in  its  attempts 
to  suppress  the  impostor  and  fanatic  in  religion,  a  large  portion  of 
its  members  have  too  frequently  supplied  their  influence  in  aid  of 
the  quack  in  medicine,  in  his  adventures  for  fortune  upon  the  health 
and  lives  of  the  credulous  in  community. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  men  of  education  Wd  influence  like 
these,  who  by  their  profession  hold  the  exalted  position  of  moral  and 
religious  instructcMrs  and  conservators,  should  thus  unintentionally  be 
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made  instrumental  in  furtherance  of  the  baselj  selfish  designs  of  the 
knave  and  impostor  in  medicine.    The  explanation  of  the  pkenome" 
non  maj  possibly  be  derived  from  the  fact,  that  their  minds,  through 
habits  acquired  in  their  investigation  of  the  revealed  m3rsterie8  of 
theology,  and  the  habitual  assent  which  thej  ace  accustomed  to  be- 
stow, on  evidence  suppUed  by  faith,  upon  the  important  truths  which 
their  profession  requires  them  to  teach,  are  more  prone  than  others 
of  equal  mcQtal  discipline  and  understanding,  to  yield  their  credence 
to  the  pretended  marvelous  revelations  of  the  quack ;  especially 
when  such  are  assumed  as  results  of  unwearied  investigation  into, 
the  mysteries  embraced  in  the  laws  of  organic  structure,  and  its  con* 
comitant,  the  vital  principle. 

I  am  gratified,  however,  in  expressing  my  conviction,  that  far  the 
larger  portion  of  the  more  intelligent  and  infiuential  of  this  most  re- 
spectable and  useful  body  of  our  fellow-citizens,  are  in  no  degree 
chargeable  with  this  error  of  judgment  regarding  the  merits  of  the 
medical  profession,  of  which  we  complain.  These  have  ever  be- 
stowed their  individual  influence  in  sustaining  the  claims  which  it 
holds  upon  the  community  for  a  just  appreciation  of  its  labors  in  its 
behalf.  Could  their  powerful  influence  be  made  available  in  their 
several  public  bodies,  the  hordes  of  empiricism  would  be  weakened 
in  their  most  important  intrenchments,  and  the  lesser  positions  to 
which  they  would  be  compelled  to  resort,  would  curtail  their  ability 
of  inflicting  the  avils  in  which  they  have  too  long  and  too  success- 
fully reveled. 

I  would  therefore  close  this  address,  already  extended  beyond  the 
limits  originally  designed,  by  the  suggestion  for  your  consideration, 
whether,  by  instituting  officially  joint  measures  (could  such  be  e(> 
fected)  between  clerical  and  medical  public  associations  in  reference 
to  the  emergency  arising  from  the  evils  through  which  both  are  suff- 
ers, they  might  not  be  essentially  lessened,  if  not  eradicated.  Could 
such  concerted  action  be  effected,  it  is  rational  to  hope,  nay  it  is  mor- 
ally certain,  that  their  united  influence  would  effect  much  in  the 
correction  of  public  sentiment  in  its  erroneous  views  of  the  obscu- 
rities which  the  science  of  each  embraces.  By  a  salutary  discipline 
thus  forcibly  inculcated,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  success  of 
the  impostor,  both  in  religion  and  medicine,  would  be  materially 
checked  and  his  influence  curtailed,  if  not  eradicated. 

Although  the  views  suggested  may  be  deemed  too  Utopian  for  hu- 
man nature  with  its  existing  structure,  yet  permit  me  to  expreas  the 

belief,  that  by  judiciously  directed  concurrent  efforts  of  the  two  pro- 
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fessioDB,  aided  bj  the  intelligent  of  all  classes,  the  hydra  would  be 
tfectuallj  suppressed,  and  its  influence,  hitherto  so  detrimental  to  the 
advancemenf  of  useful  science  and  the  public  welfare,  would  be  en- 
feebled and  powerless,  hj  thus  esJiausting  the  aliment  required  to 
sustain  its  growth. 

In  retiring  from  this  presidential  seat  which  jon  have  successively 
alisigned  me,  accept,  gentlemen,  my  thanks  for  the  honor  you 
have  conferred,  and  for  your  indulgence  of  the  imperfect  ability 
which  I  am  co^scious  of  having  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  its 
responsible  duties.  During  the  period  of  my  occupancy  of  this 
station,  and  a  long  previous  experience  as  a  member  of  this  conven- 
tion, it  has  been  my  good  fortune,  uniformly  to  witness  a  manifesta- 
tion of  a  most  harmonious  and^fratemal  feeling  among  its  members, 
amid  all  the  discussions  of  the  various  subjects  of  legislation  that 
have  been  submitted  to  its  action.  While  in  most  deliberative  bodies, 
party  or  sectional  interests  are  too  prone  to  originate  unsocial  pas- 
sion, and  to  excite  angry  debate,  no  such  exhibition  has  here  been 
indulged.  On  the  contrary,  a  unity  of  purpose,  directed  solely  to 
the  advancement  of  the  medical  profession  in  respectability  and  use- 
fulness, has  ever  signally  appeared  as  the  actuating  principle  gov- 
erning each  of  its  members. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  express  the  hope  that  the  same  benevo- 
lent object  will  ever  direct  the  deliberations  of  all  your  future  con- 
vocations ;  and  also  my  convictions  that  a  continuance  of  the  same 
course  of  prudent  legblation,  that  has  characterized  the  past,  will  not 
fail  progressively  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  medical  profession 
of  Connecticut,  to  a  position  unsurpassed  by  that  of  its  brethren  of 
other  communities,  or  of  either  of  the  learned  professions ;  and 
where  it  may  survey  unconcerned,  the  puny  assaults  of  a  reckless 
empiricism,  which  irill  doubtless,  long  be  sustained  with  the  hope  of 
inviting  a  novel-loving  public  to  contribute  aid  for  the  promotion  of 
its  interest  and  aggrandizement 

I  can  not,  Grentlemen,  ip  justice  to  my  fe^ngs,  close  without  ex- 
pressing the  deep  sense  with  which  I  am  impressed  by  the  recent 
event  which  has  deprived  the  medical  profession  of  several  of  its 
shining  ornaments,  as  well  as  this  Society  of  two  of  its  most  active, 
respectable  and  efficient  members. 

I  presume  that  in  common  with  myself,  there  are  members  of  this 
body  who  anticipated  a  cordial  and  friendly  greeting  with  our  es- 
teemed friends  and  colleagues,  who  have  now  retired  from  all  earthly 
scenes,  but  whom  a  few  days  since  we  had  apparent  reason  to  be- 
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lieve  little  short  of  a  grave  providential  dispensation  would  be 
likelj  to  deprive  us  of  their  presence.  Their  visages  in  our  hall  of 
convocation  have  been,  heretoC^re,  nearly  as  familiar  as  its  fixtures 
bj  which  we  are  surrounded,  and  there  are  recollections  thus  made 
vivid,  which  are  pecuUarlj  calculated  to  add  deeper  poignancy  to  the 
event  which  we  doubtless  all  in  common  deplore. 

From  the  one,  Doct  Samuel  Beach,  selected  at  our  last  annual 
meeting  as  Dissertator,  we  had  the  apparent  good  reason  to  ex- 
pect an  interesting  and  instructive  communication.  But  in  this,  our 
hopes  are  annihilated,  and  it  is  becoming  in  us  devoutly  to  submit  to 
the  act  of  superior  Wisdom  which  has  interposed  and  frustrated  our 
cherished  expectations.  Of  the  character  of  Doct.  Beach  as  a  citi- 
zen, a  physician  and  friend,  I  can  not  refrain  from  the  remark  that, 
during  a  long  experience  of  friendly  and  intimate  intercourse,  J  have 
ever  foimd  him  imiform  in  the  exercise  of  the  qualities  of  an  honest 
man,  a  gentleman  and  philanthropist ;  while  as  a  member  of  the 
Medical  Society  and  profession,  it  is  no  disparagement  to  any  of  its 
members  to  say,  that  in  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  their  interests  and 
prosperity,  he  was  surpassed  by  none. 

Of  Doct.  Archibald  Welch,  surrounded  as  I  am  by  his  friends 
and  neighboring  brethren,  and  in  consequence  of  the  position  which 
he  has  long  held  in  this  Convention,  as  a  member,  as  having  ful- 
filled various  official  duties  in  its  connection,  including  those  of  the 
occupancy  of  the  chair,  my  attempt  at  his  eulogy  is  rendered  unnec- 
essary. Personally,  however,  I  am  inclined  to  state  that  during  an 
acquaintance  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  I  have  uniformly 
had  occasion  to  admire  his  characteristic  urbanity  and  gentlemanly 
deportment,  and  for  a  number  of  years,  being  officially  associated  with 
him  in  the  discharge  of  public  professional  duties,  I  have  experi- 
enced the  benefits  of , his  valuable  friendship  and  more  intimate  social 
intercourse.  Generally,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  add,  that,  as  an  exam- 
ple of  zeal  for  the  furtherance  of  the  interests  of  the  profession,  he 
has  lefl  no  superior. 

But  an  afflictive  Providence  has  interposed  and  the  cherished 
hopes  of  future  interviews  with  me,  and  with  you,  are  thus  abruptly 
terminated.  It  only  remains  therefore  for  us  to  emulate  the  worthy 
example  which  may  be  derived  from  the  lives  of  the  individuals 
whose  career  on  earth  has  been  so  suddenly  arrested. 

While  then  in  common  with  their  families  and  numerous  circles 
of  friends,  we  deplore  the  loss  inflicted  by  the  awful  event,  let  us  pro- 
fessionally improve  the  admonition,  that  the  Guardians  of  life  are, 
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aHke  with  their  charge,  subject  to  the  yarious  forms  of  death  which 
their  vocation  caUs  upon  them  to  combat ;  and  that  on  separatiDg  at 
the  close  of  our  annual  convocationsy^no  eye  but  that  of  an  inscru- 
table Proyidence  can  designate  those  from  our  number,  whose  linea- 
ments will  cease  to  animate  us  in  future  assemblages,  but  in  the 
reminiscence  inspired  bjr  their  virtues  which  survive  them. 


REMARKS 

ON 

POPULARIZING  MEDICAL  TEUTK. 

By  the  late  SAMUEL  BEACH,  M.  D., 

OF    BRIDGEPORT,   CONN. 


In  all  the  departments  of  medical  knowledge,  principles  elaborated 
and  settled  on  the  foundations  of  truth,  which  can  not  be  rationally 
disputed,  are  yaluable.  The  labor  necessary  for  accomplishing  this 
in  some  of  the  subjects  of  the.  profession,  is  very  great ;  and  can  be 
shown  to  be  true,  so  as  to  be  entitled  to  an  intelligent  confidence, 
only  by  a  long  and  tried  experience,  the  record  of  many  facts,  and 
the  results  of  this  experience  stated  by  an  observer  who  is  known  to 
be  accustomed  to  utter  truth ;  while  some  of  the  principles  of  the 
profession  may  be  demonstrated  by  very  simple  processes  of  reason* 
ing,  or  readily  seen  to  be  of  extensive  use  to  human  society,  to  very 
limited  observation,  or  by  their  practical  working.  Our  most  «m- 
portaaiU  principles  and  truths  on  which  our  science  is  founded,  are  of 
the  former  description.  They  have  been  established  by  long  and 
patient  labor  and  observation ;  and  their  correctness  confirmed  by 
the  experience  of  successive  men  in  successive  generations.  Hence, 
then,  medical  science  must  be  gradual  in  its  progress  and  complete 
only  when  human  knowledge  is  perfect.^  A  discovery  in  some  one 
of  the  departments  of  medicine  is  very  possible  to  occur  with  limited 
experience ;  but  so  much  is  included  in  what  constitutes  the  eireU 
of  medical  science,  that  a  new  eyetem  must  be  the  work  of  toil  and 
tame.  All  the  principles  on  which  it  must  rest  to  be  entitled  to  pub- 
lic confidence,  must  be  tried  by  the  experience  of  many  years. 

Medicine  includes  such  a  wide  range  of  subjects,  that  in  some  of 
its  most  important  d^fMurtments,  the  united  experience  of  several  ob- 
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servers  becomes  necessary  for  the  fullest  establishment  of  tmth. 
The  field  is  so  broad— collateral  subjects  of  knowledge  have  been  so 
long  culminating  around  it,  that  no  industry  is  fuUj  sufficient,  no 
perseverance  scarcely  adequate  to  master  all  the  requirements  to 
qualify  the  mind  of  the  physician  to  fuUy  appreciate  all  its  impor- 
tant truths. 

Those  which  have  been  received  and  established  as  medical  phi- 
losophy have  then  attached  to  them  a  peculiar  value. 

They  have  both  an  intrinsic  and  relative  value ;  intrinsic,  because 
of  the  cost  with  which  they  have  been  procured,  and  because  they 
have  in  them  the  means  of  extensive  human  benefit,  and  are  associated 
by  all  the  wise  and  good  with  the  great  truths  of  natural  science,  and 
relative  because  they  become  central  points  on  which  the  whole  sys- 
tem rests  when  properly  understood,  with  unshaken  stability,  and  com- 
pared with  the  assumed  truths  of  visionary  and  false  systems  are  as 
the  gems  and  the  fine  gold  to  the  tinsel  and  the  dross.  Medical  truth 
was  never  more  valuable  than  at  the  present  period.  The  broad-cast 
intelligence  of  the  age  has  fostered  a  pride  of  opinion  by  which  men 
of  small  qualifications  propound  and  advocate  theories  with  a  puny 
logic  which,  for  a  time,  attracts  attention  and  hinders  the  progress  of 
truth,  so  that  a  principle  having  the  highest  claims  to  confidence 
with  those  qualified  to  judge  of  its  merits,  still  must  make  slow  pro- 
gress to  general  dissemination  and  be  in  such  a  relation  for  a  long 
time  circumscribed  in  its  usefulness. 

The  same  means  of  intelligence  carries  information  on  the  vari- 
ous topics  of  the  times,  to  the  day  laborer,  and  to  the  mechanic's 
bench.  WUh  but  a  moderate  degree  of  industry  in  improving  the 
vacant  hours  he  comes  to  have  opinions  6n  the  measures  of  the  gen- 
eral govemment^-on  the  hair-splitting  subjects  of  theology,  and  why, 
with  such  advantages,  and  his  experience  with  a  numerous  family, 
should  he  not  be  entitled  to  opinions  on  the  nature  of  disease  and 
the  mode  of  cure  ?  Thus  hasty  opinions,  impulsive  conclusions  and 
some  of  the  truths  of  science,  perchance,  mingle  promiscuously,  and 
ask  encouragement  of  the  highest  bidder.  Error  on  medical  sub- 
jects, is  in  this  way  becoming  incorporated  with  the  growth  of  our 
communities,  and  sound  philosophic  truth  compromised  with  the 
vague  theories,  presumptive  aud  superficial  views  of  the  system  and 
practice  of  the  regular  profession.  Until  in  some  parts  of  the  coun- 
try where  there  is  no  proper  representation  of  the  profession,  in  men 
furnished  with  the  means  of  counteracting  influences  on  such  a  state 
of  things,  skepticism  and  delusion  are  rampant  and  theories  not  ^n  ac* 
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cordance  with  established  tmths  have  gained  temporary  and  some- 
times permanent  friends,  so  as  to  be  capable  of  effecting  for  the  time, 
fatal  mischiefs  on  the  best  interests  of  life  and  health. 

While  these  agitating  causes  operate  so  injuriouslj  on  the  right- 
ful reign  of  medical  truth  in  the  masses ;  the  profession  is  by  no 
means  exempt  from  contagion  from  the  same  sources.  A  class  of 
minds  poorly  qualified  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  any  system,  by  im- 
perfect education,  and  at  the  same  time  not  very  anxious  to  adopt 
right  theories  or  to  pursue  right  practice  on  account  of  moral  con- 
siderations, embrace  views  more  with  reference  to  their  value  for 
obtaining  their  bread,  than  from  what  they  can  see  in  them  of  the 
soundness  of  medical  philosophy,  and  so  they  are  ready  to  adopt 
new  ones  whenever  the  changes  in  public  sentiment  lead  them  to  ex- 
pect a  greater  benefit  from  such  a  source. 

It  would  not  be  difficult  to  show,  in  this  connection,  to  the  pro- 
fession, and  the  country,  the  value  of  a  thorough  medical  education, 
by  which  the  great  truths  of  the  regular  system  should  be  thoroughly 
fixed  in  the  mind,  in  theory  and  practice,  of  all  who  come  into  the 
profession. 

However  the  future  history  of  the  profession  in  the  great  field  of 
discovery  and  improvement  might  make  it  necessary  to  vary  in  some 
of  the  less  important  departments  both  in  theory  and  practice,  still, 
the  main  principles  on  which  the  structure  chiefly  rests,  must  ever 
be  the  same.  No  great  rejection  of  the  fundamentals,  no  wholesale 
discarding  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  the  fathers,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  new  ones,  can  ever  in  the  nature  of  things,  take  place.  In- 
corporated with,  and  involved  in  the  present  principles  and  truths  of 
medical  science,  are  many  of  the  first  principles  of  natural  philoso- 
phy, on  which  is  fixed  the  superstructure  of  all  the  most  important 
departments  of  human  knowledge — ^and  where  else  in  the  divine 
plan  of  maturing  the  progress  of  things,  has  the  human  labor  of  ages 
in  developing  great  first  principles  so  ruthlessly  been  set  at  naught  ? 
We  may  confidently  look  back  in  vain,  and  forward  with  no  reasona- 
ble expectation  of  such  a  sacrifice. 

To  return  to  the  increasing  necessity  of  vigilance  over  the  qualifi- 
cations necessary  for  the  profession.  When  the  present  efibrts  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  shall  have  accomplished  their 
high  designs  in  this  respect,  and  in  reference  to  their  efibrts  on  the 
subject  of  adulterations,  the  profession  will  have  achieved  a  triumph, 
when  much  less  may  be  apprehended  from  these  numerous  sources 

of  error. 

<*  Shallow  draughts  intoxicate  the  brain** 


H 

4 

has  its  significancy  of  application  more  in  reference  to  medical  knowl- 
edge than  any  other  department  of  learning.  Loose  and  imperfect 
qualifications  in  so  many  of  the  profession,  most  midoubtedly,  aro 
among  the  greatest  antagonistic  influences  to  the  dissemination  of  the 
troth  of  correct  medical  practice  with  which  we  have  to  contend. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  wherever  men  are  left  to  form  their'own 
opinions  of  subjects  of  natural  or  moral  science  of  difficult  demon- 
strations, or  with  minds  poorly  furnished  to  meet  the  magnitude  of 
the  subjects,  the  variety  of  views  wQl  be  like  the  variety  of  minds^ 
and  seldom  will  agree  to  any  decisions  any  longer  than  till  a  new 
theory  is  propounded  and  advocated  with  some  adroitness,  and  the 
common  fancy  for  the  novelty  of  the  new  will  gain  attention,  when 
it  has  but  little  merit  further  than  in  the  boldness  and  assurance  with 
which  it  is  defended. 

The  alarming  manner  in  which  the  false  theories  and  systems  of 
practice  are  gaining  attention,  calls  for  the  special  attention  of  the 
profession  and  for  an  investigation  so  careful  and  appropriate  that 
the  remedy  shall  be  understood  and  successfully  applied.  Nor 
should  it  be  regarded  as  particularly  assuming  and  selfish  in  the 
profession,  that  the  responsibility  of  doing  this  should  be  by  us  fully 
assumed. 

Qualified  as  we  should  be  for  sustaining  our  high  respoi^ibilities, 
we  are  and  must  be  the  supervisors  of  our  own  and  the  public  good 
in  this  respect,  and  with  no  sparing  hand  ought  we  to  deal  out  the 
most  decided  approbation  of  all  sound  and  well  informed  men  and 
sound  and  well  constructed  principles  and  practice  of  our  charge, 
while  for  no  minor  consideration  or  sinister  motives  should  we  with- 
hold the  severest  animadversions  and  the  sternest  anathemas  on  the 
&lse  and  speculating  systems  of  the  times.  It  is  meet  and  proper, 
it  is  expected  that  if  we  have  medical  truths  on  which  our  system  is 
founded  which  can  stand  the  scrutiny  of  minds  capable  of  intelligent 
and  thorough  investigation,  that  these  should  be  represented  in  some 
manner  so  as  to  be  stript  of  their  technicalities  and  relieved  of  their 
mystical  relation  to  the  profession,  as  isolated  in  this  respect,  from 
the  rest  of  the  world,  and  in  some  dear  and  intelligible  manner, 
shown  to  be  the  imperishable  truths  of  natural  science  entitled  to  the 
highest  confidence  of  the  public  mind. 

Hitherto  our  system  has  been  too  much  a  system  of  practice. 
Each  man  in  his  way  employing  the  most  of  his  own  life  in  ob- 
servation which  should  establish  or  reject  the  correctness  of  the  prac- 
tice of  his  teachers  and  predecessors ;  while  with  the  mass  of  the 
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fitcultj  the  necessitj  of  elaborating  and  teaching  to  others  the  great 
Imtha  has  been  oyerlooked,  and  the  necessity  of  traversing  anew  the 
same  great  field  of  observation  appears  to  each  successive'  generar 
tion  of  practitioners  as  the  first  and  most  important  duty  of  their  lives; 
and  thus  the  same  round  of  beaten  track  is  passed  over  as  we  siic- 
eeed  each  other.  We  have  now  other  duties  to  perform.  The  day 
has  at  length  come  when  before  the  intelligence,  such  as  it  is,  of  the 
age,  every  system  must  stand  or  fall  on  its  own  merits,  as  they  can 
be  illustrated  and  defended  to  the  masses. 

It  is  not  sufficient  that  we  understand  the  truths  of  medical  science 
among  ourselves.  The  people  by  whom  the  system  is  approved  or 
rejected  and  from  whom  its  support  is  to  come,  must  have  the  differ* 
ent  systems  in  review,  and  will  most  assuredly  adopt  that  which 
they  can  most  clearly  comprehend.  It  is  not  necessary  that  we 
should  attempt  the  herculean  task  of  educating  the  public  mind  for 
this  purpose.  It  is  only  necessary  that  some  of  our  most  importapt 
and  fundamental  truths  should  have  wide  circulation  in  language  so 
famiHar  that  all  may  understaiid.  As  difficult  as  this  may  at  first 
seem,  such  facilities  are  now  ofiered  for  popularizing  every  subject 
in  which  the  pubUc  has  an  important  interest,  that  the  greatest  obstar 
des  may  be  surmounted.  So  much  has  been  accomplished  in  every 
other  department  of  life,  such  amazing  results  in  all  the  business  and 
benevolent  relations  of  civilized  society,  that  the  same  principle  ap« 
plied  to  extending  the  no  less  important  truths  that  relate  to  liie  and 
health  would  soon  accomplish  all  that  the  most  sanguine  could  ex« 
pect.  The  organizations  which  we  have  already  in  operation,  with 
well  directed  effi^rt,  might  revolutionize  the  public  mind  and  place  all 
the  important  truths  beyond  the  annoying  reach  of  empyrical  preten- 
ses and  schemes. 

Each  individual  of  the  profession,  in  his  own  way,  by  a  little  ef* 
fort,  might  make  his  influence  felt  ii\  his  own  circle.  Yet,  he  who 
is  devoted  to  his  daily  round  of  clinical  duties  can  have  but  a  fee- 
ble influence  extending  beyond.  The  kind  of  confidence  reposed  in 
him  as  one  in  the  great  medical  body,  is  only  that  which  is  derived 
from  their  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  his  general  ability  for  accom- 
plishing, in  the  best  way,  whatever  he  undertakes.  The  confidence 
is  in  the  man  rather  than  in  the  system  under  which  he  practices. 
And  however  successful  he  may  be  in  multiplying  his  patients,  and  his 
friends,  or  establishing  himself  in  public  estimation  as  the  best  prac- 
titioner in  the  county,  he  will  do  but  little  toward  fixing  in  the  public 
mind  the  right  kind  of  confidence  in  the  great  truths  of  his  system 
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which  will  last  and  afford  a  perpetual  mnnitioii  of  defense  against 
the  invasions  of  the  new  STstems  which  shall  be  ever  and  anon  ris- 
ing for  a  chance  when  he  has  left  the  field  of  contest  for  others  less 
experienced  to  occupj. 

Here  and  there  a  mind  of  uncommon  powers  maj  have  so  perse- 
veringlj  advocated  and  perhaps  publicly  instructed  in  the  principles 
of  his  system  as  to  have  made  some  impression  in  the  comparatively 
short  period  of  his  medical  career — but  hitherto  in  the  history  of 
medicine  this  has  been  exerted  on  the  profession  and  though  the  peo- 
ple may  have  been  through  such  a  source  passively  benefited,  yet 
to  see  all  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  from  such  an  infiuence, 
these  truths  should  have  been  simplified  and  popularized,  until  the 
people  should  see  their  appropriateness  to  answer  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  designed — ^their  genuineness  therefore  justly  enti- 
tled to  their  undivided  confidence. 

This  deficiency  in  the  general  difiusion  of  some  of  the  main  and 
appreciable  truths  of  medicine  has  left  open  the  door  for  competition 
from  unworthy  sources,  and  the  profession  is  thrown'  into  the  position 
of  strife  for  the  mastery,  with  company  who  will  not  bear  the  least 
comparison  in  real  qualifications  for  such  an  effort  And  still  the 
strife  goes  on,  the  profession  still  necessarily  exposed  to  the  annoyan- 
ces of  laboring  in  the  field  of  competition  with  them  and  exposed  to 
the  discredits  of  such  company ;  and  while  too  the  acclamations  of  vic- 
tory from  the  crowd  go  up  now  and  anon  for  ignorance  and  error, 
truth  of  necessity  submits,  is  mortified  and  disheartened  with  appa- 
rent defeat.  It  is  scarcely  in  the  power  of  the  profession  to  remedy 
thi^  false  state  of  things,  so  long  as  the  first  principles  on  which  our 
system  is  founded,  have  their  circulation  in,  and  are  understood  only 
by  the  profession — ^while  error  and  systems  of  one  idea  are  in  all  the 
public  prints,  and  with  all  the  impudence  and  efirontery  of  their  ad- 
vocates, known  and  read  of  all  men.  The  voice  of  the  people  is, 
in  this  sense  peculiarly  regarded  as  the  voice  of  the  gods,  and  what 
has  once  had  the  award  of  truth  before  such  a  court  and  jury,  will 
find  under  the  habits  of  our  institutions,  but  a  sorry  prospect  of  ap- 
peal to  the  tribunals  of  science. 

The  simplicity  of  the  false  systems  are  continual  temptations 
with  the  masses  to  experiment.  If  one  truth  in  a  new  system  is 
seen,  it  is  enough  to  entitle  it  to  attention  until  it  is  proved  false ; 
which,  with  the  various  appliances  of  their  designing  advocates,  and 
the  indisposition  of  human  nature  to  acknowledge  itself  in  a  false 
position,  becomes  no  easy  task  to  controvert. 
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The  cUnHnaey  of  pride  of  opinion  when  once  committed  to  a  false 
system,  and  the  yarioas  subterfuges  and  shifts  even  at  the  imminmit 
hazard  of  their  own  lives,  and  the  lives  of  their  families,  were  it  not 
too  serious,  would  often  be  not  a  little  amusing,  and  show  how  under 
such  a  condition  of  mind,  wisdom  and  common  sense  will  tend  to 
make,  and  sometimes  really  do  make  profound  obeisance  to  the 
most  consummate  ignorance  and  folly. 

I  have  a  case  to  illustrate.    A  very  respectable  family,  the  male 
head  of  which  was  for  a  number  of  years  editor  and  proprietor  of 
one  of  our  oldest  political  journals,  had  the  medical  advice  for 
twenty  years  of  one  of  our  oldest  physicians  and  surgeons  to  their 
entire  satisfaction.    Near  the  close  of  this  time  the  female  head  of 
this  family,  had  in  New  York,  or  somewhere  among  her  out  of 
town  friends,  caught  the  charm   and  simplicity  of  the  one  idea, 
nmilia  simillthuSy  eurantUTy  and  after  being  duly  provided  with  a 
pocket  box  of  the  infinitesimals,  and  having  experimented  on  her 
own  family  in  numerous  cases,  signified  to  her  neighbors,  first,  her 
alarming  apprehension  of  the  regulars,  and  then,  YkRvfirmeBt  eonfif 
dence  in  the  new  system.     She  was  now  fully  committed  to  the  new 
system,  and  against  the  old.    The  few  remaining  years  of  life  were 
industriously  employed  in  proselyting  to  keep  herself  in  company  in 
the  new  position,  until  at  length  she  and  her  daughter,  were  seized 
nearly  at  the  same  time,  with  tertian  intermittent     She  had  learned 
at  the  feet  of  Hahnemann  exactly  what  was  calculated  to  enter  into, 
the  perfect  pathology  of  this  disease  and  speedily  expel  the  ruth- 
less invader  from    the  personal  domain  of  herself  and  daughter. 
The  sine  qua  non  was  administered  in  the  scale  of  dilutions,  month 
after  month  ;  the  disease,  the  while,  not  heeding  his  spiritual  oppo- 
nent, still  pursued  its  fatal  ravages  on  the  feeble  frames  of  the  mother 
and  daughter,  until  the  mother  first  sank  and  died,  under  a  deter- 
mination to  the  brain.    The  daughter  with  the  ruling  passion  strong 
in  death,  was  still  disposed  to  give  the  system  a  fair  trial,  continued 
two  or  three  months  longer  and  died  with  disease  of  the  lungs,  both 
having  the  chills  and  fever  until  the  close  or  near  the  dose  of  their 
lives. 

This  pride  of  opinion  has  become  an  important  element  with  which 
medical  tru^h  has  to  contend ;  and  where  is  it  more  offensive  and 
more  likely  to  operate  obstinately,  as  in  the  above  case,  than  in  the 
class  of  community  now  so  much  taken  with  infinitesimals,  the  ar- 
istocracy? Catching  infiuences  from  those  crude  and  erroneous 
views  of  the  theory  and  practice  from  all  the  numerous  sources,  and 
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while  no  opposing  influences  are  at  Iiand  to  bear  on  their  minds,  the 
adopted  sentimoits  become  theirs  to  warrant  and  defend  as  their 
families  and  their  homestead,  tmd  aapattack  on  them  is  at  once  re- 
garded as  really  an  invasion  of  their  rights,  to  be  repelled  m  et 
armis  as  an  attack  on  either  of  these.  Most  other  subjects  of  sci- 
ence are  far  in  advance  of  medicine  in  this  respect.  The  great 
truths  on  which  they  depend  for  the  soundness  of  their  philosophy 
have  been -popularized,  so  that  whe^  once  understood  .as  indisputably 
true,  they  are  no  longer  questioned  or  doubted,  more  than  any  of 
the  ether  troths  of  natural  science. 

The  common  objection  to  this  course  with  medical  subjects,  which 
has  so  often  hindered  the  faculty  from  any  attempt  at  this,  must  be 
dismissed  as  without  foundation ;  and  though  true  relatively  to  some 
other  subjects  of  human  knowledge,  is  not  positively  and  wholly 
true.  I  mean,  that  medicine  is  not  a  demonstrable  science  and  there 
is  too  much  uncertainty  for  public  appreciation.  If,  indeed,  after 
the  lapse  of  two  thousand  years  of  faithful  and  laborious  investiga- 
tion by  some  of  the  best  minds  the  world  ever  saw,  there  are  no 
great  truths  of  medical  philosophy  capable  of  being  shown  as  de- 
monstrable and  certain — ^it  is  surely  the  only  field  of  human  labor  to 
which  the  mind  of  man  has  been  applied  so  long  and  so  faithfully 
without  success. 

These  allegations  come  from  sources  unworthy  of  confidence,  and 
continually  contribute  to  the  popular  skepticism  on  the  subjects  of 
our  profession.  Medical  truth  properly  simplified  would  not  be  re- 
garded as  uncertain  by  the  general  intelligence  of  the  times,  but  ver- 
itable and  true,  as  any  other  subjects  of  science. 

What  then  are  some  of  the  truths  of  medical  science,  which  may 
be  regarded  as  established  and  capable  of  illustration  to  the  non-pro- 
fessional, so  as  to  be  entitled  to  their  unshaken  confidence  ? 

It  may  be  first  necessary  to  see  in  contrast  what  is  not  true  in 
medical  theory,  that  we  may  better  understand  the  merits  of  what  is 
really  true. 

One  of  the  greatest  sources  of  error  in  the  public  estimation  of 
the  false  systems  has  been  the  tendency  to  receive  partial  truth  for 
whole  truth ;  and  when  such  partial  truth  or  principle  is  applied  to 
general  practice,  the  principle  instead  of  being  true  in  general,  loses 
its  worth  as  a  correct  general  principle  and  is  only  true  in  its  local 
or  special  applicati<»i.  For  example,  it  may  be  true  that  an  igno- 
ramus may  have  a  correct  diagnosis  of  a  given  disease,  or  that  he 
may  applya  ccHrrect  remedy  for  its  removal,  while  it  is  most  obviously 
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not  true  that  inferior  qualificatioiis  woold  as  certainly  insure  correct 
estimates  of  the  nature  of  the  disease  or  treatment  in  the  promiscuous 
and  more  general  intercourse  with  the  maladies  of  the  human  system 

No  department  of  Hfe  involving  responsibilities  so  important,  re- 
quires a  larger  range  of  accurate  and  high  qualifications  for  success- 
fully discharging  the  duties  of  the  same  than  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine. He  who  assumes  the  practice  of  the  healing  art,  should  be  fa- 
miliar with,  and  accurate  in  nearly  the  whole  field  of  natural  sci- 
ence; and  in  every  respect  in  which  he  is  deficient  in  these,  he  is 
liable  to  fail  in  the  accuracy  and  success  of  his  practice.  And' 
whether  by  acceptable  personal  deportment,  or  high  moral  qualities 
alone,  or  general  intelligence,  or  tact  in  gainmg  friends,  he  has  ob- 
tained the  public  confidence,  it  is  not  true  that  he  is  as  justly  entitled 
to  it  as  ho  would  be,  if  fully  furnished  in  all  the  requirements  of  sci- 
ence necessary  to  make  a  well  educated  man. 

The  idea  that  has  too  extensively  prevailed  that  mere  tact  will  sup- 
ply deficiencies  of  education,  in  our  profession,  has  always  proved 
detrimeptal  to  its  best  interests.  It  has  been  employed  for  selfish 
and  unworthy  purposes  with  some  success,  but  still  its  effect  on  the 
general  character  of  the  profession  has  been  bad. 

Again,  several  of  the  false  systems  of  medicine  depend  for  their 
popular  acceptance  on  the  prominence  of  one  important  truth,  which 
is  so  constantly  kept  in  view  as  to  decieve  the  uninitiated  as  to  the 
general  truth  of  the  system.  It  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  this 
manner  of  representation  that  the  principle  of  Hahnemann,  sinUUa 
simtUtbus  curantury  has  been  so  successful  as  representing  the  whole 
system  as  true,  when  in  its  general  application  it  is  not  true ;  neither 
is  it  true  that  the  pathology  can  be  obtained  by  the  ^  totality  of  the 
symptoms" — and  who  does  not  know  that  the  principle  of  Hahne- 
mann is  entirely  false,  that ''  there  is  nothing  to  cure  but  the  sufferings 
of  the  patient." 

My  object  is  only  to  give  examples  and  not  to  allude  to  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  misrepresentations  of  the  false  systems  of  this  ^  re- 
former." The  same  may  be  said  of  the  truth  on  which  the  theory 
of  Samuel  Thompson  was  attempted  to  be  sustained,  ^  that  heat  is 
life  and  cold  is  death."  In  some  partial  relation  to  the  great  system 
of  medical  philosophy  this  may  be  said  to  be  true,  Init  when  consid- 
ered as  a  general  practical  truth  it  becomes  eminently  false,  and  obvi- 
ously so  if  considered  in  the  light  of  the  opposite  system  of  the  Si- 
lesian  quack  Priesnitz,  who  teaches  that  cold  in  the  application  of 
water  is  the  sovereign  balm  of  life  in  all  disease.    All  the  systems 
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then  which,  rest  for  support  on  one  or  two  important  truths  and  reject 
other  equally  established  truths  in  their  general  application  are  and 
must  be  false. 

Without  detaining  you  longer  to  consider  what  is  not  true,  Which 
has  been  assumed  to  be  truth  in  the  false  systems,  it  may  be  shown 
that  it  is  a  well  settled  truth  as  any  of  the  laws  of  physical  science, 
^at  a  knowledge  of  the  structure  and  uses  of  the  human  system  is 
necessary  to  a  correct  appreciation  of  its  diseases. 

To  comprehend  all  the  physiological  relations  of  the  system  and 
ftilly  and  correctly  estimate  these  in  health  and  in  disease,  theoreti- 
cally and  practically,  requires  something  more  than  a  scanty  appre* 
hension  of  one  or  two  principles  of  pathology.  The  irregulars  ques- 
tion and  deny  this.  The  only  difficulty  in  demonstrating  the  truth  of 
the  principle  is  that  it  requires  to  be  done  at  the  bedside.  Com- 
paratively few  of  the  most  important  principles  of  pathology  and 
therapeutics  can  be  fully  shown  hj  mere  efforts  of  reason  on  sup- 
posed facts.  They  require  to  be  seen  as  actual  facts,  and  are  as  sus- 
ceptible of  satii^actory  demonstration  to  a  mind  capable  of  appre- 
ciating their  nature  and  relation  as  any  other  demonstration. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  show  that  five  and  three  and  two  are  ten :  but  it 
requires  quite  another  kind  of  eJQSort  to  show  that  five  symptoms  seen 
as  deviations  from  normal  action  of  the  respiratory  organs,  three  from 
stethescopic  signs,  and  two  from  the  ci^illa^  system,  make  the  ten  to 
constitute  pneumonia.  The  demonstration  is  just  as  real,  while  the 
difficulty  lies  only  in  the  proper  understanding  of  the  steps  by  which 
we  come  to  the  final  conclusion.  When  it  is  understood  that  the  five 
deviations  from  healthy  action  are  such  as  always  accompany  that 
specific  form  of  lung  disease,  that  the  three  stethescopic  signs  are  sure 
indications  of  such  altered  structure,  and  the  two  symptoms  of  the 
skin  exist  in  this  connection,  the  demonstration  is  complete  and  the 
mind  is  lefl  to  no  other  conclusion  but  the  correct  and  legitimate  one. 

It  is  the  demonstration  of  laiw  and  testimony,  when  the  established 
laws  of  the  human  system  are  well  understood,  and  the  testimony  of 
symptoms  in  relation  to  any  particular  case  is  correctly  estimated, 
that  the  conclusions  must  be  correct — subject  only  to  the  same  liabili- 
ties of  all  other  demonstration,  viz.,  mistakes  in  process  of  reasoning. 

The  difference  then  between  the  false  systems  and  the  true  is, 
that  the  former  reject  the  necessity  of  such  qualifications  to  reason 
correctly,  or  altogether  reject  all  demonstration  and  only  assume 
that  such  are  the  facts  and  such  as  they  suppose  are  the  conclusions. 

They  attempt  to  arrive  at  conclusions  by  tact,  instinct,  divination, 
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inference.  Mach  of  their  dependence  is  placed  on  the  latter.  Thus 
if  twentj  cases  of  a  given  disease  under  a  new  system  of  treatment 
show  a  larger  percentage  of  recovery  than  with  the  regular  treat- 
ment, therefore  it  is  the  best.  Several  points  of  importance  in  this 
conclusion  are  assumed  and  want  the  proof  which  would  be  neces- 
sary in  order  to  show  the  correctness  of  such  a  conclusion. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression.  It  is  true  that  morbid  anatomy 
is  necessary  to  correct  pathology.  It  is  true  that  correct  diagnosis 
is  essential  to  intelligent  and  successful  treatment  It  is  admitted 
that  disease  may  be  cured  by  blunders,  by  accident,  and  by  the  nat- 
ural restorative  efforts  of  a  system  in  other  respects  healthy ;  but  the 
truth  here  stated  is  designed  to  imply  qualifications  for  fully  under- 
standing the  nature  of  disease  under  all  circumstances  .and  appro- 
priating the  best  remedies,  or  as  necessarily  understanding  under 
what  circumstances  it  would  be  best  to  use  no  remedies  at  all. 

While  it  is  obvious  that  it  is  the  province  of  the  physician  to  ob- 
viate and  remove  all  hurtful  causes  and  use  often  the  most  vigorous 
means  for  arresting  the  progress  of  threatening  disease  when  prop- 
erly understood,  it  is  true  that  the  great  restorative  principle  in  re- 
covery is  the  vigor  of  the  vital  forces.  And  it  is  equally  true  that 
in  quite  a  majority  of  the  diseases  of  the  sjrstem  all  that  is  to  be 
done  is  to  place  the  system  in  such  a  condition  that  these  can  ope- 
rate without  interruption. 

The  idea  of  curing  disease  as  by  some  conjuration  or  by  attribut- 
ing powers  to  medicines  used  which  they  do  not  possess,  which  the 
faculty  by  their  own  imprudent  use  of  terms  have  fixed  upon  the 
public  mind,  is  untruthful  and  unscientific,  and  operates  to  place  us 
in  the  public  estimation  on  the  savie  common  level  with  the  empiric. 

They  ignorandy  and  falsely  promise  to  cure.  We  see  the  tnie  pa- 
thology, understandingly  remove  the  existing  cause,  follow  the  indica- 
tions of  nature  in  restoring  the  integrity  of  the  functions  involved, 
and  see  the  great  woi^  of  restoration  completed  by  the  same  prindpie 
that  carries  and  diffuses  life  through  every  vein  with  equal  certainty 
both  in  health  and  disease.  They  promise  to  take  by  the  horns  and 
cast  out  what  they  can  not  see,  feel  or  understand,  an  undefinable  some- 
thing called  disease ;  while  we  see  in  the  evidence  which  the  symp- 
toms give,  the  operation  of  hurtful  agencies  and  the  nature  of  the 
lesions  being  and  having  been  produced,  remove  obstructions,  neu- 
tralize hurtful  influences,  husband  and  sustain  the  vital  forces,  and 
then  understandingly  see  a  perfect  system  of  organism  work  out  its 
own  legitimate  results,  vis.,  organic  and  functional  life  and  health. 
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A  very  important  truth  to  be  understood  and  popularized  in  this 
connection  is,  that  when  the  vital  forces  are  defective  from  age,  or 
the  violent  or  long  continued  operation  of  hurtful  causes,  the  most 
skillful  application  of  remedies  will  not  always  be  successfuL 

Though  immense  labor  has  been  bestowed  on  the  department  of 
materia  medica  and  chemistry,  and  through  the  influence  of  this  de- 
partment of  the  profession  a  vast  amount  of  remedial  means  has 
been  provided  for  the  mitigation  of  human  suffering  and  restoring  to 
health  abnormal  functions ;  yet  many  of  the  principles  of  this  branch 
are  not  so  easily  demonstrated  to  minds  not  understanding  their  prac- 
tical relation  to  these  practical  principles,  but  still  enough  to  subserve 
the  great  purposes  of  truth,  and  show  that  remedies  have  a  specific 
action  on  particular  functions  or  organs  and  this  sustained  by  innu- 
merable facts  and  daily  experience.  It  is  also  true  that  this  action 
is  varied  by  age,  temperament,  sex,  condition  and  habits ;  the  knowl- 
edge of  which  can  only  be  acquired  by  acquaintance  with  their  op- 
eration, continual  observation  and  experience,  and  a  matured  judg- 
ment. 

Thus  I  have  given  a  few  examples  of  the  truths  which  have  been 
for  ages  established  and  accumulating  in  number  as  the  improve- 
ments in  science  have  developed  the  resources  of  nature  and  art,  and 
furnishing  daily  demonstrations  of  their  appropriateness  for  the  great 
purposes  of  the  profession,  and  of  their  stability  as  entitled  to  a 
place  in  the  archives  of  sound  and  useful  philosophy.  They  are 
all,  with  numerous  other  as  well  established  truths  of  medical  sci- 
ence on  which  the  wise  and  good  have  long  acted  and  depended, 
demonstrable  as  founded  in  the  laws  of  the  morbid  changes  of  the 
human  system. 

Unless  all  the  wisdom  of  the  past,  the  labor  and  toil  of  minds  of 
the  highest  character,  is  rejected  and  set  at  naUght,  these  truths  are 
indisputable,  and  as  well  established  as  the  laws  of  gravitation  and 
electricity.  Why  then  have  doubts  and  skepticism  ever  been  enter- 
tained ?  Why  has  the  arrogant  assumption  ever  been  received  that 
what  the  profession  have  known  and  practiced  so  long  as  truth,  is  not 
truth  ?  Why  have  the  crude  questionable  opinions  of  one  man  and 
his  visionary  followers  with  limited  experience  and  doubtful  veracity, 
stood  for  a  moment  in  the  comparison  with  the  wisdom  and  veracity 
of  one  thousand  years  ?  For  no  other  reason  than  that  the  public 
are  unqualified  to  judge. 

The  facilities  for  popularizing  all  the  great  subjects  of  science  and 
art,  have  been  brought  to  the  door  of  almost  every  citizen  of  the  land, 
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and  what  of  anj  public  utility  has  been  too  profound  or  difficult  to 
be  made  plain  ?  And  what  has  been  the  history  of  medical  truth  in 
this  respect  ?  While  the  talent  and  power  of  the  profession  have  been 
exhausted  in  elaborating,  establishing,  and  defending  medical  truth, 
the  people  have  passively  enjoyed  the  benefits  while  they  have  known 
but  little  of  their  merits.  The  day  has  come  when  it  is  fashionable 
for  men  on  all  subjects  to  think  for  themselves.  The  designing,  the 
skeptical,  and  ever  doubting  empyric,  doubting  and  skeptical  because 
he  can  attract  attention  in  no  other  way,  takes  advantage  of  the  pub- 
lic ignorance  of  medical  truth,  and  makes  the  credulous  listeners  an 
easy  prey.  Some  truth  long  used  and  established  by  the  profession 
he  now  simplifies  and  popularises  with  a  new  dress,  and  calls  it  a 
discovery,  and  it  is  soon  received  as  a  discovery  by  the  gaping  crowd 
with  acclamations  "of  joy.  The  highest  qualifications  of  the  profes- 
sion only  indirectly  meet  this  evil.  These,  with  a  corresponding 
practice,  show  to  the  discerning  their  merits  and  inspire  confidence 
in  the  men  rather  than  their  system  of  practice.  Our  duty  then  to 
the  public  is  not  completed  in  the  acquirement  of  high  attainments, 
until  we  have  employed  those  attainments  in  simplifying  and  popu- 
larizing the  great  truths  of  our  science — ^teaching,  defending,  and 
illustrating  in  our  daily  intercourse  with  our  friends,  until  they  shall 
see  and  appreciate  their  soundness  and  appropriateness,  to  meet  the 
wants  of  suffering  humanity  under  all  circumstances  of  pain  and 

disease. 

It  is  not  my  design  to  point  out  in  what  particular  way  the  pro- 
fession could  most  effectually  do  this.  But  have  we  not  the  men  and 
the  means,  in  these  times  of  lectures  and  books,  by  which*the  princi- 
ples of  our  system  might  be  popularized  and  defended  under  the 
most  favorable  auspices  for  success,  and  so  as  that  the  delusions  and 
fidse  theories  of  the  day  would  very  soon  be  among  the  things  that 
were? 

Once  fix  in  the  popular  mind  these  truths  so  that  they  shall  un- 
derstand and  make  them  their  own,  and  they  will  adhere  to  them 
with  as  much  tenacity  as  to  their  families  or  their  estates. 

6 


^ 


W 


i* 


r 


nr 


f  O.F— .TH.E»        ■* 

> 


Connecttcut^^elr'Ual  Societg. 


^„d;ccc.i*iv, 


\ 


4 


I* 


•' '    r 


^  *»• 


'  .        % 


I 


PEOCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


SIXTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


OF  THE 


€mn.  Peikal  ^0rietg, 


MAY,  1854, 


WITH   A  LIST   OF  MBMBCRS. 


AJSn>  THB 


DISSERTATION  OF  WILLIAM  B.  CASEY,  M.  D. 


HARTFORD  J 
PRESS  OF  CASE,  TIFFANY  AND  COMPANY. 

if.Dcccj.rv. 


(Df&ar0  of  tl)£  Sonctg. 


WILLIAM  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  Prbbident. 
BENJAMIN  H.  CATLIN,  M.  D.,  Vice-President. 
GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

0tanlrm0  €ommittct0. 

Committee  of  Examination, 

JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D. 

E.  LINSLEY,  M.  D. 
LEWIS  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 
JOHN  D.  FORD,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  W.  WELCH,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane, 

S.  T.  SALISBURY,  M.  D. 
L.  THURSTON,  M.  D. 

F.  L.  DICKINSON,  M.  D. 
P.  A.  JEWETT,  M.  D. 

D.  P.  FRANCIS,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of 

Yale  College. 

ROBERT  HUBBARD,  M.  D. 
O.  K.  ISHAM,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  C.  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  B.  CASEY,  M.  D. 
DAVID  HARRISON,  M.  D. 


The  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society,  was  held  in  the  Medical  College  in  the 
City  of  New  Haveny  May  10, 1854. 

The  President,  Richard  Warner,  M.  D.,  being  deceased,  the  Con- 
Tention  was  called  to  order  by  the  Vice-President,  when  the  certifi- 
cates of  the  election  of  Fellows  were  presented  by  the  Secretary,  and 
referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Brownell,  Beardsley, 
Ford,  Hall,  Burr,  Welch,  Baker,  and  Dimock,  who  reported  the  fol- 
lowing list  of 

FELLOWS. 


HARTFORD  COUNTY. 

Wm.  B.  Brownell,  M.  D. 
J.  D.  Wilcox,  M.  D. 
•William  Wood,  M.  D. 
*E.,Brandegee,  Jr.,  M.  D. 

C.  £.  Hammond,  M.  D. 

NEW  LONDON   COUNTY. 

John  D.  Ford,  M.  D. 

D.  P.  Francis,  M.  D. 
Seth  Smith,  M.  D. 
Edwin  Bendey,  M.  D. 

E.  F.  Coats,  M.  D. 

FAIRFIELD  COUNTY. 

*E.  P.  Bennett,  M.  D. 
David  S.  Burr,  M.  D. 
*Ju9tu8  Sherwood,  M.  D. 
L.  F.  Humiston,  M.  D. 
Robert  Hubbard,  M.  D. 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

David  Harrison,  M.  D. 
*F.  W.  Shepard,  M.  D. 
Rufus  Baker,  M.  D. 


NEW  HAVEN   COUNTY. 

W.  Hooker,  M.  D. 
L.  N.  Beardsley,  M.  D. 
R.  F.  Stillman,  M.  D. 
Anson  Moody,  M.  D. 
C.  A.  Lindsley,  M.  D. 

WINDHAM   COUNTY. 

David  E.  Hall,  M.  D. 
Charles  H.  Rogers,  M.  D. 
Thomas  W.  Perry,  M.  D. 
Elijah  Baldwin,  Jr.,  M.  D. 
Harvey  Campbell,  M.  D. 

LITCHFIELD   COUNTY. 

W.  W.  Welch,  M.  D. 
Ralph  DemiDg,  M.  D. 
J.  W.  Bidwell,  M.  D. 
J.  W.  Phelps,  M.  D. 
A.  M.  Huxley,  M.  D. 

TOLLAND  COUNTY. 

Timothy  Dimock,  M.  D. 
William  N.  Clark,  M.  D. 
Orson  Wood,  M.  D. 


*  Absent. 


Then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  jear, 
when  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected,  viz. : 

WILLIAM  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  President. 

BENJAMIN  H.  CATLIN,  M.  D.,  Vice-President. 

GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 

JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

John  D.  Ford,  M.  D.,  and  William  W.  Welch,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  Committee  of  Examination. 

Pliny  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  and  D.  P.  Francis,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat 
for  the  Insane. 

William  B.  Casey,  M.  D.,  and  David  Harrison,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Drs.  Campbell,  Moody, 
Wilcox,  Coats,  Bennett,  Deming,  Harrison,  and  Clark,  to  bring  for- 
ward the  unfinished  business  of  last  year. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Ford,  the  proposition  of  the  New  London  County 
Meeting  to  hold  the  next  Annual  Medical  Convention  in  the  city  of 
Norwich,  was  then  brought  before  the  Convention  for  their  considera- 
tion, and  referred  to  a  committee  of  one  from  a  county,  viz.,  W. 
Hooker,  Hammond,  Francis,  Perry,  Hubbard,  Huxley,  Shepard, 
Baker,  and  O.  Wood. 

The  Secretary  then  read  a  circular  from  the  New  Hampshire 
State  Medical  Society  to  the  several  State  Medical  Societies,  on  the 
resolution  adopted  by  them,  not  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  American 
Medical  Association  from  any  society  which  enrolled  among  iU 
members  the  names  of  any  physicians  who  practiced  any  form  of 
empiricism,  and  also  recommending  to  the  Association  not  to  receive 
any  delegates  from  such  societies. 

On  motion,  referred  to  a  committee  to  be  raised  on  the  subject  of 
Nostrums  and  Patent  Medicines. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Robert  Hubbard  the  rules  were  then  suspended, 
to  allow  Dr.  Casey  to  read  his  Dissertation  immediately  afler  the 
meeting  of  the  Convention  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Society  unanimously  agreed  to  rescind  the  resolution  adopted 
several  years  since,  directing  the  Secretary  or  Treasurer  to  provide 
a  dinner  at  the  expense  of  the  Fellows  in  Convention,  and  accepted 
the  invitation  tendered  them  by  the  New  Haven  City  Medical  Asso- 


ciation,  to  attend  a  meeting  of  said  Association  at  the  Tontine  at  seven 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  until  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Txoo  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Convention  came  together.  The  Dissertator,  Wm.  B.  Casey,  then 
read  an  interesting  paper  before  them,  on  the  subject  of  some  diseases 
of  the  «  Cervix  Uteri." 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  were  tendered  to  Dr. 
Casey  for  his  able  and  interesting  communication,  and  he  was  re- 
quested to  furnish  a  copy  to  the  Secretary  for  publication  with  the 
proceedings. 

Dr.  Orson  Wood  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture now  in  session,  in  the  name  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society, 
to  enact  a  law,  making  it  penal  for  any  person  to  oflfer  any  medicine 
for  sale,  unless  the  medicine  be  labeled  in  plain  English  with  the 
name  of  said  medicine^  and  if  it  be  a  compound,  to  contain  on  the 
label  the  name  of  every  article  in  its  composition,  in  the  English 
language. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  L.  N.  Beardsley,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three. 

Drs.  Beardsley,  Wood,  and  Baldwin,  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

Dr.  John  D.  Ford  then  offered  the  resolutions  of  the  New  London 
County  Medical  Society  on  the  subject  of  Patent  Medicines,  and  also 
the  proposed  law  of  the  State  of  New  York  for  the  protection  of  the 
public  against  the  evils  resulting  from  their  sale. 

After  reading  by  the  Secretary,  on  motion,  the  whole  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Dr.  Wood's  resolution. 

Dr.  Wm.  W.  Welch  then  offered  the  resolutions  of  the  Litchfield 
County  Medical  Society,  adopted  by  them  at  their  annual  meeting,  in 
reference  to  a  uniform  tariff  of  fees  and  charges  for  professional 
services,  with  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  by  them  to  recom- 
mend a  tariff  of  charges  to  be  adopted  by  them  until  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Society. 

The  communication  and  circular  were  then  read  by  the  Secretary, 
and  referred  to  a  committee  of  one  from  a  county  tt  report  thereon. 


Dr.  Campbelly  from  the  Commiltee  on  Unfinished  Business,  re- 
ported that  the  onlj  unfinished  business  before  the  Convention  was 
the  appointment  of  Professor  Ejiight  by  the  last  Convention,  to  report 
the  Progress  and  History  of  Surgery  for  the  last  fifty  years  in  this 
State. 

Report  accepted,  and  committee  discharged. 

Drs.  W.  W.  Welch,  W.  Wood,  Lindsley,  Bentley,  Rogers,  Humis- 
ton,  Harrison,  and  Dimock,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Litchfield  County  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  John  D.  Ford  then  presented  the  action  of  the  New  London 
County  Medical  Society  on  proposed  Amendments  to  the  Statute  Law 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  the  May  Session,  1852,  on  the 
subject  of  Registration  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages,  proposing 
the  same  fees  to  the  reporter  that  were  paid  to  the  Registrar. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried,  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  a 
committee  of  three,  to  take  into  consideratfon  the  revision  of  the  act 
of  Registration,  and  to  petition  the  General  Assembly  for  such 
amendments  as  in  their  wisdom  would  remedy  any  defects  in  the 
present  law. 

Drs.  S.  G.  Hubbard,  Jewett,  and  Knight,  were  then  appointed 
said  committee. 

Dr.  Hooker,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Convention  being  held  at  Norwich,  made  a  report 
that  the  committee  were  in  favor  of  said  proposition. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  Convention  then  voted  to  hold  the  next 
Annual  Convention  at  Norwich,  instead  of  Hartford,  which  would 
have  been  the  regular  place  of  meeting  for  the  Convention  of  1855. 

Dr.  Beardsley,  from  the  Committee  on  Dr.  Wood*s  resolution, 
relating  to  the  labeling  of  medicines  offered  for  sale ;  also,  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  New  London  County  Medical  Society,  respecting  a 
general  law  regulating  the  sale  of  Patent  Medicines  and  Nostrums, 
reported : 

That  while  they  consider  the  sale  and  use  of  Patent  Medicines  a 
serious  evil  in  the  community,  and  one  which  must  ultimately  be 
connected  with  legislation  ;  and  while  in  their  judgment  the  incorrect 
and  careless  manner  in  which  medicines  offered  for  sale  are  fre- 
quently labeled  is  equally  objectionable ;  we  would,  however,  recom- 
mend that  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  until 

the  next  Convention. 

Beardsley,  ^ 
Wood,  >  Committee, 

•  Baldwin,    ) 


Report  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hooker,  the  committee  were  continued,  to  re- 
port to  the  next  Convention. 

The.  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  then  read,  accepted,  and  referred 
to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Hall,  Welch,  and  Beardslej,  to 
audit  the  same. 

Abstract  of  Treasurer's  Report, 

Cash  in  the  Treasury, $212.30J 

Due  from  Clerks,  ....  ^81,157.45^ 

Deduct,  say  one-third  of  this  for  bad  debts, 

abatements,  commissions,  &ci,        .        .  385.81^ 

Balance,  771.64 


Total  Cash  and  due  from  Clerks,        .        .        .  $983.94^ 

The  Society  owes  for  outstanding  Debentures,        .  380.50 

Leaves  Balance  in  favor  of  Society,  .        .        .        $603.1 4i 

Drs.  Bidwell  and  Smith  were  appointed  a  Committee  on 
Debentures. 

Drs.  Brownell,  Moody,  Coats,  Campbell,  Bennett,  Huxley,  Shep- 
ard,  and  Clark,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates 
to  the  American  Medical  Association,  to  meet  in  Philadelphia  1st 
Tuesday  in  May,  1855. 

Drs.  Hooker,  Wilcox,  Bentley,  Baldwin,  Holland,  O.  Wood,  and 
Baker,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate  Candidates  to  fill 
the  vacancies  in  the  several  counties  for  the  gratuitous  course  of 
Lectures  at  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College. 

Drs.  Ford,  Dimock,  Hammond,  Linsley,  Rogers,  Burr,  Huxley, 
and  Shepard,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  report  suitable  persons 
to  be  recommended  for  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  College,  and  honorary  mem- 
bers of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Drs.  Welch,  Hubbard,  and  Francis,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  nominate  a  Dissertator  to  the  next  Convention. 

Dr.  Coats  reported  the  name  of  Jedediah  R.  Gay  of  New  London 
County  Medical  Society,  as  having  violated  the  By-Laws  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society,  by  using,  vending,  and  recommending 
by  his  publications,  his  own  secret  medicines  or  nostrums,  and  read 
some  extracts  from  his  pamphlet  recommending  said  nostrums  to  the 


8 

public  as  infallible  cures.  He  further  reported  that  said  Gray  has 
been  tried  according  to  the  By-Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society,  and  found  guilty  of  the  offenses  charged 
against  him.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  action  of  said  county 
meeting  be  confirmed  and  said  Gay  be  expelled  from  the  Society. 

Votedy  To  refer  the  matter  to  a  committee  to  investigate  the  , 
action  of  the  county  society,  and  report  to  the  Convention. 

Drs.  Coats,  Hooker,  and  Moody  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Dr.  Knight  then  reported  a  post-mortem  examination  which  he 
had  just  held  on  death  resulting  from  a  tumor  in  the  region  of  the 
stomach  of  an  individual  in  whom  he  had  some  six  or  eight  years 
since  cured  popliteal  aneurism,  by  the  pressure  of  the  hand,  with  only 
slight  pain  and  little  medication,  (only  one-eighth  grain  of  morphine 
every  six  or  eight  hours.)  The  pressure  was  continued  for  about  forty- 
two  hours,  by  the  members  of  the  class  attending  the  current  lecture 
term,  and  the  result  was  the  obliteration  of  the  artery,  and  the  com- 
plete relief  of  the  patient.  lie  stated  that  other  means  of  pressure 
had  been  attempted,  but  produced  so  much  pain  that  they  could  not 
be  borne,  and  that  the  pressure  of  the  hand  produced  but  little  in- 
convenience to  the  patient,  and  was  successful.  The  morbid  speci- 
men, the  tumor  which  occasioned  the  death  of  the  patient,  was 
exhibited  to  the  Convention,  and  also  the  artery  obliterated  some 
years  since,  exhibiting  a  double  arterial  circulation,  of  which  he 
mentioned  there  were  some  instances  on  record,  either  as  instances 
of  lusus  naiurcBy  or  by  means  of  the  enlargement  of  anastomosing 
branches  caused  by  the  obliteration  of  the  main  artery.  The  details 
of  the  case  of  which  this  is  a  brief  analysis  were  very  interesting. 

Prof.  Knight  also  exhibited  a  new  instrument  for  ascertaining  the 
specific  gravity  of  urine,  which  he  regarded  as  ingenious. 

Dr.  Knight  reported  to  the  Convention  that  he  had  been  appointed 
by  them  to  prepare  a  history  of  surgery  for  the  last  fifly  years  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut — that  he  had  hoped  to  have  been  able  to  make 
such  a  report  at  this  time,  but  that  he  had  found  great  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  necessary  information  to  enable  him  to  present  such  a 
history  as  would  do  justice  to  the  subject  and  the  men  who  had  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  their  profession  during  that  period.  He 
stated  that  he  had  addressed  circulars  to  members  of  the  profession 
in  different  parts  of  the  State,  but  had  received  but  few  replies  to  his 
interrogatories,  and  consequently  but  little  information— on  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  his  history.    He  remarked  further  that  the  history  of 
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salary  was  the  biography  of  the  surgeons  of  that  period,  and  would 
be  deeply  interesting  to  the  Convention  if  the  necessary  information 
could  be  obtained.  He  might  obtain  much  interesting  matter  to  com- 
municate to  the  Convention  at  a  future  time.  If  he  did  so,  he  would 
present  a  paper  on  this  subject,  without  the  appointment  being  con- 
tinued for  the  purpose. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  wish  of  the  Dissertator  acceded 
to,  in  being  discharged  from  the  appointment. 

Dr.  Coats,  from  the  Committee  on  the  action  of  the  New  London 
County  Medical  Society  with  J.  R.  Gay,  reported :  That  a  formal 
trial  had  been  had  with  the  delinquent  member,  and  he  dted  to 
appear  bef((H*e  this  Convention  if  he  saw  cause,  or  could  show  any 
reason  why  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society  should  not  be  enforced. 
That  he  had  not  appeared ;  that  the  proof  was  ample ;  his  offense  of 
the  most  aggravated  nature.  They  therefore  recommended  his 
expulsion  from  the  society. 

Beport  accepted.    The  action  of  the  society  in  county  meeting 
eonfirmed,  and  J.  R.  Gray  was  expelled  from  the  Connecticut  Medi 
cal  Society. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Beckwith,  from  the  Standing  Committee  of  Examination 
for  Degrees  and  Licenses  at  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read  by  the  Secretary  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  with  the  proceedings.     See  Appendix. 

Dr.  Wm.  W.  Welch,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Litchfield 
County  Resolutions,  made  the  following  report : 

That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  transmit  printed  copies  of  the 
tariff  of  fees  and  charges  recommended  by  the  committee  appointed 
by  them  for  that  purpose,  with  such  alterations  as  we  have  made  in 
the  report  now  submitted  by  us,  to  the  several  clerks  of  the  county 
societies,  and  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  them,  except  in  the 
cities  of  the  State. 

Report  accepted.     Resolution  adopted.     See  Appendix. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Ford, 

Beiolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  publish  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  present  year  the  Code  of  Medical  Ethics  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  and  that  said  code  be  adopted  by  this 
Convention. 

Also,  that  the  Charter,  By-Laws,  and  Medical  Police  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society  adopted  by  us,  be  published. 

2 
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Also,  all  resolutionR  now  in  force,  passed  by  previous  Conventions, 
be  published. 

The  above  resolutions  were  severally  considered  and  passed  by 
the  Convention. 

Dr.  Welch,  from  the  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Hon- 
orary Membership,  reported  the  names  of  Dr.  Ashbel  Woodward,  of 
Franklin,  Sabin  Stocking,  of  Glastenbury,  J.  D.  Wilcox,  of  Granby, 
Lewis  Kicliards,  of  New  Canaan,  Prof.  Jno.  A.  Porter,  of  New 
Haven,  and  Henry  Aldrich,  of  Rhode  Island,  as  suitable  persons  for 
the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Also,  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  of  Geneva,  and  Robert  Watts,  of  New 
York,  as  Honorary  I^Iembers. 

Report  accepted,  and  on  balloting  for  the  several  gentlemen,  they 
were  unanimously  elected :  viz..  Profs.  Hamilton  and  Watts  as 
Hononiry  Members  of  the  Society,  and  Drs.  Woodward,  Stocking, 
Wilcox,  Richards,  Aldrich,  and  Prof.  Porter,  were  recommended  to 
the  Corporation  of  Yale  College  for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine. 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock,  Thursday  A.  M. 


Thursday^  8  o* clock  A.  M, 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Dr.  Hooker  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  late  Presi- 
dent of  our  Society,  we  have  lost  one  of  our  most  valuable  members, 
and  that  while  we  contemplate  his  bright  example  as  a  faithful  Chris- 
tian physician,  we  should  be  incited  to  greater  diligence  in  the  per- 
formance of  our  duties  in  the  few  years  tliat  are  allotted  to  us,  and 

that be  requested  to  prepare  an  obituary  notice 

of  the  deceased,  to  be  inserted  in  the  proceedings. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  above  resolutions  \o  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

The  President  filled  the  blank  with  the  name  of  Wm.  B.  Casey, 
M.  D. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  Hooker, 
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Eesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  profession  are  due  to  Dr.  Chas. 
Hooker  for  his  efforts  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  that  he  be  requested 
to  continue  those  efforts,  so  that  the  valuable  volumes  issued  annually 
hj  the  National  Association  may  be  still  more  widely  distributed 
among  the  members  of  our  State  Society. 

Passed  unanimously. 

Dr.  Brownell,  from  the  Committee  on  the  appointment  of  Dele- 
gates to  the  American  Medical  Association,  reported  the  names  of 
Drs.  Benjamin  Rogers,  J-  G.  Beck  with,  L.  N.  Beardsley,  and  J.  D. 
Ford. 

Report  accepted,  and  they  were  appointed. 

Dr.  Welch,  from  the  Committee  to  nominate  a  Dissertator  to  the 
next  Convention,  reported  the  names  of  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Hubbard,  of 
New  Haven,  as  Dissertator,  and  Dr.  J.  D.  Ford,  of  Norwich,  as 
substitute. 

Report  accepted,  and  they  were  severally  appointed. 

Dr.  Hall,  from  the  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  report, 
reported  that  they  had  examined  tlie  same  and  found  it  correct. 

Report  accepted,  and  committee  discharged. 

Dr.  W.  Hooker,  from  the  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students,  re- 
ported that  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  from  the  following 
counties,  viz. : 

Hartford  county,  Lucian  S.  Wilcox^ 

New  Haven  county,  Oliver  H.  Bronson, 

Windham  county.  Josiah  V.  Harrington, 

Litchfield  county.  Wm.  M.  Knight. 

Tolland  county,  Cyrus  Newton. 

For  vacancies  in  New  London,  Fairfield,  and  Middlesex  counties, 
John  Witter,  Stephen  F.  Pomeroy  and  S.  C.  Robinson  were  recom- 
mended. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  vacancies  were  filled  by  John  Witter, 
Stephen  F.  Pomeroy  and  S.  C.  Robinson. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  S.  G.  Hubbard, 

That  the  county  meetings  be  instructed,  in  the  recommendation  of 
Students  for  Gratuitous  Courses  of  Lectures  in  the  Medical  Institu- 
tion of  Yale  College,  to  select,  as  far  as  possible,  only  those  who  have 
attended  and  paid  for  one  course  in  that  institution,  or  who  give 
satisfactory  pledges  that  they  will  attend  and  pay  fof  their  second 
course  of  lectures  there. 
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« Motion  passed,  and  recommendatioa  adopts. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  Hooker, 

JSesolved^  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and.  fifty  cents  be.  laid  upon 
each  member,  payable  on  the  Ist  June  next. 

Resolution  adopted,  and  tax  laid. 

Dr.  Bidwell,  from  the  Committee  on  Debentures,  made  a  report, 
which  was  read,  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 
On  motion,  the  Convention  then  a^oumed  sine  die. 
Attest, 

JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  Secretary. 
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WestMeriden,  B.   H.    Catlin,  Edward 

W.  Hatch. 
Yalesville,  C.  B.  McCartv. 
MiLFORD,  Hull  Allen,  £>.  N.  Beardsley. 
Naugatuck,  J.  D.  Mcars,   Timothy 

Langdon. 
SouTHBURY,  A.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
'  Wallingford,  B.  Harrison,  Nehcmiah 

Banks,  Samuel  N.  Rowell. 
Watbrbury,  M.  C.  Leavenworth.  G. 

L.  Piatt,  John  Deacon,   Georg?  E. 
I     Perkins,    M.    H.    Perkins,    Stuiges 

Bulkley,  P.  G.  Rockwell. 
Woodbridge,  Isaac  Goodsdl,  Andrew 

Castle. 


new    LONDON    county. 


ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  Chainnan. 
Albert  Hobron,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 

New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Xa-  •  Noank,  A.  T.  Douglass. 


thanid  S.  Perkins,  James  Morgan, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  Wm.  W.  Miner, 
Seth  Smith,  D.  P.  Francis,  Albert 
Hobron,  Robert  A.  Manwaring,  P. 
R.  Baker. 
Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Erastus 
Osgood,  Elijali  Dver,  Elisha  Phinnoy, 
John  D.  Ford,  I<^dwin  Bentley,  Ben- 
jamin   S.   Dean,    John    P.    Fuller, 


Lebanon,  Joseph  Comstock,  Ralph  P 

Green. 
Ledyard,  Gale's  Feny,  Rufiis  W.  Ma- 

thewson. 
Lyme,  Richard  Xoues,  John  Noyes. 
North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 
Montville,  Samuel  E.  Ma^'-nard. 
Uncasville,  John  C.  Bolles. 
North  Stoning  ton,  Thos.  P.  Wattles. 
Alonzo    Fuller,    Hoi-acc     Thurston, '  Preston,    Arery  Downer,   Eleazer   B. 
Henry  W.  Leach,  Daniel  G.  Gulliver.  I     Downing. 
Boz&ah,  Samuel  Johnson.  Poquetannock,  Hcnr>^  C.  Randall. 

Colchester,     Ezekiel     W,    Parsons,    Salem,  Nathaniel  Foote. 

Frederick  Moroan.  '  Stoninoton,    William    Hyde,  Geoige 

East  Lyme,  Jcin  L.  Smith,  Austin  F.  '     E.  Palmer,  William  Hyde,  Jr. 

Perkins.  t  Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 

Franklin,  Ashbcl  Woodward.  [Mystic  Bridge,    E.   F.   Coats,  A.   W. 

Groton,  Joseph  Dnrfee.  i     Coats. 
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FAIBFIELD    COUNTY. 

Chairman. 
Justus  Sherwood,   Clerk. 

Faihfibld,  S.  p.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeck.    I  Huntington,  James  H.  ShdUm. 
Greenfield,  Rofofl  Blakeman.  ,  Monroe,  Sabnon  H.  Hall. 

Southport,  JuBtos  Sherwood.  New  Canaan,  Samitel  S.  Noyes^  Lewis 

Bridgeport,  D.  H.  Nash,  Frederick       Richards. 

J.  Judson,  L.  W.  Burritt,    William  Norwalk,  Joltn  A,  McLean,  Ira  Greg- 

B,  Nash,   Robert  Hubbard,   H.   N.       cry. 

Bennett,  L.  F.  Humiston.  Stamford,    N.  D.   Haight,    Samuel 

Brookfield,  Noah  A.  Lacey,  A.  L.       Sands,  Lewis  Hurlbut. 

Williams.  Stratford,  William  T.  Shdlon, 

Danburt,    R.    B.    Botsford,    E.    P.   TnuxBUi.1.,  ELIJAH  MIDDLE- 

Bennett.  BROOK,  George  Dyer. 

Eabton,   James  Baldwin,  Abram  P.  <  Westport,  George  Blackman,  David 

Ticknor.  S.  Burr. 


WINDHAM   COUNT V. 

HARVEY  CAMPBELL,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
James  B.  Whitcoxb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 

Brooklyn,  James  B.  Whitcomb,  Don- 1  CentralviUe,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Jr. 

iol  M.  Hale,  William  Woodbridgo.      {  Pomfret,    Hiram   Holt,    Jjewis  WU< 
AsHFORD,  John  H.  Simmons.  !      liams. 

Canterbury,  Elijah  Baldtcin,  Joseph  '  Sterling,  William  A.  Lewis. 


Palmer. 

Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hampton,  Dver  Hughes,  Wm.  Soule. 

KiLLiNOLY,  DaysmUe,  Justin  Ham- 
mond. 

South  Killindy,  Daniel  A.  Hovey. 

East  KUlingly,  £.  E.  Hill. 

West  KUlingly,  David  £.  Hall,  Samuel 
Hutchins,  Stephen  C.  Griggs. 

Qftinebattg,  Henry  W.  Hough,  Thomas 
W.  Perry. 

Plainfibld,  William  H.  Cogswell. 

Mcosup,  Morey  Buryess,  Nathan  S.  Pike, 
Horace  Burgess,  Lewis  E.  Dixon. 


Thompson,  Scwell  Holcomb,  John  Mc- 
Gregor. 

Voluntown,  Harvey  Campbell. 

Windham,  Chester  Hunt,  De  Witt  C. 
Lathrop. 

Willimantir,  John  Hill,  Jr. 

Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 

Woodstock,  North,  Asa  Witter. 

South  Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Marcy. 

West  Woodstock,  Milton  Bradford, 
Charles  H.  Rogers. 

Eastford,  Henry  Grray. 


LITCHFIELD    COUNTY. 

SAMUEL  T.   SALISBURY,  M,  D.,   Chairman. 
George   Seymour,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Litchfield,  Samuel  Bud,  Josiah  G. 

Beckwith,  George  Seymour,  D.  E. 

Bostwick,     Charles    Vail,     E.    Os- 

bom. 
South  Farms,  Garry  H.  Miner. 
Canaan,  IthamarH.  Smith. 
South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 

3 


Cornwall,  Burritt  B.  North,  John  H. 

Welch. 
West  Comtcall,  Samuel  W.  Gold. 
CoLEBROOK,  Seth  Pease. 
Gaylord*8  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 
Goshen,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
Harwinton,  V.  Miller. 
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Kent,     Wells  Bearddey,    Johnfion  C. 

Hatch,  John.  £.  Smith. 
New  Milford,  Jehiel  Williams,  Wm. 

B.  Lacy. 
Bridgewater,  Horace  Jndson. 
Norfolk,  William  W.  Welch,  E.  D. 

Huprgriiu. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  Hollow f  WiUiam  WoodruflT. 
RoxBURT,  Myron  Downs. 
Salisbury,    O.    Plumb,   William.    J. 

Bnr^. 
LaketvtlU,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  Wm. 

M.  Knijcht. 


Sharon,  Ralph  Demin^,  Channcey 
Heed. 

ToRRiNOTON,  WolcottvilU,  Erastus 
Bancroft,  J.  W.  Phelps. 

Warren,  O.  Brown. 

Woodville,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,  K.  M.  Fowlor. 

Neic  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  L^inan. 

Watertow^n,  Samuel  Catlin,  Jr. 

Winchester,  West  Winsted,  James 
Welch,  H.  G.  Westlake,  J.  W.  Bid- 
well. 

Woodbury,  Charlos  H.  Webb. 


3IIDDLE8EX    COUNTY. 


CHARLES  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Elisha  B.  Nye,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Middlbtown,  Joseph  Barrett,  Charles 
Woodward,  William  B.  Casey,  Da- 
vid Harrison,  Franklin  WoodruflT, 
Elisha  B.  Nye,  George  W.  Burke. 

Chatham,  East  Hampton,  Francis  G. 
Edsertou. 

Middui  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worthington. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  H.  Hubbard. 

Cromwell,  Ira  Hutchinson. 

Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 


East  Haddam,  Asa  i/.  Holt,  Datus 
Williams. 

Haddam, Bidwell. 

Hiyganum,  William  H.  Tremaine. 
Killing  worth,  Richard  M.  Buel. 
Portland,  George  O.  Jarvis,  Stephen 

Fxdler,  G.  C.  H.  Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  Kiuj?. 
Deep  Hirer,  Rufus  Baker. 
Old  Saybrook,  Essex,  Alexander  H. 
I     Hough,  Frederick  W.  Shepard. 


TOLLAND   county. 


TIMOTHY  DIMOCK,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Gilbert  H.  Preston,  Clerk. 


Tolland,    Ahijah    Ladd,    Oliver  K. 

Isham,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
Coventry,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 
So.  Coventry,  T.  Dimock. 
Ellington,  Allen  Hyde,  Horatio  Dow, 

J.  H.  Manning. 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin 

C.  White,  Elijah  A.  Woodwanl. 
Mansfield,  North,  Norman  Brigham, 

W.  H.  Richardson. 


South  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 

SoMEiis,     Orson    Wood,    Erasmus    E. 

Hamilton. 
Stafford,  East,  William  N.   Clark, 

Eleazer  S.  Beel)e. 
Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 
Union,  E.  Linsley. 
Vernon,  Alden  Skinner. 
Rockville,  M.  M.  Frizzle. 
WiLLiNGTON,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
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SUMMARY   OF   ORDINARY   MEMBERS    FOR    1854,    WITH    THE 
•  DEATHS  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1,  1854. 


%• 


lis. 


Taxable.      Not  Taxable.  Total.          De^ 

Hartford  Coimtv,  .72  8  80 

New  Haven  County,  67  11  78 

New  London  Count}-.  37  13  50 

Fairfield  County,  23  8  31 

Windham  County,  33  5  38 

J^itchfield  Count}',  27  4  31 

^Middlesex  Countv,  23  2  25 

Tolland  County,  17  5  22 

Total,  298  56  354  10 

NoT£.  Former  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  arc  permanent 
members  of  the  Annual  Convention,  having  the  privilege  of  attending  all  meet- 
ings, and  performing  all  the  duties  of  attending  members,  except  that  of  casting 
their  votes.  And  all  members  of  the  Society  arc  invited,  by  the  By-I^awM,  to  be 
present  at  all  meetings  of  the  Convention. 


DEATHS  OF  MEMBERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1, 1854, 

WITH   THE   AO£   AND   DISEASE  SO  FAB   AS  ASCERTAINED. 

Hartford  County.  Archibald  Welch,  by  the  Railroad  Disaster  at  Norwalk, 
aged  59. 

New  Haven  County.     Gardiner  Barlow,  Meridcn,  Phthisic,  aged  49. 

New  London  County.  F.  D.  Brandagee,  New  London,  Phthisis,  aged  27. 
Ephraim  Fellows,  Montville,  aged  80.    Alvah  Gray,  No.  Stonington,  aged  — . 

Fairfield  County.    Samuel  Beach,  killed  in  the  Norwalk  Disaster,  aged  — . 

Windham  Count}'.    Samuel  Bowen,  Thompson,  Chronic  Diarrhea,  aged  — . 

Litchfield  County.    William  Werden,  Scrofula,  aged  47. 

Middlesex  County.  Richard  Warner,  Chronic  Disease  of  the  Digestive 
Organs,  aged  59.  « 

ToUand  County.  Adon^ah  White,  Andover,  Chronic  Disease  of  the  Liver 
and  Duodenum,  aged  58. 


DUTIES  OF  CLERK. 


To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately 
aiter  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
before  Uie  first  day  of  the  Convention. 
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To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of  five* 
dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  Members  of  this  Society,  who  may 
have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  several 
County  Societies. 


RULES    OF    ORDER. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves, 

&c.,  from  the  several  Counties,  and  Members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standmg  Committees  apt)ointe(l. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  gratuitous  course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership. 

1 5.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves, 

&c. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  forward 

in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 
Adopted  May,  1850. 


DISSERTATIONS    EEAD    IN    CONVENTION. 

SINCE  THE  YEAR  1800. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Minei-al  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R,  Fowler,  on  the  Deleterious  Effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  TuUy,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1827.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  State. 
1829;  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 
1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop,  Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disejise. 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scariet  Fever. 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the  Disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  In-itation. 
1849.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental  Qualifications  necessary 
to  a  Physician. 

1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  effi- 

cient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 

1844.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  Respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by 
the  Community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 

tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 
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1848.  Dr.  B.  V,  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jarisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  the  Earlj  Physicians  of  Connecticut. 
1853.  Dr.  Rufus  Blakeman,  Early  Physiciaiis  of  Fairfield  County. 

1853.  Dr.  Samuel  Beach,  on  Popularizing  Medicine. 

1854.  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Casey,  on  Diseased  Cervix  Uteri. 


APPENDIX. 


Report  of  the  Annual  ExaminaJtion  of  the  Medical  InstittUion  of 

Tale  OoUegcy  for  the  year  1854. 

The  Examining  Committee  convened  on  Wednesday,  January  25th,  and 
Gontinned  in  session  two  days.  Present  on  the  part  of  the  Connecticut  Medical 
Society: 

Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D.,  of  Hartford. 

Hanford  N.  Bennett,  M.  D.,  of  Bridgeport. 

Josiah  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  of  Litchfield. 

On  the  part  of  Yale  College— Profs.  J.  Knight,  T.  P.  Beers,  C.  Hooker,  H. 
Bronson,  W.  Hooker,  and  J.  A.  Porter. 

J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  was  appointed  President  pro  tern.,  vice  Richard  War- 
ner, M.  D.,  President  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  deceased. 

Ten  candidates  were  examined,  and  recommended  for  the  Degree  of  Doctor  in 
Medicine,  viz. : 

1.  Bnrr  Reeve  Abbe,  Boston,  Mass.,  on  "Lepra  Tuberculosa." 

2.  William  Onrille  Ayres,  B.  A.,  1837,  Boston,  Mass.,  on  "Tetanus,"  with 

the  Valedictory  Address. 

3.  Erastus  Bradley  Bills,  New  Haven,  on  "  Retained  Placenta." 

4.  John  Kenney  Downcs,  New  Haven,  on  "Fractures." 

5.  Josiah  Griffin  Ely,  Lyme,  on  "  Continued  Fevers." 

6.  Horatio  Nelson  Howard,  Abbot,  Mass.,  on  "Intermittent  Fevers." 

7.  John  KicoU,  New  Haven,  on  "  The  Cause,  Duration,  and  Termination  of 

Disease." 

8.  Henry  Pierpont,  Litciiftcld,  on  "  Induction  of  Premature  Labor." 

9.  Moses  Henry  Wakeman,  Fairfield,  on  "Digestion." 

10.  Moses  Clarke  While,  B.  A.,  Wesleyan  University,  1845,  Cardiff,  N.  Y., 
on  "  The  Abuses  of  Opium." 

The  Valedictory  Address  by  Dr.  Ayres,  of  tiie  Graduating  Class,  and  the 
Annual  Address  to  the  Candidates,  by  P.  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D.,  of  Hartford,  of 
the  Board  of  Examiners,  were  given  on  Thursday  evening,  in  presence  of  a  large 
andicnoe,  in  the  Medical  College ;  afWr  which,  the  Degrees  were  conferred  by 
President  Woolsey. 
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Hanford  N.  Bennett,  M.  D.,  of  Bridgeport,  and  Benjamin  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  of 
Meriden,  were  appointed  to  give  the  Annual  Address  to  the  Candidates  in  1855 
and  1856. 

J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  was  appointed  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
to  the  -President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Adjourned  sine  die. 

CHARLES  HOOKER,  Secretary. 


The  published  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  Institution 
of  Yale  College,  just  read,  presents  the  names  of  the  Board  of  Examination 
present  at  the  Annual  Examination  for  Degrees,  at  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Yale  College,  at  the  close  of  the  Lecture  Term,  on  the  25th  and  26th  January, 
1854,  and  also  the  names  of  the  Graduates  of  the  Institution,  with  the  subjects  of 
the  theses  read  and  defended  by  them  on  that  occasion. 

But  it  has  been  customary  for  the  Committee  of  Examination  to  report  to  the 
Annual  Convention  such  other  information,  in  relation  to  the  Graduating  Clas.s 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  Institution,  und  to  make  such  suggestions  in  reference 
to  the  common  interests  of  the  College  and  the  Medical  Society,  as  thev  deem 
wise  and  expedient. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Examination,  it  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  report  to 
the  Convention  that  ^Wthout  an  exception  the  candt<lates  for  graduation  sustained 
themselves  with  unusual  ability  and  received  the  unanimoiis  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Examination. 

Your  Committee  would  further  report  that  while  the  entire  class  gave  the  most 
satisfactory  evidence  of  more  than  usual  preparation  for  the  active  duties  of  their 
profession,  there  was  in  the  class  one  gentleman  who  has  distinguished  himself  by 
his  extensive  resetirchcs  in  natural  history,  and  another  had  been  a  missionary  in 
dispensing  to  the  Chinese  the  great  improvements  of  the  present  age  in  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  all  of  which  siLstained  the  opinion  so  often  expressed  in  the  reports 
of  your  Examining  Committee,  that  the  Graduates  of  this  Medical  Institution  are 
not  inferior  in  scientific  attainments  or  professional  ability  to  the  graduates  of 
any  other  medical  college  in  this  or  any  other  countr}'. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  the  Medical  Clinique  has  been  well  sustained 
during  tlie  past  lecture  term,  and  tlie  number  of  subjects  furnished  for  the 
dissecting  room  and  for  private  dissection  have  been  amply  sufficient  for  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  class. 

The  students,  as  heretofore,  have  had  the  advantages  of  private  examinations 
on  the  lectures  of  the  day,  by  an  association  of  the  Professors  of  the  College, 
assisted  by  distinguished  practitionei-s  of  the  city  of  New  Haven,  thus  giving  to 
the  student  the  advantages  of  leaniing  with  the  theory  of  his  profession  lessons 
of  wisdom  from  the  lips  of  experience,  which  are  of  great  practical  value  to 
the  young  practitioner  of  Surgery  and  Medicine. 

The  funds  of  the  College  now  justify  a  liberal  annual  expenditure  for  additions 
to  the  College  Library,  the  already  extensive  and  well-selected  preparations  of  the 
Museum,  and  all  the  other  improvements  of  the  present  age  necessary  to  enable 
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the  student  to  acquire  that  knowledge  which  will  prepare  him  to  discharge  the 
high  and  responsible  duties  of  his  profession  satisfactorily  to  his  brethren  and 
the  public. 

We  are  happy  also  to  notice  that  among  the  contributions  to  the  College  are 
plates,  books,  apparatus  and  morbid  specimens  from  Graduates  of  our  own 
school,  in  this  and  foreign  lands,  who  evince  the  appreciation  and  regard  in  whicli 
thej  hold  their  venerable  Alma  Mater,  by  valuable  and  useful  donations,  which 
shall  hand  down  to  successive  Medical  Classes  their  names,  long  after  they  have 
ceased  to  exist  upon  the  earth. 

Connected  with  this  topic,  we  will  not  deem  it  inappropriate  to  solicit  not 
only  the  members  of  the  Convention,  but  every  member  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society,  to  give  his  influence  in  aid  of  the  application  for  an  appropri- 
ation  from  the  State  for  the  benefit  of  the  General  Hospital  in  this  city.  This 
Hospital  has  a  claim  upon  the  profession  paramount  to  any  other  which  can  be 
^presented  for  our  consideration  at  this  time.  The  liberal  endowments  of  public 
Hospitals  are  justly  regarded  as  among  the  evidences  of  the  prosperity  and 
liberality  of  the  State,  of  the  wisdom  of  her  executive  and  legislative  depart- 
ments, as  fountains  of  exhaustless  charity,  and  the  crowning  characteristic  of 
Christianity. 

By  a  faur  representation  of  the  claims  which  this  appropriation  has  upon  the 
General  Assembly  now  convened,  made  by  the  profession  upon  the  individual 
members  from  the  several  towns,  I  have  no  reasonable  doubt  but  what  such  an 
appropriation  can  be  obtained  from  the  treasury  of  the  State  as  will  enable  the  cor- 
poration of  the  General  Hospital  Society  to  extend  to  every  person  legitimately 
entitled  to  its  benefits,  (wherever  his  health  may  have  been  lost,  whether  on  the  ocean 
or  the  land,  in  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country,  in  extending  her  commerce,  or  in 
the  more  quiet  pursuits  of  agriculture  or  manufacturing,  irrespective  of  color  or 
birthplace,)  tho,^^  and  inestimable  benefits  of  the  acknowledged  preeminent  med- 
ical skill  and  surgical  talent  connected  with  the  Hospital  and  the  College.  Here 
will  then  be  found  a  retreat  which  will  shelter  the  poor  outcast  from  the  storms  and 
tempests  of  life,  where  will  be  furnished  not  only  the  best  surgical  skill,  with  the 
ablest  medical  advice,  but  the  most  devoted  nurses,  professionally  enforcing  the 
rules  of  diet  so  necess^uy  to  the  sick,  and  so  difficult  of  attainment  in  private 
practice.  And  in  incurable  cases,  here  will  bo  faithfully  administered  the  con- 
solations of  our  religion ;  and  when  science,  skill  and  philanthropy  can  do  no 
more  for  the  poor  sufferer,  he  will  here  receive  a  Christian  burial.  It  will  also 
give  the  benefit  of  the  skill  of  experienced  operative  surgeons  to  patients  from 
other  ports  of  the  State,  in  important  and  difficult  operations,  without  charge, 
(except  for  board  and  nursing,)  under  more  advantageous  circumstances  for 
recovery,  than  in  the  alms-houses  of  the  country,  or  even  in  many  private 
dwellings. 

It  will  also  confer  upon  the  Medical  College,  by  giving  to  its  students  more 
widely  extended  fields  of  research  and  observation,  an  advantage  so  tenaciously 
claimed  in  the  larger  cities  of  the  Union,  and  for  the  more  universally  attended 
schools  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

If  the  profession  are  true  to  themselves,  to  the  acknowledged  wants  of  the 
State,  to  die  interests  which  we  represent  in  this  Convention,  to  the  claims  of  the 
College  upon  us,  and  if  we  exert  the  influence  to  which  the  profession  are  justly 
entitled,  in  all  reasonable  appropriations  for  the  public  good,  and  the  cause  of 
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suffering  humfinity,  we  believe  such  an  appropriation  will  be  made  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State ;  that  onr  Hospital  now  struggling  for  existence  will  take 
rank  with  our  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  and  our  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
OS  among  the  proudest  and  most  enduring  monuments  of  philanthropy  in  onr 
land. 
Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Examination, 

J.  G.  BECKWITH,  Chairman. 


CIRCULAR  OF  THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  STATE  MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  Society,  holden  at 
Concord,  June  1, 1853,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of  the  New  Hampshire  State  Medical 
Society,  that  no  Delegate  should  be  admitted  to  membership  in  the  American 
Medical  Association,  who  represents  a  medical  society  which  numbers  among  its 
members  any  person  or  persons  who  adopt  as  their  system  of  practice  any  form  of 
empiricism. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Society  be  instructed  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
this  Resolution  to  the  Secretaries  of  each  of  the  State  Medical  Societies,  and  to 
the  Secretaries  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  previous  to  their  next 
Annual  Meeting. 

E.  K.  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  N.  H.  Medical  Society. 

BoBCAWBK,  June,  1853. 


CIRCULAR  OF  THE  LITCHFIELD  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Published  by  Vote  of  the  Convention. 
Dear  Sib  : 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Litchfield  County  Medical  Society,  held  at 
Litchfield,  April  27th,  1854,  the  following  Resolution  was  unanimously  adopted, 
viz. : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Five  be  appointed,  to  prepare  a  tarifi'  of  fees, 
and  report  the  same  by  Circular  to  each  member,  which  shall  be  considered  as 
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biading  from  June  1st  to  our  next  meeting ;  and  that  our  Fellows  be  instructed 
to  present  the  same  to  the  State  Medical  Society. 

The  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  in  accordance  with  the  above  Reso- 
lution, report  as  follows : 

Office  prescription,  U  to  $1.00;  Letter  of  advice  to  attending  Physician,  SI  to 
S5.  Visit  within  one  mile,  50  to  75  centi>.  Each  additional  mile,  25  cents. 
Kxtra  attendance,  per  hour,  0  to  $1,  Consultation:  three  miles  and  under, 
double  the  usual  charge— over  three  miles,  $2  to  $5  and  travel.  Night  calls, 
double  the  usual  charge.  Ordinary  obstetrical  cases,  $4  to  $5 ;  beyond  six  miles, 
travel  extra.  Excision  of  tonsil,  $5  to  $10.  Ext.  tootli  and  venesection,  0  to 
$1  each.  Cupping,  50  cents  to  $1.  Dislocations,  Hip,  $5  to  $10 ;  Shoulder, 
$5  to  $8  ;  other  dislocations,  $1  to  $3.  Fracture  of  Thigh,  first  dressing,  $5  to 
$10 ;  Leg,  $3  to  $8 ;  other  fractures,  $1  to  $3 ;  subsequent  dressings,  50  cents 
to  $1  above  ordinary  visit.  Trcpliining,  $20  to  $30.  Amputations — Thigh,  $25 
to  $50 ;  Leg,  $20  to  $40 ;  Arm,  Forearm,  and  Breast,  $20  to  $30.  Small-Pox, 
or  where  infection  is  apprehended,  double  the  usual  charge. 

From  the  very  limited  time  allowed,  your  Committee  have  been  unable  to  go 
furdier  into  detail.  The  above  list,  however,  is  believed  to  embrace  the  more 
important  items,  and  may  serve  as  a  guide  toward  uniformity.  The  prices 
annexed  are  put  down  as  the  minimum,  the  main  design  being  to  prevent  under- 
charging ;  leaving  each  practitioner  to  make  such  additional  charge  as  his  partic- 
ular situation,  or  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  seem  to  demand. 

Your  Committee  would  further  recommend  that  no  deduction  be  made  for 
patients  residing  in  the  same  vicinity,  where  a  visit  is  considered  necessary. 

GEORGE  SEYMOUR,         SAM'L  T.  SALISBURY, 
BENJ.  WELCH,  D.  E.  BOSTWICK, 

WILLIAM  W.  WELCH. 

Litchfield,  April  27, 1854. 


RESOLUTION 
Introduced  to  the  Convention  by  the.  New  Ijondon  County  Medical  Society. 

Resolved,  That  the  Fellows  from  this  County  lay  before  the  State  Medical 
Society  the  propriety  of  taking  measures  to  have  a  general  law  respecting  the 
conditions  on  which  Patent  Medicines  may  or  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the  State, 
and  introduce  for  consideration  the  proposed  law  relating  to  Patent  Medicines, 
now  Ix^fore  tlic  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

ON  THE  SALE  OF  PATENT  MEDICINES. 

Mr.  Whitney,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  introduced  the  following  bill,  (which  was 
referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Medical  Colleges,)  being — 
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AN  ACT 
Relatixo  to  the  Salx  of  Pateht  Msdicihss. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repretented  in  Senate  and  Astembly,  do  enact 

atfcUowt: 

f  1 .  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  anj  physiciaii,  dmggist,  apothecary,  or  any  person, 
or  persons,  engaged  in  preparing  or  manafiu:tming  any  medicine,  or  compound, 
to  be  giren  or  administered  as  a  medicine,  (except  such  medicines  and  compounds 
as  are  published  in  standard  works  of  Chemistry,  Materia  Medica,  Pharmaco- 
peia,) to  offer  the  same  for  sale,  either  himself,  or  by  his  agents,  without  first 
filing  in  the  office  of  the  County  Clerk  in  the  county  where  be  resides,  a  receipt  of 
the  medicine,  compound,  or  nostrum,  written  or  printed  in  the  English  language, 
stating  the  name  of  the  drug  or  drugs,  medicine  or  medicines,  or  ingredients  of 
which  it  is  compounded,  together  with  the  proportions  of  each,  with  an  affidavit 
attached,  taken  and  subscribed  before  some  officer,  who  is  by  law  authorized  to 
take  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds,  stating  that  the  receipt  to  which  said  affidavit 
is  attached  is  a  true  receipt  of  all  the  medicines,  and  their  proportions,  of  which 
thq  said  medicine  or  compound  is  composed. 

f  2.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  druggist,  apothecary,  or  other  person  or 
persons,  to  sell  or  offer  for  sale  any  preparation,  medicine  or  compound,  intended 
to  be  administered  as  a  medicine,  except  such  as  are  published  in  standard  chem- 
ical or  medical  works,  as  provided  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  unless  there  shall 
be  affixed  or  attached  thereto,  in  a  conspicuous  manner,  a  receipt  written  or 
printed  in  the  English  language,  stating  the  names  of  all  the  ingredients,  with 
their  proportions,  of  which  said  preparation  or  compound  is  composed,  and  signed 
by  the  maker  or  manufacturer  in  his  own  handwriting,  or  by  a  fac-simile  of  his 
handwriting,  and  referring  to  the  office  where  a  true  copy  of  said  receipt,  with  an 
affidavit  attached,  is  filed  according  to  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

S  3.  The  provisions  of  the  first  and  second  sections  of  this  act,  shall  not  apply 
to  the  prescriptions  of  practicing  physicians,  nor  to  druggists  or  apothecaries  in 
preparing  the  prescriptions  of  practicing  physicians  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business. 

§  4.  Any  person  who  shall  counterfeit  the  handwriting  or  facsimle  as  referred 
to  in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  on  con- 
viction thereof,  shall  be  punished  according  to  law. 

^  5.  Any  person  who  shall  make  a  false  affidavit  in  relation  to  any  such  medi- 
cine or  compound,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  peijury,  and  on  conviction  thereof, 
shall  be  punished  according  to  law. 

4  6.  Any  person  or  persons  who  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  &is  act,  shall  be 
considered  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  for 
each  offense,  a  sum  not  less  than  $10,  nor  more  than  $100,  or  be  imprisoned  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  three  months  in  a  county  jail. 

f  7.  This  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  first  day  of  January,  1855. 

We  publish,  for  the  information  of  the  profession,  the  following  Act,  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  at  their  May  Session,  1853,  entitling  the  person  making 
post  mortem  examination  to  fee ;  entitled 
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AN  ACT 
In  addition  to  "An  Act  concebning  Crimes  and  Punishments." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and   House  of  Representatives  in  (General  Assembly 

convened : 

That  whenever  in  the  opinion  of  the  grand  juror  of  any  town,  or  the  prose- 
cuting officer  of  any  county  or  city  in  this  State,  it  shall  l)e  deemed  important  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  death  of  persons  found  dead  under  circumstances  justifying 
the  suspicion  that  such  person  may  have  died  from  violence  or  poison,  such  grand 
juror  or  public  prosecutor  may  employ  some  competent  person  or  surgeon,  to 
make  a  post  mortem  examination  of  the  bodies  of  such  deceased  persons,  to 
obtain  the  proper  evidence  in  relation  to  the  death  of  such  persons,  and  the  cause 
of  such  death ;  and  whenever  such  examination  shall  be  made  by  direction  of  the 
proper  authorities  as  aforesaid,  a  reasonable  compensation  shall  be  allowed  there- 
for, to  be  paid  by  the  State;  and  the  Superior  Court,  n]x>n  proof  that  such  service 
has  been  rendered,  may  tax  and  allow  the  same. 


CIRCULAR  OF  THE  HARTFORD  COUNTY  MEDICAL   SOCIETY.* 

Hartford,  January  12th,  1854. 
Dear  Sir  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society,  held  in  this  city,  Octo- 
ber 13th,  1853,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  collect  materials  for  a  Sanitary 
Report  of  this  County.  It  is  for  this  object  that  we  now  address  you,  and  request 
your  assistance  in  tliat  measure.  You  will  readily  see  how  desirable  it  is  that  a 
sanitary  history  of  each  town  in  the  County  should  be  obtained,  which  can  only 
be  accomplished  by  the  personal  contributions  of  each  Physician.  Do  we  ask 
too  much  of  you  when  we  present  the  following  questions  for  your  serious  atten- 
tion, answering  such  as  you  may  be  able,  and  adding  sucli  remarks  or  information 
as  will  make  the  history  more  complete. 

A  Medical  History  of  your  Town  is  what  we  especially  want :  this  you  can 
furnish  yourself,  or  you  can  do  it  upon  conference  with  your  brethren,  but  do  not 
vnit/or  any  one  else  to  communicate  such  information  as  we  ought  to  possess. 

The  questions  arc  selected  from  those  recommended  by  the  Oeneral  Board  of 
Health  of  Massachusetts,  and  are  thought  to  be  sufficiently  comprehensive,  bnt 
you  arc  desired  to  communicate  any  information  not  reacJied  by  these. 

As  members  of  a  body  of  learned  men,  claiming  to  Ikj  scientific  in  character  and 
pursuits,  we  owe  something  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  ourselves.  You  can  see, 
my  dear  sir,  that  if  we  enter  into  this  matter  with  spirit,  wo  can  bring  together  a 
mass  of  information  that  can  be  obtained  in  no  other  way,  and  which  will  l>e 

*  Intended  to  be  brooi^t  before  the  OonventioD,  bat  leaving  been  omitted  by  eoddent,  it  U 
now  pabliihed,  by  request,  for  the  considermtion  of  the  Stftte  Medkal  Society. 
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of  immense  importance.  The  concerted  action  of  so  many  minds  will  develop 
manj  valuable  facts,  and  will  enable  as  more  faithfully  to  fulfill  our  duty,  not 
only  of  curing  disease,  but  as  much  as  possible  of  preventing  it. 

May  we  then  present  this  subject  of  a  Sanitary  History  of  our  County  to  your 
earnest  attention,  and  request  that  your  communications  be  sent  to  the  Chairman 
of  this  Committee  by  the  middle  of  March  next,  so  that  a  Report  may  be  prepared 
for  our  County  Meeting  in  April. 

GURDON  W.  RUSSELL, 
A.  S.  WARNER, 
G.  A.  MOODY, 
HORACE  C.  GILLETTE, 
OLIVER  B.  GRIGGS, 


^  Committee. 


INQUIRIES   RELATING   TO  THE    HEALTH,   SICKNESS,   AND   MORTALITY   OF  THE 

INHABITANTS. 

1 .  What  is  the  general  character  and  condition  of  the  town,  whether  healthy  or 
unhealthy  ?  What  is  the  state  of  the  most  unhealthy  parts,  or  where  the  highest 
rate  of  mortality  is  supposed  to  occur  ?  What  are  the  causes  usually  assigned  for 
such  mortality  ? 

2.  Have  cases  of  fever,  dysentery,  or  other  epidemic,  endemic,  or  contagious 
disease,  or  others  of  fatal  character,  been  of  frequent  or  rare  occurrence  ?  Have 
they  been  mild  or  malignant,  and  under  what  circumstances  or  causes  have  they 
occurred  ? 

3.  What  was  the' aggregate  annual  amount  of  sickness  suffered  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  and  among  families  and  persons  of  different  classes  and 
occupations  ? 

4.  Please  to  give,  from  the  most  authentic  sources  witliin  your  power,  the 
sanitary  history  and  condition  of  the  town  in  past  years,  specifying  the  healthy 
and  sickly  years,  and  the  number  of  deatlis,  and  causes  of  such  sickness  and 
deaths  that  hapix^ned  in  each. 

6.  State  the  atmogpheric  causes  ofdisctuw..  In  what  kind  of  weather  and  season, 
hot  or  cold,  wet  or  dr}',  changeable  or  steady,  or  otherwise,  did  the  diseases  of 
different  kinds  occur  ?  Whether  on  a  hill,  plain,  or  in  a  valley,  exposed  or  pro- 
tected from  nortli,  south,  east  and  west  winds  \  or  in  places  subject  to  fogs  or 
early  frosts  ?  and  whether  in  a  general  epidemic  or  healthy  season  ?  Were  there 
any  peculiar  circumstances  observed  in  the  apjwarancc  of  insects,  fish,  or  other 
animal  life?  or  in  vegetable  productions'?  or  in  the  electric  or  atmospheric 
phenomena  ?    What  other  atmospheric  cause  occurred  ? 

6.  State  the  loccd  caxtses  of  disetise.  Was  it  near  to  or  di8tant  from  running 
water  ?  or  in  the  vicinity  of  marsh,  bogs,  low  lands,  drained  or  undrained,  some- 
times overflowed,  sometimes  dry ;  near  stagnant  water ;  natural  or  artificial  mill 
or  other  ponds,  constantly  or  occasionally  full  ?  or  near  other  sources  of  malaria  ? 
Was  it  near  any  vegetable  or  animal  matter  in  a  state  of  decomposition  ;  or  other 
filth,  impurities,  or  noxious  exhalations,  or  unwholesome  endemic  influence,  or 
contagions  disease  of  any  kind  ?    Was  the  house  or  houses,  in  which  different 
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diseases  occurred,  unduly  crowded  or  otherwise  1  properly  lighted,  wanned,  and 
ventilated  ?  supplied  with  pure  water  ?  Were  the  springs  and  wells  high  or  low  'f 
State  any  other  local  cause.  '  ' 

7.  State  the  personal  causes  of  disease.  Whether  the  persons  or  families  were 
natives  of  tlio  tO¥m,  or  of  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  or  foreigners,  or 
children  of  foreigners.  If  not  natives,  how  long  resident  in  the  town,  or  in  their 
particular  place  of  ahode.  What  was  the  profession  or  occupation  of  the  head  of 
the  family  in  which  sickness  or  death  occurred,  or  of  the  person,  if  over  fifteen 
years  of  age  ?  What  was  his  hereditary  or  acquired  constitution  ?  What  were 
the  means  of  subsistence  of  tlie  family,  whether  ample,  moderate,  or  poor  'i  Did 
they  own  or  rent  the  house,  in  which  they  lived  ?  Were  they  industrious  in  their 
habits,  cleanly  in  their  persons  and  habitations,  temperate  and  prudent  in  their 
diet  and  mode  of  living,  or  otherwise  ?  Had  their  previous  general  health  been 
good  ?  or  liad  they  been  exposed  to  personal  contagion  ?  Was  the  cause  acci- 
dental or  otherwise  ?    State  any  •ther  personal  cause. 

» 

8.  In  your  opinion,  what  proportion  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  of  the  town 
might  be  prevented  if  the  causes  of  disease  were  knoim,  and  the  laws  of  health 
were  understood  and  obeyed  ? 

Conclusions  and  Recommendations  suggested  by  the  Facts  dicUed. 

9.  What  inferences  do  you  draw,  what  deductions  do  you  make,  or  what  con- 
clusions do  you  derive,  from  the  facts  elicited  ?  What  suggestions  would  you 
make,  or  what  measures  would  you  propose  or  recommend,  either  municipal, 
social,  or  personal,  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  or  its  inhab- 
itants ?  Please  to  specify  measures  and  remedies ;  and  suggest  a  mode  by  which 
they  may  be  practically  applied,  and  successfully  carried  intq  execution. 


Act  of  Incorparatian  of  the  ContiectictU  Medical  Society.  Act  in 
relation  to  the  Medical  Institution  of  Tale  College,  By'Lawi^ 
Medical  Police^  Sfc, 


AN   ACT 

TO   INCOBPORATE   THE   CONNECTICUT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Sec.  1 .  Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Greneral 
Assembly  convened.  That  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  now  members  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society,  and  all  Physicians  and  Suxgeons  who  shall  be  associated 
with  them  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  and  remain  a  body 
politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  of  The  Connecticut  Medical  Society  ; 
and  by  that  name,  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  have  perpetual  sue- 
cession ;  shall  be  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  pleading  and  being  impleaded. 
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in  all  suits  of  whatever  name  or  nature ;  may  have  a  common  seal,  and  may  alter 
the  same  at  pleasure;  and  may  also  purchase,  receive,  hold  and  convey  any 
estate,  real  or  personal,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.  The  members  of  the  Society  shall  meet,  annually,  in  their  respective 
counties,  at  such  places  as  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  agreed  upon  by  them, 
(on  the  second  Thursday  of  April;)  and  shall  elect  from  among  themselves,  a 
chairman,  clerk  and  such  other  officers  as  they  may  find  necessary ;  and  being 
thus  organized,  shall  theraupon  immediately  elect,  by  ballot,  of  their  own  num- 
ber, in  each  county  five,  except  in  the  counties  of  Middlesex  and  Tolland,  and  in 
each  of  those  counties  three  Fellows,  to  have  the  superintendence  and  manage- 
ment of  the  Society.  And  the  members  of  the  Society  in  their  respective  county 
meetings,  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  said  meetings  from  time  to  time,  and  to 
hold  special  meetings  as  they  may  judge  expedient :  and.  may  adopt  such  regula- 
tions for  their  own  government,  and  for  the  promotion  of  Medical  Science,  as  they 
may  think  proper,  not  repugnant  to  the  by-laws  pf  the  Society. 

Sec.  3.  The  Fellows  thus  chosen  at  the  several  county  meetings,  shall  meet 
togetlier,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  May,  annually,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
has  been,  or  may  be  designated  by  tlicm ;  and  I)eing  thus  assembled,  shall  elect 
by  ballot,  from  among  any  of  tlie  members  of  the  Society,  a  President,  Vice- 
President,  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  Society,  who  shall  hold  their  office  one 
year  and  until  otlicrs  be  chosen,  and  slioll  by  virtue  of  their  office,  be  Fellows  of 
the  Society  for  tlie  time  being ;  and  shall  have  the  same  power,  privileges  and 
authority  as  if  originally  elected  snch  by  the  members  of  tlie  Society. 

Sec.  4.  The  President,  Vice-President,  Treasurer,  Secretary  and  Fellows 
thus  chosen  shall  be  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  "The  Presidekt  axd 
Fellows  of  the  Coknecticut  Medical  Society;"  a  majority  of  whom, 
legally  assembled  together,  shall  be  a  quonim  for  the  transaction  of  any  business ; 
and  shall  have  power  to  make  by-laws  for  tlie  regulation  and  government  of  the 
Society,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  objects  of  the  same,  not  repugnant  to  tlie 
laws  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State ;  to  expel  any  member  of  the  Society  for 
misconduct;  to  admit  honorary  members;  to  make  rules  for  the  admission  of 
members  of  the  Society,  and  for  their  dismission  from  the  same ;  to  lay  a  tax  upon 
the  members  of  the  Society  not  exceeding  two  dollars  in  each  year,  to  Ikj  collected 
by  the  clerks  of  the  respective  county  meetings  and  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Society ;  to  disjwse  of  the  moneys  thus  raised,  and  all  other  property 
of  the  Society  in  such  a  manner  as  they  may  tliink  proper,  to  promote  the  objects 
and  interests  of  the  Society. 

Sec.  5.  At  all  the  meetings  of  tlie  Fellows  for  the  transaction  of  business,  the 
President  of  the  Society,  or  in  case  of  his  absence,  the  Vice-President,  shall  pre- 
side ;  and  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-President,  the  Fellows 
present  may  elect  one  of  their  own  number  as  President  for  the  occasion. 

Sec.  6.  The  President  of  the  Society,  or  in  case  of  his  death,  or  absence  out 
of  the  State,  the  Vice-President,  on  any  si>ecial  occasion  shall  have  power  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  President  and  Fellows,  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  may  think 
proper,  upon  giving  twenty  days*  notice  in  two  newspapers  printed  in  this  State ; 
and  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  inability  of  the  President,  Vice-President, 
Treasurer  or  Secretary  of  the  Society,  the  vacancy  made  thereby  may  be  filled  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year,  by  the  Fellows,  at  any  legal  meeting  duly  assembled. 


Sbg.  7.  It  shall  be  the  datj  of  ihe  sevenil  clerks  of  the  county  meetings,  in 
their  respectiye  counties,  to  collect  and  pay  oyer  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society 
all  such  taxes  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  laid  by  the  President  and  Fellows, 
upon  the  members  of  the  Society  as  aforesaid ;  and  for  that  purpose  said  clerks 
may  procure  a  warrant  under  the  hand  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  against  such  mem- 
ber or  members  of  the  Society,  as  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  taxes  so 
imposed  upon,  them  as  aforesaid ;  which  warrant  any  justice  of  the  peace  is  hereby 
empowered  to  issue;  and  said  warrant  shall  be  directed  to  the  sheriff; or  his 
deputies  of  the  county  in  which  such  delinquent  membe^p^  members  reside ;  and 
said  sheriff  or  either  of  his  deputies,  on  receiving  such  wkrrant  may  therewith  pro- 
ceed to  enforce  the  collection  of  such  tax  or  taxes,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with 
the  addition  of  the  same  fees,  as  are  by  law  prescribed  apd  allowed  to  the  col- 
lectors of  town  taxes.  And  if  any  of  the  clerks  of  the  county  meetings  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  collect  the  taxes  entrusted  to  him  to  collect,  by  the  time  the 
same  are  made  payable,  or  having  collected  the  same,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
pay  the  same  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  s'uch  Treasurer  may  cause  a 
suit  or  suits  to  be  instituted  against  such  delinquent  in  ^e  name  of  the  Society, 
before  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same,  and  the  same  to  pursue  to  final  judgment ; 
and  the  clerks  shall  be  allowed  and  receive  a  compensation  of  five  per  centum  on 
all  moneys  collected  by  them  respectively,  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Medical  Society. 

[Sec.  8.  No  physician  or  surgeon  who  shall  have  commenced  practice  since 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  or  who  shall  hereafter  commence  practice, 
shall  be  entitled  by  law  to  recover  any  debt  or  fees  for  such  practice,  unless  he 
shall  have  been  duly  licensed  by  some  Medical  Society  or  College  of  Physicians ; 
and  all  persons  licensed  to  practice  physic  and  surgery  and  practicing  within  this 
State  shall  of  course  be  members  of  the  Medical  Society.    Repealed,  June,  1842.] 

Approved,  June  5th,  1834. 


AN   ACT         ^ 

IN  ALTERATION  OF  AN  ACT    ENTITLED    "AN  ACT   TO   INCORPORATE   THE 

CONNECTICUT  MEDICAL  800IETT.'' 

Be  it  enacted  hjf  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepresentatives  in  General  Assembly 
convened.  That  the  several  county  meetings  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society 
may  change  the  time  of  holding  said  meetings  to  such  time  as  they  may  severally 
appoint ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Connecticut  Medical 
Society  as  is  contrary  to  this  act  be,  and  is  hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  June  12th,  1847. 
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AN   ACT 

IK  RELATION   TO   THE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  TALB  COLLXOE. 

Sec.  1 .  Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Assembly  convened,  The  Medical  Iiistitation  established  in  Yale  College,  pursoant 
to  an  agreement  between  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  College,  and  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Connecticut,  shall  be  known  and 
acknowledged  by  the  name  of  The  Medical  Institution  op  Yale  College. 
Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  established  in  the  Iiistitution  not  less  than  four  nor 
more  than  six  Professorships ;  and  the  price  of  the  tickets  for  the  coarse  of  lec- 
tures on  each  branch,  shall  not  exceed  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  There 
shall  be  a  joint  committee  of  an  equal  number  of  persons  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  Yale  College  and  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connect- 
icut Medical  Society,  who  shall  make  a  nomination ;  from  which  nomination  the 
Professors  shall  be  chosen  by  tlie  President  and  Fellows  of  the  College. 

Sec.  3.    Every  medical  student  shall  be  required  to  attend  to  the  study  of 
physic  and  surgery,  for  two  years  with  some  medical  or  surgical  professor  or  prac- 
titioner, who  is  in  respectable  standing ;  provided  he  shall  have  been  graduated  at 
some  college ;  otherwise  to  study  three  years ;  to  have  acquired  in  addition  to  a 
good  English  education,  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language  and  of  the 
principles  of  Natural  Philosophy ;  to  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ; 
to  be  of  good  moral  character ;  and  to  deliver  to  the  committee  of  examination  a 
satisfactory  dissertation  upon  some  subject  in  medicine  or  surgery  or  the  auxiliary 
branches.    And  every  medical  student  shall  attend  one  course  of  the  lectures, 
under  the  professors  of  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College  or  of  some  other 
public  medical  institution,  previously  to  his  being  admitted  to  an  examination  for 
a  license ;  and  the  course  or  courses  of  lectures  which  he  shall  attend,  may  be 
included  within  the  time  he  is  required  to  study.    Provided  nevertheless,  that 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Society  in  each  county,  one  meritorious 
and  necessitous  person  from  such  county  shall  annually  be  allowed  the  privilege 
of  attending  one  course  of  lectures  gratis,  and  if  any  one  of  the  counties  should 
fail  to  recommend  as  above,  the  President  and  Fellows  of  said  Society  may  fill 
up  the  vacancy.    It  shall  bo  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  several  county  meetings, 
to  report  to  the  President  and  Fellows,  the  names  of  the  persons  whom  they  shall 
agree  to  recommend ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  shall  transmit  the  said 
names,  together  with  such  as  the  President  and  Fellows  may  add,  agreeably  to  the 
above  provision,  to  the  Medical  Professors  of  Yale  College. 

Sec.  4.  Each  candidate  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  shall  be  required 
to  attend  two  courses  of  lectures,  at  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  or  at 
some  other  public  medical  institution  where  a  similar  course  of  public  instruction 
is  pursued ;  which  degree  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  of  exami- 
nation, shall  be  conferred  by  the  President  of  the  College,  and  the  diploma  signed 
by  him  and  countersigned  by  the  examining  committee,  or  a  majority  of  them ; 
and  the  fee  for  graduation  shall  be  fifteen  dollars.  The  President  of  the  CoUege 
may  also  confer  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  npon  those  persons 
whom  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Medical  Society  shall  recommend  for  that 
purpose. 
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Sbc.  5.  The  committee  of  examination  for  the  practice  of  phytic  and 
BUigery,  shall  consist  of  the  Professors  of  the  Medical  Institution  of  the  College 
and  an  equal  number  of  the  members  of  the  Medical  Society  appointed  hj  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  the  same ;  and  the  President  of  the  Medical  Society 
shall  be  ex  officio  president  of  the  examining  committee,  with  a  vote  at  all  times, 
and  a  casting  vote  when  there  is  a  tie ;  and  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  Presi- 
dent, a  president  pro  tempore  shall  be  appointed  bj  the  members  of  the  examining 
committee  chosen  bj  the  Medical  Society,  with  the  same  powers ;  which  com. 
mittee  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  possess  the  power  and  they  only  of  examining 
for  a  license ;  and  all  licenses  to  practice  physic  or  surgery  shall  be  signed  by  the 
President  of  the  Medical  Society  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  com- 
mittee of  examination ;  which  Secretary  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint ; 
and  the  fee  for  each  license  shall  be  four  dollars,  and  shall  accrue  to  the  Medical 
Society.  All  licenses  heretofore  signed  by  the  Clerk  or  Secretary  of  the  exam- 
ining committee,  shall  be  yalid  and  have  the  same  effect,  as  if  they  had  been  signed 
by  the  examining  oonunittee,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sbc.  6.  There  shall  be  but  one  examination  in  the  year,  which  shall  be  imme- 
diately at  the  close  of  the  lectures ;  when  a  candidate  is  prevented  by  sickness 
from  attending  at  that  time,  he  may  afterwards  be  examined  by  the  medical  pro- 
fessors ;  and  such  examination,  together  with  their  certificate  thereof,  shall  entitle 
him  to  the  same  privil^es  as  though  his  examination  had  been  by  said  committee. 

Sbc.  7.  All  medical  students  who  shall  have  attended  two  courses  of  the  lec- 
tures in  the  Medical  Institution  shall  have  the  privilege  of  attending  all  future 
courses  gratis. 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society  and  to  establish  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  Col- 
lege," and  all  acts  in  addition  to,  and  in  alteration  thereof,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed ;  provided  that  all  proceedings  had,  and  all  obligations  imposed, 
in  pursuance  of  the  acts  hereby  repealed,  shall  have  the  same  effect  as  though  said 
acts  were  still  in  force — and  all  taxes  heretofore  laid  pursuant  to  said  acts,  may  be 
coUecled  according  to  the  provisions  of  said  acts,  in  the  same  manner  as  though 
said  acts  had  not  been  repealed. 

Approved,  June  5th,  1834. 


BY-LAWS. 

4   I. — COUHTT   MSBTIKOS. 


1 .  The  Members  of  the  Society,  at  any  County  Meeting  legally  holden,  may,  by 
a  major  vote  of  the  members  present,  admit  to  membership  in  the  Society  any 
person  regularly  licensed  to  practice  physic  and  surgery,  and  practicing  in  said 
county,  who  shall  make  application  for  that  purpose. 

2.  They  may,  by  a  similar  vote,  dismiss  from  the  Society  any  Member  who 
shall  remove  from  this  State,  or  who  shall  leave  the  profession  for  other  pursuits. 

S.  They  may  also,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  recommend  to  the  President  and 
Fellows  of  the  Society,  for  dismission  from  the  same,  any  Member  residing  in 


34 

iheir  respeotiTe  Counties,  who  shuU  apply  for  sncli  ditmiMion  by  4  written  request 
to  that  effect  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Meeting,  at  least  ten  days 
before  the  time  of  holding  any  legal  County  Meeting ;  and  also  any  Member  who 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  taxes ;  and  upon  the  approyal  of  such  reoonunendar 
tion  by  the  President  and  Fellows  in  Convention,  the  connection  between  such 
Member  and  the  Society  shall  be  dissolved.  Provided,  that  no  Member  shall  be 
honorably  dismissed  from  the  Society  until  all  his  taxes  shall  have  been  paid. 

4.  All  violation  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  or  of  the  Medical  Police 
adopted  by  the  Society,  or  of  the  Rules  and  Begulations  passed  by  the  County 
Meetings,  in  conformity  with  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  may  be  prosecuted  and 
tried  by  the  Members  of  the  Society,  in  their  respective  Coun^  Meetings,  under 
the  following  regulations,  viz. : 

The  Member  accusing  another  of  a  violation  of  any  of  the  before>mentioned 
Begulations,  shall  make  a  statement  in  writing  of  the  transaction  which  he  deems 
a  misdemeanor,  and  lay  the  same  before  a  Fellow  of  tiie  Society;  and  such 
Fellow  shall  issue  a  notification  to  the  accused,  to  appear  before  the  next  County 
Meeting,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  place  where«  it  is  to  be  held,  to  defend,  if 
he  see  fit,  against  such  accusation.  A  copy  of  such  accusation  and  notification  shall 
be  left  with  the  accused^  or  at  his  last  usual  place  of  ahode,  at  least  twelve  days 
previous  to  the  time  of  holding  the  next  County  Meeting*  And  the  accuser  shall 
cause  the  said  accusation  and  notification  to  be  served  and  returned  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  County  Meeting,  on  or  before  the  day  of  their  sitting ;  and  the.  offender, 
upon  conviction,  may  be  punished  by  admonition,  by  suspension  from  the  privi- 
leges of  the  Society  for  a  period  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  by  expulsion  from 
the  Society.  Provided,  that  no  sentence  of  expulsion  shall  be  valid  until  con- 
firmed by  the  President  and  Fellows  in  Conventicm. 

5.  The  several  County  Meetings  are  authorized  -to  make  such  regulations  as 
their  local  circumstances  may  require:  provided,  that  such  regulations  be  not 
contrary  to  the  laivs  of  the  State,  or  tiie  By-Laws,  of  t|iis  Society. 

6.  When  a  new  clerk  is  chosen  in  any  of  the  Counties,  his.  ptedfioessQr  shall, 
deliver  over  to  him  all  the  records  ad»d  papers  appertaining  to  the  office^  retaining 
copies  of  the  same  if  he  think  proper. 

The  Clerks  of  the  several  County  Meetings  shall  take  the  following  oath,  viz.  : 
"  You,  A.  B.,  being  chosen  Clerk  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  for  the 

County  of ,  do  swear  that  you  will  record  all  votes  of  said  meeting,  and 

give  true  copies  of  the  same,  when  thereto  requested,  so  hdp  you  God." 

7.  The  Clerks  shall  transmit  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of  the  Fellows, 
and  of  the  person  recommended  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  to  the  Secre- 
tary, immediately  after  the  election  in  April,  that  the  same  may  be  published  at 
least  a  week  before  the  Convention.  They  shall  also  forward  to  the  Secretary, 
and  a  duplicate  copy  to  the  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention, 
the  names  of  the  members  in  their  respective  Counties,  and  their  places  of  resi- 
dence ;  and  those  who  fail  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  shall  be  subject  to  a 
fine  of  five  dollars,  to  be  collected  by  the  Treasurer. 

§  n. — ^Members. 

8.  Each  Member  of  the  Society  shall  have  firee  access  to  the  records  of  the 
Society,  and  of  the  County  Meeting  to  which  he  belongs :  and  may  take  attested 
copies  thereof  if  he  request  them. 
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9.  All  MembeFB  of  this.  Society  are  inyited  to  be  present  at  tke  meetiiigs  of 
the  President  and  Eellows,  and  to  partake  of  the  dinner  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session. 

10.  No  member  of  this  Society  shall  be  called  on  for  a  tax  that  shall  have  been 
laid  after  he  has  arriyed  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

1 1 .  If  any  member  of  th^  Society  shall  make,  vend^  or  pnblicly  recommend  any 
nostmm  or  patent  medicine,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  he  shall  be  suspended  fron^ 
the  privileges  of  the  Society,  or  expelled. 

12.  No  Member  of  the  Society  shall  hold  professional  consultation  or  inter- 
coorse  with  any  other  than  licensed  Fhyslcians  and  Surgeons,  in  regular  standing. 

13.  It  shall  be  the  dnty  of  each  Member  of  this  Society  to  accuse  any  other 
Member  of  the  Society,  for  such  misdemeanors  as  he  deems  contrary  either  to  the 
By-Laws,  Medieal  Police,  or  Rules  and  Regulations  adopted  by  the  Society. 
And  the  accuser  shall  make  a  statement  in  writing,  of  the  transactions  which  he 
deems  a.misdemeanor,  and  lay  the  same  before  a  Fellow  of  the  Society ;  and  such 
Fellow  shall  issue  a  notice  to  the  accused,  to  appear  before  the  President  and 
Fellows  at  their  next  Convention,  stating  the  time  and  place  of  their  sitting,  to 
defend,  if  be  see  cause,  against  said  accusation.  A  copy  of  said  accusation  and 
notification  shall  be  left  with  the  accused,  or  at  his  last  usual  place  of  abode,  at 
least  twelve  days  previous  to  the  next  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows. 
And  the  accuser  shall  cansethe  said  accusation  and  notification  to  be  served  and 
retoraed  to  the  President  and  Fellows  on  the  first  day  of  their  sitting. 

^  IIL — Ofvigbbs,  Fbllowb,  &c. 

14.  The  President  and  Fellows  shall  each  receive  two  dollars  for  his  attendance 
in  the  Convention,  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for  each  mile's  travel  from  the 
town  of  his  residence  to  thjtt  of  the  Convention ;  mileage  to  be  reckoned  as  it  is  to 
memben  of  our  State  Legislature.    The  Dissertator  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same. 

15.  The  Fellows  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  Committee  of  Abatements  in  their 
respective  Counties. 

16.  Each  person  receiving  a  license  to  practice  from  itas  Society,  shall  pay  the 
sum  of  four  dollars  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Examination,  who  shall 
account  with  the  Treasurer  for  the  same. 

17.  The  Secretary  shall  bo  required  to  take  the  following  oath,  viz. : 

"  You,  A.  B.,  being  chosen  Secretary  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  do 
swear  that  you  will  record  all  votes  of  tiie  President  and  Fellows,  and  give  tme 
copies  when  thereto  requested,  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  relating  to 
said  office,  so  help  you  God** 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  record  all  the  transactions  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  in  their  Conventions,  give 
true  copies  of  the  same  when  thereto  requested,  conduct  their  correspondence,  and 
have  the  custody  of  the  seal  of  the  Society. 

The  Secretary  is  also  instructed  to  send,  each  year,  an  extra  copy  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Convention  to  each  of  the  Clerks,  for  the  use  of  the  County 
Meetings. 

He  is  also  requested  to  put  up,  each  year,  in  at  least  three  public  houses  in  the 
town  in  which  the  Convention  meets,  a  written  notice  of  the  place  of  meeting,  at 
least  one  day  before  the  sitting  of  the  Convention. 
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18.  It  shall  be  the  datjof  the  Treasurer  to  keep  the  moneys  of  the  Society, 
subject  to  their  orders,  and  to  render  annnallj  to  the  President  and  Fellows  an 
account  of  all  moneys  received  and  paid  by  him.  He  is  also  directed  to  make  out 
a  general  debenture  bill,  taking  for  his  guide  the  mileage  allowed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State. 

He  shall  be  allowed  ten  dollars  for  his  services,  on  liis  account  being  accepted, 
lit  the  end  of  each  year. 

No  debenture  bill  shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  that  is  more  than  seventeen 
years  old. 

19.  The  President  of  the  Society  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Examina- 
tion are  authorized  to  grant  a  new  License,  free  of  expense,  to  any  person  who  has 
been  previously  licensed,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  upon  satisfactory 
proof  being  exhibited  to  them  that  such  previous  license  has  been  lost. 

20.  The  Committee  of  Examination,  the  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in 
the  Medical  Institution,  and  the  Committee  to  nominate  the  Physician  to  the 
Retreat  for  the  Insane,  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot.  All  other  Committees  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Convention. 

21.  The  Standing  Committees  of  tlie  Society  are  requested  annually  to  report 
to  the  President  and  Fellows,  whenever  they  shall  have  occasion  to  act  in  their 
official  capacity. 

22.  That  it  shall  hereafter  be  the  duty  of  the  President  of  this  Society  to  deliver 
an  Address  to  the  Convention  annually. 

23.  Each  County  Meeting  shall  have  the  power  to  examine  the  case  and  imme- 
diately expel  any  member  notoriously  in  the  practice  of  Homeopathy,  Hydropathy, 
or  any  other  form  of  quackery,  witliout  any  formal  trial,  the  same  to  be  ratified  by 
the  succeeding  Convention,  any  By-Law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


RESOLUTIONS  NOW  IN  FORCE. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  the  President  shall  see  fit  to  call  a  special  session  of 
the  Convention,  besides  advertising  as  now  provided,  he  shall  also  send  a  notice 
to  each  member,  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  which  notice  shall  be  mailed 
at  least  one  week  previous  to  the  meeting  of  such  Convention.  Ptused,  Mtuf, 
1846. 

Resolved,  That  before  any  person  can  be  admitted  into  the  office  of  a  Physician, 
as  a  Student  of  Medicine,  he  shall  furnish  evidence  of  good  moral  character,  and 
shall  be  examined  by  the  preceptor  and  one  of  the  Fellows  of  this  Society :  the 
examination  to  be  upon  the  subjects  of  English  education,  and  Greek  and  Latin 
languages.  If  found  qualified,  he  is  to  receive  a  certificate  to  that  effect,  and  be 
enrolled  as  a  regular  student  of  medicine.    Passed,  May,  1847. 

Resolved,  That  but  two  persons  be  elected  on  each  of  the  Standing  Committees 
each  year;  the  first  two  on  the  list  to  be  dropped,  and  the  two  chosen  to  be  placed 
at  the  bottom ;  but  any  person  may  be  reelected.    Passed,  May,  1847. 
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Renhed,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Convention  that  clergymen  ehonld  be 
chaiged  the  same  fees  as  other  citizens,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  considered  dis- 
honorable to  collect  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerks  of  the  several  counties,  to 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its  session,  the 
names,  ages,  and  diseases,  of  the  members  of  tliis  Society,  who  may  have  died 
during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  several  County 
Societies,  and  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  append  these  statistics  to  the  cata- 
logue of  members  of  the  Society  in  the  published  proceedings  of  the  Annual  Con- 
vention.   Passed,  May,  1849. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerks  be  required  to  comply  with  the  By-Law,  which  makes 
it  their  duty  to  report  delinquents  to  the  Convention,  and  the  amoimt  due  from 
each  respectively,  stating  in  such  report  also  what  notice  he  has  given  such  delin- 
quent of  his  indebtedness  to  the  Society,  and  that  the  same  be  read  in  open  Con- 
vention.   Passed,  May,  1852. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  certificate  of  studies  be  required  of  all  Candidates 
for  examination — ^for  a  degree. 

I  hereby  certify  that  has  pursued 

the  Study  of  Medicine  with  me  for  to 

and  that  he  recited  regularly  on  [here  insert  the  branches 
pursued]  during  the  above  in'entioncd  time. 

Physician. 
Passed,  May,  1852. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  County  Meetings  are  hereby  instructed  to  continue 
their  investigations  in  relation  to  the  manufacture,  sale,  recommendation  and  use 
of  nostrums  or  Patent  Medicines  by  their  members,  and  to  present  for  trial  any 
member  so  offending. 

Resolved,  That  no  member  of  tlie  Society,  who  is  directly  or  indirectly  inter- 
ested in  the  manufacture,  use  or  recommendation,  or  a  sale  of  any  nostrum  or 
Patent  Medicine,  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office.    Passed,  May,  1853. 

Resolved,  That  the  County  Meetings  bo  instructed  in  the  recommendation  of 
Students  for  Gratuitous  Courses  of  Lecture  in  the  Medical  Listitution  of  Yale 
College,  to  select  as  far  as  possible  only  those  who  have  attended  and  paid  for 
one  course  in  that  Institution,  or  who  give  satisfactory  pledges  that  they  will 
attend  and  pay  for  their  second  course  there.    Passed,  May,  1854. 
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SYSTEM   OF   MEDICAL   POLICE. 
Adopted  by  the  Society  in  October,  1817. 

CON8ULTATIONB. 

Consultations  should  be  encouraged  in  difficult  and  protracted  cases,  as  thej 
give  rise  to  confidence,  energy,  and  more  enlarged  views  in  practice.  On  such 
occasions,  no  rivalship  or  jealousy  should  be  indulged;  candor,  justice,  and  all 
due  respect  should  be  exercised  toward  the  physician  who  first  attended ;  and  as 
he  may  be  presumed  to  bo  best  acquainted  with  the  patient  and  family,  he  should 
deliver  all  the  medical  directions  as  agreed  upon.  It  should  be  the  province* 
however,  of  the  senior  consulting  physician  to  propose  the  necessary  questions  to 
the  sick. 

The  consulting  physician  is  never  to  visit  without  the  attending  one,  unless  by 
the  desire  of  the  latter,  or  when,  as  in  sudden  emei^ncy,  he  is  not  to  be  found. 
No  discussion  of  the  case  should  take  place  before  the  patient  or  his  friends ;  and 
no  prognostications  should  be  delivered,  which  w^cre  not  the  result  of  previous 
deliberation  and  concurrence.  Theoretical  debates,  indeed,  should  generally  be 
avoided  in  consultation,  as  occasioning  perplexity  and  loss  of  time ;  for  there  may 
be  much  diversity  of  opinion  on  speculative  points,  with  perfect  agreement  on 
those  modes  of  practice,  which  are  founded  not  on  hypothesis,  but  on  experience 
and  observation.  Physicians  in  consultation,  whatever  may  be  their  private 
resentments  or  opinions  of  one  another,  should  divest  themselves  of  all  partialities, 
and  think  of  nothing  but  what  will  most  effectually  contribute  to  the  relief  of  those 
under  their  care. 

If  a  ph3rsician  can  not  lay  his  hand  to  his  heart  and  say,  that  his  mind  is  'per- 
fectly open  to  conviction,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  come,  he  should  in  honor 
decline  the  consultation. 

All  discussions  and  debates  in  consultation,  are  to  be  held  secret  and  con- 
fidential. ' 

Many  advantages  may  arise  from  two  consulting  together,  who  are  men  of 
candor,  and  have  mutual  confidence  in  each  other's  honor.  A  remedy  may  occur 
to  one,  which  did  not  to  another,  and  a  physician  may  want  resolution  or  a  confi- 
dence in  his  own  opinion,  to  prescribe  a  powerful,  but  precarious  remedy,  on 
which,  however,  the  life  of  his  patient  may  depend ;  in  this  case,  a  concurrent 
opinion  may  fix  his  own.  But  when  such  mutual  confidence  is  wanting,  a  con- 
sultation had  better  be  declined,  especially  if  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  senti- 
ments delivered  with  openness  are  to  be  communicated  abroad,  or  to  the  family 
concerned ;  and  if,  in  consequence  of  this,  either  gentleman  is  to  be  made  re^on- 
sible  for  the  event. 

The  utmost  punctuality  should  be  observed  in  consultation  visits ;  and  to  avoid 
loss  of  time,  it  will  be  expedient  for  the  physician  in  every  town  or  county,  to 
establish  a  certain  space  of  time,  as  an  allowance  for  delay,  after  which  the  meet- 
ing might  be  considered  as  postponed  for  a  new  appointment.  If  a  consulting 
physician  should  arrive  after  the  attending  physidaa  has  withdrawn,  he  should 
deliver  his  opinion  in  writing. 
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INTEBFERBNCEB. 

Medicine  is  a  liberal  profession ;  the  practitioners  are,  or  ought  to  be,  men  of 
education ;  and  their  expectation  of  business  and  employment  should  be  founded 
on  their  degrees  of  qualification,  not  on  artifice  and  insinuation.  A  certain  undcfin- 
ablc  species  of  assiduities  and  attentions,  therefore,  to  families  usually  employing 
another,  is  to  be  considered  as  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  regular  practitioner,  and  as 
making  a  mere  trade  of  a  learned  profession ;  and  all  officious  interferences,  in 
cases  of  sickness  in  such  families,  evince  a  meanness  of  disposition,  unbecoming 
the  character  of  a  physician  or  a  gentleman.  No  meddling  inquiries  should  be 
made  concerning  them,  nor  hints  given  relative  to  their  nature  and  treatment,  nor 
any  selfish  conduct  pursued,  that  may  directly  or  indirectly  tend  to  weaken  confi- 
dence in  the  physicians  and  surgeons  who  have  the  care  of  them. 

When  a  physician  is  called  to  a  patient,  who  has  been  under  the  care  of  another 
gentleman  of  the  faculty,  before  any  examination  of  the  case,  ho  shoidd  ascertain, 
whether  that  gentleman  had  discontinued  his  visits,  and  whether  the  patient  con- 
siders himself  as  under  his  care,  in  which  case,  he  is  not  to  assume  the  charge  of 
the  patient,  nor  give  his  advice,  (except  in  instances  of  sudden  attacks,)  without  a 
regular  consultation ;  and  if  such  previously  attending  gentleman  has  been  dis- 
missed, or  has  voluntarily  relinquished  the  patidht,  his  practice  should  be  treated 
with  candor,  and  justified  so  far  as  probity  and  truth  will  permit ;  for  the  want  of 
success  in  the  primary  treatment  of  the  disorder,  is  no  impeachment  of  profes- 
sional skill  and  knowledge. 

It  frequently  happens  that  a  physician,  in  incidental  communications  with  the 
patients  of  others,  or  with  their  friends,  may  have  their  cases  stated  to  him  in  so 
direct  a  manner,  as  not  to  admit  of  his  declining  to  pay  attention  to  them.  Under 
such  circumstances,  his  obscn^ations  should  l)c  delivered  with  the  most  delicate 
propriety  and  reserve.  He  should  not  interfere  in  the  curative  plims  pursued  ; 
and  should  even  recommend  a  steady  adherence  to  them,  if  they  appear  to  merit 
approbation. 

DIFFERENCES  OF  PHT8ICIAK8. 

The  differences  of  physicians,  when  they  end  in  appeals  to  the  public,  generally 
hurt  the  contending  parties ;  but  what  is  of  more  consequence,  they  discredit  the 
profession,  and  expose  the  faculty  itself  to  contempt  and  ridicule.  Whenever  such 
differences  occur,  as  may  affect  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  profession,  and  can 
not  immediately  be  terminated,  or  do  not  come  under  the  character  of  violation  of 
the  special  rules  of  the  association,  otherwise  provided  for,  they  should  be  referred 
to  the  arbitration  of  a  snfiicient  number  of  members  of  the  Society,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  dispute ;  but  neither  the  subject  matter  of  such  referonces,  nor 
the  adjudication,  should,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  be  communicated  to  the  public,  as 
they  may  be  personally  injurious  to  the  individual  concerned,  and  can  hardly  fail 
to  hurt  the  general  credit  of  the  faculty. 

DIBCOnRAOBHEKT  OF  QUACKERY. 

The  use  of  quack  medicines  should  be  discouraged  by  the  faculty,  as  disgraceful 
to  the  profession,  injurious  to  health,  and  often  destructive  even  of  life.  No 
physician  or  surgeon,  therefore,  shall  dispense  a  secret  nostrum,  whether  it  be  his 
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inventioii,  or  exclusive  property ;  for  if  it  is  of  real  efficacy  the  concealment  of  it 
is  inconsistent  with  beneficence  and  professional  liberality ;  and,  if  mysteiy  alone 
give  it  value  and  importance,  such  craft  implies  either  disgraoefnl  ignorance  or 
fraudulent  avarice. 

CONDUCT   FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF   THE  MEDICAL  CHARACTER. 

The  esprit  du  corps  is  a  principle  of  action  founded  on  human  nature,  and,  when 
duly  regulated,  is  both  rational  and  laudable.  Every  man  who  enters  into  a  fra- 
ternity, engages,  by  tacit  compact,  not  only  to  submit  to  the  laws,  but  to  promote 
the  honor  and  interest  of  the  association,  so  far  as  they  are  consistent  with  moral- 
ity and  the  general  good  of  mankind.  A  physician,  therefore,  should  cautiously 
guard  against  whatever  may  injure  the  general  respectability  of  the  profession, 
and  should  avoid  all  contumelious  representations  of  the  faculty  at  large,  aU 
general  charges  against  their  selfishness  or  improbity,  or  the  indulgence  of  an* 
affected  or  jocular  skepticism  concerning  the  efficacy  and  utility  of  the  healing  art 

FEES. 

General  rules  are  adopted  by  the  faculty  in  every  town  or  county,  relative  to 
the  pecuniary  acknowledgments  ^f  their  patients ;  and  it  should  be  deemed  a 
point  of  honor  to  adhere  to  them ;  and  every  deviation  from,  or  evasion  of  these 
rules,  should  be  considered  as  meriting  the  indignation  and  contempt  of  the 
fraternity. 

Gratuitous  services  to  the  poor  are  by  no  means  prohibited ;  the  characteristic 
beneficence  of  the  profession  is  inconsistent  with  sordid  views  and  avaricious 
n^Mudty.  The  poor  of  every  description  should  be  the  objects  of  our  peculiar 
care.  Dr.  Boerfaave  used  to  say  they  were  his  best  patients,  because  God  was 
their  paymaster. 

It  is  obvious,  also,  that  an  average  fee,  as  suited  to  the  general  rank  of  patients, 
must  be  an  inadequate  compensation  from  the  rich,  (who  often  require  attendance 
not  absolutely  necessary,)  and  yet  too  large  to  be  expected  from  that  class  of 
citizens,  who  would  feel  a  reluctance  in  calling  for  assistance,  without  making 
some  decent  and  satisfactory  remuneration. 

SEKIORITT. 

A  regular  and  academical  education  furnishes  the  only  presumptive  evidence  of 
professional  ability,  and  is  so  honorable  and  beneficial,  that  it  gives  a  just  claim 
to  pretaiinence  among  physicians  at  large,  in  proportion  to  the  degree  in  which  it 
may  be  ei^oyed  and  improved.  Nevertheless,  as  industry  and  talents  may  ftimish 
exceptions  to  this  general  rule,  and  this  method  may  be  liable  to  difficulties  in  the 
application,  seniority,  among  practitioners  of  this  State,  should  be  determined  by 
the  period  of  public  and  acknowledged  practice  as  a  physician  or  surgeon  in  the 
same.  This  arrangement  being  clear  and  obvious,  is  adapted  to  remove  all 
grounds  of  dispute ;  and  it  secures  the  regular  continuance  of  the  established 
order  of  precedency,  which  might  otherwise  be  subject  to  troublesome  interruptions 
by  new  settiers,  perhaps  not  long  stationaiy  in  the  place. 
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CODE  OF  MEDICAL  ETHICS 

Ot  thb  American  Kbdical  Association — Adopted  1847. 


CHAPTER  I.— Of  the  daties  of  phyBicians  to  their  patients,  and  of  the  obli- 
gations of  patients  to  their  phTsidans. 

Abt.  I. — Of  the  daties  of  ph3r8ician8  to  their  patients. 
Abt.  II.— Of  the  obligations  of  patients  to  their  physicians. 


CHAPTER  n.— Of  the  daties  of  physicians  to  each  other,  and  to  the  profes- 
sion at  lai^. 

Art.  I. — Of  the  daties  of  physicians  for  the  support  of  professional  char- 
acter. 
AsT.  n. — Of  the  daties  of  physicians  in  regard  to  professional  services  to 

each  other. 
Art.  ni. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  in  regard  to  vicarious  offices. 
Art.  IV. — Of  the  daties  of  physicians  in  consultation. 
Art.  v. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  in  cases  of  interference  with  one 

another. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


OP  THE  DUTIES  OP  PHTSICIANS  TO  THEIR    PATIENTS    AND  OP  THE  OBLIGA- 
TIONS OP  PATIENTS  TO  THEIR  PHTSICIANS. 

Art.  L — Duties  o/ph^idans  to  their  patients. 

■ 

^  1.  A  physician  should  not  only  be  ever  ready  to  obey  the  calls  of  the  sick, 
but  his  mind  ought  also  to  be  imbued  with  the  greatness  of  his  mission,  and  the 
responsibility  he  habitually  incurs  in  its  discharge.  Those  obligations  are  the 
more  deep  and  enduring,  because  thers  is  no  tribunal  other  than  his  own  con- 
science, to  adjudge  penalties  for  carelessness  or  neglect.  Physicians  should, 
therefore,  minister  to  the  sick  with  due  impressions  of  the  importance  of  their 
office ;  reflecting  that  the  ease,  the  health,  and  the  lives  of  those  committed  to 
their  charge,  depend  on  their  skill,  attention  and  fidelity.    They  should  study, 
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abo,  in  their  deportment,  so  to  unite  tenderness  with  firmness,  and  condescension 
with  authority f  as  to  inspire  the  minds  of  their  patients  with  gratitade,  respect  and 
confidence. 

4  2.  Every  case  committed  to  the  charge  of  a  physician  should  be  treated  with 
attention,  steadiness  and  humanity.  Reasonable  indulgence  should  be  granted  to 
the  mental  imbecility  and  caprices  of  the  sick.  Secrecy  and  delicacy,  when 
required  by  peculiar  circumstances,  should  be  strictly  ob8er>'ed ;  and  the  familiar 
and  confidential  intercourse  to  which  physicians  are  admitted  in  their  professional 
visits,  should  be  used  with  discretion,  and  with  the  most  scrupulous  regard  to 
fidelity  and  honor.  The  obligation  of  secrecy  extends  beyond  the  period  of  pro- 
fessional services ; — ^none  of  the  privacies  of  personal  and  domestic  life,  no  infirm- 
ity of  disposition  or  flaw  of  character  observed  during  professional  attendance, 
should  ever  be  divulged  by  him  except  when  he  is  imperatively  required  to  do  so. 
The  force  and  necessity  of  this  obligation  are  indeed  so  great,  that  professional 
men  have,  under  certain  circumstances,  been  protected  in  their  observance  of 
secrecy,  by  courts  of  justice. 

^  S.  Frequent  visits  to  the  sick  are  in  general  requisite,  since  they  enable  the 
physician  to  arrive  at  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  disease, — ^to  meet  promptly 
every  change  which  may  occur,  and  also  tend  to  preserve  the  confidence  of  the 
patient.  But  imnocessary  visits  axe  to  be  avoided,  as  they  give  useless  anxiety  to 
the  patient,  tend  to  diminish  the  authority  of  the  physician,  and  render  him  liable 
to  bo  suspected  of  interested  motives. 

§  4.  A  physician  shoidd  not  be  forward  to  make  gloomy  prognostications, 
because  they  savor  of  empiricism,  by  magnifying  the  importance  of  his  servicer  in 
the  treatment  or  cure  of  the  disease.  But  he  should  not  fail,  on  proper  occasions, 
to  give  to  the  friends  of  the  patient  timely  notice  of  danger,  when  it  really  occurs ; 
and  even  to  the  patient  himself,  if  absolutely  necessary.  This  oflice,  however,  is 
so  peculiarly  alarming  when  executed  by  him,  that  it  ought  to  be  declined  when- 
ever it  can  be  assigned  to  any  other  person  of  sufiicient  judgment  and  delicacy. 
For,  the  physician  should  be  the  minister  of  hope  and  comfort  to  the  sick ;  that, 
by  such  cordials  to  the  drooping  spirit,  he  may  smootli  the  bed  of  deaths  revive 
expiring  life,  and  counteract  tlie  depressing  influence  of  those  maladies  which 
often  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  most  resigned,  in  their  last  moments.  The 
life  of  a  sick  person  can  be  shortened  not  only  by  the  acts,  but  also  by  the  words 
or  the  manner  of  a  pliysiciim.  It  is,  therefore,  a  sacred  duty  to  guard  himself 
carefully  in  this  respect,  and  to  avoid  all  things  wliich  have  a  tendency  to  discour- 
age the  patient  and  to  depress  his  spirits. 

^  5.  A  physician  ought  not  to  abandon  a  patient  because  the  case  is  deemed 
incurable ;  for  his  attendance  may  continue  to  be  highly  useful  to  the  patient,  and 
comforting  to  the  relatives  around  him,  even  in  the  last  period  of  a  fatal  malady, 
by  alleviating  pain  and  other  symptoms,  and  by  soothing  mental  anguish.  To 
decline  attendance  under  such  circumstances,  would  be  sacrificing  to  fanciful  del- 
icacy and  mistaken  liberality,  that  moral  duty,  which  is  independent  of,  and  far 
superior  to  all  pecuniary  consideration. 

^  6.  Consultations  should  be  promoted  in  difi[icult  or  protracted  cases,  as  they 
give  rise  to  confidence,  energ}',  and  more  enlarged  views  in  practice* 

§  7.  The  opportunity  which  a  physician  not  unfrequently  enjoys  of  promoting 
and  strengthening  the  good  resolutions  of  his  patients,  suffering  under  the  con8e> 
quences  of  vicious  conduct,  ought  never  to  be  neglected.    His  counsels,  or  even 
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remonstrances,  will  give  satis&ction,  not  offense,  if  they  be  pioffered  with  polite- 
ness, and  eyince  a  genuine  Ioto  of  rirtno,  accompanied  bj  a  sincere  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  person  to  whom  they  are  addressed. 

AsT.  lJ,'-'-Obligatknu  of  patienU  to  their  phfgiciam* 

S  1.  The  members  of  the  medical  profession,  npon  whom  are  enjoined  the  per- 
fonnance  of  so  many  important  and  ardnbns' duties  toward  the  commnnity,  and 
who  are  required  to  make  so  many  sacrifices  of  comfort,  ease,  and  health,  for  the 
wclfiure  of  those  who  avail  themselves  6f  their  services,  certainly  have  a  right  to 
expect  and  require,  that  their  patients  should  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the  duties 
which  they  owe  to  their  medical  attendants. 

^  2.  The  first  duty  of  a  patient  is,  to  select  as  his  medical  adviser  one  who  has 
received  a  regular  professional  education.  In  no  trade  or  occupation,  do  mankind 
rely  on  the  skill  of  an  untaught  artist;  and  in  medicine,  confessedly  the  most 
difficult  and  intricate  of  the  sciences,  the  world  ought  not  to  suppose  that  knowl- 
edge is  intuitive. 

^  3.  Patients  should  prefer  a  physician  whose  habits  of  life  are  regular,  and  who 
is  not  devoted  to  company,  pleasure,  or  to  any  pursuit  incompatible  with  his  pro- 
fftsional  obligations.  A  patient  should,  also^  confide  the  care  of  himself  and  fam- 
ily, as  much  as  possible,  to  one  physician,  for  a  medical  man  who  has  become 
acquainted  with  the  peculiarities  of  constitution,  habits,  and  predispositions,  of 
those  he  attends,  is  more  likely  to  be  successful  in  his  treatment,  than  one  who 
does  not  possess  that  knowledge. 

A  patient  who  has  thus  selected  his  physician,  should  always  apply  for  advice 
in  what  may  appear  to  him  trivial  cases,  for  the  most  fatal  results  often  supervene 
on  the  slightest  accidents.  It  is  of  still  more  importance  that  he  should  apply  for 
assistance  in  the  forming  stage  of  violent  diseases ;  it  is  to  a  neglect  of  this  pre- 
cept that  medicine  owes  much  of  the  uncertainty  and  imperfection  with  which  it 
has  been  reproached. 

4  4.  Fataonts  should  faithfully  and  unreservedly  communicate  to  their  physician 
the  supposed  cause  of  their  disease.  This  is  the  more  important,  as  many  diseases 
of  a  mental  origin  simulate  those  depending  on  external  causes,  and  yet  are  only 
to  be  cured  by  ministering  to  the  mind  diseased.  A  patient  should  never  be  afraid 
of  thus  making  his  physician  his  friend  and  adviser ;  he  should  always  bear  in  mind 
that  a  medical  man  is  under  the  strongest  obligations  of  secrecy.  Even  the  female 
sex  should  never  allow  feelings  of  shame  or  delicacy  to  prevent  their  disclosing  the 
seat,  symptoms  and  causes  of  complaints  peculiar  to  them.  However  commend- 
able a  modest  reserve  may  be  in  the  common  occurrences  of  life,  its  strict  observ- 
ance in  medicine  is  often  attended  with  the  most  serious  consequences,  and  a 
potient  may  sink  under  a  painful  and  loathsome  disease,  which  mig^t  have  been 
readily  prevented  had  timely  intimation  been  given  to  the  physician. 

^  5.  A  patient  should  never  weary  his  physician  with  a  tedious  detail  of  events 
or  matters  not  appertaining  to  his  disease.  Even  as  relates  to  his  actual  symp- 
toms, he  will  convey  much  more  real  information  by  giving  clear  answers  to  inter- 
rogatories, than  by  the  most  minute  account  of  his  own  framing.  Neither  should 
he  obtrude  the  details  of  his  business  nor  the  history  of  his  fiunily  concerns. 

\  6.  The  obedience  of  a  patient  to  the  prescriptions  of  his  physician  should  be 
prompt  and  implicit.    He  should  never  permit  his  own  crude  opinions  as  to  their 
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fitneu,  to  toflaenoe  his  attention  to  them.  A  fiulore  in  one  particnlar  may  lender 
an  oAerwise  judicioiu  treatment  dangerous,  and  even  fatal.  This  remark  U 
eqoally  applicable  to  diet,  drink,  and  exerdse.  '  As  patients  become  conyalesoent 
they  are  very  apt  to  suppose  that  the  roles  prescribed  for  them  may  be  disregarded, 
and  the  consequence  but  too  often,  is  a  relapse.  Patients  should  neyer  allow 
themselves  to  be  persuaded  to  take  any  medicine  whateyer,  that  may  be  recom- 
mended to  them  by  the  self-constituted  doctors  and  doctresses,  who  are  so  fre- 
quently met  with,  and  who  pretend  to  possess  infallible  remedies  for  the  cure  of 
every  disease.  However  simple  some  of  their  prescriptions  may  appear  to  be,  it 
often  happens  that  they  are  productive  of  much  mischief,  and  in  all  cases  they  are 
injurious,  by  contravening  the  plan  of  treatment  adopted  by  the  physidan. 

^  7.  A  patient  should,  if  possible,  avoid  even  the  friendljf  visits  of  a  physician 
who  is  not  attending  him,— and  when  he  does  receive  them,  he  should  never  con- 
verse on  the  subject  of  his  disease,  as  an  observation  may  be  made  without  any 
intention  of  interference,  which  may  destroy  his  confidence  in  the  course  he  is 
pursuing,  and  induce  him  to  neglect  the  directions  prescribed  to  him.  A  patient- 
should  never  send  for  a  consulting  phjrsician  without  the  express  consent  of  his 
own  medical  attendant.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  physicians  should  act  in 
concert ;  for,  although  their  modes  of  treatment  may  be  attended  with  equal  suc- 
cess when  employed  singly,  yet  conjointiy  they  are  very  likely  to  be  productyr e 
of  disastrous  results. 

S  8.  When  a  patient  wishes  to  dismiss  his  physician,  justice  and  common  cour- 
tesy require  that  he  should  declare  his  reasons  for  so  doing. 

\  9.  Patients  should  always,  when  practicable,  send  for  their  physician  in  the 
morning,  before  his  usual  hour  of  going  out ;  for,  by  being  early  aware  of  the 
visits  he  has  to  pay  during  the  day,  the  physician  is  able  to  apportion  his  time  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  an  interference  of  engagements.  Patients  should 
also  avoid  calling  on  their  medical  adviser  unnecessarily  during  the  hours  devoted 
to  meals  or  sleep.  They  should  always  be  in  readiness  to  receive  the  visits  of 
their  physician,  as  the  detention  of  a  few  minutes  is  often  of  serious  inconvenience 
to  him. 

4  10.  A  patient  should,  after  his  recovery,  entertain  a  just  and  enduring  sense 
of  the  value  of  the  services  rendered  him  by  his  physician ;  for  these  are  of  such  a 
character,  that  no  mere  pecuniary  acknowledgment  can  repay  or  cancel  them. 


CHAPTER  n. 

OP  TRB  DUTIES  OF  PHYSICIANS  TO  EACH  OTHBB,  AND  TO  THE  PBOFEBBION 

AT  LABOB. 

Abt.  I. — Duties  for  the  support  ofprofessional  character, 

S  1 .  Every  individual,  on  entering  the  profession,  as  he  becomes  thereby  entitled 
to  all  its  privileges  and  immunities,  incurs  an  obligation  to  exert  his  best  abilities  to 
miLintftin  its  dignity  and  honor,  to  exalt  its  standing,  and  to  extend  the  bounds  of  its 
usefulness.    He  should  therefore  observe  strictiy,  such  laws  as  are  instituted  for  the 
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gpyeniment  of  its  members ;— should  avoid  all  contnmelioos  and  sarcastic 
remarks  relatiye  to  the  faculty,  as  a  body ;  and  whUe,  by  unwearied  diligence,  he 
resorts  to  every  honorable  means  of  enriching  the  science,  he  should  entertain  a 
due  respect  for  his  seniors,  who  have,  by  their  labors,  brought  it  to  the  elevated 
condition  in  which  he  finds  it. 

\  2.  OThere  is  no  profession,  from  the  members  of  which  greater  purity  of  char- 
acter, and  a  higher  standard  of  moral  excellence  are  required,  than  the  medical ; 
and  to  attain  such  eminence,  is  a  duty  every  physician  owes  alike  to  his  profession, 
and  to  his  patients.  It  is  due  to  the  latter,  as  without  it  he  can  not  command 
their  respect  and  confidence,  and  to  both,  because  no  scientific  attainments  can 
compensate  for  the  want  of  correct  moral  principles.  It  is  also  incumbent  ppon 
the  faculty  to  be  temperate  in  all  things,  for  the  practice  of  physic  requires  the 
unremitting  exercise  of  a  clear  and  vigorous  understanding ;  and,  on  emergencies 
for  which  no  professional  man  should  be  unprepared,  a  steady  hand,  an  acute  eye, 
and  an  unclouded  head  may  be  essential  to  the  well-being,  and  even  to  the  life,  of 
a  fellow  creature. 

4  3.  It  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  profession,  to  resort  to  public  adver- 
tisements or  private  cards  or  handbills,  inviting  the  attention  of  individuals 
affected  with  particular  diseases — ^publicly  offering  advice  and  medicine  to  the 
poor  gratiB,  or  promising  radical  cures ;  or  to  publish  cases  and  operations  in  the 
daily  prints  or  suffer  such  publications  to  be  made ; — to  invite  laymen  to  be  pres- 
ent at  operations, — to  boast  of  cures  and  remedies, — ^to  adduce  certificates  of  skill 
and  success,  or  to  perform  any  other  similar  acts.  These  are  the  ordinary  prac- 
tices of  empirics,  and  are  highly  reprehensible  in  a  regular  physician. 

\  4.  Equally  derogatory  to  professional  character  is  it,  for  a  {ihysician  to  hold 
a  patent  for  any  surgical  instrument,  or  medicine ;  or  to  dispense  a  secret  nostrunif 
whether  it  be  the  composition  or  exclusive  property  of  himself,  or  of  others.  For, 
if  such  nostrum  be  of  real  efficacy,  any  concealment  regarding  it  is  inconsistent 
with  beneficence  and  professional  liberality ;  and,  if  mystery  alone  give  it  value 
and  importance,  such  craft  implies  either  disgraceful  ignoranoe,  or  fraudulent 
avarice.  It  is  also  reprehensible  for  physicians  to  give  certificates  attesting  the 
efficacy  of  patent  or  secret  medicines,  or  in  any  way  to  promote  the  use  of-  them. 

Abt*  n. — Pro/esiioned  Bervices  of  physicians  to  each  other, 

5  1.  All  practitioners  of  medicine,  their  wives,  and  their  children  while  under 
the  paternal  care,  are  entitled  to  the  gratuitous  services  of  any  one  or  more  of  the 
faculty  residing  near  them,  whose  assistance  may  be  desired.  A  physician 
afflicted  with  disease  is  usually  an  incompetent  judge  of  his  own  case ;  and  the 
natural  anxiety  and  solicitude  which  he  experiences  at  the  sickness  of  a  wife,  a 
child,  or  any  one  who  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity  is  rendered  peculiarly  dear  to 
him,  tend  to  obscure  his  judgment,  and  produce  timidity  and  irresolution  in  his 
practice.  Under  such  circumstances,  medical  men  are  peculiarly  dependent  upon 
each  other,  and  kind  offices  and  professional  aid  should  always  be  cheerfully  and 
gratuitously  afforded.  Visits  ought  not,  however,  to  be  obtruded  officiously ;  as 
such  unasked  civility  may  give  rise  to  embarrassment,  or  interfere  with  that 
choice,  on  idiich  confidence  depends.  But,  if  a  distant  member  of  the  fiumlty, 
whole  drcnmstanoes  are  affluent,  request  attendance,  and  an  honorarium  bt 
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(^forad,  it  should  not  be  dedinod ;  for  no  pecaniary  obligation  ought  to  be  imposed, 
n^ich  the  party  receiving  it  would  with  not  to  incur. 

Art.  III. — 0/tke  dtitieB  of  physicians  as  respects  vicarious  offices, 

^  1.  The  affairs  of  life,  the  pursuit  of  health,  and  the  yarious  accidents  and 
contingencies  to  which  a  medical  man  is  peculiarly  exposed,  sometimes  require 
him  temporarily  to  withdraw  from  his  duties  to  his  patients,  and  to  request  some 
of  his  professional  brethren  to  officiate  for  him.  Compliance  witii  this  request  is 
an  act  of  courtesy,  which  should  always  be  performed  with  the  utmost  considerar 
tion  for  the  interest  and  character  of  the  family  physician,  and  when  exercised  for 
a  short  period,  all  the  pecuniary  obligations  for  such  service  should  be  awarded  to 
him.  But  if  a  member  of  tlie  profession  neglect  his  business  in  quest  of  pleasure 
and  amusement,  he  can  not  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the  advantages  of  the 
frequent  and  long-continued  exercise  of  this  fraternal  courtesy,  without  awarding 
to  the  physician  who  officiates  the  fees  arising  from  the  discharge  of  his  profes- 
sional duties. 

In  obstetrical  and  important  surgical  cases,  which  give  rise  to  unusual  fatigue, 
anxiety  and  responsibility,  it  is  just  that  the  fees  accruing  therefrom  should  be 
awarded  to  the  physician  who  officiates. 

Art.  IV. — 0/  the  duties  of  physicians  in  regard  to  consultations. 

^  1 .  A  regular  medical  education  furnishes  the  only  presumptive  evidence  of 
professional  abilities  and  acquirements,  and  ought  to  be  the  only  acknowledged 
right  of  an  individual  to  the  exercise  and  honors  of  his  profession.  Nevertheless, 
as  in  consultations  the  good  of  the  patient  is  the  solo  object  in  \'iew,  and  this  is 
ofben  dependent  on  personal  confidence,  no  intelligent  regular  practitioner,  who 
has  a  license  to  practice  from  some  mcdjcal  board  of  known  and  acknowledged 
respectability,  recognized  by  this  association,  and  who  is  in  good  moral  and  pro- 
feaaional  standing  in  the  place  in  which  he  resides,  should  be  fastidiously  excluded 
from  fisllowsfaip,  or  his  aid  reftised  in  consultation  when  it  is  requested  by  the 
patient.  But  no  one  can  be  considered  as  a  regular  practitioner,  or  a  fit  asso- 
ciate in  consultation,  whose  practice  is  based  on  an  exclusive  dogma,  to  the 
rejection  of  the  accumulated  experience  of  the  profession,  and  of  the  aids  actually 
furnished  by  anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  and  organic  chemistry. 

^  2.  In  consultations  no  rivalship  or  jealousy  should  be  indulged;  candor, 
probity,  and  all  due  respect  should  be  exercised  toward  the  physician  having 
charge  of  the  case. 

^  3.  In  consultations  the  attending  physician  should  be  the  first  to  propose  the 
necessary  questions  to  the  sick ;  after  which  the  consulting  ph3rBician  should  have 
the  opportunity  to  make  such  further  inquiries  of  the  patient  as  may  be  necessary 
to  satisfy  him  of  the  true  character  of  the  case.  Both  physicians  should  then 
retire  to  a  private  place  for  deliberation ;  and  the  one  first  in  attendance  should 
communicate  the  directions  agreed  upon  to  the  patient  or  his  friends,  as  well  as 
any  opinions  which  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  express.  But  no  statement  or 
discussion  of  it  should  take  place  before  the  patient  or  his  friends,  except  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  faculty  attending,  and  by  their  common  consent ;  and  no  opin- 
ions or  prognostications  should  be  delivered,  which  am  not  the  remit  of  pvevioos 
deliberation  and  concurrence. 
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^  4.  In  oonsnltatioiu,  the  physician  in  attendance  should  deliver  his  opinion 
first ;  and  when  there  are  several  consulting,  they  should  deliver  their  opinions  in 
the  order  in  which  they  have  been  called  in.  No  decision,  however,  should 
restrain  the  attending  physician  from  making  such  variations  in  the  mode  of  treat- 
ment, as  any  subsequent  unexpected  change  in  the  character  of  the  case  may 
demand.  But  such  variation  and  the  reasons  for  it  ought  to  be  carefully  detailed 
at  the  next  meeting  in  consultation.  The  same  privilege  belongs  also  to  the  con- 
sulting physician  if  he  is  sent  for  in  an  emetgency,  when  the  regular  attendant  is 
out  of  the  way,  and  similar  explanations  must  be  made  by  him,  at  the  next  con- 
sultation. 

4 '  5.  The  utmost  punctuality  should  be  observed  in  the  visits  of  physicians 
when  they  are  to  hold  consultation  together,  and  this  is  generally  practicable,  for 
society  has  been  considerate  enough  to  allow  the  plea  of  a  professional  engage- 
ment to  take  precedence  of  all  others,  and  to  be  an  ample  reason  for  the  relin- 
quishment of  any  present  occupation.  But  as  professional  engagements  may 
sometimes  interfere,  and  delay  one  of  the  parties,  the  physician  who  first  arrives 
should  wait  for  bis  associate  a  reasonable  period,  after  which  the  consultation 
should  be  considered  as  postponed  to  a  new  appointment.  If  it  be  the  attending 
physician  who  is  present,  he  will  of  course  see  the  patient  and  prescribe ;  but  if  it 
be  the  consulting  one,  he  should  retire,  except  in  case  of  emergency,  or  when  he 
has  been  called  from  a  considerable  distance,  in  which  latter  case  he  may  examine 
the  patient,  and  give  his  opinion  in  writing  and  under  seal,  to  be  delivered  to  his 
associate. 

^  6.  In  consultations,  theoretical  discussions  should  be  avoided,  as  occasioning 
perplexity  and  loss  of  time.  For  there  may  be  much  diversity  of  opinion  con- 
cerning speculative  points,  with  perfect  agreement  in  those  modes  of  practice 
which  are  founded,  not  on  hypothesis,  but  on  experience  and  observation. 

\  7.  All  discussions  in  consultation  should  be  held  as  secret  and  confidential. 
Neither  by  words  nor  manner  should  any  of  the  parties  to  a  consultation  assert  or 
insinuate,  that  any  part  of  the  treatment  pursued  did  not  receive  his  assent.  The 
responsibility  must  be  equally  divided  be^veen  the  medical  attendants, — they 
must  equally  share  the  credit  of  success  as  well  as  the  blame  of  failure. 

^  8.  Should  an  irreconcilable  diversity  of  opinion  occur  when  several  physiciana 
are  called  upon  to  consult  together,  the  opinion  of  the  majority  should  be  consid- 
ered as  decisive ;  but  if  the  numbers  be  equal  on  each  side,  then  the  decision  should 
rest  with  the  attending  physician.  It  may,  moreover,  sometimes  happen,  that 
two  physicians  can  not  agree  in  their  views  of  the  nature  of  a  case,  and  the  treat- 
ment to  be  pursued.  This  is  a  circumstance  much  to  bo  deplored,  and  should 
always  be  avoided,  if  possible,  by  mutual  concessions,  as  far  as  they  can  be  justi- 
fied by  a  conscientious  regard  for  the  dictates  of  judgment.  But  in  the  event  of 
its  occurrence,  a  third  physician  should,  if  practicable,  be  called  to  act  as  umpire, 
and  if  circumstances  prevent  the  adoption  of  this  course,  it  must  be  left  to  the 
patient  to  select  the  physician  in  whom  he  is  most  willing  to  confide.  But  aa 
every  physician  relies  upon  the  rectitude  of  his  judgment,  he  should,  when  left 
in  the  minority,  politely  and  consistently  retire  from  any  further  deliberation  in 
the  consultation,  or  participation  in  the  management  of  the  case. 

\  9.  As  circumstances  sometimes  occur  to  render  a  5;)ecta/  consultation  desirable, 
when  the  continued  attendance  of  two  physicians  might  be  objectionable  to  the 
patient,  the  member  of  the  fticultv  whose  as<;istance  is  required  in  such  cases, 
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should  sednlonslj  guard  against  all  future' unsolicited  attendance.  As  such  con- 
sultations require  an  extraordinary  portion  both  of  time  and  attention,  at  least  a 
double  honorarium  may  be  reasonably  expected. 

4  10.  A  physician  who  is  called  upon  to  consult,  should  observe  the  most  hon- 
orable and  scrupulous  regard  for  the  character  and  standing  of  the  practitioner  in 
attendance :  the  practice  of  the  latter,  if  necessary,  should  be  justified  as  far  as  it 
can  be,  consistently  with  a  conscientious  regard  for  truth,  and  no  hint  or  insinuar 
tion  should  be  thrown  out,  which  could  impair  the  confidence  reposed  in  him,  or 
affect  his  reputation.  The  consulting  physician  should  also  carefully  refrain  fi;x>m 
any  of  those  extraordinary  attentions  or  assiduities,  which  are  too  often  practiced 
by  the  dishonest  for  the  base  purpose  of  gaining  applause,  or  ingratiating  them- 
selves into  the  favor  of  families  and  individuals. 

Abt.  V. — Duties  of  physicians  in  cases  of  interference. 

4  1 .  Medicine  is  a  liberal  profession,  and  those  admitted  into  its  ranks  should 
found  their  expectations  of  practice  upon  the  extent  of  their  qualifications,  not  on 
intrigue  or  artifice. 

^  2.  A  physician,  in  his  intercourse  with  a  patient  under  the  care  of  another 
practitioner,  should  observe  the  strictest  caution  and  reserve.  No  meddling 
inquiries  should  be  made ;  no  disingenuous  hints  given  relative  to  the  nature  and 
treatment  of  his  disorder ;  nor  any  course  of  conduct  pursued  that  may  directly  or 
indirectly  tend  to  diminish  the  trust  reposed  in  the  physician  employed. 

4  3.  The  same  circumspection  and  reserve  should  be  observed,  when,  from 
motives  of  business  or  friendship,  a  physician  is  prompted  to  visit  an  individual 
who  is  under  the  direction  of  another  practitioner.  Indeed,  such  visits  should  be 
avoided,  except  under  peculiar  circumstances,  and  when  they  are  made,  no  par- 
ticular inquiries  should  be  instituted  relative  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  or  the 
remedies  employed,  but  the  topics  of  conversation  should  be  as  foreign  to  the 
case  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

^  4.  A  physician  ought  not  to  take  charge  of,  or  prescribe  for  a  patient  who 
has  recently  been  under  the  care  of  another  member  of  the  faculty  in  the  same 
illness,  except  in  cases  of  sudden  emergency,  or  in  consultation  with  the  physician 
previously  in  attendance,  or  when  the  latter  has  relinquished  the  case  or  been 
regularly  notified  that  his  services  are  no  longer  desired.  Under  such  circum- 
stances no  unjust  and  illiberal  insinuations  should  be  thrown  out  in  relation  to 
the  conduct  or  practice  previously  pursued,  which  should  be  justified  as  far  as 
candor,  and  regard  for  truth  and  probity  will  permit ;  for  it  often  happens,  that 
patients  become  dissatisfied  when  they  do  not  experience  immediate  relief,  and, 
as  many  diseases  are  naturally  protracted,  the  want  of  success,  in  the  first  stage 
of  treatment,  affords  no  evidence  of  a  lack  of  professional  knowledge  and  skill. 

§  5.  When  a  physician  is  called  to  an  urgent  case,  because  the  family  attendant 
is  not  at  hand,  he  ought,  unless  his  assistance  in  consultation  be  desired,  to  resign 
the  care  of  the  patient  to  the  latter  immediately  on  his  arrival. 

\  6.  It  often  happens,  in  cases  of  sudden  illness,  or  of  recent  accidents  and 
injuries,  owing  to  the  alarm  and  anxiety  of  friends,  that  a  number  of  physicians 
are  simultaneously  sent  for.  Under  these  circumstances  courtesy  should  assign 
the  patient  to  the  first  who  arrives,  who  should  select  from  those  present,  any 
additional  assistance  that  he  may  deem  necessary.    In  all  such  cases,  however 
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the  practitioner  who  officiates,  should  request  the  family  physician,  if  there  be  one, 
to  be  called,  and,  unless  his  further  attendance  be  requested,  should  resign  the 
case  to  the  latter  on  his  aniral. 

^  7.  When  a  physician  is  called  to  the  patient  of  another  practitioner,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sickness  or  absence  of  the  latter,  he  ought,  on  the  return  or  recovery 
of  the  regular  attendant,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  patient,  to  surrender  the 
case. 

^  8.  A  physician,  when  visiting  a  sick  person  in  the  country,  may  be  desired  to 
see  a  neighboring  patient  who  is  under  the  direction  of  another  physician,  in  con- 
sequence of  some  sudden  change  or  aggravation  of  symptoms.  The  conduct  to 
be  pursued  on  such  an  occasion  is  to  give  advice  adapted  to  present  circum- 
stances ;  to  interfere  no  further  than  is  absolutely  necessary  with  the  general  plan 
of  treatment ;  to  assume  no  future  direction,  unless  it  be  expressly  desired ;  and, 
in  this  last  case,  to  request  an  immediate  consultation  with  the  practitioner 
previously  employed. 

4  9.  A  wealthy  physician  should  not  give  advice  gratis  to  the  affluent;  because 
his  doing  so  is  an  injury  to  his  professional  brethren.  The  office  of  a  physician 
can  never  be  supported  as  an  exclusively  beneficent  one ;  and  it  is  defrauding,  in 
some  degree,  the  common  funds  for  its  support,  when  fees  are  dispensed  witii, 
which  might  justiy  be  claimed. 

410.  When  a  physician  who  has  been  engaged  to  attend  a  case  of  midwifery  is 
absent,  and  another  is  sent  for,  if  delivery  is  accomplished  during  the  attendance 
of  the  latter,  he  is  entitled  to  the  fee,  but  should  resign  the  patient  to  the  practi- 
tioner first  engaged. 

Art.  VI. — Of  differences  between  physicians. 

4  1.  Diversity  of  opinion,  and  opposition  of  interest,  may,  in  the  medical,  as  in 
other  professions,  sometimes  occasion  controversy  and  even  contention.  When- 
ever such  cases  unfortunately  occur,  and  can  not  be  immediately  terminated,  they 
should  be  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  a  sufficient  number  of  physicians,  dr  a 
oovH-medicdl, 

As  peculiar  reserve  must  be  maintained  by  physicians  toward  the  pnblic/m 
regard  to  professional  matters,  and  as  there  exist  numerous  points  in  medical 
et^cs  and  etiquette  through  which  the  feelings  of  medical  men  may  be  painfully 
assailed  in  their  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  which  can  not  be  onderstood  or 
appreciated  by  general  society,  neither  the  subject  matter  of  such  differences  nor 
the  adjudication  of  the  ajrbitrators  should  be  made  public,  as  publicity  in  a  case  of 
this  nature  may  be  personally  ixyurious  to  the  individuals  oonoemed,  and  caa 
hardly  fail  to  bring  discredit  on  the  fiumlty. 

AsT.  Vll.^(y  pecimianf  acknowledgments.  • 

i  1.  Some  general  rules  should  be  adopted  by  the  fieunilty,  in  every  town  or 
district,  relative  to  pecuniary  adcnowUdgmenis  from  their  patients ;  and  it  should 
be  deemed  a  point  of  honor  to  adhere  to  these  rules  with  as  mnch  nnifonnity  as 
varying  circnmstaaoes  will  admit 
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CHAPTER  III. 

OF   THE  DUTIES   OF   TBE    PBOFES8ION   TO   THE    PUBLIC,   AND    OF    THE    OBLI- 
GATIONS OF   THE  PUBLIC   TO  THE  PBOFEdSION. 

Abt.  I. — Duties  of  the  profession  to  the  public. 

^  1 .  As  good  citizens,  it  is  the  duty  of  physicians  to  be  ever  vigilant  for  the  wel- 
faie  of  the  community,  and  to  bear  their  part  in  sustaining  its  institutions  and  bur- 
dens ;  they  should  also  be  ever  ready  to  give  counsel  to  the  public  in  relation  to 
matters  especially  appertaining  to  their  profession,  as  on  subjects  of  medical  police, 
public  hygiene,  and  legal  medicine.  It  is  their  province  to  enlighten  the  public  in 
regard  to  quarantine  regulations, — ^tho  location,  arrangement,  and  dietaries  of  hos- 
pitals, asylums,  schools,  prisons,  and  similar  institutions, — ^in  relation  to  the  medical 
police  of  towns,  as  drainage,  ventilation,  &c., — and  in  regard  to  measures  for  the 
prevention  of  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases ;  and  when  pestilence  prevails,  it 
is  their  duty  to  face  the  danger,  and  to  continue  their  labors  for  the  alleviation  of 
the  suffering,  even  at  the  jeopardy  of  their  own  lives. 

4  2.  Medical  men  should  also  be  always  ready,  when  called  on  by  the  legally 
constituted  authorities,  to  enlighten  coroners'  inquests  and  courts  of  justice,  on 
subjects  strictly  medical, — such  as  involve  questions  relating  to  sanity,  legitimacy, 
murder  by  poisons  or  other  violent  means,  and  in  regard  to  the  various  other  sub- 
jects embraced  in  the  science  of  Medical  Jurisprudence.  But  in  these  cases,  and 
especially  where  they  are  required  to  make  a  post-mortem  examination,  it  is  just, 
in  consequence  of  the  time,  labor  and  skill  required,  and  the  responsibility  and 
risk  they  incur,  that  the  public  should  award  diem  a  proper  honorarium. 

^  3.  There  is  no  profession,  by  liie  members  of  which,  eleemosynary  services 
are  more  liberally  dispensed,  than  the  medical,  but  justice  requires  that  some 
limits  should  be  placed  to  the  performance  of  such  good  offices.  Poverty,  profes" 
sional  brotherhood,  and  certain  public  duties  referred  to  in  section  1  of  this 
chapter,  should  always  be  recognized  as  presenting  valid  claims  for  gratuitous 
services ;  but  neither  institutions  endowed  by  the  public  or  by  rich  individuals, 
societies  for  mutual  benefit,  for  the  insurance  of  lives  or  for  analogous  purposes, 
nor  any  profession  or  occupation,  can  be  admitted  to  possess  such  privilege.  Nor 
can  it  be  justly  expected  of  physicians  to  furnish  certificates  of  inability  to  serve 
on  juries,  to  perform  militia  duty,  or  to  testify  to  the  state  of  health  of  persons 
wishing  to  insure  their  lires,  obtain  pensioBs,  or  the  like,  without  a  pecuniary 
acknowledgment.  But  to  individuals  in  indigent  drcumstanoes,  sudi  profee- 
sional  services  should  always  be  cheerfully  and  freely  accorded. 

4  4.  It  is  the  duty  of  physicians,  who  are  frequent  witnesses  of  the  enormities 
committed  by  quackery,  and,  the  injury  to  health  and  even  destruction  of  life 
caused  by  the  use  of  quack  medicines,  to  enlighten  the  public  on  these  subjects,  to 
expose  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  unwary  fix)m  the  devices  and  pretensions  of 
artftd  empirics  and  impostors.  Physidans  ought  to  use  all  the  influence  which 
they  may  possess,  as  professors  in  Colleges  of  Pharmacy,  and  by  exereising  their 
option  in  regard  to  the  shops  to  which  their  preecriptioiis  shall  be  sent,  to  dis- 
courage dmggiBts  and  apothecaries  firom  vending  quack  or  secret  medicines,  or 
from  being  in  any  way  engaged  in  their  suum&ctnre  «ad  sale. 
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Akt.  II. — Oblivions  of  the  public  to  physicians. 

S  1.  Tho  benefits  accruing  to  the  public^  directly  and  indirectly,  from  the  active 
and  unwearied  beneficence  of  the  profession,  are  so  numerous  and  important,  that 
physicians  are  justly  entitled  to  the  utmost  consideration  and  respect  from  the 
community.  The  public  ought  likewise  to  entertain  a  just  appreciation  of  medical 
qualifications ; — ^to  make  a  proper  discrimination  between  true  science  and  the 
assumptions  of  ignorance  and  empiricism, — ^to  afford  every  encouragement  and 
facility  for  the  acquisition  of  medical  education,— ;and  no  longer  to  allow  the 
statute  books  to  exhibit  the  anomaly  of  exacting  knowledge  from  physicians, 
under  liability  to  heavy  penalties,  and  of  making  them  obnoxious  to  piuishment 
for  resorting  to  the  only  means  of  obtaining  it. 


BY  A.   W.  BABROWS,   M.  D. 

[Read  before  the  "Hartford  Medical  Society,"  and  publiahed  in  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  bj  request  of  the  members.] 

Dr.  Archibald  Welch  was  the  youngest  son  of  the  late  Rev. 
Moses  Cook  "Welch,  D.  D.,  and  was  bom  in  Mansfield,  Windham 
county,  Ct.,  March  13, 1794.  He  was  educated  under  the  watchful 
eye  of  his  father.  During  his  younger  years  he  attended  the  com- 
mon district  school ;  but  he  was  instructed  in  the  languages  and 
higher  English  branches,  by  his  father  himself. 

In  the  autumn  of  1813,  he  entered  the  office  of  the  late  Joseph 
Palmer,  M.  D.,  of  Ashford,  in  this  State,  a  physician  and  surgeon  of 
considerable  celebrity,  and  enjoying  an  extensive  practice  in  his  own 
and  neighboring  parishes.  He  remained  with  Dr.  Palmer  as  a  student 
of  medicine  during  the  next  three  years,  except  the  time  spent  in 
attending  two  courses  of  lectures  at  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale 
College.  Receiving  a  license,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  his  native  town  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-two  years.  And  not- 
withstanding the  usual  prejudice  against  employing  a  young  man  in 
such  responsible  duties  as  devolve  on  a  physician,  he  soon  received 
the  patronage  and  confidence  of  the  community  to  a  liberal  extent. 

In  December,  1832,  he  accepted  an  invitation  from  the  late  S.  B. 
Woodward,  M.  D.,  then  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  to  occupy  the  place 
he  was  about  to  leave ;  and  in  the  same  season  Dr.  Welch  removed 
to  that  town.  His  reputation  as  a  well-educated  and  successful 
physician,  his  gentlemanly  demeanor  and  pleasing  address,  at  once 
introduced  him  into  the  best  families  of  the  place,  and  won  for  him 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people  in  his  new  field. 

In  1836,  by  the  recommendation  of  the  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society,  he  received  the  honorary  degree  of  M.  D.  from 
Tale  College. 
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After  sixteen  years'  residence  in  Wethersfield,  he  became  con- 
vinced, as  he  has  himself  stated,  "  that  he  could  no  longer  endore  the 
hardships  of  the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  country.'*  He  therefore 
decided,  though  with  great  reluctance,  that  it  was  his  duty  to  exchange 
that  post  for  one  which  would  not  make  such  drafts  upon  his  strength. 
Before  leaving,  he  was  strongly  solicited  by  his  numerous  friends  to 
abandon  his  purpose  and  continue  with  them.  A  communication 
was  received  by  him,  signed  by  more  than  fifty  families  of  the  place, 
ur^ng  him  to  remain. 

His  reason  for  selecting  Hartford  as  the  place  of  his  future  prac- 
tice, I  will  state  in  his  own  words.  "  I  did  not  prefer  Hartford 
because  I  considered  it  deficient  in  number  or  ability  of  medical  men. 
But  being  somewhat  intimately  acquainted  with  them  and  their 
social  and  honorable  qualities,  I  was  desirous  to  avail  myself  of  the 
benefit  and  pleasure  of  their  society."  He  therefore  removed  to 
Hartford  in  December,.  1848.  Of  his  success  in  his  profession,  his 
standing  in  the  estimation  of  his  medical  brethren,  and  his  apprecia- 
tion by  the  public  in  this  vicinity,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  speak 
at  length.  With  his  professional  career,  you,  gentlemen,  are  all 
familiar.  I  will,  therefore,  only  say  that  when  Dr.  Welch  came  to 
our  city  he  was  preceded  by  a  well-grounded  reputation,  which  con- 
tinually increased  with  his  acquaintance  with  our  citizens.  For  many 
years  he  had  enjoyed  the  high  esteem  and  respect  of  the  members  of 
the  profession,  and  his  fidelity  and  skill  were  rewarded  by  the  confi- 
dence and  liberal  patronage  of  the  community. 

In  practice,  he  did  not  study  to  distinguish  himself  in  any  particu- 
lar branch  more  than  another,  whether  of  medicine  or  of  surgery, 
but  ever  held  himself  ready  for  whatever  he  might  be  called  to  treat. 
Dr.  Welch  was  a  close  observer.  He  studied  the  character  of  dis- 
ease at  the  bedside.  In  prescribing  for  the  sick,  he  was  deliberate 
and  careful,  ordinarily  using  mild  means,  and  trusting  much  to  the 
powers  of  nature  for  the  removal  of  disease ;  yet  he  was  prompt  in 
adopting  active  measures  in  those  cases  where  they  were  required. 
He  was  exact  as  to  doses,  and  particular  and  definite  in  his  directions. 
His  intercourse  with  the  sick  was  distinguished  by  kindly  interest, 
gentleness  of  manner,  and  unusual  self-possession.  He  was  familiar 
but  chaste  in  his  language,  listening  with  patient  attention  to  the 
history  of  their  complaints.  In  ftivestigating  disease  he  was  thor- 
ough, at  the  same  time  treating  his  patients  with  great  delicacy  and 
kindness.  In  his  examination  of  patients,  he  made  them  feel  that  he 
gave  himself  up  wholly  for  the  time  to  them. 
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His  relations  with  the  members  of  the  profession  were  almost 
without  exception  the  most  pleasant  and  happy.  He  had  their  con- 
fidence, and  was  often  called  by  them  in  consultation.  His  treat- 
ment of  them  was  marked  by  fairness  and  a  high  sense  of  honor. 
Dr.  Welch  loved  the  society  of  his  medical  brethren,  and  his  social 
intercourse  with  them  was  characterized  by  fraternal  sympathy  and 
regard.  He  was  strongly  attached  to  his  old  associates,  men  of  his 
own  age,  with  whom  he  had  borne  the  common  responsibilities  and 
cares  of  medical  practice.  He  also  felt  a  peculiar  interest  in  the 
young  men  of  the  profession.  His  manner  with  them  was  very 
friendly  and  companionable,  and  he  took  pleasure  in  imparting  to 
them  the  fruits  of  his  experience.  In  this  way  he  won  the  warm 
regard  of  the  young  physicians  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  Few 
men  were  more  generally  acquainted  with  the  physicians  of  our 
State,  or  had  more  personal  friends  among  them. 

Dr.  W.  placed  a  high  estimate  upon  the  benefits  accruing  to  the 
profession,  from  medical  societies  and  associations,  and  sought  by  all 
means  in  his  power  to  contribute  to  their  support  and  efficiency. 
He  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  State  Medical  Society , 
and  made  his  arrangements  to  attend  its  annual  conventions,  allow- 
ing no  ordinary  business  to  deter  him  from  being  present  on  these 
occasions. 

He  was  very  hospitable,  and  enjoyed  the  company  of  his  firiends 
at  his  own  fireside,  and  around  his  own  table.  Very  many  of  these 
will  always  remember  the  cheerful  welcome  they  received  at  his 
door,  and  the  gratification  they  imparted  bh  well  as  enjoyed  at  his 
house. 

His  disposition  was  naturally  quick ;  but  by  self-culture  had  been 
subdued  to  almost  unvarying  evenness  and  sweetness.  He  had  an 
earnest  belief  in  whatever  opinion  he  held,  and  in  general  quite  as 
earnest  conviction  of  the  erroneous  character  of  opposite  views.  It 
is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  such  a  mind  should  make  less 
account  than  is  sometimes  necessary,  of  the  force  of  constitutional 
or  educational  bias  in  the  formation  of  intellectual  views.  It  was 
his  disposition  to  judge  of  the  correctness  of  a  proposition  by  its 
moral  bearings.  Hence  questions  of  propriety,  or  policy,  or  expe- 
diency, had  to  pass  a  double  scrutiny  before  they  were  approved  by 
him.  It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  he  should  pronounce  severe 
judgments  upon  those  who  seemed  to  disregard  the  moral  bearings  of 
a  question,  in  accepting  the  cold  deductions  of  logic 

The  principles  of  Christianity  lay  deep  in  the  ground-work  of  his 
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character,  and  found  expression  in  his  daily  life  and  habits.  They 
were  recognized  in  his  business  transactions  no  less  than  in  his 
family  government. 

Dr.  "Welch,  as  has  been  already  intimated,  had  not  a  very  robust 
constitution.  He  had  several  severe  attacks  of  disease,  and  was  on 
two  or  three  occasions  greatly  prostrated  with  fever.  During  the 
earlier  periods  of  his  life  he  suffered  much  from  dyspepsia,  but  as  he 
advanced  in  years  he  in  a  great  measure  surmounted  this  difficulty, 
and  his  health  in  all  respects  was  improved.  It  is  believed  that  at 
no  period  of  his  life  did  he  enjoy  such  uninterrupted  health  as  during 
his  last  years,  or  that  he  was  ever  able  to  perform  more  labor  than 
at  this  period.  At  the  time  of  his  death  his  form  was  erect,  his  step 
elastic,  all  his  faculties  were  vigorous,  and  very  few  persons  of  his 
years  had  a  fairer  prospect  of  prolonged  life.  Dr.  Welch  died  May 
6th,  1853,  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age.  You  are  all  familiar  with 
the  circumstances  attending  his  death.  He  spent  the  last  days  of 
his  life  in  attending  the  American  Medical  Association  in  New  York 
city. 


Sicgrajfjfical  ^hrtrj  of  Jr.  ^kjari'  Mzxwc. 

RiCHABD  Wabner,  M.  D.,  was  bom  in  Hadlyme,  Conn.,  October 
19th,  1794.  He  was  prepared  for  college  under  the  instruction  of 
the  Bev.  Mr.  Yaile,  of  his  native  place ;  entered  Yale  College  in 
1813;  and  graduated,  with  a  good  reputation  for  scholarship,  in 
1817.  Among  his  classmates  and  intimate  £riends,  were  Nathan  B. 
Smith,  M.  D.,  late  of  Baltimore ;  Chief-Justice  Joel  Jones,  of  Phila- 
delphia ;  Bishop  Delancy  of  "Western  New  York ;  Hon.  Charles  J. 
McCurdy,  of  this  State,  &c.  After  leaving  college,  Mr.  Warner 
taught  school  for  about  two  years,  studying  medicine  meantime  with 
his  brother.  Dr.  Andrew  F.  Warner,  of  Haddam.  In  1821,  he 
received  his  degree  of  M.  D.,  at  Yale  Medical  College,  and  engaged 
in  practice  in  his  native  place  and  the  adjoining  town  of  Chester, 
but  in  May,  1823,  settled  in  East  Haddam,  where  he  remained  until 
the  commencement  of  the  year  1831,  when  he  removed  to  Cromwell, 
and  practiced  there  until  his  death,  September  29th,  1853.    On  the 
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death  of  his  brother  in  Haddam  in  1825,  he  received  an  invitation, 
signed  by  over  one  hundred  citizens  of  that  place,  to  remove  there ; 
and  in  1829,  another  from  Ljrme,  also  very  numerously  signed,  but 
declined  both. 

In  Dr.  "Warner's  younger  days,  he  was  very  full  of  life  and  spirits, 
not  a  hard  student,  learning  more  from  observation  than  close  appli- 
cation to  books, — ^but  his  perception  being  acute  and  his  memory 
retentive,  he  learned  well  what  he  knew.  In  the  classics,  he  was  a 
fair  scholar,  but  the  natural  sciences,  botany,  geology,  mineralogy, 
and  conchology,  were  his  favorite  pursuits,  and  he  devoted  much 
attention  to  them.  He  had  rather  a  speculative  turn  of  mind,  and 
*  every  new  theory  received  more  or  less  of  his  attention.  He  was  an 
independent  thinker,  and  fearlessly  acted  out  his  convictions.  He 
rather  wanted  the  worldly  policy,  which  so  materially  favors  success 
and  leads  to  popularity.  He  was  a  great  friend  to  all  the  moral 
reforms  of  the  day,  and  took  an  active  part  in  favoring  them.  A 
good  citizen,  and  guided  by  an  enlightened  public  spirit,  he  gave  his 
time  and  efforts  to  the  advancement  of  the  place  in  which  he  lived. 
As  a  physician.  Dr.  Warner  practiced  successfully  and  acceptably. 
His  remedies  were  generally  potent  and  efficient ;  as  he  had  no  very 
great  confidence  in  the  unaided  vts  medicatrix  naturce.  Quacks  and 
quackery  he  abhorred  with  a  perfect  and  honest  abhorrence,  and 
never  stooped  to  any  of  the  empirical  arts  and  practices  by  which 
our  profession  is  too  often  disgraced.  Like  many  others  of  his  class, 
Dr.  W.  gave  much  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  poor. 

Dr.  Warner  was  an  honest,  upright  man,  and  a  sincere  Christian. 
Living  he  professed  the  faith  openly,  and  dying  it  was  his  support 
and  consolation. 

In  conclusion.  Dr.  Warner  was  a  man  of  strong  character,  and  on 
that  very  account  had  warm  friends  and  bitter  enemies.  His  disease 
was  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  intestinal  canal ;  about  which 
however  no  apprehensions  seemed  to  have  been  entertained,  until 
the  last  moment.  The  doctor,  though  feeling  unwell,  had  attended 
to  his  business  until  6  P.  M.  of  the  28th — suffered  much  in  the 
night,  with  pain  and  vomiting.  The  writer  saw  him  the  next  noon, 
in  consultation  with  his  nephew.  Dr.  Gilbert,  of  Portland,  and  found 
him  rapidly  failing,  with  cold  extremities  and  almost  imperceptible 
pulse.  He  died  about  1  P.  M.,  and  the  autopsy  revealed  extensive 
disease  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  duodenum  and  small  intes-> 
tines,  with  softening  and  perforation. 
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Dr.  Warner  repeatedly  filled  offices  of  trast  and  honor  in  the  town 
where  he  lived,  and  in  the  medical  'societies  to  which  he  belonged; 
was  often  Fellow  of  the  Middlesex  County  Society-r«t  one  time  its 
President ;  a  Dissertator  at  one  of  the  annual  State  Medical  Con- 
TentionSy  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  President  of  the  State  Medical 
Society.  W.  B.  C. 


AN   ESSAY 


ON 


SOME    DISEASES    OP   THE    CEBVIX    UTERI. 


Mr.  Ptendewt  and  Oendemen  of  the  Medical  Society : — 

Among  the  primary  and  main  objects  of  snch  medical  associations 
as  ours,  are  doubtless  the  collection  of  well-ascertained  facts,  and 
the  accumulation  of  the  individual  experience  of  their  members.  It 
is  in  this  way  that  Medical  Science  can  be  most  certainly  advanced, 
and  the  influence  of  our  profession  most  sensibly  perceived,  as  well 
as  its  usefulness  most  widely  extended.  The  appointment  of  Dis- 
sertators  and  Essayists,  while  it  adds  to  the  interest  of  our  Conven- 
tions, is  but  one  method  of  carrying  out  their  objects.  The  opinions 
and  observations  of  one  and  another  on  various  subjects  are  thus 
drawn  out  and  made  available  to  the  rest,  and  the  Society,  while  it 
reaps  the  benefit  of  the  practice,  assumes  no  responsibility  for  what 
it  elicits.  Keeping  these  ideas  in  view,  I  have  selected  as  my  theme 
some  of  the  more  common  diseases  of  the  Uterus,  being  convinced 
that  there  are  none  in  the  whole  range  of  practice  more  important, 
and  until  recently,  more  overlooked,  and  perhaps  even  mistreated. 

That  I  shaU  throw  any  new  light  upon  the  subject,  I  have  not  the 
presumption  to  suppose ;  but  it  is  sometimes  quite  as  useful  to  bring 
afresh  before  the  mind,  well-established  and  important  facts,  as  to 
originate  new  theories,  however  brilliant  and  fancifuL  If  then, 
what  I  have  to  say  shall  induce  any  of  my  brethren  to  pay  closer 
attention  to  the  large  and  interesting  class  of  uterine  maladies — to 
examine  them  more  critically,  and  study  them  more  carefuUy — the 
half-<hour  that  you  will  expend  in  listening  to  my  remarks  will  not 
have  been  unprofitably  employed.  Without  further  exordium,  and 
no  other  apology  for  reiterating  what  many  of  those  before  me  know 
much  better  than  mypelf,  I  enter  at  once  upon  the  consideration  of 
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my  subject — which,  it  may  be  well,  however,  to  premise,  I  design  to 
treat,  if  not  in  a  desultory,  at  least  in  no  strictly  methodical  mahner. 

The  diseases  of  the  organ  which  plays  so  essential  a  part  in  the 
female  economy,  are,  up  to  the  age  of  puberty,  extremely  rare,  and 
therefore  little  worthy,  at  this  time,  of  an  extended  notice.  That 
the  Uterus  sometimes  becomes  diseased  before  the  eruption  of  the 
menses,  can  not  be  doubted,  but  it  is  no  part  of  my  design  to  say 
anything  upon  this  point.  It  is  to  the  organ  during  its  active  exist- 
ence, so  to  speak,  that  I  wish  more  particularly  to  direct  your 
attention. 

We  have  reached,  then,  that  interesting  period  when  a  change 
passes  upon  the  female  system — when  the  young  girl  becomes  con- 
scious of  new  functions,  and  of  unaccustomed  sensations — when  her 
physical,  moral  and  intellectual  development  acquires  increased  vigor 
and  activity — when,  in  short,  she  ceases  to  be  a  child,  and  begins  to 
be  a  woman.  It  is  at  this  period,  that  there  is  frequently  laid  the 
foundation  of  diseases,  which  cling  to  the  unfortunate  patient,  through 
life,  make  that  life  miserable,  and  finally,  perhaps  mercifully  shorten 
its  duration.  It  is  at  this  period  that  congestions  of  the  organ  not 
seldom  occur,  and  which,  according  to  the  treatment  received,  may 
occasion  but  brief  and  trivial  inconvenience,  or  may  eventuate  in 
protracted  and  almost  hopeless  suffering.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  certainly 
of  the  highest  importance  that  the  existence  of  these  diseases  should 
be  early  and  correctly  ascertained,  and  the  proper  treatment  judi- 
ciously and  without  loss  of  time,  put  in  requisition. 

How  then  are  we  to  know  when  there  is  danger  of  a  serious  affec- 
tion? When  the  young  patient  suffers  severely  at  her  menstrual 
periods ;  when  she  has  violent  pains  in  the  lower  part  of  the  back 
and  abdomen,  extending  along  the  groins  and  shooting  down  the 
inside  of  the  thighs ;  when  she  has  nausea  and  vomiting,  attended 
also  by  head-ache,  shivering,  and  other  signs  of  constitutional  dis- 
turbance ;  when  there  is  a  sensation  of  weight,  and  of  burning  low 
down  in  the  pelvis ;  with  a  scanty  menstrual  appearance,  which  is 
followed  perhaps  by  a  leucorrheal  discharge,  we  may  be  sure  that  the 
uterus  is  the  seat  of  a  congestion  or  engorgement  which  should  not 
be  neglected. 

Were  I  writing  a  systematic  treatise  upon  Female  Diseases,  I 
should  perhaps  adopt  a  regular  and  rigorous  classification ;  should 
arrange  each  affection  under  the  heads  of  Causes,  Diagnosis,  Symp- 
toms, Prognosis,  and  Treatment,  and  should  perhaps  in  that  way 
avoid  some  repetition.    Fancying  however  that  a  little  discursiveness 
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will  not  be  out  of  place  even  upon  such  an  occasion  as  the  present,  I 
have  preferred  to  deviate  somewhat  from  the  beaten  track,  and  to 
sacrifice  system  to  the  desire  of  avoiding  tediousness.  Nevertheless, 
it  might  be  well  to  set  forth  with  some  minuteness  the  causes  of  these 
complaints  in  young  females,  could  they  always  be  clearly  ascer- 
tained. In  some  cases,  doubtless,  congestion  of  the  uterus  in  girls, 
arises  from  exposure  to  wet  and  cold ;  from  inadequate  clothing,  and 
particularly  thin  shoes ;  from  dancing,  walking,  or  inordinate  exercise 
during  a  catamenial  period ;  and  sometimes,  I  am  sorry  to  add,  from 
improper  and  injurious  habits  or  practices ;  but  in  many  cases  it  is 
impossible  to  trace  the  difficulty  to  any  of  the  foregoing  causes — all 
we  can  learn  is,  that  such  a  disease  exists  and  calls  urgently  for 
relief:  how  that  relief  is  to  be  afforded,  I  shall  consider  further  on. 
But  if  the  disease  mentioned  is  not  unfrequently  met  with  in 
young  and  unmarried  females,  it  is  infinitely  more  common  among 
the  married.  In  fact  it  is  rare  to  find  a  woman  who  has  borne 
two  or  three  children,  entirely  free  from  some  uterine  complaint. 
This  may  seem  a  sweeping  assertion,  but  I  am  sure  that  the  expe- 
rience of  many  of  my  brethren  in  this  Society  will  bear  me  out  in 
the  remark.  Many  a  woman  suffers  from  some  form  of  uterine 
disease,  who  yet  does  not  ask  professional  advice  therefor.  In 
very  many  instances,  the  inconvenience  is  so  slight,  and  the  symp- 
toms so  moderate,  that  she  thinks  it  hardly  worth  while  to  complain 
of  it,  much  less  to  apply  for  treatment ;  and  often,  even  when  she 
does  seek  advice,  it  is  only  by  dint  of  persevering  and  close  cross- 
questioning,  that  the  existence  of  any  deviation  from  uterine  health 
can  be  discovered  by  the  physician.  The  patient  may  possibly 
acknowledge  ^'a  weakness,"  but  nothing  more.  The  natural  and 
becoming  modesty  of  the  sex,  too,  frequently  interposes  an  impass- 
able barrier  to  the  inquirer.  It  may  be  objected,  that  when  a 
disease  is  apparently  so  trivial,  it  should  hardly,  in  fairness,  be 
termed  a  disease ;  but  disease  of  a  serious  character  frequently  exists 
when  its  presence  is  entirely  unsuspected,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
any  alarming  symptoms ;  and  moreover,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
as  a  perfectly  healthy  person  is  said  not  to  be  conscious  that  he  has 
any  stomach,  so  a  woman  who  is  quite  free  from  disorder  of  the 
uterus,  should  not  know  that  she  has  such  an  organ,  except  when  in 
the  menstrual  or  its  impregnated  state,  the  knowledge  is  forced  upon 
her.  At  all  events,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  diseased  conditions 
of  the  womb  are  exceedingly  prevalent  among  females,  especially 
married  females,  in  every  rank  and  condition  of  society.    Of  these. 
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the  affections  most  commonly  met  with  are  congestions  of  the  uterus, 
and  granulations  and  ulcerations  of  the  cervix,  and  to  these  therefore 
in  particular  I  shall  direct  jour  attention. 

The  learned  and  experienced  Prof.  Meigs,  of  Philadelphia,  states 
in  his  Report  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  presented  at  its 
last  meeting,  (vol.  vi.,  pp.  386,)  that  "  an  ulceration  of  the  womb  is 
among  the  rarest  of  diseases  ;"  but  that  it  does  occur  with  sufficient 
frequency  to  make  it  an  object  of  special  attention,  the  observation 
of  others,  and  the  testimony  of  my  own  eyes  induce  me  to  believe. 
"Writers  on  the  subject  of  the  congestion  of  the  uterus  assert,  that  in 
young  and  unmarried  persons  it  is  the  hody^  while  in  married  women 
it  is  the  neck  of  the  organ  which  most  frequently  suffers  from  disease. 
My  own  experience  confirms  this  statement ;  and  indeed  the  causes 
of  the  variation  must  be  obvious,  mechanical  injury  of  various  kinds, 
as  in  coition,  parturition,  &c.,  being  readily  chargeable  with  the 
origin  of  the  difficulty  in  the  latter  class.  Let  us  then  sketch  briefly 
a  case  of  this  kind,  as  it  usually  presents  itself  to  the  notice  of  the 
physician. 

He  is  called  to  visit  a  patient,  whom  he  finds  perhaps  sitting  in  a 
rocking-chair  with  a  pillow  supporting  her  back ;  or  it  may  be,  she  is 
reclining  upon  a  sofa  or  lounge,  with  her  feet  drawn  up,  looking 
somewhat  pale  and  languid.  In  answer  to  his  inquiries,  he  learns 
that  the  lady  has  been  out  of  health  and  growing  weak  for  some 
time ;  that  she  can  not  make  as  much  exertion  as  formerly,  is  more 
easily  fatigued,  and  experiences  considerable  pain  and  soreness  ^  in 
her  bowels,"  after  a  walk,  or  being  upon  her  feet  for  any  length  of 
time ;  that  early  in  the  morning  she  feels  pretty  well,  but  that  an 
hour  or  two  after  rising,  her  back,  abdomen,  and  upper  part  of  her 
limbs  ache,  or  become  painful;  that  she  has  a  pain  in  her  side 
(generally  the  right)  under  the  ribs ;  is  troubled  with  palpitation  of 
the  heart ;  has  a  sensation  of  ^'  weight "  in  the  pelvis ;  a  frequent 
disposition  to  urinate,  with  a  burning  or  smarting  pain  when  she  does 
so ;  that  she  is  subject  to  a  '^  weakness,"  or  discharge  from  the 
vagina ;  has  a  gnawing  sensation  at  the  stomach ;  that  in  short  she 
feels  tired  and  miserable,  without  knowing  exactly  how  or  why. 
Pursuing  his  investigation,  he  learns  that  she  has  had  one  or  two 
miscarriages,  or  a  severe  labor  perhaps,  some  months  before,  and 
that  she  '^  got  up  "  soon  afterward,  and  sat  up  a  good  while,  or  feeling 
pretty  well,  went  about  the  house  before  the  uterus  had  been  reduced 
to  its  natural  size  and  condition.  If  the  physician  is  sufficiently 
intimate  in  the  family,  or  perhaps  resolute  in  his  effort  to  make  him- 
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self  acquainted  with  all  the  symptoms,  and  pushes  his  inquiries, 
he  is  infonned  that  his  patient  suffers  extremely  from  marital 
intercourse,  and  that  she  has  consequently  a  decided  disinclination 
thereto.  He  learns,  moreover,  that  she  has  too  frequent  returns, 
and  too  profuse  a  discharge  of  her  monthly  hemorrhage — that  she 
hardly  gets  over  one  turn,  before  another  begins,  and  that  in  the 
intervals,  the  white  discharge  is  almost  as  abundant  as  the  red ;  that 
she  experiences  so  much  prostration  and  debility,  that  she  is  obliged 
to  wear  a  "  lace "  or  "  supporter,*'  and  thinks  "she  can't  possibly  get 
along  without  if* 

If  the  patient  is  really  aware  where  her  difficulty  is,  she  may  be 
willing  to  admit  that  she  has  some  "  falling  of  the  womb,"  or  perhaps 
a  great  ^  weakness,"  but  she  does  not  dream  of,  or  wiQ  not  acknowl- 
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edge  anything  more.  Now,  without  intending  to  assert  that  there  is 
never  any  such  thing  as  prolapsus,  or  falling  of  the  womb  unattended 
by,  or  not  originating  from  congestion  of  the  uterus,  I  believe  such 
cases  to  be  rare,  and  look  upon  prolapsus  rather  as  the  result  of 
previous  disease  (of  either  the  uteinis  or  vagina)  than  as  a  primary 
and  original  difficulty.  That  there  are  cases  of  displacement,  or  of 
version,  occurring  independently  of  structural  lesion,  I  do  not  doubt, 
but  even  these  are,  sooner  or  later,  apt  to  be  complicated  with  con- 
gestion.    However,  I  am  anticipating  a  little  upon  this  point. 

I  have  mentioned  above  a  number  of  symptoms  or  rational  signs, 
as  Iftlonging  to  the  most  common  uterine  affections,  but  it  will  not 
do  to  rest  satisfied  in  every  case  with  the  evidence  which  these  alone 
can  Ornish.  In  general  the  diagnosis  can  not  be  considered  certain 
without  a  resort  to  further  and  more  direct  examination,  and  we  can 
scarcely  institute  a  rational  and  satisfactory  course  of  treatment, 
until  by  means  of  the  finger,  and  sometimes  even  the  eye,  we  have 
become  thoroughly  informed  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  disease 
which  we  propose  to  treat. 

Should,  then,  there  exist  any  doubts  on  this  subject,  and  no  good 
reasons  for  omitting  such  an  exploration,  (and  we  can  fancy  but  few 
cases  where  the  omission  would  be  even  proper,)  we  proceed  to 
examine  the  condition  of  the  uterus  digitally.  I  generally  prefer  to 
examine  such  a  patient  in  a  standing  position,  as  we  are  thus  enabled 
more  readily  to  estimate  the  exact  position  of  the  uterus,  the  degree 
and  kind- of  displacement,  the  size  and  weight  of  the  organ,  and  its 
relations  with  the  surrounding  parts.  Of  course  a  previous  familiar- 
ity with  the  ^feel'^  of  the  womb  in  a  natural  and  healthy  state,  is 
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necessary  to  the  proper  appreciation  of  any  departure  horn  these 
conditions.  When  the  finger  is  well  educated  to  such  explorations^ 
however,  it  readily  detects  any  deviations  from  a  normal  state,  and 
in  many  cases  determines  in  what  this  deviation  consists.  By  this 
means  we  discover  whether  there  is  any  enlargement  of  the  organ ; 
any  swelling  of  its  neck ;  any  puffy  or  doughy  feeling  about  the  as 
tinea — whether  this  opening  is  larger  or  more  patent  than  usual,  or 
different  from  its  natural  shape — whether  there  is  much  sensibility 
about  the  cervix  (this  part,  when  healthy,  possessing  but  little.)  In 
short,  we  learn  as  much  as  possible  respecting  the  actually  existing 
condition  of  things.  Still,  gentlemen,  we  may  not  have  thus  learned 
everything  that  is  possible,  or  perhaps  desirable,  and  what  shall  we 
then  do  ?  A  few  years  since,  Mr.  President,  and  the  touch  was  the 
only  method  in  use  for  the  diagnosis  of  uterine  diseases,  and  maiiy  a 
curable  affection  of  the  cervix  was  doubtless  overlooked,  and  allowed 
to  go  on  unchecked,  until  it  eventuated  in  hopeless  and  incurable 
lesion,  merely  for  want  of  a  more  perfect  and  accurate  means  of 
ascertaining,  not  less  than  thorough  and  efficient  method  of  treating 
this  extensive  and  troublesome  class  of  affections.  But  medicine,  in 
common  with  the  other  arts  and  sciences,  has  been  making  progress. 
At  the  present  day,  therefore,  few  would  venture  to  undertake  the 
treatment  of  a  severe  case  of  uterine  disease,  or  even  a  moderately 
severe  case  in  a  married  woman,  without  first  making  a  complete 
and  satisfactory  examination  with  the  eye  as  well  as  the  finger.  iZes, 
gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Society,  notwithstanding  the  speculum,  or 
metroscope,  as  it  has  been  recently  and  somewhat  fancifully  termed, 
has  encountered  so  much  opposition  and  opprobrium,  it  is  to  that 
simple  instrument  that  we  are  indebted  for  such  improvements  as 
have,  within  a  few  years  past,  been  added  to  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  uterine  diseases. 

And,  considering  the  reasonableness,  and  even  the  necessity  of  this 
mode  of  exploration,  it  is  really  surprising  that  its  use  has  not  long 
since  become  more  general.  For  what  can  be  more  natural  or  more 
proper,  than  the  wish  to  see  a  disease  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
treat,  provided  that  such  vision  is  possible  ?  Objections  are  some- 
times made  to  the  use  of  the  speculum  on  the  score  of  indelicacy,  and 
pathetic  remonstrances  against  the  employment  of  the  uterine  tube 
are  uttered,  on  the  score  of  the  violation  of  female  modesty.  I  admit 
that  it  is  a  hard  necessity  which  compels  a  woman  to  submit  to  the 
requisite  examination  ;  but  really,  gentlemen,  I  can  not  find  in  this 
fact  any  sufficient  reason  for  altogether  refusing  to  resort  to  instm- 
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mental  means,  when  the  requisite  information  can  not  be  obtained  in 
anj  other  waj;  and  moreover,  it  appears  to  me  that  there  is 
scarcely  more  indelicacy  in  introducing  into  the  vagina  a  smooth, 
nerveless  tube,  (the  patient's  person  being  carefully  protected  from 
exposure  the  while,)  than  in  exploring  this  sensitive  canal  with  the 
finger,  be  the  operation  performed  never  so  gently.  And  there  can 
be  but  little  violation  of  modesty  in  bringing  into  view  the  neck  of 
an  uterus  affected  with  disease,  any  more  than  in  exposing  to  sight  a 
fissured  nipple — an  inflamed  mamma — a  tumor  in  the  groin — or  a 
disease  in  other  parts  of  the  body  usually  covered.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  these  parts  and  organs  should  become  affected  ;  but  when  they 
are  suffering  under  the  attack  of  a  disease  which  is  or  may  be  dan- 
gerous to  comfort  if  not  to  health,  we  should  hardly  allow  any  merely 
squeamish  or  fastidious  scruples  to  interfere  with  our  duties,  as  phy- 
sicians, to  such  patients.  Public  opinion,  which  is  often  the  measure 
of  propriety,  has  undergone  a  great  change  upon  this  subject  within 
a  few  years.  Some  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  ago,  when  I  was  an 
assistant  physician  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York,  there  were 
constantly  in  the  wards  attached  to  that  institution,  large  numbers  of 
that  unfortunate  class  of  females,  who  furnish  with  inmates  the 
houses  of  ill  fame  in  that  city.  Many  of  these  miserable  creatures, 
when  suffering  under  syphilitic  affections,  were  accustomed,  of  their 
own  accord,  to  go  before  the  police  magistrates  and  procure  their 
own  committal  to  the  penitentiary  as  vagrants,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  obtaining  that  medical  treatment  which  they  could  not  avail  them- 
selves of  at  their  own  abodes.  In  all  these  cases,  the  speculum  was 
used  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  none  of  the  physicians  connected 
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with  that  institution  pretended  to  treat  a  woman  for  any  venereal  or 
uterine  affection,  without  subjecting  her,  as  often  as  was  deemed 
necessary,  to  an  examination  with  the  speculum.  It  was  in  that 
way  and  at  that  time  I  first  became  acquainted  with  the  value  of  this 
instrument  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  uterine  complaints ;  and 
from  that  time  I  have  continued  to  employ  it  where  practicable  and 
requisite,  extending  its  application  beyond  the  limits  of  the  specific 
cases  mentioned ;  and  I  frankly  confess,  that  I  should  be  much  at  a 
loss,  and  even  unwilling  to  undertake  the  medication  of  many  of  the 
ordinary  ''  Female  Diseases,''  without  having  recourse  to  the  specu- 
lum, and  availing  myself  of  the  light  which  it  alone  is  able  to  throw 
upon  these  otherwise  obscure  and  almost  always  tedious  and  trouble- 
some affections. 
I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  recommending  the  invariable 
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and  indiscriminate  employment  of  the  epeculum  in  cJl  cases  of 
uterine  disease.  In  the  joung  and  unmarried  female  I  would  refrain 
from  its  use  whenever  a  sufficientlj  satisfactory  diagnosis  could  be 
made  out  without  it ;  or  when  the  patient  did  not  seem  to  be  in 
actual  danger,  or  suffering  acutely,  and  when  the  prospect  of  relief 
from  such  treatment  as  could  be  instituted  without  its  assistance,  was 
in  any  degree  encouraging.  And  I  trust  that  I  would  pay  as  much 
regard  to  the  natural  and  becoming  scruples  of  a  young  and  modest 
female,  as  any  of  my  brethren.  Still,  when  all  other  and  usual 
means  had  failed,  and  the  patient  was  growing  worse,  or  even  not 
improving,  it  would  be  an  omission  of  duty,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  not 
to  avail  ourselves  of  the  light  afforded  by  the  speculum,  and  its  valu- 
able assistance  in  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases. 

In  this  connection,  permit  me  again  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of 
Professor  Meigs,  before  quoted.  In  treating  of  the  objections  urged 
against  the  use  of  the  speculum,  and  in  reference  to  the  alleged  abuse 
of  the  instrument,  and  the  practice  of  "  metroscopic  exploration," 
he  thus  remarks :  *^  We  must  not  repudiate,  and  by  wholesale  repro- 
bation condemn  and  annul  a  good  method  of  cure,  merely  because 
incompetent  or  wicked  persons  may  abuse  it  to  their  own  gain.  To 
do  so,  would  be  to  amerce  and  punish  the  sick  and  miserable  for 
faults  of  our  brotherhood." 

And  again,  **  Even  if  it  be  true  that  some  abuses,  disgraceful  to 
medicine,  do  exist,  we  are  persuaded  that  such  discreditable  ex- 
amples must  be  very  rare  among  a  class  so  generally  acknowledged 
for  wisdom,  virtue  and  politeness,  as  the  great  body  of  the  United 
States  physicians.  Wherefore,  the  committee  do  not  feel  themselves 
called  upon  to  discountenance  and  reprobate  the  prudent  and  neces* 
sary  employment  of  the  modem  methods  and  instruments,  invented 
to  improve  the  means  both  of  diagnosis  and  surgical  treatment  of 
diseases  of  the  cervix  uteri ;  conceiving  that  this  is  a  matter  to  be 
left  to  the  conscience  and  judgment  of  their  brethren,  whenever  the 
occasion  may  arise." 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  that  I  have  devoted  too  much  time 
and  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  speculum,  and  the  objections 
urged  against  it ;  but  there  are  those  in  our  ranks  who  try  to  create 
an  unreasonable  prejudice  against  the  use  of  the  instrument,  not  only 
in  the  mind  of  the  profession,  but  in  that  of  the  public  also— who 
stigmatize  the  practice  of  ocular  inspection  as  '^degrading"  and 
absurd ;  and  who  would  perhaps  characterize  almost  every  proposition 
for  an  instrumental  examination,  as  an ''  offensive  professional  intru- 
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sion/'  In  this  matter^  as  in  almost  eveiytliing,  the  mean  or  middle 
course  is  right ;  and  while  on  the  one  hand  we  should  avoid,  when 
possible,  anj  undue  or  unnecessarj  instrumental  assistance,  we 
should,  on  the  other^  beware  of  incurring  the  chaise  of  neglect  in 
consequence  of  an  over-nice  or  over-strained  delicacy.  Thus  much 
bj  way  of  parenthesis. 

To  resume  mj  description  of  the  hypothetical  case  upon  which  I 
was  engaged.  We  have  examined  our  patient  by  the  touch;  we 
have  found  the  uterus  lower  down  than  natural — ^its  cervix  either 
lying  back  upon  the  rectum,  or  tilted  up  under  the  pubic  arch,  feeling 
swollen,  puffy,  and  evidently  engorged  with  blood,  and  giving  to  the 
finger  a  peculiar  velvety  sensation ;  the  os  tinea  more  dilated  than 
usual  and  seeming  also  a  little  ragged  or  uneven,  and  as  the  finger 
moves  around  and  touches  upon  various  points,  the  patient  fiinches 
somewhat,  and  gives  perhaps  a  little  start,  or  even  a  suppressed  cry 
as  if  in  sudden  pain.  The  whole  neck  of  the  organ  feels  enlarged, 
and  the  body,  or  such  portion  of  it  as  we  can  reach,  also  appears 
swollen,  and  heavier  than  natural.  The  ^getj  when  withdrawn 
from  the  passage,  is  found  to  be  covered  with  a  viscid,  tenacious,, 
yellowish  mucus,  often  mixed  with  purulent  matter,  and  sometimes 
bloody.  Here  are  manifestly  decided  symptoms  of  disease,  and  we 
pursue  the  investigation.  I  say  nothing  about  an  exploration  by  the 
rectum,  as  I  believe  it  is  very  seldom  necessary,  always  very  disagree- 
able, and  it  does  not,  except  in  occasional  cases,  furnish  any  new  or 
additional  information.  But  the  specular  examination  does ;  and  the 
patient,  therefore,  lying  on  her  back,  with  her  hips  near  the  edge  of  a 
bed  or  couch,  placed  opposite  a  window ;  her  feet  resting  on  a  couple 
of  low  chairs  or  benches  ;  her  whole  person  covered  with  a  sheets  so 
arranged  as  to  avoid  all  exposure,  we  anoint  the  speculum  well  with 
oil,  and  separating  the  labia  with  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  gently 
insinuate  the  instrument,  by  means  of  the  right,  into  the  vagina, 
directing  its  distal  extremity  toward  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  the  exact 
situation  of  which  we  have  previously  ascertained  by  the  digital 
examination. 

The  selection  and  use  of  the  proper  instrument  require  some 
knowledge  and  tact,  which  every  one  can  readily  acquire  for  himself. 
Of  course,  specula  of  different  sizes  and  kinds  will  be  required  in 
different  cases.  For  the  most  part,  I  find  the  metallic  expansible 
article,  known  as  Charri^re's  Speculum,  and  the  cylindrical  glass 
tube,  plated  and  coated  with  a  preparation  of  gum  elastic,  sufficient 
for  all  ordinary  purposes.    The  instruments  arl  also  made  of  ivory^ 
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of  Grerman  silver,  and  steel  or  iron  japanned.  But  to  return  again 
from  this  digression.  As  the  speculum  advances,  it  pushes  before  it 
the  vaginal  walls  thrown  into  folds,  some  one  of  which  might  possibly 
be  mistaken  by  an  inexperienced  person  for  the  neck  of  the  uterus — 
a  mistake,  however,  easily  avoided  by  a  little  care  and  attention. 
When  the  cervix  is  at  length  brought  into  view,  engaged  in  the 
extremity  of  the  tube,  we  gently  cleanse  it  of  the  mucus  and  other 
secretions  which  cover  it,  by  means  of  a  dossil  of  soft  lint,  or  some- 
thing similar,  fixed  upon  a  stick  or  pair  of  forceps,  and  then  we  are 
enabled  to  determine  the  nature,  character,  and  extent  of  the  disease 
with  which  this  portion  is  affected.  We  discern,  too,  the  peculiar 
shade  of  color  existing  at  the  time,  and  are  often  much  assisted  by 
this  very  particular  in  making  up  an  opinion  of  the  case. 

In  by  far  the  larger  number  of  cases,  usually  coming  under  the 
physician's  observation,  the  cervix  is  found  swollen  and  congested, 
of  a  deep  red  color  variegated  with  patches  of  red  points  or  granu- 
lations resembling  the  surface  of  a  raspberry,  and  hence  termed  by 
French  writers  inflammcUion  franiboisee*  Sometimes  these  patches 
are  whitish,  and  not  raised  much  above  the  level  of  the  mucous  sur" 
face,  but  generally  they  are  red,  and  a  little  blood  frequently  exudes 
from  them  when  touched  by  the  lint  used  in  cleansing  away  the 
secretions  of  the  part.  These  little  patches  frequently  cover  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  cervix,  though  generally  they  are  confined  to 
one  or  the  other  of  the  lips  of  the  os  tinccBj  which  is  commonly  swollen 
and  gaping ;  and  they  doubtless  often  extend  up  into  the  canal  of  the 
cervix,  thus  accounting  for  the  obstinacy  of  some  of  these  cases  when 
due  care  is  not  taken  to  extend  the  proper  treatment  sufficiently. 
At  the  same  time,  the  explorer  will  often  notice  quite  a  collection  of 
muco-purulent  matter  about  the  upper  end  of  his  tube,  and  not  sel- 
dom will  see  something  similar,  or  instead,  a  glairy,  tenacious  slime 
issuing  from  the  opening  of  the  os,  I  should  not  omit  to  mention 
that  the  upper  portions  of  the  vagina  will  also  be  found  of  a  deeper 
red  than  usual,  and  frequently  hot  and  tender. 

Such  are  the  appearances  usually  met  with  in  the  more  common 
cases  of  uterine  disease ;  and  such  is  the  group  of  symptoms  and 
signs  which  constitute  the  affections  known  as  uterine  congestion  and 
granulation.  The  difficulty  is  evidently  one  of  a  local  character,  to 
be  reached  by  local  remedies,  and  not  within  the  control  of  general 
or  constitutional  treatment.  What  these  local  remedies  are,  I  shall 
now  proceed  briefly  to  state. 
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In  the  first  place,  when  simple  congestion  in  an  acate  form,  unat- 
tended by  grannhition  or  ulceration,  exists,  a  few  leeches  (from  four 
to  six)  applied  upon  the  cervix,  will  often  be  of  very  great  service,  in 
diminishing  the  congestion  and  relieving  the  pain  which  generally 
attends  this  form  of  disease.  The  leeches  are  applied  by  means  of  a 
glass  tube  or  speculum.  They  generally  take  hold  readily,  fill 
quickly  and  bleed  freely,  and  the  fiow,  if  desirable,  may  be  promoted 
by  injections  of  warm  water.  The  bites  cause  little  or  no  pain,  and 
heal  readily  without  leaving  any  perceptible  hardness  or  cicatrix. 
Some  physicians,  instead  of  leeching,  prefer  to  scarify  the  cervix 
with  a  broad  double-edged  knife  fixed  in  a  long  handle.  Either  plan 
will  answer,  and  may  be  used  at  discretion. 

When,  however,  the  case  does  not  come  under  notice  until  after 
the  acute  stage  has  passed,  and  the  neck  of  the  uterus  has  become 
granulated  or  ulcerated,  local  depiction  will  not  so  generally  be 
required,  but  instead,  the  application  of  some  form  of  caustic  becomes 
necessaiy. 

There  are  three  species  of  this  article  in  general  use  for  this  pur- 
pose, to  which  the  actual  cautery,  as  a  fourth,  may  be  added.  In 
the  great  majority  of  cases,  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver  yfUl  be  suffi- 
cient. It  should  be  freely  applied  upon  all  the  cervix,  and  even 
pushed  up  into  the  canal  if  the  os  ttncce  is  patulous  and  unnatural. 
Its  application  is  not  generally  painful  nor  severe.  The  operator 
will  observe  that  the  little  patches  or  spots  before  alluded  to,  become* 
under  its  influence,  covered  with  a  more  dense  and  white  pellicle 
than  the  rest  of  the  cervix.  The  cauterization,  which  should  be 
made  lightly  and  rapidly,  being  effected,  the  patient  should  be 
directed  to  lie  quiet  for  a  short  time,  and  use  if  convenient  an  injec- 
tion of  simple  water,  merely  to  cleanse  the  passage  of  the  secretions 
which  would  otherwise  stain  her  linen. 

The  operation  is  very  apt  to  be  followed  by  a  bloody  discharge  for 
a  day  or  two  ;  at  all  events,  the  customary  muco-purulent  secretion  is 
much  increased  for  a  short  period  subsequently.  In  four  or  five  days 
the  pellicle  or  coating  formed  by  the  nitrate  is  thrown  ofi*,  and  a 
fresh,  red,  and  slightly  granulated  surface  is  left,  which  should  again 
be  cauterized ;  and  this  operation  is  to  be  repeated  every  few  days, 
(the  period  may  vary  from  ^ve  to  eight,)  until  the  engorgement  and 
attendant  granulation  or  ulceration  are  removed. 

In  young  females  affected  with  congestion  of  the  uterus,  where  we 
have  made  out  the  diagnosis  by  the  touch  alone,  and  wish  to  avoid 
if  possible  the  use  of  the  speculum  even  in  the  treatment,  a  supposi- 
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tory  composed  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  with  the  addition  of  some  ano- 
dyne, as  for  instance,  stramonium  or  morphine,  may  be  introduced 
into  the  os'tinca  by  means  of  the  suppository  tube  or  pill  syringe, 
as  it  is  sometimes  termed.  Left  there,  the  suppository  soon  dis- 
solves and  produces  a  considerable  effect  upon  the  disease,  and 
being  repeated  every  two  or  three  days,  or  even  daily  if  requisite,  it 
may  serve  sometimes  as  a  substitute  for  actual  and  direct  cauteriza- 
tion in  the  usual  manner.* 

During  this  treatment  the  vaginal  discharges  will  be  found  to 
diminish,  the  feeling  of  weight,  pain  in  the  back  and  sides  gradually 
to  lessen,  the  general  health,  appetite,  digestion,  &c.,  to  improve,  and 
in  short,  the  patient  will  find  herself  growing  sensibly  stronger  and 
better.  I  need  hardly  add,  that  all  this  while,  the  patient  should  be 
kept  quiet ;  should  abstain  from  much  exercise,  long  walks,  or  fatigue 
of  any  kind ;  and  in  particular  should  be  exceedingly  moderate,  if 
not  absolutely  continent,  as  regards  sexual  intercourse.  It  will  be 
well  for  her  to  use  daily  injections  of  simple  cold  water,  or  weak 
astringent,  and  also  mucilaginous  washes.  The  bowels  should  be 
kept  regular,  if  necessary,  by  gentle  aperient  medicine ;  costiveness 
being  especially  to  be  guarded  against  and  deprecated  in  these  cases. 

Prof.  Meigs,  in  his  report  before  quoted,  gives  very  minute  and 
particular  directions  with  regard  to  the  use  of  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
which  persons  unaccustomed  to  its  use  might  do  well  to  look  over  and 
attend  to.  With  all  deference,  however,  to  the  learned  professor, 
his  distinctions  and  directions  seem  to  me  unnecessarily  nice  and 
specific 

But  there  are  cases  which  the  nitrate  of  silver  will  not  cure. 
When  the  congestion  is  excessive,  and  there  is  ulceration  also  to  any 
considerable  extent,  the  lunar  caustic  acts  slowly  if  at  all ;  and  under 
these  circumstances  I  have  been  accustomed  to  employ  the  acid 
nitrate  of  mercury  as  a  caustic.  Much  greater  caution  is  requisite 
in  using  this  article  than  in  the  nitrate  of  silver,  as  it  is  much  more 
active  and  potent.  The  operator  should  take  care  to  apply  the  spec- 
ulum closely  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  and  then  touch  the  diseased 
parts  lightly  and  rapidly  with  a  little  pledget  of  lint  fastened  upon 
the  end  of  a  stick,  and  moistened  with  the  acid.  It  is  not  a  bad  plan^ 
before  withdrawing  the  speculum  to  throw  in  a  syringe-ful  of  cold 
water  to  dilute  the  acid  and  prevent  its  action  upon  the  vaginal 

*  For  this  suggestion  I  am  indebted  to  Prof.  Barker  of  the  New  Totk  Medical 
College. 
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membrane.  The  effect  of  the  acid  nitrate  continues  for  some  ten 
dajs  to  a  fortnight,  and  its  application  should  not  be  repeated  at 
shorter  periods  than  those  mentioned,  as  the  little  pellicle  or  slough 
caused  by  its  contact  does  not  entirely  separate  before  that  time ; 
there  is  then  left  a  raw  and  more  smooth  surface,  to  which  the 
nitrate  of  silver  may  be  beneficially  applied. 

I  should  not  omit  to  mention,  as  a  curious  fact,  that  I  have  known 
salivation  in  one  instance  to  result  from  a  single  application  of  the 
acid  nitrate  to  the  cervix.  The  patient  was  a  feeble  and  delicate 
woman,  who  had  quite  an  extensive  ulcer  on  the  cervix.  She  had 
some  time  previously  been  salivated  by  the  internal  use  of  mercury, 
and  hence  probably  her  extreme  susceptibility  to  its  influence. 

The  third  species  of  caustic  which  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
using,  is  the  pottusa  cum  calce,  which,  as  usually  met  with,  is  in  the 
form  of  crayons  or  cylinders.  It  is  much  more  manageable  than  the 
potcusa  fusGy  and  not  so  violent  in  its  action.  It  is  particularly 
applicable  to  those  cases  of  chronic  and  hard  engorgement  where 
the  cervix  is  actually  indurated,  and  threatens  to  become  even 
schirrhous.  In  such  circumstances,  the  application  of  the  potassa  is 
eminently  beneficial,  and  imder  its  influence  the  engorgement  and 
induration  rapidly  mdt  away. 

In  the  use  of  this,  as  well  as  the  preceding  article,  care  should  be 
taken  to  moderate  and  circumscribe  its  action,  which  does  not  confine 
itself  merely  to  the  surface  upon  which  it  is  imposed,  but  is  apt  to 
extend  to  some  depth  if  not  restrained.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  well 
to  have  a  mixture  of  vinegar  and  water  at  hand ;  and  after  the  caustic 
has  been  carefully  applied,  its  extension  can  be  arrested  by  throwing 
in  a  little  of  the  mixture  by  means  of  a  syringe,  or  what  is  more  con- 
venient by  carrying  a  dossil  of  lint  dipped  in  the  solution,  to  the 
parts  cauterized.  A  tolerably  thick  pellicle  ia  after  a  while  thrown 
off  from  the  cervix,  which  may  again  be  touched  with  the  potassa, 
or  the  nitrate  of  silver,  as  may  in  the  discretion  of  the  physician 
seem  most  appropriate. 

With  regard  to  the  actual  cautery,  I  frankly  confess  that  I  have 
had  no  personal  experience,  and  therefore  am  unable  to  furnish  any 
useful  or  satisfactory  information  respecting  its  employment  Those 
who  have  used  it,  however,  speak  highly  of  its  benefits  in  certain  ob- 
stinate and  malignant  forms  of  disease.  M.  Jobert  de  Lamballe,  a 
French  physician,  extols  it  highly. 

The  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  uterine  neck  by  the  local  method 
above  described,  should  be  continued  until  the  diseased  surface  re* 
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gains  its  normal  appearance  aad  condition,  and  this  generally  requires 
from  six  or  eight  weeks  to  three  months.  Occasionallj,  a  case  of 
anusual  extent  and  severity,  or  of  long  standing,  will  not  be  cured 
within  the  period  mentioned.  The  physician  should  therefore  neither 
be  discouraged  himself,  nor  allow  his  patient  to  become  so;  but 
should  steadily  persevere  in  his  efforts,  as  nearly  all  these  cases, 
though  they  be  tedious  and  obstinate,  are  curable,  and  will  finally 
yield  to  proper  treatment.  The  patient's  mind  should  be  as  much 
as  possible  diverted  from  her  disease,  and  great  efforts  should  be 
made  to  inspire  her  with  hope  and  confidence,  not  only  because  the 
cure  is  thus  materially  assisted,  but  because  in  these  affections,  the 
nervous  system  is  peculiarly  apt  to  become  depressed,  and  the  mind 
to  be  desponding. 

I  said  a  little  way  back,  that  the  patient  should  be  kept  quiet.  I 
do  not  mean  by  this  to  advise  absolute  rest,  for  I  am  disposed  to  be- 
lieve that  ailer  the  acute  stage  of  these  disead$es  has  passed,  moderate 
exercise  not  unduly  protracted,  rather  tends  to  assist  and  to  expedite 
the  cure.  Some  patients  can  ride  during  the  entire  existence  of  the 
affection  without  pain  or  inconvenience,  and  such  should  be  encour- 
aged to  do  so. 

Walking  almost  invariably  causes  pain  either  in  the  back  or 
uterine  region,  but  I  am  nevertheless  in  the  habit  of  advising  and 
encoui  aging  my  patients  to  take  short  walks,  even  though  they  suffer 
a  little  temporary  aggravation  of  the  pain  in  consequence.  I  believe 
that  the  uterine  nerves  become  involved  in  these  cases,  or  that  a 
neuralgic  condition  of  the  parts  frequently  ensues,  and  that  to  this 
fact  is  often  due  the  pain  complained  of  after  walking  and  at  other 
times,  though  at  jthe  same  time  I  am  aware  that  the  congestion  and 
the  coexistent  displacement  of  the  organ  are  generally  sufficient  to 
account  satisfactorily  for  the  pain.  Still,  as  before  said,  when  the 
difficulty  has  become  chronic,  I  think  that  the  benefit  which  the  gen- 
eral system  derives  from  air  and  exercise,  mc^re  than  counterbalances 
any  local  trouble  which  may  by  possibility  result  from  indulgence 
therein. 

Frequent  sponging  of  the  hips  and  loins  with  cold  water,  and  vag- 
inal injections  of  the  same  are  calculated  to  assist  the  other  meafiures 
which  have  been  recommended  ;  and  while  speaking  of  injections,  I 
may  remark  that  mucilaginous  and  anodyne  vaginal  injections  (when 
applied  in  the  proper  way)  are  frequently  of  service  in  relieving  the 
pain  and  the  irritation  sometimes  attendant  up<m  all  dia<»ders  <^  the 
utezine  neck,    iuitriogent  solutions  also,  $uoh  aa  tha  sulphata  and 
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acetate  of  sine,  the  sugar  of  lead,  tannin,  alam,  &o.,  will  also  con- 
tribute  to  the  comfort^  and  freqnently  promote  the  cure  of  th^  patient. 

I  shall  add  little  or  nothing  further  respecting  the  general  or  con- 
8tituti<«al  treatment  of  these  affections.  Every  judicious  physician 
will,  of  course,  see  that  his  patient  is  attended  to  in  this  respect,  and 
will  adrise  such  regimen  and  medication,  as  may  seem  requisite  to 
put  her  system  in  the  best  possible  condition.  As  a  general  remark, 
I  will  suggest,  that  I  have  found  very  little  active  general  medication 
necessary  in  my  uterine  cases.  Occasionally,  iron  in  some  form,  or 
perhaps  a  combination  of  this  article  with  quinine,  conium  or  iodine, 
has  proved  useful  in  an  advanced  stage  of  disease ;  but  in  general 
I  have  depended  more  upon  the  topical  treatment,  and  such  purely 
hygienic  measures  as  the  case  seemed  to  require,  than  upon  any  reg* 
ular  or  systematic  course  of  medicine. 

Lest  it  should  be  supposed  that  I  am  ignorant  of,  or  have  under- 
valued the  treatment  recommended  by  Duparque  in  his  treatise  on 
^  Engorgements  of  the  Uterus,"  I  may  state  that  I  have  repeatedly 
made  trial  of  his  plan  of  antimonial  inunction,  but  in  spite  of  all 
efforts  to  prevent  it,  the  ointment  would  produce  its  specific  pustula- 
tion,  and  occasion  thereby  so  much  irritation  and  inconvenience,  that 
I  thought  it  best  upon  the  whole  to  abandon  its  use.  I  have  also 
prescribed  the  powder  of  secale,  in  ease  of  engorgement  attended 
with  hemorrhage,  but  as  the  article  generally  offended  my  patients' 
stomachs,  or  troubled  their  heads  considerably,  without  producing  a 
counterbalancing  beneficial  effect  upon  the  uterus,  I  have  lately 
ceased  to  depend  upon  it  for  any  purpose  whatever.  Still  I  doubt 
not  that  cases  are  met  with,  in  which  both  of  these  methods  will  be 
found  ttsefnl  and  practicable. 

I  have  heretofore  been  treating  of  diseases  of  the  cervix  uteri, 
when  the  organ  was  in  an  unimpregnated  state.  I  wish  now  to  direct 
your  attenUon  to  the  same  diseases  affecting  the  uterus  in  its  gravid 
condition.  My  brethren  of  the  Society  will  pardon  me  for  express- 
ing the  opinion,  that  pregnant  women  receive  too  little  consideration 
and  treatment  at  the  hands  of  our  profession.  We  are,  perhaps,  too 
apt  to  consider  the  ailments  to  which  such  women  are  subject,  as 
merely  "  symptoms" — as  something  which  is  a  natural  and  necessary 
consequence  of  gravidity,  not  requiring,  and  not  to  be  benefited  by 
any  medical  treatment.  And  herein  I  think  we  labor  under  an  erro- 
neous belief;  and  am  well  persuaded  that  a  ^  masterly  inactivity"  in 
many  of  these  cases,  does  injustice  not  only  to  our  suffering  patients, 
but  to  our  own  professional  skill  and  remedial  means.     I  am  well 
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satisfied,  that  the  excessive  nausea — ^with  which  some  females  suffer 
from  the  very  moment  ahnost  of  conception — ^the  uterine  pains — ^the 
vesical  and  vaginal  irritations — the  leucorrhea — ^the  ten  thousand 
little  difficulties  with  which  a  poor  woman  ''  in  the  familj  way"  is 
afflicted,  are  not  onlj  symptoms,  but  oflen  morbid  symptoms ;  and 
that  when  applied  to  for  their  relief  or  mitigation,  we  should  not 
content  ourselves  with  prescribing  some  simple  placebo  to  amuse  the 
patient's  mind,  and  keep  up  her  spirits  merely,  but  should  take  such 
measures  for  her  effectual  relief,  as  we  would  adopt  under  other  and 
ordinary  circumstances. 

Furthermore,  I  have  very  little  doubt  that  nine-tenths,  or  at  all 
events,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  abortions  and  miscarriages 
which  take  place,  are  due  to  actual  disease  of  the  cervix  uteri ;  and 
that  many  of  these  ^  accidents"  might  be  prevented  by  timely  and 
proper  applications  to  the  part  diseased.  Nor  is  this  a  matter  merely 
of  opinion  :  its  truth  rests  upon  the  observations  of  numerous  careful 
and  skillful  practitioners;  and  I  can  draw  upon  my  own  limited  ex- 
perience for  facts  which  prove  the  truth  not  only  of  the  main  propo- 
sition, but  of  its  adjunct  also ;  for  I  am  quite  sure  that  I  have  in 
several  instances,  by  appropriate  topical  treatment,  prevented  the 
occurrenoe  of  this  much  to  be  deprecated  misfortune. 

But  again :  to  refer  you  to  one  particular  "  symptom."  Every 
physician  knows  how  conmion  and  how  troublesome,  in  pregnant  wo- 
men, is  the  discharge  termed  ^^  the  whites"  or  leucorrhea ;  and  proba- 
bly every  one  of  any  experience  in  these  matters,  has  been  plagued 
and  baffled  by  the  obstinacy  of  the  disease.  Injections,  of  whatever 
kind,  are  mere  child's  play,  and  the  disease  frequently  goes  on  during 
the  whole  period  of  gestation,  to  the  very  great  annoyance  and  dis- 
comfort of  the  woman,  and  sometimes  of — ^her  husband.  Now  why 
should  this  be  so  ?  I  undertake  to  say,  that  in  the  great  majority  of 
instances,  this  difficulty  depends  upon  a  diseased,  generally  a  gran- 
ulated state  of  the  cervix ;  and  that  by  a  few  touches  of  the  nitrate 
of  silver  pencil ;  or  if  that  fails,  of  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury,  the 
otherwise  obstinate  disease  can  be  readily  and  effectually  controlled ; 
and  the  woman  thus  rendered  equally  comfortable  and  grateful.* 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  objected  by  those  who  entertain  a  pious 
horror  of  the  speculum,  that  its  use,  always  improper,  as  they  say, 

■ 
*  Of  course  every  prudent  physician  would  exercise  care  in  the  employment  of 

the  acid  nitrate  in  these  cases ;  and  when  there  was  great  susceptibility  to  mercu- 
rial influence,  or  any  other  good  reason  existed  for  avoiding  its  use,  would  content 
himself  with  the  more  slow  but  more  safe  application  of  the  lunar  caustic. 
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is  espedalljso  in  pregnancy ;  tliat  it  is  dangerous,  and  likely  to  cause 
the  very  result  which  its  use  is  affirmed  to  avert.  To  this  I  reply, 
that  its  use  in  careful  hands,  is  no  more  dangerous  in  pregnancy  than 
at  any  other  time  ;  that  in  fact  its  employment  is  not  half  so  likely  to 
do  mischief  as  the  existing  disease;  its  introduction  is  certainly 
easier ;  and  in  the  earlier  months,  the  womb  lying  low  in  the  cavity 
of  the  pelvis,  its  neck  can  be  more  readily  reached  and  brought  into 
view,  and  the  local  medication  on  that  account  effected  with  more 
facility. 

I  have  adduced  as  an  illustration. from  among  the  ^^ Diseases  of 
Pregnancy,"  merely  the  leuchorrhea,  but  as  before  remarked,  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  sickness  at  stomach  also  often  depends  upon  disease 
of  the  cervix,  whose  nervous  sympathies  and  influences  are  very  ex- 
tensive. And  if  this  theory  be  correct,  it  follows  that  the  sickness 
aforesaid  may  be  more  readily  and  effectually  checked  by  applying 
nitrate  of  silver,  or  the  acid  nitrate,  to  the  cervix  uteri,  than  by  filling 
the  stomach  with  any  quantity  of  soda,  bismuth,. charcoal  or  lemon 
juice. 

I  do  not  intend  to  enlarge  much  upon  this  or  any  other  topic,  as  I  wish 
to  avoid  the  charge  of  tediousness ;  but  I  beg  those  of  my  brethren, 
to  whom  these  may  be  novel  ideas,  to  look  into  the  matter,  and  con- 
sult authors  of  more  experience  and  reputation  than  I  can  lay  claim 
to ;  and  furthermore,  to  test  the  correctness  of  my  opinions  by  their 
own  clinical  observation  :  I  doubt  not  that  their  practice  thereafter 
will  be  somewhat  different  from  its  previous  character. 

I  do  not  believe,  however,  that  there  is  danger  of  my  saying  too 
much  on  the  main  topic  of  this  essay,  when  its  importance  is  consid- 
ered, and  I  am  therefore  tempted  to  add  a  little  to  what  has  already 
been  presented. 

That  diseases  of  the  uterus  constitute  a  large  and  interesting  por- 
tion of  every  physician's  cases,  at  least  his  chronic  cases  ;  that  they 
are,  or  have  been,  as  a  general  thing,  perplexing  and  obstinate  to  the 
practitioner,  not  less  than  troublesome  and  distressing  to  his  patients, 
few  indeed  will  be  disposed  to  deny.  That  their  influence  upon 
female  health,  upon  the  constitutions  of  children,  upon  the  happi- 
ness of  families,  upon  the  harmony  and  stability  of  the  domestic 
relations,  is  often  very  direct  and  very  efficient,  may  be  easily  demon- 
strated. The  connection  of  diseases  of  the  uterus  in  its  non-gravid 
state,  with  the  condition  of  the  same  organ  when  impregnated,  is  also 
a  very  close  and  important  one.  The  effects  experienced,  moreover, 
by  other  organs  and  parts  of  the  system,  through  the  all-powerful 
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medium  of  sympathy,  or  by  ackud  extension  from  snxface  to  sorface, 
or  by  the  way  of  the  cireolation,  should  also  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  and  in  view  of  these  facts,  for  they  are  facts,  we  can  scarcely 
devote  too  much  attention,  or  attach  too  great  importance  to  these 
uterine  affections.  For  thu'ty  years  or  more,  is  every  woman  liable 
to  their  attack,  and  if  at  the  outset,  or  at  an  early  period  of  her 
uterine  life,  she  becomes  thus  affected,  and  is  neglected  or  inefficiently 
treated,  she  may  feel  the  consequences  throughout  the  remainder  of 
her  days,  and  drag  on  a  miserable  existence,  embittered  by  sufferings 
and  aimoyances,  which  in  very  many  instances,  might  easily  have 
been  prevented  or  relieved. 

Let  us  again  sketch  a  case,  many  a  counterpart  of  which  is  daily 
met  with.  Suppose  a  young  girl  to  be  so  imprudent  as  to  dance  a 
whole  evening  during  the  catamenial  period,  and  then  leaving  a 
heated  rooln  with  her  skin  freely  perspiring,  her  feet  not  well  pro- 
tected, and  otherwise  inadequately  clothed,  she  ^  takes  cold,"  and  is 
so  unfortunate  as  to  become  the  subject  of  an  attack  of  uterine  con- 
gestion. Let  the  disease  be  now  misapprehended,  or  inefficiently 
treated,  and  in  a  little  while  she  begins  to  suffer  at  her  monthly 
periods,  which,  in  addition,  become  irregular  as  to  time,  and  as  to 
quantity  of  secretion,  until  at  length  she  finds  herself  affected  with 
permanent  dysmenorrhea.  After  awhile  her  general  health  begins 
to  suffer ;  her  stomach,  heart,  head,  and  in  short,  her  whole  system, 
especially  the  nervous  part  of  it,  participating  in  the  trouble,  and 
finding  exercise  difficult  and  painful  and  very  fatiguing,  unless  she 
be  a  person  of  uncommon  perseverance  and  spirit,  she  is  in  time 
confined  to  the  house,  and  not  unfrequently  her  room,  and  perhaps 
even  her  couch ;  and  she  takes  her  place  upon  the  list  of  confirmed 
invalids,  obtaining,  it  may  be,  but  little  sympathy  or  charity  from  her 
acquaintances  and  friends,  because  she  '^  does  not  look  very  sick," 
even  when  suffering  acutely. 

But  suppose  the  difficulty  does  not  reach  quite  this  extent;  and 
the  female  in  question,  by  dint  of  prolonged  rest,  and  by  virtue  of  a 
good  constitution  and  such  general ,  treatment  as  she  may  have 
received,  escapes  the  fate  of  confinement  within  doors,  and  is  able  to 
keep  about  nearly  as  usual  without  much  suffering,  except  for  a  few 
days  in  each  month  ;  and  suppose,  too,  that  in.course  of  time,  induced 
by  her  x)wn  wishes,  or  advised  to  such  a  step  by  her  physician,  (as 
has  often  been  done  without  doubt,)  she  enters  into  the  mcuriage 
state — what  then  ensues  ?  Beyond  all  question,  a  speedy  aggrava- 
tion or  renewal  of  her  old  symptoms,  and  an  increase  of  the  dormant 
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need  more  than  a  simple  statement  of  the  fact ;  for,  bj  the  mechan- 
ical injury  to  which  the  neck  of  the  organ  is  now  subjected,  and  the 
intense  and  repeated  physiological  excitement  consequent  upon  the 
new  relations  into  which  the  subject  has  entered,  a  hyperaemic  con- 
dition of  the  cervix  can  not  but  be  rapidly  established,  soon  resulting 
in  active  congestion,  inflammation  and  granulation,  with  all  their 
attendant  symptoms  and  sufferings. 

If,  as  may  possibly  happen,  impregnation  should  take  place,  the 
difficulties  just  mentioned  are  increased,  and  then  commence  the 
usual  symptoms  of  pain  in  the  back,  pelvis  and  limbs,  a  burning 
sensation  in  the  vagina  and  urethra,  with  frequent  and  painful  mic- 
turition, and  a  sense  of  weight  and  bearing  down  within  the  pelvis. 

Not  unfrequently  a  furred  tongue,  quick  pulse,  headache,  and  oc- 
casional shivering  fits,  denote  the  existence  of  some  constitutional  dis- 
turbance: and  so,  perhaps,  matters  go  on  for  some -ten  or  twelve 
weeks,  when  after  a  little  longer  walk  than  usual,  or  some  extra 
exertion,  or  it  may  be  some  strong  mental  excitement,  or  even  with- 
out any  obvious  reason  whatever,  a  flow  makes  its  appearance,  con- 
tinues and  increases,  soon  followed  by  uterine  pains,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate patient  miscarries  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  prevent  it  This 
occurrence  has  pretty  thoroughly  reduced  her  strength,  and  enfeebled 
her  whole  system ;  but  after  a  while  she  gets  up  again,  slowly  recovers 
and  resumes  her  usual  occupations,  though  her  face  is  more  pallid, 
and  her  air  more  languid  than  before ;  she  is  more  easily  overcome 
by  slight  exertions,  has  a  constant  pain  in  her  side,  an  occasional 
hemorrhage,  and  more  or  less  leucorrhea.  If  she  has  any  constitu- 
tional disposition  to  phthisis,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  a  short,  dry,  hack-  • 
ing  cough  will  soon  begin  to  annoy  her ;  and  no  very  long  period  will 
elapse  before  the  too  well  known  and  unmistakable  signs  of  tubercu- 
lar disease  manifest  themselves.  The  sad  but  inevitable  result  I 
need  hardly  mention. 

But  if  our  patient  has  no  hereditary  taint,  and  escapes  the  fate 
just  referred  to,  she  may  nevertheless  be  doomed  to  troubles  and 
sufferings  not  less  to  be  dreaded  than  the  more  rapidly  fatal  malady 
which,  under  similar  circumstances  in  other  cases,  often  results.  In 
due  time,  possibly,  she  again  conceives,  and  is  again  subjected  to  the 
dangers  and  sufferings  of  a  miscarriage ;  and  thus  she  goes  on,  year 
after  year,  dragging  out  a  weary  existence,  which  doubtless  she 
would  be  glad  to  exchange  for  the  repose  of  the  grave. 

Perhaps  I  may  have  exaggerated,  or  too  highly  colored  my  sketch; 
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and  jet  I  doubt  not  that  the  experience  of  many  of  the  members  of 
this  society  will  recognize  its  faithfulness  and  confirm  its  truth :  and 
even  if  from  among  the  whole  list  of  cases  that  come  under  the  phy- 
sician's notice,  there  should  be  found  but  a  bare  fraction  to  answer 
the  foregoing  description,  I  shall  still  have  discharged  my  duty  to 
that  small  number,  and  have  done  them  a  great  service  by  calling 
your  attention  to  the  cause  of  and  remedy  for  their  miserable  condi- 
tion, miserable  if  neglected  or  mistreated. 

There  is  one  fact  in  this  connection  which  deserves  particular 
mention.  All  physicians  who  have  paid  much  attention  to  uterine 
diseases,  and  especially  to  the  treatment  of  these  by  the  modem 
method,  can  not  but  have  noticed  that  many  of  their  patients  pre- 
viously, or  for  a  long  time  before,  sterile,  have,  soon  after  under- 
going the  topical  treatment  recommended  in  this  essay,  conceived 
and  gone  safely  through  the  period  of  gestation.  Now  if  this  proves 
anything,  it  shows  the  beneficial  infiuence  of  local  remedies  upon  the 
diseased  structure  and  organ.  The  uterus,  when  much  affected  by 
disease,  is  not  very  apt  to  discharge  its  physiological  duties  with 
regularity  and  certainty ;  and  when,  after  a  long  recusance  of  these 
duties,  it  again  takes  on  and  performs  its  proper  functions,  I  think 
the  fact  furnishes  tolerably  strong  evidence  that  a  change  for  the 
better  has  been  effected ;  and  if  we  are  ever  right  in  arguing  ^^post 
hoc,  ergo  propter  hocy"  certainly  this  immediate  connection  between 
cause  and  effect  manifested  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  cervix 
by  direct  local  applications,  pretty  thoroughly  establishes  their  present 
power  and  permanent  utility. 

I  should  not  have  satisfactorily  performed  the  duty  which  I  assigned 
myself  in  the  selection  of  my  subject,  were  I  to  omit  a  caution,  espe- 
cially needed  in  the  management  of  uterine  diseases ;  and  that  is,  not 
to  consider  them  cured,  when  only  partially  relieved.  Perhaps  in  no 
class  of  cases  is  there  a  stronger  tendency  to  relapse  than  in  those  of 
which  I  have  been  speaking.  The  physician  should  therefore  be  quite 
sure  that  every  vestige  of  disease  is  removed,  before  he  pronounces 
his  patient  well ;  and  even  then  he  should  charge  her  particularly  to 
use  great  care  in  avoiding  undue  exertions,  and  all  other  causes 
which  he  knows  may  be  likely  to  induce  a  return  of  the  complaint 
The  locality  of  the  disease,  and  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  treatment, 
are  such  that  both  physician  and  patient  are  anxious  to  get  through 
with  it  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  doubtless,  in  some  instances  the 
practitioner  may  fail  to  effect  a  radical  cure  for  want  of  sufficient 
perseverance  in  the  course  commenced.    I  allude  to  this,  because  it 
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is  not  unlikelj  to  occur,  and  possibly  an  objection  to  the  method  of 
treating  these  diseases  might  be  taken  from  the  fact  that  it  had  some- 
times failed  in  its  object,  when  in  truth  the  reason  for  its  failure  was 
to  be  looked  for  in  its  premature  discontinuance. 

It  was  no  part  of  my  design  to  say  much  with  regard  to  the  dis- 
placements of  the  tterus,  although,  entertaining  as  I  do  the  idea  that 
displacement  seldom  occurs  unconnected  with  disease  of  the  organ,  I 
might  with  propriety  have  devoted  some  moments  to  its  consideration. 
I  am  quite  satisfied  that  many  of  the  symptoms  attributed  to  prolap- 
sus uteri — such  for  instance  as  pain  in  the  back,  a  bearing  down 
sensation,  vaginal  discharge,  irritable  bladder,  &c.— depend  frequently 
more  upon  congestion  of  the  organ  than  upon  a  simple  change  of  its 
position.  How  few  women  indeed  are  there,  who  have  borne  chil- 
dren, in  whom  the  womb  retains  its  natural  situation !  But  fuither, 
it  is  very  often  the  fact  that  in  cases  where  the  s3rmptoms  referred  to 
are  most  urgent  and  distressing,  the  degree  of  displacement  is  very 
slight  and  almost  inappreciable ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  as  I  have 
more  than  once  seen,  a  woman  shall  have  so  great  a  degree  of  pro- 
lapsus, that  the  neck  of  the  womb  fairly  protrudes  between  the  labia, 
and  yet  she  is  able  to  take  long  walks,  and  even  perform  much  actual 
labor  with  but  very  little  trouble  or  suffering. 

In  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Science  for  July,  1853,  Dr. 
Peebles,  of  Virginia,  has  contributed  a  very  well  written  and  ingen- 
ious paper  ^  on  the  displacements  of  the  non-gravid  uterus,"  in  which, 
while  he  admits  that  engorgement  or  congestion  is  almost  always 
found  in  cases  of  malposition  of  the  uterus,  and  is  in  fact  the  patho- 
logical condition  of  the  organ  when  displaced,  he  yet  endeavors  to 
show  that  the  displacement  is  generally  the  antecedent,  and  the  con- 
gestion the  consequent;  and  adduces  as  arguments  to  support  his 
views,  among  other  things,  that  ^the  inci'ease  of  weight  in  the 
engorged  womb  is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to  effect  the  result."  And 
also,  that  '*  the  engorgement  may  greatly  disappear,  without  being 
followed  by  a  corresponding  return  of  the  organ  to  its  natural 
position." 

I  am  perfectly  willing  to  allow  their  due  weight  to  both  these 

arguments,  and  yet  I  am  not  convinced  by  them  nor  any  others 

which  I  have  met  with,  that  the  views  of  the  writer  above  quoted  are 

in  the  main  correct.    That  congestion  sometimes,  I  might  even  say 

often,  follows,  and  is  the  direct  consequence  of  malposition  of  the 

uterus,  I  do  not  doubt;  but  from  my  own  observation,  and  from 

reasoning  on  the  subject,  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  the  displace- 
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ment  and  the  coDgestion  are  frequently  simultaneous,  or  at  least  that 
both  are  owing  to  the  same  antecedent  cause.  However,  I  do  not 
intend  to  discuss  the  subject :  mj  reason  for  entering  upon  it  at  all 
at  the  present  time,  is  to  caution  mj  younger  brethren  especiallj 
against  adopting  a  too  exclusive  and  one-sided  view  of  the  matter,  in 
these  cases,  inasmuch  as  the  treatment  of  them  would  be  very  much 
influenced  and  modified  by  the  theory  that  one  should  embiace 
respecting  them.  Those  who  should  adopt  Dr.  P's  views,  would 
attach  very  great  importance  to  the  mechanical  treatment  of  the  dif* 
ficulty,  considering  the  topical  applications  which  I  have  recom* 
mended  as  of  secondary  consequence ;  while  those  who  should  think 
as  I  do,  that  displacements  of  the  uterus,  separated  from  their  patho- 
logical connections  of  engorgement,  granulation.  Sec,  occasion  com- 
paratively but  little  inconvenience  and  suflermg,  would  spare  their 
patients,  whenever  possible,  the  disagreeable  resort  to  a  pessary ;  and 
first  having  relieved  them  of  actual  disease  by  proper  topical  appli- 
cations,  would  trust  to  cold  water  douches  and  baths,  &c.,  for  the 
cure  of  the  displacement,  and  only  advise  the  employment  of  a  per- 
manent mechanical  appliance,  when  they  had  failed  in  every  other 
way  to  afford  the  desired  relief. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  further  detail  in  regard  to  this  point,  and  am 
not  very  strenuous  in  urging  that  my  particular  views  should  be 
generally  adopted.  I  do  not  assume  to  be  regarded  as  authority 
upon  this  or  any  other  part  of  the  subject  As  I  stated  at  the 
outset,  my  object  was  to  call  attention  to  a  very  common  class  of  dis- 
eases, in  my  opinion,  too  much  neglected,  or  too  inefficiently  treated, 
rather  than  to  attempt  the  feat  of  originating  any  new  theory,  or  of 
disproving  the  correctness  of  any  already  in  vogue. 

In  the  foregoing  paper  I  have  merely  given  the  results  of  my  own 
observation,  occasionally  supported  and  confirmed  by  such  authorities 
as  would  be  generally  recognized  by  the  profession.  Having,  then> 
no  pet  theory  to  establish  or  maintain,  and  no  rival  hypothesis  to 
demolish,  my  aim  has  been  simply  truth ;  and  sound  views  of  pathol- 
ogy and  clear  ideas  of  treatment,  are  what  in  common  with  the 

profession  I  labor  for  and  desire. 

Quackery  and  charlatanism  are  rampant  in  all  departments  of  the. 
healing  art,  and  in  none  more  so  than  in  that  branch  which  pertains 
to  female  diseases.  Every  ^'  experienced  "  old  woman,  and  traveling 
lecturer,  and  table-rapping  clairvoyant,  knows  as  much,  and  gener- 
ally much  more  than  the  regular  doctor.    The  surest  way  to  put 

down  empiricism  and  stop  the  spread  of  its  mischief,  is  for  the  medi- 
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cal  profession  to  attain  as  much  certainty  and  clearness  as  possible 
in  their  diagnosis  of  diseases,  and  consequently  harmony  and  uni- 
formity in  their  practice. 

Difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  mode  of  treatment  will  rarely  occur 
to  any  great  extent,  when  physicians  see  diseases  in  the  same  patho- 
logical light ;  but  when  obliged  to  guess  at  the  nature  and  character 
of  a  difficulty,  or  to  depend  solely  upon  symptoms,  we  shall  be  very 
t  apt  frequently  to  arrive  at  widely  different  conclusions  both  as  to  the 

disease  and  its  remedies.  The  employment  of  instrumental  assist^ 
ance,  therefore,  in  ascertaining  the  character  and  determining  the 
nature  of  internal  diseases,  can  not  but  be  considered  a  great  step  in 
advance,  inasmuch  as  it  adds  to  the  quality  of  certainty,  in  need  of 
which  the  structure  of  our  medical  science  somewhat  stands.  Let 
no  one  then  thoughtlessly  object  to,  or  willfully  refuse  this  assistance 
in  the  management  of  uterine  affections.  A  man  of  ordinary  tact 
and  right  feelings,  will  so  contrive  to  avail  himself  of  its  advantages, 
that  while  on  the  one  hand  he  obtains  the  information  which  he  so 
much  needs  and  desires,  on  the  other  he  will  avoid  all  unnecessary 
I  violence  to  his  patient's  delicacy,  be  she  never  so  refined  and  sensitive. 

^'  To  the  pure,  all  things  are  pure,"  should  be  as  much  an  axiom  in 
medicine  as  in  morals.  But  perhaps  I  have  said  enough  upon  this 
point,  and  'my  paper  is  extending  to  an  inconvenient  length.  I  will 
therefore  hasten  to  a  conclusion. 

If  the  statements  I  have  presented,  and  the  reasons  I  have  adduced, 
in  the  foregoing  somewhat  discursive  essay,  shall  induce  any  of  my 
professional  brethren  to  give  closer  attention  to  the  large  class  of 
uterine  diseases  which  come  under  the  notice  of  every  physician 
actively  engaged  in  general  practice,  and  if  the  mode  of  treatment 
which  I  have  described  and  advocated  shall  be  instrumental  in 
f  relieving  the  sufferings  and  restoring  the  health  of  even  a  few  of 

that  numerous  and  interesting  clasa  of  patients,  my  duty  to  this 
Society  and  to  my  profession  will  have  been  in  some  measure  dis- 
charged, and  the  time  and  labor  which,  by  your  appointment  for  this 
occasion,  has  been  required  at  my  bands,  will  not  have  been  expended 
in  vain. 

W.  B.  CASEY. 
MiDDLETOWN,  May,  1854. 
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The  publication  of  the  proceedings  has  been  delayed  by  waiting  ^ 

the  preparation  of  an  expected  obituary  notice,  the  large  amount  of 
miscellaneous  matter  ordered  by  the  Convention,  as  well  as  the  great 
pressure  of  other  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  publisher. 
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The  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society,  was  held  in  the  Court  House,  in  the  city  of 
Norwich,  May  10th  and  11th,  1855. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  when  the 
certificates  of  the  election  of  Fellows  were  presented  by  the  Secre- 
tary, and  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Fowler,  Thurs- 
ton, and  Lewis,  who  reported  the  following  list  of 

FELLOWS. 

HARTFORD  COUNTY.  NEW  HAVEN  COUNTY. 


B.  N.  Comings,  M.  D. 
O.  B.  Griggs,  M.  D. 
W.  €.  WilKams,  M.  D. 
*8.  Rockwell,  M.  D. 
£.  K.  Hunt,  M.  D. 

NEW  LONDON  COUNTY. 

Jno.  D.  Ford,  M.  D. 
H.  Thurston,  M.  D. 
Alonzo  Fuller,  M.  D. 
Jno.  C.  Bolles,  M.  D. 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  M.  D. 

FAIRFIELD  COUNTY. 

J.  Sherwood,  M.  D. 
Jno.  A.  McLean,  M.  D. 
*H.  N.  Bennett,  M.  D. 
*H.  L,  W.  Burritt,  M.  D. 
*Jas.  Baldwin,  M.  D. 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

♦D.  Williams,  M  D. 
*W.  B.  Casey,  M.  D. 
»S.  W.  Turner,  M.  D. 


J.  Knight,  M.  D. 
N.  B.  Ives,  M.  D. 
P.  G.  Rockwell,  M.  D. 
Joel  Canfield,  M.  D. 
R.  F.  StiUman,  M.  D. 

WINDHAM  COUNTY. 

J.  H.  Simmons,  M.  D. 
*H.  W.  Hough,  M.  D. 
D.  W.  C.  Lathrop,  M.  D. 
Wm.  A.  Lewis,  M.  D. 
^Daniel  A.  Hovey,  M.  D. 

LITCHFIELD   COUNTY". 

M.  Peters,  M.  D. 
H.W.Buel,M.D. 
R.  M.  Fowler,  M.  D. 
O.  Brovm,  M.  D. 
C.  B.  Maltbie,  M.  D. 

TOLLAND  COUNTY. 

Orson  Wood,  M.  D. 
G.  H,  Preston,  M.  D. 
H.  S.  Dean,  M.  D. 


*  Absent. 


It  was  voted  to  postpone  the  election  of  officers  for  the  present, 
and  proceed  to  the  next  regular  business  of  the  Convention. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Hunt,  Ford,  and  Wood,  were 
appointed  to  bring  forward  the  unfinished  business  of  last  year. 

Dr.  Peters  oflfered  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolvedy  That  in  the  death  of  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  M.  D.,  of 
Kent,  the  medical  profession  have  lost  a  worthy  and  useful  member, 
and  the  Society  a  firm  and  distinguished  supporter. 

Resolved^  That  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  suitkble 

biographical  sketch  of  the  deceased,  and  present  it  to  the  Convention. 

Resolutions  passed  unanimously,  and  Dr.  Peters  was  appointed  to 
prepare  a  biographical  sketch  of  the  deceased. 

Dr.  Hunt  presented  the  resolutions  from  Hartford  County  in  ref- 
erence to  the  Insane  confined  in  the  Connecticut  State  Prison — the 
Sanitary  condition  of  Hartford  County,  and  urging  the  adoption  of 
similar  measures  in  all  the  counties  of  the  &ate — ^the  Biography  of 
the  late  George  Sumner,  M.  D. — the  necessity  of  a  thorough  Phar- 
maceutical education  for  Druggists,  to  enable  them  to  discharge  their 
duties  with  more  regard  to  the  safety  of  human  life  and  the  best  in- 
terests of  humanity,  and  approving  of  the  organization  ofi the  *^ Amer- 
ican Pharmaceutical  Association;"  and  requesting  the  Convention 
to  co-operate  with  this  National  Association  in  its  laudable  efibrts 
'^  to  advance  pharmaceutical  knowledge,  and  elevate  the  professional 
character  of  Apothecaries  and  Druggists  in  the  United  States." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thurston, 

The  resolutions  presented  from  Hartford  County  were  severally 
referred  to  select  committees,  to  report  thereon  to  the  present  Con- 
vention. 

Dr.  Hunt  then  presented  the  resolution  of  Hartford  County,  recom- 
mending several  physicians  therein  named,  for  the  Honorary  Degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  this  resolution 
was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee,  to  be  raised,  on  Honorary 
Degrees  and  Honorary  Members. 

Dr.  Catlin  then  offered  a  resolution,  that  a  conmiittee  of  three  be 
appointed,  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  alteration  of  the  third 
section  of  the  "Act  to  incorporate  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society," 
by  erasing  the  word  "second,"  and  inserting  "fourth,"  preceding 
"  Wednesday  in  May,"  so  that  hereafter  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Convention  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  will  be  held  on  the 


fourth  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  in  the  place  of  the  second 
Wednesday,  as  now  required  by  said  act  of  incorporation.  The 
object  of  the  change  being  to  accommodate  those  members  of  the 
Society  who  may  be  members  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
and  Fellows  to  the  Convention  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  that 
tliey  might  be  enabled  to  attend  both  meetings.  On  motion,  referred 
to  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Buel,  Foster,  and  Wood. 

On  motion,  it  was  voted  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three,  to  attend 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  to  be  held 
at  Springfield,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  June,  1855.  On  motion, 
the  nomination  of  said  delegates  was  referred  to  the  Committee  to 
nominate  Delegates  to  the  National  Medical  Association. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thurston, 

Resolved^  That  if  any  Clerk,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  shall 
prosecute  a  fellow  of  the  Society,  he  shall  be  supported  by  the  State 
Society,  and  find  means  to  carry  on  a  law-suit  from  the  State 
Treasury. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Drs. 
Thurston,  Lathrop,  and  Dean. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Ford,  Dr.  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  of  Boston,  was  invited 
to  a  seat  in  the  Convention,  and  Dr.  Haile  was  requested  to  call 
upon  Dr.  Smith,  and  inform  him  of  the  vote,  and  escort  him  to  the 
Convention  now  in  session. 

Drs.  Hunt,  Ejiight,  Casey,  Simmons,  Fuller,  Peters,  Bennett,  and 
Dean,  were  appointed  a  committee  on  the  Hartford  resolutions  in 
reference  to  the  Insane  confined  in  Connecticut  State  Prison. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected,  viz. : 

WILLIAM  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  President. 
BENJAMIN  H.  CATLIN,  M.  D.,  Vice-President. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 
GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  until  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 


7\do  o'clock,  P.  M, 

The  Convention  came  together. 

The  Treasurer  read  his  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  referred 
to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Ives,  Griggs,  and  Brown,  to  audit 
the  same. 

Abstract  of  Treasurer's  Report. 

Ca  sh  in  Treasury,  ....             $240.13J 

Due  from  Clerks,         .  .            .            $1,250.13 

Deduct  one-third  for  bad  debts,  abatements, 

commissions,  &c.,  .            •           416.71 


833.42 


fl,073.55J 
The  Society  owes  for  debentures,  outstanding,  .  468.25 

Leaving  balance  in  favor  of  the  Society,  .  .       $605.30  J 

Drs.  Thurston,  Lathrop,  and  McLean,  were  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee on  Debentures. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  for  the  ensuing  year,  by  the  election  of 

Reynold  Webb,  M.  D.,  and  Benjamin  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  in  the 
Committee  of  Examination. 

Jonathan  Knight,  M.  D.,  and  Isaac  G.  Porter,  M.  D.,  in  the  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  Physicians  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 

E.  K.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  and  R.  M.  Fowler,  M.  D.,  in  the  Committee 
to  nominate  Professors  in  Yale  College. 

Drs.  Hunt,  Rockwell,  and  Simmons,  were  then  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Resolutions  of  Hartford  County,  in  reference  to  San- 
itary reports  from  the  several  counties. 

Drs.  Comings,  Canfield,  and  Bolles,  on  the  resolutions  of  said 
county,  on  the  Education  of  Druggists  and  Apothecaries ;  and, 

Drs.  N.  B.  Ives,  Buel,  and  Preston,  to  report  on  the  publication 
of  the  Biography  of  George  Sumnee,  M.  D.,  by  the  Convention. 

Drs.  Knight,  Hunt,  and  Porter,  were  then  appointed  a  Committee 
to  nominate  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Drs.  Ford,  Lewis,  StiUman,  Comings,  D.  Williams,  Wood,  Brown, 
and  McLean,  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Members. 


Drs.  Ivesy  Griggs,  Thurston,  Simmons,  Sherwood,  Fowler,  Casey, 
'and  Dean,  on  Gratuitous  Students. 

Drs.  Knight,  Hunt,  and  Rockwell,  to  nominate  Dissertator  to  the 
next  Convention. 

Dr.  £[night,  from  the  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  the 
American  Medical  Association,  reported  the  names  of  Drs.  N.  B. 
Ives,  N.  S.  Perkins,  6.  W.  Russell,  and  P.  6.  Rockwell;  and  also 
reported  the  names  of  Drs.  J.  Knight,  B.  Rogers,  and  A.  B.  Haile, 
as  Delegates  to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Societj,  the  present  year. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  gentlemen  were  severally  appointed  as 
recommended. 

Dr.  Knight,  from  the  Committee  to  nominate  a  Dissertator  to  the 
next  Convention,  reported  John;  D.  Ford,  M.  D.,  as  Dissertator,  and 
H.  W.  Buel,  as  substitute. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  gentlemen  were  appointed. 

Dr.  Ives,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  audit  the 
Treasurer's  report,  repotted,  that  the  committee  had  examined  the 
same,  and  found  it  correct;  and  recommended  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  accepted  by  the  Convention. 

Eesolvedy  That  past  Clerks  of  County  Medical  Societies  be  re- 
quested to  settle  their  accounts  with  the  Treasurer,  without  further 
delay. 

Dr.  R.  M.  Fowler,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  reerred  the 
alteration  of  the  charter  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  chang- 
ing the  time  of  holding  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Convention  from 
the  second  to  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  May,  submitted  a  report 
that  said  change*  is  expedient,  and  recommended  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  to  msd^e  such  change  in 
the  act  of  incorporation  of  the  Society. 

Report  accepted,  and  Drs.  Hunt,  A.  M.  Knight,  and  Simmons, 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

Dr.  Hunt,  from  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business,  reported 
that  the  only  unfinished  business  of  last  year  was  the  report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  on  Dr.  Wood's  resolution  on  the  labeling  of  all 
medicines  in  plain  English,  and  the  New  Hampshire  Circular.  That 
said  matter  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  which  Dr.  Beardsley  was 
Chairman. 

Dr.  Beardsley  was  not  in  Convention,  but  made  through  Dr. 
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Knight  a  verbal  report,  that  in  his  opinion  no  action  was  necessarj 
bj  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Wood,  a  member  of  the  same  Committee,  being  present,  stated 
that  the  Committee  had  held  no  meeting,  but  he  had  submitted  his 
"opinion  to  the  Chairman,  and  was  now  in  favor  of  petitioning  the 
Legislature  to  pass  a  law  which  should  prohibit  the  sale  of  Patent 
Medicines,  unless  labeled  in  plain  English." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sumner,  seconded  by  Dr.  Wood,  the  subject  was 
continued  to  the  next  Convention,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  con- 
sisting of  Drs.  Wood,  Fuller,  and  Lewis. 

Dr.  Stephen  6.  Hubbard  then  read  a  Dissertation  on  "  Registra- 
tion the  Basis  of  Sanitary  Reform." 

On  which.  Dr.  Beckwith  offered  the  following  resolution. 

Resolvedj  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  Stephen  G.  Hubbard,  M.  D.,  for  his  very  able 
and  important  paper,  read  by  him,  on  Registration,  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  furnish  a  copy,  for  publication  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  Convention. 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Knight,  and  passed  unanimously. 

Dr.  Ives,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Biography  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sumner,  reported  that  they  had  examined  the  same,  indorsed  the 
resolutions  of  Hartford  County,  and  recommended  the  publication  of 
the  Biography,  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention. 

Report  accepted,  and  resolution  passed. 

In  consequence  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Drs.  Ford  and 
McLean,  from  the  Convention,  their  vacancies  on  the  Committee  on 
Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Members,  were  filled  by  Drs. 
Bolles  and  Lathrop,  and  Dr.  Brown  on  Debentures,  in  place  of  Dr. 
McLean. 

Dr.  Hunt,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  resolu- 
tions submitted  to  the  Convention  by  the  Hartford  County  Medical 
Society,  on  the  procuring  of  Sanitary  reports  from  the  several  coun- 
ties, made  the  following  report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  plan  adopted  by  Hartford  County 
Medical  Society,  submitted  to  their  consideration,  and  published  in 
the  proceedings  of  last  year,  and  have  also  examined  several  papers, 
submitted  to  the  County  Medical  Society,  obtained  under  that  sys- 
tem, and  are  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  same  were  adopted  by  the 
several  counties  of  the  State  as  energetically  and  perseveringly  as 


their  importance  demands,  it  would  ultimately  furnish  an  ample  and 
reliable  sanitary  condition  of  the  State. 

We  propose  further,  that  in  addition  to  these  inquiries,  the  report 
of  Dr.  Gurdon  W.  Russell,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Hartford 
County  Medical  Society,  be  published  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
present  year,  that  members  may  learn  the  method  adopted  in  that 
county,  in  making  up  reports,  and  pursue  it  with  more  or  less  full- 
ness as  circumstances  demand. 

In  conclusion,  they  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved^  That  this  Convention  earnestly  recommend  to  each 
county  of  the  State  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  preparing  a  sanitary 
report  after  the  plan  pursued  in  Hartford  County,  and  which  appears 
with  sufficient  fullness  to  be  readily  understood  in  the  published  pro- 
ceedings of  the  present  year. 

Signed, 

Hunt,  "^ 

Rockwell,  >  Committee. 
Simmons,     ) 

Report  accepted,  and  resolutions  adopted. 

Dr.  Ives,  from  the  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students,  reported 
that 

New  Haven  county  had  elected,  Samuel  Shepard, 
Middlesex  county,  George  H.  Perry, 

Litchfield  county,  Edward  Bulkley,  Jr., 

Fairfield  county,  Elijah  Gregory, 

Middlesex  county,  Nehemiah  Nickerson, 

Tolland  county,  Stephen  F.  Pomeroy. 

For  vacancies  in  Hartford  and  New  London  counties,  Richard 
Foote  and  John  Johnson,  A.  B. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  vacancies  were  filled  by  Richard  Foote 
and  John  Johnson. 

Dr.  Knight  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedj  That  the  several  county  societies  be  requested  to  collect 
and  report  to  this  Convention,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  each  year, 
the  names  of  such  members  of  their  respective  societies  as  have  died 
during  the  previous  year,  with  such  obituary  notices  of  them  as  they 
may  deem  proper. 
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Resolutioa  carried  unanimously. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Ford,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted. 

Resolved^  That  we  recommend  to  the  physicians  throughout  the 
State,  a  full  and  earnest  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Reg- 
istration law  and  to  promote  its  observance. 

Dr.  Thurston  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  clerks  of  the  several  county  societies  hereafter 
be  exempt  from  all  taxes  due  to  the  State  Society,  during  their  term 
of  office,  in  addition  to  the  present  fees. 

Resolution  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beckwith,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted. 

• 

Resolvedj  That  in  the  deaths  of  Samuel  Buel,  M.  D.,  Aaron 
Moody,  M.  D.,  Thomas  P.  Wattles,  M.  D.,  Horace  Burgess,  M.  D., 
Avery  Downer,  M.  D.,  John  Noyes,  M.  D.,  Ralph  Carter,  M.  D.,  late 
prominent  members  and  fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society, 
the  medical  profession  have  lost  useful  and  honorable  members  and 
the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  some  of  its  most  faithful  supporters 
and  distinguished  ornaments. 

Resolved  further,  That ,  be  a  conmiittee  to  prepare 

suitable  sketches  of  the  deceased,  and  report  to  the  county  meetings, 
to  be  by  them  submitted  to  the  next  annual  Convention. 

On  motion,  the  blank  was  filled  by  a  committee  of  one  from  a 
county,  viz. 

Eli  Ives,  M.  D.,  New  Haven  county, 

Gurdon  W.  Russell,  M.  D.,  Hartford  county, 

Wm.  B.  Casey,  M.  D.,  Middlesex  county, 

J.  6.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  Litchfield  county, 

R«  Blakeman,  M.  D;,  Fairfield  county, 

W.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  Windham  county, 

J.  D.  Ford,  M.  D.,  New  London  county, 

T.  Dimock,  M.  D.,  Tolland  county. 

Dr.  Ford,  from  the  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary 
Members,  recommended  the  names  of  Dr.  Sidney  W.  Rockwell,  of 
East  Windsor,  Dr.  S.  Waldo  Hart,  New  Britain,  Dr.  Warren  Thrall, 
Glastonbury,  Dr.  Erastus  Bancroft,  of  Wolcottville,  to  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  Corporation  of  Yale  College,  for  the  Honorary  Degree  of 
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Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  also  recommended  that  the  names  reported 
last  year  be  again  forwarded  to  the  Corporation  of  Yale  College,  and 
entered  on  the  Triennial  Cataloguefor  the  year  1854. 

Also,  J.  Y.  C.  Smith,  M.  D.,  of  Boston, 

Joseph  Sargent,  M.  D.,  of  Worcester, 
O.  Wendell  Holmes,  M.  D.,  of  Boston, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell,  M.  D.,  of  Albany, 
as  Honorary  Members  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and  on  balloting  for  the 
seyeral  gentlemen,  they  were  found  severally  elected,  viz. 

Drs.  Rockwell,  Hart,  Thrall  and  Bancroft,  for  recommendation  to  the 
Corporation  of  Yale  College,  for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  M.  D.,  and 
Drs.  Smith,  Sargent,  Uolmes  and  Cogswell,  as  Honorary  Members 
of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Comings,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lutions submitted  by  the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society,  in  regard 
to  the  preparatory  education  of  Druggists  and  Apothecaries,  made 
the  following  report : 

That  the  resolutions  presented  by  the  Hartford  County  Medical 
Society  be  adopted  and  published  in  the  transactions  of  this  Society, 
and  that  our  Secretary  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions to  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Comings,    ") 
Sandfobd,  >•  Committee. 

BOLLES,        ) 

Votedj  That  the  action  of  the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society 
in  regard  to  the  dismissal  of  Dr.  Jairus  Case,  be  confirmed  by  this 
Convention. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Knight, 

Besokfed,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  laid  upon 
each  member,  payable  on  the  Ist  June  next. 

Resolution  adopted,  and  tax  laid. 
Ac^oumed  to  8  o'clock,  Thursday,  A.  M. 
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Hiundayy  Eight  o^chck^  A.  M. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  on  Dr.  Thurston's  resolution,  through  their  chair- 
man, Dr.  Thurston,  reported,  that  the  By-Laws  are  sufficientlj  ex- 
plicit on  the  subject,  and  beg  leave  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration. 

Report  accepted,  and  committee  discharged. 

Dr.  Baldwin,  another  member  of  the  Committee  on  Dr.  Wood's 
resolution,  reported  further,  that  the  sale  of  Patent  Medicine  nostrums, 
involves  a  large  sum  of  money,  variously  estimated  from  fifty  to  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars ;  that  most  of  this  sum  is  carried  from  the 
State,  and  pays  no  tax,  being  sold  by  peddlers  and  others  on  commis- 
sion ;  that  it  is  just  that  it  should  pay  a  certain  tax  or  license  in 
the  towns  where  raised ;  that  the  payment  of  a  license  fee  would  re- 
strict the  sale  of  those  articles  in  which  the  manufacturers  have  no 
confidence,  and  limit  the  operations  of  the  adventurers  who  seek  to 
replenish  their  pockets  by  hawking  articles  of  pretended  efficiency  on 
the  suffering  sick.  The  committee  would  recommend  that  the  Con- 
vention call  the  attention  of  our  State  Legislature  to  this  view  of  the 
subject  for  such  legislation  as  sound  political  economy  demands. 

The  report  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee,  already  ap- 
pointed, on  Patent  Medicines  and  Nostrums. 

The  reports  of  the  Standing  Committees  were  then  called  for, 
when  the  Secretary  (in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Welch,  appointed  to  make 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Examination,  not  having  rendered  it,) 
stated  that  the  published  report  of  the  Dean  contained  the  proceed- 
ings ;  that  the  class  was  unusually  well  prepared,  and  in  all  respects 
worthy  of  the  Listitution,  whose  diploma  they  received  by  the  unani- 
mous approbation  of  the  Board. 

The  Committee  on  the  appointment  of  Professors  for  Yale  Col- 
lege, and  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  appointment  of  Physician  to 
the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  reported  that  no  proceedings  had  been 
called  for  in  their  several  boards. 

Reports  accepted. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  from  Hartford  County,  in  relation 
to  L[isane  Convicts. 
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Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Society,  from  statements  made  to  it 
to-daj,  and  from  the  many  published  reports  of  former  Physicians 
and  Wardens  of  the  State  Prison,  that  Insane  convicts  in  considerable 
numbers,  are  always  to  be  found  there,  for  whose  comfort  or  recovery 
no  suitable  accommodations  are  famished,  or  means  employed ;  and 
believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  interests  of  humanity  and  of  the  State, 
are  both  involved  in  a  change,  having  for  its  object  the  recovery,  if 
possible,  of  the  class  of  persons  above-named.     Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  this  Society  respectfully  request  the  State  Medical 
Society,  at  its  ensuing  Convention,  duly  to  consider  this  important 
subject ;  and  by  an  active  committee,  or  otherwise,  place  itself  in 
relation  with  those  to  whom  the  power  of  furnishing  relief  belongs, 
and  earnestly  endeavor  to  procure  such  action  in  the  premises,  as 
best  promises  to  secure  the  end  contemplated.* 

Dr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Debentures,  made  a  report, 
which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 
Dr.  P.  G.  Rockwell  offered  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  the 
Norwich  Medical  Association,  the  Municipal  Authorities,  and  other 
citizens  of  Norwich,  for  the  very  generous  and  hospitable  manner  in 
which  they  have  greeted  and  entertained  us  during  our  sojourn  here. 

Resolution  passed  unanimously. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest, 

JOSIAH  G.-BECKWTTH,  Secrttary. 


*  The  object  contemplated  in  the  above  resolation,  was,  early  in  the  session, 
brought  by  petition  before  the  liegislatore,  and  referred  to  the  "  Committee  on 
State  Hnmane  Institutions/'  whoso  report  is  appended  to  these  Proceedings, 
principally  for  the  sake  of  bringing  several  highly  interesting  facts  to  the  notice  of 
the  profession,  and  thus  secnro  its  hearty  cooperation,  in  carrying  on  to  comple- 
tion, the  undertaking,  which  the  appropriation  of  the  present  year,  has  enabled  its 
friends  to  begin. 
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ORDINARY  MEMBERS. 


The  names  of  those  Members  who  are  exempt  from  taxation  by  age,  are  in 
italics;  the  nmnes  of  those  who  have  been  Presidents  of  the  Society^  are  m 
capitals. 


HARTFOKD    COUNTY. 

t 

SETH  L.  CHILD,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
William  H.  Brownell,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Hasttord,  Henry  Holmes,  Samuel  B. 
Beresford,  George  B.  Hawlej,  Gurdon 
W.  Rugsell,  David  Crary,  P.  W.  Ells- 
worth, Benjamin  RogerSf  E.  K.  Hunt, 
John  S.  Batler,  J.  C.  Jackson,  A.  W. 
Barrows,  Thomas  Miner,  M.  W.  Wil- 
son, William  Porter,  John  H.  Wells, 
William  R.  Brownell,  P.  W.  Hastings, 
S.  C.  Preston,  J.  S.  Curtis,  S.  C. 
Hall,  Edwin  Blakslee,  J.  N.  Koem- 
bach. 

Avon,  Alfred  Kellogg. 

Berlin,  E.  Brandagee,  Jr. 

New  Britain,  Samud  Hart,  Roswell 
Hawley,  £.  D.  Babcock,  B.  N.  Com- 
ings. 

Bloomfibld,  Henry  Gray. 

Bristol,  Joseph  W.  Camp,  John  S. 
Moody,  Loomis  North. 

Burlington,  William  Elton,  2d. 

Canton,  Co^tiurt^^,  Russell  H.  Tiffany. 

East  Hartford,  Eli  Hall,  Seth  L. 
Child,  Clarence  M.  Brownell,  H.  K. 
Olmst«ad. 

East  Windsor,  Hiram  Watson. 

Broad  Brook,  Marcus  L.  Fisk. 

Warehouse  Point,  Joseph  Olmstead. 

Enfibld,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L.  Spald- 
ing, H.  A.  Grant. 

ThomptonviUe,  J.  Bailey  Beach,  L.  S. 
Pease. 

Farminoton,  Asahel  Thompson. 
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PlainvUle,  G.  A.  Moody. 

UnionvilU,  William  H.  Sage. 

Glastenburt,  Clinton  Bunoe. 

South  Glastenbury,  C.  E.  Hammond, 
Luman  J.  Andrus,  Henry  Gilbert. 

Easthury,  Sabin  Stocking. 

Granby,  Josmh  F.  Jewett. 

East  Granbu,  Chester  Hamlin. 

West  Granbu,  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 

North  Granby,  Francis  F.  Allen. 

Manchester,  W.  C.  Williams,  W. 
Scott. 

Rocky  Hill,  Sylvester  Bulkley,  R.  W. 
Griswold. 

SiusBURY,  Roderick  A.  White. 

Tariffville,  George  W.  Sanford,  Charles 
W.  Ensign. 

SouTHiNOTON,  Julius  S.  Bamcs,  N.  H. 
Byington,  F.  A.  Hart. 

South  Windsor,  Horace  C.  Gillette, 
H.  Goodrich. 

East  Windsor  HiU,  Wm.  Wood,  Sid- 
ney Rockwell. 

Suffield,  S.  B.  Low,  Aretus  Rising. 

West  Suffidd,  0.  W.  Kellogg. 

Wethersfield,  E.  F.  Cooke,  A.  S. 
Warner,  R.  Fox. 

West  Hartford,  Edward  Brace. 

Windsor,  William  S.  Pierson,  A.  Mor- 
rison, Samuel  A.  Wilson. 

Windsor  Locks,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 

Poqwmock,  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 
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NEW    HAVEN    COUNTY. 


HENRY  BRONSON,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
S.  G.  Hubbard,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  Eli  Ives,  T.  P.  Beers, 
Jonathan  Knight,  Samu^  Punderson, 
A.  S.  Manson,  Charles  Hooker,  Na- 
than B.  Ives,  £.  H.  Bishop,  E.  D. 
North,  J.  A.  Totten,  Levi  Ives,  Plinv 
A.  Jewett,  D.  L.  Dag^tt,  Georjje  O. 
Sumner,  D.  A.  Tyler,  Henry  Bron- 
son,  E.  A.  Parte,  S.  G.  Hubbard,  W. 
J.  Whiting,  A.  C.  Blakeslee,  H.  W.  E. 
Mathews,  C.  A.  Lindsley,  Worthing- 
ton  Hooker,  T.  P.  Beers,  Jr.,  Charles 
Byington,  Venderlin  Hassler,  Samuel 
Lloyd,  Geo.  E.  Buddington,  Thomas 
H.  Totten,  J.  K.  Downs,  Moses  C. 
White,  L€M>nard  J.  Sanford,  C.  L. 
Ives,  Hobart  Keese,  Lucius  A.  Smith. 

Fair  Haven,  C.  S.  Thompson,  W.  M. 
White,  Lyman  Parker. 

Bethant,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branfokd,  WiUougkby  L.  Lay,  Jacob 
0.  Loomis. 

North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardslev. 

Cheshire,  A.  J.  Driggs,  Harvey  %. 
Way,  Noah  B.  Welton. 

Derby,  Ansonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 

Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsley,  T. 
Duttbn. 


Hamden,  E.  D.  Swift. 

HumpkrajsviUe,  Ahiram  Stoddard,  Shel- 
don C.  Johnson,  Joshua  Kendall, 
Thomas  Stoddard. 

East  Haven,  Bela  Famham, 

North  Haven,  Roswell  F.  Stilhnan. 

Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,  Alvan  Tal- 
cott. 

Madison,  Reynold  Webb,  D.  W.  Webb. 

Meriden,  Lewis  Barnes. 

West  Meriden,  B.  H.  CaUin,  Edward 
W.  Hatch. 

YaUsville,  C.  B.  McCarty. 

Milford,  Hull  Allen,  L.  N.  Beardsley. 

Nauoatuck,  J.  D.  Mears,  Timothy 
Langdon. 

Oxford,  Roswell  Bronson. 

Southbury,  a.  B.  Burritt. 

South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 

Wallinoford,  Neheiniah  Banks,  Sam- 
uel N.  Rowell. 

Waterbury,  G.  L.  Piatt,  John  Dea- 
con, George  E.  Perkins,  M.  H.  Per- 
kins, Sturges  Bulkley,  P.  G.  Rock- 
well, Thomas  Dougherty. 

Woodbridoe,  Isaac  GoodstU^  Andrew 
Castle. 


NEW     LONDON     COUNTY. 

ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Benjamin  D.  Dean,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Perkins,  James  Morgan, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  Wm.  W.  Miner, 
Seth  Smith,  D.  P.  Francis,  Albert 
Hobron,  Robert  A.  Manwaring. 

Norwich,  Bxchard  P.  Tracy,  Erastus 
OsQood,  Elijah  Dyer,  EUsha  Phinney, 
Jonn  D.  Ford,  Edwin  Bentley,  Ben- 
jamin D.  Dean,  John  P.  Fuller, 
Alonzo  Fuller,  Horace  Thurston, 
Henry  W.  Leach,  Daniel  G.  Gulliver, 
A.  B.  Haile. 

BozRAH,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezeh'el  W.  Parsons, 
Frederick  Morgan, 

East  Lyme,  jAn  L,  Smith,  Austin  F. 
Perkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 


Griswold,  Jewett  City,  William  Sonle. 

Groton,  Joseph  Durfey. 

Noank,  A.  T.  Douglass. 

Lebanon,  Joseph   Comstock,  Ralph  P. 

Green.  ^ 

Ledyard,  Gale^s  Ferry,  Rofus  W.  Ma- 

thewson. 
Lyme,  Richard  Noyes. 
North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 
MoNTviLLE,  John  C.  Bolles. 
UncasviUe,  Samuel  E.  Maynard. 
Preston,  Eleazer  B.  Downing. 
Poquetannock,  Henrv  C.  Randall. 
Salem,  Nathaniel  Footc. 
Stonington,    William  Hyde,    Geoige 

E.  Palmer,  William  Hyde,  Jr. 
Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 
Mystic  Bridge,  E.  F.  Coats,  A.  W.  Coats. 
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FAIBriELD    OOUKTT. 

SAMUEL  S.  NO  YES,  M.  J>.,  ChAirman. 
Justus  Shbbwood,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Fairfield,  S.  P.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 

Greenfield,  RUFUS  BLAKEMAN. 

Souikport,  Justus  Sherwood. 

Bbidobport,  D.  H.  Nash,  Frederick 
J.  Jadson,  H.  L.  W.  Bunitt,  William 
B.  Nash,  Robert  Hubbard,  H.  N. 
Bennett. 

Bbookfibld,  Noah  A.  Lacey,  A.  L. 
Williams. 

Dabbuby,  R.  B.  BoUfard,  E.  P.  Ben- 
nett. 

Eastov,  James  Baldwin,  Abram  P. 
Ticknor. 


HuNTiKOTON,  James  IL  Shelton. 

MoBBOE,  Salmon  H.  Hall. 

New  Canaan,  Samuel  S.  Noyes,  Lewis 

Richards. 
NoBWALK,  John  A.  McLean,  Ira  Greg- 

OTJ. 

Stamfobd,  N.  D.  Haight,  Samuel 
Sands,  Lewis  Hurlbut. 

Stbatfobd,   William  T.  Shelton. 

T^VMBVhh,  ELIJAH  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  George  Dyer. 

Westpobt,  George  Blackman,  Darid 
S.  Burr. 


WINDHAM     COUNTT. 

ORRIN  WITTER,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Javbs  B.  Whitoomb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Bbooklyn,  James  B.  Whitcomb,  Dan- 
iel M.  Hale,  William  Woodbridge. 

Ashfobd,  John  H.  Simmons. 

Cantbbbubt,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Joseph 
Palmer. 

Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes. 

ILLINO 

mond. 


KiLLiNOLT,    Daysvule,    Justin    Ham 


ignc 

me. 


South  Killingly,  Daniel  A.  Hover. 

East  Killin^y,  E.  A.  Hill. 

West  KiUindy,  Dayid  E.  HaU,  Samuel 

Q^inebaug,  Henry  W.  Hough,  Thomas 


Hntchins,  Stephen  C.  Gri| 


W.  Perry. 
Plainfibld,  WM.  H.  COGSWELL. 
Moosup,  Morey  Burgess,  Nathan  S.  Pike, 

Lewis  E.  Dixon. 


Centralville,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Jr. 

Pomfbet,  Hiram  Holt,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams. 

Steblino,  William  A.  Lewis. 

Thompson,  Howell  Holcomb,  John 
McGregor. 

VoLUNTOWN,  HarveyCamvMl, 

Windham,  Charles  Hunt,  De  Witt  C. 
Lathrop. 

Willinumtic,  John  Hill,  Jr. 

Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 

Woodstock,  North,  Asa  Witter. 

South  Woodcock,  Lorenzo  Marty, 

West  Woodstock,  Milton  Bradford, 
Charles  H.  Rogers. 

Eastfobd,  Henry  Gray. 


litchfibld   oountt. 

WILLIAM  W.  WELCH,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
H.  W.  BuEL,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Litchfibld,  Josiah  G.  Beckwith,  Geo. 

Seymour,  D.  E.  Bostwick,  E.  Osbom, 

H.  W.  Buel. 
Soidh  Farms,  Garry  H.  Miner. 
Canaan,  Ithamar  H.  Smith. 
Sovih  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 


CoBNWALL,  Burritt  B.  North,  John  H. 

Welch. 
West  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Gold. 
CoLBBBOOK,  Seth  Pease. 
Gaylord's  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 
Goshen,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
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Harwintom,  Miller. 

Kbnt,   Wdls  Beardsley^  John  £.  Smith. 
Nbw  Milford,  Jehiel  Williams ,  Wm. 

B.  Lacy. 
BridgewcUer,  Horace  Judson. 
Norfolk,  WUliam  W.  Welch,  E.  D. 

Hugging. 
Pltmouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  IloUoWt  William  Woodruff. 
RoxBUBT,  Myron  Downs. 
Salisburt,  0.  Plumb. 
LaJcesvUlef  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  Wm. 

M.  Knight. 
New  Hartford,  South,  Barber. 


Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauncey 
Reed.  » 

ToRRiNOTOM,  Wdcottville,  Erastua  Ban- 
croft,  J.  W.  Phelps. 

Warren,  O.  Brown. 

Woodville,  Manley  Peters. 

Wabhinoton,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

Watertown,  Samuel  Catlin,  Jr. 

Winchester,  West  Winsted,  James 
Welch,  H.  G.  Westlake,  J.  W.  Bid- 
well. 

Woodbury,  Charles  H.  Webb. 


MIDDLESEX     COUNTY. 


M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Elisha  B.  Nye,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


MiDDLETOWN,  Joscph  Barrett,  Charles 
Woodward,  William  B.  Casey,  Da- 
vid Harrison,  Franklin  Woodruff, 
Elisha  B.  Nye,  George  W.  Burke, 
Miner  C.  Hazen. 

Chatham,  Ecut  Hampton,  Francis  G. 
Edeerton. 

MidfSe  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worthington. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  H.  Hubbard. 

Cromwell,  Ira  Hutchinson. 


Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 

East  Haddam,    Asa  M.  Holt,  Datus 
Williams. 

Haddam,  Edwin  Bidwell. 

Higganum,  William  H.  Tremaine. 

Portland,  George  O.  Janris,  G.  C.  H. 
I     Gilbert. 
I  Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 

I)eiep  River,  Rufns  Baker. 

Old  Saybrook,  Essex,  Alexander  H. 
I     Hough,  Frederick  W.  Shepard. 


TOLLAND     COUNTY. 


ORSON  WOOD,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,    Ahijak   Ladd,    Oliver    K. 

Isham,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
Coventry,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 
So.  Coventry,  T.  Dimock,  H.  S.  Dean. 
Ellington,  Allen  Hyde,  Horatio  Dow, 

J.  H.  Manning. 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin 

C.  White,  Elijah  A.  Woodward. 
Mansfield,  North,  Norman  Brigham, 

W.  H.  Richardson. 


Eagleville,  Edwin  G.  Sumner. 

SoiUh  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 

SoMERR,    Orson     Wood,    Erasmus    E. 

Hamilton. 
Stafford,  East,    William  N.  Clark, 

Eleazer  S.  Beebe. 
Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodgct. 
Union,  E.  Linsley. 
Vernon,  John  B.  Lewis. 
Rockoille,  M.  M.  Frizzle,  Alden  Skinner. 
WiLLiNOTON,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
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SUMMARY    OF    ORDINARY  MEMBERS    FOR    1855,  WITH  THE 
DEATHS  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1,  1855. 


Taxable. 

Not  Taxable! 

Total. 

Deaths. 

Hartford  County, 

78 

6 

84 

2 

New  Haven  County, 

71 

11 

82 

1 

New  London  County, 

36 

11 

47 

3 

Fairfield  County, 

21 

t 

28 

0 

Windham  County, 

31 

5      . 

36 

1 

Litchfield  County, 

39 

4 

43 

2 

Middlesex  County, 

22 

2 

24 

• 

0 

Tolland  County, 

20 

8 

28 

0 

Total,  318  54  372  9 

Note.  Former  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  arc  permanent 
members  of  the  annual  Convention,  having  tjie  privilege  of  attending  all  meet- 
ings, and  performing  all  the  duties  of  attending  members,  except  that  of  casting 
their  votes.  And  all  members  of  tlie  Society  are  invited,  by  the  By-Laws,  to  bo 
present  at  all  meetings  of  the  Convention. 


DEATHS  OF  MEMBERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1, 1855, 

WITH   THR    AGE   AND   DISEASE   SO   FAR  AS   ASCERTAINED. 

Hartford  County.  Ralph  Carter,  of  Glastenbnry,  aged  64  years.  Disease, 
Softening  of  the  Brain.  George  Sumner,  of  Hartford,  aged  61.  Disease,  Soft- 
ening of  the  Brain. 

New  Haven  County.  Anson  Moody,  of  New  Haven,  aged  63,  of  Typhus 
Fever. 

New  London  County.  Avery  Downer,  of  Preston,  aged  93  years,  of  Old  Age. 
Thomas  P.  Wattles,  of  North  Stonington,  of  Disease  of  the  Heart,  aged  54. 
John  Noyes,  of  Lyme,  aged  40,  of  Consumption. 

Windham  County.     Horace  Burgess,  of  Moosup,  of  Dysentery,  aged  — 

Litchfield  County.  Samuel  Buel,  of  Litchfield,  aged  72,  of  Consumption. 
Johnson  C.  Hatch,  of  Kent,  aged  63,  accidentally  drowned  in  Housatonic  river. 


DUTIES    OF    CLERKS. 

To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  Immediately 
after  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 
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To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secrctarj,  on  or 
beforo  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinqaent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages  and  diseases  of  the  members  of  this  Society,  who  may 
have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  Ist  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  several 
County  Societies. 


RULES    OF    ORDER. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificat«s  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  the  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  Election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  OflBcers  for  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves,  &c., 
from  the  several  Counties,  and  Members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  Gratuitous  Course  of  Lecture?. 

1 4.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Memberships. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Disscrtator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  I^solves,  &c. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  forward 

in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 


DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN   CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

1794.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere.  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 

1795.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  Different  Species  of  Colic. 

1796.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
1796.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 

1796.  Dr.  Lewis  Collins,  on  the  most  eligible  mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 
1796.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject 
1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 

1798.  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  "An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  Deleterious  Effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  TuUy,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1827.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  State. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop,  Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease. 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the  Disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 

1839.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental  Qualifications  necessary 

to  a  Physician. 
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1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  effi- 

cient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 

1844.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  Respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by  the 
Community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 

tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  the  Early  Physicians  of  Connecticut. 
1853.  Dr.  Rufus  Blakeman,  Early  Physicians  of  Fairfield  County. 

1853.  Dr.  Samuel  Beach,  on  Poptilarizing  Medicine. 

1854.  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Casey,  on  Diseased  Cervix  Uteri. 

1855.  Dr.  Stephen  G.  Hubbard,  on  Registration,  as  the  basis  of 

Moral  Reform. 


»  APPENDIX. 
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Seport  of  the  Anntud  Examination  of  the  Medical  Institution  of 

Tale  GoUegey  for  the  year  1865. 

Ths  Board  of  Examiners  convened  on  Wednesday,  January  10,  and  continued 
in  session  two  day^.    Present,  on  the  part  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society : 

William  H.  CogsweU,  M.D.,  of  Plainfield,  President. 

Josiah  6.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  of  Litchfield. 

Lewis  Williams,  M.  D.,  of  Pomfret. 

John  D.  Ford,  M.  D.,  of  Norwich. 

WiUiam  W.  Welch,  M.  D.,  of  Norfolk. 

And,  on  the  part  of  Yale  College,  Professors  J.  Knight,  T.  P.  Been,  C. 
Hooker,  H.  Bronson,  W.  Hooker,  and  B.  Silliman,  Jr. 

Ten  candidates  were  examined,  and  recommended  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in 
Medicine,  viz.: 

1.  Edward  Henry  Bartlett,  Matanzas,  Cuba,  on  "Hernia." 

2.  Henry  Davis,  Oxford,  on  "  Scarlatina.' 

3.  Hobart  Keese,  New  Haven,  on  "Blood-letting.' 

4.  Walter  Seward  Munger,  Madison,  on  "Apoplexy.' 

5.  Samuel  Curtis  Bobinson,  B.  A.,  Guilford,  on  "  Pneumonia.' 

6.  Henry  Putnam  Steams,  B.  A.,  Shrewsbury,  Mass.,  on  "  Inflammation. 

7.  George  Washington  Strong,  Bolton,  on  "  Ophthalmia." 

8.  Edwin  George  Sumner,  Tolland,  on  "  Typhoid  Fever.' 

9.  William  Henry  Trowbridge,  Stamford,  on  "  Saturnine  Poisons.' 
10.  Lucian  Sumner  Wilcox,  B.  A.,  West  Granby,  "  The  Valedictory  Address.' 

The  Commencement  Exercises,  on  Thursday  evening,  were  attended  by  a 
large  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  in  the  Medical  College. 

The  Valedictory  Address  was  given  by  Dr.  Lucian  Sumner  Wilcox,  of  the 
Graduating  Class ;  and  the  Annual  Address  to  the  Candidates,  by  Hanford  N. 
Bennett,  of  Bridgeport,  m  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Examiners ;  after  which  the 
Degrees  were  conferred  by  President  Woolscy. 

Benjamin  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  of  Meriden,  and  John  D.  Ford,  M.  D.,  of  Nor- 
wich, were  appointed  to  give  the  Annual  Addresses  to  the  candidates  in  1856 
and  1857. 

4 


1 aanuuuBuuu 
ft 


26 

William  W.  Welch,  M.  D.,  of  Norfolk,  was  appointed  to  report  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  board  to  the  President  and  Felbws  of  the  Connecticut  Medical 
Society. 

Adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday,  July  25th,  the  day  before  the  Commence" 
ment  in  Yale  College. 

CHARLES  HOOKER,  Secretary. 


CIRCULAR  OF  THE  HARTFORD  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY.* 

Hartford,  January  12th,  1854. 
Dear  Sir: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society,  held  in  this  city,  October 
13th,  1853,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  collect  materials  for  a  Sanitary  Report 
of  this  County.  It  is  for  this  object  that  we  now  address  you,  and  request  your 
assistance  in  that  measure.  You  will  readily  see  how  desirable  it  is  that  a  sani- 
tarv  history  of  each  town  in  the  County  should  be  obtained,  which  can  only  be 
accomplished  by  the  personal  contributions  of  each  Physician.  Do  we  ask  too 
much  of  you  when  we  present  the  following  questions  for  your  serious  attention, 
answering  such  as  you  may  be  able,  and  adding  such  remarks  or  information  as 
will  make  the  liistorj'  more  complete  ? 

A  Medical  History  of  your  Town  is  what  we  especially  want :  this  you  can 
furnish  yourself,  or  you  can  do  it  upon  conference  with  your  bretliren,  but  do  not 
wait  far  any  one  else  to  communicate  such  information  as  we  ought  to  possess. 

The  questions  are  selected  from  those  recommended  by  the  General  Board  of 
Health  of  Massachusetts,  and  are  thought  to  be  sufficiently  comprehensive,  but 
you  are  desired  to  communicate  any  information  not  reached  by  these. 

As  members  of  a  ]x>dy  of  learned  men,  claiming  to  be  scientific  in  character  and 
pursuits,  we  owe  something  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  ourselves.  You  can  see, 
my  dear  sir,  tliat  if  we  enter  into  tliis  matter  with  spirit,  we  can  bring  together  a 
mass  of  information  that  can  bo  obtained  in  no  other  way,  and  which  will  be 
of  immense  importance.  The  concerted  action  of  so  many  minds  will  develop 
many  valuable  facts,  and  will  enable  us  more  faithfully  to  fulfill  our  duty,  not 
only  of  curing  disease,  but  as  much  as  {Kissible  of  preventing  it. 

May  we  then  present  this  subject  of  a  Sanitary  History  of  our  County  to  your 
earnest  attention,  and  request  that  your  communications  be  sent  to  the  Chairman 
of  this  Committee  by  the  middle  of  March  next,  so  that  a  Report  may  be  prepared 
for  our  County  Meeting  in  April. 

GURDON  W.  RUSSELL, 

A.  S.  WARNER, 

G.  A.  MOODY,  i-  Committee. 

HORACE  C.  GILLETTE, 

OLIVER  B.  GRIGGS, 


*  Intended  to  be  broiight  before  the  Convention,  but  having  been  omitted  by  accident,  it  is 
now  [1864]  publiihedi  by  request,  for  the  consideration  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 
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INQUIBIBS  RELATING  TO  THE  HEALTH,   8ICKHESS  AND   UOBTALITY  OF  THE 

INHABITANTS. 

1 .  What  is  the  general  character  and  condition  of  tlic  town,  whether  healthy  or 
unhealthy?  What  is  the  state  of  the  most  unhealthy  partn,  or  where  the  highest 
rate  of  mortality  Ls  supposed  to  occur  ?  What  are  the  causes  usually  assigned  for 
such  mortality? 

2.  Have  cases  of  fever,  dysentery,  or  other  epidemic,  endemic,  or  contagious 
disease,  or  others  of  fatal  character,  been  of  frequent  or  rare  occurrence  ?  Have 
they  been  mild  or  malignant,  and  under  what  circumstances  or  causes  have  they 
occurred  ( 

3.  What  wtvs  tlie  aggregate  anuual  amount  of  sickness  suffered  in  different 
parts  of  tlie  town,  and  among  families  and  persons  of  different  classes  and 
occupations  i 

4.  Please  to  give  from  the  most  authentic  sources  within  your  power,  the 
sanitary  history  and  condition  of  the  town  in  past  years,  specifying  the  healthy 
and  sickly  years,  and  the  number  of  deaths,  and  causes  of  such  sickness  and 
deaths  that  happened  in  eacti. 

5.  State  the  atmospheric  causes  of  disease.  In  wliat  kind  of  weather  and  season, 
hot  or  cold,  wet  or  dry,  changeable  or  steady,  or  otherwise,  did  the  diseases  of 
different  kinds  occur  ?  Whether  on  a  liill,  plain,  or  a  valley,  exposed  or  pro- 
tected from  north,  south,  east  and  west  winds  ?  or  in  places  subject  to  fogs  or 
earlv  frosts  ?  and  whether  in  a  general  epidemic  or  healthy  season  ?  Were  there 
any  peculiar  circumstances"  observed  in  the  appearance  of  insects,  fish,  or  other 
animal  life  ?  or  in  vegetable  productions  i  or  in  the  electric  or  atmospheric 
phenomena  ?    What  other  atmospheric  cause  occurred  1 

6.  State  the  local  cause  of  disease.  Was  it  near  to  or  distant  from  running 
water  ?  or  in  the  vicinity  of  marsh,  bogs,  low  lands,  drained  or  undrained,  some- 
times overflowed,  sometimes  dry ;  near  stagnant  water ;  natural  or  artificial  mill 
or  other  ponds,  constixntly  or  occasionally  full  ?  or  near  other  sources  of  malaria  ? 
Was  it  near  any  vegetable  or  animal  matter  in  a  state  of  decomposition ;  or  other 
filth,  impurities,  or  noxious  exhalations,  or  unwholesome  endemic  influence,  or 
contagious  disease  of  any  kind  ?  Was  the  house  or  houses,  in  which  different 
diseases  occurred,  unduly  crowded  or  otherwise?  properly  lighted,  warmed,  and 
ventilated?  supplied  with  pure  water?  Were  the  springs  and  wells  high  or  low? 
State  any  other  local  cause. 

7.  State  the  personal  causes  of  disease.  Whether  the  persons  or  families  were 
natives  of  the  town,  or  of  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  or  foreigners,  or 
children  of  foreigners.  If  not  natives,  how  long  resident  in  the  town,  or  in  theur 
particular  pUce  of  abode.  What  was  the  profession  or  occupation  of  the  head  of 
the  family  in  which  sickness  or  death  occurred,  or  of  the  person,  if  over  fifteen 
years  of  age  ?  What  was  his  hereditary  or  acquired  constitution  ?  What  were 
the  means  of  subsistence  of  the  family,  whether  ample,  moderate,  or  poor  ?  Did 
they  own  or  rent  the  house  in  which  they  lived?  Were  they  industrious  in  their 
habits,  cleanly  in  their  persons  and  habitations,  temperate  and  prudent  in  their 
diet  and  mode  of  living,  or  otherwise  ?    Had  their  previous  general  health  been 
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good  ?  or  had  they  been  exposed  to  personal  contagion  ?    Was  the  cause  acci- 
dental or  otherwise  ?    State  any  other  personal  cause. 

8.  In  your  opinion,  what  proportion  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  of  the  town 
might  be  prevented  if  the  causes  of  disease  were  known,  and  the  laws  of  health 
were  understood  and  obeyed  ? 

Conclusions  and  Recommendations  suggested  by  the  Facts  elicited. 

9.  What  inferences  do  you  draw,  what  deductions  do  you  make,  or  what  con- 
clusions do  you  derive,  from  the  facts  elicited  ?  What  suggestions  would  you 
make,  or  what  measures  would  you  propose  or  reconmiend,  either  municipal, 
social,  or  personal,  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  or  its  inhab- 
tants  1  Please  to  specify  measures  and  remedies ;  and  suggest  a  mode  by  which 
they  may  be  practically  applied,  and  successfully  carried  into  execution. 


RESOLUTIONS  PASSED  BY  HARTFORD  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SO- 
CIETY, RELATING  TO  DRUGGISTS  AND  APOTHECARIES. 

Whereas f  It  has  long  been  known,  and  witnessed  with  much  regret,  by  the 
physicians  of  this  county,  that  the  business  of  the  Druggist  and  Apothecaiy  haa 
been,  and  is  now  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  those  who  have  never  been  prepared,  by 
a  suitable  scientific  training,  for  their  work ;  and  that  most,  if  not  all  of  them  are 
actively  engaged,  as  agents  or  otherwise,  in  the  sale  of  the  various  forms  of  Patent 
or  Quack  Medicines  in  vogue,  apparently  without  a  thought  of  the  gross  impro- 
priety of  it,  and  of  the  grievous  wrong  almost  of  necessity  done  to  the  ignorant 
purchaser  of  these  secret  and  often  dangerous  compounds ; — and 

Whereas,  Systematic,  and  well  considered  efforts  are  now  making  by  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  to  remove  the  evils  necessarily  growing 
out  of  the  existing  state  of  their  calling ;  therefore, 

Besolued,  That  this  Society  are  of  the  opinion,  that  sufficient  preliminary  edu- 
cation is  not  required  on  the  part  of  those  who  propose  to  become  Druggists  and 
Apothecaries  ;  that  the  business  is  pursued  quite  too  much  as  a  mere  trade,  and  in 
the  spirit  of  gain,  to  subserve,  as  it  should  do,  the  great  interests  with  which  it  is 
associated ;  and  that  we  will  use  our  influence,  in  all  suitable  methods,  steadily 
and  perseveringly,  to  encourage  only  those  who  are  found  to  be  properly  qualified 
for  the  discharge  of  their  appropriate  duties,  and  pursue  their  calling  upon  princL 
pies,  which  both  honesty  and  the  interests  of  humanity  alike  require. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  has  heard  with  much  satisfaction  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  "American  Pharmaceutical  Association,**  approves  of  its  principles,  and 
will  cordially  co-operate  with  it  in  its  laudable  endeavors  "  to  advance  a  Pharma- 
ceutical knowledge,  and  elevate  the  professional  character  of  Apothecaries  and 
Druggists  in  the  United  States." 
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Re9olved,  That  this  Society  earnestly  recommends  to  the  Druggists  and  Apoth- 
ecaries thronghont  our  State,  to  form  among  themselves  Pharmacentical  Societies, 
sach  as  will  enable  them  to  co-operate  more  efficiently  in  the  accomplishment  of 
the  objects  of  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Retolvedf  That  our  Fellows  be  instructed  to  present  die  foregoing  resolutions  to 
the  State  Medical  Society,  for  its  approval  and  adoption ;  and  request  that  such 
means  be  taken  to  bring  the  action  of  the  Society  to  the  notice,  both  of  the  Na- 
tional Association,  and  of  the  Druggists  and  Apothecaries  of  our  State,  as  may 
be  deemed  expedient. 

Attest, 

W.  R.  BROWNELL, 
Oerk  of  Hartford  County  M&dicd  Society, 

Haxtford,  April  15,  1855. 


^anilar]j  ^i^wcis  from  f  artforlr  Couttt^, 


REPORT  FROM  HARTFORD  ON  THE  TOPOGRAPHY 

AND  HYGIENE. 

BY   GUR0ON   W.   RUBSBLL,   M.   D. 

Last  year,  and  the  year  previous,  a  committee,  composed  of  five 
individuals  residing  in  different  portions  of  the  county,  were  appointed 
to  procure  materials  for  a  sanitary  report.  They  issued  a  circular, 
containing  certain  questions  asking  for  information.  This  circular 
was  published  with  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Medical  Convention 
in  1854,  and  has  therefore  been  presented  to  every  member  of  the 
society  throughout  the  State.  Although  many  in  this  county  have 
not  responded  to  the  call  upon  them,  yet  a  few  returns  have  been 
sent  in,  and  thus  a  commencement  has  begun.  This  whole  matter 
of  Public  Hygiene,  and  the  importance  of  digesting  the  mortuary 
record  of  each  town,  is  recommended  to  the  considerate  attention  of 
the  county  societies.  If  those  bodies  will  appoint  a  committee  who 
will  act  energetically,  a  collection  of  facts  and  observations  will  be 
elicited,  which  in  a  short  time  will  be  of  immense  benefit 

And  why  should  not  these  returns,  or  an  abstract  of  them,  be  pub- 
lished each  year  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Convention?  To  no 
better  purpose  can  the  funds  of  the  Society  be  devoted.  An  improve- 
ment in  the  character  of  the  Proceedings  ha6  been  manifested  within 
a  few  years ;  but  much  might  still  be  added  to  them.  Not  long 
since  a  few  pages  comprised  the  whole  matter,  and  this  was  little 
else  than  a  dry  routine  of  the  appointment  of  officers  and  commit- 
tees. The  day  is  past  for  all  this,  and  if  we  expect  to  bring  into 
our  numbers  the  active,  energetic  minds  of  the  day,  or  to  hold  those 
even  who  now  are  amongst  us,  we  must  present  something  more  than 
a  dull  matter  of  legislation.    One  great  reason  why  we  have  so 
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m&nj  who  are  bound  to  the  Society  by  a  slender  thread,  is  this, 
that  they  think  they  receive  little  benefit  from  it  in  return  for  the 
sum  with  which  they  are  annually  taxed.  Let  such  be  presented 
with  a  volume  of  Transactions  every  year,  composed  of  Addresses, 
Essays  read  before  County  Meetings,  and  matters  relating  to  Hygi- 
ene, and  you  will  give  them  something  which  they  can  appreciate, 
something  which  is  tangible,  something  of  value  in  return  for  their 
tax. 

And  afler  all  too,  it  is  of  no  credit  to  us,  that  as  a  Society,  we 
have  been  in  existence  since  1792,  and  have  not  yet  issued  a  volume 
of  Transactions.  Others,  of  many  less  years'  existence  than  our  own, 
have  done  far  better  than  this,  and  as  professional  men  we  should 
do  something  to  show  that  we  are  interested  in  all  matters  of  science. 

With  these  remarks  to  the  brethren  throughout  the  State,  I  pro- 
ceed to  speak  of  matters  relating  to  my  own  town. 

Dr.  Wilson  was  requested  to  prepare  the  tables  of  mortality  for 
eight  years  past.  This  he  has  done,  principally  from  the  records 
of  the  Hartford  Medical  Society,  which  are,  however,  necessari  ly 
imperfect,  as  the  information  has  been  derived  from  no  returns, 
except  for  the  two  last  years,  but  only  from  the  knowledge  which  the 
members  of  our  body  might  have,  or  sometimes  upon  indefinite 
report.  The  limits  also,  with  the  above  exception,  have  not  been 
exactly  defined ;  they  have  not  embraced  the  whole  town,  but  have 
probably  included  a  population  of  about  seventeen  thousand  souls. 
To  those  tables  he  has  appended  certain  remarks,  explanatory  of 
their  character,  and  there  is  also  added  a  map  showing  the  state  of 
the  temperature  for  the  term  of  twenty  months,  prepared  by  Prof. 
Brocklesby,  of  Trinity  College. 

I  have  confined  myself  principally  to  the  topography  of  the  town, 
and  to  remarks  upon  matters  relating  to  the  Public  Health. 

HARTFORD. 

The  general  Hygienic  character  and  condition  of  the  town  is  one 
of  healthiness.  There  are  no  large  marshes,  or  standing  pools  or 
bodies  of  water  near  by,  to  cause  pernicious  exhalations,  and  the 
ground  is  generally  considerably  elevated  above  the  river.  Main 
street  is  perhaps  fifty  feet  above  low  water  mark.  A  ridge  or 
plain  just  about  this  level  runs  north  to  Windsor,  and  the  eleva- 
tion is  not  much  less  toward  the  south  to  Wethersfield.  As  you 
proceed  west  the  ground  rises,  to  the  height  of  about  118  feet  on 
Lord's  Hill,  and  extends  with  a  gradual  elevation,  alternated  with 
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hill  and  dale  to  Talcott  mountain.  The  soil  is  exceedingly  varied, 
and  occasionally  there  will  be  met  a  heavy  stiff  clay,  and  yellow 
sand,  within  the  distance  of  a  few  rods.  Generally  speaking,  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  city  it  might  be  termed  a  clayey  loam. 
At  the  south  the  clay  predominates ;  to  the  north,  there  is  more 
sand ;  to  the  west  and  north-west  a  mixture  of  clay  and  gravel. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  anything  more  now  concerning  the 
bodies  of  water  in  the  town,  than  to  mention  that  the  Connecticut 
river  forms  its  eastern  boundary,  and  that  Mill  river  runs  through  its 
western  and  middle  portion.  I  do  not  know  that  the  latter  can  be 
said  to  have  any  special  influence  in  the  production  of  diseases. 
Taking  its  rise  in  Talcott  mountain,  it  forms  a  stream  of  small  size, 
soon  raised  by  sudden  and  heavy  rains,  and  from  its  shortness  soon 
subsiding.  Upon  it  and  its  branches  there  are  numerous  mills  of 
different  characters.  The  accompanying  dams  of  course  cause  the 
water  to  set  back  for  some  distance,  but  in  most  instances  this  is  but 
small,  and  generally  is  constantly  overflowed.  It  might  be  mentioned 
however,  that  in  the  summer  months,  this  stream  is  so  poorly  sup- 
plied that  the  mills  can  be  operated  but  a  part  of  the  time,  and  as  a 
consequence,  even  within  the  city,  there  are  portions  which  are  daily 
flooded  and  daily  exposed  to  the  influences  of  the  sun.  The  exha- 
lations are  perceptible  to  the  senses,  but  without  being  able  to  give 
any  precise  data  upon  the  subject,  I  can  not  recall  to  mind  any  per- 
ceptible injurious  influence  originating  from  them.  The  increasing 
number  of  sewers  and  drains  emptying  into  it,  however,  with  privies 
immediately  over  its  banks,  would  seem  to  demand  that  a  quick 
outlet  should  be  insisted  upon  for  their  discharge  into  Connecticut 
river. 

The  water  of  the  town  is  usually  what  is  called  ^'  hard,"  that  is,  it 
is  heavily  charged  with  different  saline  substances,  of  which  those  of 
lime  may  be  said  to  predominate.  A  careful  analysis  was  made  of 
the  waters  of  several  wells,  some  years  since  by  Buckland  W.  Bull, 
which  showed  a  great  difference  in  the  solid  constituents,  but  per- 
haps did  not  show  a  larger  amount  of  organic  matter  than  would  be 
found  in  most  cities.  The  weU  water  is  generally  distasteful  to  those 
accustomed  to  the  use  of  sofl  water,  and  in  some  instances  has  been 
known  to  produce  nausea  and  vomiting,  and  in  others  purging ; 
though  only  in  a  few  very  rare  cases  have  these  continued  for  a 
great  length  of  time.  The  taste  is  very  much  a  matter  of  culture ; 
the  natives  generally  preferring  their  hard  water  if  it  can  be  obtained 
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free  from  organic  matter,  whilst  strangen  who  hare  dittDk  ^ioft" 
water,  at  first  dislike  it,  but  are  soon  accustomed  to  its  use. 

Now  water  so  heavily  charged  as  this  is  known  to  be,  might  be 
supposed  to  be  active  in  producing  calculous  affections,  but  these  dis- 
eases are  very  rare  here  or  in  this  vicinity.  What  is  termed  '^graveV 
however,  is  not  decidedly  uncommon ;  but  does  not  generally  induce 
much  suffering  or  permanent  disease. 

The  natural  advantages  of  the  town  for  drainage  are  excellent ; 
the  rivers  afford  convenient  places  for  the  discharge  of  water  and 
impurities,  and  as  but  a  small  portion  of  the  town  is  an  unbroken 
level,  being  divided  by  hills  and  frequent  descents,  brooks  and  gullies, 
a  rapid  discharge  of  rain,  sewers  and  drains  is  easily  afforded.  With 
such  advantages  there  should  be  no  excuse  for  standing  water,  or 
impurities  of  any  kind ;  in  almost  every  place  the  descent  is  near, 
and  convenient,  and  if  there  is  the  will,  all  nuisances  can  be  easily 
conveyed  to  a  distance.  In  the  city,  within  a  few  years,  much 
attention  has  been  paid  to  sewerage,  and  probably  three  and  one-half 
miles  have  been  constructed.  These  discharge  into  the  waters  near 
the  city,  and  have  already  been  of  great  utility.  From  the  close 
and  clayey  nature  of  our  soil,  drainage  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
our  buildings ;  most  cellars  that  are  not  drained  are  damp,  and  some 
are  periodically  flooded.  Hence  this  matter  has  lately  been  consid- 
ered an  important  one,  and  in  digging  a  cellar  a  drain  is  first  to  be 
provided.  The  old  houses  both  in  the  city  and  town  are  not  so  well 
cared  for,  and  it  is  feared  that  out  of  the  city  the  matter  is  not  now 
regarded  as  being  one  of  much  importance.  But  it  is  not  as  afford- 
ing drains  for  buildings  alone  that  sewers  are  beneficial ;  they  are 
and  should  be  outlets  for  the  dirty  water  from  the  washroom  and 
kitchen,  barns  and  pig-sties ;  if  these  are  not  carried  under  ground 
and  discharged  at  a  distance,  why  they  must  remain  in  our  streets, 
to  evaporate,  or  be  diluted  by  rains  to  run  their  whole  length,  or 
what  is  equally  objectionable,  to  run  into  gardens,  when  the  soil 
becomes  soaked,  and  in  the  course  of  years  charged  with  noisome 
matter.  There  is  but  one  thing  to  be  done,  and  that  is  imperatively 
demanded,  both  as  affording  great  convenience  and  safety  as 
regards  health;  this  is  a  system  of  sewerage,  extending  over  the 
whole  city,  and  built  as  such  works  which  are  intended  for  years 
should  be  built,  deep  enough,  large  enough,  and  permanent  in  char- 
acter, for  present  and  future  wants. 

As  all  know,  the  Connecticut  river  is  subject  to  periodical  freshets^ 
occurring  in  the  spring,  when  the  water  rises  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
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ftre  feel  above  low-wster  mark.  The  meadows  and  low  lands,  north 
and  south,  are  then  overflowed,  and  sometimes  remain  so  for  three 
weeks.  At  this  season,  there  is  usaally  a  preValence  of  northerly  and 
easterly  winds,  and  with  the  dampness  arising  from  so  large  a  body 
of  water,  extended  oyer  so  large  a  portion  of  the  valley,  there  is  a 
preponderance  of  catarrhal  affections.  When  the  freshet  has  con- 
tinued late  into  May,  with  hot  weather  following  its  subsidence,  it 
has  appeared  to  me  and  to  some  of  my  professional  brethren,  that  an 
influence  has  existed  producing  afifections  of  the  mucous  membranes 
of  the  bowels,  near  the  river. 

In  May,  1854,  we  haid  the  highest  freshet  within  the  memory  of 
any  one  now  living,  and  although  houses  were  rendered  almost  un- 
t^aaatable  for  a  time,  and  exceedingly  damp  and  cold  for  many 
weeks,  yet  beyond  such  influenzas,  and  attacks  of  rheumatism,  as 
might  be  expected,  I  do  not  know  that  it  caused  serious  dis^^e.  In 
some  respects  it  was  a  positive  benefit,  for  it  effectually  removed  all 
filth  within  its  reach,  and,  for  once  in  a  year,  certain  portions  of  our 
city  were  rendered  tolerably  cleanly.  Years  ago,  it  was  the  opinion 
of  physicians  residing  here,  that  these  freshets  were  not  injurious  to 
health,  but,  on  the  contrary,  were  beneficial,  by  washing  away 
impurities. 

There  are  parts  of  the  town  certainly  more  unhealthy  than  others. 
Mill  street  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  is  one ;  Commerce  street  and 
Front  street,  with  the  lands  immediately  east,  are  others.  That 
there  is  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  sickness  in  these  localities, 
has  become  well  established  in  the  opinion  of  physicians,  and 
that  there  is  more  than  the  common  proportion  of  deaths  here,  our 
records  show.  The  land  east  of  Main  street,  descends  to  the  river, 
pretty  rapidly  until  Front  street  is  reached,  when  the  descent  is  very 
graduaL  Between  Front  street  and  the  river  there  is,  in  many 
places,  a  bason,  or  hollow,  caused  by  raising  Commerce  street,  so 
that  water  has  stood  here  longer  than  elsewhere,  when  overflowed. 
By  the  filling  up  of  Ch»les  street  and  a  sewer,  this  has  been 
partially  remedied,  and  when  this  bason  has  been  raised  to  a 
level  with  Front  street,  the  whole  vicinity  will  be  rendered  more 
healthy.  It  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Charles  street  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  cases  of  Cholera  occurred  in  1849,  and  typhus  and 
other  diseases  of  the  zimotic  class  have  been  observed  to  be  more 
prevalent  here. 

During  the  months  of  August  and  September  last,  the  Asiatic 
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Cholera  prevailed  to  an  extent  bj  do  means  great,  but  beyond  our 
expectations.  Although  cases  occurred  all  over  the  citj,  still  the 
principal  localities  were;  Albany  street  as  far  west  as  Chestnut  street* 
the  regiim  in  the  yicinitj  of  the  Great  Bridge  in  Commerce  streets 
Moigan  and  Commerce  street.  Mill  street,  a  narrow  locali^  near  Im- 
lay's  mills,  and  Market  street,  near  the  City  Hall  Market.  It  is  not 
a  little  remarkable,  that  these  localities  were  occupied  by  a  portion  of 
our  foreign  population,  mostly  Irish,  and  that  among  all  of  the  deaths 
which  occurred,  amounting  perhaps  to  eighty  or  ninety,  or,  as  some 
think,  even  more,  but  two  or  three  only  were  natives  of  this  country. 
In  Albany  street^  four  died  in  one  family ;  and  as  many,  also,  were 
attacked  in  one  house  near  Imlay's  mills ;  in  Market  street,  sevep  or 
eight  died  in  one  house ;  and  in  one  block,  near  the  bridge,  there 
were  twelve  or  fifteen  cases. 

Now  the  reasons  why  these  localities  were  so  strongly  marked 
above  others  in  the  city,  and  why  this  population  were  oflener  seized 
than  others,  ought  to  be  obvious,  and  it  is  so.  The  reasons  are 
evident. 

First,  The  tenements  which  they  occupy,  are  usually  old  build- 
ings, poorly  constructed,  badly  supplied  with  water,  and  other  neces- 
saries, with  small  rooms,  crowded  with  inmates  far  beyond  any 
reasonable  capacity. 

Secondly y  The  social  habits  of  the  people  which  lead  them. to 
congregate  together,  with  no  very  extensive  notions  of  personal 
cleanliness,  and  very  litde  idea  of  the  necessity  of  cleanliness  in  or 
about  the  house. 

Thirdlyy  The  very  imperfect  drainage  about  their  dwellings,  and 
small  provision  made  by  landlords  for  the  comfort  of  their  tenants, 
which  comforts,  however,  the  tenants  themselves  very  likely  would 
not  use,  so  fixed  are  their  habits  and  modes  of  living. 

Any  one  who  passes  by  these  places,  and  examines  their  appear- 
ances, will  be  enabled  readily  to  account  for  so  much  disease.  When 
filth  of  all  kinds  is  allowed  to  be  thrown  in  the  gutter,  or  street,  or 
into  back  yards,  to  be  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  sun  and  rains, 
and  when  there  are  fifty  people  in  one  house,  when  there  should  only 
be  ten,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  disease  must  pretty  surely  follow.  When 
we  add  to  this  an  almost  total  disregard  of  caution  in  diet,  we  have 
reasons  enough  to  predict  where  zimotic  diseases  will  mostiy  prevail, 
and  when  they  do  prevail,  will  pretty  surely  prove  to  be  fatal.  The 
very  fact  that  almost  every  case  of  Cholera  in  this  city,  the  last  year, 
occurred  in  these  crowded  and  filthy  localities,  among  a  certain  class 
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of  our  popalalioiif  shows  that  the  predisposing  and  active  causes  were 
those  above  mentioned,  such  as  should  not  be  allowed,  and  should  be 
removed  by  proper  hygienic  regulations. 

As  early  as  in  April  last,  I  noticed  the  very  filthy  condition  of  a 
part  of  Albany  street.  After  a  rain,  the  water  was  standing  in 
black,  filthy  puddles ;  in  some  places,  privies  and  pig-sties  were  dis- 
chai^ng  their  contents  into  open  gutters,  which  slowly  drained  their 
contents,  or  did  not  drain  them  at  alL  The  wash  and  garbage  from 
the  houses,  were  thrown  into  the  street,  or  in  yards  near  the  houses, 
and  as  warm  weather  approached,  the  whole  mass  was  slowly  evap- 
orated under  a  summer's  sun.  The  atmosphere  about  these  dwellings 
and  their  immediate  vicinity,  was  sickening ;  a  disagreeable  odor  was 
very  noticeable ;  and  the  noisome  exhalations  fitted  all  who  breathed 
them,  for  disease,  when  it  should  appear.  This  is  only  a  fair  exam- 
ple of  other  places  in  the  city,  where  as  prominent  causes  of  disease 
existed,  and  where  as  fatal  results  surely  followed. 

The  active  agents  then  being  so  plain,  the  remedies  are  equally  so. 
We  must  insist,  as  medical  men,  the  guardians  of  the  public  health, 
that  buildings  should  not  be  over-crowded,  that  they  should  be  properly 
ventilated,  and  provided  with  necessary  comforts,  and  that  neatness 
should  be  preserved  around  them  and  in  the  streets.  A  proper 
sewerage,  and  abundance  of  water,  will  afford  no  reasons  for  a  neg- 
lect of  these  duties;  the  time  has  come  when  we  must  insist  that 
these  spots  upon  our  city. shall  be  removed ;  with  natural  advantages 
for  drainage. beyond  those  of  most  places,  there  can  be  no  excuse  for 
the  evaporation  of  filth  in  the  open  air,  and  with  an  abundance  of 
water  soon  to  be  introduced,  cleanliness  should  become,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  one  of  the  cardinal  virtues. 

Some  may  imagine,  because  I  have  dwelt  thus  much  upon 
these  points,  that  this  city  is  particularly  remarkable  for  its  filthy 
localities.  It  is  not  so ;  they  are  to  be  found  here,  however^  just 
as  they  are  to  be  found  everywhere,  where  a  population  with  few 
ideas  of  neatness,  are  crowded  together.  Generally  our  city  is  re- 
markably healthy,  and  may  be  regarded  as  exempt  from  any  pre- 
vailing special  diseases.  In  this  respect  it  will  compare  favorably 
with  others,  and  proper  hygienic  regulations  are  only  needed  to  render 
it  second  to  none  in  New  England. 

Other  than  the  above,  it  is  not  known  that  there  are  any  great 
nuisances,  or  special  causes  of  disease.  The  slaughter-houses  are 
beyond  the  city  limits,  and  are  not  known  to  have  produced  sick- 
ness.   The  process  of  tanning  is  but  little  carried  on.    Many  years 
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rince  it  was  of  ooDsiderable  extent,  and  I  well  recollect  the  noisome 
smells  that  pervaded  a  part  of  Elm  street,  but  I  never  heard  that  these 
were  deleterious.     The  business  of  manufacturing  is  increasing  in 
the  town,  and  is  now  carried  on  to  a  large  extent ;  this  changes  the 
character  of  the  people,  of  course,  but  it  is  not  my  opinion,  nor  have 
I  heard,  that  any  occupation  wj^  thought  to  be  specially  unhealthy. 
Our  streets  and  roads  are  of  fair  width,  but  it  would  be  better  if 
they  were  wider;  the  regulation  which  places  the  width  of  every 
new  street  at  not  less  than  forty  feet,  should  be  changed  to  sixty  at 
the  least;  eighty  would  be  better.    These  are  matters  for  future 
years,  as  well  as  the  present.    It  is  a  poor  economy  which  offers  for 
sale  fine  building  lots  situated  upon  a  narrow  street,  the  lets  them* 
selves  will  bring  an  increased  price  if  upon   a  fine,  broad,  open 
avenue,  so  that  no  money  is  lost  by  this  operation ;  and  further, 
land  is  not  so  valuable,  or  should  not  be,  as  to  render  the  city  more 
compact  than  it  already  is.     But  beyond  this,  and  above  this  matter 
of  dollars  and  cents,  is  its  propriety  as  affecting  the  public  health ; 
this  should  be  paramount  to  aU  pecuniary  considerations,  and  direct 
reference  should  be  had  to  it  in  all  matters  of  city  legislation.    When 
the  air  fiows  freely  through  a  town,  diluting  and  carrying  away 
noxious  matters,  then  there  wiU  be  not  only  more  of  comfort  to  the  in« 
habitants,  but  less  of  sickness  also,  and  whatever  adds  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  a  people,  and  corresp<»idingly  diminishes  sickness  and'mor* 
tality,  adds  to  their  pecuniary  prosperity.     So  well  is*  this  understood, 
aad  so  thoroughly  has  it  been  elucidated  by  political  economists,  that 
other  things  being  equal,  those  countries  are  considered  as  being 
most  prosperous  that  are  the  most  healthy.     This  subject  of  broad 
streets  is  so  well  understood,  both  as  conducing  to  the  health  and 
beauty  of  a  city,  that  we  find  them  so  laid  out  in  places  just  spring- 
ing into  existence,  and  in  those  towns  where  rapid  growth  has  de- 
manded an  enlargement.    Soon  they  will  be  lined  with  buildings,  and 
then,  more  than  now,  the  importance  of  broad  avenues  will  be  appre- 
ciated, as  affording  free  circulation  of  air,  and  letting  in  the  light  of 
the  sun.    This  light  of  the  sun  exercises  an  important  influence  upon 
our  feelings  and  health ;  it  is  feared  that  it  is  not  fully  appreciated  in 
the  location  of  our  dwellings.    Of  course,  in  a  city,  every  one  can 
not  choose  his  position,  but  whenever  this  can  be  done,  such  an  ar- 
rangement should  be  made  as  will  give  the  common  living  rooms  the 
full  benefit  of  its  light  and  heat.    There  is  plenty  of  evidence,  if  any 
were  wanting,  to  show  that  there  is  less  of  sickness  where  the  sun 
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shines  fiilly,  as  well  as  that  the  sick  recover  sooner  when  within  reach 
of  its  influence. 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the  city  is  soon  to  be  supplied 
with  an  abundance  of  pure  water,  from  the  Connecticut.  This  was 
rendered  necessary,  not  only  by  the  bad  condition  of  many  wells,  the 
water  being  unpleasant,  but  also  by  the  salts  with  which  it  was 
charged,  rendering  it  unfit  for  the  common  purposes  of  washing.  The 
cisterns  for  holding  rain  water,  and  with  which  most  houses  are  sup- 
plied, partly  remedied  the  difficulty,  but  as  these  were  oflen  dry, 
trouble  and  inconvenience  were  severely  felt.  The  great  blessings 
attending  a  bountiful  supply  of  pure  water  to  the  whole  city,  wiU  be 
hetter  appreciated  when  our  citizens  become  more  acquainted  with 
this  luxury  upon  its  introduction. 

While  cases  of  fever,  dysentery,  or  other  epidemic,  endemic,  or 
contagious  diseases  have  not  been  unfrequent,  it  can  not  be  said  that 
at  any  time  within  many  years  there  has  been  an  epidemic  of  extensive 
character.  In  the  winter  of  1848,  '49,  Erysipelas  prevailed  to  some 
extent,  and  though  of  a  low  type,  was  not  very  fatal.  In  the  sum- 
mer and  autumn  of  1849,  dysentery  and  diarrhea  were  quite  common, 
and  there  were  many  deaths.  It  was  remarked  at  the  time,  that 
there  were  a  larger  proportion  of  cases  occurring  on  the  Windsor 
road,  than  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  In  the  next  year,  Lord's  Hill 
was  thought  to  be  more  affected  than  elsewhere.  The  disease  here 
was  also  of  a  low  type,  as  has  been  the  case  whenever  any  epidemic 
has  extensively  prevailed.  From  1840  to  1843,  Scarlatina  was 
prevalent.  Measles  were  very  common  about  four  yeai*s  since,  but 
were  not  very  fatal.  Small  Pox  has  prevailed  at  several  different 
periods  within  a  few  years.  Typhus,  or  the  Ship  Fever  has  occurred 
in  many  instances,  almost  universally  among  recent  immigrants,  and 
in  more  than  one  instance,  is  known  to  have  attacked  the  same  indi- 
vidual more  than  once  within  a  few  months. 

Without  possessing  any  positive  data  upon  the  subject,  it  has  been 
thought  that  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  have  been  on  the  in- 
crease for  the  last  twenty  years.  We  all  know  how  uncertain  are 
mere  opinions,  formed  from  impressions  made  from  time  to  time ;  but 
the  opinions  of  many  minds,  upon  the  same  subject,  after  many 
years'  observation,  are  very  apt  to  be  correct.  The  causes  operating 
to  produce  some  of  them  are  obvious  enough;  a  greater  luxuri- 
ousness  in  the  modes  of  living;  probably  less  exercise  among  the 
females ;  an  increased  activity  of  the  mind  from  political  and  other 
excitements ;  a  constant  stream  of  literature  of  all  kinds,  with  which 
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the  town  is  flooded;  highly  heated  and  poorly  ventilated  apartments, 
indncing' languor  and  debility, — these  are  enough  to  account  for  an 
increase  in  this  class  of  diseases. 

As  to  the  causes  of  any  epidemics  we  may  have  had,  I  don't  know 
that  anything  further  can  be  said.  They  can  not  be  traced  to  any 
local  cause  operating  exclusively  in  this  vicinity,  further  than  has 
been  above  stated.  Nor  can  it  be  said  that  they  have  generally  been 
fatal  in  their  character.  As  has  been  remarked,  when  extensive, 
they  have  usually  partaken  of  the  typhoid  type. 

As  to  conclusions  and  recommendations,  they  can  be  shortly  stated. 
Those  places  In  the  town  that  are  the  lowest,  and  most  thickly 
crowded,  have  been  found  to  be  the  most  unhealthy ;  in  these  the 
ground  should  be  raised  to  carry  off  rapidly  all  surplus  water,  and 
the  drains  from  the  house ;  the  drains  in  no  case  should  be  allowed 
to  terminate  in  gardens  or  alleys,  or  to  empty  themselves  into  the 
street.  Privies  should  be  frequently  emptied,  and  never  be  allowed 
to  run  over.  Pig-sties  should  be  removed  beyond  the  city  limits,  for 
whatever  assistance  or  accommodation  the  keeping  of  pigs  may  be  to 
some  here,  the  benefit  is  in  no  way  counterbalanced  by  the  injury  to 
the  many  that  is  likely  to  ensue.  Let  every  well  directed  effort  be 
made  to  preserve  neatness  about  them,  and  still  they  will  become 
nuisances.  If  the  owners  are  obliged  to  keep  them  clean  one  week, 
they  will  neglect  them  the  next,  unless  the  health  officer  constantly 
watches  them.  Drains  from  bams,  manufactories,  dwellings,  and 
all  places  liable  to  produce  noisome  smells,  should  be  conducted  into 
the  public  sewers,  and  thus  be  carried  beyond  any  point  of  danger. 

Certain  restrictions  should  be  made  as  to  the  occupancy  of  one 
dwelling  by  many  families.  All  garbage  should  be  removed  daily, 
and  for  this  purpose  the  city  should  provide  proper  means.  No 
standing  water  should  be  permitted  in  alleys,  streets,  or  gutters. 
For  the  object  of  free  ventilation,  all  streets  should  be  wide  and 
straight,  and  beyond  the  business  parts  of  the  city,  the  building-line 
should  be  some  feet  back  of  the  street-line.  These,  and  other  sug- 
gestions of  like  character,  if  carried  out,  would  improve  the  sanitary 
condition  of  our  town,  and  render  it  still  more  healthy  than  at  present. 

With  regard  to  the  diseases  which  have  occurred  during  the  past 
year,  Dr.  Wilson  has  spoken  so  fully  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  make  any  further  remarks,  and  I  will  close  by  urging  upon  the 
brethren  the  importance  of  paying  more  attention  to  matters  of 
Hygiene.  To  a  certain  extent  we  are  conservators  of  the  public 
health,  and  to  us  the  public  look  for  information.    Let  us  be  prepared 


41 

at  all  times  to  point  out  tliat  which  msj  be  necessary,  and  to  speak 
out  boldly  when  the  opportunity  offers.  Our  duty  is  to  prevent  as 
well  as  to  cure,  and  is  but  half  fulfilled  if  we  neglect  the  former. 

I  can  not  but  regret  that  so  few  returns  have  been  received  from 
the  different  towns  in  the  county.  The  labor  occupied  in  making 
them  can  not  be  onerous ;  if  but  little  can  be  said,  let  that  little  be  said, 
and  let  every  one  aid  in  furnishing  that  information,  which  in  the 
aggregate  will  give  a  true  account  of  the  health  of  the  county. 
Your  committee  regret  that  so  little  has  been  done,  but  with  thanks 
to  those  gentlemen  who  have  presented  their  papers,  would  hope  for 
better  things  another  year.  Our  profession  is  not  behind  hand  in 
any  good  work,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  a  begin 
ning  to  be  made,  to  accomplish  much  that  is  really  useful. 

Habtfobd,  April,  1855. 


Additional  reports  of  much  interest  were  furnished  by  Dr.  Griswold,  of  Rocky 
Hill,  Dr.  Gray,  of  Bloomficld,  Dr.  Case,  of  Granby,  and  Dr.  Warner,  of  Weth- 
crsfield. 
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MORTUARY  RECORD  OF  HARTFORD,  FOR  EIGHT 
YEARS,  ENDING  DEC.  SIst,  1854. 

BT    MTROy   W.    WILSON,   M.   D. 
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I  append  a  few  remarks,  in  order  to  call  attention  to  some  of  the 
more  important  facts  in  the  foregoing  tables. 

The  number  of  each  sex,  that  have  died  in  Hartford  and  its  imme- 
diate vicinity,  within  the  past  eight  years,  is  nearly  equal.  Leaving 
those  whose  sex  was  unascertained,  out  of  the  question,  there  were 
but  twelve  more  males  than  females  recorded  among  the  deaths. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  nearly  one-third — 815  out  of 
2,514 — were  under  five  years  of  age.  This  is  a  very  large  propor- 
tion, and  it  is  doubtless  due  to  the  circumstance,  that  we  have  a 
large  number  of  foreignei's  living  in  the  city.  Among  the  foreign 
population,  births  are  more  numerous  than  they  are  among  natives, 
and  the  poverty  and  ignorance  of  the  former  render  them  less  careful 
of  their  offspring. 

Between  the  ages  of  five'  and  ten,  there  were  135  deaths,  almost 
equal  to  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  succeeding  ten  years,  in  which 
there  were  152.  From  twenty  to  thirty,  305,  and  from  thirty  to 
forty,  285  died.     Between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  sixty,  there  were 
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929  deaths.  During  this  period  the  mind  and  body  become  developed 
to  their  utmost  capacity  and  vigor.  It  is  the  active,  useful  epoch  of 
life,  and  a  large  mortality  during  this  period  is  particularly  to  be 
lamented.  It  cuts  off  the  enterprising  and  vigorous  producer,  and 
entails  great  distress  on  hopeless  orphans,  and  widows,  and  others 
who  are  more  or  less  dependent  on  husband,  father  and  children  for 
support  As  the  individual  is  more  able  during  this  period  of  vigor- 
ous life  to  resist  morbid  influences,  a  large  mortality  is  an  evidence 
that  some  powerful  agency  pernicious  to  health  and  life  is  in  active 
operation.  It  leads  us  to  suspect  a  bad  sanitary  condition.  We 
usually  find,  under  such  circumstances,  that  zimotic  diseases  prevail. 
And  as  zimotic  diseases  are  largely  under  the  control  of  man,  in  his 
individual  and  social  character,  it  is  well  for  every  community  to 
consider  well  if  they  are  doing  all  that  can  be  done  to  establish  wise 
sanitary  regulations,  and  for  individuals  to  consider  if  they  are  pur- 
suing such  a  course  as  will  render  such  regulations  effective  in  pro- 
longing life. 

This  leads  us  to  inquire  into  the  prevalence  of  zimotic  diseases  as 
an  indication  of  our  sanitary  condition.  Within  the  eight  years 
included  in  this  report,  there  were  838  deaths  from  zimotic — one-third 
of  the  whole  number.  This  class  of  diseases  prevailed  particularly  in 
1849  and  1851,  In  the  former  of  these  years  171,  and  in  the  latter 
163  died  of  zimotics.  It  will  be  remembered  that  during  these  years, 
epidemics  prevailed  generally  throughout  New  England.  In  the  pres- 
ent state  of  our  knowledge,  it  would  not  be  true  to  say  that  a  commu- 
nity could  entirely  protect  itself  from  the  ravages  of  such  wide-spread 
epidemics.  But  it  is  true  that  it  is  within  the  power  of  society  to 
make  such  regulations,  and  individuals  to  observe  the  laws  of  health  so 
as  greatly  to  diminish  the  number  of  deaths  from  prevailing  epidemics. 
This  is  made  more  apparent  when  we  reflect  that  such  disease  first 
attacks  individuals  whose  vital  power  is  diminished — such,  for  in- 
stance, as  are  under  the  influence  of  irregular  and  pernicious  habits, 
who  undergo  great  fatigue  of  body  or  mind,  who  are  unduly  exposed 
to  great  vicissitude  of  temperature  and  moisture,  to  pestilential  effluvia, 
who  have  food  bad  in  quality  or  defective  in  quantity,  &c.,  &:c.  The 
prevalence  of  this  class  of  disease  in  Hartford  is  not  greater  than  in 
other  cities  of  the  same  population ;  yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
number  of  victims  to  such  disease  might  be  greatly  diminished. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year,  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  were,  by  far,  more  numerous  than  in  any  other.  There 
were  864  deaths,  over  a  third  of  all  deaths,  occurred  within  the 
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three  months,  July,  August  and  September.  The  fatal  epidemics 
prevail  more  at  this  period  than  any  other,  which  accounts  for  it. 

Of  consumption,  there  were  331  deaths.  In  February  and  August 
we  find  the  greatest  number  of  victims :  there  being  38  in  each.  In 
July,  the  smallest  number  occurred,  there  being  bnly  15  recorded  in 
that  month. 

It  is  probable  that  seasons  of  variable  temperature  and  moisture 
have  a  larger  influence  in  developing  this  disease,  than  this  record 
would  indicate.  Consumption  is  a  chronic  disease,  and  when  it  is 
once  fastened  upon  an  individual,  he  would  be  less  likely  to  expose 
himself  to  the  influences  of  variable  temperature  and  moisture,  and  his 
life  would  be  more  or  less  prolonged,  according  to  the  original  vigor 
of  the  individual  and  the  progress  of  the  disease  before  he  submitted 
to  hygienic  management.  The  months  in  which  most  consumptives 
die,  then  does  not  indicate  the  month  in  which  most  contract  the 
disease. 

Of  Pneumonia,  19  occurred  in  March,  and  the  same  numl)er  in 
April.  February  16,  and  January  14,  May  and  December  each  10. 
In  September  there  were  none. 

The  tables  of  moisture,  and  of  the  range  of  the  thermometer  that 
is  herewith  annexed,  would  not  indicate  that  pneumonia  prevailed 
more  during  a  period  of  moisture  or  variable  temperature  than  at 
other  times.  The  table  of  moisture  alluded  to  shows  not  the 
amount  of  moisture  in  the  atmosphere,  but  the  amount  of  water  that 
fell  during  each  month.  There  may  be  a  damp  atmosphere  without 
any  great  fall  of  rain,  and  this  is  more  frequently  met  with  during 
the  months  of  April,  March,  February  aiid  January,  than  in  other 
months.  In  April,  the  thermometer  shows  a  greater  daily  range, 
than  in  any  other  month. 

On  this  record  are  found  only  41  cases  of  still-bom  children.  This 
is  far  below  the  truth.  In  the  first  four  years,  no  record  was  made 
of  still-born  children,  and  they  are  far  from  accurate  in  the  succeed- 
ing years. 

In  292  cases  of  death,  the  cause  of  death  was  not  specified.  This 
number  is  large — by  far  too  large.  Yet  it  is  encouraging  to  know, 
as  we  do  from  this  table,  that  this  defect  is  diminishing. 
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TABLE   OF  TEMPERATUKfK.* 

The  sum  of  the  thermal  oscillations  for  each  month,  the  num- 
ber of  days  of  observation,  and  the  mean  daily  variation  for  each 
month  in  the  year,  are  given  in  this  table. 
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The  daily  variation  for  one  year,  beginning  on  the  first  of  January, 
1848,  and  closing  the  first  of  January,  1849,  was  found  to  be  14.668°, 
and  for  the  whole  time  embraced  in  this  table,  is  14.694°,  differing, 
but  (0.026)  twenty-six  thousandths  of  a  degree  from  the  whole  time. 

From  this  Table,  it  appears  that  the  sevpral  months  rate  as  fol- 
lows in  respect  to  their  variability  to  temperature. 

1.  April. 

The  first  seven  months  of  this  list 
l>ossess  an  average  daily  range  above 
that  of  the  entire  year,  and  the  remain- 
der are  more  or  less  below. 


2.  May. 

3.  October. 

4.  June. 

5.  July. 

6.  August. 

7.  March. 

8.  September. 

9.  November. 

10.  January- 

11.  February. 

12.  December. 


The  mean  thermal  oscillation  for 
April,  exceeds  by  more  than  six  de- 
grees that  of  the  entire  year,  while 
December  ranges  a  little  over  four 
degrees  below. 


*  This  is  copied  from  Prof.  Brocklesby's  report  on  maximum  and  minimum 
range  of  the  thermometer,  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  Association  for 
improvement  in  Science. 
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Bj  dividing  the  year  into  four  astronomical  portions,  marked  by 
the  solstices  and  equinoxes,  and  finding  the  mean  of  the. oscillations  of 
temperature  belonging  to  each  division,  we  obtain  the  following  re- 
sults for  the  year  beginning  the  22d  of  December,  1847,  and  ending 
the  22d  of  December,  1848. 

From  the  winter  solstice  to  the  vernal  equinox,  the  mean  is  12.288**. 
From  the  vernal  equinox  to  the  summer  solstice,  the  mean  is  16.91°. 
From  the  summer  solstice  to  the  autumnal  equinox,  the  mean  is  14.66°. 
From  the  autumnal  equinox  to  the  winter  solstice,  the  mean  is  13.237°. 

Throughout  the  range  of  the  year,  the  average  fluctuation  of  tem- 
perature is  therefore  greatest  in  the  spring,  least  in  the  winter,  and 
more  in  the  summer  than  in  the  fall. 

The  most  extensive  diurnal  variation  within  the  period  of  time 
under  review,  is  thirty-seven  degrees  and  a  half,  and  occurred  on  the 
24th  of  December,  1848.  On  the  9th  and  lOth  of  April,  of  the  same 
year,  the  oscillations  of  temperature  were  respectively  thirty-five 
degrees  and  thirty-three  and  a  third  degrees;  and  in  three  other  in- 
stances only,  the  range  of  the  daily  temperature  exceeded  thirty 
degrees.  The  least  daily  variation  took  place  on  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1848,  when  the  difference  between  the  maximum  and  mini- 
mum, amounted  only  to  one-twentieth  part  of  a  degree. 

TABLE  OF  MOISTURE. 
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The  average  amount  of  water  that  fell  in  a  year,  was  43.77  inches. 
The  only  year  that  exceeded  this  average,  was  1850,  which  exceeded 
the  average  by  12.37  inches. 
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The  order  in  which  the  months  stand  with  regard  to  the  amount 
of  water  that  fell,  is  as  follows : 

November,  Maj,  October,  August,  December,  April,  March,  July, 
January,  September,  June  and  February. 

The  average  amount  of  water  that  fell  each  month,  was  18.15 
inches. 

In  the  months  of  November,  May,  October,  August  and  December, 
more  than  the  average  amount  fell ;  and  in  March,  July,  January, 
September,  June  and  February,  less  than  the  average  fell.. 


Sio5^a|hi:al  .^kftcheis. 


JOHNSON  C.  HATCH,  M.  D.,  OF  KENT. 

■ 

Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch  was  born  in  Kent,  Sept.  20,  1792,  and 
died,  by  accidental  drowning,  August  24,  1854. 

How  brief  is  the  record  of  the  life  of  one  truly  eminent  and  good^ 
and  when  eminently  devoted  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  medical  practice 
made  still  more  so.  Was  space  allowed  for  extended  notices  of  the 
more  worthy  members  of  the  society,  the  monotonous  routine  of  his 
avocations,  though  of  vital  importance  and  taking  deep  hold  of  the 
\^  heart,  is  so  devoid  of  incident  or  novelty,  and  in  the  present  instance* 

our  time  and  opportunity  to  acquire  the  necessary  information  is  so 
limited,  as  to  render  it  hardly  desirable. 

With  such  advantages  for  a  preparatory  education  as  were  afforded 
by  his  native  town,  and  having  extended  the^e  advantages  to  others 
in  the  capacity  of  teacher,  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Wells  Beardsley,  in  the  spring  of   1815,  and 
afterwards,   with    Dr.  Botsford,  of  Danbury,  in  Fairfield  County. 
One  summer  of  his  pupilage  was  occupied  in  study  and  attendance 
upon  Hospital  practice  in  the  city  of  New  York.     In  the  winter  of 
1818  and  1819  he  attended  a  course  of  Lectures  at  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College,  in  New  Haven,  and  at  the  termination, 
of  the  course,  and  in  accordance  with  the  more  common  practice  of 
the  time,  on  examination,  received  License  as  Physician  and  Sur- 
geon.    In  the  spring  of  1820,  he  entered  upon  the  active  duties  of 
bis  profession  in  New  Preston,  a  parish  adjoining  the  town  of  Kent. 
After  five  years  of  successful  practice,  with  the  confidence  of  the 
community  where  he  lived  and  a  liberal  share  of  patronage,  and 
after  his  marriage,  he  again  attended  a  course  of  Lectures  in  New 
Haven,  and  at  the  close  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
He  then  returned  to  New  Preston,  and  continued  in  practice  until 
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1837.  Being  now  in  infirm  health,  he  determined  upon  removal  to 
the  State  of  Illinois,  in  the  hope  that  the  changes  incident  to  the 
removal  might  be  the  means  of  his  recovery.  In  this  however  he 
was  disappointed,  and  after  two  years  residence  in  Illinois,  he  re- 
tuimed  to  Kent.  Here  he  gradually  recovered  and  with  returning 
health  resumed  professional  duties,  and  continued  here  in  full  prac- 
tice, until  hjs  death. 

During  the  whole  time  of  his  practice  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Litchfield  County  Medical  Society  and  placed  a  high  estimate  upon 
the  advantages  to  the  profession  of  our  organization,  and  contributed 
largely  to  make  the  social  gatherings  of  its  members  in  the  County 
meetings  both  agreeable  and  useful,  and  in  turn,  no  one  received 
stronger  evidence  of  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  society. 
At  one  time  he  was  its  President,  and  he  was  often  chosen  a  Fellow 
of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  and  was  an  honored  and  useful 
member  of  our  Annual  Conventions.  By  appointment  of  the  Con- 
vention he  in  1850  delivered  the  annual  address. 

He  also  aided  in  the  formation  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  twice  attended  its  meetings  as  a  delegate  from  Litchfield 
County  Society,  and  was  **  Permanent  Member  "  of  the  Association. 
Dr.  Hatch  also  filled  various  offices  of  honor  and  trust  in  the 
towns  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  once  a  member  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State,  and  a  Judge  of  Probate  for  several  of  the  last  years  of 
his  life. 

Perhaps  the  most  prominent  trait  in  the  character  of  Dr.  Hatch, 
was  candor  and  the  perfect  truthfulness  of  his  aims,  exhibited  both  in 
conversation  and  action.  A  man  in  whom  truly  there  was  no  guile. 
Another  prominent  characteristic  was  earnestness  in  every  laudable 
pursuit  which  engaged  his  attention.  Avoiding,  himself,  the  various 
artifices  by  which  notoriety  is  too  often  unworthily  sought,  every 
attempt  at  deception  or  quackery  resulting  from  either  ignorance  or 
more  enlightened  pretensions  was  necessarily  held  in  perfect  disgust* 
The  earnestness  and  perseverance  with  which  he  sought  to  qualify 
himself  for  the  responsible  duties  of  his  profession  may  be  inferred 
from  the  fact,  that  at  a  time  and  in  circumstances,  when  too  many 
count  themselves  to  have  attained  to  the  summit  of  their  aspirations, 
or  are  so  much  absorbed  by  the  cares  of  a  laborious  occupation  that 
they  suspend  their  efforts  for  further  advancement  except  as  it  is 
attainable  by  observation  in  a  routine  mode  of  practice,  he  was 
seeking  further  instruction  ;  and  in  the  most  busy  periods  of  his  life  it 
is  believed  his  habits  of  study  in  connection  with  practice  never 
forsook  him. 
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An  intimate  associate  of  Dr.  Hatch,  bj  many  years  his  junior  in 
practice,  writes  me  as  follows :  "  He  was  my  principal  counselor  in 
cases  of  difficulty  occurring  in  my  practice  in  the  direction  in  which 
he  lived,  and  I  remember  with  gratitude  and  esteem  the  kind,  candid 
and  respectful  manner  in  which  he  uniformly  treated  me  in  our  pro- 
fessional and  social  intercourse ;"  and  again :  ^'  He  was  a  true  man  to 
his  friends  and  true  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  Eminently  social  in 
his  disposition,  he  loved  and  enjoyed  the  society  of  his  friends  and 
was  the  life  of  the  social  circles;  he  waa  universally  loved  and 
respected  while  1  iving,  and  the  sad  event  which  so  suddenly  closed 
his  earthly  career  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  spread  sadness 
and  sorrow  through  the  community." 


GEORGE    SUMNER,    M.  D. 

'  BY    E.    K.    HUNT,   M.  D.* 

It  has  ever  been  the  enlightened  usage  of  civilized  life,  as  it  is  the 
spontaneous  desire  of  the  heart,  to  preserve  some  record,  more  or  less 
complete,  of  those  who,,  having  been  distinguished  for  their  useful- 
ness, have  ceased  from  their  labors,  and  entered  upon  their  reward. 

As  it  is  a  dictate  of  our  common  humanity,  it  is  equally  so  of 
reason,  to  perpetuate  upon  canvas,  in  enduring  marble,  upon  the 
printed  page,  or  in  all  those  several  methods,  the  recollection  of  great 
and  good  deeds  performed,  as  il  hi  strati  ve  of  high  character,  of  lofty 
virtue  and  self-devotion ;  that  the  living  may  behold  in  them  and 
their  authors,  those  acts,  and  those  noble  mental  and  moral  endow- 
^ments,  which,  varied  by  time  and  circumstances,  may  yet  ennoble 
others,  and  call  down  upon  those  who  well  perform  their  part  upon 
the  stage  of  life,  the  blessings  of  those  who  survive,  and  have  been 
the  delighted  witnesses  as  well  as  the  grateful  recipients  of  their 
benefactions. 

Animated,  doubtless,  by  considerations  like  these,  this  Society  has 
directed,  that  a  suitable  Biography  of  their  late  associate,  Geohge 


*  Thi«  sketch  is  pablished  as  prepared  for  the  Hartford  Medical  Society,  by  a 
TOte  of  that  body. 
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SuHNEB,  be  prepared — and  in  executing  this  Bad  and  trulj  melan- 
choly task,  it  shall  be  my  earnest  endeavor  to  present  you,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  in  the  limits  appropriated  to  that  purpose,  the  leading 
and  characteristic  features,  as  illustrated  in  his  every-day  life,  of  our 
departed  brother. 

In  doing  this,  however,  I  shall  not  be  expected  to  exhibit  a  life, 
abounding  in  thrilling  incident  or  wonderful  exploits ;  for  these  can 
never  apply  to  that  of  the  physician,  whose  chief  labors,  however 
important  and  exciting  in  themselves,  are  performed  in  the  retire- 
ment of  the  sick  chamber,  and  whose  victories  are  those  only,  which 
are  gained  in  a  warfare  against  wretchedness  and  disease. 

We  learn  from  a  very  interesting  paper,  containing  "Some  details 
of  personal  history,"  etc.,  read  by  him  before  this  Society,  that  Dr. 
Sumner  was  born  in  Pomfret,  December  13th,  1794,  and  was  con- 
sequently at  the  date  of  his  death,  a  little  more  than  sixty-one  years 
of  age. 

As  he  graduated  at  Yale  College  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  there  can 
be  little  doubt,  that  his  previous  life  had  been  that  of  a  diligent  stu- 
dent ;  giving  evidence  of  a  sound  constitution,  a  vigorous  intellect, 
and  unexceptionable  habits.  From  a  distinguished  class-mate,  how- 
ever, who  has  long  held  a  professorship  in  that  excellent  institution, 
we  learn  definitely,  what  might  otherwise,  perhaps,  be  considered  to 
follow  only  as  an  inference,  from  the  fact  above  named. 

Says  the  professor,  "  Though  not  a  man  of  tastes  and  talents  as  ver- 
satile as  those  of  his  room-mate  and  fellow-townsman,  who  received 
the  highest  honors  of  his  class,  whatever  he  did,  he  did  well,  and  as 
a  mathematician,  he  was  regarded  by  the  members  of  his  division,  as 
second  only  to  the  valedictorian.     I  think  it  not  unlikely  that,  with 
the  same  effort,  he  might  have  been  quite  equal  to  him ;  for  he 
always  seemed  to  me,  to  master  difficult  points  of  science  with  uncom- 
mon ease."     In  regard  to  his  social  qualities,  says  the  professor, 
"  Those  familiar  with  our  college  dialect,  will  understand  how  much 
was  meant  by  the  phrase,  always  applied  to  Sumner, — He  is  the 
cleverest  fellow  in  tlie   class."      His   acknowledged   talents    com- 
manded the  respect  of  all,  while  his  freedom  from  excessive  ambi- 
tion, and  his  perfect  exemption  from  those  unfortunate  traits  which 
usually  accompany  it,  such  as  jealousy,  envy  and  detraction,  equally 
won  their  esteem.     Such  are  some  of  the  memories  of  a  fellow- 
student  and  class-mate  of  our  late  associate ;  and  those  of  us  whose 
privilege  it  was  to  enjoy  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  him,  will  not 
doubt  the  truthfulness  of  his  recollections.     His  subsequent  life, 


55 

indeed,  but  expanded  and  rendered  more  distinct,  if  possible^  the 
characteristics  thus  early  exhibited. 

After  completing  his  collegiate  course,  Dr.  Sumner  made  choice 
of  the  profession  of  medicine,  and  commenced  his  preparatory 
studies,  under  the  direction  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  Hubbard,  after- 
ward Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  medical  school  at  New  Haven, 
with  whom  he  spent  two  years.  He  then  proceeded  to  Philadelphia, 
at  that  time  the  seat  of  the  best  medical  school  in  the  country — 
scarcely  excelled  even  then,  by  those  of  Great  Britain  and  France — 
where  he  passed  the  two  foUowing  years  in  pursuing  the  study  of 
medicine  in  its  various  departments ;  taking  his  diploma  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania. 

It  will  doubtless  be  observed  by  the  members  of  this  Society,  that 
with  every  preparation  for  making  rapid  advances  in  knowledge,  Dr. 
Sumner  spent  four  years — ^twice  the  time  even  now  required  at 
most  medical  schools  for  procuring  a  diploma — in  preparatory 
studies,  before  taking  his  degree,  and  entering  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  How  much  of  his  future  reputation  and  success^ 
depended  upon  the  attainments  made  during  this  season  of  prepara- 
tion, it  may  be  difficult  with  certainty  to  determine — no  member  of 
this  Society,  however,  will  for  a  moment  doubt,  that  with  both  they 
had  much  to  do ;  increasing  and  exalting  them  both. 

He  chose  the  city  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  as  his  place  of  residence, 
shoi*tly  after  taking  his  degree ;  but  was  soon  called  home,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sickness  of  his  father,  whose  death,  after  an  unusually 
protracted  illness,  left  the  doctor  once  more  at  liberty  to  enter  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession. 

He  came  here  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1819 — more  than 
thirty-six  years  ago,  after  being  disappointed  in  finding  an  antici- 
pated vacancy  in  a  neighboring  town,  already  occupied  by  a  more 
active  rival.  In  his  own  language,  he  '^then  decided  to  open  an 
office  in  this  city,  and  wait  for  business.''  Had  we  time  or  space  for 
comments,  a  few  minutes  might  be  profitably  employed,  in  the  con- 
sideration of  this  sentiment.  Though  it  leaves  us  to  infer  that  then, 
as  now,  there  were  quite  as  many  physicians  here  as  the  wants  of  the 
inhabitants  required,  it  indicates  a  rarer  and  far  less  common  pur- 
pose, on  the  part  of  the  candidate  for  practice.  This,  doubtless, 
resulted  from  that  modest  estimate  of  himself,  that  freedom  from 
excessive  ambition,  that  respect  for  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others, 
which  characterized  him  in  earlier  years,  and  made  him  willing  to 
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take,  whhoDi  trenching  upon  the  field  or  the  income  of  others,  such 
a  share  of  business  only,  as  might  naturally  fall  in  his  way. 

During  the  period  of  probation,  which  usually  awaits  .the  young 
aspirant  for  professional  practice— -one  ordinarily  of  peculiar  trial  to 
the  feelings,  and  often  to  the  morals — our  associate  illustrated  the 
incalculable  value,  not  only  of  a  cultivated  mind  and  sound  morals, 
but  also  of  habits  trained  to  steady  and  persistent  application ;  and 
at  once  entered  upon  the  systematic  study  of  botany ;  making  it  both 
an  amusement  and  employment.  Let  us  examine  for  a  moment, 
some  of  the  results  of  this  decision.  One  was — and  it  was  doubtless 
the  object  which  he  had  primarily  before  his  mind — to  familiarize 
him  with  the  physical  and  therapeutic  properties  of  our  indigenous 
plants,  by  which  he  became  enabled  to  make  a  profitable  use  of 
them,  not  only  at  such  times  as  he  deemed  them  most  appropriate, 
but  also  on  occasions  when,  for  one  reason  or  another,  other  articles 
of  the  same  class  could  not  be  obtained,  and  to  advise  intelligently, 
when  consulted  as  to  the  propriety  of  their  use ;  circumstances  which 
would  serve  to  extend  his  usefulness,  and  impress  inquirers  with  a 
favorable  idea  of  his  intelligence.  It  was,  also,  the  means  of  his 
undertaking  the  preparation  of  an  original  work  on  his  favorite 
branch — ^a  neat  volume  of  some  three  hundred  pages,  duodecimo, 
handsomely  bound,  and  beautifully,  and  for  that  day,  profusely  illus- 
trated. It  was  a  work,  undoubtedly,  of  merit,  and  so  much  esteemed 
by  competent  judges,  that  the  request  was  on  many  occasions  made, 
in  after  years,  when  a  full  professional  practice  rendered  it  impossible 
to  comply,  that  the  author  should  revise  and  publish  a  new  edition  of 
it.  A  farther  consequence  was,  his  .appointment  as  Professor  of 
Botany  in  Trinity  College,  an  office  which  he  filled  for  twenty  years, 
or  more ;  during  many  of  which,  he  was  accustomed  to  lecture  on 
this  interesting  branch  of  collegiate  study.  Such  were  some — possi- 
bly by  no  means  the  jnost  valuable — of  the  rich  fruits  of  that  precious 
time,  devoted  by  him  to  a  worthy  object,  instead  of  wasting  it  in 
idleness,  dissipation,  or  light  and  trifling  pursuits. 

A  little  less  than  two  years  after  commencing  practice,  Dr.  Sum- 
ner married  Miss  £lizabeth  Putnam,  of  Brooklyn,  a  lady  who, 
by  her  accomplishments,  uniform  cheerfulness,  kindness  of  heart, 
good  sense,  and  energy  of  character,  equally  secured  her  husband's 
happiness  and  prosperity.  Says, his  class-mate,  whom  I  have  pre- 
viously quoted,  "  I  saw  Dr.  Sumner  at  Hartford,  soon  after  he  had 
taken  up  his  residence  there,  to  practice  his  profession.  He  had 
recently  married,  and  appeared  exceedingly  happy  in  his  domestic 
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relations,  and  had  already  received  tokens  of  respect  and  patronage 
from  the  citizens.  I  clearly  rememher,  that  my  impressions,  as  I 
left  him,  were,  that  no  one  of  our  class,  had  entered  upon  the  arena 
of  life  more  auspiciously." 

Mrs.  Sumner  died  of  apoplexy,  about  eleven  years  ago— an  event 
which  produced  a  profound  impression — both  physical  and  mental, 
upon  her  bereaved  husband — from  which  he  probably  never  recov- 
ered. It  was  one  of  the  links,  in  a  chain  of  morbid  influences, 
which,  united,  produced  the  result  we  now  so  deeply  deplore. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  Dr.  Sumner  at  any  time  after  entering 
upon  practice,  neglected  any  suitable  opportunity  which  offered,  to  en- 
gage in  his  chosen  pursuit.  As  is  tirue  of  most  honorable  candidates  for 
practice,  however,  while  at  first,  he  found  much  leisure  to  pursue  the 
study  of  those  branches  of  science  to  which  his  tastes  naturally  led, 
he  was  not,  probably,  at  any  time,  long  without  a  patient  on  whom 
to  exercise  his  skill,  and  familiarize  himself  with  clinical  duties ;  so 
that,  at  the  period  of  his  marriage,  there  is  little  doubt  that  he  had 
attained  a  practice,  extensive  enough  to  occupy  much  of  his  time, 
though  his  income  may  not  have  been  sufficient  to  furnish  him  with 
more  than  a  limited  support.  Indeed,  he  made  no  secret  of  the  fact, 
that  his  first  years  were  years  of  restricted  means,  and  not  a  little 
pecuniary  embarrassment.  As  was  the  practice,  at  the  time,  of  some 
other  members  of  the  profession,  he  added  somewhat  to  his  income, 
by  receiving  a  few  boarders  into  his  family;  and  regretted,  as  he 
once  said  to  a  friend,  that  he  had  not  longer  continued  to  do  so. 

The  preceding  pages  indicate  some  of  the  claims  to  public  patron- 
age, upon  which  Dr.  Sumner  could  safely  rely,  in  entering  upon  the 
more  active  duties  of  his  profession.  Not  only — as  we  have  seen — 
did  he  possess  a  decidedly  superior  order  of  intellect,  enlarged  and 
improved,  by  long,  severe,  and  well  directed  study ;  much  more  than 
ordinary  theoretical  preparation  for  practice,  habits  of  industry,  which 
alone  are  almost  a  guarantee  of  success;  but  every  faculty  of  his 
mind  had  been  proportionately  cultivated,  and  that  needful  balance, 
and  S3rmmetry  in  intellectual  growth  secured,  which  were  ever  pre* 
dominant  traits  of  his  character.  Even  then,  he  rode  no  hobby ;  nor 
was  he  ever  taken  by  a  humbug,  under  whatever  guise ;  nor  by  a 
superstition,  however  attractive  or  venerable.  Whatever,  indeed, 
offers  itself  for  the  consideration  of  a  mind  like  his,  is  placed  in  its 
true  and  natural  relations ;  and  submitted  to  a  calm,  candid,  discrim- 
inating test,  which  ever  renders  its  decisions,  uncommonly  accurate 
and  reliable.     His  taste,  also,  for  whatever  was  beautiful,  either  in 
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natare  or  art,  had  even  then,  received  much  calture— exhibiting 
itself  in  a  fondness  for  landscape  scenery  and  horticulture ;  expanding, 
at  a  subsequent  period,  into  a  strong  relish  for  architecture.  In  the 
former,  we  learn  that  his  merits  were  early  known  and  acknowl- 
edged ;  and  the  laying  out  of  the  grounds,  the  arrangement  of  the 
walks,  the  selection  and  disposal  of  the  trees,  shrubs  and  flowering- 
plants,  which  now  render  the  vicinity  of  Trinity  College  so  attractive 
and  beautiful — a  work  mainly  intrusted  to  him — is  a  proof,  alike  of 
the  confidence  of  its  trustees,  and  of  his  own  ability. 

His  residence,  where  the  choicest  plants  and  flowers  were  always 
to  be  found  in  their  utmost  perfection,  at  a  later  day  furnished  abun- 
dant evidence  both  of  his  taste  and  skill  in  Horticulture.  His 
numerous  and  valuable  descriptive  plates,  well  illustrate  his  interest 
in  Ai*chitecture.  Of  these,  he  had  several  sets:  the  richest  and 
most  costly  being  those  representing  many  of  the  finest  Cathedrals, 
both  of  £ngland  and  the  Continent.  We  should  naturally  expect, 
that  a  mind  so  highly  cultivated,  vigorous  and  active,  would  seek, 
not  only  for  information,  but  companionship,  in  books ;  and  we  find 
him  possessed  of  a  library,  containing  some  three  thousand  volumes 
of  choice  works,  both  professional  and  miscellaneous,  which  he  had 
gradually  collected,  as  his  inclinations  suggested,  or  his  necessities 
required.  The  department  of  Materia  Medica,  and  those  relating 
more  strictly  to  the  practice  of  Medicine,  in  its  several  branches,  as 
distinguished  from  Surgery,  were  quite  full,  and  embraced  most,  if 
not  all  the  best  authorities  in  the  English  language,  until  within  a 
recent  date.  In  early  life,  both  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy  were  inter- 
esting objects  of  pursuit,  which  he  prosecuted  with  much  relish,  and'to 
a  greater  than  ordinary  extent ;  and  many  valuable  volumes  in  each 
of  these  departments,  adorned  his  library.  Many  of  the  best  and 
most  expensive  works  in  Natural  History,  were  also  there ;  from 
whose  pages,  he  had  also  doubtless  enriched  his  mind.  The  depart- 
ment  of  Botany,  contained  the  best  authorities  on  the  subject,  many 
of  them  £nglisli ;  and  procured  with  much  pains,  and  at  not  a  little 
expense. 

Some  of  the  most  valuable  standard  literature,  both  in  poetry  and 
prose,  most  of  it  in  the  best  editions,  was  also  upon  the  shelves  of  his 
library.  I  discovered  here  also,  many  rai'e  and  valuable  works  in 
Theology,  which  the  Doctor  found  time  to  study,  both  for  the  informa- 
tion they  contained,  and  the  moral  benefit,  he  doubtless  expected  to  de- 
rive. He  was  fond  of  biography,  well  drawn  and  accurate  delineations 
of  character ;  and  while  he  gave  little  time,  comparatively,  to  fictitious 
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writings,  he  read  with  much  satisfaction,  the  best  authors  in  this 
field  of  literature.  Perhaps  his  only  habitual  reading,  not  directly 
applicable  to  his  professional  pursuits,  were  the  English  periodicals, 
for  five  of  the  principal  of  which,  he  was  long  a  subscriber;  Black- 
wood, from  a  date  as  far  back  as  1882.  He  was  also,  during  the 
later  years  of  his  life,  a  delighted  reader  of  the  London  Times, 
Spectator  and  Examiner,  all  edited  with  consummate  ability,  and 
replete  with  useful  and  interesting  matter.  Such  is  a  brief  sketch, 
both  of  the  variety  and  character  of  the  works  which  found  a  place 
in  the  library  of  our  late  associate,  and  when  we  call  to  mind  his 
ever-pressing  engagements,  that  he  purchased  only  what  he  wished 
to  read,  and  often  to  study,  the  extent  of  his  Library,  not  less  than 
the  character  of  the  works  which  he  owned,  furnishes  a  striking  yet 
correct  index,  both  of  the  activity  of  his  mind,  and  his  great  industry. 

On  entering  upon  professional  life,  every  Physician  necessarily 
finds  himself  early  forming  relations,  more  or  less  intimate,  to  the 
brotherhood,  both  individually,  and  collectively,  as  in  Societies  and 
Associations.  The  social  qualities  of  Dr.  Sumner,  at  once  placed  him 
on  terms  of  cordial  good  neighborhood  with  his  professional  brethren 
by  whom  he  was  surrounded.  With  some  of  the  finest  minds,  and 
highest  characters  among  his  early  cotemporaries,  he  was  for  years,  on 
terms,  most  friendly  and  intimate.  Nor  can  we  doubt,  from  the 
elegant  and  affectionate  tribute  which  he  pays  to  the  memory  of 
some  of  the  choicest  of  those  noble  spirits,  that  his  own  character 
and  conduct  were  most  favorably  affected  by  this  congenial  intercourse* 

He  well  understood,  and  early  appreciated,  the  importance  of 
medical  organization ;  and  was  ever  an  active  and  valued  member 
of  our  State,  County  and  other  societies.  His  activity,  good  sense, 
and  superior  attainments,  early  gave  him  influence,  and  in  connection 
with  others,  enabled  him  to  induce  the  Physicians  throughout  the 
State,  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  the  subject  of  Insanity,  and  the  best 
method  of  treating  this  malady.  As  the  youngest  member  of  the 
first  committee  ever  formed  to  consider  this  interesting  subject,  he 
acted  as  Secretary ;  procuring  statistical  and  other  information,  and 
maintaining  an  extensive  correspondence  with  the  Medical  Facn  Ity, 
throughout  the  State.  The  result  of  these  endeavors,  was  the 
founding  of  the  Retreat,  the  earliest  institution  established  in  this 
country,  for  the  exclusive  treatment  of  Insanity.  Not  only  with  its 
inception,  but  subsequently,  and  with  every  successive  step  in  its 
growth,  was  Dr.  Sumner  identified,  not  more  as  one  who  took  a 
deep  and  abiding  interest  in  it,  than  as  giving   it  his  best  thoughts, 
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and  much  yaluable  time ;  and  I  have  certain  means  of  knowing,  that 
some  of  its  most  valuable  improvements  were  the  result  of  his  sug" 
gestions.     Probably  no  one,  after  the  death  of  its  first  Superintendent, 
was  more  thoroughly  informed  as  to  the  public  sentiment,  in  relation 
to  it,  better  understood  the  peculiar  wants  of  the  institution,  or  was 
more  competent  to  give  advice,  wherever  it  was  required,  than  him- 
self.   Indeed,  immediately   on  the  decease  of   Dr.  Todd,  he  was 
unanimously   elected  to  succeed  him  in  that  responsible  position. 
Though  he  declined  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  he  continued  to 
take  a  no  less  lively  interest  in  whatever  related  to  its  welfare,  and 
was  a  Director  and  Medical  Visitor  at  the  time  of  his  death.     His 
genial  good  nature,  freedom  from  the  slighest  tinge  of  arrogance  or 
conceit,  the  pleasure  he  manifested  in  listening  to  the  opinions  of 
others,  and  the  respect  he  ever  paid  to  them,  the  gentleness  with 
which  he  corrected  error  and  sustained  the  right,  made  him  eminently 
instrumental  in  maintaining  harmony,  and  giving  interest  and  value, 
to  the  meetings  of  the  Societies  to  which  he  belonged.     His,  how- 
ever, was  in  no  respect  a  negative  character.     While  exceedingly 
tolerant  toward  the  opinions  of  others,  he  was  by  no  means  without 
opinions  of  his  own ;  which  he  was  ever  ready  to  express  and  main- 
tain, but  would  cheerfully  relinquish,  if  at  any  time  they  were  shown 
to  be  unsound.     Though  the  proceedings   of   our  State  Society, 
furnish  abundant  evidence  of  his  frequent  presence  and  activity  on 
committees  and  otherwise,  it  was  only  a  few  years  ago,  that  he 
accepted  the  office  of  President ;  on  retiring  from  which,  he  favored 
its  members   with   an  invaluable  contribution,  in  his  valedictory 
address,  on  "  The  Early  Physicians  of  Connecticut."     It  was  a  pro- 
duction of  much  research,  and  considerable  valuable  time  was  given 
to  investigations,  and  careful  inquiries,  in  relation  to  it;  rendering  it 
the  highest  authority  on  the  subject  which  constituted  his  theme. 
It  rescued  also,  from  unmerited  oblivion,  the  names,  virtues,  and 
leading  characteristics,  of  many  noble  spirits,  who  went  before  us  in 
the  same  career,  and  which  the  profession  should  not,  for  its  own 
sake,  permit  to  be  forgotten.    The  records  of  our  County  Society 
exhibit  the  same  activity  and  interest,  which  characterized  his  rela- 
tions to  the  State  Society.     He  became  a  member,  at  its  first  meeting 
after  commencing  practice  here,  was  soon  appointed  Clerk,  and  in 
April,  1821,  read  a  dissertation  on  ^'  The  present  state  of  Pharmacy,'* 
and  in  1826  another,  entitled  ^'  Materia  Medica  and  Botany ; "  both 
showing  the  prevailing  direction  of  his  thoughts  and  professional 
predilections.   The  Hopkins  Medical  Association,  designed  to  embrace 
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the  best  talent  and  acquirements  of  the  Ck)unty,  though  a  few  were 
admitted  from  beyond  its  limits,  .was  another,  more  private  and 
select  organization,  with  which  he  was  connected  from  its  origin. 
Its  meetings  were  held  thrice  annually,  usually,  though  not  always 
in  this  city.  The  individual  experience  of  the  members,  the  discus- 
sion of  some  subject  previously  fixed  upon,  the  reading  of  one  or 
more  dissertations,  and  concluding  with  a  supper,  constituted  the 
ordinary  round  of  business.  Its  founders  and  early  friends,  having 
one  by  one  passed  away,  and  new  members  succeeded  them,  less 
ambitious  of  improvement,  or  rather  preferring  a  different  method 
of  accomplishing  similar  results,  the  society  languished,  and  was  at 
length  merged  in  another,  now  known  as  the  Hartford  Medical 
Society.  With  this,  our  lamented  associate  was  connected,  and  was 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  which  prepared  the  by-laws  by  which 
it  is  now  governed.  Until  his  failing  health  rendered  it  impossible 
for  him  to  be  present,  he  was*  a  very  constant  attendant  upon  its 
meetings,  which  he  honored  by  his  presence,  enlivened  by  his  cheer- 
fulness, and  instructed  by  his  wisdom  and  experience. 

He  also,  in  part  represented  our  State  Society,  at  the  meeting 
which  organized  our  National  Association,  which  has  already  done, 
and  is  still  doing,  so  much  for  the  honor  and  usefulness  of  the  pro- 
fession. Both  inclination,  and  repeated  appointments,  by  the  State 
or  County  Societies,  induced  him  to  attend  several  subsequent  meet- 
ings of  this  body.  On  several  previous  occasions,  it  is  known  that 
he  represented  our  State,  by  appointment,  at  meetings  called  to  con- 
sider subjects,  regarded  as  of  national  importance  to  the  profession. 

As  is  but  too  true  of  physicians  generally,  he  was  little  accustomed 
to  the  use  of  the  pen.  Nevertheless,  in  the  course  of  a  long  profes- 
sional career  circumstances  at  times  required,  that  he  should  write 
considerably,  and  at  frequent  intervals,  if  not  daily.  Except  as 
already  indicated,  however,  it  is  not  known  that  he  ever  engaged  in 
writing,  either  for  professional  purposes  or  otherwise.  His  produc- 
tions, both  in  early  and  in  later  life,  were  always  characterized  by 
richness  and  clearness  of  thought,  and  simplicity  as  well  as  brevity 
of  language.  At  the  same  time,  his  style  was  terse  ai^d  vigorous, 
and  whatever  came  from  his  pen,  was  ever  most  welcome  to  his 
brethren.         ^ 

Politically,  he  was  neither  a  Whig  nor  a  Democrat ;  still  less 
did  he  sympathize  with  any  of  the  numerous  cliques  and  factions, 
into  which,  recently,  the  two  great  parties  have  become  subdivided. 
So  little  was  he  governed  in  his  preferences,  by  the  leading  or  dis- 
tinctive principles  of  either,  that  he  was  not  unfrequently  accustom- 


62 

ed  to  promise  some  one  of  either  party,  to  him  it  mattered  not  which, 
whose  predilections  were  strong,  and  who  happened  to  be  sick  at  the 
time  of  an  exciting  election,  to  go  to  the  polls  in  his  stead,  and  vote 
the  ticket  that  his  patient  would  have  voted,  had  he  been  well.  His 
dislike  to  party,  originated,  there  is  little  doubt,  in  witnessing  the 
tricks,  shifts,  and  management,  to  which  leading  members  of  each, 
often  had  recourse,  without  the  slightest  reference  to  honesty  or  the 
public  welfare,  in  order  to  accomplish  their  selfish  ends ;  finding  that 
men  were  often  elected  to  hign  and  responsible  public  stations,  with- 
out the  first  qualification  for  them,  except  party  fealty.  It  may  with 
truth  be  said,  that  whenever  he  exercised  t!ie  privilege  of  an  elector, 
the  consideration  that  controlled  his  vote,  was  the  relative  fitness  of 
the  candidates,  for  the  office  in  question.  So  deeply  did  he  feel  this 
defect  in  the  practical  working  of  our  political  system,  that  for  years 
he  was  accustomed  to  assert  that  he  was  tired  of  a  republican  form 
of  government.  He  had  seen  enough  of  it ;  and  as  his  tastes  were 
English  in  their  finish  and  simplicity,  so  were  his  political  preferences 
English ;  and  he  was  rather  a  monarchist  than  a  republican  ;  would 
have  preferred  to  be  a  subject  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  than  one 
of  the  sovereigns,  under  the  administration  of  President  Pierce. 

Of  Dr.  Sumner,  as  a  practitioner  of  Medicine,  it  becomes  me  to 
speak  with  diffidence.  You  all  knew  him,  and  can  far  better  under- 
stand and  appreciate  him  in  this  aspect,  than  it  is  in-  my  power  to 
describe  him  to  you.  Indeed,  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  me  to  remember, 
that  wherein  my  descriptions  may  be  erroneous  or  defective,  the 
promptings  of  your  own  hearts,  through  your  thorough  knowledge  of 
him,  will  set  him  right  before  your  minds,  and  make  amends  for 
whatever  mistakes  it  may  be  my  misfortune  to  commit. 

It  has  already  been  shown,  that  his  academic  and  professional 
education,  had  been  obtained  under  circumstances,  eminently  calcu- 
lated to  develop,  expand  and  discipline,  the  faculties  of  his  mind, 
and  to  secure  to  him  an  unusual  share  of  elementary  knowledge ; 
every  branch  of  study,  being  systematically  pursued,  and  thoroughly 
mastered.  Thus  prepared,  it  may  be  fairly  claimed,  and  will  be 
cheerfully  conceded,  that  he  brought  to  the  investigation  of  disease, 
the  powers  of  a  strong,  highly  cultivated,  and  well-balanced  mind ; 
that  he  studied  with  acutely  discriminative  care  at  tbe  bed-side,  the 
nature  and  seat  of  the  maladies  he  was  called  to  treat ;  that  he 
formed  a  very  reliable  diagnosis,  and  applied  his  remedies  with 
peculiar  appropriateness  and  success.  Had  he  possessed  superior 
mental  endowments,  without  the  aids  which  education  aflbrds,  to 
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discipline  and  direct  their  operations,  he  must  of  necessity  have  been 
constantly  falliog  into  errors,  and  far  more  likely  to  injure,  than  to 
benefit  those  who  unfortunately  fell  into  his  hands.  Had  both  of 
these  even,  been  united,  yet  without  the  systematic  and  proportion- 
ate improvement  of  the  faculties,  it  would  have  formed  a  very  differ- 
ent character,  more  bold  and  impulsive  probably,  but  far  less  safe 
and  reliable.  It  was  unquestionably,  the  large  and  proper  cultiva- 
tion of  his  intellectual  and  moral  powers,  that  gave  him  his  pre-emi- 
nence among  medical  men. 

These  must  constitute  indeed,  the  only  worthy  basis  of  true 
eminence.  It  is  solid  merit — merit  that  admits  a  close  and  search- 
ing scrutiny,  into  both  character  and  conduct,  that  must  ultimately 
fix  the  positioD  of  every  man  among  his  associates,  the  only  compe- 
tent tribuDal,  I  may  add,  to  which  his  claims  can  justly  be  brought. 
To  this  last,  has  it  been  my  purpose  to  submit  the  case  of  our  asso- 
ciate, and  by  the  decision  thus  honorably  procured,  I  am  confident, 
we  shall  cheerfully  abide.  We  all  know,  however,  that  neither 
acknowledged  talents,  and  attainments  of  a  high  order — not  even 
when  associated  with  an  unexceptionable  character,  will  always 
procure  for  their  possessor,  that  hold  upon  the  confidence  of  fami- 
lies-—of  mothers  and  children — which  is  so  desirable,  and  even 
necessary,  to  extensive  usefulness  and  success.  And  it  is  precisely 
at  this  point,  that  so  many,  otherwise  shining  lights  in  the  profession, 
frequently  fail.  They  do  not  succeed  in  finding  their  way  to  the 
friendly  and  affectionate  regards  of  those,  upon  whom,  in  seasons  of 
sickness  and  distress,  they  are  called  to  attend.  There  is  a  sort  of 
partition- wall  between  the  approving  intellect,  and  the  confiding 
heart,  which  they  fail  to  pass;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  full 
measure  of  intimacy,  and  freedom  of  intercourse,  which  indissolubly 
binds  the  patient  to  his  physician  and  the  physician  to  his  patient,  is 
unknown  and  unfelt. 

While  doubtless,  Dr.  Sumner  might  have  held  a  high  rank  in  the 
profession,  had  he  devoted  himself  to  some  other  department,  than 
that  of  the  practice  of  medicine  ;  still  it  may  be  said,  that  his  pecu- 
liar and  crowning  excellences,  were  exhibited  in  tl^  chambers  of  the 
sick.  Here,  his  presence  was  always  marked  by  a  touching  gentle- 
ness, real  yet  unaffected  sympathy  for  the  sufferer,  well  chosen 
expressions,  a  becoming  cheerfulness,  and  unexceptionable  manners. 
With  a  large  heart,  acutely  alive  to  human  suffering  wherever  found, 
a  demeanor  adapted  to  all  classes,  he  was  equally  at  home,  and 
equally  welcome,  in  the  mansions  of  the  wealthy,  and  the  humble 
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dwellings  of  the  poor — ^felt  as  deeply  and  as  tenderly  for  the  one  as 
the  other,  and  with  equal  alacrity  ministered  to  their  wants.  None 
feared,  but  all  respected,  and  many  loved  him.  He  was,  indeed,  the 
"  beloved  physician."  He  was,  however,  little  in  the  habit  of  enter- 
ing with  much  particularity,  into  the  nature  of  the  disease  he  was 
called  to  treat,  nor  into  the  expected  effect  of  his  remedies ;  his 
reply  sometimes,  in  his  own  peculiar  tone  and  manner,  which  never 
gave  offense,  when  asked  what  he  expected  to  be  the  effect  of  this 
or  that  remedy,  being,  '*  I  expect  it  will  do  good."  It  was  well 
understood,  that  he  made  no  promises,  gave  no  assurances,  nor 
encouraged  hopes  that  would  not  likely  be  fulfilled ;  indeed,  was 
little  disposed  to.  indulge  in  prognostics,  till  the  progress  of  a  case 
rendered  its  probable  results  quite  apparent  to  less  discerning  and 
practiced  observers  than  himself.  In  his  immediate  relations  to  his 
brethren,  in  his  professional  pursuits,  for  one,  I  can  truly  say,  that  I 
never  knew  of  anything,  either  in  manner  or  conduct,  which  the 
most  rigid  interpretation  of  our  code  of  ethics  would  not  permit ; 
which  a  friendly  and  amiable  disposition  would  not,  indeed,  suggest 
I  believe  I  knew  him  well ;  and  having  had  no  claims  to  his  notice 
beyond  others,  nor  received  tokens  of  friendship  which  were  not 
alike  accorded  to  many  others,  I  can  but  think,  that  my  own  estimate 
of  this  phase  of  his  character,  is  but  the  measure  of  that  placed 
upon  it,  by  his  every  associate.  On  two  occasions  only,  during  an 
acquaintance  of  more  than  fifteen  years,  did  I  ever  know  any  colli s- 
sion  to  occur  between  him  and  any  other  member  of  the  profession'; 
and  on  both,  after  hearing  the  version  of  each  party,  had  not  a  doubt 
that  the  misunderstanding,  grew  out  of  the  statements  and  requests 
of  kind,  but  misjudging  friends. 

At  the  time  Dr.  Sumner  commenced  practice  here,  a  severe  epi- 
demic Tjrphus  fever  prevailed,  as  it  did  also,  in  other  parts  of  the 
State,  and  two  distinct  theories  were  held,  as  to  its  nature  and  treat- 
ment. While  the  disciples  of  CuUen  and  older  medical  authorities, 
pursued  the  antiphlogistic  practice,  the  followers  of  Brown,  whose 
speculations  were  not  yet  divested  of  their  novelty,  considered  the 
disease  to  be  one  of  mere  debility,  and  treated  it  with  brandy, 
opium  and  bark.  The  discussion  of  the  relative  merits  of  these 
methods  of  practice,  extended  from  the  faculty  of  medicine,  to  the 
public,  and  so  far  was  it  carried,  as  to  disturb  the  relations  of  friend- 
ship and  peace.  £very  man  felt  himself  competent  to  decide 
whether  his  neighbors  were  treated  properly  or  not ;  and  if  the 
physician  pursued  a  wrong  course  of  practice,  and  the  case  termina- 
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ted  fatally,  he  was  pronounced  guilty  of  homicide.     When  I  first 
came  to  this  place,  says  Dr.  Sumner,  one  of  the  first  questions  asked, 
and  it  was  the  most  common  question,  was,  are  you  a  bleeder  or 
stimulator  ?     To  a  cautious  and  observing  person,  hke  himself,  such 
a  state  of  the  professional  mind  and  practice,  would  furnish  mucli 
matter  for  reflection,  and  lead  also,  to  a  careful  comparison  of  the 
results  of  the  respective  plans  of  treatment.     It  can  scarcely  be 
doubted,  that  this  state  of  things  produced  a  lasting  impression  upon 
his  own  mind,  and  ever  afterward  influenced,  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  his  practice.    Nevertheless,  at  the  outset,  he  says  he  refused 
to  take  sides,  but  claimed  the  privilege  of  bleeding  or  stimulating  as 
he  thought  best,  when  called  to  the  bed-side  of  the  sick.     His  con- 
clusion was,  as  we  may  safely  infer  from  his  practice,  not  less  than 
his  expressed  opinion,  that,  while  there  was  not,  perhaps,  so  great  a 
difference  as  to  the  mortality  attending  the  treatment  of  the  oppos- 
ing sects,  as  many  might  suppose,  the  deaths  were  more  numerous 
among  the  disciples  of  Brown.    Their  patients,  ]^owever,  when  they 
did  recover,  got  well  quickly — a  circumstance  which  by  no  means 
demonstrates  the  soundness  of  their  practice — while  those  who  were 
subjected  to  the  free  use  of  the  lancet,  etc.,  had  a  longer  and  often 
tr3ring  convalescence ;  a  mixed  plan  of  practice,  judiciously  pursued, 
more  frequently  than  either,  saving  life,  and  procuring  a  happy 
recovery.      With  abundant  confidence  in  the  remedial  power  of 
medicinal  agents.  Dr.  Sumner  employed  them  with  freedom,  though 
of  course  with  discrimination  and  prudence.     He  was  careful  to 
avoid  extremes.    While  his  practice  in  all  acute  forms  of  disease, 
characterized  by  increased  vital  action,  was  decidedly  antiphlogis- 
tic, he  did  not  often  use  the  lancet.     He  trusted  more  to  cathartics, 
calomel  and  opium,  tart«  antim.  et  potass,  etc.,  for  the  accomplish-* 
ment  of  his  object ;  setting  them  aside,  as  soon  as  a  change  of  con- 
dition in  the  patient,  rendered  it,  in  his  opinion,  safe.    If  the  powers 
of  nature  were  equal  to  the  task  of  procuring  a  reasonably  prompt 
convalescence,  he  would  leave  them  to  perform  it ;  otherwise  aiding 
them,  by  appropriate  tonic  and  invigorating  remedies. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  numerous  forms  of  nervous  disease,  more 
trying  and  difficult  to  manage,  probably,  than  any  other.  Dr.  Sumner 
was  largely  employed,  and  eminently  successful.  These  constitute, 
at  once  the  test  of  his  ever  enduring  patience  and  amiability,  the 
evidence  of  his  good  sense  and  professional  knowledge,  and  also  of 
that  power,  for  which  he  was  remarkable,  of  acquiring  and  main- 
taining for  as  long  a  period  as  was  required,  the  friendship  and 
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confidence  of  his  patients.  Though  it  is  probably  a  fact,  that  phy- 
sicians, as  a  class,  devote  themselves  more  closely  to  their  pursuits 
than  any  other,  it  is  equally  true,  that  there  is  a  difference  among 
them  in  this  respect;  some  taking  more  time  than  others,  for  re- 
laxation and  repose.  Of  Dr.  Sumner  it  may  truly  be  said,  that 
for  much  the  greater  portion  of  thirty  years  of  his  professional  life, 
his  labors  were  almost  unceasing.  He  rose  every  morning,  but  to 
repeat  his  round  of  professional  duty ;  and  never  retired  at  night, 
secure  of  undisturbed  repose.  As  an  evidence  of  the  little  variety 
which,  in  one  sense,  the  life  of  a  physician  affords,  and  also,  as  a 
proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  above  statement,  I  cite  the  following. 
When  the  propriety  of  each  member's  furnishing  -a  brief  sketch  of 
his  life,  for  the  use  of  the  Society,  was  under  consideration — some 
six  years  ago— Dr.  Sumner  remarked,  "  I  can  only  say  for  myself, 
that  I  have*  been  here  for  thirty  years,  without  leaving  my  post 
during  the  time."  Though  this  statement  was  not  intended  to  be 
literally  understood,  it  nevertheless  approximates  so  nearly  to  the 
truth,  as  to  require  very  little  qualification. 

Another  pleasing  and  prominent  trait  in  the  character  of  our  asso- 
ciate, which  it  would  be  wrong  not  to  notice  with  some  particularity, 
though  it  has  often  been  adverted  to  in  the  course  of  this  sketch,  was 
his  unvarying  and  cordial  good  nature.  Nothing  seemed  to  disturb 
the  even  flow  of  his  spirits,  or  to  produce  an  irritable  frame  of  mind. 
Though  this  resulted,  in  part,  from  his  constitutional  temperament, 
doubtless— an  abounding  charity,  had  much  to  do  with  the  exhibi- 
tions of  this  amiable  characteristic.  He  had  studied  man — knew 
what  was  in  him — ^and  the  sometimes  painful  and  uncontrollable 
reactions  of  a  disordered  body,  upon  the  mental  and  moral  manifesta- 
tions. He  was,  therefore,  always  prepared  for  them,  no  matter  in 
what  way,  or  under  what  disguises  they  appeared;  and  was  never 
betrayed,  either  into  harshness  of  language  or  severity  of  manner. 

What  has  previously  been  said,  anticipates,  to  some  extent,  and 
may  be  thought,  indeed,  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  any  remarks 
that  might  otherwise  be  deemed  appropriate,  relative  to  the  extent 
and  character  of  Dr.  Sumner's  practice.  I  will  venture,  however,  to 
state,  that  he  began  among  the  poor,  in  the  obscure  quarters  and 
suburbs  of  the  city ;  attending  upon  them  for  all  forms  of  disease, 
both  medical  and  surgical ;  calling  for  assistance  only  when  opera* 
tions  were  required.  Gradually  advancing,  he  at  length  found  his 
patients  among  the  educated,  wealthy  and  refined ;  and,  subsequently, 
a  large  share  of  his  practice  was  confined  to  this  class ;  though  he 
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never  forgot,  nor  intentionaUj  neglected  his  early  patrons  and  friends. 
It  may  well  be  supposed,  that  the  demands,  of  the  two,  would  be 
great,  and  almost  incessant — bj  night,  as  well  as  by  day.  Such  was 
the  fact ;  and  abundantly  accounts  for  all  that  we  now  know.  The 
tax  upon  his  powers,  steadily  and  continually  made,  year  after  year, 
was  too  great  to  be  endured ; — a  premature  old  age,  and  a  compara- 
tively early  death,  were  the  direct  and  inevitable  consequences. 

Dr.  Sumner  was  stout,  of  a  lymphatic  and  nervous  temperament, 
about  five  feet,  eight  inches  in  height ;  weighing  not  far  from  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  pounds.  His  head  was  large,  and,  phrenologically 
speaking,  the  faculties  were  all  well  balanced  and  proportioned.  His 
features  were  massive,  well  marked,  and  eminently  expressive  of 
benevolence  and  good  sense.  His  movements  were  slow,  and  when 
on  foot,  his  gait  much  resembled  that  of  a  sailor,  in  his  first  walks — 
after  a  long  voyage — ^upon  shore.  This  is  attributable,  doubtless,  to 
the  fact  that  he  usually  rode ;  rarely  testing  his  own  powers  of  loco- 
motion. The  only  complaint  which  ever  found  expression  on  the  part 
of  his  patrons  or  friends  was,  that  he  was  not  prompt  enough  in  re- 
sponding to  professional  calls.  If,  however,  he  was  not  always 
prompt,  he  was  sure  to  come  sooner  or  later ;  for,  after  having  begun 
the  day,  he  had  no  repose  until  every  engagement  was  attended  to, 
every  duty  done.  He  rarely  retired  before  eleven  o'clock,  and  always 
closed  the  day  by  smoking  a  single  cigar,  and  drinking  a  glass  of 
wine — a  limit  which  he  never  exceeded.  His  house  was  proverbially 
the  abode  of  "  Hospitality."  His  accomplished  lady  and  lovely  fam- 
Dy  made  welcome  a  host  of  attached  friends,  who  enjoyed  all  that 
refined  tastes,  cultivated  minds,  and  generous  hearts,  could  bestow. 
Though  for  many  years  he  was  always  occupied  and  weighed  down 
with  professional  anxieties  and  cares,  the  doctor  dearly  loved  the 
seasons  given  to  relaxation  and  his  family ;  and  though  moments  of 
leisure  rarely  were  his,  at  other  than  times  required  to  take  needed 
sustenance  or  repose,  they  were  to  him  moments  of  exquisite  enjoy- 
ment But  as  in  other  united  and  happy  families,  changes,  often  sud- 
den and  unexpected,  break  in  upon  their  peace,  so  in  his,  at  a 
moment  when  least  expected,  the  destroyer  came,  and  sounds  of  joy 
and  gladness  gave  place  to  lamentations  and  wo.  To  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Sumner  succeeded  other  changes,  all  of  which  but  seemed 
to  increase  the  contrast,  already  so  painfully  apparent.  For  sev- 
eral years  previously.  Dr.  Sumner  had  experienced  evidences  of 
a  gradual  failure  of  nervous  power,  if  not  of  positive  disease ;  having, 
in  consequence  of  it,  been  obliged  to  relieve  himself,  to  some  extent^ 
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of  his  professional  engagements,  and  in  the  spring  of  1850,  he  was 
induced,  by  the  urgent  solicitations  of  his  friends,  compelled,  also,  bj 
his  own  convictions  of  its  necessity,  to  make  a  voyage  to  Europe. 
Few,  if  any  Americans,  who   have   never  visited  the  old  worid, 
had  so  thoroughly  informed  themselves  as  to  the  history  of  events, 
localities  of  interest,  or  the  names  and  genealogy  of  personages  of 
distinction,  both  in  Church  and  State,  as  Dr.  Sumner ;  and  he  unques- 
tionably saw  more,  and  enjoyed  more,  and  acquired  a  greater  amount 
of  accurate  information,  in  consequence  of  this  peculiar  fitness,  than 
most  do  or  can,  from  a  much  more  extended,  and  equally  favorable 
opportunity.     He  spent  some  months  abroad,  chiefly  in  England, 
and  returned  in  the  fall,  greatly  refreshed,  if  not  essentially  im- 
proved.    He  at  once  entered  again  upon  his  former  labors,  and  though 
he  endeavored  to  favor  himself,  and  for  the  most  part  declined  all 
night  engagements,  it  was  too  soon  perceived  by  his  friends,  that  his 
constitutional  powers  were  failing;  probably  beyond  repair.      His 
mind  was  at  times  clouded,  his  tongue  with  difficulty  performed  its 
office ;  his  limbs  were  weak,  and  his  gait  unsteady.     From  time  to 
time,  indeed,  he  suffered  from  attacks  resembling  paralysis;   but 
gradually  recovered  the  use  of  the  parts  involved  in  the  seizure ;  yet 
was  left  by  each,  with  less  of  vital  energy  and  strength,  than  he 
previously  enjoyed.     But  so  long  as  it  was  in  his  power  to  get  into 
and  out  of  his  carriage,  and  the  weather  was  not  unfavorable,  he 
continued  to  be  seen  in  the  streets,  slowly  driving  about,  cheerfully, 
though  faintly,  acknowledging  the  recognitions  of  his  friends,  and 
protected  by  his  overcoat,  which  he  wore  during  all  but  the  warmest 
days  of  July  and  August.     As  the  cool  weather  of  autumn  ap- 
proached, both  inclination  and  the  state  of  his  health,  induced  him  to 
seek  for  the  quiet,  and  cheering  warmth  of  his  chamber ;  and  during 
the  fall  of  1853,  it  may  be  said  that  the  period  of  his  active  labors 
was  brought  to  a  close.     Free  from  suffering,  with  a  mind  still  capa- 
ble of  moderate  exercise  and  enjoyment,  with  but  occasional  inter- 
ruptions by  returns  of  his  former  attacks,  he   spent  the  winter 
following,  rather  pleasantly  than  otherwise ;  reading  himself,  or  lis- 
tening to  the  reading  of  others,  as  suited  his  fancy  at  the  time; 
keeping  himself  fully  informed  on  all  public  matters,  by  reading  the 
daily  papers,  and  receiving  the  frequent  calls  of  his  many  sympa- 
thizing friends. 

Though  the  confinement  of  the  winter,  in  connection  with  the 
steady,  but  slow  advance  of  his  disease,  had  diminished  the  little 
strength  which  he  previously  possessed,  the  warmth  and  brilliancy  of 
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the  returning  spring  of  1854,  inspired  him  with  the  desire  and  resolu- 
tion to  attempt  once  more  to  get  abroad ;  and  on  several  occasions, 
during  the  succeeding  summer,  he  rode  out  and  visited  those  parts 
of  the  city  where  public  improvements  were  in  progress ; — ^the 
Retreat,  Asylum,  etc.  But  increasing  weakness,  which  had  already, 
for  the  most  part,  long  confined  him  to  his  bed,  and  the  advancing 
season,  again  closed  upon  him  the  doors  of  his  chamber,  which  he 
was  never  again  to  leave.  During  the  autumn,  his  strength  was 
greatly  reduced  by  a  severe,  but  short  attack  of  diarrhea ;  and,  as  he 
said  to  a  friend  afterward,  he  found  it  much  easier  to  lose  strength 
than  to  regain  it.  Some  weeks  before  his  death,  a  frightful  attack  of 
cerebral  congestion  occurred,  which  it  was  thought  by  all,  would 
speedily  put  an  end  to  his  life;  but,  most  unexpectedly,  he  grad- 
ually recovered  the  use  of  his  reason,  and  lived,  only  to  drag  out 
a  brief  period  of  existence,  which  a  nervous  system,  rendered  exces- 
sively susceptible  by  long  confinement,  and  aggravated  by  extensive 
bed  sores,  made  one  of  agony ;  being  finally  released  from  his  suffer- 
ings, early  on  the  morning  of  February  20th,  1855. 

During  the  whole  of  his  protracted  and  peculiarly  trying  illness, 
the  same  serene  cheerfulness  which  characterized  him  in  health, 
continued — no  murmurings  were  heard,  no  irritability  exhibited. 
His  simple,  yet  sustaining  faith  in  the  promises  of  the  Gospel,  his 
reliance  upon  the  merits  of  the  Redeemer  for  Salvation,  and  his  trust 
in  a  risen  Saviour,  were  during  life  his  comfort,  and  in  the  last  con- 
flict his  support.  Without  the  slightest  ostentation,  or  pretense  to 
unusual  sanctity,  no  disciple  was  more  devout  and  conscientious, 
none  loved  his  church  and  its  ordinances  with  a  warmer  or  more 
tender  love;  nor  did  any  hold  more  frequent  or  delighted  intercourse 
with  his  fellow-Christians  and  the  clergy.  With  all  this,  his  spirit 
was  eminently  liberal  and  catholic.  He  would  oblige  no  one  to  en- 
tertain a  like  belief  with  himself,  nor  doubt  either  the  sincerity  or 
piety  of  those  who  might  worship  the  same  God,  under  other  forms, 
or  other  creeds.  The  funeral  ceremonies  were  performed  at  Christ 
Church,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  of  February — and  a  house  filled 
in  its  every  part,  the  profound  and  solemn  stillness  that  prevailed 
throughout  the  service,  and  the  crowd  that  followed  his  remains  to 
the  grave,  and  saw  them  deposited  in  their  last  resting-place,  attested 
the  public  grief  for  his  loss,  and  the  respect  entertained  for  the 
memory  of  the  departed. 

You  have  here  presented  to- you,  gentlemen,  in  a  plain,  and  I  hope 
truthful  sketch,  however  imperfectly  drawn,  and  unworthy  of  the 
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theme  which  "I  have  undertaken — ^an  outline  of  the  life  of  our  late 
associate.  It  is  for  each  of  us  to  decide  for  himself,  what  lesson  he 
will  learn  from  it,  what  benefit  he  will  strive  to  secure,  what  stimulus 
it  shall  give  to  high  and  honorable  purposes.  To  have  enjoyed  the 
blessing  of  so  bright  an  example,  is  not  without  its  responsibilities. 
The  character  and  conduct  are  both  afiected,  whether  we  will  it  or  nofc 
by  the  moral  atmosphere  in  which  we  live,  and  the  good  which  we 
accept  or  refuse. 

The  season  of  preparation  for  professional  practice  has  indeed 
passed,  beyond  recall ;  yet  if  in  any  case,  that  opportunity  has  been 
neglected,  or  but  partially  improved,  there  is  much  precious  time 
still  remaining,  which  faithfully  and  advantageously  employed,  may 
enable  us  to  make  up  for  many  and  great  deficiencies.     We  can  here 
safely  recur  to  the  example  of  our  subject,  in  proof  of  the  value  of 
time  well  spent,  of  effort  judiciously  and  perseveringly  made.    We 
learn  also,  that  it  was  a  life-long  devotion  to  study  and  good  works, 
that  gave  him  the  position  he  occupied.     He  continually  availed  him- 
self of  those  opportunities,  ever  presenting  themselves  to  all  of  us, 
which  offered,  for  benefiting  others  as  well  as  himself;  at  once  encourag- 
ing every  benevolent  tendency  of  his  nature,  and  counteracting  that 
Selfishness,  which  finds  a  lodgment,  and  often  a  soil  but  too  well 
suited  to  its  growth,  in  every  breast.     He  was  also,  an  active  mem- 
ber of  those  medical  organizations  to  which  he  belonged,  a  field  in 
which,  even  our  personal  experiences  teach  us,  much  may  be  done 
for  our  own,  and  others'  good.     Though  occupied  with  his  profession, 
beyond  most  men,  he  still  found  time  to  read,  and  to  study,  not  merely 
what  high  professional  aims,  and  the  progress  of  knowledge  demanded, 
but  much  sound  and  useful  matter  of  a  somewhat  miscellaneous 
character,  which  gave  a  symmetry  and  finish  to  his  mind  and  charac- 
ter, which  he  might  not  otherwise  have  possessed ;  increasing  his 
usefulness,  and  adding  charms  to  his  intercourse  with  general  society. 
We  are  further  taught  by  this  precious  example,  the  worth  of  simple, 
yet  cultivated  manners  and  goodness  of  heart     Though  the  former 
is  alone  an  acquired  excellence,  no  one  can  claim  entire  exemption 
from  the  responsibilities  that  flow  from  the  possession  of  the  other. 
There  is  implanted  in  every  human  being,  more  or  less  suscepti- 
bility to  suffering,  whatever  form  it  may  take,  or  from  whatever 
cause  arise.     Add  to  this,  high  moral  and  religious  principle,  and 
it  secures  to  its  possessor,  all  of  this  quality  or  attribute  in  its  most 
reliable  form,  that  can  be  useful,  or  perhaps  desired.    The  two, 
admirably  blended  in  the  every  day-life  of  our  late  associate;  both, 
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indeed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  yet  by  no  means  to  such  an  extent,  as 
to  discourage  imitation,  or  render  its  attempt  useless  or  unprofitable. 
Truly,  in  whatever  aspect  we  regard  the  life  of  our  departed 
brother,  and  hence  its  peculiar  value  to  us,  we  find  everything  to 
imitate,  yet  nothing  inimitable.  Shall  we  not  therefore  study  it,  and 
practice  upon  its  teachings,  so  as  to  make  up  to  ourselves,  so  far  as 
possible,  the  great  loss,  otherwise  irreparable,  we  have  sustained  in 
his  death. 
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"S^ljistratioit  t\^t  iasis  of  Sauitarii  ^tform. 


BT    STEPHEN   O.    HUBBABD,    M.    D.,    KEW    HAVEN. 


Whilb  it  is  the  peculiar  office  of  physicians  to  cure  disease  and 
alleviate  human  suffering,  it  is  highly  appropriate  that,  as  a  class 
and  as  individuals,  we  should  be  identified  with  every  movement 
having  for  its  object,  the  prevention  of  disease  and  the  promotion  of 
longevity. 

With  this  view,  Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen,  I  propose  to 
remark  briefly,  on  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  great  Sanitary 
Reform,  which,  although  foreshadowed  centuries  ago,  has  only  within 
a  very  few  years  received  the  legislative  aid  necessary  to  insure  its 
more  general  adoption ;  but  more  particularly  of  Registration,  the 
basis  of  that  reform. 

The  preservation  of  the  public  health  has  from  the  earliest  peri- 
ods received  the  attention  of  physicians,  philosophers,  and  states- 
men ;  and  did  time  permit,  it  would  be  interesting  to  trace  the  course 
of  this  movement — ^keeping  pace  with  advancing  civilization — as  it 
shows  itself  in  the  laws  revealed  to  the  Jews,  enforcing  cleanliness — 
purification — ^protection  from  contagious  diseases,  and  the  general 
preservation  of  health ;  and  in  the  legislation  of  Greece,  where  no 
city  was  without  its  health  officer,  and  Epaminondas,  Demosthenes, 
and  Plutarch  served  in  that  capacity ;  or  in  the  history  of  ancient 
Rome,  where  we  find  the  most  extensive,  and  sagacious  plans  were 
in  operation,  for  ventilation,  sewerage,  and  an  abundant  supply  of 
water. 

Indeed,  it  is  easy  to  sec  from  collections  of  Roman  antiquities, 
that  the  laws  for  the  protection  of  health  in  that  city,  were  of  a  very 
radical,  and  peremptory  character,  and  were  executed  with  a  degree 
of  vigor  and  impartiality  almost  unknown  to  us ;  and  it  is  to  this 
vigilant  forethought  that,  in  the  absence  of  other  organizing  agen* 
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cies  discovered  only  in  later  times,  we  may  attribute  the  success 
with  which  that  remarkable  people  preserved  social  order,  through 
so  dense  and  vast  a  mass  of  human  beings. 

What  was  previously  known  of  the  science  of  public  health,  how- 
ever, perished  in  the  general  wreck  of  civilization  which  followed 
the  invasion  of  the  barbarians;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
sanitary  regulations  whatever,  existed  from  the  seventh  to  the  four- 
teenth century.  In  those  dark  ages,  the  people  lived  without  law  of 
any  kind,  and  consequently  frightful  epidemics  often  desolated  the 
land. 

In  1350,  King  James  2nd  of  France,  turned  his  attention  to  this 
subject,  and  established  an  ordinance  which  has  been  considered  the 
commencement  of  Sanitary  Reform ;  but  it  went  little  farther  than 
to  prohibit  the  keeping  of  swine  in  cities,  and  regulate  the  sale  of 
meats  and  fish — ^and  for  nearly  two  hundred  years  the  only  attention 
the  subject  received,  was  to  remove  from  cities  some  offensive  manu- 
factures. During  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century  it  became 
apparent,  that  the  first  step  toward  a  radical  improvement  in  the 
physical  condition  of  a  nation,  and  the  enactment  of  laws  tending  to 
increase  the  average  duration  of  life,  was  a  collection  of  its  vital 
statistics. 

''That  upon  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  three  important 
eras  of  existence,  birth,  marriage  and  d^ath,  depended  to  a  very 
great  extent,  the  physical,  moral  and  civil  condition  of  the  human 
family. 

''  And  that  a  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  is  necessary  for  a 
full  comprehension  of  important  means  for  the  certain  advancement 
of  the  population  of  states  in  health,  prosperity  and  civilisation." 

The  conviction  of  these  truths,  led  to  the  establishment  at  Geneva, 
in  1549,  of  the  first  system  of  registration  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths.  The  result  was,  the  discovery  of  such  an  alarming  state  of 
facts  concerning  the  low  value  of  life  in  that  city,  as  led  to  the 
enactment  of  wise  sanitary  regulations,  which  have  been  amended 
and  enforced  through  a  long  series  of  years.  As  a  consequence, 
the  mean  duration  of  life  increased  more  than  jlvt  times  from  1550 
to  1833 ;  and  with  tlie  increase  of  population,  and  more  prolonged 
duration  of  life,  happiness  and  prosperity  were  promoted :  although 
with  advanced  prosperity,  marriages  became  fewer  and  later,  and 
thus  the  number  of  births  was  reduced,  a  greater  number  of  infants 
born  were  preserved,  and  the  number  of  adults  with  whom  lies  the 
strength  and  greatness  of  the  state,  became  larger. 
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^  Toward  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  probable  dura- 
tion of  life  was  not  twenty  years ;  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century  it  reached  to  thirty-two  years ;  and  now  it  is  more  than 
forty-five  years,  while  the  real  productive  power  of  the  population 
has  increased  in  much  greater  proportion  than  its  increase  in  num- 
bers." 

The  registers  there,  as  in  many  of  the  cities  of  France,  are  viewed 
as  pre-appointed  evidences  of  civil  rights ;  and  now,  no  person  can 
inherit  property,  administer  upon  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person, 
or  marry,  without  exhibiting  from  these  records,  his  right  to  do  so. 

In  Prussia  and  the  German  states,  these  measures  are  attended 
to  with  great  exactness.  Every  fact  appertaining  to  the  health,  lives 
and  condition  of  the  inhabitants,  is  carefully  collated  and  published 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  In  nearly  all  the  European  states 
besides  those  mentioned,  facts  in  connection  with  this  subject  are 
registered  and  collected  in  the  most  scientific  and  systematic  manner. 
And  to  use  the  language  of  a  distinguished  American, — 

''  Whatever  we  Americans  may  say  to  the  contrary,  the  average 
longevity  in  many  places  where  these  measures  have  been  in  opera- 
tion, appears  greater  than  with  us.  Indeed,  we  have  no  little  reason 
to  fear  that,  unless  something  is  done  to  arrest  the  progress  and 
pressure  of  the  causes  of  mortality  in  this  country,  we  shall  be  in 
danger  of  possessing  only  a  very  young  and  immature  population." 

^'  The  average  age  at  death  in  many  of  our  large  cities  as  far  as 
returns  enable  it  to  be  shown,  is  under  twenty  years — ^a  fact  which 
can  only  be  due  to  the  unfavorable  physical  circumstances  of  the 
people,  and  their  ignorance  of  the  true  means  of  living,  and  avoid- 
ing disease." 

In  England,  the  public  attention  was  awakened  to  this  subject 
about  thirty  years  ago,  by  an  able  article  in  the  Westminister 
Review  on  '^  the  casualties  of  sickness  and  mortality,"  by  Edwin 
Chadwick,  Esq.,  at  that  time  a  young  barrister  in  London,  and  to 
whom  more  than  to  any  other  the  cause  is  indebted — and  whose 
name  should  be  handed  down  to  posterity  as  one  of  the  great  reform- 
ers of  his  age. 

Dr.  T.  Southwood  Smith,  with  whose  work  on  Fever  we  are  all 
familiar,  is  another  individual  who  has  been  prominent  in  all  the 
sanitary  movements  in  England,  and  to  whom  the  world  is  greatly 
indebted  for  his  active  efforts  in  this  direction.  These  gentlemen 
have  been  freqi^ently  called  by  parliament  to  serve  with  others  on 
various  commissions  of  inquiry  concerning  the  several  branches  of 
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Hygienic  reform,  particularly  in  regard  to  their  pauper  system.  One 
of  their  reports  shows  that  one'fourth  of  all  their  pauperism  is  the 
result  of  preventable  disease. 

The  registration  act  of  England,  after  which  all  similar  laws  in 
the  United  States  have  been  more  or  less  closely  copied,  was  intro- 
duced in  parliament  by  Lord  John  Russell,  and  went  into  operation 
July  1,  1837. 

Says  a  writer  in  the  London  Lancet, 

'^  This  was  the  most  important  sanitary  measure,  ever  adopted  in 
England.  Before  that  time  a  perfect  chaos  respecting  population 
and  mortality,  reigned.  Since  then,  a  mass  of  statistics,  relating  to 
life,  health  and  disease  has  been  accumulating,  which  will  exert, 
and  is  exerting  an  immensely  beneficial  influence  upon  the  physical 
and  moral  welfare  of  these  realms,  and  indeed  ultimately  upon  every 
people  on  the  face  of  the  globe." 

"  The  discoveries  of  Astronomy  have  not  a  more  palpable  applica- 
tion to  navigation  and  commerce,  nor  the  investigations  in  Chemistry 
to  manufactures,  than  have  the  statistics  of  health  and  disease  to 
physical  and  moral  regeneration." 

This  prophecy  is  now  in  process  of  fulfillment ;  the  influence  of 
this  movement  has  reached  our  own  shores,  and  in  several  of  the 
States  has  led  to  the  establishment  of  systems  of  registration  on  a 
similar  plan. 

To  Massachusetts  belongs  the  honor  of  taking  the  lead  among  the 
States,  in  the  march  of  sanitary  reform,  at  the  instigation  of  a  dis- 
tinguished statistician  of  Boston,  Lemuel  Shattuck,  Esq.,  to  whose 
reports  and  correspondence  I  am  indebted  for  many  valuable  facts. 
Responding  to  the  call  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  the 
legislature  in  1842,  enacted  a  registration  law,  which  has  been  from 
time  to  time  amended,  as  experience  of  its  practical  workings  indi- 
cated, until  it  has  been  brought  to  a  good  degree  of  perfection  and 
efficiency. 

New  York  soon  passed  a  similar  law,  and  was  followed  in  1852,  by 
Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey  and  Kentucky,  in  all  of  which  States, 
annual  reports  have  since  been  published. 

In  the  Connecticut  colony,  the  first  registration  act  was  passed  in 
1644.  On  the  third  of  June,  it  was  "  Ordered,  that  the  Towne 
Clarkes  or  Registers  in  the  seuerall  Townes  within  this  Jurisdiction, 
shall  ech  of  them  keepe  a  record  of  the  day  of  mariedge  of  euery 
p'son  hereafter  marled  w^'in  theire  libertyes,  and  of  the  day  of  the 
birth  of  euery  child  hereafter  borne,  to  who  the  parent  of  the  child 
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shall  w*Mn  three  dajes  after  the  birth  of  his  child  certifie  the  day  of 
the  childs  birth,  and  to  who  eaery  mao  that  shall  be  maried  shall 
w*''in  three  dayes  after  his  mariedge  certifie  his  mariedge  day,  vnder 
the  penalty  of  6«,  euery  default.  The  said  Register  is  to  receaue 
virf.  for  recording  the  day  of  mariedge  &  ml.  for  recording  the  birth 
of  the  child." 

In  the  laws  as  subsequently  codified — it  was  required  that  "euery 
new  maried  man  shall  likewise  bring  in  a  certificate  of  his  Marriage, 
under  the  hand  of  the  Magistrate  tr'^*  married  him,  to  the  said  Regis" 
ter*'  "If  any  person  shall  neglect  to  bring  in  a  noate  or  certificate  a<» 
aforesaid,  together  with  three  pence  a  name,  to  the  said  Register,  for 
all  Births  and  Deaths — and  six  pence  for  each  marriage,  to  be 
recorded,  more  than  one  month  after  such  Birth,  Death  or  Marriage, 
shall  forfeitt  for  euery  default  Jii^e  shillings,  and  the  penalty  further 
increased  vppon  longer  neglect,  according  to  the  judgement  of  the 
Court ; "  and  the  Register  was  required  to  send  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Court  an  annual  transcript,  together  with  a  third  part  of  the  fees, 
under  the  penalty  of  forty  shillings  for  every  neglect.  A  similar 
record  was  commenced  at  New  Haven  in  the  following  year,  and 
both  were  continued  until  the  opening  of  the  Revolution. 

Although  these  records  were  very  imperfect,  and  contained  merely 
the  names  of  persons  who  died,  were  married,  or  born,  they  have 
proved  of  great  value  in  tracing  genealogies,  and  titles  to  property ; 
and  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  returns  such  as  they 
were,  were  more  promptly  made  than  they  are  at  present. 

The  Registration  law  now  in  operation  in  this  State  is  in  the  main 
excellent;  and  if  universally  complied  with,  would  develope  a  mass 
of  valuable  facts  which  could  not  fail  of  exerting  a  great  and  lasting 
infiuence  on  our  prosperity. 

It  is  intended  to  accomplish  two  great  objects. 

First.     To  jireserve  the  name,  and  afford  the  means  of  identifying 
the  connections^  and  some  facts  concerning  the  personal  history  of 
every  person  ic/io  is  bom,  marries,  or  dies  in  the  community. 

Second.  To  determine  hoia  health,  life  and  longevity  are  affected 
by  age,  sex,  condition  and  occupation ;  by  climate,  season  and  place 
of  residence :  and  by  the  diseases  to  tohich  under  any  circumstances 
man  may  be  subject. 

To  accomplish  the  first  object,  certificates  of  birth  should  in  all 
cases  state  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother-ihe  nationality  of  both 
parents,  and  ns  children  are  often  not  named  when  the  return  is 
made,  it  should  state  the  number  of  the  child-whether  first,  or  second, 
&;c.,  in  addition  to  those  items  now  required. 
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Marriage  certificates  should  also  state  in  addition  the  name$  cmd 
residence  of  the  parents  of  both  parties,  and  the  names  of  witnesses. 

Certificates  of  deaths  should  also  state  in  addition,  the  names  of  the 
parents  of  the  deceased^  and  their  nationality.  In  order  to  determine 
identity,  it  is  necessary  that  these,  and  all  the  facts  now  required,  should 
be  recorded  with  exactness.  Physicians  in  too  many  cases,  omit  one 
or  more  of  these  facts,  without  reflection  that  perhaps  the  very  one 
which  they  consider  of  so  little  consequence,  may  be  hereafter  of 
the  first  importance  to  that  individual  or  his  friends,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  loss  which  science  sustains  in  the  omission  of  a  fact. 

Records  of  this  kind  are  of  great  importance  in  the  various  civil 
relations  of  society ;  and  will  secure  to  all  classes  numerous  legal 
rights.  It  is  useful  to  all  persons,  and  to  some  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance,  to  be  able  to  prove  in  a  legal  way,  their  age  and  place  of 
birth ;  and  equally  important  is  the  day  of  death,  and  the  particulars 
of  the  marriage  contract. 

Who  does  not  know  of  individuals  who  have  failed  to  obtain  their 
rights  of  property,  or  have  sufiered  in  reputation,  for  the  want  of 
such  legal  proof  of  events  and  identity,  as  this  law  proposes  to 
furnish  ? 

A  family  once  resident  in  New  Haven,  the  undoubted  heirs  by 
the  mother's  side  of  a  princely  fortune  in  England,  failed  to  receive 
it,  for  the  reason  that  a  single  fact  was  wanting  to  complete  the 
chain  of  evidence  otherwise  conclusive ;  and  it  is  well  known  that 
millions  of  property  in  England,  rightfully  belonging  to  parties  in 
this  country,  have  been  forfeited  to  the  British  Crown,  because  no 
legal  record  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  had  been  kept. 

The  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  Dwight,  President  of  Yale  College, 
was  for  many  years  unable  to  procure  the  pension  to  which  her 
husband's  services  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution  entitled  her,  for 
the  reason  that  she  had  no  proof  of  her  marriage,  no  record  having 
been  made,  and  the  witnesses  being  dead ;  she  finally  obtained  it, 
however,  through  the  aid  of  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  while  Secretary  of 
War.  He  ordered  it  to  be  granted,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not 
to  be  supposed  that  so  wise  and  good  a  man  as  his  old  and  venerated 
instructor,  would  have  lived  all  his  life  with  a  woman  who  was  not 
his  wife.  How  many  families  in  this  State  would  have  been  made 
glad,  or  have  been  saved  from  expensive  litigation  and  pecuniaiy 
ruin,  had  such  a  plan  of  registration  been  faithfully  carried  out. 

The  records  kept  in  New  Haven  have  been  repeatedly  brought 
into  requisition  within  two  years,  as  legal  evidence  in  suits  aflfecting 
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the  social  rights  of  individuals.  Copies  have  been  required  in  order 
to  settle  estates  in  England,  Germany,  Cuba,  New  York  and  Mass- 
achusetts, besides  for  other  purposes  within  this  State ;  and  I  presume 
similar  facts  are  known  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  So  far  as  mj 
observation  extends,  the  law  is  increasingly  popular  with  the  more 
intelligent  portions  of  every  community,  who  justly  regard  it  as 
capable  of  conferring  upon  the  State,  numerous  benefits,  the  importance 
of  which  can  not  be  estimated. 

To  accomplish  the  second  object,  the  record  should  show  a  claiss 
of  facts  different  from  those  necessary  to  prove  identity,  though  in 
some  particulars  they  are  the  same;  but  as  these  are  all  included  in 
the  present  law,  I  need  not  mention  them  here,  except  to  remade 
that  the  attending  physician  should  in  all  cases  be  careful  to  state 
in  a  certificate  of  birth,  the  age»  of  the  parents,  which  many  omit 
to  do :  this  appears  at  first  but  a  trifling  matter,  yet  in  future  years 
such  facts  will  prove  of  great  service  in  determining  the  lieiws  of 
population. 

We  shall  know  by  these  means  what  is  the  proportion  of  births 
and  deaths  among  our  foreign  population,  an  item  at  present  of  pecu- 
liar interest ;  also  of  what  diseases  the  foreign  bom  and  their  children 
die.  Forming  as  they  do  everywhere,  a  large  and  increasing  element 
in  our  population,  frequently  bringing  with  them  the  seeds  of  disease 
and  death,  this  becomes  a  matter  of  serious  import. 

The  register  in  New  Haven  exhibits  the  fact,  I  believe,  that  a 
majority  of  the  children  who  die  there,  are  of  foreign  parentage,  and 
that  of  these  the  larger  part  die  between  three  and  ^\%  years  of  age. 
If  this  statement  is  correct,  and  should  be  con-oborated  in  the  other 
large  towns — the  principal  foci  of  the  foreign  population — it  would 
be  an  interesting  and  useful  fact.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  by  the  accu- 
mulation of  facts,  Registration  will  lead  to  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  will  aid  in  the  diminution  of  sickness — (and  one-half  of 
all  that  occurs,  is  believed  to  be  unnecessary  and  preventable) — in  the 
security  of  life — ^in  the  improvement  of  the  general  physical  condition 
of  the  people,  and  in  promoting  their  greatest  happiness. 

Among  the  other  important  considerations  connected  with  this 
subject,  is  its  bearing  on  Life  Insurance. 

It  was  long  ago  ascertained  in  Europe,  that  the  reproduction,  the 
life,  the  sickness  and  death  of  man,  are  regulated  by  certain  fixed 
and  natural  laws,  which  vary,  of  course,  according  to  the  individual, 
and  the  circumstances  by  which  he  is  surrounded.  These  laws  have 
not  yet  been  investigated  in  their  application  to  man  in  the  circum- 
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stances  in  which  he  is  placed  in  this  country — neither  can  it  be 
done  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge  on  this  subject. 

It  is  evident,  however,  that  many  facts  exist,  which  render  the 
operation  of  these  laws  peculiar  to  ourselves ;  and  it  is  highly  desira- 
ble, on  this  account  also,  that  a  system  of  registration  of  human  life, 
by  which  they  may  be  obtained,  should  be  faithfully  carried  into 
operation. 

Life  Insurance,  as  common  in  England  as  insurance  on  property, 
is  becoming  a  very  important  interest  in  this  country ;  and  it  has 
always  been  regretted  that  insurance  companies  are  obliged  to  base 
all  their  operations  on  either  the  Carlisle  or  other  tables  of  mortality, 
prepared  in  England  many  years  ago,  and  which  never  afforded  an 
adequate   estimate  of  the  probabilities  of  life   on   this  continent. 

"  Such  records  would  enable  us  to  construct  tables  of  mortality,  con- 
taining an  invaluable  fund  of  statistical  information,  showing  the 
various  influences  in  operation  among  us,  which  tend  to  increase  or 
diminish  our  population,  the  comparative  value  of  life  among  males 
and  females,  and  of  persons  existing  under  different  circumstances 
and  conditions;  the  comparative  prevalence  of  health  and  disease  and 
of  death,  in  the  different  seasons  of  the  year,  in  different  localities, 
and  in  the  different  periods  of  life." 

Until  we  have  such  a  class  of  facti?,  we  can  not  know  the  wants  of 
our  population — nor  tell  where  to  apply  remedies  in  order  to  ame- 
liorate their  condition — to  improve  the  general  health  of  the  commu- 
nity— promote  the  security  of  life,  and  add  to  the  number  of  its  years. 
At  present,  our  exertions  must  be  influenced  by,  and  be  made  upon, 
comparatively  uncertain  theory  and  conjecture  ;  and  of  course  may 
produce  erroneous  results. 

Registration  has  developed  some  interesting  facts  of  a  more  strictly 
sanitary  character.  In  England,  it  has  been  found  that  in  those 
rural  districts  in  which  under-drainage  had  been  within  a  few  years 
generally  adopted,  the  number  of  deaths  has  much  diminished,  while 
the  cases  of  sickness  were  fewer  and  shorter ;  and  in  the  large  towns 
the  difference  between  the  ratio  of  deaths  in  the  undrained,  crowded 
localities,  and  the  better  portions  of  the  cities,  was  very  striking. 
In  the  report  of  Mr.  Glover,  superintending  medical  inspector  of  the 
London  Board  of  Health,  on  the  common  and  model  lodging-houses 
of  London,  (with  reference  to  epidemic  cholera  in  1854,)  it  is  stated 
that  in  1853,  there  were  registered  houses  of  this  kind,  accommo- 
dating about  30,000  persons,  yet,  during  the  year,  only  ten  cases  of 
fever  occurred.     Considering  the  class  of  persons  inhabiting  these 
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houses,  it  mast  be  acknowledged  that  three  cases  of  fever  in  eyerj 
10,000  of  SQch  persons,  is  an  almost  incredible  amount  of  sickness  of 
this  character.  '^  In  all  the  houses  registered  and  unregistered,  there 
were  in  the  first  nine  months  of  last  year,  72  cases  of  cholera,  and  61 
deaths,  an  amount  of  sickness,  all  things  considered,  astonishingly 
small."  ''  With  respect  to  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  model 
lodging-houses,  it  appears  from  the  various  reports,  that  these  houses 
have  enjoyed  all  but  a  complete  exemption  from  the  cholera,  the  mor- 
tality among  the  inmates  having  been  only  in  the  ratio  of  about  26  in 
10,000,  whereas  the  mortality,  from  cholera,  in  the  potteries,  Ken- 
sington, was  in  the  ratio  of  259  in  every  10,000 ;  and  in  Bermondsy, 
162  in  10,000." 

In  a  comparison  of  the  bills  of  mortality  in  London,  with  those  of 
Boston,  which  has  always  been  cited  as  a  model  city  for  cleanliness 
and  sobriety,  we  find  a  remarkable  coincidence.  In  London,  32 
per  cent  of  the  deaths  are  those  of  children  under  ^ye  years  of  age ; 
the  average  age  of  all,  at  death,  is  twenty-six  and  a  half  years — and 
the  annual  rate  of  mortality  for  the  whole  population,  is  1  in  40. 

<<  In  Boston,  from  1840  to  1845,  46.62  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths 
were  those  of  children  under  ^ve  years  of  age ;  and  in  some  classes 
of  the  population,  more  than  62  per  cent,  were  under  that  age ;  the 
average  age  of  all  that  died  in  the  same  period,  was  21.43  years,  and 
of  the  Catholic  burials,  13.43  years  only.  The  rate  of  mortality 
for  the  whole  population  for  the  last  nine  years,  was  1  in  39 — ^and 
for  the  last  year,  (1849,)  1  in  26."  Showing  that  London,  with  its 
two  millions  of  people,  supplied  with  water  from  the  Thames,  into 
which  the  enormous  accumulation  of  waste  and  dead  animal  and 
vegetable  matter — the  blood  and  ofial  of  slaughter-houses — the  drain- 
age from  dye-works,  bone-boiling  houses — ^and  a  thousand  nameless 
pollutions,  all  find  their  way, — with  its  crowded  streets  and  grave- 
yards, its  foul  cess-pools  and  hopeless  pauperism,  is  as  healthy  a  city 
as  Boston,  and  in  some  respects,  more  so. 

Some  of  our  other  cities  suffer  still  more  by  the  comparison.   The 
annual  average  mortality  for  the  last  eight  years,  was 
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Last  year,  the  average  ratio  of  deaths  in  Chicago,  was  1  in  18.3 
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The  high  ratio  in  the  two  latter  cities,  is  owing  entirely  to  the 
larger  proportion  of  immigrants  constantly  arriving  there ;  while  in 
Chicago  full  one-half  the  entire  population  are  foreign  born,  and 
there  is  always  present,  a  floating  population  of  several  thousands, 
many  of  whom  are  yet  suffering  from  the  debilitating  effects  of  a 
long  voyage,  and  destitute  of  every  comfort  and  convenience  of  life. 

Doubtless,  among  the  principal  reasons  for  the  large  mortality  in 
this  country,  may  be  mentioned  the  great  and  frequent  changes  of 
temperature  at  all  seasons ;  the  intense  and  prolonged  heat  of  sum- 
mer, favoring  rapid  decomposition,  and  causing  diseases  of  the 
bowels,  as  diarrhea,  dysentery,  cholera,  &c. ;  the  excitable  and 
restless  state  of  our  population,  containing  a  large  proportion  of  for- 
eigners, among  whom  affections  of  the  bowels  and  lungs  seem  to  be 
particularly  fatal.  It  is  to  be  expected  then,  that  the  deaths  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population  would  be  more  numerous,  and  the  average 
age  at  death  lower,  than  in  the  slow-going  population,  and  more 
equable,  temperate  climates  of  the  old  world. 

Says  Mr.  Chad  wick,  "  The  average  age  of  the  whole  of  the  living 
living  population  in  America,  so  far  as  it  can  be  deduced  from  the 
census  returns,  is  only  22  years  and  2  months.  Notwithstanding 
the  earlier  marriages,  and  the  extent  of  emigration,  and  the  general 
increase  of  population,  the  whole  circumstances  appear  to  me  to 
prove  this  to  be  the  case  of  a  population,  depressed  to  this  low  age, 
chiefly  by  the  greater  proportionate  pressure  of  the  causes  of  disease 
and  premature  mortality.  The  proportionate  numbers  at  each  inter- 
val of  age  in  every  10,000  of  the  population  of  the  United  States, 
England  and  Wales,  are  as  follows. 
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^  It  may  be  observed,"  he  adds, ''  that  while  in  England  there  are 
5,025  persons  between  15  and  50,  who  have  3,610  children,  or  per- 
sons under  15 ;  in  America  there  are  4,789  persons  living,  between  15 
and  50  years  of  age,  who  have  4,371  children  dependent  upon  them. 

''In  England,  there  are  in  every  10,000  persons,  1,365  who  have 
obtained  over  50  years  experience ;  in  America,  there  are  only  830. 

''  The  moral  consequences  of  the  predominance  of  the  young  and 
passionate  in  the  American  community,  are  attested  by  observers  to 
be  such  as  have  already  been  described  in  the  General  Sanitary 
Beport,  as  characteristic  of  those  crowded,  filthy,  and  badly  adminis- 
tered districts  of  England,  where  the  average  duration  of  life  is 
short,  the  proportion  of  the  very  young  great,  and  the  adult  genera- 
tion transient.  The  adult  population  in  America,  it  has  been  shown, 
is  younger  than  in  England,  and  if  the  causes  of  early  death  were  to 
remain  the  same,  it  may  be  confidently  predicted  that  the  American 
population  would  remain  young  for  centuries." 

Yrs.    Mo. 

"  The  average  age  of  all  alive  abov^  15,  in  America,  is  33  6 

The  average  age  of  all  alive  above  15,  in  England  &  Wales,  is37  5 

The  average  age  of  all  above  20  years,  in  America,  is  37  7 

In  the  whole  of  England,  the  average  of  all  above  20  years,  is  41  1 " 

These  statements  are  important,  and  coming  from  a  man  so  emi- 
nent for  the  ability  and  knowledge  he  has  displayed  on  this  subject, 
deserve  serious  consideration. 

It  is  the  prevailing  opinion  among  us,  that  no  people  in  the  world 
are  more  healthy  than  ourselves ;  but  if  the  above  statements  are 
true,  this  opinion  is  erroneous. 

In  one  of  the  Massachusetts  Reports,  is  a  compilation  showing 
the  mean  duration  of  life  in  several  places  in  Europe ;  also  in  Massa- 
chusetts. From  this  it  appears,  that  while  a  child  has  a  chance  of 
living  45  years  in  Surrey,  (one  of  the  healthiest  districts  in  England,) 
it  has  a  chance  of  living  only  25  years  in  Liverpool,  and  28.15 
years  in  Massachusetts-— showing  a  difference  between  the  two  first 
of  19.6  years— -in  other  words,  life  is  but  five-ninths  as  long  in  Liv- 
erpool, as  in  Surrey.  Yet,  before  the  facts  developed  by  the  Regis- 
tration system  were  known,  it  was  asserted  by  one  of  the  most 
accurate  writers  in  England,  that  the  great  increase  in  the  town  of 
Liverpool,  was  owing  to  the  salubrity  of  the  air,  and  the  progressive 
improvement  in  trade,  commerce,  and  steam  navigation. 

If  the  above  statement  as  to  the  mean  duration  of  life  in  Massa- 
chusetts be  correct,  (which  is  doubtful,)  it  is  as  unhealthy  as  Liver- 
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pool  and  the  most  unhealthy  districts  of  England.  Facts  as  inter- 
esting and  important,  maj  yet  be  developed  in  this  State,  in  relation 
to  our  own  towns  and  villages.  We  are  becoming  largely  a  mann- 
facturing  people,  and  take  pains  to  ascertain  the  exact  cost  of  every 
article  made,  in  all  its  different  parts,  and  its  cost  of  transportation ; 
yet  we  know  nothing  of  the  cost  of  life  involved  in  its  production. 

We  know  not,  yet  we  ought  to  know,  what  is  the  difference  in  the 
value  of  life  in  our  cities,  and  country  districts — at  the  sea-side — 
and  in  the  mountains ;  among  different  occupations  and  classes  of 
persons ;  and  in  what  particular  localities  certain  diseases,  as  con- 
sumption, scrofula,  dysentery  and  typhus  fever,  are  most  frequent. 

Registration  affords  the  only  means  of  determining  these  ques- 
tions ;  and  the  materials  for  a  complete  history  of  the  epidemics  of 
the  State  can  be  procured  in  no  other  way.  We  have  seen  the  great 
advantages  and  necessity  of  such  a  system,  in  proving  individual 
identity — in  securing  the  rights  of  property  by  inheritance — and  in 
protecting  public  health  and  public  rights.  It  will  enable  us  to 
deduce  the  laws  of  ^'  mortality  and  population  which  are  peculiar  to 
ourselves,  while  it  will  afford  us  the  means  to  devise  new  measures 
for  the  prevention  of  unnecessary  sickness  and  premature  decay." 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  any  registration  law  sufficiently  stringent 
to  be  of  service,  will  encounter  objections  and  opposition ;  obstacles 
of  this  kind  attend  the  inauguration  of  every  new  measure,  however 
humane  and  useful  its  provisions  may  be.  We  should  not  be  sur- 
prised then  to  hear,  as  we  do,  that  ^'  this  measure  interferes  with 
private  matters."  "  If  a  child  is  bom — if  a  marriage  takes  place — 
or  a  person  dies  in  my  house,"  says  one,  *'  what  business  is  it  to  the 
public  ?  these  are  private  matters." 

The  man  who  reasons  thus,  has  but  a  limited  conception  of  the 
obligations  he  owes  to  himself  and  to  the  public.  He  can  not  if  he 
would,  cut  himself  entirely  loose  from  every  other  person,  but  has 
while  living  in  families  and  communities,  a  direct  or  indirect  interest 
in  each  of  them.  "  Every  birth,  marriage,  or  death,  which  takes 
place  has  an  influence  somewhere — perhaps  not  upon  you  or  me 
now,  but  it  has  upon  others,  and  may  hereafter  have  upon  us." 

Says  a  recent  writer  on  this  subject, — 

"  In  the  great  and  frequent  changes  in  the  affairs  of  life,  it  is  im- 
possible to  predict,  which  shall  prosper — this  or  that ;  whether  I 
shall  be  a  pauper,  or  have  to  contribute  to  support  my  neighbor  as  a 
pauper ;  whether  I  shall  inherit  his  property,  or  he  inherit  mine ; 
and  every  person  should  not  only  be  willing,  but  desirous  to  place 
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within  the  reach  of  every  other,  the  fact  that  he  has  existed,  and 
the  means  of  identification." 

Parents  should  not  fail  to  do  this  for  their  children,  and  in  all 
cases  should  see  that  their  hirths  are  properly  recorded ;  interests  of 
great  moment  frequently  depend  upon  it,  and  it  is  not  of  more  con- 
sequence that  the  boundaries  of  their  retfl  estate  be  duly  recorded, 
than  that  the  time,  place,  and  circumstances  of  their  children's  births 
be  verified  beyond  question. 

It  has  been  shown,  that  a  well  organized  system  of  registration 
is  among  the  first  wants  of  every  enlightened  people,  and  is  capable 
of  cont;*ibuting  largely  to  the  amelioration  of  the  physical  and 
moral  condition  of  communities.  But  in  order  to  do  this,  it  must 
receive  the  hearty  support  and  cooperation  of  all  educated  men,  of 
whatever  calling  in  society,  who  give  tone  to  public  sentiment.  It 
appeals  to  them,  as  being  in  some  degree  responsible  for  the  success 
or  failure  of  this  very  desirable  reform  movement. 

This  subject  appeals  to  clergymen,  as  to  those  who  are  directly 
interested.  By  a  recent  change  in  the  law,  their  duties  under  it  are 
better  defined,  and  rendered  less  onerous,  relieving  them  of  much 
which  they  considered  of  too  particular  and  delicate  a  nature  for 
them  to  attempt ;  this  was  doubtless  the  reason  that  in  making  their 
returns  of  marriages,  they  more  frequently  honored  the  law  '  in  its 
breach  than  in  its  observance.' 

Their  education  and  habits  of  mind  should  lead  them  to  a  full 
investigation  of  the  subject ;  and  their  frequent  opportunities  both 
public  and  private,  will  enable  them  to  do  very  much  to  enlighten 
the  public  mind,  in  regard  to  the  great  benefits,  both  present  and 
prospective,  which  must  necessarily  result  from  its  full  development. 

To  the  physicians  of  the  State,  however,  it  appeals  hy  rights  for 
the  aid  and  countenance  which  no  others  can  give — and  it  relies  for 
its  efficiency  and  usefulness,  on  us  more  than  on  all  the  community 
beside — and  without  our  cooperation  it  must  fail. 

The  law  was  enacted  by  the  legislature  at  the  request  of  this 
society,  and  after  full  representations  and  arduous  efforts  of  your 
committees,  during  two  successive  sessions ;  and  are  we  not  bound 
to  use  all  our  influence  to  cause  the  law  to  be  respected  and  enforced? 

Who  so  capable  of  furnishing  the  needful  facts  in  relation  to  births 
and  deaths,  with  least  trouble  and  suitable  exactness,  as  the  attend- 
ing physician  ?  Who  can  better  appreciate  the  advantages  of  regis- 
tration, or  more  successfully  advocate  its  claims  upon  public  attention, 
than  those  to  whom  the  community  commits  the  care  of  its  health, 
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and  whom  it  will  hold  responsible  for  any  neglect  of,  or  indifference 
to  its  sanitary  interests  ? 

Let  us  then,  not  hold  ourselves  aloof  from  a  public  measure  which 
promises  so  much  for  the  amelioration  of  our  physical  condition,  and 
the  promotion  of  our  best  interest  and  happiness. 

We  are  accustomed  to  think  that  as  a  class,  we  perform  a  larger 
amount  of  unpaid  labor,  than  all  others  combined.  I  admit  that  it 
is  so,  and  it  is  one  of  the  bright  honors  of  our  profession,  that  we  are 
^Mnstant  in  season  and  out  of  season,"  in  relieving  the  sick  and 
suffering,  and  in  helping  forward  every  good  work. 

It  is  possible  perhaps,  that  in  the  minds  of  some  of  you  there  still 
lingers  a  prejudice  against  the  whole  subject  of  vital  statistics ;  and 
perhaps  a  few  may  seek  to  excuse  themselves  from  their  duty  in 
making  regular  and  prompt  returns  as  the  law  requires,  by  saying 
that  the  government  can  not  rightfully  demand  of  one  class,  or 
individuals,  a  service  to  the  public  without  compensation.  After 
diligent  inquiry,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  number  of  regular 
physicians  who  make  this  objection  to  the  law,  and  openly  avow  it, 
is  exceedingly  small.  These  surely  forget  the  numerous  instances 
in  which  individuals  are  required  to  make  sacrifices  of  time  and 
labor  for  the  public  good — to  promote  the  ends  of  justice  and  con- 
tribute to  the  common  defense. 

They  forget,  that  this  trifling  duty  is  the  only  tax  which  the  State 
has  imposed  upon  physicians,  as  such,  while  in  some  States,  a  license 
to  practice  has  to  be  purchased,  and  yearly  renewed,  after  payment 
of  a  money  tax,  and  the  inscription  of  the  name  and  address. 

In  England,  registration  has  become  the  great  idea  of  the  age, 
and  the  profession  there,  has  cheerfully  contributed  to  its  success  by ' 
an  immense  amount  of  unpaid  labor ;  thereby  erecting  for  itself  an 
imperishable  monument,  and  furnishing  to  their  brethren  everywhere, 
an  example  worthy  of  imitation.  In  Massachusetts,  the  profession 
is  actively  alive  to  its  impprtance,  and  united  in  effort  to  provide  for 
that  State  the  benefits  of  a  general  sanitary  reform. 

It  is  feared,  that  some  of  us  withhold  our  compliance  with  the 
law,  or  yield  it  reluctantly,  because  it  is  not  yet  quite  all  we  could 
wish— -or  all  we  think  it  should  have  been  at  first— -or  because  it 
subjects  us  to  some  inconvenience  and  annoyance. 

The  law  is  to  be  sure  still  imperfect  in  several  points,  particularly 
in  the  fullness  of  the  details  to  be  recorded — the  mode  of  their  collec- 
tion— and  the  penalties  for  non-compliance.  In  most  of  its  features 
however^  it  can  not  well  be  improved ;  with  the  exception  of  New 
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HaveDy  there  is  some  difficulty  in  procuring  the  return  of  certificates 
of  death,  by  the  attending  physicians,  who  seem  to  imagine  that  they 
will  be  looked  upon  as  evidences  of  their  want  of  skill,  rather  than 
as  a  measure  of  the  extent  of  their  practice.  In  this  city,  this  diffi- 
culty does  not  exist,  for  the  reason  that  we  have  a  city  law  which 
provides  that  no  burial  shall  take  place,  until  the  certificate  of  death 
18  in  the  hands  of  the  Sexton.  It  is  believed  that,  were  a  similar 
provision  added  to  our  statute,  and  one  requiring  towns  to  appoint 
sextons  where  there  are  none,  the  law  would  everywhere  meet  with 
the  same  fkvor,  and  work  with  as  little  friction  as  in  New  Haven. 

But  frequent  change  in  the  law  is  unadvisable,  for  many  reasons  : 
the  public  confidence  in  its  value  would  be  impaired,  and  anything 
like  uniformity  in  the  records  would  be  impossible.  It  is  very 
desirable  that  registration  laws,  should  as  far  as  practicable,  be 
uniform  throughout  the  difierent  States ;  and  at  the  late  meeting  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  a  committee  of  one  from  each 
State  was  appointed,  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  uniform  law  in  all 
the  States.  It  is  of  more  consequence  that  a  few  facts  be  recorded, 
concerning  each  birth,  death  and  marriage  in  the  State,  tlian  to 
multiply  the  number  of  facts  required,  without  providing  adequate 
means  to  insure  their  regular  return. 

But  do  not  on  these  accounts,  gentlemen,  withhold  from  it  your 
support,  and  by  your  indifference  defeat  the  good  it  is  already  accom- 
plishing. On  the  contrary,  let  us  each  feel  a  personal  interest  and 
responsibility  in  the  fate  of  this  measure ;  and  let  us  do  all  in  our 
power,  in  our  several  county  meetings,  and  by  personal  effort,  to 
awaken  in  the  profession  throughout  the  State,  and  in  the  communi- 
ties in  which  we  dwell,  such  an  interest  in  the  cause  of  registration, 
as  shall  carry  it  forward  to  complete  success. 

Nl5W  Havex,  Mat,  1855. 
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UPON    PETITION    OF 

CONN.  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 

IN  RELATION  TO  INSANE  CONVICTS. 

General  Assembly, 
May  Session,  1855. 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  on  State  Humane  Institu- 
tions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society,  relating  to  Insane  Convicts,  respectfully  re- 
port. 

That  the  evidence  brought  to  their  notice  has  satisfied 
them,  that  both  the  interest  of  the  State  and  the  claims  of 
humanity,  call  loudly  for  some  effective  means  of  relief  for 
this  peculiarly  unfortunate  and  suffering  class  of  our  fellow- 
creatures. 

It  appears  that  there  are  at  all  times  on  an  average,  not 
far  from  fifteen  insane  convicts  in  the  State  Prison,  most  of 
whom  become  so,  after  their  confinement. 

In  one  case,  however,  well  known  to  all,  a  man  acquitted 
of  the  highest  crime  known  to  our  laws,  because  of  insanity, 
was  placed  here  for  safe  keeping  solely,  and  spent  within  the 
restricted  limits  of  a  cell,  about  twenty  years  of  his  life ;  sub- 
ject for  the  most  part  to  the  stern  discipline  which  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  prison  demands.  It  is  true  also,  that  some 
other  cases  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  committed, 
have  soon  given  unmistakable  evidences  of  insanity,  proba- 
bly pije-existing,  which  became  confirmed  and  incurable,  dn« 
ring  a  protracted  confinement. 


From  the  Wardenship  of  Captain  Pillsbury,  through  every 
successive  change  in  its  governing  head,  there  has  been 
one  uniform  expression  as  to  the  great  wrong  done  to  this 
class  of  unfortunates,  and  the  continued  and  often  serious 
embarrassments  to  the  satisfactory  management  of  the  pris- 
on, resulting  from  the  existing  arrangements. 

Asi  long  ago  as  1841,  Capt  Pillsbury  made  this  topic  the 
subject  of  a  special  notice  in  his  report,  earnestly  appealing 
for  legislative  relief,  and  justly  praying,  that  a  part,  at  least, 
of  the  surplus  earnings  of  the  prison  should  be  expended  in, 
making  suitable  provision  for  this  class.. 

Capt.  Johnson,  who  succeeded  Capt.  Pillsbury,  (both  of 
them  men  of  much  practical  wisdom,  and  not  likely  to  pos- 
sess in  any  degree  a  false  philanthrophy,)  appeared  before 
your  committee,  and  quite  at  length,  with  great  force  and 
earnestness,  plead  the  cause  of  these  unfortunate  men. 
Among  other  reasons  urged  by  Capt.  Johnson,  in  favor  of 
some  provision  for  the  insane,  was  this :  that  during  the  six 
years  of  his  wardenship,  not  a  single  assault  was  made  upon 
the  officers,  except  by  insane  convicts.  Though  all  stand  in 
need  of  restorative  treatment,  yet  a  majority  of  them,  like 
the  insane  elsewhere,  are  not  incapable  of  labor,  nor  in  many 
instances,  are  they  generally,  without  the  power  of  self-con- 
trol, to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  Their  mental  alienation 
exhibits  itself  sometimes  in  a  single  insane  idea,  and  often, 
perhaps  generally,  in  but  a  few.  Some,  for  example,  get  the 
opinion  that  they  have  been  pardoned,  and  are  consequently 
unlawfully  confined ;  others  that  they  are  supernatural  be- 
ings, and  therefore  ought  not  longer  to  be  ignominiously  sub- 
ject to  the  restraints  of  the  prison ;  others  still,  heard  some 
imaginary  yet  controlling  voice,  commanding  them  to  do 
this  or  that ;  while  still  another  class,  are  "  willedj^  as  they 
term  it,  by  some  superior  power,  whose  authority  they  dare 
not  question,  and  cannot  resist. 

These  erroneous  convictions,  or  simple  jealousy,  or  the 
wrong  interpretation  of  the  most  friendly  acts  and  intentions 
on  the  part  of  their  overseers,  have,  each  and  all  of  them,  led 
to  insubordination  which  the  discipline  of  the  prison  failed  to 


control ;  and  to  many  ferocious  assaults  made, — and  often 
with  too  much  success, — ^with  the  avowed  intention  of  des- 
troying life. 

To  protect  the  lives  of  the  officers,  and  to  restore  to  the 
use  of  their  reason,  these  men,  now  reckless  and  dangerous, 
because  insane,  and  who  must  through  life  remain  so,  under 
existing  arrangements,  your  petitioners  justly  ask,  that  some 
provision  should  be  made,  whereby  they  may  be  safely  kept, 
and  properly  cared  for. 

Without  enlarging  further,  your  committee  will  only  add, 
that  the  opinions  of  the  highly  respectable  physicians,  who 
have  at  different  times  had  the  medical  charge  of  the  prison^ 
sustain  in  their  reports,  and  one  of  them  before  us,  the  views 
which  are  at  this  time,  and  have  always  been  entertained  by 
the  successive  hardens. 

To  our  minds,  the  facts  presented  from  these  unexception- 
able sources,  and  the  considerations  urged  in  behalf  of  these 
unhappy  men,  are  convincing  and  unanswerable;  and  make  it 
incumbent  on  this  Legislature,  as  the  exponent  of  the  benev- 
olence of  the  good  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  begin, 
at  least,  the  needed  work  of  reform. 

Fortunately  for  us,  we  have  in  some  measure,  the  light 
required  for  intelligent  and  speedy  action.  In  other  states 
this  subject  has  been  before  the  people,  carefully  and  deliber- 
ately considered  by  wise  and  benevolent  men,  and  such  ac- 
tion based  upon  their  conclusions,  as  seemed  to  be  expedient. 
As  would  at  first  seem  most  proper  and  natural,  throughout 
the  New  England  States,  except  perhaps  Rhode  Island 
and  our  own  State,  provision  for  this  class  is  made,  in  the 
State  Asylums  for  the  Insane;  so  that  when  an  inmate 
of  the  State  Prison  becomes  insane,  so  as  to  be  regarded  as 
dangerous,  or  incapable  of  labor,  he  is  transferred  to  these 
institutions,  for  relief  and  cure.  Similar  arrangements  exist 
also  in  New  York,  Ohio,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania. 

The  operation  of  this  system,  appears  from  the  evidence 
brought  to  the  notice  of  your  committee,  to  have  been  criti- 
cally as  well  as  impartially  observed  by  those  who  have  been 
called  to  exercise  a  guardianship  over  the  lives  and  health  of 


those  who  have  been  made  the  sabjects  of  it  Contemplat- 
ing  as  it  did,  the  free  and  unrestricted  interooarse  of  the 
felon  with  the  innocent  man ;  the  vicious  and  depraved  with 
the  virtuous ;  the  good  with  the  bad;  its  authors  have  been 
compelled  to  acknowledge  that  its  effects  were  disastrous 
upon  the  better  class  of  the  inmates,  degraded  the  institu- 
tions in  which  it  was  introduced,  in  public  estimation ;  and 
thereby  impaired  in  no  inconsiderable  degree  their  former 
usefulness.  Moreover,  many  of  those  whose  condition  we 
are  now  considering,  need  a  degree  of  watchfulness,  a  stern- 
ness of  discipline,  together  with  measures  for  their  security, 
not  called  for  by  those  whose  principles  and  habits  have 
never  been  corrupted  and  depraved  by  a  vicious  course  of 
life.  To  the  former,  all  the  restraints  required  would  in  no 
degree  exceed  those  to  which  they  had  previously  become 
accustomed ;  while  to  the  latter,  they  would  prove  a  constant 
source  of  annoyance  and  a  positive  injury.  In  truth,  the 
very  general,  if  not  the  uniform  experience  of  those  who 
have  tried  the  system  to  which  we  have  referred,  results  in 
this:  that  accommodations  for  insane  convicts  must  be  sep- 
arate and  entirely  distinct  from  every  other  class  of  the  in- 
sane. Besides,  not  only  the  exciting  causes  of  their  mental 
derangement,  but  the  experience  of  every  institution  for  the 
treatment  of  insanity  point  also  to  the  necessity  of  a  ready 
and  free  access  to  the  open  air  and  sunlight ;  and  to  health 
giving  occupations,  calling  into  gentle  exercise  the  muscular 
and  nervous  system :  larger  and  better  ventilated  lodging- 
rooms  ;  together  with  a  more  nutritive  and  digestible  diet,  if 
we  expect  fully  to  succeed  in  the  amelioration  and  cure  of 
this  formidable  disease. 

To  accomplish  this,  several  plans  more  or  less  feasible,  and 
involving  greater  or  less  expense,  have  been  submitted  to 
your  committee,  who  will  not  occupy  time  by  specifying  and 
describing  each,  but  proceed  at  once,  to  that  which,  on  the 
whole,  appears  to  them  to  promise  more  of  good,  at  less  cost, 
than  either  of  the  other  methods  suggested. 

They  therefore  recommend,  that  an  appropriation  be  made, 
looking  to  the  erection  of  a  building  upon  the  prison  groondsi 


and  in  connection  with  the  prison  itself,  sufficiently  large  to 
accommodate  thirty  persons,  including  attendants ;  so  con- 
structed as  to  combine  all  the  really  useful  features  of  the 
best  hospitals  for  the  insane,  with  the  least  expense. 

Nothing  can  be  advised  for  the  purpose  merely  of  orna- 
ment or  show ;  but  a  substantial  structure,  secure,  and  hav- 
ing a  cheerful  well  ventilated  day-room  and  lodging-rooms, 
such  as  the  necessities  of  the  sick  invariably  require ;  em- 
bracing needful  warmth  and  thorough  ventilation,  should  be 

^  erected.     Anticipating  as  we  have  a  right  to  do,  the  ultimate 

recovery  and  a  return  to  labor,  of  the  greatest  part  of  those 
who  are  admitted  here,  the  committee  design  torecommend 
those  means  and  appliances  only,  and  those  of  the  plainest 
and  least  expensive  character,  which  a  long  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  insanity  have  proved  to  be  indispensable.  In 
this  way  only,  can  the  interests  of  the  State  be  protected, 
and  the  purposes  of  an  enlightened  humanity  secured.  The 
building  should  be  so  situated  as  to  be  heated  by  the  same 
means,  that  the  prison  now  is ;  its  inmates  should  be  provi- 
ded for  from  the  same  kitchen :  their  diet  only  being  changed 

f  to  suit  the  necessities  of  invalids  and  to  hasten  their  cure, 

and  guarded  in  part  by  the  same  watch.  Thus,  while  the 
inmates  are  well  cared  for,  expense  will  be  saved,  and  its 
proximity  to  the  prison  enable  those  who  are  placed  in 
charge,  without  loss  of  time,  risk  or  expense,  to  transfer  from 
one  to  the  other,  the  inmates  of  each,  as  circumstances' 
require.  There  will  be  here  sometimes  doubtful  cases,  which 
may  be  placed  with  the  invalid  class,  and  carefully  watched 
by  those  who  are  well  informed  as  to  their  past  history,  as 
well  as  present  state.  In  many  minor  particulars  can  we 
perceive  that  no  inconsiderable  advantage  will  result  from 
locating  the  proposed  structure  as  above  suggested,  and  have 
yet  to  learn  any  serious  objection.  While  the  inmates  may 
not  receive  the  benefits  of  the  skill  and  experience  of  those 
who  have  made  the  treatment  of  insanity  a  special  study, 
we  are  nevertheless  satisfied,  that  the  judicious  management 
of  a  physician,  well  informed  as  a  general  practitioner,  by 
means  of  the  aids  which  a  suitable  Hospital  would  aflbrd. 


could  not  fall  far,  if  at  all  short  of  ^  the  saocess,  elsewhere 
obtained. 

Besides,  if  at  any  time,  it  shoald  be  thought  desirable,  as- 
sistance could  be  readily  procured,  as  is  now,  sometimes  done, 
in  obscure  and  difiGicult  cases.  As  we  have  before  intimated, 
suitable  accomodations  for  out  of  door  exercise,  are  regarded 
as  indispensable.  To  all  public  Hospitals  for  the  insane, 
extensive  grounds  or  farms  are  regarded  as  a  necessary 
appendage ;  not  more  however,  as  we  are  informed,  for  the 
pecuniary  advantage  of  the  institutions  ;  than  for  the  benefits 
which  are  found  to  result  from  them,  to  the  health  of  the 
patients  ;  moat  of  whom  at  one  period  of  their  confinement 
or  another,  are  employed,  or  enjoy  refreshing  exercise  upon 
them.  If  this  be  true  of  those  who  have  become  insane  in 
spite  of  all  the  means,  which  wealth  and  affection  could  sug- 
gest for  its  prevention,  how  much  more  true  will  it  be  in  the 
case  of  the  convict,  who,  it  may  be  for  years  has  scarcely  felt 
the  genial  warmth  of  the  sun,  breathed  the  pure,  free  air  of 
Heaven,  or  set  his  foot  upon  any  thing  except  the  flags  of  the 
prison  yard  or  of  his  gloomy  cell. 

Entertaining  views  like  these,  your  committee  are  of  the 
opinion,  that  one  or  two  acres  of  ground  should  be  connected 
with  the  Hospital,  and  suitably  enclosed  for  the  purpose  just 
indicated.  For  upwards  of  fifteen  years  has  the  call  annu- 
ally come  up  from  the  desolated  abode  of  the  suffering  felon 
from  every  warden  and  from  every  physician,  and  as  opportu- 
nity offered,  from  all  others  who  have  known  the  wants  of  the 
insane  convicts,  to  this  Legislature  for  relief.  The  action  of 
other  states  in  the  matter,  are  before  us  with  their  results. 
The  decision  of  the  Association  of  Superintendants  of  the 
insane,  embracing  the  Medical  Head  of  every  insane  hospital 
in  the  land,  is  in  our  possession.  The  British  Commissions 
in  Lunacy,  in  repeated  annual  reports  to  Parliament,  have 
spoken  loudly  and  unequivocally  on  the  subject  The  report 
of  the  Massachusetts  Commissioners  on  lunacy,  furnishing 
full  and  reliable  information  on  this  subject,  to  a  date  as  late 
as  March  last,  has  also  been  submitted  to  our  notice.  From 
all  these  varied  and  extensive  sources  of  information,  come 
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to  U8  a  measure  of  experience,  a  mass  of  information  which 
we  can  hardly  desire  to  increase,  and  upon  which  conclu- 
sions and  recommendations  are  formed.  Without  further 
comment,  we  submit  them  as  furnishing  abundant  and  relia- 
ble data  for  the  immediate  action  of  this  body. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  the  amount  required  to 
carry  our  plan  into  ejSect,  is  beyond  the  present  resources  of 
the  treasury  after  meeting  other  demands,  not  more  pressing 
but  which  have  taken  the  precedence  of  this ;  we  should  not 
deem  it  expedient  however,  at  this  time  to  recommend  an 
appropriation  of  the  whole  amount  needed,  except  under 
contingencies  not  likely  to  occur.  Preliminary  arrangements 
must  be  made,  and  in  order  that  they  may  be  advantageously 
effected,  time  is  indispensable. 

We  are  therefore  of  the  opinion,  that  the  duty  of  this 
Legislature  in  reference  to  the  subject  we  are  now  consider- 
ing, will  have  been  discharged  when  it  endorses  our  object, 
and  appropriates  the  amount  required  for  the  purposes  just 
indicated.  It  is  but  proper  in  this  connection  that  the  mem- 
bers should  be  reminded,  that  the  Connecticut  State  Prison 
has  always  been  a  pecuniary  and  profitable  investment  for 
the  State.  Its  surplus  earnings,  which  have  from  time  to 
time  gone  into  the  treasury,  to  aid  in  building  up  or  foster- 
ing other  benevolent  objects,  have  been  considerable,  far 
beyond  the  entire  expenditure  now  required  in  behalf  of  its 
insane. 

An  intelligent  and  humane  constituency  will  readily  con- 
cur with  us,  in  the  opinion,  that  naked  justice  requires,  that 
so  much  of  their  earnings,  as  are  needed  for  their  comfort 
when  sick,  and  for  their  restoration  to  health,  should  not  be 
denied  them ;  and  much  more  cordially  will  they  approve  of 
a  measure  designed  to  restore  to  their  reason,  men  who 
suffer  far  beyond  the  contemplated  penalty  of  the  law,  and 
for  whom  there  is  now  scarcely  the  slightest  prospect  of 
relief. 

In  conclusion,  we  recommend  as  a  commencement  of  this 
humane  undertaking,  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  land 
and  other  arrangements  preparatory  to  the  erection  of  a 
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Hospital  by  a  building  committee  to  be  appointed  by  this 
Legislature,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  State  Directors,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  (91,500)  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  This 
will  be  about  the  amount  which  in  our  judgment,  can  be 
judiciously  expended,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  and 
will  enable  the  committee  at  once  to  enter  upon  the  task  of 
erecting  the  building,  when  our  successors  shall  upon  suita- 
ble investigation  have  ascertained  how  much  will  be  required.. 
We  believe  also'  that  certain  other  eminently  humane  insti- 
tutions, whose  hold  upon  the  sympathies  of  our  constituents 
is  deservedly  strong,  and  which  are  now  in  pressing  need  of 
help,  will  by  the  aid  this  year  to  be  afforded  as  we  hope,  need 
less  hereafter  from  the  Treasury ;  thereby  rendering  it  com- 
paratively easy  for  another  Legislature  to  appropriate  for  this 
purpose,  the  balance  required. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  together  with  the 
accompanying  resolutions,  by 

DANIEL  DORCHESTER,\ 
ALFRED  NORTH,  J .  .  .  j.  ,    , 

D.  W.  DENISON,  rn         -T 

J.  W.  THAYER,  f   committee 

WM.  BLACKSTONE,  >      *J?/f® 

SHERMAN  PECK,  (     u„^«o 

EZRA  PARKER,  V  t^^^L. 

LYMAN  mead;  \  I°«tit°*^«n»- 

JAMES  L.  SELDEN,  / 
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BENJAMIN  H.  CATLIN,  M.  D.,  President. 
ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  Vice-President. 
GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

Stanblng  Committees. 

Committee  of   Examination, 

BENJAMIN  H.  CATLIN,  M.  D.,  ex-officio. 
WILLIAM  W.  WELCH,  M.  D. 
REYNOLD  WEBB,  M.  D. 
A.  T.  DOUGLAS,  M.  D. 
CHARLES  WOODWARD,  M.  D. 
NATHAN  S.  PIKE,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane, 

D.  P.  FRANCIS,  M.  D. 
JONATHAN  KNIGHT,  M.  D. 
ISAAC  G.  PORTER,  M.  D. 
DAVID  CRARY,  M.  D. 

C.  H.  BROMLEY,  M.  D. 

Committee   to  nominate  Professors  in  the   Medical   Institution  of 

Tale  College, 

DAVID  HARRISON,  M.  D. 

E.  K.  HUNT,  M.  D. 

R.  M.  FOWLER,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  N.  CLARK,  M.  D. 
ROBERT  HUBBARD,  M.  D. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Annuul  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows,  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society,  was  held  in  the  Medical  College  in  the 
city  of  New  Haven,  May  28,  1856. 

The  President  called  the  Convention  to  order,  when  the  certificates 
of  the  election  of  Fellows  were  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  referred 
to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  C.  Byington,  Ashbel  Woodward, 
and  H.  W.  Hough,  who  reported  the  following  list  of 

FELLOWS. 


HARTFORD  COUNTY. 

Joseph  Olmsted,  M.  D. 
M.  L.  Fiskc,  M.  D. 
David  Crary,  M.  D. 
*R.  A.  White,  M.  D. 
S.  L.  Child,  M.  D. 

NEW  LONDON   C0UI<rTY. 

Austin  F.  Perkins,  M.  D. 
A.  T.  Douglass,  M.  D. 
Renjamin  D.  Dean,  M.  D. 
Ashbel  Woodward,  M.  D. 
John  C.  Bolles,  M.  D. 


NEW   HAVEN  COUNTY. 

P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  D. 
Charles  B^rington,  M.  D. 
Sheldon  Beardsley,  M.  D. 
Edward  W.  Hatch,  M.  D. 
Moses  C.  White,  M.  D. 

WINDHAM   COUNTY. 

Henry  W.  Hough,  M.  D. 
L.  Holbrook,  M.  D. 
Calvin  B.  Bromley,  M.  D. 
Nathan  S.  Pike,  M.  D. 
•Asa  Witter,  M.  D. 


FAIRFIELD   COUNTY. 

Ira  Gregory,  M  D. 
Justus  Sherwood,  M.  D. 
Robert  Hubbard,  M.  D. 
D.  S.  Burr,  M.  D. 
A.  L.  Williams,  M.  D. 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Charles  Woodward,  M.  D. 
Elisha  B.  Nye,  M.  D. 
Benjamin  M.  Fowler,  M.  D. 


LITCHFIELD   COUNTY. 

Samuel  W.  Gold,  M.  D. 
G.  B.  Miller,  M.  D. 
George  Seymour,  M.  D. 
S.  T.  Salisbury,  M.  D. 
•Myron  Downes,  M.  D. 

TOLLAND  COUNTY. 

Edwin  G.  Sumner,  M.  D. 
F.  L.  Dickinson,  M.  D. 
WiUiam  N.  CUrk,  M.  D. 


*  Absent. 


The  President,  Dr.  William  H.  Cogswell,  stated  that  in  con- 
sequence of  ill  health,  he  had  not  been  able  to  prepare  an  address, 
and  he  declined  a  re-election. 

Voted,  That  the  test  in  resolution  passed  in  1853,  be  applied  to 
the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

After  the  appointment  of  Drs.  C.  Woodward,  and  Robert  Hub- 
bard as  Tellers,  and  an  informal  ballot  for  the  several  offices  to  be 
filled,  the  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected, 
viz. : 

BENJAMIN  H.  CATLIN,  M.  D.,  Pbesident. 
ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  Vice-President. 
GEORGE  0.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer, 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  a  committee  to 
bring  forward  the  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  rtz.,  Drs.  Sher- 
wood, Dean,  Craiy,  Salisbury,  Pike,  Fowler,  and  Clarke. 

Dr.  Child  presented  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  of 
Hartford  County  Medical  Society,  which  was  referred  to  a  committee 
consisting  of  Drs.  Child,  Hatch,  Douglas,  Gregory,  Pike,  Seymour, 
Nye,  and  Sumner. 

Dr.  Jewett  presented  to  the  Convention  an  abstract  prepared 
by  Dr.  Beresford,  from  a  biographical  notice  of  the  late  Myron 
^  W.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  which  had  been  read  before  the  Hartford 
County  Medical  Society  at  its  annual  meeting,  which  was,  on  motion, 
ordered  to  be  published  by  the  Secretary  with  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Convention. 

Dr.  Jewett  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Hesolved,  That  no  member  of  this  Society  shall  be  recommended 
to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  College  for  the  Honorary 
Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  until  such  member  shall  have  been 
in  the  practice  of  Medicine  for  the  period  of  twenty-five  years,  at 
least,  and  no  more  than  one  shall  be  recommended  from  this  State  in 
any  one  year,  and  such  Degi'ee  shall  be  conferred  solely  on  the  ground 
of  distinguished  merit  and  honor  of  the  individual. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  committee,  to  be  appointed,  on 
Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Members. 


Dr.  Hunt^  of  Hartford,  through  Dr.  Crarj,  made  the  following 
communication  to  the  Convention: 

Whereas,  this  society,  having  heen  notified  that  a  person  is  to  he 
commissioned  to  ascertain  the  number  of  idiots  throughout  the  State^ 
by  a  visit  and  inquiries  in  the  several  towns  thereof,  and  also  that  the 
number  of  the  insane  and  deaf  and  dumb,  within  the  limits  of  the 
commonwealth,  can  at  the  same  time  be  ascertained  with  accuracy 
and  with  little  increase  of  expense :  Therefore, 

Hesolvedy  As  the  sense  of  this  society,  that  so  favorable  an  oppor- 
tunity for  procuring  information  of  so  much  practical  importance  as  that 
proposed  ought  not  to  be  neglected,  and  that  our  Fellows  be  instructed 
to  bring  the  subject  before  the  State  Medical  Society  at  its  next 
ensuing  Convention,  and  ask  on  its  part  such  action,  by  petition  or 
otherwise,  as  in  its  wisdom  shall  seem  most  likely  to  secure  the  object 
in  view. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  Drs.  Crary,  Byington,  and 
Burr,  who  were  instructed  to  report  to  the  present  Convention. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  then  read,  accepted,  and  referred 
to  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Dean,  Miller,  and  Sherwood  to 
examine  and  audit  the  same. 

Abstract  of  Treasurer's  Report. 

Cash  in  Treasury,  ....  $160.30 

Due  from  Clerks,         .  .  .  $1,298.82^ 

Deduct  two-fifths  for  bad  debts,  abatementi«, 

commissions,  &c.,  .  .  .       519.53 

Leaves       ......  779.29J 

Amount  of  assets,         .....         $929.59^ 
The  Society  owes  for  outstanding  debentures,  .  423.25 

Leaves  balance  in  favor  of  Society,      .  .  .         $506.34^ 

Drs.  Salisbury,  Olmsted,  Beardsley,  Perkins,  Williams,  Hough, 
Nye,  and  Clarke  were  appointed  a  committee  on  Gratuitous  Students. 

Drs.  Charles  Woodward,  Jewett,  Fisk,  Hubbard,  Bromley,  Grold, 
Bolles,  and  Dickinson,  were  appointed  Committee  on  Honorary 
Degrees  and  Honorary  Members. 

Drs.  Seymour,  Burr,  and  Sunmer  were  appointed  Committee  on 
Debentures. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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7\i7o  o*clocky  p.  M. 

The  Convention  came  together  and  were  called  to  order. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  an  election  to  fill  the  vacancies 
in  the  several  Standing  Committees  of  the  Society,  when  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  elected  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Committee  of 
Examination,  viz, : 

Charles  Woodward,  M.  D.,  and  Nathan  S.  Pike,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the 
regular  vacancies,  and 

A.  T.  Douglas,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Dr.  Catlin's 
office,  made  vacant  by  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  and  becoming 
thereby  a  member  ex-officto. 

David  Crary,  M.  D.,  and  Calvin  H.  Bromley,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for 
the  Insane. 

William  N.  Clark,  M.  D.,  and  Robert  Hubbard,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College. 

The  following  select  committees  were  appointed,  viz. : 

Drs.  Jewett,  Douglas,  and  Robert  Hubbard,  to  nominate  Disserta- 
tor  to  the  next  Convention. 

Drs.  Sheldon,  Beardsley,  Fisk,  Bolles,  Gregory,  Pike,  Gold,  WD- 
liams,  and  Dickinson,  to  nominate  Delegates  to  the  National  Con- 
vention. 

Dr.  Dean,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer,  reported  that  they  had  examined  the  same  and  found  it 
correct. 

Dr.  White  reported  the  action  of  the  New  Haven  County  Medical 
Society,  and  the  City  Association  on  the  subject  of  conducting  a 
system  of  Meteorological  Observations  in  the  several  counties  of  this 
State  according  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  and 
adopted  by  the  Legislatures  of  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Ohio,  and 
Missouri.  Several  interesting  facts  were  reported  from  the  associa- 
tion by  Dr.  White,  exhibiting  the  facilities  now  presented  through 
the  mediums  of  the  Patent  Office  and  Smithsonian  Institute,  for  col- 
lating and  giving  publicity  to  these  observations,  also  their  practical 
bearings  upon  Science,  Navigation,  Hygiene,  and  Agriculture,  and  all 
the  interests  connected  therewith,  and  that  the  demands  of  advancing 
science  required  some  action  from  the  State  Medical  Society,  by 


memorializing  the  Legislature  to  appoint  a  medical  commission  to 
establish  stations  and  procure  the  necessary  apparatus,  or  in  some 
other  way  which  they  might  deem  proper  and  expedient. 

The  report  and  accompanying  documents  were  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee on  the  Hartford  Sanitary  Resolutions,  and  Dr.  White  was 
added  to  the  committee  on  said  resolutions. 

The  letter  of  Dr.  John  D.  Ford,  who  was  appointed  Dissertator 
to  the  present  Convention,  was  then  read,  stating  that  continued 
ill  health  had  unfitted  him  from  fulfilling  the  appointment,  and  in  the 
present  condition  of  his  health  it  would  be  unwise  and  impolitic  in 
the  Convention  to  continue  the  appointment. 

Also,  an  apology  was  made  for  Dr.  H.  W.  Buel,  his  substitute, 
that  he  had  been  absent  from  the  State  until  recently,  and  that  he 
received  the  notice  of  the  inability  of  Dr.  Ford  to  fulfill  the  appoint- 
ment, too  late  to  prepare  a  Dissertation  for  the  present  Convention. 

The  whole  matter  was  refeiTed  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

Dr.  Child,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Hartford  County  Sanitary 
Reports,  reported,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  sanitary 
investigations  and  reports  should  receive  more  general  attention  from 
members  of  our  profession,  and  recommended  that  the  Secretary  oif 
the  State  Soctety  be  requested  to  publish  with  its  proceedings  so 
much  of  the  reports  laid  before  this  Convention  as  he  may  deem 
proper. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  committee  discharged. 

Dr.  Crary  then  offered  the  following  resolution  which  was  unan- 
imously adopted. 

Eesolvedy  That  in  the  death  of  Mtron  W.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  of 
Hartford,  the  Society  as  well  as  the  medical  profession  have  lost  a 
worthy  and  useful  member. 

Dr.  Hunt,  from  the  Standing  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  for 
the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  made  a  report,  which  was 
read  by  the  Secretary,  and  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  from  the  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees 
and  Honorary  Members,  and  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
Dr.  Jewett  in  relation  to  the  qualifications  which  should  be  deemed 
essential  in  the  person  to  be  recommended  by  this  Society  for  said 
Honorary  Degree,  reported, 

That  they  approved  of  the  resolution  and  recommended  its  adop- 
tion by  the  Convention,  and  that  hereafter  no  person  be  recommended 
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for  said  distinguished  honor,  except  after  having  been  a  practitioiier 
for  at  least  twenty-five  years,  and  that  said  degree  shall  be  conferred 
solely  on  the  ground  of  distinguished  merit  and  the  honorable  repu- 
tation of  the  individual,  and  only  one  in  any  year  from  the  State. 

The  Committee  further  reported  the  names  of  Dr.  John  Atwood 
Tomlinson,  of  Harrodsburg,  Kentucky,  and  Dr.  Oilman  Kimball, 
of  Lowell,  Mass.,  and  also.  Dr.  Chester  Hamlin,  of  Granby,  Conn., 
for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine ;  also  of  Dr.  Foster 
Hooper,  of  Fall  River,  for  Honorary  Membership. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted  and  the  committee  dis- 
charged. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  gentlemen  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  and  they  were  unanimously  elected,  as 
follows,  VIZ,: 

,  Drs.  Tomlinson,  Kimball,  and  Hamlin,  to  be  recommended  by  the 
Convention  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  College,  for  the 
Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  Dr.  Foster  Hooper 
an  Honorary  Member  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Dean  offered  an  obituary  notice  of  the  late  Dr.  Rosweil 
Brokson,  of  New  Haven  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  New 
Haven  County  Medical  Society  for  their  action  at  flie  next  annual 
meeting. 

Dr.  Crary,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  Dr.  Hunt's 
resolution  in  reference  to  collecting  statistics  of  the  number  of  the 
insane  and  deaf  and  dumb,  reported  the  following  resolution : 

w 

Hesolvedy  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  this  Society 
to  petition  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  now  in  session,  to  appoint 
one  person  in  every  town  to  collect  statistics  of  Hig  insane  and  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  throughout  the  State,  and  make  report  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  accepted  and  resolution  adopted. 

Dr.  Jewett,  from  the  Committee  to  report  the  names  of  Dissertators 
for  the  next  Convention,  reported  the  names  of  the  following  gen- 
tlemen, viz, : 

Benjamin  D.  Dean,  M.  D.,  of  Norwich,  for  Dissertator,  and  Henry 
W.  Bucl,  M.  D.,  of  Litchfield,  as  substitute. 

Report  accepted  and  the  gentlemen  were  severally  appointed  as 
recommended. 

Dr.  Salisbury,  from  the  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students,  reported 
that  the  following  gentlemen  had  been  elected  by  the  county  meet- 
ings holden  in  their  respective  counties,  viz, : 
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Hartford  county,  Stephen  E.  Fuller, 

New  Haven  county,  William  C.  Miner, 

Middlesex  county,  Hamilton  J.  Lee, 

New  London  county,  William  S.  C,  Perkins, 

Fairfield  county,  George  W.  Burtch. 

That  the  counties  of  Windham,  Litchfield,  and  Tolland,  have 
selected  no  gratuitous  students  and  are  therefore  vacant ;  but  that  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  there  are  no  applicants  who  would  fill 
the  vacancies  creditably  to  the  profession  and  the  society,  and  they 
therefore  have  made  no  recommendation  of  candidates  for  said 
vacancies. 

The  committee  further  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  following  alteration  in  the  Charter 
of  the  Society,  in  the  words  following : 

"  Provided  also,  that  no  student  shall  be  recommended  as  aforesaid, 
unless  he  shall  have  previously  attended  one  course  of  Lectures  in 
the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College." 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted  in  part,  and  the  resolu- 
tion providing  for  the  proposed  alteration  of  charter,  was  recommitted 
to  the  committee  for  further  consideration  in  reference  to  dispensing 
with  gratuitous  students  altogether. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  the  New 
Haven  Medical  Association,  the  New  Haven  County  Society,  and 
the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society,  asking  the  attention  of  the 
Convention  to  the  importance  of  a  system  of  Meteorological  Observa- 
tions in  this  State,  through  Drs.  Craiy  and  White,  made  the  following 
report: 

That  this  Convention  consider  it  highly  desirable  that  a  system  of 
Meteorological  Observations  be  conducted  in  each  county  in  the 
State  according  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Smithsonian  Institute, 
and  adopted  by  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Ohio,  and  Missouri. 

Resolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  this  subject 
to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  and  secure,  if  prac- 
ticable, suitable  legislation  on  this  subject. 

Report  of  the  committee  accepted,  resolution  adopted,  and  com- 
mittee discharged. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  8  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning  in  the  Hospital. 
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Nbw  JHIavin  ffospitaly  8^  oVbei,  A.  Jf. 

The  GonTention  was  called  to  order  by  the  PreBident. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  further  consideratioa  of 
the  proposed  alteration  in  the  Charter  of  the  Ck>nnecticut  Medical 
Society  in  its  connection  with  Yale  College,  made  a  further  report, 
which,  after  discussion,  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  alteration  pro- 
posed in  their  report,  requiring  a  previous  attendance  upon  one  course 
of  Lectures  at  Yale  College  as  indispensable  to  an  election  or  ap- 
pointment to  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures  at  Yale  College. 

Prof.  Charles  Hooker,  of  New  Haven,  Dr.  J.  G.  Beckwith,  of 
Litchfield,  Dr.  J.  H.  Hoyt,  of  Greenwich,  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  procure  such  an  alteration  of  Charter  from  the  Legislature,  as 
would  conform  to  the  views  of  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Charles  Woodward  offered  the  following  resolution  in  reference 
to  the  postponement  of  the  time  for  holding  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Medical  Association. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  respectfully  recommend  to  the 
American  Medical  Association  to  change  the  regulation  for  the  time 
of  holding  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Association  so  that  meetings 
in  the  northern  cities  may  be  held  at  a  later  season  of  the  year. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

The  committee  appointed  to  present  the  memorial  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Medical  Society  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  and  ask  for  an 
appropriation  for  the  establishment  of  Meteorological  Observations 
in  this  State,  were  Dr.  Moses  C.  White,  New  Haven,  Dr.  J.  G. 
Beckwith,  of  Litchfield,  and  Dr.  S.  G.  Hubbard,  of  New  Haven. 

The  committee  appointed  to  nominate  Delegates  to  the  National 
Convention,  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May, 
1857,  reported  the  following  names :  P.  G.  Rockwell,  of  Waterbury, 
Seth  L.  Child,  of  East  Hartford,  David  S.  Burr,  of  Westport,  Nor- 
man Brigham,  of  Mansfield. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  delegates  were  appointed,  and 
the  committee  discharged. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

JResohedf  That  a  committee  of  one  from  a  county  be  appointed  as 
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Delegates  to  the  Masaachmettfl  Medical  Society  at  their  next  annual 
Convention. 

The  foUowing^entlemen  were  appointed,  viz. : 

Hartford  county,  Seth  L.  Child, 

New  Haven  county,  P.  A.  Jewett, 

New  London  county,  Aufitin  F.  Perkins, 

Windham  county,  .  James  B.  Whitoomb, 

Fairfield  county,  Lewis  Kichards, 

Litchfield  county,  J.  G.  Beckwith, 

Middlesex  county,  Lra  Hutchinson, 

Tolland  county,  F.  L.  Dickinson. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Dean, 

^Betolvedf  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fi%  cents  be  levied  on 
each  member  of  this  society,  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  made  payable 
on  the  Ist  day  of  June  next. 

Resolution  passed,  and  the  tax  laid. 

Besolvedy  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  Dr. 
William  H.  Cogswell,  for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  in 
which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  President  of  this  Society  for 
the  last  two  years. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

Besolvedy  That  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  cor- 
dially tendered  to  the  members  of  the  New  Haven  City  Medical 
Association  for  their  kind  attention  and  generous  hospitality  to  the 
members  of  this  Convention  during  its  present  session. 

The  Committee  on  Debentures  made  a  report,  which  was  accepted 
and  ordered  to  be  paid. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  then  adjourned,  $in$  die. 

Attest, 

JOSI^  6.  BECKWITH,  Secretary. 
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HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


JAMES  JACKSON, 
*JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN,    . 
♦THEODORE  ROMEYN  BECK, 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD,  . 
JOHN  DELAMATER,  . 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
WALTER  CHANNING, 
HENRY  MITCHELL, 
NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY, 
WILLIAM  TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT,    . 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS, 
WILLARD  PARKER, 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR, 
ALDEN  MARCH, 
CHARLES  A.  LEE, 
DAVID  S.  C.  H.  SMITH, 
HENRY  D.  BULKLEY,      . 
J.  MARION  SYMS, 
JOHN  WATSON,     . 
FRANK  H.  HAMILTON, 
ROBERT  WATTS, 
J.  V.  C.  SMITH, 
O.  WENDELL  HOLMES,  . 
JOSEPH  SARGENT,    . 
MASON  F.  COGSWELL,   . 
FOSTER  HOOPER,      . 


Boston,  Ma88. 
Boston,  Moss. 
New  Haven. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Nar  York. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Norwich,  N.  Y. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
New  York. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Springfield,  Mass. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
St.  Loais,  Mo. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Deerficld,  Mass. 
New  York. 
U.  S.  Navj. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
New  York. 
Montgomery,  Ala. 
New  York. 
Geneva,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Fall  River,  Mass. 


ORDINARY  MEMBERS. 


The  names  of  those  Members  who  are  exempt  from  taxation  hy  age^  are  in 
italics ;  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  Presidents  of  (he  Society,  are  in 
capitals. 


HABTVOBD    OOUHTT. 


JOSEPH  OLMSTED,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
William  R.  BsowiniLLy  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


HABtroKD,  Henrj  Holmes,  Samuel  B. 
Bereiford,  George  B.  Hawley^Qnrdon 
W.  RoMell,  David  Craiy,  P.  W.  Ella- 
worth,  Benjamin  Boaer»,  E.  K.  Hont, 
John  S.  Batlcr,  J.  C.  Jackson,  A.  W. 
Barrows,  Thomas  Miner,  JET.  GridUtf, 
WUliam  Porter,  John  F.  Wells,  Wil- 
liam R.  Brownell,  P.  M.  Hastings, 
S.  C.  Preston,  J.  8.  Curtis,  Edward 
Brinley,  Stephen  H.  Fuller. 

Atok,  Alfred  Kellogg. 

Bbrlik,  E.  Brandagee,  Jr. 

New  Bbitaik,  Samuel  Hart,  Roswell 
Hawley,  E.  D.  Babcock,  B.  N.  Com- 
ings, S.  W.  Hart. 

Blooxfibld,  Hennr  Gray. 

Bbistol,  Joseph  W.  Camp,  John  S. 
Moody,  Lomis  North. 

BuBLixoTOK,  William  Elton,  2d. 

CAinoVfOollinsville,  Russell  H.  Tiffany. 

East  Habtvobd,  Setii  L.  Child,  Clar- 
ence M.  Brownell. 

East  Wivdsob,  Hiram  Watson. 

Broad  Brook,  Marcus  L.  Fisk. 

Wardiouse  Point,  Joseph  Olmstead. 

Ekfibld,  J.  P.  Conyorse,  A.  L.  Spald- 
ing, H.  A.  Ghnmt. 

Thompsonville,  J.  Bailey  Beach,  L.  S. 
Pease. 

Fabxinoton,  Asahel  Thompson. 

PUUwnUe,  O.  A.  Moody. 


UniomnlU,  William  H.  Sage. 

Glastbvbubt,  Clinton  Bunce. 

South   GloMtenbwry,  C.   E.    Hammond, 

Luman  J.  Anmiis,  Henry  Gilbert. 
EasAury,  Sabin  Stocking. 
Gbanbt,  JosqA  F,  Jewett. 
East  Granby,  Chester  Hamlin. 
West  Grasif,  Justus  D.  Wilooz. 
North  Granby,  Francis  F.  Allen. 
BfABCHBSTBB,   W.  C.  WUlisms,  W. 

Scott. 
RoGKT  Hill,  5y/oeiter  BuUdey,  R.  W. 

GMswold. 
SiMSBUBT,  Roderick  A.  White. 
Tanffville,  Georee  W.  Sanford. 
SouTHiKOTOK,  Julius  S.  Bsmes,  N.  H. 

Byington,  F.  A.  Hart. 
South  Wikdsob,  Horace  C.  Gillette, 

H.  Goodrich. 
East  Windsor  Hill,  Wm.  Wood,  Sidney 

Rockwell. 
SuTFiBLD,  S.  B.  Low,  Aretus  Rising. 
West  SuffiM,  O.  W.  KelW. 
Wbthbbsfibld,  B.  F.  Cooke,  A.  S. 

Warner,  R.  Fox. 
Wbbt  Habtfobd,  Edward  Brace. 
W1ND8OB,  WUliam  S.  Pierson,  A.  Mor- 
rison, Samuel  A.  Wilson. 
Windsor  Locks,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 
Poquonoek,  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 
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»BW    HAYBN    GOUHTT. 

L.  N.  BEABDSLEY,  M.  D.,  Cbaimuui. 
JoHX  NicoLL,  M.  D.,  Cleik. 


New  Hjlteh,  Eli  Ires,  T.  P.  Been, 
Jonathan  KnigfUf  isxmutl  Pundfrson, 
(JaUb  H,  Austin,  A.  8.  Mannon,  '-Chas. 
Hooker,  Nathan  B.  Ives,  E.  H.  Bish- 
op, E.  D.  North,  J.  A.  Totten,  Levi 
Ives,  Pliny  A.  Jewett,  D.  L.  Dag- 
pctt,  George  O.  Sumner,  D.  A.  Tyler, 
Henry  Bronson,  E.  A.  Park,  S.  6. 
Hubbard,  W.  J.  Whiting,  H.  W.  E. 
Mathews,  C.  A.  Lindsley,  Worthing- 
ton  Hooker,  T.  P.  Beers,  Jr.,  Charles 
Byington,  N.  W.  Taylor,  Samuel 
Lloyd,  H.  L.  Fitch,  Thomas  H. 
Totten,  J.  K.  Downs,  John  Nicoll, 
Moses  C.  White,  Leonard  J.  Sanford, 
C.  L.  Ives,  Hobart  Keese. 

Fair  Haven,  C.  S.  Thompson,  W.  M. 
White,  LofTuan  Parker,  J.  H.  Beecher. 

Bbtuaky,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Brakfosd,  WiUoughhy  L.  Lay,  Jacob 
O.  Loomis. 

North  Brj^jcford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 

Cheshire,  A.  J.  Driggs,  Harvey  B. 
Way,  Noah  B.  Welton. 

Derby,  Aixsonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 

Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsley,  T. 
Dutton. 


HucDEv,  E.  D.  Swift. 
Humphreysville,    Sheldon    C.  Johnson, 

Joshua  Kendall,  Thomas  Stoddaid. 
East  Haten,  Bda  Famham, 
Xorth  Hcu-en,  Boswell  F.  Stillman. 
Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,  AJvan  Tal- 

cott. 
MjLDisOK,  Reynold  Wdb,  D.  M.  Webb. 
Meridek,  Lewis  Barnes. 
West  Meriden,  B.  H.  CATLIN,  Edward 

W.  Hatch. 
Yalesville,  C.  B.  McCarty. 
MiLFORD,  Hull  Allen,  L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Naugjltuck,  J.  D.  Mears,  Henry  Pier- 

pont. 
SouTHBURY,  A.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Wallingford,  Nehemiah  Banks,  Sam- 
uel N.  Rowell. 
Watbrbury,   3/.    C.  Leavenvporth,  G. 

L.   Piatt,  John  Deacon,  George  E. 

Perkins,    M.    H.    Perkins,    Stuiges 

Bulkley,  P.   G.   Rockwell,  Thomas 

Dougherty. 
WooDBRiDOB,  Isaac  Goodsdl,  Andrew 

Castle. 


new     LONDON    county. 


M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Benjamin  D.  Dean,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Perkins,  James  Morgan, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  William  W.  Miner, 
Seth  Smith,  D.  P.  Francis,  Albert 
Uobron,  Robert  A.  Man  waring. 

NoBWiOH,  Richard  P,  Tracy,  TCrasius 
Osgood,  Elijah  Dyer,  Elisha  Phinncy, 
John  I).  Ford,  Edwin  Bentley,  Ben- 
jamin D.  Dean,  John  P.  Fuller,  Alon- 
zo  Fuller,  Horace  Thurston,  Henry 
W.  Leach,  Daniel  G.  Gulliver,  A.  B. 
Hailo. 

BozRAH,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezehiel  W,  Parsons,  Fred- 
erick Morgan,  Mclancton  Storrs. 

East  Lymb,  Jo)m  L.  Smith,  Austin  F. 
Perkins. 

Fbakklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 


Griswold,  Jeioett  City,  William  Soule. 

Groton,  Joseph  Durfey. 

Noank,  A.  T.  Douglass. 

Lebanon,  Joseph   Comstock,  Ralph   P. 

Greene. 
Lbdyard,  Gale's  Ferry,  Rufus  W.  Math- 

ewson. 
Lyme,  Richard  Noyes. 
North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 
MoNTViLLE,  John  C.  Bolles. 
Uncasville,  Samuel  E.  Maynard. 
Preston,  Eleaxer  B.  Downing. 
Salem,  Nathaniel  Foote. 
Stoninoton,  William  Hyde,  George  E. 

Palmer,  William  Hyde,  Jr. 
Mustic,  Mason  Manning. 
Alystic   Bridge,  E.   F.   Coats,    A.   W. 

Coats. 
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FAIBFIELD    COUNTY.* 


M.  D.,  Chaiimaii. 


Justus  Sheswooj>,  Clerk. 


FutRviBLD,  S.  P.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 

Grea\fidd,  Rufus  Blakeman. 

Soutkport,  Justus  Sherwood. 

BsiDOEPORT,  D.  H.  Nash,  Frederick 
J.  Judson,  L.  W.  Burritt,  William  B. 
Nash,  Robert  Hubbard,  H.  K.  Ben- 
nett, L.  F.  Humiston. 

Bbookfibld,  Noah  A.  Lacey,  A.  L. 
Williams. 

Danbubt,  R,  B.  Bots/ord,  E.  P.  Ben- 
nett. 

Eastob,  James  Baldwin,  Abram  P. 
Ticknor. 


HuKTiNGTON ,  Jomes  H,  Shdton, 

MoNBOE,  Salmon  H.  Hall. 

New  Canaan,  Samuel  S.  Noyea,  Lewis 
Richards. 

NoBWALK,  Jchn  A.  McLean,  Ira  Qmg- 
ory. 

Stamfobd,  N.  D.  Haight,  Samnel 
Sands,  Lewis  Hnrlburt. 

Stbatfobd,  WiUiam  T,  Shdton, 

TRVMBVj.h,ELIJA.H  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  George  Dyer. 

Westpobt,  George  Blackman,  Darid 
S.  Burr. 


WINDHAM    COUNTY. 

LEWIS  WILLIAMS,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Jakes  B.  Whitgomb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Bbookltn,  James  B.  Whitcomb,  Wil- 
liam Woodbridge. 

AsHFOBD,  John  H.  Simmons. 

Cantbbbuby,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Joseph 
Palmer. 

Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes. 

EiLLiNOLT,  DaysmUe,  Justin  Ham- 
mond. 

South  Killingly,  Daniel  A.  Hovey. 

East  KUlingly,  E.  £.  Hill. 

West  KiUingly,  David  E.  HaU,  Samnel 
Hutchins,  Stephen  C.  Griggs. 

Pytnam,  Henry  W.  Hough,  Thomas  W. 
Perry.  

Plainfield,  WM.  H.  COGSWELL. 


Moosup,  Morey  Burgess,  Lewis  E.  Dixon, 

Frank  Burgess. 
Plainfield  Center,  Charles  H.  Ro^rs. 
Pomfbet,  Hiram  Holt,  Lewis  Williams. 
Steblino,  William  A.  Lewis,  Nathan 

S.  Pike. 
Thompson,   Lowell   Holbrook,   John 

McGregor. 
VoLUNTOWN,  Harvey  CamMl. 
Windham,  Chester  Hunt,De  Witt  C 

Lathrop. 
WiUimantic,  John  Hill,  Jr. 
Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromlev. 
Woodstock,  North,  Asa  Witter. 
South  Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Marcy, 
West  Woodstock,  Milton  Bradford. 


LITCHFIELD     COUNTT. 

WILLIAM  WOODRUFF,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Henby  W.  Buell,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


LiTCRFiBLD,  Josiah  G.  Beckwith,  Geo. 

Seymour,  D.  £.  Bostwlck,  E.  Osbom, 

H.  W.  Bucl. 
South  Farms,  Garry  H.  Miner,  George 

Adams. 


Canaan,  I&amar   H.  Smith,  A.  A. 

Wright. 
South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 
CoBNWALL,  Burritt  B.  North. 
Wea  Cornwall,  Samud  W,  Gold, 


«  No  xttiuns  flrom  tlw  Okdc  of  lUxfldd  oonatj— ^  Insixt  the  lut  jmx  xttoni. 
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CoLBBROOK,  Seth  Pease. 
Gayhrd's  Bndgef  Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 
GosHEK,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
Hakwintow,  V.  Miller,  G.  B.  Miller. 
Kekt,  Wells  Bearddof. 
New  Milford,  JAid  WtUiamg, 
BridgeuxUer,  Horace  Jadson. 
Norfolk  William  W.  Welch,  John  H. 

Welch. 
Plymouth,  Samael  T.  Salisbary. 
Plymouth  Hollow,  WiUiam  Woodruff. 
BoxBURT,  Myion  Downs. 
Salisbury,  Pedis  Villy^,  C.  B.  Maltbie. 
Laketmlle,  Beiyamin  Weldi,  Wm.  M. 

Knight. 


Nbw  Habtvord,  South,  A.  £.  Barber. 

SHiRON,  Ralph  Deming,  Chaoncey 
Reed. 

ToRRi)70TON,  WoleottinUe,Era8tiis  Ban- 
croft, J.  W.  Phelps. 

Warrew,  Jno.  B.  Derickson. 

WoodviUe,  Manley  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Edward 
P.  Lfyman. 

WiNGHBBTER,  West  Wintttd,  James 
Welch,  J.  W.  Bidwell. 

Woodbury,  Charles  H.  Webb. 


ICIDDLBBBZ    COUNTY. 

ASA  H.  KING,  M.  D.,  Churman. 
Elisha  B.  Nye,  M.  D.,  Cleik. 


MiDDLBTOWN^oseph  Barrett,  Charles 
Woodward,  William  B.  Casey,  David 
Harrison,  Elisha  B.  Nye,  George  W. 
Burke,  Miner  C.  Hazen. 

Chatham,  East  Hampton,  Francis  G. 
Edgerton. 

MidMs  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worthington. 

Chbstbr,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Demson  H.  Hubbard. 

Cromwell,  Ira  Hutchinson. 

Durham,  BcmjaminM.  Fowler. 


East  Habdam,  Asa  M.  Holt,  Datus 

Williams. 
Haddam,  Edwin  Bidwell. 
Higganum,  William  H.  Tremaine. 
Portland,  Geoige  O.  Jarris,  G.  C.  H. 

Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Deep  Biver,  Rufus  Baker. 
Old  Saybrook,  Essex,  Alexander  H. 

Hough,  Frederick  W.  Shepard. 


TOLLAND    county. 


F.  L.  DICKINSON,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,  Oliver  K.  Isham,  Gilbert  H. 

Preston. 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
Coventry,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt, 
So.  Coventry,  T.  Dimock,  H.  S.  Dean. 
Ellington,  Horatio  Dow. 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin 

C.  White. 
Mansfield,  North,  Norman  Brigham, 

W.  H.  Richardson. 
Ea^eville,  Edwin  G.  Snmner. 


South  Mansfidd,  Earl  Swift, 

SoMERB,  Orson  Wood,  Erasmus  £.  Ham- 
ilton. 

Stafford,  East,  Willism  N.  Claik, 
Eleazer  S.  Beebe. 

Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 

Union,  E.  Linsley. 

Vernon,  John  B.  Lewis. 

Rochnlle,  Alden  Skinner. 

WiLLiNGTON,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 

StajffbrdviUe,  Stephen  F.  Pomeroy. 
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SUMMABT    OF   ORDINABT   MEMBERS   FOB   1856,   WITH    THE 
DEATHS  IN  THE  TEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1,  1856. 

TazAble.       Not  Taxable.        Total.  Deatiu. 


Hartford  Coontj, 

78 

6 

84 

1 

New  Haven  County, 

70 

11 

81 

2 

New  London  Conntj, 

35 

12 

47 

0 

Fairfield  County, 

21 

7 

28 

0 

Windham  County, 

29 

5 

34 

0 

Litchfield  Connty, 

36 

6 

42 

2 

Middlesex  County, 

22 

1 

28 

0 

Tolland  Connty, 

20 

5 

25 

2 

Total,  311  53  364  7 

NoTS.  Former  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  are  pennanent 
members  of  the  annual  Convention,  having  the  privilege  of  attending  all  meetings, 
and  performing  all  the  duties  of  attending  members,  except  that  of  casting  their 
votes.  And  all  members  of  the  Society  are  invited,  by  the  By-Laws,  to  be  pres- 
ent at  all  meetings  of  the  Convention. 


DEATHS  OF  MEMBERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1, 1856. 

WITH  THE  AGS  AJfD  DISEASE  80  FAB  AS  ASOBBTAimBD. 

Hartford  County.    Myron  W.  Wilson,  aged  37.    Typhoid  Fever. 

New  Haven  County.  Abiram  Stoddard,  aged  79.  Old  Age.  Roswell  Broa- 
Bon,  aged  — .    Pneumonia. 

Litchfield  County.  Abel  Catlin,  aged  84.  An  Iigury  of  the  Spine.  E.  D. 
Huggins,  aged  about  30.    Typhoid  Fever. 

Tolland  County.    Abijah  Ladd,  aged  66.    Paralysis.    Alien  Hyde,  aged  82. 


DUTIES    OF   CLERKS. 

To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately 
after  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  the  Conyention. 

To  transmit  duplica^  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  neglect 
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To  retain  to  the  Treararer  the  names  of  delinquent  ICemben  of  the  Sodetj. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  da j  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  members  of  this  Society,  who  may 
hare  died  daring  the  year  preceding  the  Ist  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  seTeral 
Connty  Societies. 


RULES  OF  ORDER. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  the  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  Election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  Officers  for  ensning  year. 

6.  Unfinished  bosiness  of  preyioos  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  withont  debate,  of  Commnnications,  Resolyes,  &c., 

from  the  several  Counties,  and  Members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasnrer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  andit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Conmiittees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 
18.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  Gratuitous  Course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Memberships. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dlssertator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves,  &c. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  forward 

in  Convention. 
90.  Miscellaneous  business. 


DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Automnal  Bilious  Fever. 

1794.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 

1795.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  Different  Species  of  Ck>lic. 

1796.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
1796.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  CTuanche  Tonsillaris. 

1796.  Dr.  Lewis  Collins,  on  the  most  eligible  mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 
1796.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject 
1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 

1798.  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  "An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  D wight  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  Deleterious  Effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  TuUy,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1827.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  State. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop,  Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease. 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the  Disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 
1889.  Dn  Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental  Qualifications  necessary  to 
a  FbysidaQ. 
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1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner^  on  the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  effi- 

cient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Fincknej  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 

1844  Dr.  Worthington  Hookeri  on  the  Respect  due  to  the  Medical 
Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by  the 
Communitj. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laiyngismus  Stridulus* 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  £•  K.  Hunt,  <m  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organisa- 

tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  Disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  the  Early  Physicians  of  Connecticut. 
1853.  Dr.  Rufus  Blakeman,  Early  Physicians  of  Fairfield  County. 

1853.  Dr.  Samuel  Beach,  on  Popularizing  Medicine. 

1854.  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Casey,  on  Diseased  Cervix  Uteri. 

1855.  Dr.  Stephen   G.  Hubbard,  on  Begiatration,  aa  ihe  baais  of 

Sanitary  Reform. 


APPENDIX. 


The  Standing  Oammtttee  of  Examinatum  Report : 

The  Board  of  Ezaminen  conyened  on  Wednesday,  January  9, 1866. 
Present,  on  the  part  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society : 

T'Hlliam  H.  Cogswell,  M.  D.,  of  Plainfield,  President ;  Reynold  Webb, 
M.  D.,  of  Madison,  and  Benjamin  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  of  Meriden. 

And  on  the  part  of  Yale  College,  Professors  J.  Knight,  C.  Hooker,  H. 
Bronson,  W.  Hooker,  and  B.  Silliman,  Jr. 

After  the  organization  of  the  Board,  tJiirteen  candidates  read  Dissertations, 
and  after  examination,  were  recommended  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in 
Medicine,  viz,: 

1.  Leonard  Woolsey  Bacon,  B.  A.,  1850^  New  HaTen,  Dissertation ;  a 
Beyiew  of  *'  A  Monograph  on  Mental  Unsoundness,  by  Francis  Wharton.'* 

2.  William  Bissell,  B.  A.,  1853,  Utchfield,  on  "  Iritis." 
S.  George  Beriah  Bouton,  New  Hayen,  on  "  Abortion." 

4.  Oliyer  H.  Bronson,  Cheshire,  on  <*  Wounds  of  Arteries  with  Hem- 
orrhage." 

5.  Luther  Clark  Cox,  Easton,  Md.,  on  "  Anesthesis." 

6.  William  Doming,  Litchfield,  on  "  The  Functions  of  the  Liyer." 

7.  Henry  L.  Fitch,  New  Haven,  on  "  The  Diarrhea  of  Children." 

8.  Richard  Foot,  New  ELaven,  on  *^  Hydrocephalus." 

9.  Joseph  Shelton  French,  B.  A.,  1853,  Bridgeport,  on  "  Croup." 

10.  Elijah  Gregory,  Danbury,  on  *<  Scarlatina." 

11.  Cyrus  Brownlie  Newton,  Somers,  on  "  Concussioii  and  Compression." 

12.  Stephen  F.  Pomeroy,  South  Coventry,  on  "  Croup." 

13.  James  A.  Richards,  B.  A.,  Amherst,  New  Haven,  **  Vegetable  and 
Animal  Respiradon,  with  Valedictory  Address." 

One  License  only  was  granted  by  the  President  of  the  Connecticut  Med- 
ical Society,  and  that  was  to  William  Camp,  of  Newtown,  whose  Diisertar 
lion  was  on  ''  Inflammation." 

John  D.  Ford,  M.  D.,  of  Norwich,  and  William  W.  Welch,  M.  D.,  of 
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NodbOc,  were  appointed  to  give  llie  Anniiai  Addrewce  to  llie  candwlatei  in 
1856  and  1857. 

The  Board  then  adjoorned  to  meek  on  Tnesdaj,  Jnlj  296,  1856,  fir  a 
tend-annnal  examination. 

And  yonr  committee  would  forther  report : 

That  the  Conmiencement  Ezercises  which  came  off  in  the  Medical  Col- 
lege on  the  eyening  of  the  10th,  were  of  mach  interest,  and  were  attended 
hy  a  lai^  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

The  Yaledictoiy  Address  was  given  by  Dr.  James  A.  Richards,  of  the 
Graduating  Class,  which  was  creditable  to  the  author ;  and  the  Annual  Ad- 
dress to  the  Candidates,  hj  Benjamin  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  of  Meiiden,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Societj,  and  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Examiners,  which  was  particularly  able  and  appropriate ;  after  which 
the  Degrees  were  conferred  by  President  Woolsey,  of  Yale  CoU^e. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  H.  COGSWELL,  Chairfnan. 


REPORT   OF   STANDING   COMMITTEE   ON   NOMINATING 

PROFESSORS. 

To  the  FeUcwt  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society ^  in  Convention  at 

New  Saveny  May  28<A,  1856. 

Thx  Committee  of  this  Society  appointed  to  nominato,  on  its  part "  Pro- 
fessors in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,"  respectfully  report : 

That  on  the  resignation  of  Prof.  T.  P.  Beers,  they  were  summoned  by 
the  President  to  meet  a  committee  of  the  College  Corporation,  to  name  a 
successor. 

The  committee  of  the  Corporation  present,  consisted  of  the  Rev.  Jere- 
miah Day,  D.  D.,  Prof  B.  Silliman,  Senior,  and  Hon.  Henry  Dutton ;  and 
from  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  Drs.  W.  C.  Williams,  David  Harri- 
son, and  E.  K.  Hunt 

The  letter  from  Prof.  Bbebs  announcing  his  resignation  having  been  read, 
it  was  voted  unanimously,  that  the  name  of  Flint  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  of 
New  Haven,  be  presented  to  the  Corporation  for  their  appointment  to  the 
vacant  Professorship. 

B.  SILLIMAN,  Chaxnnan, 

E.  E.  Hunt,  Secretary. 

New  Haven,  April  16, 1856. 


Siagrajjiral  SbtrJ  of  gr»  Mibtm, 


The  following  remarks  haye  been  extracted  from  a  Memoir  of  the  late 
Mtson  W.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  read  before  the  Hartford  Medical  Society 
by  Dr.  S.  B.  Beresford,  Jannary  7th,  1856. 

Dr.  Mtron  W.  Wilson,  second  son  of  John  W.  and  Elizabeth  Wilson, 
was  bom  on  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  at  Watervliet,  Albanj  Gonntj,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  where  his  earliest  childhood  was  passed.  The  fmalj 
remoTing  to  Schenectady,  in  the  same  State,  he  was  placed  at  the  Albany 
Academy,  and  there  obtained  his  classical  and  general  education. 

Selecting  the  profession  of  Medicine,  he  commenced  its  study  at  the  age 
of  nineteen,  with  Dr.  J.  H.  Case,  of  Albany  county,  remaining  with  that 
gentleman  one  year,  and  passing  the  following  in  the  office  of  Dr.  W.  N. 
Duane,  of  Schenectady.  In  the  winter  of  1839  and  1840,  he  attended  the 
course  of  lectures  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  Western 
New  York,  during  its  last  session ;  and  again  in  1840,  resumed  his  studies  at 
the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  graduating  there  at  the  close  of 
the  medical  term.  Immediately  afler  graduation,  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  resident  phyncian  to  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse  and  Hospital,  for 
a  year,  and  at  its  expiration  returned  to  Schenectady  and  commenced 
practice. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1845,  Dr.  Wilson  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Putnam,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  George  Sumner,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  continuing  the  pursuit  of  his  profession  at  Schenectady,  until  the 
winter  of  1847,  when  he  removed  to  Hartford. 

In  this  new  position,  his  capabilities  as  a  practitioner,  assisted  by  the  influ- 
ence of  Dr.  Sumner,  soon  procured  him  a  respectable  share  of  employment. 
His  business  gradually  augmenting,  was  afler  Dr.  Sumner's  decease,  further 
increased.  At  his  death  it  was  still  increasing ;  his  position  was  one  of  un- 
usual promise,  and  had  he  survived,  his  usefulness  would  probably  have  been 
observed,  not  alone  by  the  public,  but  by  the  profession,  of  which  he  was  an 
honorable,  efficient,  and  deserving  member. 

As  a  physician.  Dr.  Wilson  was  practical  and  well  informed.  With  excel- 
lent judgment,  and  a  mind  well  yersed  in  the  medical  literature  of  the  day, 
he  also  possessed  sound  discrimination,  the  result  of  an  experience  carefully 
gathered  and  remembered. 

To  the  kindest  sympathies,  were  likewise  added  energy  and  decision, 
important  qualifications  in  the  practicing  physician.  At  the  bed-side  of  the 
sick,  he  was  patient,  affectionate,  and  attentiye ;  soothing  the  timid,  assuring 
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the  weak  and  despondiDgi  and  Bmootibing  the  pillow  of  the  dying.  His 
remarks  were  appropriate  and  comforting,  his  practice  judicious,  and  whole 
demeanor  such  as  seldom  fiuled  to  secure  the  confidence  of  patients  and 
friends.  In  professional  intercourse,  the  doctor  was  frank,  maintaining  his 
own  views  with  firmness,  jet  ever  respectfully  considering  opposite  opinions ; 
and  never  neglecting  the  courtesy  and  forbearance,  so  essential  to  harmony 
and  good  feeling.  Scrupulously  observant  of  medical  etiquette,  none  prized 
it  higher,  or  felt  more  pained  at  any  violation  of  accustomed  rules  of  pro- 
priety. An  enemy  to  all  quackery,  fitshionable  or  vulgar,  open  or  disguised, 
he  has  left  behind  him  in  the  remembrance  of  his  fellow-practitioners,  an 
esteemed  and  unsullied  reputation. 

In  1855,  Dr.  Wilson  succeeded  the  late  Dr.  Sumner,  as  Physician  to  the 
Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  having  for  some  time  pre- 
viously been  associated  with  him  in  that  appointment. 

He  was  an  active,  enterprising  citizen,  an  affable,  pleasant  companion, 
and  a  sincere,  reliable  friend.  His  social  virtues  were  an  attractive  element 
in  his  character,  and  could  not  but  be  acknowledged  by  such  as  knew  him 
intimately. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  Dr. 
Wilson  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Registration ;  a  fiivor- 
ite  subject  with  him,  and  one  to  which  he  had  given  earnest  attention. 

With  strong  attaohment  to  his  profession,  was  also  conjoined  marked 
literary  taste;  and  in  1854,  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Conn.,  conferred  on 
hun  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 

Dr.  Wilson  was  a  sincere  though  unpretending  Christian.  His  piety 
unobtrusive,  was  yet  zealous  and  fervent  Devotedly  attached  to  the  doc- 
trines and  forms  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  he  never  ceased  to 
evince  the  warmest  interest  in  evexy  thing  pertaining  to  its  welfare ;  and 
had  he  lived,  his  energy  and  usefulness  would  have  been  widely  felt  in  every 
department  of  Christian  benevolence,  according  to  his  means  and  opportu- 
nities. 

An  extensive  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  who  loved  the  man  and 
respected  the  physician,  deeply  regret  the  early  removal  of  one  who  prom- 
ised so  fiivorably.  While  in  attendance  on  two  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  Dr. 
Wilson  was  unfortunately  seized  with  the  same  malady,  on  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1855.  The  disease,  from  its  invasion  severe,  soon  became  threaten- 
ing and  alarming;  and  notwithstanding  the  unceanng  watchfulness,  of 
anxious  attendant  physicians,  and  the  devoted  care  of  affectionate  relatives 
and  friends,  terminated  his  valuable  life,  on  the  evening  of  the  4  th  of  Octo- 
ber following. 

If  there  are  no  exciting  events  to  be  noticed  in  the  life  of  Dr.  Wilson,  the 
daily  record  of  that  life,  would  furnish  ample  proof  of  a  devotedness  to  his 
profession,  in  all  its  active,  untiring,  and  self-sacrificing  labors,  worthy  of  our 
best  imitation,  and  above  pnuse.  A  good  and  useful  man  in  his  generation, 
he  has  fiillen  at  an  early  age,  like  many  of  the  brethren  before  him,  in  the 
harness  of  duty.    *^ Requiescat in  pace" 
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HARTFORD,  BY  DR.  GURDON  W.  RUSSELL. 

In  oommon  with  other  parts  of  the  ooanty,  I  would  report  that  the  past 
year  has  been  one  of  great  health,  and  small  mortality.  The  amount  of 
sickness  in  the  town  was  leas  than  usual,  judging  from  my  own  observations 
and  those  of  others,  nor  did  the  cases  continue  as  long,  or  terminate  unfavor- 
ably as  frequently,  as  in  some  former  years. 

The  commencement  of  the  year  was  cold,  and  during  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary the  thermometer  sunk  frequently  below  zero,  on  one  occasion  as  low 
^  as  15^ ;  the  spring  months  were  cold  and  rainy,  and  pneumonic  complaintB 

prevailed  to  some  extent  June  and  July  were  hot  and  moist,  the  thermom- 
eter rising  on  one  occasion  to  98^  Farenheit  in  the  shade,  and  for  several 
days  in  succession  ranged  from  90 ""  to  95^.  The  heat  was  excessive  and 
prostrating,  the  atmosphere  the  latter  part  of  the  month  being  quite  sultry, 
so  that  many  prognosticated  an  unhealthy  season,  yet  I  find  in  minutes  made 
at  the  time,  **  that  there  has  been  but  little  sickness  during  this  month ;  that 
it  has  been  healthier  than  usual/'  The  latter  part  of  the  year  may  be  char- 
acterized as  warm  and  dry. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  previuling  during  the  year,  and  with  the 
exception  of  typhoid  fever,  a  less  amount  than  usual  of  diseases  of  the  zym- 
otic class;  this  fever  prevailed  mostly  during  the  last  six  months,  and  though 
it  was  not  extensive,  yet  was  far  beyond  what  we  are  accustomed  to  meet 
with  here.  The  mortality  was  small  compared  with  the  number  of  cases, 
being  I  think  but  nine  during  the  whole  year,  yet  often  the  symptoms  were 
severe.  I  made  frequent  inquiries  during  this  time  of  different  physicians, 
to  ascertain  if  this  was  an  epidemic  constitution  affecting  this  county,  or  this 
region,  and  could  not  ascertain  that  it  was  general  in  its  character ;  some 
replied  that  they  had  more,  and  some  less  than  usual,  whilst  with  others  a 
few  cases  had  occurred,  as  was  the  custom  every  year. 

There  was  certainly  less  of  diarrhea  and  kindred  diseases  of  the  bowels, 
than  usual,  and  the  cases  were  more  amenable  to  treatment,  requiring  gen- 
erally but  the  mildest  remedies. 

Drs.  Wells  and  Brownell,  a  committee  of  the  Hartford  Medical  Society, 
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Tep<»ted  to  that  body  that  the  deaths  of  the  city  for  the  year  1866,  wera 
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They  say  ^<  that  notwithstanding  the  constant  increase  of  our  population, 
the  number  of  deaths  is  less  than  in  any  one  of  the  preceding  five  years, 
with  the  exception  of  1853."  These  remarks,  though  made  with  reference 
to  the  city,  are  strictly  true  of  the  town  also. 

The  population  of  the  city  being  24,095,  and  the  deaths  280,  the  per 
centage  of  the  mortality  is  1.16. 

They  remark  that  **  in  presenting  this  report,  we  would  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Society  to  the  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
organs;  this  is  the  only  class  where  our  mortuary  record  is  not  less  than 
during  the  preceding  year.  Here  is  a  marked  increase,  it  being  72,  whilst 
in  1854  it  was  61. 

"  Although  the  whole  number  of  deaths  was  much  less  than  during  the 
previous  year,  yet  upon  examination  we  find  that  during  the  second  quarter, 
on  the  months  of  April,  May  and  June,  the  reverse  is  the  case,  and  here  as 
in  the  previous  exception,  the  difference  is  very  great,  the  number  being  62, 
whilst  during  the  previous  year  it  was  in  the  corresponding  months  but  41.** 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  uncommonly  cool  and  moist  spring,  with 
great  freshets,  numerous  and  long  continued,  the  Connecticut  river  being  on 
one  occasion  fourteen  feet  above  low  water  mark  in  June,  may  be  some  of 
the  causes  to  which  this  increased  mortality  is  owing ;  at  these  times  an 
easterly  or  north-easterly  wind  is  apt  to  prevail,  and  the  atmosphere,  chilly 
and  loaded  with  moisture,  is  exceedingly  uncomfortable  and  depressing.  It 
may  be  that  some  chronic  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  were  brought  to 
an  end  by  influences  of  this  character,  which  would  with  a  genial  air  and 
pleasant  sunshine  have  been  prolonged  into  the  summer  or  autumn  months. 

It  is  to  these  agencies,  or  those  of  a  similar  character,  that  we  must  look 
for  an  increase  or  decrease  in  this  class  of  diseases,  for  the  other  inducing 
agents  are  constantly  operating,  and  are  supposed  to  be  the  same  from  year 
to  year. 
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NEW  BRITAIN,  BY  DR.  B.  N.  COMINQS. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  returned  has  been  100.  From  varioui 
sources  I  have  been  able  to  learn  the  causes  of  death  in  66  cases,  as  follows : 
Congestion  of  the  Brain,  1 ;  Softening  of  the  Brain  from  blows,  2 ;  Maras- 
mus, 4;  Dropsy,  5;  Group,  2;  Erysipelas,  1;  Dysentery,  12;  Consump- 
tion, 11 ;  Fever,  Infantile,  2 ;  da  Scarlet,  S ;  do.  Typhoid,  2 ;  do.  Puerperal, 
1 ;  Cholera  Infantum,  8 ;  Pericarditis,  2 ;  Cancer,  3 ;  Old  Age,  4 ;  and  one 
each  from  Suicide,  Bronchial  Catarrh,  Pneumonia,  Apoplexy,  Inflammation, 
Asphyxia,  Grangrene,  and  Cyanosis. 

The  ages  of  the  100  persons  who  have  died  during  the  year  were  as 
follows: 

36,  (more  than  one-third)  one  year  and  under. 

14  over  one  year  and  under  six,  making  one-half  occurring  under  six 
years  of  age. 

The  average  age  of  all  who  have  died  is  19  years. 
"        «  "    48  Foreigners  is  10}  years. 

»«        »»  ««    52  Americans,     28      " 

Epidemics,  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn.  New  Britain  has  for  many 
years  been  more  or  less  subject  to  epidemic  diseases.  Its  location  is  perhaps 
remarkably  suited  to  those  diseases  which  have  their  origin  in  local  causes. 
The  present  site  was  originally  a  large  swamp  interspersed  with  gravel 
knolls  and  hills:  the  village  appears  from  either  of  the  hills  which  surround 
it,  to  be  spread  out  on  an  open  plain.  The  original  elevations  have  all  dis- 
appeared in  the  process  of  filling  up  the  swamp,  but  we  have  still  left  within 
the  limits  of  the  borough,  six  swamps  which  are  too  low  for  building  pux^ 
poses,  though  all  but  one  of  these  may  be  said  to  be  well  drained.  On  the 
east  side  of  the  village,  about  equally  distant  from  the  north  and  south  ex- 
tremity is  a  peat  swamp,  from  which  several  hundred  cords  of  peat  are 
annually  taken.  The  pits  from  which  this  is  removed  are  allowed  to  fill 
with  water,  and  the  air  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  is  oflen  sensibly 
affected  by  the  impurities  which  are  generated;  there  is  unmistakable  evi- 
dence that  the  north  and  north-west  winds  bear  from  its  sur&ce,  silently  and 
unobserved,  the  exciting  causes  of  epidemic  diseases. 

Dysentery,  During  the  months  of  August  and  September  there  were 
probably  not  less  than  150  cases  of  dysentery.  About  one  half  of  them 
occurred  in  a  small  neighborhood  south  and  south-east  of  this  peat  swamp. 
The  population  of  this  vicinity  is  probably  one-eighth  of  the  whole  village. 
Of  the  12  fatal  cases  of  dysentery  reported,  10  occurred  here.  The  causes 
of  disease  are  often  mysterious  and  unknown,  but  here  is  an  instance,  where 
the  existence  of  a  local  cause  is  too  apparent  to  admit  of  a  doubt,  and  where 
an  income  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  is  balanced  in  consequences,  by  a  much 
greater  expenditure  for  avddable  sickness,  and  by  the  loss  of  at  least  several 
valuable  lives. 

Erysipelas  prevailed  as  aa  epidemic  daring  the  month  of  Maich|  though 
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ool J  one  caie  prored  firfaL  In  eyery  instaDoe,  to  fiur  ai  I  am  infoimed,  the 
tnmefiictioii  commeiioed  on  tlie  note,  and  spread  more  or  leei  over  the  &oe 
aadicalp.  Nitrate  of  nlver  was  applied  to  arreit  the  dueaaeia  a  proportioa 
of  the  cases,  hat  withont  much  apparent  benefit  The  most  satisbctorj 
results  were  obtained  from  the  tincture  of  the  sesqni-chloride  of  iron,  in 
doies  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  drops  from  fimr  to  six  times  a  day.* 

Bevmif  of  Cau$e$  of  Death.  The  mortality  of  children  (36  per  cent) 
seems  Tery  laige  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  no  general 
tpidemic  has  preyailed  affecting  this  class  of  persons.  This  alarming  mor- 
tality may  in  part  be  aocoanted  for  by  the  habiti  of  life  adopted  by  our  for- 
eign population.  The  population  of  New  Britain  is  supposed  at  the  present 
time  to  be  about  4,000 ;  less  than  one-third  are  foreigners,  mosdy  Irish  and 
German ;  of  the  fifty  deaths  under  sLk  years  of  age,  thirtyHux,  or  two-thirds, 
were  foreigners ;  thus  the  proportion  of  deaths  among  the  children  of  for- 
eigners u  more  than  double  the  mortality  among  the  Americans.  The 
average  age  at  which  all  the  deaths  reported,  have  occurred,  is  nearly  three 
times  as  great  among  Americans  as  among  foreigners,  being  as  ten  to  twenty- 
eight 

How  shall  we  account  for  this  disproportionate  mortality  ?  In  New  Britain 
it  can  not  be  referred  to  location,  for  a  yery  large  proportion  of  the  foreign 
population  reside  on  *<  Dublin  Hill,''  to  the  north-west  of  the  village,  which 
would  seem  to  be  much  the  most  healthful  location  in  town :  the  cause  must 
be  sought  for  in  the  people.  A  majority  of  the  families  may  be  found  in 
small,  unventilated  rooms,  which  serve  the  various  purposes  of  cooking, 
sleeping,  &c.,  and  furnish  a  sty  for  the  pig,  and  a  roost  for  the  chickens. 
In  the  midst  of  all  this  filth  and  impure  sdr,  a  strong  susceptibility  to  disease 
is  soon  generated ;  the  children  are  imperfectly  clothed,  improperly  fed,  and 
miserably  cared  for  when  nek.  Notwithstanding  the  &ct  that  our  foreigners 
do  not  live  on  an  average  much  more  than  one-third  as  long  as  Americans,  it 
is  a  popular  opinion  that  they  are  more  healthy  and  vigorous  than  ourselves* 
This  opinion  is  often  advanced  as  a  supposed  &ct  to  prove  that  the  toughen- 
ing process  of  exposing  children  to  cold,  and  all  sorts  of  irregularities  of  life, 
is  &vorable  to  longevity.  On  the  contrary,  the  real  fiicts  show  us  that  the 
duration  of  life  is  in  proportion  to  the  fidelity  with  which  we  observe  the 
laws  of  health,  or  a  proper  regard  to  ventilation,  dress,  diet,  &c.,  and  it  is 
the  glory  of  our  profession  to  impart  to  the  public  that  knowledge  which 
should  enable  our  fellow-men  to  live  longer,  more  successfully,  and  more 
happily. 

*  The  use  of  this  agent  has  I  suppose  become  well  known  to  the  profession  in 
erysipelas,  bat  I  can  not  refrain  from  bearing  testimony  to  the  good  resnlts  which 
have  followed  its  exhibition  in  my  hands.    B. 
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THOMPSONVILLE,  BY  DR.  L.  S.  PEASE. 

This  Tillage  ii  nearly  comprised  in  the  limits  of  one-half  a  mile  square,  and 
numbers  twenty-three  hundred  inhabitants.  Its  topography  is  indicatiye  of 
health^lness.  Situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Connecticut,  from  its  shore 
the  land  gradually  rises  to  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  from  the  bed  of 
the  river.  Through  its  center,  over  a  rocky  and  precipitous  bottom,  runs  a 
snudl  stream,  which  is  accumulated  into  three  several  ponds,  furnishing  the 
water-power  requisite  for  manufacturing,  and  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view  is 
an  efficient  sewer.  The  inclination  of  the  surface  being  toward  the  Con* 
necticut,  and  from  either  side  toward  this  central  stream,  greatly  facilitates 
the  process  of  draining.  The  structure  of  the  soil  is  of  a  compact  homo- 
geneous nature,  or  red  stone  covered  with  sand,  through  which  water  easily 
percolates  and  flows  ofi*. 

The  surrounding  neighborhood  has  an  undulating  surface,  composed  of  a 
sandy  soil,  resting  on  beds  of  clay ;  no  marshy  lands  or  sources  of  malaria 
any  where  exist 

Thus  situated  on  an  eminence  which  overlooks  the  river,  surrounded  by 
no  hills  or  mountains,  all  the  currents  of  air  which  sweep  over  the  valley 
approach  it  unobstructed.  The  river  adds  its  influence  also,  mitigating  the 
intense  heat  of  summer.  The  water,  though  what  is  called  ^  hard,"  is  appa- 
rently as  pure  as  ever  burst  from  a  fountain. 

These  physical  causes  combine  to  exert  an  obvious  and  powerful  influence 
upon  the  general  health,  the  extent  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  estimate ;  and 
I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  so  far  as  natural  causes  operate  upon  the  physical 
frame,  there  is  not  a  more  healthy  and  salubrious  location  in  this  latitude. 
Hence  it  is  that  mahirial  diseases  are  entirely  unknown ;  epidemics  are  rare 
and  generally  of  short  duration :  typhoid  fevers  are  but  seldom  seen,  scarce 
avera^g  two  per  annum  in  this  entire  population. 

But  the  many  causes  which  operate  so  powerfully  upon  a  manufacturing 
population,  we  have  abundant  opportunity  and  occasion  to  witness.  I  will 
only  allude  to  the  most  obvious.  Our  population  of  twenty-three  hundred 
occupy  one  hundred  and  fifty  dwelling-houses,  which  are  divided  into  four 
hundred  tenements.  The  evil  of  crowding  numbers  into  small  unventilated 
apartments,  and  the  deleterious  efiects  of  inhaling  noxious  air,  are  more 
apparent  in  a  manufiicturing  population  than  elsewhere,  unless  we  except 
the  confines  of  a  city ;  here  the  evil  agents  are  operating  on  a  large  scale. 
If  we  consider  the  length  of  time  in  which  the  children  of  our  village  are 
immersed  in  an  atmosphere  not  only  positively  deleterious,  but  at  times 
absolutely  poisonous,  together  with  all  their  other  irregularities ;  if  we  follow 
them  from  their  homes  to  the  school,  where  I  have  seen  an  hundred  children 
crowded  into  a  single  room  not  twenty-five  feet  square,  compelled  to  breathe 
an  atmosphere  decidedly  impure ;  if  we  still  follow  them  at  the  age  of 
eleven  and  twelve,  from  the  school  to  the  workshop,  as  badly  if  not  worse 
ventilated,  and  find  them  compelled  to  labor  as  many  hours  as  the  adult,  we 
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can  only  wonder  that  the  result  is  not  inyaiiably  bodily  diseaae  or  mental 
imbecility ;  it  is  no  wonder  that  if  a  cold  is  to  be  had  that  they  are  the  first 
to  take  it,  or  that  if  influenza  prevails  they  are  the  first  to  haye  a  grippe. 
It  has  been  obvious  to  me,  that  all  the  epidemic  diseases,  especially  those 
incident  to  earlier  life,  have  the  virulence  of  their  contagion,  and  the  sever- 
ity of  their  symptoms  increased  by  these  causes.  I  can,  doubtless,  almost 
be  anticipated,  when  I  say  that  consumption  is  the  scourge  of  our  village ; 
one-quarter  of  the  entire  mortality  is  from  this  disease.  And  how  can  it  be 
otherwise  ?  What  is  a  favorable  soil,  or  genial  clime,  a  pure  atmosphere, 
or  a  cerulean  sky,  where  the  physical  frame  is  thus  overtaxed  with  labor,  and 
deprived  of  the  life-giving  influence  of  the  breath  of  heaven.  The  fiirmer 
or  the  horticulturist  can  not  more  assiduously  cultivate  his  seed  or  his  plant, 
to  ensure  an  abundant  harvest  or  a  luxuriant  growth,  than  are  the  seeds  of 
disease  thus  assiduously  nourished. 

The  causes  of  death  for  the  year  1855,  are  as  follows :  Dropsy,  2 ;  En- 
teritis, 2 ;  Influenza,  6  ;  Inflammation  of  Brain,  2 ;  Marasmus,  2 ;  Consump- 
tion, 6  ;  and  1  each  of  Croup,  Convulsions,  Cyanosis,  Old  Age,  and  Scar- 
latina. Total,  25.  Of  81  deaths  for  the  three  past  years,  21  were  from 
Consumption. 

ROCKY  HILL,  BY  DR.  R.  W.  GRISWOLD. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  during  the  year,  was  twenty,  returned  as 
follows :  Suicide,  1 ;  Sunstroke,  1 ;  Drowned,  1 ;  Insane,  1 ;  Inanition,  1 ; 
Unknown,  1 ;  Old  Age,  1 ;  Dropsy,  1 ;  Cancer,  1 ;  Disease  of  Heart,  1  ; 
Inflammation  of  Bowels,  1 ;  Kidney  and  Urinary  Passages,  1 ;  Typhus 
Fever,  1 ;  Pneumonia,  2 ;  Consumption,  5.  This  is  two  per  cent  of  the  pop- 
ulation.   In  1854  the  deaths  were  three  per  cent. 

As  regards  age,  two  were  under  1  year,  four  between  10  and  20,  (two  of 
which  were  the  cases  returned  as  ^  suicide,"  and  "  drowned,")  five  between 
20  and  40,  (one  of  which  was  returned  as  ^  sunstroke ;")  the  remaining  nine 
were  over  60  years  of  age ;  one  of  the  cases  of  Pneiunonia  supervened  upon 
Phthisis  of  long  standing.  Deducting  the  cases  of  accidental  death,  and 
considering  those  of  Consumption,  and  remarking  the  ages  of  those  deceased 
from  disease,  it  will  be  observed  that  we  have  a  very  ^  clean  bill  **  to  present. 
Although  we  had  about  the  usual  amount  of  sporadic  cases,  we  may  con- 
sider that  it  has  been  a  healthy  year,  inasmuch  as  we  had  no  epidemics  of 
any  description,  and  our  cases  of  continued  fever  were  generally  of  a  mild 
type. 

I  remark,  as  last  year,  the  comparative  prevalence  of  Phthisis  in  my 
locality ;  it  will  be  observed  that  of  the  causes  of  death  mentioned  above, 
from  actual  disease,  one-third  are  from  consumption.  No  remarks  are 
needed  upon  the  other  cases,  except  to  repeat  the  regret  I  expressed  last 
year,  that  the  deaths  are  not  always  as  accurately  returned  as  it  is  reasona- 
ble to  desire. 
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OBANBY,  BY  FRANCIS  T.  ALLEN. 

The  part  of  the  township  in  which  I  reside  is  free  from  stagnant  water,  or 
large  marshes,  consisting  of  rugged  hills  or  mountains,  and  sandy  plains, 
interspersed  with  rapid  streams  of  living  water. 

In  February  Scarlet  Fever  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  through  this  and 
several  adjoining  towns,  small  children  having  it  mildly,  whilst  those  from 
eleven  to  sixteen  were  more  severely  affected.  In  December  this  disease 
again  made  its  appearance,  but  was  mild  in  its  form. 

This  place  has  been  more  healthy  during  this  year  than  during  the  two 
preceding  ones,  while  just  across  the  line,  in  Massachusetts,  we  have  had 
more  fever  than  previously. 

The  Small-Pox  appeared  in  our  township  in  December,  but  did  not  come 
under  my  observation  until  this  year,  so  I  omit  further  mention  of  it  for  the 
present 

WETHERSFIELD,  BY  DR.  A.  S.  WARNER. 

A  remarkable  immunity  from  epidemic  or  other  diseases,  is  the  noticeabU 
feature  in  the  history  of  our  town  for  the  past  year.  The  whole  number  of 
deaths  was  34,  9  of  which  were  in  Newington,  and  8  were  in  the  Connecti- 
cut State  Prison.  Among  the  causes  of  death,  no  one  was  so  prevalent  as  to 
deserve  notice. 


^£t  ^^meiiHiij  t|c  Charter. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  ^  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Medical 

Institution  of  Yale  College." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Assembly,  convened: 

That  the  Act  entitled  *^  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Yale  College,"  be  and  hereby  is  altered  by  adding  to  the  third  section  of  said 
act  the  words  following. 

Provided  furthermore,  that  no  person  shall  be  recommended  as  aforesaid 
to  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  unless  such  person  shall  have  previously 
attended  one  course  of  lectures  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College. 

Approved,  June  29,  1856. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows,  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society,  was  held  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  May 
27, 1857. 

The  President  called  the  Convention  to  order,  when  the  certificates 
of  the  election  of  Fellows  were  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  referred 
to  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Hutchinson,  Gillette  and  Welch,  who 
reported  the  following  list  of 

FELLOWS. 

HARTFORD  COUNTY. 

J.  F.  Wells,  M.  D.,  Hartford.  R,  W.  Griswold,  M.  D.,  Rocky  Hill. 

R.  Fox,  M.  D.,  Wetherafield.  A.  MorrisoD,  M.  D.,  Windaor. 

H.  0.  Gillette,  M.  D.,  South  Windsor. 

NEW  HAVEN  COUNTY. 

N.  B.  Ives,  M.  D.,  New  Hayen.  John  NicoU,  M.  D.,  New  Haven. 

P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  New  Haven.  W.  L.  Laj,  M.  D.,  Branford. 

Andrew  Castle,  M.  D.,  Woodbridge. 

NEW  LONDON  COUNTY. 

Isaac  G.  Porter,  M.  D.,  New  London.*  Alonzo  Fuller,  M.  D.,  Greeneville. 
George  £.  Palmer,  M.  D.,  Stonington.  Melancthon  Storrs,  M.  D.,  Colchester. 
Benj.  D.  Dean,  M.  D.,  Greenville. 

WINDHAM  COUNTY. 

Hiram  Holt,  M.  D.,  Pomfret.  *Lewis  E.  Dixon,  M.  D.,  Moosup. 

Edwin  A  Hill,  M.  D.,  East  Killingly.    Thos.  W.  Perry,  M.  D.,  Putnam. 
John  Hill,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Willimantic. 

FAIRFIELD  COUNTY. 

*J.  McLean,  M.  D.,  Norwalk.  ^Rufus  Blakeman,  M.  D.,  Greenfield. 

Geo.  BUckman,  M.  D.,  Westport.  Geo.  Dyer,  M.  D.,  Trumbull. 

*MoBes  B.  Pardee,  M.  D.,  So.  Norwalk. 

^Absent. 


LITCHFIELD  COUNTY. 

H.  M.  Knight,  M.  D.,  Lakeyille.  D.  £.  Bostwick,  M.  D.,  Litchfield. 

Wm.  Deming,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Litchfield.      James  Welch,  M.  D.,  West  Winsted. 
Ralph  Deming,  M.  D.,  Sharon. 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

Ira  Hntchinson,  M.  D.,  CromwelL  *Q.  C.  H.  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Portland. 

Geo.  W.  Bnrke,  M.  D.,  lliddletown. 

TOLLAND  COUNTY. 

Alden  Skinner,  M.  D.,  Bockrille.  *S.  F.  Pomeiy,  M.  D.,  StaffordyiUe. 

*Henry  8.  Dean,  M.  D.,  So.  CoTentry. 

Communications  were  then  read  from  the  Hartford  Hospital  Sod- 
etj,  inviting  the  Convention  to  witness  the  laying  of  the  comer  stone 
of  the  new  Hospital,  in  said  city,  at  four  o'clock,  P,  IL,  this  dayi  and 
also  from  the  Hartford  City  Medical  Society,  inviting  the  Conven- 
tion to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Society  at  half  past  seven  o'clock,  thb 
evening,  which  were  read  and  accepted  by  the  Convention. 

The  President,  Dr.  Catlin,  then  read  his  annual  address. 

When  Dr.  Woodward  moved  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to 
Dr.  Catlin  for  his  able  and  interesting  address,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Secretary,  for  publica- 
tion with  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention ;  adopted  unanimously. 
After  whidi  Drs.  J.  Welch  and  Nicoll  were  appointed  Tellers,  and  an 
informal  baUott  had  for  the  several  offices  to  be  filled.  The  Convention 
then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  when 
the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  re-elected,  viz. : 

BENJAMIN  H.  CATLIN,  M.  D.,  Pbmidbnt. 
ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  Vicb  Prbsidbbtt. 
6E0BGE  0.  SUMNEBy  IL  D.,  Tbbabubek. 
JOSIAH  6.  BECKWITEE,  M.  D.,  Sbcbbtart. 

The  President  then  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  a  Commit- 
tee on  the  unfinished  business  of  the  last  year,  viz. :  Drs.  Jewett,  B. 
D.  Dean,  J.  Hill,  Jr. 

The  Committee  reported  that  thej  could  find  none  $  report  accepted 
and  Committee  discharged. 

Communications  being  in  order,  were  then  received  from  Litchfield 

^Absent. 


Co.  Medical  Society,  being  resolntions  adopted  at  the  county  meeting 
last  held,  on  the  subject  of  Idiocy. 

From  Hartford  Co.  Medical  Society,  being  the  Sanitary  reports  re- 
ceived by  them  from  some  of  the  towns  in  said  county  on  said  sub- 
ject ;  sIbOj  a  dissertation  read  before  said  Society  by  P.  M.  Hastings, 
M.  D.,  and  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Society  on  the  subject  of 
Registration. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Balph  Deming, 

The  Sanitary  reports  from  Hartford  County  were  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  one  from  a  county. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

The  resolutions  on  Registration  were  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three,  to  report  thereon. 

Also,  the  resolutions  of  Litchfield  County  Medical  Society  on  Idi- 
ocy, to  a  committee  of  three. 

Also,  that  the  dissertation  of  Dr.  Hastings  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  three. 

The  Chair  appointed  Drs.  EJiight,  Ives,  and  Burke,  said  committee 
on  the  Litchfield  county  resolutions. 

Drs.  Fox,  R.  Deming  and  Burke,  on  Hartford  county  resolutions 
on  Registration. 

Drs.  Ives,  Welch  and  Pardee,  on  Dr.  Hastings*  dissertation. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Dean, 

A  committee  of  three  were  appointed  on  the  address  of  the  Presi- 
dent 

Drs.  Dean,  Bostwick  and  Blackman  were  appointed  such  commit- 
tee. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  then  read,  accepted,  and  referred 
to  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Morrison,  Perry  and  E*  A.  Hill. 

Ahttraet  of  TVeasuret^s  Report* 

Cash  in  Treasury,  ... 

Due  from  Clerks, 

Deduct,  say  two-fifUis  of  this  for  bad  debts, 
abatements,  commissions,  &C., 


Total  Cash  and  due  from  Clerics,     - 

The  Society  owes  for  debentures  outstanding, 

Leaves  Balance  in  favor  of  Society,  -  -  $405.60^ 


•    $1,042.41 
416.96 

$208^3 
695  45 

u««/.^Ki/ 

J. 

$898.98 
428.87i 

The  Auditing  CkHnmittee,  thioagh  their  chairmiin,  Dr.  Morrison^ 
reported  that  they  had  examined  the  above  account  of  the  Treasurer, 
and  found  it  correct 

Report  accepted  and  committee  discharged. 

Drs.  Holt,  Jewett,  Wells,  Dean,  Dyer,  R.  Deming,  and  Skinner 
were  appointed  a  committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary 
Members* 

Drs.  Ives,  Gea  Dyer,  B.  D.  Dean,  King,  Holt  and  Welch,  were 
appointed  committee  on  gratuitous  students. 

Drs.  Castle,  Wm.  Deming,  Jr.,  and  M.  Storrs,  on  Debentures. 

Drs.  Gillette,  Lay,  Dean,  J.  Hill,  Jr.,  Blackman,  R.  Deming,  Burke, 
and  Skinner,  on  Sanitary  Reports  of  Hartford  County. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  half  past  two  o*clock,  P.  M. 


HdXf  pagt  two  o'cloeky  P.  M. 

The  Convention  came  together  and  were  called  to  order. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  election  of  the  Standing  Committees 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolutions  of  the  Litchfield  County  Medical  Society,  through  their 
chairman,  Dr.  H.  M.  Knight,  was  then  made  to  the  Convention. 
The  committee  reported  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  said  resolutions 
and  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  three  to  memoralize  the  Leg- 
islature now  in  session  in  conformity  to  said  resolutions.  The  report 
was  accepted,  the  resolutions  adopted,  and  the  resolutions  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature,  and  referred  to  the  Joint  Select  Committee 
on  Humane  Listitutions. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beckwith, 

Sesohed,  That  whenever  the  physicians  of  New  Haven  deem  it 
expedient  to  invite  the  American  Medical  Association  to  meet  in  that 
city,  the  State  Medical  Society  will  join  in  the  invitation. 

Resolution  adopted. 

Drs.  Griswold,  Nicoll,  Porter,  E.  A.  Hill,  Blackman,  Wm.  Dem- 
ing, Jr.,  Burke  and  Pomeroy,  were  appointed  to  report  the  names  of 
delegates  to  represent  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society  in  the 
American  Medical  Association,  at  its  next  annual  meeting,  in  1858. 


Dr.  P.  G.  BockweU  then  presented  an  invitation  to  the  Convention 
to  hold  their  next  annual  convention  in  the  city  of  Waterbury. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

The  invitation  was  accepted,  and  the  Convention  resolved  to  hold 
the  next  annual  convention  in  the  city  of  Waterbury,  on  the  fourth 
Wednesday  of  May,  1858. 

Dr.  Porter,  &om  the  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students,  reported 
that  Samuel  C.  Chapin  had  been  returned  by  the  Cleric  of  the  New 
Haven  County  Medical  Society,  and  H.  Webster  Jones  had  been  re- 
turned as  duly  elected  from  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society ;  that 
the  remaining  counties  in  the  State  had  made  no  elections  for  gratuit- 
ous students,  as  appeared  from  the  examination  of  their  returns  to  the 
Secretary ;  and  further,  that  there  were  no  candidates  recommended 
to  the  committee  having  the  requisite  qualifications ;  the  committee 
Tecommended,  therefore,  that  the  remaining  counties  remain  vacant 
the  ensuing  year. 

Report  accepted  and  Committee  discharged. 

Dr.  Dean,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Address 
of  the  President  at  the  opening  of  the  Convention,  made  a  report 
which  was,  on  motion,  accepted. 

The  Committee  reported. 

That  so  much  of  said  address  as  relates  to  the  organization  of  the 
State  Medical  Society,  be  referred  to  a  coiomittee  of  three,  who  shall 
perfect  a  system  of  organization  for  the  Society  during  the  ensuing 
year,  and  report  at  the  next  annual  convention. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  Sanitary  reports  and  resolutions  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  already  appointed  for  that  purpose,  on  the 
Hartford  County  Sanitary  reports. 

And,  further,  that  that  portion  of  the  address  referring  to  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  American  Medical  Association  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  three. 

After  the  acceptance  of  the  above  reports,  the  Convention,  after  dis- 
cussion in  which  it  appeared  that  several  committees  had  already  been 
appointed  by  previous  conventions,  on  the  subject  of  a  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  for  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  said  Conventions  had 
uniformly  regarded  any  farther  organization  as  unnecessaiy,  and  that 
the  appointment  of  another  committee  on  said  subject  by  this  Conven- 
tion would  not  induce  a  succeeding  Convention  to  adopt  any  plan  of 
organization  in  alteration  of  our  present  system  under  the  act  of  in- 
corporation of  our  present  Medical  Society^  the  Convention  unanim- 
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oualj  resolved  not  to  appoint  a  oommittee  to  fonn  a  Constitation  for 
the  State  Soeietj  as  reoommended  by  the  Committee* 

The  Convention  voted  to  refer  that  portion  relatiiig  to  Sanitary  re- 
ports to  the  Committee  ahready  appointed  on  the  Hartford  County 
Sanitary  reports,  as  recommended  by  the  Committee,  and  also  to  ap- 
point a  committee  of  three  on  the  resolutions  of  the  American  Medi* 
cal  Association,  as  recommended. 

Dr.  Holt|  from  the  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Hon- 
omry  Members,  reported  the  name  of  Dr.  Ralph  Doming,  of  Sharon, 
for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  Dr.  Thomas  C. 
Brinsmade,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Greoige  Chandler,  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  and  Dr.  Gilman  Kimball,  of  Lowell^  Mafls.,  for  Honorary 
Members. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted  and  the  Committee 
discharged. 

The  Convention  then  proceed^  to  ballot  for  the  gentlemen  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  and  they  were  unanimously  elected,  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : 

Dr.  Ralph  Deming  to  be  recommended  by  the  Convention,  to  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  Tale  College,  for  the  Honorary  Degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  also  Drs.  Thomas  C.  Brinsmade,  George 
Chandler  and  Gilman  Kimball  as  Honorary  Members  of  the  Connec- 
ticut State  Medical  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jeweti, 

Dr.  Benjamin  D.  Dean  read  his  Dissertation  in  conformity  to  his 
ai^intment  as  Dissertator  to  the  present  Convention— *the  subject 
being  the  <' Medical  Profession." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beckwith, 

The  thanks  of  the  Convention  were  tendered  to  Dr.  Dean  for  his  able 
and  interesting  Address,  and  it  was  further  resolved  that  a  copy  be 
requested  for  publication  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  Fox,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society  on  the  subject  of  Reg- 
istration of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  reported, 

That  they  consider  it  important  that  the  State  Medical  Socie^ 
should  identify  itself  with  the  practical  operation  of  the  Law  upon 
this  subject,  and  would  therefore  recommend  that  a  standing  com- 
mittee of  three  be  appointed  by  this  body  to  confer  and  co-operate 
with  the  State  Librarian,  as  necessity  may  require  and  report  to 
the  annual  sessions  of  this  Convention. 
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Beport  accepted  and  resolution  adopted. 

Drs.  John  F.  Wella,  J.  G.  Porter  and  Thomas  W.  Perry  were 
then  appointed  a  Committee  on  that  portion  of  the  President's  ad- 
dress relating  to  the  resolutions  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Griswold,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Nomina- 
tion of  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  was  then 
made,  and  on  motion,  recommitted. 

Dr.  Bostwick,  from  the  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator  to  the 
next  Convention,  reported  the  names  of  Dr.  Henry  W.  Buel,  of 
Litchfield,  a  Dissertator  and  Dr.  Bufos  Baker,  of  Deep  River,  as  sub- 
stitute. Report  accepted  and  the  gentlemen  were  severally  appoint- 
ed as  recommended. 

Dr.  Niooll,  from  the  Committee  on  Delegates  to  the  American 
Medical  Association,  reported  the  names  of 

Dr.  Edward  W.  Hatch,  of  West  Meriden, 
'^   A.  B.  Haile,  of  Norwich, 
^   Charles  Woodward,  of  Middletown, 
^    Edward  Brinley,  of  Hartford. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  Gentlemen  were  appointed  to  represent 
the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society  at  the  next  annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  American  Medical  Association,  to  be  held  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  in  May,  1858.     . 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Thursday  morning. 


Thursdai^  Morning,  8  o'clock,  A.  M, 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President 
An  informal  communication  having  been  received  from  Dr.  Ells- 
worth, of  Hartford,  in  reference  to  certain  statements  made  on  Wed- 
nesday, to  the  Convention,  in  regard  to  an  infringement  of  medical 
police,  by  him  in  consultation  with  practitioners  who  were  not  members 
of  the  Society,  and  Dr.  Ellsworth  having  denied  and  explained  such 
allegations,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

Besolvedf  That  P.  W.  Ellsworth  be  requested  to  furnish  the  Con- 
vention at  the  meeting  in  Waterbnry,  with  an  explanation  of  the 
matter  referred  to  in  his  communication. 

Adopted. 

Eesolvedj  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  flimish  Dr.  Ells- 
worth with  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution. 
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Adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dn  Jewett, 

Resolved^  That  Wm.  H.  Si^e,  of  Unionville,  be  expelled  finom  this 
Society,  under  the  by-law  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Medical 
Society  to  expel  any  member  notoriously  in  the  practice  of  Homoe- 
pathy,  Hydropathy,  or  any  other  form  of  quackery.  Adopted.  And 
Wm.  H.  Sage  was  expelled  under  said  by-law  from  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beckwith, 

JResolved,  That  there  be  added  to  the  Committees  usually  ap- 
pointed by  the  Convention,  a  committee  of  three,  to  receive  the  re- 
ports from  the  several  counties  on  deceased  members,  with  such 
biographical  notices  as  may  have  been  read  before  the  several  county 
meetings  during  the  year  ending  April  first,  in  each  preceding  year. 

Besolutioa  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  Convention  then  proceeded  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  several  Standing  Committees,  when  the  following 
gentlemen  were  elected  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Committee  of  Exam- 
ination, viz. : 

P.  G.  Rockwell,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Nathan  S.  Pike,  M.  D. ;  Benjamin  D.  Dean,  M.  D.,  and  James 
Welch,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  regular  vacancies  in  said  committees. 

N.  B.  Ives,  M.  D.,  and  George  Blackman,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the 
Insane. 

L.  N.  Beardsley,  and  M.  D.,  John  HiU,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  to  fill  vacancies  in 
the  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  to  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Tale  College. 

E.  E.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  and  S.  G.  Hubbard, 
M.  D.,  were  appointed  Committee  under  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
present  Convention  to  appoint  a  Standing  Committee  to  confer  and  co- 
operate with  State  Librarian  on  the  Registration  of  Births,  Mar- 
riages and  Deaths. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Ives, 

A  delegation  of  one  from  a  County  was  appointed  to  attend  the 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  in  June, 
1858. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  several  Counties  were  instructed  to 
nominate  and  report  the  names  of  the  Delegates  selected  by  them. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  reported  by  the  several  Counties  as 
selected  by  them^  viz. : 
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Hartford   County,    S.   B,   Beresford. 
New  Haven  "        N.  B.  Ives. 
New  London  "        Benjamin  D.  Dean. 
Windham       "         Hiram  Holt 
Fairfield         "         George  Dyer. 
Litchfield        "        James  Welch. 
Middlesex       '^        Asa  H.  Eang. 
ToUand  "        Alden  Skinner. 

And  they  were  accordingly  appointed  by  the  Convention. 
Votedy  That  said  delegates,  in  case  of  inability  to  fulfill  their  ap- 
pointments,  have   power  to   substitute  other    members   from  their 
several  counties  to  fill  vacancies  arising  thereby. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Dean, 

'  Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  laid  upon  the 
members  of  this  Society,  payable  on  the  first  day  of  June  next. 
Adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Dean, 

Resohed,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  the 
Hartford  City  Medical  Society,  for  their  generous  hospitality  to 
the  members  of  this  Convention,  during  its  present  session. 

Adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sumner, 

Resolvedj  That  the  Clerks  of  the  several  County  Medical  Societies 
be  directed  to  furnish  the  Treasurer  with  the  names  of  the  Fellows 
elected  at  their  Annual  County  Meetings,  as  were  required  of  them,  to 
the  Secretary,  and  in  addition  thereto. 

Adopted. 

Drs.  Russell,  Beckwith  and  Jewett  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive  reports  and  examine  biographical  notices  of  deceased  mem- 
bers,  for  the  past  year. 

Dr.  Catlin,  from  the  Committee  of  Examination,  reported  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Examinations,  and  the  names 
of  the  graduates,  with  the  subjects  of  the  Theses  presented  and  de- 
fended by  them  at  the  annual  commencement  in  January  last,  with 
the  appointments  made  by  them,  dec 

•Report  accepted. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  nomination  of  Fhysiciafis  to  Re- 
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treat  for  the  Insane  and  Professors  to  Yale  College,  having  performed 
no  duties,  (no  vacancies  having  occurred,)  made  no  report. 

Dr.  Jewett,  from  the  Committee  on  Deceased  Members  and  Bio- 
graphical Notices,  reported  that  the  notices  in  the  hands  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  the  several  reports  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  several  coun- 
ties, as  reported  to  the  Secretary  by  the  several  Clerks,  be  printed 
with  the  proceedings. 

Report  accepted. 

Dr.  Castle,  from  the   Committee  on  Debentures,  made  a  report 
which  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

That  the  several  county  meetings  be  requested  to  investigate  the 
subject  of  members  of  this  Society  consulting  with  irregular  practi- 
tioners, and  enforce  the  by-law  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Passed. 

m 

Dr.  Gillette,  from  the  Committee  on  Sanitary  Reports,  made  the 
following  report : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  sanitary  reports  merit  the 
continued  attention  of  this  Medical  Convention,  and  we  recommend 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Medical  Society  be  requested  to  pub- 
lish so  much  of  said  reports  now  laid  before  this  Convention,  as  he 
may  deem  proper,  and  that  we  recommend  to  the  several  county 
societies  to  continue  such  reports. 

Report  accepted. 

And  on  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  names  of  Drs.  Bostwick  and  W. 
Doming,  Jr.,  were  added  as  committee  with  the  Secretary,  as  a  com- 
mittee of  publication  on  said  reports. 

Dr.  Ives,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  dissertation 
of  Dr.  Hastings,  reported  that  they  had  examined  said  paper  and  rec- 
ommended that  the  Secretary  publish  the  same  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Skinner  moved  that  the  dissertation  be  referred  to  the  same 
committee  with  sanitary  reports  for  examination,  and  be  subject  to 
their  discretion  whether  to  publish  the  whole  or  part  thereof. 

Previous  question  moved  and  lost. 

Amendment  lost. 

The  report  was  then  accepted  and  the  dissertation  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 
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JResolved,  That  there  be  appointed  a  Standing  Committee  on  Publi- 
cation, to  whom  all  communications  be  referred  from  the  several 
counties. 

Dr.  Bostwick  offered  an  amendment  that  one  from  a  county  be 
substituted.     Amendment  lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Drs.  Gurdon  "W.  Russell,  Pliny  A.  Jewett  and  George  W.«  Burke 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

Dr.  Wells,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  made  the  following  report : 

Resohedj  That  we  approve  and  indorse  the  recommendations  of 
the  American  Medical  Convention  in  their  transactions  for  1856,  p* 
395,  to  county  societies,  in  relation  to  the  duty  of  each  member  to 
keep  written  notes  of  his  practice  and  to  report  from  time  to  time  such 
statements  as  shall  seem  important  and  interesting,  with  a  view  for  pub- 
lication with  the  annual  proceedings  of  the  State  Society ;  and  in  further- 
ance of  this  measure  we  recommend  to  the  county  societies  that  at  their 
next  annual  meeting  a  committee  be  appointed  to  receive  such  reports  as 
may  be  offered. 

Resolved^  That  when  the  county  societies  have  taken  such  action  as 
shall  result  in  the  publication  of  reports  from  their  members,  that  then 
this  Convention  will  appoint  a  committee  whose,  duty  it  shall  be  to 
present  an  abstract  for  publication  in  manner  and  form  proposed  in  the 
original  recommendation. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gillette, 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  counties  that  a 
committee  of  one  from  a  county  be  appointed  to  obtain  the  biographies 
of  such  physicians  as  have  deceased  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  of 
whom  no  biography  has  been  published,  and  the  medical  incidents 
which  have  occurred  during  their  lives,  more  particularly  in  reference 
to  our  ancient  physicians. 

Resolution  adopted. 

Under  this  resolution  the  following  gentlemen  were  nominated  by 
the  sevei'al  counties,  and  their  nominations  confirmed  by  this  Conven- 
tion, viz. :  for 
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E[artford  fioimtj, 
New  Haven  County, 
New  London  County, 
Windham  County, 
Fairfield  County, 
Litchfield  County, 
Middlesex  County, 
Tolland  County, 


Dr.  Gillette. 
Dr.  G.  O.  Sumner. 
Dr.  Richard  P.  Tracy. 
Dr.  Wm.  H.  Cogswell. 
Dr.  Geo.  Blackman. 
Dr.  D.  E.  Bostwick. 
Dr.  G.  W.  Burke. 
Dr.  A.  Skinner. 


Ordered  by  the  Convention,  that  1000  copies  of  the  Proceedings  be 
published,  the  500  additional  copies  to  be  distributed  to  tlie  several 
counties. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Convention  then  adjourned 
tine  die.  Attest, 

JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  Secretary. 


mhns  of  t\t  Borutg. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


JAMES  JACKSON, 
-JOHN  C.  WARREN,    . 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN,     . 
•THEODORE  ROMEYN  BECK, 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD,    . 
JOHN  DELAMATBR,     . 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
WALTER  CHANNING, 
HENRY  MITCHELL, 
NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY, 
WILLIAM  TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT,    . 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS, 
WILLARD  PARKER,     . 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR, 
ALDEN  MARCH, 
CHARLES  A.  LEE, 
DAVID  S.  C.  H.  SMITH, 
HENRY  D.  BULKLEY,       . 
J.  MARION  SYMS, 
JOHN  WATSON, 
FRANK  H.  HAMILTON, 
ROBERT  WATTS, 
J.  V.  C.  SMITH, 
O.  WENDELL  HOLMES, 
JOSEPH  SARGENT,      . 
MASON  F.  COGSWELL,      . 
FOSTER  HOOPER, 
THOMAS  C.  BRINSMADE, 
GEORGE  CHANDLER, 
OILMAN  KIMBALL, 


Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
New  Haven. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Norwich,  N.  Y. 
Baltimore*  Md. 
New  York. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Springfield,  Mass. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
St  Louis,  Mo. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Deerfield,  Mass. 
New  York. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
New  York. 
New  York. 
New  York. 
Geneva,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Fall  River,  Mass. 
Troy,  N.  Y. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Lowell,  Mass. 
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ORDINARY    MEMBERS. 


Tht  namet  of  those  Members  who  are  exempt  from  tnxation  by  age,  are  in 
italics  ;  tht  names  of  those  who  have  been  Presidents  of  the  Society,  are  in 
capitaU. 


HARTFORD     COUNTY. 


S.  L.  CHILD,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
William  R.  Brownell,  M.  B.,  Clerk. 


Habtpord,  Henry  Holmes,  Samuel  B. 

Beresford,  Georgo  B.  Hawley,  Gur- 

don  W.  Russell.  David  Crary.  P.  W. 

Ellsworth,  Benjamin  Rogers,  E.  K. 

Hunt,  John  S.  Butler,  J.  C.  Jackson, 

A.  W.  Barrows,  Thomas  Miner,  H. 

Oridleyn  William   Porter,  John    F. 

Wells,  William  R.  Brownell,  P.  M. 

Hastings,  S.  C.  Preston,  J.  S.  Curtis, 

Edward  Brinley,  Stephen  H,  Fuller, 

John  Taylor, Clary. 

Brrlir,  E.  Brandagee,  Jr. 

New  Britain,  Samuel  Hart,  Roswell 

Hawley,  E.  D.  Babcock,B.  N.  Com- 

ings,  S.  W.  Hart. 
Br^ooMPiELD,  Henry  Gray. 
Bristol,  Joseph  W.   Camp,  John  S. 

Moody. 
Bcjrlinoton,  William  Elton,  2d. 
CANTOft, Collinsville,  Russell  H.TifTany. 
East  Hartford,  Seth  L.  Child,  Clar- 
ence M.  Brownell,    H.  K.  Olmstead. 
East  Windsor,  Hiram  "Watson. 
Broad  Brook,  Marcus  L.  Fisk. 
Warehouse  Point,  Joseph  Olmstead. 
Enpifld,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L.  i5pald- 

ing,  H.  A.  Grant. 
Thompsonville,  J.  Bailey  Beach,  L   S. 

Pease. 
Farminoton,  Asahel  Iliompson. 
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Plainville,  G.  A.  Moody. 

Glastenbury,  Clinton  Bunce. 

South  Olastenbury,  C.  E.  Hammond, 
Luman  J.  Andrus,  Henry  Gilbert. 

Eastbury,  Sabin  Stocking. 

Granby,  Joseph  F,  Jewett. 

East  Qranhy,  Chester  Hamlin. 

West  Qranby,  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 

North  Qranby,  Francis  F.  Allen. 

Manchester,   W.   C.    Williams,    W. 
Scott. 

Rocky  Hill,  R.  W.  Griswold. 

SiMSBURY,  Roderick  A.  White. 

Tarifville,  George  W.  Sanford. 

SoiTTHiNOTON,  JuUus  S.  Bames,  N.  H. 
Byington,  F.  A.  Hart. 

South  Windsor,   Horace  C.  Gillette, 
H.  Goodrich. 

East  Windsor  Hill,  Wrn.  Wood,  Sid- 
ney Rockwell. 

SuFFiELD,  Aretus  Rising. 

TsRRYViLLE, Whittcmore. 

West  Suffield,  O.  W.  Kellogg. 

Wrthcrsfibld,   E.   F.    Cooke,  A.  S. 
Warner,  R.  Fox. 

West  Hartford,  Edward  Brace. 

Windsor,  William  S.  Picrson,  A.  Mor- 
rison, Samuel  A.Wilson,  D.S.  Beales. 

Windsor  Locks,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 

Poquonock,  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 
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HEW     HAVEN     COUNTY. 


PLINY  A.  JEWETT,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
John  Nicoll,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  Eli  Ivet,  T.  P.  Beer8, 
Jonathan  Knight,  Sar^uel  Pttik/erson, 
Caleb  H.  Austin j  Charles  Byington, 
A.  S.  Munson,  Charles  Hooker,  Na- 
than B.  Ives,  E.  H.  Bishop,  J.  H. 
Totten,  Levi  Ives,  Pliny  A.  Jewett, 
D.  L.  Daggett,  George  O.  Sumner, 
D.  A.  Tyler,  Henry  Bronson,  E.  A. 
Park,  S.  G.  Hubbard,  W.  J.  Whi- 
ting, H.  W  E.  Mathews,  C.  A. 
Lindsley,  Worthington  Hooker,  T. 
P.  Beers,  Jr.,  Samuel  Lloyd,  H.  L. 
Fitch,  J.  K.  Downs,  John  NicoU, 
Moses  C.  White,  Leonard  J.  San- 
ford,  C.  L.  Ives,  David  E.  Smith, 
Francis  M.  Holley,  A.  H.  Churchill, 
Edward  Bulkley,  O.  W.  Peck. 

Fair  Haven,  C.  E.  Thompson,  W.  M. 
White,  Lyman  Parker,  Ezra  Smith. 

Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branford,  IVilloughby  L.  lAxy,  H.  V. 
C.  Hotcorab. 

North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 

Cheshire,  A.  J.  Driggs,  Noah  B. 
Welton,  W.  C.  Williams. 

Derby,  C.  H,  Pinney. 

Ansonia,   H.  L.  Parsons. 


Birmingham,  Ambrose   Beardsley,  T. 

Dutton. 
Hamden,  E.  D.  Swifl. 
HumphreysviUe,  Sheldon   C.  Johnson, 

Joshua  Kendall,  Thomas  Stoddard. 
North  Haven,  Roswell  F.  Stillman. 
Guir.FORD,  Joel   Canfield,  Alvan  Tal- 

cotr. 
Madison,  D.  M.  Webb. 
fVett   Merideny  B.  H.  CATLIN,  Ed- 
ward W.  Hatch,  Roswell  Hawley. 
YalesviUe,  C.  B.  McCarty. 
MiLFORD,  Hull  Allen,  L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Nauoatuck,  J.  D.  Mears,  Henry  Pier- 

pont. 
Oxford,' Lewis  Barnes. 
Oramoe,  H.  W.  Painter. 
Southbury,  A.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Walling  FORD,  Nehemiah  Banks. 
Waterbury,  M.    C.  Leavenworth,  G. 

L.   Piatt,  John  Deacon,  George  E. 

Perkins,     Sturges    Bulkley,    P.    G. 

Rockwell,  Thomas  Dougherty. 
WooDBRiDOB,  Isaac  Goodsell,  Andrew 

Castle. 


NEW     LONDON     COUNTY. 


JOSEPH  COMSTOCK,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Benjamin  D.  Dean,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Perkins,  James  Morgan, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  William  W.  Miner, 
Seth  Smith,  D.  P.  Francis,  Albert 
Hobron,  Robert  A.  Manwarring. 

Norwich,  Richard  P,  Tracy,  Erastus 
Osgood,  Elijah  Dyer,  Elisha  Phin- 
ney,  Edwin  Bentley,  Benjamin  D. 
Dean,  John  P.  Fuller,  Alonzo  Ful- 
ler, Henry  W.  Leach,DanieI  G.Gulli- 
ver, A.  B.  Haile,  Lewis  S.  Paddock. 

BozRAii,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezekiel  IV.  Parsons, 
Fredrick  Morgan,  Melancthon  Storrs. 

East  Lyme,  John  L,  Smith,  Austin  F. 
Perkins. 

^RANKLiN,  Ashbcll  Woodward. 


Griswold,  Jewett  Ci7y, William  Soule. 
Groton,  Benjamin  Durfey. 
Noank,  A.  T.  Douglass. 
Lebanon,   Joseph  Comstock,  Ralph  P. 

Greene. 
Lyme,  Richard  Noyes, 
North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 
Montville,  John  C.  Bolles. 
UncasviUe,  Samuel  E.  Maynard. 
Preston,  Eleazer  B.  Downing. 
Salem,  Nathaniel  Foote. 
Stoninqton,    William   Hyde,    George 

E.  Palmer,  William  Hyde,  Jr. 
Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 
Mystic  Bridge,   E.    F.  Coats,  A.  W. 

Coats. 


\ 


19 

FAIEPIRLD     COUNTY. 

E.  MIDDLEBROOK.  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
11.  L.  W.  Btjrritt,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 

Fairfield,  S.  P.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeck.         I  New  Canaan,  Samuel  S.  NoyeSt  Lewis 

Greenjleld,  ftUFUS  BLAKEMAN.        '      Richards. 

Southportt  Justus  Sherwcx>d.  Norwalk,  John  A.  Mclean,  Ira  Greg- 

Bridobport,  D.  H.  Nash,  Frederick  J.  J      ory. 
Judson,  L.  W.  Burritt,   WiUiam  B,  ,  Stamford,     N.    D.    Haight,    Samuel 
Naiht  Robert  Hubbard,  H.  N.  Ben-         Sands,  Lewi8  Hurlburt. 
nett.  Stratford,  WiUiam  T.  Shelton. 


Brookfield,  A.  L.  Williams.  |  Trvubvul^E  L IJ  AH  M II)  D  LE- 

Danbuey,  R.   B.  Botiford,  E.  P.  Ben-        BROOK,  George  Dyer. 

nett.  Westport,  George  Blackman,  David 

Easton,  James  Baldwin.  S.  Burr. 

Huntiiioton,  Jame$  H.  Shelton. 


WINDHAM     COUNTY. 

WM.  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  P.,  Chairman. 
James  B.   Wuitcomb,  M.  D  ,  Clerk. 

Brooklyn,  James  B.  Whitcorab,  Wil-  ;  Moosup,  Lewis  E.  Dixon,  Frank  Bur* 

liam  Woodbridge.  gess. 

AsHFORD,  John  H.  Simmons.  I  Plainjield  Center,  Charles  H.  Rogers, 

Canterbury,   Elijah  Baldwin,  Joseph    Pomfret,    Hiram   Holt,   Lewis   Wil 

Palmor.  liams. 


Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes. 

KiLLiNOLY,  DaytvilU,  Justin  Ham- 
mond. 

South  KUlingly,  Daniel  A.  Ilovey. 

Eant  KiUingtyy  E.  A.  Hill. 

fTftt  JTiT/tng/y,  David  E.  Hall,  Sam- 
uel  Hutchtns,  Stephen  C.  Griggs 

Putnam,  Henry  W.  Hough,  Thomas 

W.  Perry.  i  South  Woodttock,  Lorenzo  Marcy. 

Plainfisld,  WM.  H.  COGSWELL,      i  West  Woodstock,  Milton  Bradford. 


Sterling,  William  A.  Lewis. 
Thompson,     Lowell     Holbrook,    John 

McGregor. 
VoLUNTowN,  Harvey  Campbell. 
Windham,  Chester  Hunt,  De   Witt  C. 

Lathrop. 
Willimantic,  John  Hill,  Jr. 
Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 
Woodstock,  North,  Asa  Witter. 


LITCHFISLD     COUNTY. 

WILLIAM  WOODRUFF,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Henry  W.  Buell,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Litchfield,  Jos i ah  G.  Beckwith,Geo. 
Seymour,  D.  E.  Bostwick,  E.  Osborn, 
H.  W.  Buel,  Wm.  Doming,  Jr. 

South  Farms,  Garry  H.  Miner. 


Canaan,   Ithamar    H.    Smith,   A.   A. 

Wright. 
South  Canaan,  Jokn  A.  Gillett. 
Cornwall,  ButrTtt  B.. North. 
ffWt  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Gold, 
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CoLBBROOK,  Seth  Pease. 

Craylord*t  Bridge, GfimHlieX  H.  St.  John. 

GoSHKN,  A.  M.  Huxley. 

Harwinton,  G.  H.  Miller. 

Krnt,  fVeUi  Btarddey, 

New  Milpord,  JehUl  tViUiami, 

BridgetcateTy  Horace  Judson. 

Norfolk,  William   W.  Welch,  John 

H.  Welch. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Piymouth  Hollow,  William  Wood  roof. 
Roxbury,  Myron  Downs. 
Salisbury,  Falli  Village,  C.  B.  Maltbie. 


Lakeiville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Wm.  M. 
Knight. 

New  Hartford,  South,  A.  E.  Barber. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming, Knight. 

ToREiNOTOTf ,  IVolcottville,  Eroitui  Ban- 
croft, J.  W.  Phelps. 

Warren,  Jno.  B.  Derickson. 

WoodviUe,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

New  Preiton,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

Winchester,  fVett  JVintted,  James 
Welch,  J.  W.  Bidwell. 

Woodbury,  Charles  H.  Webb. 


MIDDLESEX     COUNTY. 


ASA  M.  HOLT,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Elisha  B.  Nye,  M.   D.,  Clerk. 


MiDDLETowN,  Joseph  Barrett,  Charles 
Woodward,  Wm.  B.  Casey,  Elisha 
B.  Nye,  George  W.  Burke,  Miner  C. 
Hazen. 

Chatham,  East  Hampton,  Francis  G. 
Edge  r  ton. 

Middle  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worth ington. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  H.  Hubbard. 

Cromwell,  Ira  Hutchinson. 


Durham,  R.  W.  Mathewson. 

East  Haddam,   Asa  M.    Holt,   Datus 

WUUiams 
Haddam,  Edwin  Bidwell. 
Portland,  George  O.  Jarvis,  G.  C.  H. 

Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 
Old  Saybrook,  Essex,   Alexander  H. 

Hough,  Frederick  W.  Shepard. 


TOLLAND  C  OUNTY. 

NORMAN  BRIGHAM,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,  Oliver  K,  Isham,  Gilbert  H. 

Preston. 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Coventry,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 
So.  Coventry,  T.  Dimock,  H.  S.  Dean. 
Elllinoton,  Horatio  Dow. 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.   PETERS,  Orrin 

C.  White. 
Mansfield,  North,  Norman  Brigham, 

W.  H.  Richardson. 


South  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 
SoMERS,    Orson    Wood,    Erasmus 

Hamilton. 
Stafford,  East,  Wm.  N.  Clark. 
Stafford  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 
Union,  E.  Linsley, 
Vernon,  John  B.  Lewis. 
Rockville,  Alden  Skinner. 
WiLLLNGTON,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
Spaffordville,  Stephen  F.  Pomeroy. 
Stafford  Springs,  C.  B.  Newton. 
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SUMMARY    OF    ORDINARY    MEMBERS    FOR    1S5C,    WITH    THE 
DEATHS  IN  THE  YEAR   ENDING  APRIL  1.  1856. 


Taxable. 

Not  Taxable. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

Hnrtford  County, 

72 

S 

80 

3 

New  Haven  County, 

70 

10 

SO 

2 

New  London  County, 

33 

12 

45 

0 

Fairfield  County, 

18 

7 

25 

0 

Windham  County, 

27 

3 

30 

2 

Litchfield  County, 

36 

4 

40 

2 

Middlesex  County, 

20 

2 

22 

1 

Tolland  County, 

15 

7 

22 

0 

Total,  991  53  344  10 

Note.  Former  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  are  permanent 
members  of  the  annual  Convention,  having  the  privilege  of  attending  all  meet- 
ings, and  performing  all  the  duties  of  attending  members,  except  that  of  cast- 
ing their  votes.  And  all  members  of  the  Society  are  invited,  by  the  By-Laws, 
to  be  present  at  all  meetings  of  the  Convention. 


DEATHS  OF  MEMBERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1,  1857, 

WITH   THE   AGE   AND   DISEASE    SO   FAR   AS   ASCERTAINED. 

Hartford  County,    Eli  Hall,  aged  73.     Enlargement  Prostate  Gland. 

«*  "  Sylvester  Bulkley,  aged  70.     Peitonitis. 

'*  **  L.  North,  aged  46.    Congestion  Brain. 

New  Haven      "  Reynold  Webb,  aged  64.     Diabetes. 

"  *«  BelaFarnham,aged86.*  Fever. 

Windham  "  Morey  Burgess,  aged  67.    Paralysis. 

**  **  Nathan  S.  Pike,  aged 40.     Consumption. 

Litchfield  **  Ovid  Plumb,  aged  71.     Congestion  of  the  Lungs. 

*•  •*  Chancey  Reed,  aged  46.     Fever. 

Middlesex  *'  David  Harrison,  aged  54.     Softening  of  the  Heart. 


DUTIES    OF    CLERKS. 

To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately 
alter  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 
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To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  transmit  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  Fellows  elected  before  Conven- 
tion. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  members  of  this  Society,  who 
may  have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in 
their  several  County  Societies. 


RULES    OF    ORDER. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  the  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  Election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  Officers  for  ensuing  year.  • 
C.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves, 

Sec,  from  the  several  Counties,  and  Members  of  the  Convention. 
S.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 
9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  Gratuitous  Course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Memberships. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 
IG.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reportsof  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves,  Sec. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  forward 

in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 


DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

1794.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 

1795.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  Different  Species  of  Colic. 

1796.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
1796.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Cjnanche  Tonsilharis. 

1796.  Dr.  Lewis  Collins,  on  the  most  eligible  mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 
1796.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 
1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 

1798.  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  "An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  Deleterious  Effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  TuUy,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

4827.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  State. 

1 829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop,  Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease. 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1888.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the  Disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 
1839.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental  Qualifications  necessary  to 

a  Physician. 


1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  effi- 

cient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  ns  a  subject  of.  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 

1844.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  Respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by  the 
Community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 

tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. ' 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  Disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  the  Early  Physicians  of  Connecticut. 
1853.  Dr.  Rufus  Blakeman,  Early  Physicians  of  Fairfield  County. 

1853.  Dr.  Samusl  Beach,  ^n  Popularizing  Medicine. 

1854.  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Casey,  on  Diseased  Cervix  Uteri. 

1855.  Dr.  Stephen  G.  Hubbard,  on  Registration,  as  the  basis  of 

Sanitary  Reform. 
1857.  Dr.  Benjamin  D.  Dean,  "The  Medical  Profession." 


APPENDIX. 


MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 

ANNUAL  EXAMINATION,  1867. 

The  Board  of  Examiners  convened  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  14th,  and  continued 
in  session  two  days.    Present,  on  the  part  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  : 

Benjamin  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  of  Meriden,  President, 
William  W.  Welch,  M.  D.,  of  Norfolk. 
Charles  Woodward,  M.  D.,  of  Middletown. 
A.  T  Douglass,  M.  D.,  of  Groton. 

On  the  part  of  Yale  College:  Profs.  J.  Knight,  C.  Hooker,  U.  Bronson,  W. 
Hooker,  B.  Silliman,  Jr.,  and  P.  A.  Jewett. 

Eleven  candidates  submitted  their  dissertations,  and,  after  examination,  were 
recommended  for  the  Degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  viz. : 

1.  Asa  Hopkins  Churchill,  New  Haven,  on  **  Fractures.'* 

2.  George  Clary,  Hartford,  on  "The  Progress  and  Prospects  of  Medical 
Science." 

3.  Cortlandt  Van  Ranssalear  Creed,  New  Haven,  on  "  The  Blood." 

4.  David  Anson  Hedges,  Bridgehampton,  L.  I.,  on  *' Tetanus." 

5.  John  Worthington  Hooker,  6.  A.,  18d4,  New  Haven,  the  Valedictory 
Address. 

6.  Charles  Roe  Osborne,  B.  A.,'Hamp.  and  Sidney  College,  1852,  New  York 
City,  on  *'  The  Connection  between  Mind  and  Body  in  Disease." 

7.  Homer  Lee  Parsons,  Branford,  on  '*  Rheumatism  and  Rheumatic  Peri- 
carditis." 

8.  Ozias  Willard  Peck,  New  Haven,  on  "Apoplexy." 

9.  Ezra  Smith,  Willsey vlUe,  N.  Y.,  on  «*  Pneumonia." 

10.  John  Witter,  North  Woodstock,  on  "  The  Causes  of  Error  in  Medicine." 

1 1.  Samuel  Russel  Wooster,  Birmingham,  on  "  Correct  Diagnosis,  the  IJruc 
Basis  of  Therapeutics." 

The  candidates  did  honor  to  themselves  and  their  instructors,  being  better 
prepared  than  those  preceding,  as  far  as  our  experience  extends,  receiving, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  board.  If  there  was 
any  branch  in  which  it  could  be  said  they  were  deficient,  it  was  that  of 
Chemistry.  It  is  feared  that  some  students  consider  this  only  as  a  collateral 
branch,  which  they  can  neglect  rather  than  others.    If  they  were  aware  what 
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Chomistry  has  done  for  the  advancement  of  medical  science  for  the  last  thirty 
years,  and  what  is  expected  from  it  in  futures  they  would  not  neglect  this  im- 
portant branch  of  their  profession. 

Archibald  T.  Douglass,  M.  D.,  of  Groton,  and  Samuel  W.  Gold,  M.  D.,  of 
Cornwall,  were  appointed  to  give  the  annual  addresses  to  the  candidates  in  1S5S 
and  1859. 

The  President,  Benjamin  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  was  appointed  to  report  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical 
Society. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  to  meet  July  28,  the  Tuesday  before  the  Com- 
mencement in  Yale  College. 

The  Commencement  Exercises  in  the  College  Chapel,  Thursday  evening, 
Jan.  15,  before  a  large  and  intelligent  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  were 
highly  interesting. 

The  Valedictory  Address,  by  Dr.  John  W.  Hooker,  of  the  graduating  class, 
was  unusually  able  and  appropriate. 

The  Annual  Address  to  the  Candidates,  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  W.  Welch,  M.  D., 
of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  was  an  interesting  history  of  medical  science, 
closing  with  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  candidates  to  faithfulness  in  the  profession 
they  were  about  to  enter.  After  which,  the  Degrees  were  conferred  by  Presi- 
dent Woolsey,  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Examiners. 

B.  H.  CATLIN.  President. 


ADDRESS. 


Gentlbmen  : 

Through  the  indulgence  of  a  kind  Providence,  we  are  permitted 
once  more  to  assemble  in  our  Annual  Convention,  to  exchange 
those  congratulations  so  pleasant  to  us,  and  to  engage  in  those  duties 
incumbent  upon  us  as  the  representatives  of  the  Connecticut  Medical 
Society. 

A  by-law  was  adopted  by  this  Society,  at  its  Annual  Meeting,  eight 
years  since,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  President  "  to  deliver  an  Ad- 
dress to  the  Convention,  annually." 

My  predecessors  have  understood  it  as  being  their  duty,  only  as 
they  retired  from  office.     Some  have  failed  then,  so  that  we  have  had' 
only  two  addresses  in  the  period  of  eight  years  named. 

Being  a  law-abiding  citizen,  I  intend,  for  the  brief  period  I  am  hon- 
ored with  the  office,  to  comply  with  the  letter  of  the  law,  though  I  des- 
pair of  coming  up  to  the  spirit  of  the  requirement. 

It  is  interesting  and  profitable  to  review  the  history  of  Medicine  in 
this  State,  from  its  first  small  beginnings,  irregular  and  unorganized, 
through  its  early  and  more  matured  organizations,  to  the  present  time, 
and  to  learn  something  of  the  Fathers  of  Medicine  in  Connecticut, 
their  labors  in  this  society  and  our  profession. 

For  a  knowledge  of  these  facts,  I  would  refer  you  to  the  able  and 
interesting  addresses  of  my  predecessors,  the  lamented  Sumner  and 
our  honored  friend  whom  we  hoped  to  see  with  us  to-day,  Rufus 
Blakeman,  M.  D.,  published  with  the  proceedings  of  this  society  in 
the  years  1851  and  1858.  If  you  are  not  alrejuly  familiar  with  these, 
I  can  assure  you  they  are  well  worthy  of  your  attention. 

We  are  in  the  anomalous  condition  of  a  society  without  a  written 
constitution ;  all  our  powers  and  privileges,  as  officers  and  members 
of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  being  derived  from  an  act  of  in- 
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corporation  granted  by  the  legislature  of  this  State,  and  our  duties 
and  obligations  are  defined  by  this  and  by  the  by-laws  and  Medical 
Police  which  we  have  adopted  in  accordance  with  this  act.  It  is  for 
you  to  decide  whether  a  constitution  would  add  to  our  privileges,  or  ren- 
der our  society  more  efiicient.  It  is  not  unusual  for  societies  created 
by  an  act  of  incorporation,  to  have  also  a  constitution. 

The  laws  of  our  society,  though  its  incorporation  dates  back  sixty- 
five  years,  are  still  very  brief,  Those  relating  to  the  duties  of  the 
President,  define  them  to  be :  To  preside  at  the  meetings  of  the  soci- 
ety, appoint  a  portion  of  the  committee  for  business,  call  extra  meet- 
ings when  necessary,  and  deliver  an  annual  address,  giving  no  direc- 
tions respecting  the  subject  or  the  object  of  the  address.  We  are 
therefore  left  with  the  largest  liberty  in  deciding  upon  the  theme  of 
our  discourse. 

It  would  seem  to  be  appropriate  to  have  one  slightly  analogous  to 
the  message  of  the  Governor  of  the  State,  directing  your  attention  to 
the  present  state  of  medical  science  and  practice  within  our  limits? 
pointing  out,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  obstacles  which  prevent  a  more 
rapid  improvement  of  the  healing  art,  and  suggesting,  for  your  consid- 
eration, such  measures  as  shall  appear  necessary  to  promote  the  great- 
est possible  advancement  of  our  beloved  profession. 

Our  act  of  incorporation  and  by-laws  give  the  President  no  special 
ipowers  for  acquiring  information,  being,  in  fact,  more  meagre  in  this 
respect  than  in  defining  his  duties. 

I  have  presmned  to  address  circulars  to  the  Clerks  of  the  County 
Societies,  requesting  them  to  present  to  their  county  meetings  the  im- 
portance of  having  committees  of  inquiry  appointed,  which,  if  attended 
to,  may  another  year  present  facts  from  the  different  parts  of  the  State, 
eminently  useful  to  the  President  for  the  preparation  of  his  annual 
address. 

I  can  only  speak  of  those  things  which  fall  within  my  own  sphere  of 
observation,  and  give  my  individual  opinion  in  regard  to  matters  wor- 
thy of  our  consideration  at  the  present  time. 

When  we  contemplate  the  fact  that  previous  to  the  organization  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  many  of  the  States  and  Temtories 
had  few,  if  any,  medical  societies,  state,  county,  or  municipal,  we 
look  with  pride  upon  our  own  as  being  one  of  the  earliest  formed,  and 
for  that  early  period,  wisely  and  somewhat  efficiently  organized.  We 
have  been  so  well  satisfied  with  what  our  fathers  have  done,  that  we 
have  suffered  our  society  to  become  comparatively  a  barren  organiza- 
tion, not  yet  so  dry  as  the  bones  in  EzekieFs  vision,  or  the  mummies 
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of  the  Egyptian  kings.  It  has  at  least  the  vitality  of  a  Joice  Heath. 
We  meet  in  county  meetings,  appoint  officers,  possibly  have  a  disser- 
tation or  a  case  of  discipline,  and  then  adjourn  in  haste.  The  Fel- 
lows meet  in  convention,  appoint  officers  for  the  year,  listen  to  an  ad- 
dress, if  they  are  so  fortunate  as  to  have  one,  and  by  that  time  some 
beginning  to  be  anxious  about  their  patients,  their  practice,  or  perhaps 
more  solicitious  lest  some  rival  shall  supplant  them  in  their  absence, 
can  spend  no  time  for  the  improvement  of  medical  science.  I  am 
happy  to  say  there  are  many  exceptions  to  this  course.  There  are 
many  worthy  members  of  our  society,  who,  with  a  true  love  for  science, 
have  labored  and  well  labored  on  in  this  noble  cause,  irrespective  of 
any  personal  emolument  or  honors,  with  a  true  desire  to  promote  the 
general  good. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  closing  sentence  of 
Dr.  Sumner's  address :  "  They,  the  founders  of  this  society,  are  not 
here,  but  we  have  the  comforting  assurance  that  they  did  not  labor  in 
vain ;  and  that  the  medical  skill  of  our  State  has  been  greatly  ex- 
tended, that  the  mental  culture  of  our  physicians  is  vastly  more  thor- 
ough, and  their  moral  character  is  essentially  improved  since  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  society." 

As  the  hills  and  mountains  of  our  rock-bound  State  have  towered 
above  the  broad  prairies  of  the  West,  so  has  our  professional  standing 
been  exalted  above  that  of  our  brethren  in  many  other  States  and 
Territories.  But  this  prominence  is  passing  from  us.  Through  the  in- 
fluence of  the  American  Medical  Association,  there  is  a  reviving  in- 
fluence abroad,  co-extensive  with  our  broad  national  domain,  moving 
"  the  mass  of  medical  society  to  its  very  depths."  Those  who  have 
more  recently  entered  upon  the  race  are  outstripping  the  old  stagers, 
so  that  unless  we  speedily  arouse  ourselves  from  our  lethargy,  we 
shall  find  our  brethren  in  other  States  excelling  us,  as  the  lofty  sum- 
its  of  the  Alleghanies  rise  above  our  liliputian  hills. 

It  will  not  answer  for  us  to  be  doing  just  what  our  fathers  have  done. 
There  is  no  remaining  in  statu  quo.  Unless  we  advance  we  retro- 
grade, relatively  if  not  positively. 

There  is  a  principle  of  miserable  conservatism,  or  more  properly, 
if  not  classically,  called  old  fogyism,  prevalent  in  our  profession.  A 
disposition  to  maintain  our  medical  organization  in  the  form  handed 
down  to  us  by  our  fathers  as  one  too  sacred  to  be  amended.  If  you 
will  look  over  the  records  of  our  society  for  the  last  twelve  years,  you 
will  find  several  movements  for  changes  in  our  medical  organization, 
the  objects  of  which  were  to  create  a  more  general  interest  throughout 
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the  profession,  in  the  objects  and  pursuits  of  the  society.  You  will 
find,  also,  that  they  have  almost  uniformlj  been  voted  down.  Some 
of  them  are  so  important  that  I  should  recommend  them  for  your  con- 
sideration had  not  sentence  already  been  pronounced  against  them. 
We  are  not  all  perfectionists.  Let  us,  then,  look  with  favor  upon  sug- 
gestions made  by  any  member  for  improvement  in  our  medical  organ- 
ization. If  they  appear  crude  and  objectionable,  let  them  be  thor- 
oughly discussed  and  amended  from  year  to  year,  if  necessary,  till 
they  are  so  far  perfected  that  a  majority  shall  be  convinced  they  are 
real  improvements. 

A  few  of  the  sons  of  Connecticut  have  made  a  liberal  sacrifice  of 
time  and  money  to  attend  upon  the  meetings  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion. Some  have  been  active  on  committees,  and  two  or  three  articles 
have  been  written  by  different  individuals  for  publication  in  the  trans- 
actions, but  we  have  not,  as  members  of  the  faculty  in  this  state,  taken 
that  high  stand  which  might  have  been  expected  of  us,  considering 
our  previous  history.  It  is  not  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil.  We  must 
arouse  ourselves  with  all  the  energy  in  our  power,  for  the  reputation 
of  our  profession,  in  this  State,  depends  upon  our  decision  and  action. 

I  regret  to  say  that  there  is,  in  many  places,  a  great  reluctance  on 
the  part  of  members  in  assuming  any  responsibility,  or  in  engaging 
in  any  labor,  on  committee  or  as  individuals,  in  collecting  and  record- 
ing facts  and  statistics  necessary  to  advance  medical  science.  If  a 
subject  is  brought  forward  for  investigation,  those  appointed  to  perform 
the  labor  do,  in  too  many  instances,  ask  to  be  excused,  or  if  accepting, 
will  neglect  to  perform  the  labor  requisite  to  accomplish  the  end  de- 
sired. 

Every  member  of  this  society  will  doubtless  claim  that  he  is  in  fa- 
vor of  every  real  improvement,  and  is  ready  to  hail  with  delight  any- 
thing which  even  promises  to  advance  the  healing  art.  But  I  appeal 
to  your  experience,  gentlemen,  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  every  reformer, 
every  one  who  proposes  a  radical  change  in  the  treatment  of  any  dis- 
ease, or  any  great  change  in  long  established  usages  and  practices,  has 
for  a  time,  at  least,  to  encounter  an  unnecessary  amount  of  abuse  be- 
fore his  plan  or  improvement,  though  worthy  of  our  highest  regards, 
can  be  established.  It  is  right  and  reasonable,  yea,  more,  it  is  our  im- 
perative duty,  to  examine,  with  scrupulous  care,  every  change  pro- 
posed in  a  practice  which  has  had,  for  a  long  time,  the  sanction  of  our 
profession ;  but  let  us  look  with  favor  upon  every  proposed  improve- 
ment or  discovery  till  it  is  proved  to  be  a  fallacy. 
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An  inordinate  desire  to  do  a  large  and  lacrative  business,  rather 
than  to  do  what  is  done  in  the  best  possible  manner,  is  a  serious  hin- 
drance to  medical  improvement.  We  ought  to  consider  it  an  obliga- 
tion binding  upon  us  not  to  assume  greater  responsibilities  than  we 
are  able  to  meet  with  fidelity  and  ability.  Every  case  should  be  atten- 
tively and  thoroughly  investigated,  according  to  its  importance,  before 
seeking  new  cases. 

In  many  towns  throughout  our  State  there  is  a  spirit  of  rivalry  and 
petty  jealousy,  between  brethren,  which  is  greatly  annoying  and  dis- 
graceful to  those  engaged  in  it,  and  a  bar  to  all  improvement  You 
will  too  frequently  find  a  physician  of  some  ability  showing  an  amount 
of  shrewdness  and  tact  in  supplanting  a  rival,  or  gaining  a  temporary 
advantage  over  a  neighbor,  which  if  rightly  directed,  would  place 
him  high  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession.  It  is  better  to  suffer  a  little 
from  such  a  man  than  to  enter  into  a  contest  with  him. 

I  am  satisfied  there  is  much  less  of  this  spirit  in  the  profession  than 
formerly.  I  rejoice  to  say  tliere  are  many  towns,  villages,  and  cities, 
where  there  is  a  very  pleasant  and  friendly  feeling  between  medical 
brethren,  each  having  regard  to  the  reputation  of  his  brother,  not 
unmindful  of  the  injunction  of  the  apostle,  ''Let  each  esteem  others 
better  than  themselves ;"  "  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things, 
but  every  man  also  on  the  things  of  others." 

The  system  of  medical  police  adopted  by  this  society,  October, 
1817,  and  the  code  of  medical  ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, adopted  and  published  by  this  society  in  1854,  are  founded 
upon  just  and  equitable  principles,  conducive  alike  to  the  interest  of 
each  member  of  the  profession  and  the  community.  These  regula- 
tions are  so  recuonahle,  as  well  as  just,  that  every  one  should  enter 
fully  into  the  spirit  of  these  requirements.  But  we  regret  to  say  they 
are  too  oflen  violated,  and  occasionally  by  those  of  whom  we  might 
expect  better  things.  Now  and  then  one  who  has  been  honored  by 
appointment  to  important  offices  in  this  society,  will  consult  with  an 
irregular,  or  what  is  equally  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  law,  visit 
his  patient,  make  a  prescription,  and  leave  the  patient  in  his  hand.  I 
think  you  would  most  effectually  put  down  this  form  of  quackery  by  a 
by-law  excluding  such  persons  from  office  in  this  society. 

Our  profession  suffi3i*s  for  the  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of 
many  members  to  the  proper  regulation  of  the  diet  and  exercise  of 
their  patients.  Owing  to  this,  many  a  chronic  case,  which  is  almost 
cured,  the  disease  perhaps  eradicated^  so  that  if  the  patient  was  kept 
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upon  a  well  regulated  system  of  diet  and  exercise,  restoration  to 
comfortable,  if  not  perfect  health,  would  be  the  happ)  result ;  yet  for 
the  want  of  such  a  course,  goes  into  the  hands  of  irregular  practition- 
ers, who  have  the  credit  of  the  cure. 

I  am  perfectly  aware,  from  painful  experience,  of  the  difficulty  of 
carrying  out  this  plan  in  private  practice ;  but  we  must  do  what  we 
can,  and  cases  that  cannot  be  managed  should  be  sent  to  some  hospi- 
tal, or  what  would  be  better  in  many  cases,  to  some  private  institu- 
tion, were  we  fortunate  to  have  one  under  the  care  of  some  brother 
qualified  and  prepared  to  manage  such  patients. 

What  benefit  is  derived  from  treatment  in  Hydropathic,  Motopa- 
thic,  and  other  partial  systems,  is  due  almost  exclusively  to  a  regular 
plan  of  diet  and  exercise. 

Passing  through  the  south  part  of  this  city  (Hartford)  a  few  years 
since,  I  saw  before  me  what  appeared  in  the  distance  to  be  a  private 
mansion,  but  having  a  sign  over  its  principal  entrance,  which  as  I 
approached  nearer,  I  found  to  be,  "  Home  for  the  Sick." 

Upon  one,  who  had  practiced  many  years  in  a  thriving  village, 
where  great  numbers  of  youths  of  both  sexes  coming  in,  obtaining  lodg- 
ing as  they  could,  some  crowded  into  small  attic  chambers,  among 
strangers,  destitute  of  all  those  conveniences  or  comforts  so  important 
in  sickness,  such  a  sign  made  a  deep  impression — Home  for  the  Sick ! 
How  many  young  men,  and  young  women  too,  have  suffered,  and 
perhaps  died,  for  the  want  of  a  home  when  sick  ?  How  many  single 
persons  of  both  sexes,  and  of  all  ages,  though  in  their  native  towns, 
have  suffered,  and  are  suffering,  because  they  have  no  home  when 
sick? 

I  understand  the  citizens  of  Hartford  have  raised  their  '^  Home  for 
the  Sick"  to  the  dignity  of  a  Hospital.  I  would  advise  them  to  retain 
the  original  name,  for  many  persons  have  strong  prejudice  against  a 
hospital,  unreasonable,  yet  real,  that  would  not  exist  towards  a  "Home 
for  the  Sick." 

Our  records  will  show  that  such  hospitab  as  we  have  in  Connecti- 
cut, the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  and  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
owe  their  existence  in  no  small  degree  to  this  society,  or  members  of 
our  profession.  If  we  are  to  have  homes  for  the  sick  established,  as 
they  should  be,  in  all  our  principal  towns  and  villages,  you,  gentle- 
men, and  your  associates,  must  commence  and  carry  on  the  work. 
The  funds  must  come  from  benevolent  individuals,  from  state  and 
town  authorities,  but  the  real  work  must  be  performed  by  our  pro- 
fession. 
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I  have  pointed  out  a  few  of  the  obstacles  which  impede  the  pro- 
gress of  the  society  and  prevent  the  greatest  improvement  of  individ- 
ual members. 

I  have  also  in  connection  with  the  statement  of  the  difficulties,  men- 
tioned incidentally  some  of  the  remedies.  It  remains  to  inquire  what 
further  action  is  necessary  to  remove  these  evils  and  promote  the 
greatest  possible  advancement  of  the  society. 

Were  I  merely  to  call  your  attention  to  a  dissertation  delivered 
before  this  society  ten  years  since,  by  our  esteemed  friend,  E.  K. 
Hunt,  M.  D.,  of  this  city,  and  secure  your  earnest  and  undivided 
efforts  to  adopt  and  carry  out  in  full  all  the  important  suggestions 
therein  contained,  I  should  have  done  much  towards  removing  the 
obstacles  I  have  named,  and  place  our  society  in  that  high  and  com- 
manding position  it  should  occupy.  I  have  been  surprized  that  so 
little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  important  matters  contained  in  his 
dissertation. 

Those  urging  the  importance  of  raising  the  standard  of  medical 
education,  have  received  attention  in  the  National  Association,  and 
those  relating  to  biographical  notices  of  deceased  physicians,  have 
within  the  last  few  years  received  attention  in  our  society.  The  san- 
itary reports  from  Hartford  County,  the  last  two  years,  are  in  accord- 
ance with  the  ideas  suggested  in  the  dissertation. 

In  the  Transaction  of  the  Amdrican  Medical  Association  for  1856, 
nine  years  after  the  publication  of  the  dissertation,  there  is  a  report 
from  the  committee  on  plans  and  organization  for  state  and  county 
societies,  (page  395)  in  which  you  will  find  the  same  ideas  clothed  in 
very  similar  language,  urging  the  importance  of  clpse  observation  by 
individual  members,  of  the  greatest  number  of  definite  and  authorized 
facts,  to  bo  received  and  collated  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose.  These  to  be  subjects  for  discussion  at  the  County  meeting, 
amended  if  necessary,  and  then  forwarded  to  the  State  Society.  It 
is  urged  by  both  that  the  reading  and  discussion  of  these  reports  will 
add  greatly  to  the  interest  of  our  County  and  State  meetings,  now  so 
dry  and  formal. 

The  following  are  the  third  and  sixth  resolutions  presented  by  the 
above  named  committee,  which  I  transcribe  for  your  consideration  : 

^^ Resolved,  That  this  association  also  earnestly  recommend  to  local  or 
county  societies  to  incorporate  into  their  constitution  or  by-laws,  pro- 
visions for  making  it  the  duty  of  each  of  their  members  to  keep  at 
least  a  brief  record  of  all  cases  occurring  in  his  practice,  depending 
upon  endemic  or  general  causes,  and  report  at  least  annually  to  a 
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committee  of  the  society  to  which  he  belongs,  the  number  or  per 
centage  of  different  diseases  occurring  each  month,  together  with  the 
particular  type  of  each  disease,  the  chief  modifying  circumstances 
under  which  it  occurred,  the  general  plan  of  treatment,  and  the  result 
of  the  cases ;  and  also  that  these  societies  make  provision  for  the 
collection  of  such  committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive  and 
collate  such  reports,  arranging  them  in  due  form,  and  adding  such 
remarks  as  may  assist  to  their  proper  understanding,  and  to  transmit 
them  annually  thus  arranged  to  a  committee  of  the  State  Society,  to 
which  the  local  or  county  shall  be  auxiliary ;  and  this  association  fur- 
ther reconunends  that  the  State  Societies  make  provision  in  their  con- 
stitution or  by-laws,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  receive  such  reports  from  the  local  or  county  societies,  to 
again  arrange  with  other  reports,  from  similar  societies,  placing  them 
in  a  condensed  or  tabulated  form,  and  report  them  annually,  with 
proper  remarks,  to  a  committee  of  this  association,  to  which  the  State 
Societies  are  recommended  to  become  auxiliary." 

^^Mesolvedj  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  association,  it  would  tend  to 
the  production  of  papers  of  greater  merit,  and  increase  the  interest  of 
the  meetings  of  local  or  county  societies,  if  those  papers  possessing 
peculiar  merit  were  referred  to  the  State  Society  as  mark  of  honor 
and  to  be  incorporated  into  their  proceedings  if  deemed  worthy." 

It  is  for  you,  gentlemen,  to  decide  whether  it  is  expedient  at 
this  time  to  recommend  to  the  members  of  this  society,  through  the 
county  societies,  the  observation  and  collection  of  such  facts.  The 
days  of  theorizing  and  speculation  in  medicine,  we  trust,  are  past. 
We  can  expect  to  improve  the  science  of  medicine  only  upon  tlie 
inductive  method — the  collection  of  the  largest  number  of  facts. 
Those  that  can  and  should  be  collected  by  each  and  every  member  of 
this  society  in  the  various  localities  where  they  reside,  among  a  pop- 
ulation living  and  dying  under  all  the  diversified  circumstances  which 
exist  in  our  communities,  would  be  of  the  most  important  character ; 
altogether  more  valuable  than  those  occurring  among  such  a  class  of 

persons  as  are  usually  found  in  larse  hospitals. 

The  plan  carried  out  will  requu-e  great  labor ;  so  great  that  we 

cannot  expect  to  do  all  we  wish  at  once.     It  will  be  a  work  of  years 

to  perfect  the  system,  but  this  should  not  deter  us  from  commencing 

the  enterprize.     Those  advanced  in  life  may  never  acquire  the  habit 

of  recording  their  observation,  but  to  our  younger  brethren  we  look 

with  hope. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  plan  of  sanitary  reports, 
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80  auspiciouslj  commenced  in  Hartford  county,  and  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  each  county  of  the  State,  hy  this  society  at  their  convention 
two  years  since,  have  received  so  little  attention  from  individual  mem- 
bers or  from  county  societies.  We  trust  these  recommendations  will 
not  long  remain  unheeded. 

All  our  county  societies,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  plan  proposed, 
will  find  it  necessary  to  have  two,  and  probably  more  frequent  meet- 
ings, each  year.  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  some  counties  have  recent- 
ly decided  upon  more  frequent  meetings. 

Through  the  influence  of  members  of  our  profession  we  fortunately 
have  in  Connecticut  a  registry  law,  which  may,  in  its  yet  incipient 
and  imperfect  state,  require  your  constant  watchfulness  and  care,  till 
it  is  more  fully  perfected  and  established. 

I  would  recommend  to  your  notice  the  efforts  now  being  made  for 
the  establishment  in  our  state  of  an  institution  for  the  improvement  of 
that  unfortunate  class,  in  all  communities,  the  imbecile  and  idiotic,  as 
eminently  worthy  of  your  attention.  It  will  be  in  keeping  with  the 
previous  history  of  our  profession,  in  regard  to  kindred  institutions,  to 
give  this  enterprise  your  hearty  and  efficient  support ;  as  I  have* 
before  observed,  our  mutual  organization  might  be  improved. 

If  you  were  to  examine  our  system  with  the  eye  and  experience  of 
a  judicious  surgeon,  you  would  doubtless  find  some  ulcers  requiring 
the  free  application  of  the  caustic ;  some  useless  or  offensive  members 
that  need  the  amputating  knife.  Still  you  will  find  enough  that  can 
now  be  done  to  improve  our  body  corporate  as  at  present  organized. 
We  now  have  the  most  important  organs,  the  bones,  the  cartilage,  the 
tendon,  the  muscle,  and  a  weak  circulation  in  the  heart  and  large 
arteries.  If  we  can  this  day  send  out  from  this  center  of  action  a 
fresh  flow  of  warm  arterial  blood,  coursing  through  the  large  arteries, 
to  the  extremities,  rousing  up  to  intense  action  eveiy  minute  capillary, 
there  will  be  a  happy  return  to  the  cerebral  organ,  giving  them  in- 
creased energy  and  vitality.  If  we  can  start  on  its  course  from  the 
brain  a  full  current  of  nervous  influence  through  the  sympathetic 
nerves,  thrilling  through  every  minute  nervous  filament,  we  shall  soon 
see  the  whole  system,  now  sluggish  and  torpid,  awakened  to  anew  life, 
producing  results  exceeding  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  Wc; 
must  go  to  work  with  all  our  energies  if  we  would  maintain  our  repu- 
tation, or  make  advances  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live.  We  must  be  satisfied  to  see  a  less  number  of  patients, 
that  we  may  observe  better  and  record  the  observation  made.  We 
must  be  willing  to  labor  as  individuals,  and  on  committees,  and  make 
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thorough  work  in  the  reform.     Such  a  course  will  eradicate  all  petty 
jealousies  and  rivalries  between  brethren,  leaving  only  a  fair  and  hon- 
orable competition  for  high  distinction  in  the  profession. 

Gentlemen,  I  trust  you  have  come  here  prepared  to  remain  till 
the  labor  necessary  to  be  accomplished  at  this  Convention,  is  accom- 
plished, even  though  it  should  require  the  remainder  of  the  week. 
And  when  you  have  done  this,  you  are  to  remember  that  your  duties 
as  fellows  do  not  terminate  with  the  close  of  this  Convention.  You 
are  chosen  for  the  year,  liable  to  be  called  together  again  by  your 
President,  should  the  interest  of  the  profession  require  your  attention. 
You  may  have  important  duties  to  perform  in  the  discipline  of  unwor- 
thy members. 

As  you  return  to  the  hills  and  valleys  of  Connecticut  to  resume 
youi*  ordinary  duties,  go  feeling  that  the  interests  of  the  profession  in 
your  several  counties  are  in  an  important  sense  committed  to  your 
care.  Attend  your  county  meetings  to  explmn  and  advocate  such 
measui*e8  as  you  shall  here  recommend  for  their  action,  and  attend  to 
all  the  duties  incumbent  on  you  as  fellows,  till  others  are  elected  to  fill 
your  places. 

In  conclusion,  brethren,  permit  me  to  say,  we  are  constantly  re- 
minded by  the  Providence  of  Grod,  that  our  time  for  labor  here  is 
short  The  returns  of  the  clerks  of  the  several  counties,  to  be  made 
this  day,  will  show  that  a  number,  not  small,  have  fallen  in  our  ranks 
during  the  year  now  past 

Three  of  these  require  particular  notice  at  this  time,  their  names 
being  on  our  most  important  Standing  Committees.  The  death  of  one 
of  these,  David  Harrison,  M.  D.,  of  Middletown,  comes  near  the 
speaker,  and  to  at  least  two  other  members  of  this  Convention.  He 
was  our  class-mate,  a  pleasant  and  a  warm  friend,  for  a  period  reaching 
near  to  one-third  of  a  century.  Another,  Reynold  Webb,  M.  D.,  of 
Madison,  a  few  years  our  senior,  an  acquaintance  of  over  tliirty  years. 
The  last  fifleen  years  residing  in  the  same  county,  our  intercourse  has 
been  frequent  and  pleasant  We  always  expected  to  meet  him  at  our 
county  meeting.  If  we  were  disappointed,  it  was  an  exception, 
not  the  rule.  He  was  oflen  a  prominent  member  of  this  Convention. 
That  noble  form  and  familiar  face  we  shall  see  no  more.  May  we 
imitate  all  that  is  ennobling  and  elevating  in  their  characters.  The 
other  brother,  we  remember,  as  one  who  has  battled  long  and  manfully 
with  a  fatal  disease,  to  which  he  at  last  was  obliged  to  yield. 

We  have  to  deal  with  an  enemy  that  cannot,  like  the  soldier  on  the 
battle  field,  be  shot  down,  or  driven  off  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
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and  kept  out  by  ♦fortification.  Unless  we  are  spared  to  wear  out 
bj  the  infirmities  of  age,  or  cut  off  by  the  Providence  of  God,  we 
are  sure  that  the  enemy  we  have  been  fighting  all  our  lives,  will 
at  last  triumph  over  us.  Some  disease  will  defy  our  skill,  however 
eminent,  the  counsel  of  our  brother,  however  wise.  But  we  need  not 
be  troubled  with  this  thought  The  only  perfect  physician  that  has 
been  on  our  earth,  who  could  heal  all  manner  of  disease  with  a 
word,  a  look,  or  the  touch,  when  he  had  accomplished  his  work, 
laid  down  his  life;  a  life  that  no  man  had  power  to  take,  except 
it  were  given  him  from  above.  May  we  all,  when  in  health,  pre- 
pare to  meet  the  last  enemy,  so  that  we  may  at  last  enter  that 
world  where  wo  shall  not  hear  the  groans  of  the  sick,  the  sighs 
of  the  broken  hearted,  or  the  ravings  of  the  maniac ;  where  all  is 
holiness  and  happiness;  whose  inhabitants  never  say  they  are  sick. 


DISSERTATION, 

BY  BENJAMIN  D.  DEAN,  M.  D. 


Mr,  President^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  State  Medical  Society  : 

Another  year  has  quickly  fled.  Its  brief,  fleeting  hours,  whether 
laden  with  joy  or  sorrow,  prosperity  or  adversity,  are  now  past,  min- 
gling in  eternity's  ocean,  with  those  beyond  the  flood.  And  thus,  year 
after  year  has  swiftly  glided  away,  till  now  we  are  permitted  by  the 
record  of  our  doings  on  this  occasion,  to  acknowledge  with  due  rever- 
ence the  return  of  the  sixty-fifth  anniversary  of  our  State  Medical 
Society.  Its  origin  being  contemporaneous  with  the  early  struggles 
of  our  American  Republic,  and  founded  by  those  of  our  Profession, 
who  acted  well  their  part  in  establishing  the  free  institutions  we  now 
enjoy,  and  possessing,  as  it  does,  many  features,  analogous  to  the  re- 
turn of  our  individual,  or  national  birth-day,  it  should  ever  be  held  in 
honored  remembrance  by  us,  and  our  successors.  Besides,  it  renders 
us  important  service  in  forming  new  friendships  and  rene^ving  old 
ones.  Its  annual  return  cheers  the  mind  with  many  happy  reminis- 
cences, by  inclining  us  to  review  our  professional  associations  of  the 
past.  In  fact,  it  forms  a  milestone,  a  landmark  in  our  career  of  miti- 
gating the  ills  of  man,  which  cluster  so  thickly  around  his  whole 
pathway  in  this  life.  Therefore,  let  us  all,  whether  present  or  absent, 
cherish  it  with  renewed  interest. 

Without  further  detaining  you  with  preliminaries,  permit  me  to  an- 
nounce, that  the  "  Medical  Profession"  will  constitute  the  theme  of 
my  remarks  on  this  occasion. 

In  my  arrangement  of  this  subject  for  your  consideration,  I  propose 
to  notice  briefly  its  Hietory^  Present  Position,  and  Prospective  At- 
tainments. 

The  history  of  all  departments  of  art  and  science,  is  replete  with 
interest  to  those  who  seek  for  knowledge,  amid  the  mouldering  ruins 
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and  buried  treasures  of  the  past.  Such  in  their  researches  are 
guided  and  allured  backward  down  the  course  of  time,  by  an  occa- 
sional beacon-light  whose  somber  radiance  is  in  striking  contrast 
with  the  darkness  so  visible  along  the  steep  declivity  of  receding 
centuries.  And  fortunate,  indeed,  is  it,  that  such  aid,  however  limited, 
is  vouchsafed  from  generation  to  generation,  and  that  the  noblest 
results  are  sometimes  secured  through  the  influence  of  the  humblest 
instrumentality.  And,  cheering  is  the  fact,  that  here  and  there, 
through  all  the  long  and  vai-ied  record  of  the  past,  some  frag- 
ment of  departing  worth  has  been  wrested  from  the  otherwise 
universal  and  engulfing  vortex  of  oblivion's  night  And  thus  it  is, 
that  the  condition  of  our  race,  past,  present,  and  future,  is  inseparably 
united,  each  influencing  in  their  turn,  those  that  succeed  them.  And 
w(*ll  it  is,  that  the  present  is  in  continued  dependence  on  the  past,  and 
the  future  on  the  present.  For,  were  this  bond  of  union  severed,  the 
wisdom  and  experience  of  past  ages  would  prove  of  no  practical 
service  to  us,  nor  would  the  events  and  acquirements  of  our  times, 
influence  the  condition  of  countless  generations  that  are  sure  to  fol- 
low us  during  the  lapse  of  a  mysterious  future. 

The  history  of  our  Profession,  during  those  remote  ages,  which 
constitute  and  environ  the  antedeluvian  world,  for  a  period  of  more 
than  twenty  centuries,  is  veiled  in  the  darkest  obscurity.  The  mind 
is  beclouded  in  the  wildest  conjecture,  in  contemplating  the  position 
and  attainments,  that  had  been  made  in  medical  science,  among  that 
long  list  of  kingdoms  and  empires,  that  arose  and  fell  during  those 
primeval  ages,  without  leaving  a  single  footprint  to  tell  of  their 
grandeur,  dominion,  and  duration,  ere  they  were  entombed  in  one 
common  deluge«  And  yet,  that  is  not  sufficient  evidence  for  us  to 
doubt  its  existence  and  success,  through  so  long  and  obscure  a  period 
of  the  world's  history.  The  chief  wants  and  requirements  for  the 
comfort  of  man,  have  possessed  the  strongest  analogy  through  all 
time.  He  has  required  food  and  raiment,  repose  and  shelter  in  all 
ages,  and  in  all  climes.  Endowed  with  the  great  elements  of  man- 
hood, though  clothed  in  the  feebleness  of  infancy,  he  has  arisen 
to  power,  and  possession.  And  in  all  his  prosperity  or  adversity, 
disease  and  death,  in  their  numberless  forms,  at  times  stealthily, 
and  again  abruptly  approaching  their  victims,  have  been  no  strangers 
to  him.  Indeed,  it  is  reasonable  for  us  to  suppose,  that  he  has  ever 
struggled  and  labored  to  find  some  safe  retreat  from  foes  that  so  fre- 
quently and  successfully  attack  the  citadel  of  life.  For,  the  law  of 
self-preservation  is,  and  probably  ever  has  been,  acknowledged  a  con* 
troling  element  in  guiding  man's  individual  action.    Acting  almost 
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by  intuition  from  the  deduction  of  such  an  hypothesis,  we  are  forced 
to  the  conclusion,  that  the  virtue  of  medicine  has  long  been  acknowl- 
edged by  mankind.  Indeed,  I  feel  justified  in  claiming  its  origin  and 
achievements  to  have  been  cotemporaneous  and  coextensive  with 
the  race  of  man,  since  the  decree  of  "  dust  thou  art,"  was  written  on 
his  brow.  Its  commencement  and  early  development  must  have 
been  humble.  A  few  simple  remedies  might  have  been  used  by  ac- 
cident, and  the  ordinary  application  of  these,  would  very  naturally 
lead  to  the  examination  of  others  whose  properties  and  influence  on 
disease,  though  briefly  recorded,  could  not  fail  to  increase  the  desire, 
and  extend  the  facilities  of  similar  and  more  thorough  investigations. 
In  this  limited  and  inauspicious  manner,  without  doubt,  the  germ  of 
our  Profession  was  developed,  and  sustained  in  its  infancy.  And  as 
the  decree  was  appointed  unto  all  men,  rich  and  poor,  high  and  low, 
the  noble  and  the  ignoble,  bond  and  free,  it  was  undoubtedly  cultiva- 
ted with  great  zeal  and  unanimity,  and  its  application  and  apprecia- 
tion must  have  become  universal  at  an  early  day.  Among  every 
nation,  tribe,  and  people,  some  were  to  be  found  who  were  considered 
competent  to  practice  the  healing  art.  And,  thus,  as  we  look  down 
through  the  long  gloomy  vista  of  centuries,  we  can  discover  the  early 
foundation  of  that  noble  structure,  the  Medical  Profession,  which  now 
encircles  the  globe — modest  and  unassuming  in  its  primitive  history, 
like  the  development  of  the  oak  from  the  acorn,  whose  numerous, 
deep,  and  far-reaching  fibers  firmly  sustain  the  trunk,  with  its  many 
outstretched  arms  proudly  defying  the  storms  of  many  generations. 

We  learn  from  history,  in  tracing  the  progress  of  events,  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  race,  from  the  earliest  record  which  has  come  down 
to  modem  times,  that  to  ancient  Egypt  belongs  the  enduring  fame  of 
being  the  earliest  effectual  patron  of  Medical  Science.  Here,  in  this 
land  of  Pyramids,  whose  lofty  proportions  and  artistic  grandeur  can 
never  be  excelled,  the  arts  and  sciences  were  early  and  successfully 
cultivated.  And  in  the  development  of  all  the  elements  for  the 
comfort  and  improvement  of  the  race,  it  is  a  proud  fact  for  us  to  know, 
that  our  Profession  was  not  left  uncared  for  and  forgotten.  Although 
we  can  not  instance  the  names  of  its  most  honored  members,  as  in 
more  recent  periods,  still,  the  fact  which  I  have  already  affirmed,  can 
not  be  successfully  questioned.  For  we  have  the  evidence  of  Hero- 
dotus on  this  point,  a  Grecian  historian,  who  lived  in  the  fifth  century 
before  the  Christian  era ;  and  whom  Cicero  calls  the  Father  of  His- 
tory. He  says,  ^^  that  the  science  of  Medicine  received  so  much  at- 
tention, that  in  the  practice  of  the  art,  the  division  of  labor  appears 
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to  have  been  carried  as  far  as  in  modem  times.  That  one  physician 
was  confined  to  the  study  and  management  of  one  disease ;  that  some 
attended  to  the  diseases  of  the  eyes,  some  took  care  of  the  teeth,  while 
many  attended  to  the  cure  of  maladies  which  were  less  conspicu- 
ous." 

Division  of  labor,  to  this  extent,  could  not  have  been  estabhshed 
and  maintained  among  any  other  than  a  refined  and  highly  civilized 
people.  In  the  infancy  of  society,  every  man  employs  himself  in  all 
the  departments  of  industry,  which  are  requisite  for  the  supply  of  his 
immediate  wants.  As  society  advances,  the  various  arts  and  profes- 
sions arise,  and  with  the  progress  of  refinement,  these  necessarily 
undergo  various  subdivisions  ;  but  we  do  not  look  for  this  division  to 
be  carried  to  its  ultimate  limits  except  in  the  most  advanced  stages  of 
civilization.  That  the  Medical  Profession  has  ever  maintained  an 
honorable  position  among  mankind,  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  is  made 
fully  evident  from  the  fact  of  its  sacred  associations,  at  the  earliest 
period  from  which  history  or  tradition  reveals  its  success  to  us.  In 
the  primitive  ages  of  Egyptian  history,  its  members  were  robed  with 
the  prerogatives  of  the  cloister.  They  administered  aid  and  relief  to 
the  body  as  well  as  the  soul.  Indeed,  the  priests  of  those  days  were 
almost  exclusively  the  representatives  of  science  and  learning  in  all 
their  varied  departments.  They  were  the  physicians,  judges,  astrono- 
mers, architects  and  rulers.  At  what  date  this  state  of  things  ceased 
to  exist,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  us  to  determine.  But  it  is  very  evi- 
dent that  a  long  time  must  have  elapsed  alter  the  study  and  practice 
of  medicine  had  been  recognized  a  separate  profession,  before  the 
wants  of  society  demanded  that  variety  of  practitioners  in  its  several 
departments,  which  existed,  as  we  have  already  instanced,  among  the 
early  Egyptians,  more  than  forty  centuries  ago.  But  this  people,  with 
all  their  wealth  and  refinement,  their  attainments  in  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences, their  gorgeous  temples  and  lofty  pyramids,  were  not  permitted 
to  escape  the  changes  and  decay,  which  are  so  visibly  written  on  ter- 
restrial objects.  Yes,  the  glory  of  this  once  favored  land,  whose  wide- 
spread civilization  and  scientific  institutions  have  influenced  the  prog- 
ress of  the  race  in  subsequent  ages,  at  length  reached  its  culmina- 
tion. And  in  the  decline  that  soon  followed,  of  the  vital  elements 
which  constituted  its  greatness,  the  Medical  Profession  shared  in  the 
same  general  wreck.  But  the  light  that  sustained  and  guided  the 
interests  of  medical  science  then,  was  only  dimmed,  not  extinguished. 
For  in  later  times,  and  among  another  people,  its  rays,  with  stronger 
effulgence,  were  destined  to  illuminate  the  pathway  of  man. 
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In  tracing  the  progress  of  our  Profession,  after  ceasing  to  linger 
amid  the  ruins  and  buried  treasures  of  a  nation,  which  occupies  so 
conspicuous  a  position  in  the  annals  of  both  sacred  and  profane  his- 
tory, the  mind  is  very  naturally  directed  by  its  success,  to  ancient 
Greece.  Here  the  most  reliable  early  record  of  Medical  Science  is 
traceable.  And  much  of  its  later  history  is  closely  blended  with  the 
noble  institutions  of  that  classic  land, — a  land  proudly  distinguished 
for  its  poets  and  philosophers,  its  science  and  song,  its  orators,  heroes, 
and  statesmen, 
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*^  Clime  of  the  unforgotten  brave  ! 
Whose  land  from  plain  to  mountain-cave 
Was  freedom's  home,  or  glory's  grave." 

The  history  of  this  once  powerful  people,  dates  more  than  eighteen 
centuries  anterior  to  the  Christian  Era.  It  is  envii'oned  with  thrilling 
events,  and  instructive  lessons.  Here  literature,  and  the  arts  and 
sciences,  were  generally  and  successfully  cultivated.  Here  the  Medi- 
cal Profession  found  a  genial  soil,  and  its  members  held  no  ordinary 
position  in  rank  or  power.  In  many  instances  they  were  the  rulers 
of  the  people.  And  such  was  the  degree  of  respect  and  reverence 
to  which  they  attained  as  a  class,  that  the  memories  of  some  of  the 
most  eminent  among  them,  were  constituted  objects  of  worship  after 
death.  Thus  it  was  with  Esculapius,  a  surgeon  of  high  attainments 
in  his  day,  who  received  the  homage  of  the  profession  to  that  extent, 
as  to  be  honored  and  worshiped  as  the  God  of  medicine ;  and  whose 
name  has  been  preserved  through  the  darkness  and  mutation  of  cen- 
turies, during  the  rise  and  fall  of  Empires,  and  is  now  acknowledged 
with  pride  and  reverence. 

The  honors  and  emoluments  of  the  Profession,  were,  for  several 
centuries,  hereditary  in  certain  distinguished  families  of  the  priest- 
hood, who,  by  their  devotion  to  the  cultivation  of  medical  science, 
acquired  a  brilliant  name.  One  of  these  families,  descending  from 
Esculapius,  far  excelled  all  others  in  the  enduring  reputation  its  mem- 
bers won  in  the  healing  art  This  one  was  that  of  which  Hippocra- 
tes was  a  member.  This  renowned  family  maintained  a  prominent 
|K)sition  for  a  period  of  three  hundred  years ;  and  during  that  time 
furnished  seven  members  of  our  Profession,  who  were  highly 
honored,  and  without  doubt  justly  entitled  to  the  many  flattering 
encomiums  that  have  been  bestowed  on  their  memories.  Undoubt- 
edly, this  is  the  only  instance  in  the  long  and  varied  annals  of  medi- 
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cine,  wherein  one  family  has  maintained  equal  prominence  during 
three  consecutive  centuries.  Thej  were  alike  celebrated  for  their 
skill  and  their  writings  on  medical  subjects.  Collectively  they  have 
the  credit,  as  a  family,  of  being  the  authors  of  seventy-two  works. 

The  first  of  the  family  of  whom  history  furnishes  any  record, 
flourished  about  five  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ.  And, 
as  the  sequel  proved,  the  success  of  his  labors,  in  a  measure  pre- 
pared the  way  for  one  who  was  destined  to  establish  a  new  era  in 
medicine,  as  the  second  of  that  name,  grandson  of  the  first,  far 
excelled  all  others  in  brilliancy  of  mind  and  knowledge  of  disease. 
He  was  bom  in  the  Island  of  Cos,  four  hundred  and  sixty  years  pre- 
vious to  the  Christian  era.  By  his  mother,  he  is  classed  as  a  descend- 
ant of  Hercules,  and  according  to  the  genealogy  of  those  times,  he  is 
considered  as  the  eighteenth  lineal  descendant  from  Esculapius.* 
Therefore  his  natural  position  in  the  world,  aside  from  the  acquire- 
ments to  which  he  attained,  gave  additional  chai*acter  to  the  services 
which  he  rendered  for  the  improvement  of  our  Profession. 

In  his  investigations  of  the  science  and  practice  of  medicine,  he 
saw  much  that  had  received  the  confidence  and  approbation  of  the 
earlier  practitioners,  to  which  he  could  not  assent — ^much  that  had  the 
semblance  of  truth,  but  which  his  acute,  penetrating  mind,  decided  to 
be  error.  He  was  fully  competent  for  this  important  work.  He  pos- 
sessed the  true  elements  of  character,  necessary  to  constitute  him  a 
successful  pioneer,  and  guide  to  our  profession  for  all  coming  ages. 
His  medical  aphorisms,  his  discovery  of  the  recuperative  power  of 
nature,  as  witnessed  in  the  ^'  vis  medicatrix  naturae,"  and  Ms  demon- 
stration of  the  critical  days,  in  acute  diseases,  wrought  a  mighty 
change  in  the  theory  and  treatment  of  disease  among  his  contempora- 
ries ;  and  have  since  exerted  a  wide  and  healthful  influence  in  estab- 
lishing the  present  basis  of  medical  science. 

Little  was  correctly  known  of  the  true  anatomical  structure  of 
man,  at  the  period  of  our  profession  just  noticed.  It  is  not  dlfiicult 
for  us  to  account  for  this  state  of  things,  when  we  consider  the  gene- 
ral prejudice,  and  even  superstitious  notions  entertained  by  the  whole 
people,  relative  to  dissecting  the  human  body.  A  more  rational 
view  of  this  subject  became  prevalent,  however,  soon  after  the  exten- 
sive conquests  of  Alexander.  During  his  reign,  and  that  of  his  im- 
mediate successors,  the  department  of  Anatomy  received  much  prac- 


*  He  could  boast  of  a  noble  ancestry,  dating  back  through  the  changes 
and  struggles  of  more  than  twelve  centuries. 
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tical  attention.  Its  study  was  thoroughly  cultivated  at  Alexandria 
under  the  administrative  rule  of  the  Ptolemys.  Under  the  liheral 
patronage  of  the  first  of  these  sovereigns,  it  commanded  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Profession^  to  that  extent,  as  to  secure  a  favorable  esti- 
mate of  its  vital  importance  by  the  people  generally.  Consequently 
what  would  have  been  considered  a  high  penal  offence  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  true  interests  of  medical  science  in  Hippocrates' 
day,  soon  became  the  favored  theme  and  study  of  the  profession* 
Extremes  followed  close  upon  one  another,  as  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pen in  more  modem  times.  The  subject  was  prosecuted  with  such 
zeal  and  minuteness,  it  is  recorded,  that  Herophilus,  a  highly  cele- 
brated Anatomist  who  flourished  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
after  the  birth  of  Hippocrates,  dissected  even  living  criminals. 

The  Romans,  as  a  nation,  when  we  consider  the  degree  of  pros- 
perity they  enjoyed,  and  the  immense  controlling  influence  they  ex- 
erted over  other  nations  for  centuries,  deserve  little  or  no  credit  for 
the  meagre  service  they  rendered  in  advancing  eitlier  the  good  repu- 
tation or  usefulness  of  our  profession.  During  the  lapse  of  that 
long  and  eventful  period,  in  which  the  martial  prowess  of  this  brave 
people  swayed  the  imperial  sceptre  over  the  then  known  worid,  little 
advance  was  made  in  the  knowledge  or  treatment  of  disease.  The 
many  elements  of  greatness,  preeminently  enjoyed  by  them,  which 
should  have  been  employed  in  developing  man's  highest  temporal  in- 
terests and  happiness,  were  ruthlessly  submerged  and  forgotten  in  the 
vortex  of  national  ambition  and  aggrandizement.  And  yet  it  is  far 
from  my  intention  to  claim  that  the  wants  of  our  profession  were  en- 
tirely overlooked  during  those  ages  that  witnessed  the  fortunes  and 
reverses  of  this  gigantic  Empire.  For  history  has  preserved  a  few 
names  from  the  general  wreck  of  this  once  favored  nation  of  an- 
tiquity, which  were  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion. Among  this  list,  the  name  of  Ceslsus  deserves,  perhaps,  a  favor- 
able consideration  when  compared  with  his  cotemporaries.  He  wsis 
a  voluminous  writer,  but  did  not  possess  an  inventive,  originative 
mind.  He  was,  beyond  question,  a  great  compiler.  If  he  excelled 
in  any  one  department  more  than  another,  it  was  in  the  province  of 
surgical  subjects. 

In  this  connection,  were  I  to  fail  to  notice,  briefly,  the  claims  to 
which  the  memory  of  Galen  is  entitled  in  this  imperfect  review  of 
medical  history,  I  should  be  sure  not  to  accomplish  fully  my  purpose 
on  this  occasion.  Several  centuries  had  rolled  their  innumerable 
changes  over  the  scenes  of  earth,  during  the  period  that  elapsed  from 
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tbe  death  of  Hippocrates  the  great,  to  the  birth  of  Galen.  This  dis- 
tinguished disciple  of  Esculapius  was  born  in  Asia  Minor,  in  the  year 
131,  ailer  the  appearance  of  that  memorable  star  in  the  east,  which  so 
completely  disturbed  the  equanimity  of  Herod,  and  all  the  Egyptian 
court.  Possessing  rare  intellectual  endowments,  he  would  have  been 
a  valuable  acquisition  to  any  profession.  At  an  early  age,  however, 
he  manifested  a  strong  attachment  for  the  study  of  medicine,  and  soon 
became  distinguished  for  the  sei*vices  he  rendered  in  the  improvement 
of  medical  science.  •  He  was  a  ripe  scholar,  a  ready  writer,  and  a  pro- 
found reasoner.  The  great  principles  embraced  in  the  theory  of  Hip- 
pocrates, he  adopted  and  zealously  advocated ;  and  in  the  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  essays  on  medical  subjects,  which  are  accredited  to  him, 
a  leading  object  seemed  to  be,  to  give  correct  illustrations  of  the  doc- 
trine taught  in  the  labors  of  him  who  will  be  honored  as  the  father  of 
medicine,  so  long  as  the  history  of  our  profession  shall  be  preserved. 
Galen  was  naturally  prompted  to  manifest  more  fervency  in  this  direc- 
tion, for  the  reason  that  a  portion  of  his  cotemporaries,  at  least,  had 
not  only  misunderstood,  but  misrepresented  those  principles  of  the 
great  philosopher  in  medicine,  which  he  held  in  venerated  remem- 
brance. He  attained  the  age  allotted  to  man's  earthly  career,  of 
three  score  yeara  and  ten ;  and  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life, 
his  brilliant  mind  was  closely  occupied  with  the  view  of  advancing 
the  good  reputation  of  the  healing  art  And  safely  it  may  be  said, 
tliat  he  labored  not  in  vain,  for  he  won  his  way  to  a  proud  position, 
among  the  noblest  votaries  of  science  recorded  in  antiquity.  Indeed, 
liis  success  would  appear  commensurate  with  the  aspirations  of  the 
loftiest  ambition ;  for  his  opinions  and  elucidations  of  medical  sci- 
ence bore  almost  undisputed  sway  over  the  medical  profession  during 
more  than  twelve  centuries.  This  may,  in  a  measure,  be  attributable 
to  the  general  abandonment  of  scientific  research,  during  that  period 
of  the  world's  history,  known  as  the  middle  ages,  when  an  almost 
universal  gloom  enveloped  the  mental  world,  obscuring  the  lights  that 
guided  man's  true  elevation  and  progress.  The  decline  and  fall  of  the 
Roman  Empire  directly  preceded,  if  not  the  precursor,  of  that  night 
of  mental  paralysis,  which  extended  its  bhghting,  enervating  influence 
through  centuries,  including  and  entombing  much  of  the  accumulated 
wisdom  and  experience  of  our  profession,  in  the  same  general  wreck. 
During  the  ten  centuries  next  following  this  overthrow  of  empires 
and  dynasties,  a  general  abandonment  of  scientific  research  was  visible 
among  those  who  had  been  its  most  effective  patrons.  From  this 
period  to  the  dawn  of  the  ninth  century,  the  lights  which  had  cheered 
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and  guided  the  interests  of  our  profession,  became  obscured  in  the 
thick  moral  darkness  that  rested  so  heavily  on  the  progress  of  the 
race.     Then  it  was,  as  we  approach  the  noon  of  this  moral  night,  the 
gloom  apparently  becoming  more  dense,  that  the  feeble  rays  of  a 
glimmering  and  unexpected  light  are  visible  in  the  distant  horizon. 
As  distance  lessens,  anxiety  deepens  in  the  mind,  not  unlke  the  solici- 
tude of  the  mariner,  who  for  the  first  time,  without  chart  or  compass, 
approaching  an  unknown  and  rock-bound  coast,  veers   the  course  of 
his  frail,  tempest-tossed  bark,  in  the  direction  of  a  new,  though  unex- 
pected light.     He  cannot  discover,   while  retreat  may  be  possible, 
whether  it  be  true  or  false,  whether  an  omen  of  safety,  or  the  fearful 
precursor  of  inextricable  danger  and  despair.     But  buoyant  with  hope, 
and  spirits  undaunted,  with  his  eye  intently  fixed  on  the  distant  light, 
he  presses  on  through  wind  and  storm,  and  the  discovery  of  a  conti- 
nent rewarded  his  labors.     Imagination  may  picture  a  similar  scene, 
while  the  mind  contemplates  the  doubts  and  uncertainties  that  cluster 
around  the  first  demonstration  which  Arabia  made,  in  the  cultivation 
of  medical  science.     Yes,  the  land  and  descendants  of  Ishmael,  the 
wild  man  of  the  desert,  the  only  nation  in  all  antiquity  that  never 
submitted  to  the  dictations  of  a  foreign  conqueror,  always  free,  and 
thus  will  they  ever  continue,  at  length  became  the  depository  of  let- 
ters,  the   oasis  of  our  profession.      And  the  Arabian   physicians 
deserve  the  gratitude  of  posterity  for  the  unwearied  devotion  they 
manifested,  though  humble  the  result,  in  its  success  and  advancement. 
On  the  revival  of  letters,  Galen  appeared  to  be  held  in  nearly  equal 
reverence  with  Aristotle.     His  reputation  and  position  in  the  medical 
world,  as  the  long  moral  and  mental  night  which  had  hung  like  a 
mantle  over  the  middle  ages,  disappeared,  still  received  the  homage  of 
the  profession.     This  state  of  things  continued  for  a  time.     But  at 
length  the  spell  was  broken.     For  a  class  of  independent  minds  were 
deeply  occupied  in  their  researches  for  the  elevation  and  improve- 
-  ment  of  our  profession.     Their  labors  led  to  important  results.     By 
the  tests  they  instituted,  new  principles  were  developed.     And  per- 
haps no  one  rendered  greater  service  in  this  direction  than  Bacon. 
Long  will  his  noble  influence  be  felt  in  behalf  of  a  sound  basis  of 
rational  philosophy  in  medicine.     He  justly  condemned  the  spirit  of 
superficial  investigations,  and  vague  speculations,  which  constituted  a 
prominent  feature  in  the  labors  of  previous  ages.     He  urged  the  para- 
mount necessity  of  more  careful  attention  to  that  branch  of  medical 
science  known  as  morbid  anatomy.     A  thorough  knowledge  of  this 
department,  in  connection  with  the  proper  study  and  cultivation  of 
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therapeutics,  were  considered  by  him  of  primitive  importance.  And 
in  his  opinion,  the  general  diffusion  of  quackeiy  among  all  classes, 
in  his  day,  resulted  directly  from  the  feeble  efforts  made  for  the 
cultivation  of  these  branches* 

The  writings  of  this  wise  man  oxerted,  unquestionably,  a  powerful 
influence  on  the  mental  culture  and  professional  attainments  of  Har- 
vey and  Sydenham,  who  manifested  such  partiality  and  even  rever- 
ence for  his  system  of  philosophy  in  medicine. 

Since  his  day,  the  several  departments  of  our  science  have  made 
rapid  advancement  in  the  line  of  improvements.  The  discovery  and 
demonstration  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  formed  an  important  era, 
in  the  history  of  our  profession.  It  quickened  and  increased  the 
vitality  of  thought,  and  aroused  the  whole  medical  mind  to  a  higher 
appreciation  of  more  critical  observation.  The  resources  of  chemis- 
try have  been  called  into  requisition  and  have  rendered  important 
service.  The  labors  and  writings  of  Boerhaave,  Haller,  Hunter,  and 
scores  of  others,  are  entitled  to  an  honorable  notice  on  this  occasion  ; 
and  if  time  and  your  patience  would  permit,  a  glance  at  their  his- 
tory might  not  be  wholly  devoid  of  interest  or  profit 

With  the  commencement  of  the  present  century  are  witnessed  im- 
portant developments  of  true  progress  in  medical  science.  It  forms  a 
glorious  era  in  the  annals  of  medicine.  Smce  passing  its  threshold, 
great  influences  have  been  steadily  at  work  to  establish  a  more  reliable 
basis  of  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  disease.  And  much  has  been 
accomplished.  Nor  could  we  have  reasonably  anticipated  a  less 
favorable  result,  when  we  duly  consider  the  zeal  and  ability  that 
have  characterized  the  efforts  of  Laennec,  Prout,  Brodie,  Chambers, 
Liebig,  Marshall  Hall,  and  a  host  of  others,  engaged  in  accompli sh- 
ing  this  noble  work.  And  in  view  of  the  high  position  which  the 
medical  profession  occupies  to-day,  I  feel  safe  in  claiming  that  more 
has  been  done  for  the  improvement  of  medical  science  during  the 
last  half  century,  than  had  been  achieved  in  centuries  previous. 

Nor  has  the  usefulness  of  our  profession  been  limited  to  the  treat- 
ment and  cure  of  physical  disease  alone.  It  has  soared  on  loftier 
wing  to  analyze  and  comprehend  the  subtle  agencies  that  regulate  and 
control  the  complicated  elements  of  mind.  As  the  mind  is  the  noblest 
attribute  in  the  full  development  of  man,  so  do  the  study  and  success- 
ful treatment  of  its  maladies,  constitute  the  crowning  glory  and  proud- 
est mission  of  the  medical  profession. 

Within  a  few  years  past,  the  medical  treatment  of  the  insane  has 
received  the  most  careful  investigation  at  the  hands  of  some  of  the 


^ 


49 

most  gifted  members  of  our  profession.  And  now,  there  are  in  this 
country  alone,  some  forty  Hospitals  or  Retreats  for  the  reception  and 
amelioration  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  our  race.  According  to  the 
reports  of  some  of  the  most  successful  of  these  institutions,  nearly 
fifty  per  cent,  of  the  number  admitted,  has  been  fully  restored  to 
soundness  of  mind.  This  fact  aJone  speaks  npbly  in  behalf  of  the 
evidence  of  improvement  in  our  profession,  during  the  first  half  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  labor  and  liberality 
of  our  profession  in  succoring  and  improving  the  many  unfortunate 
fellow  beings  of  our  race,  do  not  end  here.  For  its  humane  impulses 
are  still  further  warmly  enlisted  to  secure  the  elevation  and  improve- 
ment of  another  class  of  mankmd,  who  have  been  considered,  till 
within  a  few  years,  as  occupants  of  a  sad,  but  irremediable  condition. 
I  refer  to  that  class,  which,  bearing  the  external  signet  of  their  Crea- 
tor, has  existed  in  every  age,  but  whose  imbecility  of  intellect  has 
assigned  them  a  rank  below  the  brute  creation. 

To  be  in  a  state  of  idiocy  was  to  be  in  a  position  far  too  low  to  be 
cheered  by  even  a  single  ray  of  hope.  Thus  for  more  than  six  thou- 
sand years  has  this  earth  of  ours  revolved  around  its  common  center, 
sustaining  beings  in  human  form,  who  were  unconscious  of  life  or  any 
of  its  relations.  But  the  honor  was  reserved  for  our  times  and  age, 
to  witness  the  progress  of  that  science  and  philanthropy  that  would 
circle  the  globe  in  seeking  to  elevate  man  to  his  true  dignity  and  po- 
sition. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  I  have  sketched  imperfectly  the  history  and 
achievements  of  the  noblest  science  that  ever  occupied  the  attention 
of  finite  minds.  We  have  witnessed  some  of  the  many  obstacles  it 
has  overcome  in  attaining  its  present  enviable  position.  No  profes- 
sion has  been  cultivated  with  greater  enthusiasm  and  more  constant 
devotion  than  medicine ;  and  considering  the  degree  of  superstition, 
and  number  of  false  theories  it  has  had  to  encounter  in  all  ages,  none 
has  made  greater  proficiency.  It  has  been  sustained  by  many  pat- 
rons justly  numbered  among  the  most  brilliant  minds  which  this  earth 
has  ever  witnessed — names  identified  with  man's  true  sphere  and  des- 
tiny, and  whose  memories  will  increase  in  grandeur  and  veneration  as 
future  generations  shall  review  the  record  of  the  past 

And  still  the  work  is  not  all  performed,  nor  are  the  noble  aims  of 
our  profession  fully  accomplished.  Although  it  now  occupies,  in  the 
meridian  of  the  nineteenth  century,  a  commanding  and  honorable  po- 
sition, there  are  yet  prouder  heights  to  attain,  and  still  nobler  victo- 
ries to  be  won.    The  whole  profession  should  arouse  itself  to  new 
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and  greater  efforts,  if  its  fbtore  success  would  add  to  the  valae  and 
renown  of  its  past  achieyements. 

False  theories  in  medicine  are  of  luxuriant  growth,  and  have  found 
zealous  advocates  in  all  ages.  And  though  the  fact  is  humiliating,  it  is 
painfully  evident  that  our  own  times  form  no  exception  in  this  partic- 
ular. Empiricism  in  the  practice  <^  medicine,  as  at  present  exhib- 
ited, holds  a  strcmg  position  and  exerts  a  wide  influence.  It  possesses 
a  wonderful  degree  of  adaptation  in  securing  its  object.  It  approaches 
its  victims  in  a  variety  of  shades  and  forms.  Its  advocates  are 
numerous  and  presumptive,  beckoned  on  by  the  unqualified  assurance 
of  possessing  both  fame  and  fortune  as  their  reward.  Neither  is  its 
field  of  conquest  strictly  confined  to  the  lower  strata  of  society,  for  at 
times  it  possesses  the  form  and  comeliness  of  true  culture  and  refinement, 
and  thereby  secures  the  patronage  of  wealth  and  station.  And  it  is 
to  be  feared  even,  that  members  of  the  regular  faculty  in  medicine, 
holding  fellowship  with  us  and  connection  with  this  society,  are  to  be 
found,  who  are  not  wholly  free  from  its  paralizing,  fascinating  influ- 
ences. 

X  That  Empiricism  is  an  evil  of  the  first  magnitude,  in  its  ability  to 
retard  the  true  progress  of  medical  science,  I  think  all  will  readily  ad- 
mit  If  such  be  the  case,  can  no  remedy  be  proposed  of  sufficient  vi- 
tality to  stay  its  further  progress?  Briefly,  I  would  say,  that  if  its 
enervating,  devastating  currents  are  ever  checked  in  their  blighting 
course,  the  work  must  be  efiected  by  the  agency  of  the  strongest 
union  in  our  own  ranks,  united  with  a  more  thorough  diffusion  of  a 
sound  philosophy  of  medical  science,  among  the  masses  of  the 
people.  The  bickerings,  jealousies,  and  unkind  remarks  which  are 
sometimes  witnessed  among  medical  men,  in  their  professional  capacity, 
should  cease.  Each  member  should  henceforth  labor,  as  it  were, 
for  the  good  reputation  of  his  associates,  and  thereby  secure  the  re- 
turn of  more  permanent  reward  for  individual  effort.  When  that  pe- 
riod is  welcomed  and  attained,  then  will  the  cheering  and  healthful  in- 
fluence of  our  noble  science  be  more  universally  experienced  in  all 
lands.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  will  our  professipn,  united  and  pros- 
perous, occupy  that  proud  position  which  is  commensurate  with  its 
worth. 

BENJAMIN  D.  DEAN. 

NoBWiCH,  May,  1857. 
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Bbmarkablb  changes  have  been  gradually  taking  place  in  medical 
literature  during  the  past  half  century.  From  being  simply  the  repos- 
itory of  hypotheses,  hastily  formed  to  account  for  isolated  phenomena, 
there  is  a  marked  tendency  apparent,  to  neglect  theoretical  specula- 
tions, and  to  confine  itself  to  the  record  of  carefully  observed  and 
accurately  noted  facts,  bearing  directly  upon  the  practice  of  medicine. 
A  medical  writer  who  speculates  merely,  can  hardly  secure  readers, 
at  the  present  day,  and  it  seems  impossible  that  any  theory,  however 
plausible  and  beautifully  constructed,  can  ever  again  control  the 
opinions  of  the  medical  world,  as  did  those  of  Brown  and  Broussais, 

The  main  causes  of  this  improvement  in  medical  literature,  may  be 
found  in  the  growth  of  collateral  branches  of  knowledge  and  theg: 
application  to  medical  science.  Chemistry,  instead  of  being  confined 
to  the  description  and  analysis  of  certain  articles  of  the  materia 
medica— as  it  was  in  the  memory  of  many  now  living — ^has  been 
applied  to  the  elucidation  of  the  vital  functions,  with  wonderful  re- 
sults. She  has  not  only  placed  on  a  reasonable  basis,  much  that 
experience  had  taught  us,  as  true,  but  has  added  vastly  to  our  stock 
of  knowledge.  The  knowledge  of  the  composition  of  animal  tissues, 
and  the  conditions  of  waste  and  supply,  must  ever  exercise  an  import- 
ant influence  upon  the  treatment  of  disease.  Without  doubt,  we  now 
treat  many  diseases  upon  a  more  rational  plan  and  more  successfully, 
from  an  acquaintance  with  the  principles  or  maxims  derived  from  the 
principles  of  vital  chemistry. 
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There  is  an  increasiiig  disposition  among  medical  men  of  the  present 
daj,  tobase  dlagDOfib  of  disease  apon  a  soond  pathologj,  and  important 
practical  results  have  already  been  realized.  The  conceptions  en- 
tertained bj  phjrsidans  <^  the  changes  indaced  bj  disease,  were  often 
vague  and  unsatisfactory,  and  to  a  certain  extent  this  still  remains 
true.  The  inability  oi  detecting,  in  many  instances,  any  morbid 
change,  leaves  abundant  room  for  conjecture,  a  mental  condition  al- 
ways to  be  avoided.  We  are  disposed  to  lode  for  evidences  of  change 
of  structure  in  all  fiital  cases  of  disease,  and  if  these  are  too  transient 
or  too  minute  to  be  traced,  we  experience  disappointment,  and  it  may 
be  lose  confidence  in  the  method  <^  treatment  pursued.  Recent  dis- 
coveries lead  us  to  hope  that  this  source  of  uncertainty  will  be  par- 
tially, if  not  wholly  removed,  ere  long. 

By  improved  methods  oi  investigation,  we  are  daily  becoming 
better  acquainted  with  the  more  delicate  tissues  of  the  body,  and  the 
hitherto  unseen  changes  induced  by  disease.  We  now  mark  evidence 
of  change  of  structure,  where  a  few  years  since,  the  most  skillful 
pathologist  failed.  This  advance  in  pathology,  is  due,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  introduction  and  improvement  of  the  microscope. 

It  is  to  some  of  the  discoveries  and  the  practical  value  of  the  micro- 
scope, as  a  means  of  diagnosis  in  disease,  that  I  wish  to  direct  your 
attention  for  a  few  minutes  to-day. 

To  one,  whose  ideas  of  the  microscope  were  formed  a  quarter  of  a 
century  since,  it  will  appear  strange,  and  perhaps  very  unreasonable, 
to  claim  any  value  for  observations  made  by  its  instrumentality.  But 
we  should  bear  in  mind  at  the  outset  of  our  inquiry,  that  the  micro- 
scope of  the  present  day  is  a  very  different  instrument  from  that  in 
use  even  twenty-five  years  since.  After  the  brilliant  discoveries  of 
Ehrenberg  and  his  cotemporaries,  the  microscope  fell  into  undeserved 
disrepute,  on  account  of  errors  of  misinterpretation  of  less  gifted  d)- 
server&  So  great  were  its  imperfections  that  a  prolonged  dispute 
arose  in  regard  to  the  form  of  the  blood  corpuscles — one  representing 
them  as  globular,  another  as  flat  discs,  and  still  another  as  of  irregu- 
lar shape  and  size.  So  perfectly  can  these  bodies  be  defined,  by  the 
modem  microscope,  that  no  difierence  of  opinion  need  be  entertained. 
This  may  be  taken  as  an  illustration  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  old 
microscope,  and  the  consequent  diversity  of  opinion,  leading  scien- 
tific men  to  regard  it  as  a  beautiful,  but  useless  philosophical  toy. 

The  attention  of  opticians,  however,  was  directed  to  the  improve- 
ment of  this  instrument,  with  so  much  success,  that  they  now  claim  to 
have  fulfilled  all  the  conditions  of  the  theory  of  a  perfect  microscope. 
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No  difference  of  opinion  need  now  be  entertained  in  reference  to 
what  is  seen,  though  the  perfection  of  an  instrument  can  not  obviate  or 
prevent  the  errors  of  interpretation  which  will  always  arise,  when 
men  of  differently  constituted  minds  view  the  same  object. 

Let  us  note  a  few  instances,  wherein  our  knowledge  of  the  structure 
and  functions  of  the  animal  economy  has  been  increased  by  microsco- 
pic investigation.  I  have  already  alluded  to  the  extended  observa- 
tions of  the  blood  corpuscles,  made  at  an  early  period  in  the  history  of 
the  microscope.  We  now  know  that  these  play  an  important  part  in 
the  history  of  animal  life,  as  carriers  of  the  oxygen  and  carbon,  essen- 
tial constituents  of  the  body ;  that  they  are  of  different  sizes  in  the 
various  genera  of  animals ;  that  they  differ  in  form  in  the  warm  and 
cold  blooded;  and  that  they  are  accompanied  by  other  and  larger 
corpuscles,  whose  office  is  probably  quite  as  important.  But  there  is 
still  much  to  be  learned  in  regard  to  their  origin  and  ultimate  desti- 
nation, furnishing  a  highly  important  and  useful  field  of  inquiry. 
The  circulation  of  the  blood  can  be  clearly  illustrated  by  the  micro- 
scope, in  many  transparent  parts  of  animals.  The  changes  too,  effected 
in  this  fluid,  in  its  passage  through  the  minute  tissues,  are  known  to 
take  place,  while  contained  in  its  appropriate  vessels,  through  their 
parieties,  and  not  by  escape  into  the  cellular  substance.  The  vessels 
are  so  extremely  minute  in  the  lungs,  (and  this  is  probably  true  of 
all  parts  of  the  body)  that  a  single  series  of  blood  corpuscles  is 
allowed  to  pass  at  once,  and  the  changes  alluded  to,  are  brought  about 
by  the  principle  of  endosmose  and  exosmose.  It  is  probable,  that  in 
no  instance,  do  these  minute  bodies  escape  from  their  appropriate 
vessels,  without  a  solution  of  continuity.  This  is  known  to  be  the 
case,  in  all  the  secerning  and  excreting  glands. 

Perhaps  the  most  splendid,  as  well  as  the  most  important  result  of 
microscopic  investigation,  has  been  the  establishment  of  the  doctrine 
of  the  cellular  formation  of  all  organized  products.  It  is  now  settled 
beyond  question,  that  every  part  of  an  organized  structure  is  made  up 
of  cells  or  their  products.  The  cell  is  regarded  as  the  type  of  organiza- 
tion, and  possesses  an  individual  life,  which  may  enable  it  to  maintain 
an  independent  existence  and  to  continue  its  kind  by  reproducing  indi- 
viduals like  itself  to  an  indefinite  extent ;  or  its  life  may  be  subordi- 
nate to  that  of  the  structure  to  which  it  belongs,  and  of  which  it  forms 
a  component  part.  Starting  from  this  point  it  is  not  difficult  to  trace 
the  origin  and  mode  of  formation  of  most  of  the  complex  structures 
of  the  animal  fabric  It  is  however,  true,  that  some  of  the  altered 
tissues  of  the  higher  organisms,  compel  us  to  have  recourse  to  the 
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analogy  fiimished  by  those  of  the  humble  and  more  simple  types  of 
animals,  to  resolve  them  satisfactorily. 

To  my  mind,  the  Ught  thrown  upon  the  difficult  subject  of  genera- 
tion, furnishes  one  of  the  most  beautiful  illustrations  of  the  value  of 
microscopic  investigations  of  the  animal  functions.    It  has  been  de- 
termined, in  every  instance,  where  the  life  history  of  the  more  sim- 
ple forms  of  animal  and  vegetable  life  has  been  studied,  that  however 
prolific  they  may  be,  multiplying  themselves  an  hundred  fold  in  a  few 
hours,  by  the  processes  of  gemmation  or  budding  and  by  fissuration 
or  self-divisi<Hi,  there  is  always  a  true  generative  act  performed  at  some 
period  of  their  lives,  thus  preserving  the  species.     This  act,  indeed,  is 
absolutely  essential,  for  a  repetition  of  processes  of  gemmation  and 
fissuration  leads  to  wide  departures  from  the  original  type  and  thus 
specific  differences  are  obliterated— and  further,  it  is  known,  that 
among  the  higher  plants,  a  race  soon  becomes  extinct  where  circum- 
stances prevent  the  renewal  of  the  generative  act.    In   many  of  the 
simple  and  transparent  organisms  above  referred  to,  often  consisting 
of  a  collection  of  simple  cells,  brought  together  without  nnich  appa- 
rent order,  a  cell  may  be  seen,  whose  oflice  it  is  to  receive  the  con- 
tents of  another  cell,  and  to  become  as  a  consequence  of  such  union, 
an  individual  like  its  parent    There  are  various  modes  in  which  this 
onion  or  conjugation  is  efiected.     Sometimes  it  takes  place  within 
the  body  of  the  parent  where  both  are  formed,  or  these  two  cells 
may  meet  after  extrusion  from  the  parent,  or  again  the  contents  of 
these  two  may  be  received  by  a  third  cell,  which  becomes  developed 
while  the  original  cells  perish.    There  can  be  no  question  that  this 
process  of  conjugation,  constitutes  a  true  generative  act,  and  is  a 
type  of  the  same  function  in  the  higher  orders  of  organized  beings. 
Not  unfrequently,  these  cells,  whether  of  animal  or  vegetable  origin, 
are  endowed  with  powers  of  locomotion ;  and  the  distinction  between 
ova  and  sperm  cells  can  generally  be  made  out  even  among  the 
most  minute  organisms.    Sufficient  evidence  has  been  accumulated 
to  establish  the  principle,  that  the  essential  part  of  the  function  of 
generation,  consists  in  the  union  of  two  cells  of  different  natures ;  a 
principle  applicable  alike  to  vegetable  and  animal  propagation.    In 
many  of  the  higher  orders  of  animals,  we  can  not  always  trace  the 
mode  in  which,  nor  the  period  at  which  this  union  is  effected.    Still 
we  can  not  doubt  its  reality.    In  fishes  and  reptiles,  such  union  of 
ova  and  sperm  cells,  takes  place  externally  to  the  body  of  the 
parent,  either  at  the  moment  of  extrusion  or  so(m  after,  and  can 
readily  be  noted.    In  the  mammalia,  the  oigans  of  r^roduction  are 
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so  complicated,  tbat  it  becomes  exceediagly  difficult  and  in  many  in- 
stances impossible,  to  trace  the  process  of  fecundation,  and  we  are 
obliged  to  be  content  with  the  analogy  fomished  by  those  of  more 
simple  structure,  and  infer  that  this  union  takes  place.  In  these 
higher  orders,  we  find  indeed,  the  same  elements,  the  ova,  which  re- 
quires the  addition  of  the  spermatic  fluid  for  its  development.  In 
the  sperm  of  all  the  higher  animals,  the  microscope  reveals  the  ex- 
istence of  almost  innumerable  little  bodies  endowed  with  active  mo- 
tive powers,  which  have  received  the  designation  of  Spermatozoa, 
from  the  evidence  of  their  distinct  animality.  Since  locomotion  has 
been  proved  to  belong  to  certain  conditions  of  vegetative  life,  these 
bodies  are  regarded  as  simply  sperm  cells,  whoso  contact  with  the 
ova  are  absolutely  essential  to  fecundation.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive 
how  this  contact  is  brought  about  in  man,  since,  as  far  as  our  knowl- 
edge extends,  the  conditions  for  the  transmission  of  the  sperm  cell 
to  the  ovary,  are  in  all  respects  unfavorable ;  but  as  fecundation  is 
known  to  have  taken  place  before  the  ova  reaches  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus,  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  such  transmission  is 
effected.  Still  further,  we  know,  that  the  presence  of  these  sperm 
cells,  is  an  absolute  condition  to  impregnation,  for  where  the  sperm- 
atic fluid  is  destitute  of  the  sperm  -cells,  or  where  they  exist  in  a 
mutilated  state,  the  act  can  not  be  perfected.  It  is  somewhat  sin- 
gular that  the  disparity  of  numbers,  between  the  ova  and  sperm 
cells,  holds  good  among  the  lower,  as  among  the  higher  orders  of 
animals  and  plants,  the  former  being  comparatively  few  in  number, 
the  latter  being  furnished  almost  without  limit.  After  impregnation, 
the  history  of  the  new  being  forms  a  topic  of  very  great  interest, 
development  being  effected  by  the  successive  production  of  cells  and 
their  subsequent  modifications. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  between  the  cell,  that  increases 
by  self-division,  and  propagation  by  cells  in  all  respects  like  itself, 
and  which  never  reaches  a  higher  point  of  development,  and  that 
endowed  with  power  of  growth  to  the  highest  form  of  animal  exist- 
ence, the  microscope  can  detect  no  appreciable  diffi^rence,  both  con- 
sisting of  a  membranous  sac  enclosing  minute  granules.  Beyond 
this  point  our  powers  fail,  and  we  must  rest  content  to  refer 
the  changes  witnessed  to  that  mysterious  principle  we  denominate 
life. 

Let  us  note  a  few  points  of  the  practical  bearing  of  the  micro- 
scope. In  cases  of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  that  instrument  has  often 
been  called  into  use,  and  its  revelations  have  been  received  as  evi- 
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dence  of  high  character  in  courts  of  justice.  In  a  recent  case,  which 
is  fresh  in  the  minds  of  all,  it  was  used  to  determine  the  character  of 
blood  stains  and  aided  much  in  narrowing  the  field  of  inquiry. 

In  practical  investigations  its  value  in  determining  the  character  of 
secretions  of  the  genito-urinarj  organs,  is  generally  acknowledged. 
We  oflen  have  the  ability  of  locating  the  particular  point  from  which 
a  discharge  emanates,  and  the  value  of  microscopic  examination  be- 
comes at  once  apparent.  The  forms  presented  by  the  epithelial 
scales  from  various  points  of  these  organs  are  peculiar.  Thus  in 
Spermatorrhoea,  the  disease  may  be  limited  to  the  prostate  gland 
to  the  vesiculae  seminales,  or  to  the  testes,  the  epithelial  s<!ales  ac- 
companying the  discharge  will  oflen  enable  us  to  fix  upon  the  point 
most  affected  by  disease.  In  Leucorrhoea,  we  can  by  similar  means 
detect  the  existence  of  disease  of  the  vagina,  the  os,  the  cervix  and 
the  fundus  of  the  uterus.  Abnormal  urinary  secretions  are  usually 
accompanied  by  epithelial  scales  indicating  their  origin,  these  bodies 
being  of  different  forms  in  the  urethea,  neck  of  the  bladder,  the  fun- 
dus and  in  the  uriniferous  tubes  of  the  kidney.  We  detect  the  pres- 
ence of  sugar  in  the  urine  by  the  rapid  development  of  confervoid 
vegetation,  the  existence  and  various  forms  of  urinary  calculi,  abnor- 
mal quantity  of  inorganic  salts,  the  presence  of  blood,  pus  and  albu- 
men and  in  m^ny  instances  determine  the  point  from  which  they 
originate.  The  various  forms  of  organic  disease  of  the  kidney,  can 
often  be  detected,  portions  of  the  new  or  altered  structure  being 
present  in  the  urine. 

In  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  the  microscope  affords  valua- 
ble aid  in  diagnosis.  Not  to  mention  the  presence  of  blood,  and  pus 
in  the  excretions,  the  various  forms  of  tubercular  disease  furnish  char- 
acteristic microscopic  appearances,  which  have  been  accurately  de- 
scribed. The  tubercular  cell  being  an  imperfectly  developed  pus 
cell,  presenting  peculiarities  readily  made  apparent. 

The  recent  discovery  of  a  peculiar  parasitic  vegetation,  termed 
sarcina  ventricttU,  in  the  stomach,  has  led  to  more  satisfactory  methods 
of  treatment  in  some  of  the  most  obstinate  diseases  of  this  organ. 

This  instrument  has  been  applied  to  the  diagnosis  of  tumors,  ever  a 
matter  of  difficulty  and  debate,  vrith  the  most  experienced  surgeons. 
It  is  claimed  by  one  class  of  observers,  that  a  true  cancer  cell  can 
always  be  detected  in  malignant  tumors  ;  its  various  forms  have  been 
accurately  delineated,  and  great  reliance  has  been,  and  is  still,  placed 
upon  its  discovery.  Others,  deny  the  existence  of  a  distinctive 
cancer  cell,  and  assert  that  here  the  microscope  is  wholly  at  &ult 
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From  a  somewhat  careful  examination  of  these  opposing  views,  I  am 
inclined  to  helieve,  that  in  very  many  cases  of  doubt,  certainty  can  be 
attained  by  microscopic  investigation.  While  in  regard  to  other 
cases,  our  knowledge  is  as  yet  insufficient  for  the  formation  of  positive 
opinions.  But  there  is  certainly  reason  for  hoping  that  more  extended 
observations  will  render  clear,  many,  if  not  all  the  difficulties,  attend- 
ing the  diagnosis  of  tumors.  The  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  earlier 
and  more  sanguine  microscopists,  have  frequently  been  found  errone- 
ous by  more  cai*eful  observers,  but  since  the  introduction  of  improved 
instruments  into  aU  the  principal  hospitals  of  the  civilized  world,  we 
may  confidently  expect  valuable  results.  In  regard  to  fatty  and 
hydatid  tumors,  where  doubt  of  their  character  exists,  the  microscope 
can  readily  be  called  in  aid  with  satisfactory  results,  the  matter  drawn 
by  an  exploratory  needle  being  sufficient  for  its  purposes. 

The  microscope  has  farther  shown  that  many  of  the  most  obstinate 
skin  diseases,  are  due  to  the  presence  of  minute  animals,  and  such 
knowledge  has  led  to  certain  methods  of  cure.  In  others,  parasitic 
vegetations  have  been  discovered,  and  experiment  has  indicated  modes 
of  eradication. 

Not  to  multiply  examples,  the  fact  that  the  microscope  is  in  daily 
use  throughout  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world,  as  a  means  of  diagno- 
sis, and  that  new  discoveries  are  constantly  being  announced,  bearing 
upon  the  causes  of  disease,  must  be  received  as  strong  evidence  of  its 
value.  While  it  does  not  usurp  the  place  of  the  stethoscope,  or  specu- 
lum, means  furnished  by  modem  science,  we  must  claim  for  it  a  posi- 
tion of  equal  value.  But  unlike  these  instruments,  it  has  a  more 
extensive  range,  and  can  not  fail  of  attaining  a  higher  rank  as  a  means 
of  diagnosis. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL   SKETCHES, 


OF  PHYSICIANS  DYING  DURING  1856-57. 


DR.    ELI    HALL 


BT   OURIKUI   W.  RUI8BI.L,  M.  D. 


Eli  Hall  was  born  in  East  Hartford,  on  the  eighth  of  October^ 
1785.  He  received  his  academical  education  in  Lester,  Massacliu- 
setts,  and  pursued  his  medical  studies  with  his  father  Dr.  Timothy 
Hall,  a  prominent  practitioner  of  the  time,  Dr.  Griswold  of  the  same 
place,  and  with  Dr.  Cogswell  of  Hartford.  He  attended  lectures  at 
Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  graduated,  and  after  residing  in 
East  Hartford,  about  a  year,  removed  to  Blanford,  Mass.,  where  he 
continued  until  about  1839,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  place. 

In  Blanford,  as  I  learn,  he  was  the  principal  practitioner,  and  did  a 
large  business,  and  though  it  was  scattered  and  laborious,  yet  he 
enjoyed  excellent  health.  He  had  eminently  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  community,  who  appreciated  his  good  sense,  and  his 
quiet,  unobtrusive  manners,  and  parted  with  him  with  reluctance  when 
he  lefl  for  another  field  of  labor. 

When  liis  father  died  he  returned  to  East  Hartford,  and  was  soon 
in  full  business.  Though  never  absent  for  a  great  length  of  time,  yet 
he  often  made  visits  of  pleasure  to  his  different  friends,  or  to  his  for- 
mer  residence  in  Massachusetts,  and  these  excursions  he  enjoyed 
greatly,  as  affording  him  relaxation,  and  opportunities  of  social  inter- 
course. The  last  year  or  two  of  his  h'fe  he  was  troubled  with  enlarge- 
ment of  the  prostate  gland,  and  visited  but  few  patients  after  Octo- 
ber, 1855.  He  lingered  through  the  winter  and  spring,  able  to  take 
but  little  nourishment,  and  becoming  extremely  emaciated,  until  the 
eighth  of  June,  1856,  when  he  died. 
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'Dr.  Hall  was  a  man  of  remarkable  gentleness;  and  equanimi^-of 
temper ;  of  much  moderation,  he  was  inclined  to  take  a  faTorable 
impression  of  men  and  things,  joining  in  condemnation  with  reluct- 
ance, or  seeking  to  soften  it  with  excuses.  Hence  there  was  in  him 
little  of  boldness  of  character,  or  of  novelties  in  practice,  and  he  was 
content  to  tread  in  those  good  old  paths  of  his  predecessors,  whose 
lights,  if  ihej  were  less  brilliant  than  some  of  those  of  modem  dajs, 
perhaps  effected  quite  as  much  for  humanity.  His  common  sense 
was  excellent,  and  this,  with  his  modesty,  and  retiring,  unobtrusiye 
disposition,  formed  the  chief  traits  in  his  character.  His  medical 
knowledge  was  respectable,  his  discrimination  of  disease  was  good, 
and  his  treatment,  though  not  heroic,  was  not  expectant  Consti- 
tuted as  he  was,  he  was  not  likely  to  err  in  any  matters  by  going 
to  either  extreme,  and  was  content  if  the  patient  did  not  die  from  any 
effoits  of  his  own,  as  well  as  from  a  failure  of  them. 

He  was  lovely  in  his  family,  affording  his  children  the  advantages 
of  a  good  education,  and  was  loved  and  respected  by  them.  Though 
losing  several  by  death,  and  watching  them  with  anxiety  during  long 
sicknesses,  he  yet  bore  his  afflictions  with  patience  and  resignation, 
as  became  him.  His  Christian  character  led  him  to  receive  with 
thankfulness  the  blessings  bestowed  upon  him,  to  bear  with  resigna- 
tion the  ills  of  this  life,  and  to  endeavor  to  live  in  peace  and  charity 
with  all  men. 

In  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  he  was  loved  and  respected, 
as  a  kind  physician  and  as  a  quiet  man  ;  with  the  physicians  he  stood 
well,  enjoying  the  respect  of  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances,  and  thus 
passed  the  last  days  of  his  life,  well  spent  in  the  enjoyment  of  much 
happiness  and  the  practice  of  good  works.  Social,  benevolent  in  his 
feelings,  kind  and  amiable  in  his  manners,  he  passed  through  nearly 
seventy-three  years,  with  quite  as  much  of  happiness  and  respect  as 
falls  to  the  lot  of  most  men,  and  died  leaving  a  pleasant  memory  behind 
him. 

Hartford,  April,  1857. 
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DR.    SYLVESTER     BULKLEY, 

BT  KUrUB  W.  OUSWOLB,  K.  D. 

Sylvester  Bulklbt  was  the  second  son  of  Hosea  Bulklej,  of 
Rocky  Hill,  (formerly  a  part  of  Wethersfield,)  in  wliich  place  he  was 
bom  in  1787.  He  was  prepared  for  college  by  Rev.  Calvin  Chapin, 
D.  D.,  of  Rocky  Hill,  entered  Yale  in  1806,  and  graduated  in  1810. 
The  following  winter  he  taught  school  in  Wethersfield,  meantime  pur- 
suing the  study  of  medicine  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Daniel  Ful- 
ler, of  Rocky  Hill.  He  then  attended  lectures  in  the  medical  depart, 
ment  of  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  H.,  and  received  the  degree 
of  M.  D.,  at  that  institution,  in  1812.  Dr.  Bulkley  first  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Haddam,  where  he  renuuned  about 
eight  years,  when  he  disposed  of  his  business  to  a  Dr.  Munger,  and 
went  to  Chester.  There  he  remained  but  a  short  time,  when  he  re- 
turned to  that  part  of  Haddam  known  as  Higganum,  in  professional 
connection  with  Dr.  Munger.  A  more  favorable  offer  presenting 
itself.  Dr.  B.  located  in  Upper  Middletown,  (now  Cromwell,)  where 
he  remained  in  successful  practice  for  about  twelve  years.  He  then 
relinquished  his  business  in  that  place,  and  afler  spending  a  few 
months  in  New  York  and  its  neighborhood,  availing  himself  of  the 
facilities  for  acquiring  medical  knowledge  there  afforded,  he  returned 
and  settled  in  Berlin.  In  that  town  he  continued  until  1848,  when 
Rocky  Hill  being  left  without  a  resident  physician,  by  the  removal  of 
Dr.  A.  W.  Barrows  to  Hartfoi*d,  Dr.  Bulkley  returned  to  his  native 
place.  Here  he  continued  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  until 
within  a  few  days  of  his  death,  though  age  and  its  consequent  infirmi- 
ties restricted  the  amount  of  his  business  for  the  latter  part  of  the 
time. 

Dr.  Bulkley  was  of  a  robust  habit  of  body,  and  of  vigorous  const!* 
tution,  and  had  good  health,  with  the  exception  of  attacks  of  rheuma- 
tism, which  is  hereditary  in  his  family.  In  consequence,  probably,  of 
exposure  and  over  exertion  in  visiting  a  patient,  in  the  severe  weather 
of  the  season,  he  was  taken  sick  the  twenty -seventh  of  January  last, 
and  died  the  first  of  February,  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age. 
His  disease  was  an  acute  inflammation  of  that  portion  of  the  peritoneum 
covering  the  liver,  which  probably  extended  to  the  liver  itself.  For 
the  first  three  days  of  his  illness.  Dr.  Bulkley  expected  to  recover, 
and  his  physician  thought  him  improving ;  but  after  this  he  passed 
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into  a  state  of  total  insensibilitjy  and  sank  rapidly.  He  was  attended 
bj  Dr.  A.  S.  Warner,  of  Wethersfieldy  and  once  seen  bj  Dr.  £.  K. 
Hunt,  of  Hartford,  and  myself.  Dr.  B.  was  a  member  of  the  Hart- 
ford County  Medical  Society  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  and  had  al- 
ways felt  a  lively  interest  in  all  efforts  for  the  promoti<m  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

Dr.  Bulkley  was  an  honest  man,  npright  and  straightforward  in  his 
dealings,  to  active  and  excellent  member  pf  society,  of  high  moral 
character  and  correct  habits  of  life,  enjoying  the  esteem  of  his  neigh* 
bors  and  acquaintances,  and  a  sincere  professing  Christian.  He  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Berlin,  during  his 
residence  in  that  town,  and  continued  his  comaection  there  till  his 
death,  though  an  attendant  on  divine  w<Mr8hip  at  B^fxky  ffill,  i^r  his 
removal  thither. 

As  a  physician,  Dr.  Bulkley  enjoyed  a  liberal  patronage-tn  the  sev- 
eral localities  where  he  resided.  He  stood  well  in  the  estimation  of 
his  brethren  of  the  medical  profession,  and  was  on  particularly  oon- 
fldential  terms  and  often  in  consultation  over  the  sick-bed  with  the  late 
Drs.  Richard  Warner,  of  CromweU,  and  Archibald  Welch,  of  Weth- 
ersfield.  Naturally  of  a  strong  mind  and  independent  character,  he 
had  little  disposition  to  yield  to  the  foolish  whims  of  his  patients,  when 
he  saw  that  yielding  would  be  prejndiciid  to  their  recovery ;  and  his 
refusal  to  gratify  them  in  this  respect,  sometimes  made  enemies  of 
those  who  should  have  had  the  greater  regard  for  him  for  his  firmness 
of  purpose  in  their  behalf.  Considerations  of  policy,  which  often 
stand  men  in  stead  of  sound  medical  knowledge ;  subterfuge  in  conver- 
sation, whidi  is  a  cover  for  professional  ignorance  ;  suavity  of  manners 
which  hides  defects  in  the  practice  of  medicine, — upon  these  Dr* 
Bulkley  did  not  altogether  rely,  to  gain  the  esteem  of  the  families  in 
which  he  practiced.  He  expected  to  benefit  his  patients,  rather  by 
the  potency  of  his  remedies  than  by  the  grace  of  his  bow ;  by  the  eflS- 
cacy  of  his  prescriptions,  rather  than  by  the  ease  of  his  conversation. 
Consequently,  those  who  call  a  physician  more  for  the  purpose  of 
having  their  diagnosis  confirmed,  and  their  views  of  the  proper  treat- 
ment supported  by  him,  than  for  the  sake  of  his  medical  advice  and 
care,  and  who  dislike  him  in  proportion  an  he  disagrees  with  their  no- 
tions, often  complained  of  Dr.  B.  when  they  would  have  done  better 
to  listen  willingly  to  his  counsel,  and  adhere  trustingly  to  his  orders. 
With  quacks  and  quackery  he  had  no  patience,  and  quite  as  little  with 
those  who  followed  them.  Of  "  steam  doctors,"  "  consumption  doc- 
tors," and  other  like  empyrics,  he  entertained  a  great   abhorrence 
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and  contempt;  and  with  the  various  isms  in  medicine,  that  from  time 
to  time  spring  up  to  have  a  mushroom  existence,  he  would  have  noth- 
ing to  do.  Correctly  considering  a  proper  medical  education  as  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  the  proper  practice  of  the  profession,  and  that 
the  science  must  have  a  stable  theory  based  upon  known  facts  for  its 
foundation,  in  order  to  be  deserving  confidence,  Dr.  Bulkley  had  no 
part  with  those  who  "  take  up  "  the  trade  without  a  thorough  training 
in  the  various  fundamental  branches  of  the  profession,  and  would 
have  no  counsel  with  interlopers,  who  had  no  other  title  to  be  called 
doctors  than  that  bestowed  by  themselves  alone. 

Dr.  Bulkley  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  in  the  enjoyment  of  respect  and 
esteem,  performing  his  duties  as  a  man  and  a  physician,  capably,  faith- 
fully and  honestly,  and  was  gathered  to  his  fathers  in  peace,  like  a 
shock  of  wheat  fully  ripe  for  the  harvest 

RocKT  Hill,  April  28, 1857. 


SANITARY   REPORT  FROM   HARTFORD, 

BY   OUBDON   W.   RUSSELL,   M.   D. 


The  deaths  in  the  town  of  Hartford,  for  the  year  1856,  were,  in- 
cluding stillborn,  328,  which,  in  a  population  of  26,000,  would  make 
about  one  in  80.  Of  these,  162  were  males,  and  161  were  fe- 
males ;  and  occurring  during  the  five  first  years  of  life,  140,  of  which 
55  were  males  and  85  were  females.  There  were  deaths  from  con- 
sumption, 54,  from  Marasmus,  9 ;  the  deaths  from  the  former  amount 
to  one  in  6  of  the  whole  number. 

I  have  made  no  classification  of  the  deaths  which  have  occurred, 
except  those  of  a  zymatic  character,  termed  endemic,  epidemic  or  con- 
tagious. These  amount  in  number  to  70,  being  a  little  over  one  in  4^, 
and  are  classified  as  follows: 

Scarlet  Fever,  ------        4 

Measles,  ------  3 

Hooping  Cough,         ------        7 

Cholera,  ------ 

Cholera  Infantum,       -  -  ^  -  -  -16 

Croup,      -------11 

Diarrhea,       -  -  -  -  -  -  -11 

Dysentery,  ------  7 

Erysipelas,  ------ 

Fever,  Intermittent,  -  -  -  -  - 

"       Remittent,  -  -  -  -        - 

«      Typhus,  -----  10 

Influenza,  ------ 

Small-pox,  -----. 

Syphilis,         -------1 

Thrush,  ------ 

Total,       ------      70 
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The  mortality  of  this  class  of  diseases  is  usually  considered  a 
pretty  correct  indication  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  any  place,  and  is 
favorable  'as  regards  Hartford.  The  number  of  deaths  and  the 
amount  of  sickness  has  been  by  no  means  large,  and  tends  to  ocHifirm 
the  impressions  generally  received,  that  the  past  year  has  been  com- 
paratively a  healthy  one. 

In  looking  at  the  above  table  it  will  be  perceived  that  there  has 
been  some  deaths  fi*om  diseases  considered  as  contagious ;  thus,  from 
Scarlet  Fever  there  has  been  4.  This  prevailed  mostly  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year ;  the  cases  were  generally  mild  and  few  in  number* 
In  some  instances,  the  anginose  symptoms  were  troublesome,  and  were 
perhaps  as  well  relieved  by  stimulating  applications,  internally  or  exter- 
nally, or  by  the  frequent  use  of  emetics,  as  by  other  measures.  These 
last  remedies,  operating  upon  the  disease  by  their  revulsive  power, 
and  cleansing  the  throat  more  effectually  than  can  be  done  in  any 
other  manner,  exerdse  a  most  beneficial  influence,  and  but  imitate  that 
spontaneous  vomiting  which  so  oft^i  occurs  at  the  commencement  or 
during  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

Of  Mecules  there  has  been  3  deaths.  This  disease  commenced 
during  the  latter  period  of  the  year,  and  was  for  some  weeks  mostly 
confined  to  the  northern  part  of  the  town.  Speaking  of  it,  as  contin- 
uing to  the  present  time,  it  has  been  very  extensive  in  its  character, 
and  yet  not  of  a  very  bad  type.  Most  of  the  deaths  which  have 
occurred  have  been  from  pneumonia,  either  during  the  progress,  or 
subsequent  to  the  original  disease.  Aside  from  this  special  complica- 
tion, most  cases  have  done  well  upon  mild  remedies.  I  can  not  omit 
to  notice  here  the  unfavorable  influence  manifested  by  the  early  use  of 
stimulating  diaphoretics,  or  active  cathartics.  Under  the  impression  that 
the  eruption  ought,  upon  the  accession  of  the  disease,  inunediately  to 
make  its  appearance,  the  friends  have  been  apt  to  drench  the  patients 
with  milk  punch,  or  warm  drinks  of  various  kinds,  hoping  to  force  out 
the  eruption,  not  knowing  that  the  disease  must  run  a  certain  progress 
before  this  will  show  itself,  and  by  this  active  interference  have  oflen 
so  increased  the  inflammatory  state  of  the  system,  that  some  organ  has 
become  especially  affected ;  or  else  have  purged  violently,  and  thus 
bringing  on  a  diarrhea,  or  lowering  the  tone  of  the  body  by  a  violent 
shock,  have  rendered  the  eruption  tardy  in  its  appearance,  and  the 
disease  imperfectly  developed.  In  these  instances,  complicsEdions, 
though  not  always  occurring,  may  be  looked  for.  The  disease  is  one 
specially  of  the  skin,  though  attended  with  constitutional  symptoms, 
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and  if  it  can  be  made  to  spend  its  violence  externally,  it  is  at  the  re- 
lief of  the  internal  organs,  and  with  not  much  danger  to  the  patient. 

Several  well  authenticated  cases  of  Measles,  occurring  for  the 
second  time,  have  been  witnessed.  This  is  nothing  new  to  the  pro- 
fession, but  should  be  improved  by  us  with  the  public,  in  showing  that 
this  disease  may  occur  more  than  once. 

Hooping  Cough  prevailed  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  and 
there  were  eleven  deaths  reported  from  this  cause. 

These  three  diseases,  measles,  scarlatina  and  hooping  cough,  were 
present  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  were  followed  in  time 
by  variola,  showing  that  epidemics  are  very  apt  to  follow  or  accom- 
pany one  another,  particularly  those  affecting  the  skin. 

No  deaths  are  reported  as  having  occurred  from  small-pox,  though 
it  made  its  appearance  first,  sometime  in  December,  and  continues  to 
the  present  time,  being  the  most  extensive  epidemic  of  this  character 
which  has  prevailed  here  for  many  years. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  trust  that  I  may  be  allowed  to 
make  some  remarks  upon  Vaccination.  I  am  afraid  that  there  is  an 
increasing  impression  with  the  public  against  the  utility  of  this  opera- 
tion, for  parents  are  not  only  neglectful  in  seeing  that  it  is  done  for 
their  children,  but  are  also  found  to  protest  against  it,  on  the  grounds 
of  its  inefficacy,  as  well  as  from  the  fear  of  disease  being  commu- 
nicated by  if.  As  regards  its  inefficacy,  there  are  no  grounds  for 
believing  it,  if  we  will  examine  the  whole  subject  with  care,  and  do 
not  expect  too  much  from  it.  Jenner  himself  found  that  some  of  his 
patients  who  had  been  vaccinated,  were  seized  with  a  mild  disease 
similar  to  variola,  when  exposed  to  it,  and  began  to  distrust  its  per- 
fect protective  power,  thinking  that  too  much  might  have  been  claim- 
ed for  it  at  the  first  Now,  this  is  probably  the  true  view  to  take  of 
it ;  too  much  has  been  claimed  for  it ;  that  it  is  not  an  absolute  pro- 
tection from  variola,  as  our  experience  shows  us  that  some,  although 
thoroughly  vaccinated,  will  have  a  modified  but  not  dangerous  form 
of  this  disease.  Let  us  therefore  be  content  with  what  we  can  gain, 
not  claiming  more  for  this  invaluable  discovery  than  the  facts  will 
warrant,  nor  holding  out  to  the  public  any  uncertain  expectations, 
but  state  it  just  as  it  is,  and  rejoice  that  by  it  moitality  has  been 
much  diminished,  or  that  if  a  modified  form  of  the  disease  does  occur, 
it  is  shorn  of  much  of  its  terrors. 

But  there  is  a  more  serious  view  of  this  subject,  which  immedi- 
ately concerns  ourselves.  Do  we  always  perform  this  operation, 
holding  in  view  the  magnitude  of  its  importance,  the  necessity  of 
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doing  it  wellf  and  the  propriety  of  witnessing  the  progress  of  the 
vaccine  vescicle  during  its  different  stages.  I  am  afraid  not ;  but 
that  it  may  be  too  hurriedly  performed,  or  looked  after  but  once,  in 
its  commencing  stages,  when  a  careless  eye  might  fail  to  discriminate 
between  a  true  and  spurious  vescicle.  We  ought,  therefore,  I  contend, 
to  see  it  at  different  times  during  its  continuance,  to  ascertain  whether 
there  are  constitutional  symptoms  or  not,  and  to  see  if  the  operation 
has  made  not  a  sore  alone,  but  a  sore  of  a  specific  character,  which 
has  its  rise,  progress  and  decline,  duly  marked  and  noted,  which' are 
special  and  peculiar  attributes  of  this  disease,  as  much  so  as  are  the 
special  and  peculiar  symptoms  of  scarlatina,  measles,  or  typhus 
peculiar  to  these  diseases.  For  my  own  part,  I  entertain  the  opinion 
that  the  vaccine  disease  is  not  a  whit  modified  or  changed  from  what 
it  was  in  the  time  of  Jenner,  and  that  its  protection,  if  properly  pro- 
duced, is  just  as  perfect  as  it  was  then,  though  I  admit  that  it  does 
not  perform  all  that  its  advocates  then  claimed  for  it,  or  that  may 
have  been  claimed  for  it  in  later  years.  There  is  no  more  reason  to 
suppose  that  vaccine  has  changed,  than  that  rubeola  itself  has  changed, 
or  scarlatina,  or  variola  ;  the  distinctive  characters  which  mark  the.se 
diseases  are  the  same  now  as  ever,  and  will  be  transmitted  the  same 
through  generations  to  come :  some  of  the  concomitant  peculiarities, 
or  the  attendant  type  may  be  modified ;  one  epidemic  may  be  more 
malignant  than  another,  or  some  symptom  may  exist  at  one  time 
which  is  hardly  apparent  at  another,  but  the  disease  itself  is  un- 
changed. Variola  continues  to  be  variola,  and  scarlatina  continues 
to  be  scarlatina ;  the  essential  points  are  the  same. 

I  may  state  in  connection  with  this,  that  the  propriety  of  using  the 
scab  or  crust  for  vaccination,  instead  of  the  lymph  taken  about  the 
sixth  or  seventh  day,  may  weU  be  doubted :  not  but  that  a  good  crust, 
consisting  of  hardened  lymph,  will  not  equally  communicate  the  dis- 
ease, but  the  difficulties  and  uncertainty  of  obtaining  a  crust  consist- 
ing of  lymph  alone,  becomes  an  objection  ;  frequently  the  vescicle  is 
broken,  and  the  lymph  nearly  discharged,  or  in  consequence  of  in- 
flammation the  crust  consists  in  part  of  dried  purulent  or  semi-purulent 
matter  which  may  produce  a  sore,  but  not  always  a  vaccine  vescicle, 
and  which,  if  carefully  examined  on  the  fiflh  day,  may  be  thought  to 
be  a  genuine  one. 

And  here  I  may  be  allowed  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  testing  all 
cases  of  primary  vaccination ;  this  would  afford  a  sure  and  perfect 
guarantee  of  the  protection  given  by  the  first  It  is  attended,  I  ad- 
mit, with  some  trouble,  but  if  the  fee  is  not  already  remunerative,  it 
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should  be  made  so.  I  know  now  that  it  is  already  the  poorest  business 
which  is  done,  and  hence  the  complaint  which  physicians  make  in  re- 
gard to  it,  and  the  neglect  which  it  meets  often  at  their  hands.  But 
the  public  should  be  informed  of  the  importance  of  it,  and  of  the  neces- 
sity of  witnessing  it  during  its  different  stages,  and  would  doubtless  here 
as  in  other  cases,  be  willing  to  pay  a  fee  which  should  be  sufficiently 
satisfactory.  Why,  our  very  conduct  shows  it  to  be  a  trifling  thing : 
it  is  done  in  a  moment,  and  we  are  off,  perhaps  never  see  the  patient 
again,  perhaps  see  him  at  an  uncertain  or  indefinite  period. 

The  necessity  of  viewing  the  patient  after  revacdnation  is,  I  con- 
tend, also  apparent ;  if  this  operation  has  any  importance  or  efficacy 
attached  to  it,  it  is  worth  doing  well,  and  looking  after  when  it  is 
done,  and  this  brings  me  to  the  subject  of  reviiccinaiionj  or  testing 
the  first  operation ;  but  as  this  opens  a  'broad  field,  and  this  paper  is 
getting  far  beyond  the  length  which  I  intended,  I  will  make  now  but 
a  few  remarks.  That  it  is  a  necessary  operation,  protecting  the  sys- 
tem already  wholly  or  partially  exposed,  is,  I  believe,  generally  ad- 
mitted, though  still  denied  by  some  of  the  profession.  I  confess  I 
have  rarely  seen  a  perfect  vescide  in  a  secondary  vaccination,  when 
there  was  already  a  well  defined,  punctated  scar  from  the  first  I 
have  occasionally  seen  near  approaches  to  it,  varying  however,  in  the 
constitutional  symptoms,  in  the  appearance  of  the  areola,  and  of  the 
sore,  in  the  time  of  its  continuance  and  of  the  attendant  inflamma- 
*  tion :  some  of  the  profession,  I  know,  are  reported  to  have  seen  it  fre- 
quently, but  I  have  not  been  so  fortunate;  the  nearest  approach 
to  it  which  I  have  seen  this  season  was  in  a  lady  of  at  least  sixty 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  inoculated  with  variolous  matter  in  Scot- 
land when  a  child. 

Of  course  the  crust  that  is  formed  during  these  revaccinadions, 
should  never  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  producing  the  vaccine  dis- 
ease ;  it  might  occasionaUy  answer  for  the  purpose,  and  of  course  it 
would  do  so  when  it  had  formed  a  genuine  vescicle,  but  these  instan- 
ces are  so  rare  that  it  is  safe  to  lay  it  down  as  a  rule  that  it  should 
never  be  used. 

I  am  satisfied  that  variola  is  upon  the  increase,  and  for  years  to 
come  will  continue  to  increase,  until  public  necessity  shall  compel  a 
resort  to  careful,  general,  and  repeated  vaccination ;  the  time  may  not 
yet  have  arrived,  when  by  public  authority  every  child  shall  be  vacci- 
nated before  it  is  three  months  of  age,  but  when  this  foul  disease  shall 
have  become  more  common,  every  one  perceiving  the  increase  of  it, 
then  may  we  expect  such  a  consummatioD,  and  that  the  law  will  not 
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be  a  dead  letter.    I  have  heard  in  a  number  of  insianees  where  the 

crust  formed  after  a  revaodnation  in  an  adult,  has  been  used  for  the 

purpose  of  producing  the  vaccine  disease  in  in£suits,  bj  unprofessional 

persons.     Although  a  sore  may  have  been  made,  it  is  by  no  means  | 

sure  that  it  will  afford  protection  against  variola,  where  the  patient  is 

exposed  to  it,  and  this  I  suspect  is  the  explanation  of  some  of  the  cases 

which  have  occurred  in  this  town  during  the  present  epidemic 

There  is  an  interesting  portion  of  this  subject,  itself  alone  sufficient 
for  a  lengthy  dissertation,  viz. :  upon  the  communicability  of  disease 
hy  vaccination  ;  this  demands  careful  and  thorough  investigation,  both 
to  satisfy  ourselves,  and  quiet  the  public  feeling,  which  is  strongly 
inclined  to  believe  in  its  truth.  Without  denying  the  possibility  of  it, 
I  am  still  somewhat  skeptical  as  to  its  frequent  occurrence,  though 
cutaneous  disease  may  occur  afler  its  performance,  and  be  the  indirect 
result  of  it,  as  vaccination  often  developes  any  tendency  to  disease  of 
the  skin,   which   may  be  present  in  the    system.     I  do  not  now  ' 

recall  but  one  instance  in  which  I  have  witnessed  any  cutaneous  enip- 
tion  to  have  followed  vaccination  this  season ;  this  was  eczematous  in 
its  character,  and  appeared  about  the  tenth  or  twelfth  day  of  the  ope-  -^ 

ration,  in  an  eruption  behind  the  cars  and  upon  the  lower  part  of  the 
scalp ;  the  child  was  teething  at  the  time,  which  was  enough  in  my 
opinion  to  account  for  it ;  and  that  it  was  owing  to  this,  and  not  the 
matter,  was  shown  by  its  being  used  in  quite  a  number  of  instances, 
before  and  afterwards,  without  any  such  result  being  produced.  If 
physicians  would  make  a  careful  record  of  all  such  cases  that  come 
under  their  notice,  a  mass  of  information  would  be  obtained,  which 
would  enable  us  to  dispel  many  of  the  illusions  of  the  public. 

Of  course  the  popular  notion  that  vaccination  should  be  done  at 
every  certain  and  defined  period  of  one's  life,  is  altogether  wrong ; 
there  can,  with  reason,  be  no  such  course  marked  out ;  but  if  the  ope- 
ration was  done  during  infancy,  it  is  certainly  proper  that  it  should  be 
tested  after  the  subject  has  grown  up.  K  any  thing  further  than  this 
is  done,  it  must  be  as  much  to  satisfy  the  wishes  and  quiet  the  fears  of 
the  timid,  as  to  comply  with  any  rule  indicated  by  reason  or  experi- 
ence. 

In  regard  to  the  sanitary  measures  of  the  town,  I  may  say  that  they 
are  improving ;  sewers  are  being  constantly  built,  and  although  ex- 
pensive, are  of  vast  importance.  The  free  and  liberal  use  of  the  Con- 
necticut river  water  is  increasing,  and  our  citizens  are  beginning  to 
appreciate  the  great  importance  of  its  introduction.  Its  use  for  domes- 
tic purposes  is  extending,  as  it  will  for  bathing,  unless  men  are 
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deterred  from  it  hj  the  expensive  apparatus,  or  the  notion  sometimes 
inculcated  that  it  is  an  operation  necessary  to  be  performed  for  the 
whole  body  every  day.  There  is  an  inmiense  amount  of  humbug 
connected  by  enthusiasts,  with  this  matter  of  bathing,  that  will  be 
exploded  by  and  by,  when  men  come  to  see  that  they  may  use  water 
rationally,  without  converting  themselves  into  amphibious  apimals. 

Habtfobd,  April,  1857. 

Dr.  Warner^  of  Wethersfieldj  reports  "  a  year  of  remarkable  health." 
Hooping  cough  prevailed,  but  to  no  great  extent. 

Dr.  Griswoldy  of  Rocky  HiUy  reports  that  ^  the  amount  of  sickness 
was  much  less  than  usual,  and  the  number  of  deaths  smaller  than  be- ' 
fore  in  many  years.  There  were  no  epidemics  of  any  kind,  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  when  measles  began  to  prevail  extensively,  and 
have  continued  into  the  present  year.  We  had  a  few  cases  of  scarlet 
fever,  but  the  disease  was  of  a  mild  character  and  was  easily^  man- 
aged." 
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ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M,  D.,  Presidewt. 
J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D,,  ViOE-PREsroENx. 
G.  0.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer, 
P.  M.  HASTINGS,  M.  D^  Secretary. 

0tanbtni9  dommxtlut. 

OomndUee  of  ExaminaHon. 

ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  ex  officio. 
P.  G.  ROCKWELL,  M.  D. 
BENJAMIN  D.  DEAN,  M.  D. 
B.  N.  COMINGS,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  B.  CASEY,  M.  D. 
TIMOTHY  DIMMOCK,  M.  D. 

Chmmittee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  £uane. 

C.  B.  BROMLEY,  M.  D. 

N.  B.  IVES,  M.  D. 

GEORGE  BLACEMAN,  M.  D. 

B.  B.  NORTH,  M.  D. 

WILLIAM  WOODBRIDGE,  M.  D. 


Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Tale 

College. 

ROBERT  HUBBARD,  M.  D. 
L.  N.  BEARDSLEY,  M.  D. 
RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  WOODRUFF,  M.  D. 
JOHN  B.  LEWIS,  M.  D. 

Committee  on  Registration, 

J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D. 
S.  G.  HUBBARD,  M.  D. 
GURDON  W.  RUSSELL,  M.  D. 

Committee  of  Publication. 

P.  A.  JEWETT,  M.  D. 
GEORGE  W.  BURKE,  M.  D. 
P.  M.  HASTINGS,  M.  D. 
ROBERT  HUBBARD,  M.  D. 
P.  G.  ROCKWELL,  M.  D. 


PROCEEDINGS 


The  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society  was  held  in  the  city  of  Waterbury,  May 
26th  and  27th,  1858. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  11  o'clock 
A.  M. 

Drs.  Wra.  Woodruff,  D.  C.  Lathrop,  and  L.  J.  Sandford  were 
appointed  a  Committee  on  Credentials. 

Dr.  Woodruff,  Chairman,  reported  the  following  list  of  Fellows, 
elected  by  the  several  County  Societies,  viz. : 

FELLOWS. 

Habtford  Countt. 

Thomafl  Miner,  M.  D.  P.  M.  Hastings,  M.  D. 

William  S.  Piereon,  M.  D.  C.  M.  Brownell,  M.  D. 

George  A.  Moody,  M.  D. 

New  London  Countt. 

Lewis  S.  Paddock,  M.  D.  *  Benjamin  D.  Dean,  M.  D. 

Isaac  G.  Porter,  M.  D.  George  E.  Palmer,  M.  D. 

John  C.  Bollcs,  M.  D. 

Fairfield  County. 

N.  D.  Haight,  M.  D.  *  L.  W.  Bnrritt,  M.  D. 

*  D.  S.  Burr,  M.  D.  S.  S.  Noyes,  M.  D. 

Robert  Hnbbard,  M.  D. 

Middlesex  County. 

Wm.  B.  Casey,  M.  D.  F.  W.  Shepard,  M.  D. 

Miner  C.  Hazen,  M.  D. 

New  Haven  County. 

M.  C.  Leavenworth,  M.  D.  Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D. 

J.  Knight,  M.  D.  W.  C.  Williams,  M.  D. 

L.  J.  Sandford,  M.  D. 

•Absent. 
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WnfDHJLM   COUKTT. 

♦  Dyer  Hughes,  M.  D.  *  Asa  Witter,  M.  D. 

Dewitt  C.  Lathrop,  M.  D.  *  William  A.  Lewis,  M.  D. 

Wm.  Woodbridge,  M.  D. 

LiTCHTIBLD   CoUKTT. 

BarriU  B.  North,  M.  D.  William  Woodraff,  M.  D. 

R.  M.  Fowler,  M.  D.  A.  M.  Huxley,  M.  D. 

D.  B.  W.  Camp,pf .  D. 

TOLLAKD   COXTWTT. 

John  B.  Lewis,  M.  D.  Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D. 

Wm.  N.  Clark,  M.  D. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  1^  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  1^  o'clock  P.  M. 

Benjamin  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  the  President,  then  delivered  his 
second  Annual  Address,  ^^On  the  Claims  of  the  Begular  Medical 
Profession  upon  the  Confidence  of  the  Community." 

On  motion,  an  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  presented  to  Dr. 
Catlin  for  his  ahle  and  interesting  Address,  and  a  copy  requested  for 
publication. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year.    The  following  gentlemen  were  elected,  viz. : 

ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  Pbesidbnt. 
J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Viob-Pbesident. 
G.  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Tbeasuber. 
P.  M.  HASTLNGS,  M.  D.,  Seceetary. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Committee  on  the  Unfin- 
ished Business  of  the  last  year ;  viz.,  Drs.  C.  M.  Brownell,  Wm.  B. 
Casey,  and  Wm.  Woodruffl 

Dr.  Ellsworth  presented  a  copy  of  the  Transactions  of  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Society  for  1858,  &om  Sylvester  D.  Willard, 
M.  D.,  Secretary. 

On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed,  and  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  notify  Dr.  Willard  of  the  acceptance  of  his  valuable 
present. 

The  Treasurer,  Dr.  Sumner,  presented  his  annual  report,  which 
was  accepted  and  referred  to  the  following  Committee,  to  be  audited ; 
viz.,  Drs.  Pierson,  Palmer,  Noyes,  Leavenworth,  Woodbridge,  Hux- 
ley, and  Preston. 

•Absent. 


General  Summary  of  the  Treasurer's  Report. 

Cash  in  Treasury,    -----  $190.77 

Due  from  County  Clerks,        -  -  -    $994.98 

Deduct  one-half  for  bad  debts,  abatements,  and 

conmiissions,  &c.,        -  -  .  497.49 

497.49 


Total  Cash  and  due  from  Clerks,  -  -  -        $688.26 

The  Society  owes  for  outstanding  debentures,         -  -    863.25 

Leaving  balance  in  favor  of  Society,     -  -  .        $325.01 

The  Auditing  Committee  reported  through  their  Chairman,  Dr. 
Pierson,  that  they  had  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and 
found  them  to  be  correct. 

Report  was  accepted. 

Drs.  Moody,  BoUes,  and  Haight  were  appointed  a  Committee  on 
Debentures. 

Drs.  Kaight,  Porter,  Hubbard,  Lathrop,  Fowler,  Casey,  Clark, 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  the  American 
Medical  Association  for  the  year  1859. 

Drs*  Paddock,  Hubbard,  Miner,  Sandford,  Woodbridge,  Camp,  and 
J.  B.  Lewis,  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students. 

Drs.  Talcott,  Pierson,  J.  G.  Porter,  Haight,  Shepard,  Lathrop 
North,  and  Clark,  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary 
Membership. 

Drs.  Woodruff,  Palmer,  and  Sandford,  Committee  to  nominate 
Dissertators. 

Dr.  C.  M.  Brownell,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Unfinished  Busi- 
ness,  reported,  that  they  found  one  resolution  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  past  year,  which  seemed  to  require  attention,  referring  to  the  rela- 
tions which  were  said  to  exist  between  certain  members  of  the  Society 
and  irregular  practitioners  of  medicine. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  took  up  the  matter  informally.  Dr.  Knight  in  the  Chair. 
Ailer  full  and  free  discussion,  Dr.  Rockwell  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  passed  by  the  Committee  ;  viz. : 

Resohedj  That  it  is  in  violation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  By- 
Laws  and  code  of  Ethics,  both  National  and  State,  to  hold  any  pro- 
fessional consultation,  either  surgical  or  medical,  with  any  practitioner 
of  any  irregular  sect  in  medicine. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  above  resoluticm  to  the 
Convention. 
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Tho  report  of  the  Committee  was  imanimouslj  adopted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  procure  materials  for  Biographical 
Sketches  of  deceased  members  of  the  Society,  not  being  ready  to 
report,  was  continued  for  another  year. 

Adjourned. 

Evening  Sesnony  7  J  o'doch 

Convention  called  to  order. 

On  ballot,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  fill  vacancies  in 
the  Standing  Committees. 

Committee  on  Examinations,  Drs.  B.  N.  Comings,  William  B. 
Casey,  and  Timothy  Dimmock. 

Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane, 
Drs.  B.  B.  North  and  William  Woodbridge. 

Conmiittee  to  nominate  Professors  in  Medical  Institution  of  Yale 
College,  Drs.  William  Woodruff,  John  B.  Lewis,  and  Bufus  Blake- 
man. 

Committee  on  Registration,  Dr.  G.  W.  Russell. 

Committee  of  Publication,  Drs.  Hastings,  Robert  Hubbard,  and  P. 
G.  Rockwell. 

Dr.  Knight,  Chairman,  reported  the  following  names  of  Delegates 
to  the  American  Medical  Association ;  viz. : 

Drs.  H.  A.  Grant,  J.  B.  Lewis,  A.  B.  Haile,  and  F.  S.  Dickinson. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  above  named  gentlemen  were  appointed 
to  represent  this  Society  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  National  Medical 
Association. 

Dr.  Paddock,  Chairman,  reported  the  names  of  Lewis  H.  Allen, 
£pom  New  Haven  County,  and  J.  W.  Barker,  from  Middlesex  County, 
elected  by  the  County  Societies;  also  Nelson  G.  Hall  and  Henry  A. 
Hoyt,  of  New  Haven  County,  and  Charles  H.  Hubbard,  of  Middle- 
sex County, — as  proper  persons  to  recommend  for  gratuitous  course  of 
Lectures. 

Report  adopted. 

Dr.  Talcott,  Chairman,  reported  that  they  would  recommend  for 
Honorary  Membership,  James  McNaughton,  M.  D.,  of  Albany,  and 
Ushur  Parsons,  M.  D.,  of  Providence.  For  Honorary  Degree, 
Nathaniel  D.  Haight,  of  Stamford. 

Report  adopted. 

Dr.  Jewett,  &om  Committee  of  Publication,  reported  the  following 
papers,  as  worthy  of  publication  with  the  proceedings  of  this  Con* 
vention;  viz.,    "On   Puerperal   Convulsions,"  by   C*  A.  Lindsley, 


M.  D.,  of  New  Haven ;  "  On  Human  Embryology,"  by  C.  L.  Ives, 
M.  D.,  of  New  Haven,  both  read  before  the  New  Haven  County 
Medical  Society ;  "  On  Surgical  Diseases  of  the  Rectum,"  by  L.  S. 
Paddock,  M.  D^  of  Norwich,  read  before  the  New  London  County 
Medical  Society ;  a  Sanitary  Report,  by  A.  W.  Barrows,  M.  D.,  of 
Hartford ;  a  Biographical  Sketch  of  Wm.  C.  Williams,  M.  D.,  by 
Wm.  Scott,  M.  D.,  of  Manchester,  both  read  before  the  Hartford 
County  Medical  Society ;  a  Biographical  Sketch  of  John  S.  Peters, 
M.  D.,  by  J.  B.  Lewis,  M.  D.,  of  Vernon,  read  before  the  Tolland 
County  Medical  Society. 

Report  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  papers  recommended 
were  directed  to  be  published  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  present 
year. 

Dr.  Casey  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted;  viz.: 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Annual  Convention  of  the  State  Medical 
Society  be  held  in  the  city  of  Middletown. 

Dr.  Woodward  from  Committee  on  Examinations  read  a  report. 

Accepted. 

Dr.  Piatt,  on  behalf  of  the  "  Waterbury  Medical  Association," 
invited  the  Convention  to  attend  an  entertainment  provided  at  the 
Scovill  House. 

Adjourned. 

Thursday f  8  o*chck  A.  Mi 

Convention  assembled. 

The  Secretary  read  a  report  from  E.  K.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  of  Hartford, 
Chairman  of  Committee  appointed  "To  devise  some  plan  for  the 
better  accommodation  of  Insane  Convicts." 

Also,  a  report  from  E.  K.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  Chairman  of  "  Committee 
to  confer  with  the  State  Librarian  on  the  subject  of  Registration." 

Both  accepted,  and  directed  to  be  published  with  the  proceedings 
of  this  Convention. 

Dr.  Woodruff,  Chairman,  recommended  Rufus  Baker,  M.  D.,  of 
Deep  River,  as  Dissertator  of  the  next  Convention,  and  A.  B.  Haile, 
M.  D.,  of  Norwich,  as  Alternate. 

Adopted. 

Dr.  Beckwith  moved  that  the  annual  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifly 

cents  be  levied  upon  the  members  of  this  Society,  payable  on  the 

first  day  of  June  next. 

Adopted. 
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On  motion  by  Dr.  Catlin, 

The  subject  of  the  ^'  Registration  of  Diseases  **  was  referred  to  the 
G>ni]nittee  of  Publication,  and  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  pro- 
cure the  blank  forms  published  by  the  New  York  State  Medical 
Society. 

Dr.  Woodruff- moved  the  following  resolution ;  viz. : 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Medical  Convention  be  tendered 
to  the  members  of  the  Waterbury  Medical  Association  and  citizens 
of  Waterbury,  for  the  warm-hearted  and  cordial  reception  we  have 
received  at  their  hands,  and  that  the  associations  here  formed  will  be 
held  in  long  and  grateful  remembrance. 

Adopted. 

Dr.  Sandford  proposed  the  following ;  viz. : 

Resolvedj  That  the  thanks  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society 
are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's 
Institute,  of  Waterbury,  for  the  gratuitous  use  of  their  room  for  our 
present  session. 

Adopted. 

A  vote  of  thanks  -to  the  late  President,  Dr.  Catlin,  for  the  able  and 
efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  for  two  years  past,  was 
unanimously  tendered. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  the  late  Secretary,  Dr.  Beckwith, 
for  the  ability  manifested  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

On  motion  by  Dr.  Beckwith, 

It  was  ordered  by  the  Convention  that  500  copies  of  the  Proceed- 
ings should  be  published,  and  distributed  to  the  several  counties. 

Dr.  Moody,  Chairman,  reported  a  list  of  Debentures,  which  was 
accepted,  and  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  represent  this  Society 
in  the  next  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society ; 
viz.: 

D.  W.  C.  Lathrop,  M.  D.,  of  Windham  County. 
Thomas  Miner,  M.  D.,  of  Hartford  County. 
P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  of  New  Haven  County. 
G.  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  of  Tolland  County. 
Ashbel  Woodward,  M.  D.,  of  New  London  County. 
George  Seymour,  M.  D.,  of  Litchfield  County. 
S.  S.  Noyes,  M.  D.,  of  Fairfield  County. 
Miner  C.  Hazen,  M.  D.,  of  Middlesex  County. 
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Dr.  Beckwith  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted ; 
viz.: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Publication  be  entered  in  our 
Proceedings,  as  one  of  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  and  be  increased  bj  the  addition  of  two  members, 
who  shall  be  appointed  hj  the  President. 

A  circular  from  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Indiana  State  Med- 
ical Society,  to  effect  interchanges  of  the  published  transactions  of 
local  Societies  within  the  United  States,  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  acknowledge  its  receipt, 
and  to  send  a  copy  of  our  proceedings  to  all  the  State  Medical  Societies. 

An  invitation  was  extended  to  the  members  of  the  Convention,  to 
visit  the  various  objects  of  interest  in  the  city  of  Waterbury,  and 
carriages  were  provided  for  the  purpose  of  conveyance  by  the  Water- 
bury  Medical  Association. 

Invitation  accepted. 

Convention  adjourned.  ' 

P.  M.  HASTINGS,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


I 
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embers  of  tje  ^orietg. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

JAMES  JACKSON, 
♦JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN, 
♦THEODORE  ROMEYN  BECK, 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD, 
JOHN  DELAMATER, 
JACOB  BIGELOW,       - 
WALTER  CHANNING,      - 
HENRY  MITCHELL,   - 
NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY,      - 
WILLIAM  TULLY,      - 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS,    - 
WILLARD  PARKER, 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR, 
ALDEN  MARCH,     - 
CHARLES  A.  LEE,      - 
DAVID  S.  C.  H.  SMITH, 
HENRY  D.  BULKLEY, 
J.  MARION  SYMS, 
JOHN  WATSON, 
FRANK  H.  HAMILTON, 
ROBERT  WATTS, 
J.  V.  C.  SMITH,       - 
O.  WENDELL  HOLMES, 
JOSEPH  SARGENT, 
MASON  F.  COGSWELL, 
FOSTER4HOOPER, 
THOMAS  C.  BRINSMADB, 
GEORGE  CHANDLER, 
GHiMAN  KIMBALL,    - 
JAMES  MoNAUGHTON, 
USHUR  PARSONS,     - 


Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
New  Haven. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Norwich,  N.  Y. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
New  York. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Springfield,  Maas. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Charleston,  S.  0. 
Deerfield,  Mass. 
New  York. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
New  York. 
New  York. 
New  York. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 
Boston,  Mau. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Fall  River,  Mass. 
Troy,  N.  Y. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Lowell,  BfasB. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Providence,  B.  I. 


♦Deceased. 


-• 


v^^ 


SlfEhrs  rf  :hf  .^rrir:?. 


HOXOEAKY  MEMBERv 


JAXES  JACK>'S. 
BEXJAMiy  flLLDlAX, 

♦thx<'»dmee  b«  •mets  beck, 
edvabd  delafield, 

JOHK  DELAMATER, 
JACOB  BIGEIyOW, 
WALTEB  CHAXXISG,      - 
HEXBT  MITCHELL,   - 
XATHJLN  BYNO  SMITH, 
VALEXTIXE  MOTT. 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY,      - 
WILLIAM  TULLY,      . 
RICHMOXD  BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS, 
WILLARD  PARKER, 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR, 
ALDEN  MARCH,     - 
CHARLES  A,  LEE,      - 
DAVID  S.  C.  H.  SMITH, 
HENRY  D.  BULKLEY, 
J.  MARION  SYMS, 
JOHN  WATSON, 
FRANK  H.  HAMILTON, 
ROBERT  WATTS, 
J.  V.  C.  SMITH, 
O.  WENDELL  HOLMES, 
JOSEPH  SARGENT, 
MASON  F.  COGSWELL, 
FOSTER4HOOPER, 
THOMAS  C.  BRINSMADB, 
GEORGE  CHANDLER, 
GHiMAN  KIMBALL,    - 
JAMES  McNAUOHTON, 
USHUB  PARSONS,     - 


AlKJinx    N    V. 

Six  XA^\\{*s  M«v, 

IWnti'Ui,  M<iM. 
Now  York. 

AU>iu\,r»  N.  Y, 
Now  York. 

Now  York. 
Now  York. 
Now  York. 
BiinVito.  N.  Y. 
Now  York. 
tloRtfiti,  MnM. 
Ilnnton,  MnM. 
Won*oNt«*r.  Miuw. 
Altmnx,  N.  Y. 
Vntl  Uiror,  Mmn. 
Troy,  N,  Y. 
W»r<M««(^r,  Mml 
f/iwell,  Mmni 
AHmrtyt  tf,  Y, 
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NEW  HATBN  COUNTY. 

E.  H.  BISHOP,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
JoHH  NiGOLL,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Nbw  Haten,  Eli  Ives,  T.  P.  Beers,  Jon- 
athan Knight,  Samuel  Punderson,  A.  S. 
Monson,  Charles  Hooker,  N.  B.  Ives, 
E.  H.  Bishop,  Levi  Ires,  P.  A.  Jew- 
ett,  D.  L.  Da^?ett,  Geo.  0.  Sumner, 
D.  A.  Tyler,  Henry  Bronson,  E.  A. 
Park,  S.  G.  Hubbard,  W.  J.  Whiting, 
H.  W.  £.  Matthews,  C.  A.  Lindsley, 
Worthington  Hooker,  T.  P.  Beers, 
Jr.,  T.  H.  Totten,  John  NicoU,  C.  H. 
Austin,  Moses  C.  White,  L.  J.  Sand- 
ford,  C.  L.  Ires,  A.  H.  Churchill, 
Edward  Bulkley,  J.  C.  O'NeU. 

Fair  Haven,  iMman  Parker,  C.  S. 
Thompson,  W.  M.  White,  Ezra 
Smith. 

WestviUe,  Samuel  Lloyd. 

Orange,  Henry  W.  Painter. 

Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branfosd,  W.  L.  Lay,  H.  V.  C.  Hoi- 
comb. 

North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 

Chbshisb,  a.  J.  Driggs,  W.  C.  Wil- 
liams. 

Dbrbt,  Charles  H.  Pinney. 


Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsley,  Thos. 

Dutton. 
HumphreysviUe,  Thomas  Stoddard,  S.  C. 

Jonnson,  Joshua  Kendall. 
GuiLFOBD,  Joel  Canfield,  Alvan  Tal- 

cott. 
Hahden,  Edwin  D.  Swift. 
Madison,  D.  M.  Webb. 
Mbbiden,  N.  Nickerson. 
West  Meriden,  B.  H.  CATLIN,  E.  W. 

Hatch,  Boswell  Hawley. 
MiLFOBD,  Hull  Allen,  L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Naugatuck,  J.  D.  Mears,  Henry  iPier- 

pont. 
North  Haven,  R.  T.  Stillman. 
Oxford,  Lewis  Barnes. 
SouTHBURT,  A.  B.  Bnrritt. 
South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Wallinofobd,  Nehemiah  Banks. 
Yalesville,  C.  B.  McCarty. 
Watbrburt,  M,  C.  Leavenworth,  G.  L. 

Flatt,  John  Deacon,  G.  E.  Perkins, 

P.  G.  Rockwell,  Thomas  Dougherty. 
Woodbridgb,  Isaac  Goodsell,  Andrew 

Castle. 


NEW  LONDON  COTTNTY. 

JOSEPH  COMSTOCK,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Benjamin  D.  Dean,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  N.  S, 

Perkins,  James  Morgan,    Isaac    G. 

Porter,  Wm.  W.  Miner,  Seth  Smith, 

D.  P.  Francis,  Albert  Hobron,  Robert 

A.  Manwarring. 
NoBWiCH,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Erastus 

Osgood,  Elijah  Dyer,  Elisha  Phinney, 

Benj.  D.  Dean,  A.  B.  Halle,  John  P. 

Fuller,   Edwin  Bentley,    Daniel    F. 

Gulliver,  Lewis  S.  Paddock. 
Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 
Colchester,  Ezekiel  Parsons,  Frederick 

Mortfan^  Melancthon  Storrs. 
East  Lyme,  John  L,  Smith,  Austin  T. 

Perkins.  ' 


Franklin,  ASHBEL  WOOD  WARD. 

Groton,  Joseph  Durfey. 

Noank,  A.  T.  Douglass. 

Lebanon,  Joseph  Comstock,  Ralph  P. 

Greene. 
Lyme,  Richard  Noyes, 
MoNTViLLB,  John  C.  BoUes. 
Uncasville,  S.  E.  Maynard. 
Preston,  E.  B  Downing. 
Stonington,  William  Hyde,  George  E. 

Palmer,  William  Hyde,  Jr. 
'^  Mystic,  Mason  Manning, 
'Mystic  Bridge,    E.   F.    Coats,   A.   W. 

Coats. 
Old  Lyme,  Robert  MeCurdy  Lord. 
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FAIRFIELD  COUNTY. 


GEORGE  BLACKMAN,  M.  D.,  Chainnan. 
M.  B.  Fabdbb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Faisfield,  S.  p.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 

Greenfield,  RUFUS  BLAKEMAN. 

Southport,  Justus  Sherwood. 

Bridoepobt,  D.  H.  Nash,  F.  J.  Jud- 
son,  H.  L.  W.  Burritt,  Wm.  B.  Nash, 
Robert  Hubbard,  H.  N.  Bennett. 

Bbookfibld,  a.  L.  Williams. 

Danbubt,  E.  p.  Bennett. 

Easton,  James  Baldwin. 

Huntington,  James  H.  Skelton, 

Nbw  Canaan,  Samuel  L,  Noyes,  Lewis 
Richards. 


NoRWALK,  John  A,  McLane,  Ira  Greg- 
ory, Samuel  Lynes. 

South  NonvaJk,  M.  B.  Pardee. 

Stamfobd,  N.  D.  Haight,  Lewis  Hurl- 
burt. 

Dabien,  Samuel  Sands. 

Stbatfobd,  Wm,  T,  Shelton, 

Tbumbull,  ELIJAH  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  Geoi^  Dyer. 

Westpobt,  George  Blackman,  David 
S.  Burr. 

Gbbbnwich,  J.  H.  Hoyt. 


WINDHAM  COUNTY. 


WM.  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Jambs  B.  Whitoomb;  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Bbookltn,  James  B.  Whitcomb,  Wm. 
Woodbridge. 

Abhfobd,  John  H.  Simmons. 

West  KiUingly,  Stephen  C.  Griggs, 
ChaftfA  C.  Cundall,  Sam'l  Hntchins, 
David  E.  Hall. 

South  KiUingly,  Daniel  A.  Hovey. 

East  KiUingly,  Edwin  A.  HiU. 

DaysviUe,  Justin  Hammond.     

Plainfibld,  wm.  H.  COGSWELL. 

CentreoiUe,  Charles  H.  Rogers. 

Moosup,  Lewis  E.  Dixon,  Frank  Bur- 
gess. 

STBBLiNa,  Wm.  A.  Lewis. 

YoLUVTOWK,  Harv^  Campbell, 


Cantbbbubt,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Joseph 

Palmer. 
Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 
Windham,  Chester  Hunt,  D.  W.  C. 

Lathrop. 
Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 
Hampton,  Ehfer  Hughes. 
PoMFBET,  Hiram  Hok,  Lewis  Williams. 
North  Woodstock,  Asa  Witter. 
South  Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Marcy. 
West  Woodstock,  Milton  Bradford. 
Thompson,  Samuel   Holbrook,  John 

McGregor. 
Putnam,  H.  W.  Hough,  E.  R.  Payne. 


LITCHFIELD  COUNTY. 


HENRY  M.  KNIGHT,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
D.  E.  BoBTWiOK,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Litchfield,  J.  G.  Beckwith,  George 

Seymour,  H.  W.  Buell. 
South  Farms,  Garry  H.  Miner. 
Canaan,  Ithamar  H.   Smith,   A.  A. 

Wright. 
South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 
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CoBNWALL,  Burritt  B.  North. 
West  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Gold. 
Gaylord's  Bridae,  G.  H.  St.  John. 
GosHBN,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
Habwinton,  G.  B.  Miller. 
Kbnt,  WeUs  Beardsley. 


18 


Nbw  Milfobd,  Jefdd  WiUiama, 
Bridoewatbs,  Horace  Judaon, 
Norfolk,  Wm.  W.  Welch,  John  H. 

Welch. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbn^. 
Plymouth.  IMow,  Wm.  Woodniff. 
RoxBUST,  Myron  Downs. 
Si-LiBBURT,  falls  Village,  C.  B.  Maltbie. 
LakevUle,  Benj.   Weldi,  Wm.  Bissell, 

H.  M.  Knight. 


Shaboit,  Balph  Deming,  Willuun  W. 
Knight. 

Wdcottmlle,  E.  Bancroft,  J.  W.  Phelps. 

Wabbbn,  Jno.  B.  Derickson. 

Washikgtok,  R,  M,  Fotder, 

New  Preston,  S.  H.  Lyman,  £.  P.  Ly- 
man. 

West  Winsted,  Jas.  Welch,  J.  W.  Bid- 
well. 

Woodbubt,  Charles  H.  Webb. 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 


W.  B.  CASEY,  M.  D.,  Chainnan. 
Elisha  B.  Ntb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


MiDDLBTOWN,  Joseph  Barratt,  Charles 
Woodward,  Wm.  B.  Casey,  EUsha 
B.  Nye,  Geoi^ge  W.  Burke,  Miner  C. 
Hazen. 

Cromwell,  Ira  Hutchinson. 

East  Hampton,  F.  G.  Edgcrton. 

Middle  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worthington. 

Chbstbb,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  D.  H.  Hubbard. 

Durham,  B.  W.  Mathewson. 


East  Haddam,  Asa  M,  Holt,  Datus 

Williams. 
Haddam,  Edwin  Bidwell. 
Portland,  George  0,  Jarvis,  G.  C.  H. 

Gilbert. 
Satbrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Essex,  A.  H.  Hough,  F.  W.  Shepard. 
Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 
Westbrook,  Horace  Burr. 


TOLLAND  C0T7NTT. 


TIMOTHY  DIMOCK,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Gilbbrt  H.  Prbston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,  0.  JT.  Isham,  G.  H.  Preston. 

Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 

North  Coventry  1  Eleazer  Hunt. 

South  Coventry,  Timothy  Dimock,  Henry 

S.  Dean. 
Ellington,  Horatio  Dow, 
Hebron,  Orrin  C.  White. 
North  Mansfield,  Norman  Brigham,  W. 

H.  Richardson. 
South  Mansfield,  Eari  Swift, 


Sombrs,  Oraon  Wood. 
East  Stafford  Wm.  N.  Clark. 
West  Stafford,  J.  C.  Blodgett. 
Stafford  Springs,  C.  B.  Newton. 
StaffordvilU,  S.  F.  Pomeroy. 
Union,  £.  Linsley. 
Vernon,  John  B.  Lewis. 
Rockville,  Alden  Skinner. 
Willinoton,  Fnuids  L.  Dickinson. 
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SUMMARY  OF  ORDINARY  MEMBERS  FOR  1858;  WITH  DEATHS 
REPORTED  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  Ist,  1858. 


Taxable. 

Not  Taxable. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

Hartford  Coantj, 

67 

10 

77 

1 

New  Hayen  County, 

66 

8 

74 

3 

New  London  County, 

31 

10 

41 

0 

Fairfield  County, 

21 

7 

28 

0 

Windham  County, 

25 

7 

32 

0 

Litchfield  County, 

29 

6 

35 

0 

Middlesex  County, 

18 

4 

22 

0 

Tolland  County, 

U 

6 

20 

0 

271  58  329  4 

NoTB. — ^Former  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  State  Society  are  permanent 
members  of  the  annual  Convention,  having  the  privilege  of  attending  all  meetings 
and  performing  all  the  duties  of  Fellows,  except  voting.  All  the  members  of 
the  Society  are  invited  to  be  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  Convention. 

DBATHS  OF  MBMBBB8  DURINO  THB  TB1.R    BNDIKG    APRIL     IST,     1858,  WITH 
THB  AGB   AND   DIBBASS   SO  FAR  AS  ASCBRTAINED. 

Hartford  County,  Wm.  C.  Williams,  aged  — .    Suicide. 

New  Haven  County,  Sturgis  Bulkley,  aged  58  years.    Erysipelas. 

"  "  Charles  Byington,  aged  62  years.    Dropsy. 

**  "  John  E.  Downes,  aged  26  years.    Consumption. 


DUTIES  OF  COUNTY  CLERKS. 

To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately  after 
the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
before  the  first  dav  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  the  Fellows  elect,  immediately  after 
the  County  Meetings. 

To  return  to  the  Treaanrer  the  names  of  Members  delinquent  on  taxes,  with 
the  amounts  severally  due  from  each. 

To  transmit  duplicate  Usts  of  the  Members  of  the  Society  to  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  penalty  of  five  dollars 
for  each  neglect. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Society,  on  the  first  day  of  its  Annual 
Convention,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  Members  of  this  Society  who 
have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  several 
County  Societies. 
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RULES    OF   ORDER. 

1.  OTiganization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  bj  the  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  Election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  Officers  for  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves,  &c., 

from  the  several  Counties,  and  Members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  Gratuitous  Course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Memberships. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves,  &c. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  forward 

in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 


k.  ^ 


DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

1794.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 

1795.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  Different  Species  of  Colic. 

1796.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
1796.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 

1796.  Dr.  Lewis  Collins,  on  the  Most  Eligible  Mode  of  Increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 
1796.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject 
1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 

1798.  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  an  Essay. 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  D wight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  Deleterious  Effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot 
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ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen: — ^Assembled  in  this  pleasant  rural  city  amid  the 
greetings  of  our  kind  brethren,  but  more  especiollj  under  the  protection 
of  the  Supreme  Being,  we  may  quietly  pursue  our  deliberations  and 
endeavor  to  advance  the  interests  of  our  profession,  though  not  as  on 
other  occasions  of  this  kind  at  one  of  the  capitals  of  the  State,  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  Legislature,  from  which  we  have  derived 
our  chartered  right. 

As  many  of  us  have  recently  come  from  that  large  convocation  of 
medical  brethren  at  the  national  capitol,  it  is  desirable  that  we 
should  bring  with  us  some  enthusiasm  obtained  from  that  centre  of 
influence.  Our  business  this  day  is  to  ascertain  what  has  been  done 
for  the  advancement  of  medical  science,  to  consider  and  recommend 
such  other  measures  as  shall  seem  to  us  important  for  the  improve- 
ment of  our  profession. 

Though  we  shall  find  little  has  been  accomplished  in  our  society, 
in  comparison  with  the  great  and  important  improvements  which  we 
trust  are  yet  to  be  made,  still  I  am  happy  to  say  the  last  year  has  been 
one  of  progress.  Two  new  standing  committees,  one  upon  regis- 
tration, the  other  upon  publication,  were  appointed  at  the  last  Con- 
vention, and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  they  have  attended  to  the 
duties  assigned  them.  The  first,  by  conferring  with  the  State 
Librarian  and  making  arrangements  for  the  issue  of  more  perfect 
blanks  for  future  returns.  The  latter  have  prepared  and  forwarded  to 
the  clerks  of  the  county  societies  an  able  and  important  circular, 
requesting  them  to  communicate  with  those  selected  as  dissertators, 
and  press  upon  them  the  importance  of  prompt  attention  to  their 
appointments.  Important  reports,  I  trust,  will  be  presented  by  these 
committees,  which  may  require  farther  action  by  the  Convention, 
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We  hope  at  leadt  to  receive  some  valuable  dissertations,  reports, 
and  biographical  notices  worthy  of  publication  with  our  proceedings, 
making  a  pamphlet  of  greater  pretensions  than  those  heretofore 
published. 

In  my  communication  to  the  Convention  one  year  since,  I  stated 
that  I  had  addressed  circulars  to  the  clerks  of  the  county  societies? 
requesting  them  to  present  to  their  county  meetings  the  importance 
of  having  committees  of  inquiry  appointed,  which,  if  attended  to, 
may  another  year  present  facts  from  different  parts  of  the  State 
eminently  useful  to  the  President  for  the  preparation  of  his  annual 
address.  Though  I  have  been  informed  that  these  circulars  were 
favorably  received,  and  committees  appointed  in  most  of  the  counties, 
the  information  desired  has  not  been  obtained. 

The  chairman  of  one  county  committee  sent  me  a  brief  note  more 
than  a  ^^ear  since,  but  it  contained  no  facts  not  already  before  the 
Society.  The  clerk  of  one  county  meeting  where  no  committee  had 
been  appointed,  sent  me  a  few  facts  showing  the  low  state  of  the 
society  in  the  county  where  he  resides.  Less  than  one-half  of  the 
regularly  educated  physicians  of  the  county  are  members  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society  ;  no  dissertation  had  been  read  for  several 
years.  There  was  a  considerable  increase  of  quackery ;  several  even 
of  their  members  secretly  associate  and  even  consult  with  quacks. 

The  failure  of  these  committees  shows  either  that  they  did  not  enter 
into  my  views,  consider  them  important,  or  they  have  manifested 
their  reluctance  to  assuming  responsibility  or  engaging  in  any  labor 
necessary  for  the  improvement  of  our  profession,  to  which  I  have 
alluded  on  another  occasion. 

The  last  Convention  passed  a  resolution  approving  and  indorsing 
the  reconmiendation  of  the  American  Medical  Association  in  relation 
to  the  duty  of  each  member  to  keep  written  notes  of  his  practice,  and 
to  report  from  time  to  time  such  statements  as  shall  seem  important 
and  interesting,  with  a  view  for  publication  with  the  annual  proceed- 
ings of  the  State  Society ;  and  in  furtherance  of  this  measure, 
recommended  the  appointment  of  a  committee  by  the  county  socie- 
ties at  their  next  annual  meetings,  to  receive  such  reports  as  may 
be  offered. 

The  county  of  New  Haven  had  previously  appointed  a  committee 
for  this  purpose,  and  at  the  semi-annual  meeting  they  were  authorized 
to  prepare,  and  issue  to  each  member  of  the  society,  a  circular  setting 
forth  the  importance  of  this  undertaking.  This  committee  have 
attended  to  the  duties  pertaining  to  their  appointment,  and  recom- 
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mended  that  the  registration  of  diseases  be  commenced  with  the  first 
of  the  present  year.  Having  an  earnest  desire  that  this  registration 
should  commence  at  the  same  time  throughout  the  State,  and  hoping 
to  aid  somewhat  in  this  important  enterprise,  I  issued  a  short  circular 
to  all  the  members  in  the  several  counties, — except  the  county  of  New 
Haven,  which  was  already  supplied, — urging  them  to  commence  the 
record  of  their  cases  the  first  of  January. 

As  we  have  so  often  found  that  the  recommendations  of  this  Conven- 
tion to  the  county  societies  have  been  overlooked,  forgotten  or  neg- 
lected, I  have  addressed  a  circular  to  the  county  societies,  reminding 
the  members  of  the  necessity  of  appointing  county  committees  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  the  State  and  National  Societies.  If 
individual  members  and  county  societies  perform  the  labor  assigned 
them,  further  action  will  be  required  of  this  Convention.  For  the 
purpose  of  insuring  uniformity  in  the  returns,  blank  tables  should  be 
furnished  by  this  Society,  so  that  each  member  might  every  month 
copy  into  them  his  notes  of  diseases  and  accidents,  made  at  the  time  of 
their  occurrence.  I  have  procured  copies  of  the  tables  prepared  for 
the  members  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  which  will  be 
useful  to  a  committee  which  may  be  appointed  to  prepare  some  for  the 
members  of  this  society.  A  committee  should  also  be  appointed,  in 
accordance  with  a  resolution  passed  in  Convention  last  year,  to  receive, 
collate,  classify,  and  prepare  for  publication  reports  received  from  the 
counties  or  individuals,  or  they  might  be  referred  to  the  standing 
committee  on  publication,  as  you  shall  deem  best. 

I  have  before  me  an  address  on  the  registration  of  diseases,  read 
before  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society  in  February  last,  by  my 
early  and  distinguished  friend,  Thomas  C.  Brinsmade,  president  of  the 
society,  who  has  been  tjustly  styled  a  pioneer  in  the  registration  of 
diseases,  having  kept  a  record  for  near  thirty  years ;  and  after  rejecting 
the  first  few  years,  as  being  too  imperfect  in  his  opinion  to  be  worth 
tabulating,  he  has  prepared,  and  published  in  connection  with  his 
address,  a  general  summary  of  all  diseases  occurring  in  his  practice, 
from  1837  to  1858  inclusive.  He  says :  "  I  think  any  man  who  will 
persevere  in  keeping  a  record  for  one  year,  will  afterward  reluctantly 
relinquish  the  practice.  The  entries  must,  however,  be  made  every 
day,  or  if  unavoidable  obstacles  should  prevent,  as  soon  after  as 
possible,  for  if  delayed  even  for  one  week,  the  time  required  to  write 
forty  names,  with  the  diseases  and  other  conditions,  will  be  more  than 
most  physicians  can  spare  at  one  time,  so  frequent  are  the  interrup- 
tions to  which  a  man  in  full  practice  is  liable. 
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*^  The  daily  practice  of  registration  must  inevitably  benefit  every 
man  who  pursues  it.  He  can  not  write  even  the  name  of  a  disease 
without  thinking  enough  about  it  to  decide  its  diagnosis,  its  causes, 
and  the  treatment  adopted  to  remove  it.  So  far  from  occupying  time 
which  might  be  devoted  to  reading,  it  necessarily  compels  him  to 
study,  and  confine  his  researches  more  closely  to  subjects  connected 
with  his  daily  pursuits,  and  he  thus  becomes  more  identified  with  and 
attached  to  his  profession.  The  systematic  habits  which  it  induces, 
enable  him  to  accomplish  more  work  and  in  less  time  than  he  others 
wise  would." 

By  preparing  and  issuing  circulars  to  members  and  county  societies, 
I  may  have  laid  myself  open  to  the  chai^  of  attempting  extra-offi- 
cial duties.  If  so,  I  have  no  excuse  to  offer,  except  that  I  was  actu- 
ated by  an  earnest  desire  to  do  what  little  I  could,  while  I  was  called 
to  preside  over  this  ancient  and  honorable  Society,  to  promote  its  best 
interests  and  prosperity. 

A  correct  understanding  of  the  appropriate  duties  of  this  (Conven- 
tion, the  County  Societies,  and  individual  members,  and  a  wise 
distribution  of  the  labors  to  be  performed,  between  these  several 
departments,  would  conduce  greatly  to  the  advancement  of  our  pro- 
fession. We  can  not  take  a  step  in  advance  without  the  earnest, 
efficient  action  of  individuals.  If  every  member  of  this  Society  had 
any  just  appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  he  assumed  when  he 
united  with  it,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  was 
willing  to  meet  these  obligations  according  to  his  best  abilities,  em- 
bracing every  opportunity  to  make  improvements,  carefully  observing 
everything  worthy  of  observation,  recording  and  communicating  the 
results  to  the  County  meeting,  soon  a  vast  number  of  facts  would  be 
collected,  eliciting  discussion,  and  when  collected  in  the  State  Society 
would  with  others  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  be  eminently  useful  in 
establishing  important  principles.  Alas !  too  many  seem  to  practice 
medicine  only  as  a  means  of  living,  without  any  correct  idea  of  their 
high  calling,  or  a  thought  that  they  could  do  anything  to  advance  and 
improve  the  profession  of  their  choice.  The  efforts  of  those  mem- 
bers of  our  Society  who  are  alive  to  the  importance  of  improvements 
should  be  especially  directed  to  individuals,  arousing  and  stimulating 
them  to  action. 

Next  in  importance  to  individual  action  are  the  County  Societies. 
They  are  like  democracies  and  municipalities,  where  members  meet 
en  masse,  affording  the  most  favorable  opportunities  for  the  consider- 
ation and  discussion  of  subjects  brought  forward  by  individuals.     If 
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all  the  members  in  each  oountj  would  make  it  a  point  to  attend  the 
county  meeting,  (two  or  three  being  held  each  jear,)  and  make  them 
as  interesting  and  useful  as  possible,  we  should  soon  have  an  amount 
of  business  sent  up  to  this  Convention  that  would  require  several  dajs 
to  dispose  of  appropriately. 

The  state  society  being  representative  in  character,  and  limited  in 
its  powers,  is  designed  more  to  collect,  concentrate  and  publish  the  re- 
sults of  the  labors  of  individuals  and  county  societies.  The  recom- 
mendation of  subjects  for  their  consideration  and  action,  according  to 
our  custom  in  years  past,  would  be  wise  were  .they  met  with  that  re- 
sponse their  importance  demands ;  but  too  often  we  have  found  them 
remain  dead  letters  upon  our  proceedings. 

Our  profession  suffers  greatly  from  the  want  of  well  qualified  and 
ejQ&cient  nurses.  It  is  enough  for  physicians  to  bear  the  responsibili- 
ties resting  upon  them  as  prescribers,  without  being  held  accountable 
for  failures  arising  from  bad  nursing.  It  is  often  the  case  that  nur- 
ses are  employed  to  take  care  of  our  patients  who  are  opposed  to 
our  system  of  practice,  and  cannot  be  depended  upon  to  carry  out 
our  views.  This  difficulty  should  be  remedied  by  the  proper  train- 
ing and  education  of  nurses.  There  are  in  all  our  communities 
persons,  especially  females,  who  need  employment ;  and,  if  proper 
facilities  were  afforded,  they  would  become  well  qualified  for  the 
duties  of  nursing.  Every  physician  can  do  something  in  bringing 
out  the  proper  individuals,  and  giving  them  some  instruction,  but  a 
course  of  lectures  should  be  given  once  a  year  to  nurses  by  the 
professors  in  our  Medical  Institutions.  That  queen  of  nurses,  Flor- 
ence Nightingale,  has  set  us  an  example,  by  the  establishment  of  an 
institution  in  England  for  the  instruction  and  training  of  nurses, 
which  I  trust  we  shall  not  be  slow  in  foUowing  in  this  land  of 
freedom. 

There  is  a  petition  from  this  society  before  the  Legislature  in  re- 
gard to  the  establishment  of  a  meteorological  observatory,  which  may 
demand  your  attention  at  this  time. 

I  would  again  recommend  to  your  notice  the  efforts  now  being  made 
for  the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  improvement  of  the 
imbecile  and  idiotic 

As  my  official  connection  with  this  Convention  and  Society  will 
cease  after  the  delivery  of  this  address  and  your  appointment  of  my 
successor,  I  shall,  with  the  above  brief  remarks  and  suggestions,  leave 
the  dark  side  of  our  profession,  for  you,  the  members  of  this  Conven- 
tion, to  adopt  the  appropriate  treatment,  and  turn  your  attention  to  a 
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brighter  and  more  hopeful  prospect  by  presenting  some  of  the  Claims 
of  the  Regular  Medical  Profession,*  upon  the  Confidence  of  the  Com- 
munity. 

While  all  forms  of  quackerj,  and  every  false  system  of  practice, 
have,  by  means  of  the  press  and  free  lectures,  been  urged  with  great 
effort  upon  the  notice  of  the  public,  the  members  of  our  profession, 
being  satisfied  that  their  claims  to  confidence  were  good  and  valid, 
have  gone  on  quietly  attending  to  their  ordinary  duties,  trusting  the 
time  would  come  when  a  discerning  public  would  appreciate  a  learn- 
ed, scientific  profession.  It  would  be  wise  to  continue  this  course, 
were  the  conmiunity  disposed  to  examine  this  subject  carefully,  and 
judge  it  by  those  principles  and  with  that  impartiality  they  de- 
cide other  questions  of  less  importance  to  themselves  and  their 
friends. 

There  are  some  difficulties  in  attaining  a  just  appreciation  of  our 
claim  by  the  community,  even  were  they  disposed  to  give  the  subject 
that  attention  its  importance  demands.  Years  of  close  study  and 
severe  labor  are  requisite  to  become  acquainted  with  the  science  and 
practice  of  medicine.  How  then  shall  those  who  scarcely  give  it  a 
thought,  till  the  moment  they  require  the  service  of  a  physician,  be 
expected  to  judge  wisely,  and  decide  correctly !  While  we  are  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  confidenfe  and  patronage  so  generously  given  us, 
and  fully  appreciate  the  difficulties  in  presenting  this  subject  in  a 
lucid  and  interesting  manner,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  advance  some 
principles  which,  illustrated  by  experience  and  observation,  may  be 
useful  in  guiding  the  minds  of  honest  inquirers  after  truth,  so  that 
they  may  be  successful  in  obtaining  the  best  medical  assistance. 

In  order  to  understand  the  claims  of  any  class  of  persons,  or  pro- 
fessions as  to  their  ability  to  perform  any  specified  object,  it  is  necessary 
to  understand  as  precisely  as  possible  the  nature  of  the  work  to  be  ac- 
complished, whether  it  be  simple  and  definite,  easily  comprehended, 
or  on  the  contrary  intricate  and  uncertain,  requiring  years  of  study 
and  labor  to  comprehend  it,  even  in  an  imperfect  measure. 

If  it  were  to  dig  a  ditch  across  a  meadow  of  a  definite  length, 
depth  and  width,  carefully  staked  ofi*,  a  man  of  very  small  mental 
powers  might  perform  it,  provided  he  had  the  requisite  physical  de- 
velopment. Higher  and  different  powers  of  mind  would  be  neces- 
sary to  correct  the  derangements  of  machinery,  even  though  it  were 


♦Every  profession  has  a  right  to  choose  its  own  name.  We  prefer  the  above,  thongh 
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simple  in  its  construction.  The  management  of  more  intricate  and 
complicated  machinery  would  require  a  still  higher  order  of  talents, 
a  long  course  of  training  and  education. 

If  disease  was  a  unit,  as  some  claim,  or  was  all  in  the  blood,  ac- 
cording to  others,  or  still  all  in  the  stomach ;  if  cold  was  disease  or 
death,  and  heat  life  and  health  ;  if  each  disease  could  be  cured  by 
a  medicine  which  when  taken  in  health  produced  symptoms  iden- 
tical with  those  attending  the  disease, — ^then,  indeed,  the  cure  of 
disease  would  be  a  very  simple  matter,  and  it  would  be  useless  for 
me  to  present  the  peculiar  claim  of  the  regular  medical  faculty  for 
your  consideration. 

Most  happy  would  it  be  for  the  community  if  the  practice  of  med- 
icine were  such  a  plain,  simple  matter  that  even  a  child  could  under- 
stand and  carry  out  its  principles.  But  unfortunately  there  is  no 
truth  in  these  claims  to  simplicity  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 

It  is  not  my  design  at  the  present  time  to  combat  error  or  expose 
false  systems,  but  rather  to  present  the  true  and  valid  claims  of 
regular  medicine.  Any  allusion  to  other  systems  will  be  incidental 
or  by  way  of  illustration. 

Enter  any  of  these  large,  massive  and  elegant  buildings  so  common 
in  this  city,  designed  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  you  wiU  find 
a  great  variety  of  curious  and  complicated  machinery,  performing  its 
appropriate  work  with  great  regularity  and  sometimes  with  seeming 
intelligence.  You  look  about  for  some  motive  power,  and  find  a 
water-wheel,  or  a  steam  engine,  (which  of  itself  would  rank  with  the 
seven  wonders  of  the  world,  were  it  not  so  common,)  the  capacity 
of  which  can  be  calculated  with  mathematical  exactness. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  apparent  perfection,  you  will  readily  un- 
derstand that  this  machinery  is  liable  to  derangement :  one  part  is 
worn  by  ordinary  use,  another  may  be  broken  by  accident.  You 
st«p  up  to  one  of  the  gentlemanly  owners  or  managers  of  the  estab- 
lishment, and  inquire  of  him  whom  he  employs  to  repair  damages,  or 
correct  derangements  caused  by  wear  and  tear,  or  the  carelessness  of 
unskillful  workmen.  Will  he  tell  you  it  is  not  important  who  is 
intrusted  with  this  duty  ?  that  a  man  taken  direct  from  a  shoemaker's 
bench,  or  from  following  the  plough,  is  fully  competent  for  the  busi- 
ness ?  Not  at  aU.  On  the  contrary  he  will  inform  you  that  he  has  in 
his  establishment  one  or  more  trained  and  educated  machinists,  theo- 
retically and  practically  acquainted  with  the  general  principles  of  the 
machine,  its  various  parts,  and  the  materials  of  which  it  is  composed, 
whether  they  be  wood,  steel  or  brass.    He  may  also  be  acquainted 
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with  those  branches  of  mathematics  applicable  to  the  mechanic  arts. 
If  he  did  otherwise,  you  wotdd  pronounce  him  deficient  in  common 
sense.  Suppose  this  machine,  instead  of  being  moved  by  an  external 
power,  whose  capacity  could  be  calculated  and  determined  with  great 
certainty,  had  a  motive  power  within  itself,  the  extent  and  force  of 
which  could  be  learned  only  by  its  effects,  would  not  the  difficulty 
of  making  repairs  greatly  increased  ?  Suppose  farther,  this  machine 
had  the  power  of  self-extension  so  as  to  be  prepared  for  different 
kinds  of  labor,  at  different  periods  of  its  existence,  and  a  power  more 
or  less  perfect  for  repairing  damages,  the  machinist  being  required  to 
be  more  or  less  perfectly  acquainted  with  these  powers  to  enable  him 
to  co-operate  with  them,  and  never  to  counteract  their  beneficent 
action ;  would  not  the  difficulty  of  making  repairs  necessary  to  keep 
the  machine  in  working  order  be  greatly  increased  ?  Would  not  a 
higher  order  of  talents,  and  a  more  thorough  education,  be  requisite  ? 
Most  certainly.  If  you  were  to  imagine  still  further,  that  these  ma- 
chines were  endowed  with  an  intelligent  principle,  actmg  upon  every 
part,  and  every  part  acting  upon  that,  would  it  not  be  difficult  to 
obtain  machinists  competent  to  manage  and  repair  such  intricate  and 
complicated  machinery  ? 

The  suppositions  I  have  made  convey  a  very  inadequate  idea  of  the 
difference  between  a  machine  made  by  man,  however  great  his  genius 
or  exalted  his  powers,  and  the  workmanship  of  an  Infinite  Creator, 
perfect  in  all  its  parts  though  liable  to  derangement  When  you  look 
at  man,  the  workmanship  of  the  Almighty,  you  see  at  once  in  the 
action  of  the  joints,  muscles  and  tendons,  an  exhibition  of  mechanical 
principles :  but  that  internal  machinery  which  drives  the  blood  from 
the  right  ventricle  through  the  arteries  into  the  capillaries,  and  from 
thence  returns  it  through  the  veins  to  the  right  ventricle ;  which  again 
throws  it  through  the  pulmonary  artery  into  the  lungs,  spreading  it 
out  upon  those  delicate  membranes  which  form  the  air  cells,  placing  it 
in  a  situation  favorable  for  those  changes  so  necessary  for  its  purifica- 
tion; that  machinery  and  chemical  laboratory  which  receives, 
masticates,  digests  and  assimilates  the  food ;  and  those  wonder-working 
powers  which  are  so  silently  and  constantly  enlarging  the  body  from 
infancy  to  old  age,  or  removing  and  remodeling  those  portions  of  the 
animal  structure  which  by  use  become  unfit  for  the  performance  of 
the  functions  assigned  them, — these  are  not  evident  to  our  senses. 
The  general  facts  in  relation  to  them  are  so  fieuniliar  to  medical  men 
and  to  many  intelligent  non-professional  persons,  that  it  is  difficult  for 
us  to  realize  that  many  years,  yea,  centuries  of  laborious  study,  disseo- 


33 

tion  and  experimental,  upon  living  and  dead  bodies,  have  been  neces* 
sary  to  discover  and  establish  those  principles.  When  we  leave 
inert,  unorganized  matter,  and  come  to  organic,  living  beings,  whether 
of  vegetable  origin,  from  the  lowest  order  which  springs  up  in  a  night 
and  perishes  under  the  influence  of  the  first  rajs  of  the  morning  sun, 
to  the  stately  trees  which  live  for  centuries,  or  all  grades  of  animal 
life,  from  the  smallest  insect  to  man,  the  lord  of  all,  we  come  upon  an 
entire  new  field,  requiring  the  knowledge  of  new  laws. 

We  pass  over  this  vast  field  of  organized  living  matter,  vegetable 
and  animal,  which  separates  the  inorganic  substances  of  which  the 
most  curious  and  intricate  machinery  is  constructed,  from  the  human 
system,  the  diseases  of  which  it  is  our  business  to  treat  The  vast 
extent  of  this  intervening  field  shows  the  infinite  distance  between 
them.  That  we  are  "fearfully  and  wonderfully  made,"  all  will  admit ; 
and  I  think  after  a  little  investigation,  every  one  would  be  satisfied 
that  long,  deep  study  and  extensive  investigation  are  necessary  to 
prepare  one  to  treat  diseases  with  success.  It  will  of  course  be 
impossible  for  the  physician  ever  to  become  as  well  acquainted  with 
the  organization  he  is  required  to  keep  in  repair,  as  the  machinist 
with  his  machine.  But  there  is  much  that  he  can  and  must  learn,  in 
order  to  qualify  himself  for  the  performance  of  his  duties.  He  can 
become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  anatomy,  physiology,  materia 
medica,  pathology,  and  therapeutics;  with  chemistry,  especially 
in  regard  to  those  chemical  articles  used  as  medicine  and  animal 
chemistry.  The  surgeon  must  understand  mechanical  principles  in 
order  to  reduce  dislocations  and  fractures  and  retain  them  in  their 
place,  to  correct  and  remove  deformities.  The  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine should  have  the  requisite  knowledge  of  meteorology  to  understand 
the  influence  of  the  weather  and  climate  upon  diseases. 

The  progress  of  medicine,  of  which  I  shall  speak  in  another  place, 
is  constantly  enlarging  and  extending  the  range  of  studies  and  science 
necessary  to  be  understood  by  the  physician.  It  is  now  necessary  for 
him  to  be  acquainted  with  acoustics,  or  the  science  of  sounds,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  normal  and  diseased  state  of  the  heart,  lungs, 
and  other  internal  organs ;  with  the  science  of  optics,  so  as  to  use  with 
accuracy  the  microscope,  which  is  aiding  much  in  the  investigation  and 
diagnosis  of  disease.  The  practice  of  medicine  can  not  be  pursued 
with  eminent  success  without  a  minute  and  extended  observation  of 
facts,  a  great  amount  of  deep,  profound  thinking  and  reasoning, 
requiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  mental  philosophy.  A  profession 
that  requires  a  thorough  knowledge  of  these  sciences  may  well  be 
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called  a  kamed  profetiian.  That  all  the  memben  of  the  regular 
medical  faculty  are  thus  learned,  is  not  claimed,  but  it  is  oar  constant 
e^rt  to  raise  the  standard  of  medical  education.  There  are  many 
men  in  our  profession  who  though  not  very  learned  in  medicine  or 
the  collateral  sciences,  yet  are  men  of  sound  judgment  and  discrimi- 
nation, capable  of  understanding  and  applying  in  practice  the  princi* 
pies  discovered  by  their  more  learned  brethren.  Few,  comparatively, 
can  become  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  microscope,  but  their  skill 
can  be  employed  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

No  practitioners  outside  of  our  fraternity,  with  a  very  few  excep- 
tions, make  any  claims  to  scientific  attainments.  They  base  their 
claims  upon  the  simplicity  of  the  practice  of  medicine,  the  one  idea 
principle  that  disease  is  a  unit  The  advantages  of  education  and 
science  are  nullified  when  their  possessors  embrace  a  false  system, 
unless  in  some  rare  instances  it  enables  them  to  resort  to  true  science 
when  they  find  their  false  theories  failing.  Much  may  be  learned  of 
the  claims  of  any  profession  by  the  character  of  its  members.  The 
successful  practice  of  medicine  requires  the  fieu^ulty  of  careful,  dose 
observation,  a  retentive  memory,  great  discrimination,  and  sound 
judgment.  That  these  faculties  are  possessed  by  the  members  of  the 
regular  profession,  in  an  eminent  degree,  as  they  are  exhibited  in  their 
character  as  men  and  citizens  in  the  communities  where  they  reside, 
will,  I  believe,  be  readily  admitted  by  every  unprejudiced  mind. 
Some,  however,  do  not  seem  to  understand  that  the  m^n  who  possesses 
these  desirable  qualifications  of  mind  and  character,  will  carry  them  into 
the  investigation  of  disease  and  apply  them  in  his  practice.  A  gen- 
tleman of  good  character  and  intelligent  in  ordinary  matters,  but  who 
had  employed  various  kinds  of  doctors,  fix)m  one  extreme  of  absurdity 
to  another,  said  to  a  regular  and  experienced  physician  whom  he 
chanced  once  to  employ,  **  Doctor,  I  respect  you  very  much  as  a  man 
and  a  Christian,  but  I  do  not  believe  in  your  system  of  practice." 
Now,  as  a  minister  said  of  a  certain  woman,  she  was  a  good  Christian 
but  a  poor  cook,  so  a  man  may  be  a  good  Christian,  an  honorable, 
upright  citizen,  manifest  sound  common  sense  in  the  ordinary  transac- 
tions of  life,  and  still  be  a  poor  physician,  but  we  can  hardly  conceive 
of  such  a  thing  as  being  possible.  We  always  admire  to  see  the 
exhibition  of  true  benevolence  in  others,  however  we  may  fail  in  the 
exercise  of  it  ourselves.  The  medical  profession  fiilly  realize  the 
import  of  the  words  of  our  Saviour,  *'  For  ye  have  the  poor  always 
with  you."  Every  physician  doing  a  large  business,  extending 
through  a  period  of  thirty  years,  will  find  on  his  book  thousands  of 
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dollars  unpaid*  A  larger  amount  is  thus  given  by  the  members  of 
our  profession,  according  to  their  income,  than  bj  any  other  class  of 
persons.  Bat  it  is  often  said  this  is  nothing :  physicians  charge  the 
rich  enough  to  make  up  these  losses.  This  is  not  true,  for  those  able 
to  pay  are  not  charged  more  than  the  services  rendered  are  worth 
The  gratuitous  services  of  our  profession  to  the  poor  have  been  con- 
tinued so  long  that  they  are  considered  as  a  matter  of  course  ;  their 
performance  calls  forth  no  commendation ;  the  neglect  now  to  con- 
tinue them  would  rather  call  forth  unqualified  condemnation. 

Fifly  years  since,  travelers  passing  through  the  town  of  Farming- 
ton  on  the  road  to  Hartford,  would  observe  a  little  cage  set  in  a  bank 
near  the  turnpike,  occupied  by  a  raving  maniac,  staring  and  shouting 
to  the  passing  travelers ;  subsequently  he  was  removed  to  a  bam 
near  by,  where  he  sat  crouched  on  his  limbs  till  they  inflamed  and 
adhered  together,  so  that  he  could  not  be  straightened.  Here  he  sat 
year  after  year,  covered  over  with  an  old  blanket,  and  had  his  food 
given  him  as  it  was  to  the  chickens  of  the  barn-yard.  This  is  not 
mentioned  as  a  reproach  to  the  good  people  of  Farmington,  there  being 
few  towns  whose  inhabitants  have  a  more  enviable  reputation  for 
morality  and  true  religion.  Other  cases  perhaps  as  revolting  existed 
in  other  towns.  Those  who  were  poor  were  sold  like  other  paupers  to 
the  lowest  bidder,  to  be  conAned  in  dungeons,  cages,  strait  jackets,  or 
chained  to  the  floor.  A  few  physicians,  in  connection  with  other 
benevolent  individuals,  made  arrangements  for  the  establishment  of 
the  Connecticut  Retreat.  The  Connecticut  Medical  Society  gave 
every  dollar  of  its  funds.  Private  benevolence,  with  aid  from  the 
State,  has  now  made  provision  in  part  for  all  these  unfortunate 
persons  where  they  can  be  treated  like  human  beings. 

An  eminent  physician  of  Hartford  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  a 
daughter  deprived  of  hearing  and  speech.  Deep  sympathy  on  the 
part  of  the  father  and  his  brethren,  led  to  the  establishment  of  the 
American  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  where,  through  the 
munificence  of  the  several  States  of  New  England,  provision  is  made 
for  the  gratuitous  education  of  all  their  indigent  deaf  and  dumb. 

The  physicians  of  New  Haven,  seeing  the  necessity  of  a  hospital  in 
that  city,  by  their  hearty  efforts  and  material  aid,  with  assistance 
from  benevolent  individuals  and  the  State,  established  the  Connecti- 
cut State  Hospital,  where  they  have  ever  continued  to  give  the  best 
medical  and  surgical  attendance  without  fee  or  reward.  The  physi- 
cians of  Hartford  are  doing  the  same  for  this  city. 

The  manly  exhibition  of  courage  ever  calls  forth  the  spontaneous 
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plaudits  of  an  admiring  multitude.  Even  though  we  may  be  men  of 
peace,  we  can  but  commend  the  soldier  as  he  marches  up  fearlessly 
to  the  cannon's  mouth,  and  as  his  comrade  is  cut  down  before  him 
steps  up  to  fill  his  place.  Who  has  ever  read  the  story  of  the  brave 
Spartan  band,  under  the  immortal  Leonidas,  at  the  straits  of  Ther- 
mopylsB,  without  having  his  spirit  stirred  within  him  ?  And  yet,  says 
Dr.  A.  Clark,  President  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society, 
in  his  eloquent  address,  delivered  at  Albany  in  1853,  "I  have 
known  the  soldier  of  twenty  battles  turn  pale  and  flee  before  the 
least  of  the  physician's  perils." 

There  is  much  to  strengthen  the  soldier's  courage.  The  spirit- 
stirring  music,  the  pomp  and  parade,  the  marching  and  the  coun- 
ter-marching, the  noise  and  confusion.  The  thousands  or  hundreds 
of  thousands  around  him  to  encourage  or  witness  his  cowardice,  if 
he  suffers  it  to  be  manifested.  The  physician,  on  the  contrary,  goes 
quietly  and  alone  into  the  dark  chambers  of  sickness  and  death,  filled 
with  all  the  elements  of  disease,  or  down  into  the  filthy  abodes  of 
the  poor,  reeking  with  contagion.  "  The  pestilence  strikes  terror  to 
the  hearts  of  every  man :  the  physician  never  turns  away  from  it. 
From  the  dreadful  days  when  death  grew  frantic  with  its  own  work 
of  slaughter,  and  Hippocrates  stood  up  to  wrestle  with  it  night  and 
day  in  terror-stricken  Athens,  to  the  hour  when  the  affrighted  peo- 
ple of  our  time  fled  before  the  most  dreadful  of  all  plagues  that  ever 
scourged  the  earth,  the  physician  has  never  turned  his  back  on  dan- 
ger."* 

I  shall  never  forget  the  fear  and  alarm  which  spread  over  this 
whole  nation  "  when  the  first  blow  of  this  last  and  most  relentless  of 
death's  agents"  *  first  appeared  in  our  country,  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century  since. 

The  laws  of  this  epidemic  were  not  then  well  understood.  No  one 
knew  that  any  part  of  the  country  would  escape  its  ravages.  As  it 
spread  from  city  to  city,  from  town  to  town,  the  inhabitants  fled  before 
it  in  the  wildest  confusion.  Physicians  alone  remained  voluntarily  at 
their  posts  of  danger  and  death.  Many  of  those  living  in  places  ex- 
empt from  the  disease,  visited  the  cities  where  it  was  prevailing ; 
sent  by  the  board  of  health  at  the  public  expense,  or  going  at  their 
own  charges,  to  study  the  character  of  the  epidemic ;  visiting  the  pub- 
lic hospitals,  seeing  hundreds  of  cases  of  the  disease,  witnessing  many 
deaths,  and  making  examination  after  death  ;  and  all  for  what  pur- 

*  Dr.  A.  Clark's  Address.  f  Ibid. 
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pose  ?  That  they  might  be  better  qualified  to  treat  the  diiease  in 
case  it  appeared  in  their  own  field  of  practice.  "  Of  thirty  assistant 
physicians  doing  duty  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  during  the  late  prevalence  of  ship  fever  in  that  city,  twenty- 
one  took  the  disease,  and  five  died  of  it ; "  one  of  them  the  accom- 
plished son  of  one  of  our  own  members ;  "  and  even  of  the  nine  who 
escaped  it  there,  three  had  already  sufiered  from  it  in  other  medical 
charities  :  yet  their  ranks  were  always  full ;  and  I  speak  [says  Dr. 
Clark]  from  personal  knowledge,  when  I  say  that  I  know  not  where 
to  look  for  a  body  of  young  men  whose  duty  is  performed  with  more 
conscientiousness  and  courage  and  intelligence." 

All  will  recollect  a  more  recent  case ;  the  prevalence  of  the  yel- 
low feveri  n  Norfolk,  three  years  ago,  where  forty  of  our  "  profession, 
being  four-fifths  of  those  in  that  conununity,  swelled  too  as  their  ranks 
had  been,  by  volunteers,  from  other  cities,  fell  manfully  contending 
with  disease  and  death."  ^<  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that 
he  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends." 

Another  claim  of  regular  medicine  to  confidence,  is  its  progressive 
character.  Many  things,  excellent  and  desirable  in  themselves,  are 
insignificant  in  their  commencement,  but  having  vitality  in  their 
nature,  progress  more  or  less  regularly  and  rapidly,  till  they  attain 
great  perfection. 

Some  efibrts  were  probably  made  at  an  early  period  of  the  world's 
history,  to  alleviate  the  pains  and  sufferings  of  the  failing  and  dis- 
eased body,  but  they  must  have  been  extremely  rude  and  unsatisfac- 
tory. The  first  phase  of  medicine,  according  to  history,  is  the 
Magical.  In  this  form  it  exists  in  all  savage  and  barbarous  nations. 
We  hear  in  our  day  of  the  great  efficacy  of  Indian  remedies,  and 
the  skill  of  Indian  doctors,  but  all  Indians,  before  their  intercourse 
with  the  white  man,  had  medicine  men,  or  conjurers,  and  depended 
on  them  for  the  cure  of  their  diseases.  Next  in  order  was  the 
Empirical.  A  certain  article  relieving  a  certain  symptom,  or  set  of 
symptoms,  was  recommended  in  cases  of  a  similar  character.  Then 
followed  the  time  for  theories  and  hypotheses.  Many  of  these  were 
elaborated  with  great  shrewdness  and  skill,  and  put  forth  with  great 
confidence 'and  abundant  display.  Others  soon  followed,  which  if  not 
more  shrewd  and  plausible,  yet  from  their  novelty  supplanted  their 
predecessors. 

Efforts  to  maintain  a  theory  lead  to  the  perverting  or  falsifying 
of  facts.  Everything  that  can  be  pressed  into  its  support  is  sought 
with    avidity,   while  whatever  is  unfavorable,  is  rejected  or  per- 
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rerted.  The  eyil  inflaenoe  of  these  theoretical  speculatioiis  did  not 
prevent  all  yaloable  discoveries.  Prominent  among  these  were  the 
discovery  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  b j  the  immortal  Harvej,  and 
vaccination  by  Jenner.  Neither  did  great  discoveries  at  once  pre- 
vent theoretical  speculations,  but  rather  opened  new  channels  for  their 
development.  While  the  influence  of  theories  has  been  on  the  whole 
evil,  some  have  contained,  buried  up  under  a  great  amount  of 
rubbish,  very  important  principles. 

The  theory  of  Bro¥m,  known  as  the  Brownonian  system  or  the- 
ory, from  its  great  simplicity  was  for  a  time  very  popular.  Dividing 
all  disease  into  two  classes,  Sthenic, — or  diseases  of  increased  action. 
Asthenic,  or  diseases  arising  from  debility  or  deficient  action, — ^it  claim- 
ed to  make  the  treatment  of  disease  extremely  simple ;  like  Sir 
Robert  Peel's  sliding  scale  as  applied  to  the  com  laws  of  England. 
But  it  was  soon  found  that  something  more  was  necessary  to  cure 
disease,  than  barely  to  reduce  action  by  evacuants,  and  other  antiphlo- 
gistic means,  to  the  healthy  standard,  or  by  the  use  of  stimulants  to 
raise  it  to  that  point.  Blood-letting  would  not  cure  all  inflammation, 
or  stimulants  remove  every  form  of  debility. 

While  the  theory,  like  all  its  predecessors,  was  soon  exploded,  the 
idea  of  division  of  diseases  into  those  of  increased  or  diminished 
action,  was  found  to  be  a  great  principle,  ever  true  and  all  important. 
I  shall  have  more  to  say  respecting  this  theory  when  I  come  to  treat 
of  the  principles  of  medicine. 

For  many -centuries  there  was  such  a  superstitious  reverence  for 
the  dead  body,  that  no  dissections  of  it  were  allowed,  whereby  physi- 
cians could  obtain  a  knowledge  of  anatomy,  the  science  of  healthy 
organization.  This  being  removed,  all  intelligent  persons  are  aware 
that  it  has  long  been  studied  and  taught  as  a  science,  and  brought 
well  nigh  to  perfection.  Morbid  or  pathological  anatomy,  which  treats 
of  diseased  structure,  has  been  more  recently  improved.  It  has 
taught  us  the  existence  of  diseases  not  before  suspected, — ^instructed 
us  how  to  cure  diseases  once  incurable. 

Physiology,  the  science  of  life,  which  treats  of  man  as  a  living, 
acting  being,  has  long  been  pursued  as  a  science,  but  greatly  improved 
within  the  last  half-century.  The  use  of  the  microscope  has  aided  in 
the  advancement  of  this  as  well  as  pathological  anatomy.  Materia 
medica  has  been  recently  greatly  extended  and  advanced  by  the  aid 
of  chemistry  and  botany,  adding  new  articles,  and  developing  or  sepa- 
rating new  principles  from  those  already  in  use.  Therapeutics, 
which  treats  of  the  operation  of  the  different  means  for  curing  diseases 
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and  their  application  in  practice,  has  been  equally  advanced  during 
the  last  few  years. 

During  the  last  half-century  great  advances  have  been  made  in 
ascertaining  the  causes  of  disease,  but  more  particularly  in  determin- 
ing their  distinction  or  diagnosis.  The  knowledge  of  physical 
signs  has  been  greatiy  advanced,  so  that  we  now  readily  and 
accurately  detect  and  distinguish  diseases  of  the  heart  and  lungs 
and  other  internal  organs,  in  some  instances  so  early  as  to  find 
them  in  a  curable  state ;  and  we  are  to  anticipate  greater  im- 
provements in  this  department,  so  as  to  arrest  and  cure  manj  cases 
now  incurable.  By  the  aid  of  chemistry  and  the  microscope,  we  are 
able  to  examine  the  secretions  and  the  excretions,  ascertaining  the 
exact  seat  of  the  disease  and  its  nature,  and  thus  be  able  to  apply 
the  appropriate  remedies. 

Had  Bacon  lived  at  an  earlier  period,  his  philosophy  would  not 
have  aided  medicine,  for  the  facts  were  too  few  and  observation  too 
limited,  to  have  established  any  important  principle.  But  in  his  time 
these  were  collected  in  sufficient  numbers  to  commence  the  establish- 
ment of  medicine  upon  a  philosophic  and  rational  basis ;  and  from  that 
period  to  the  present,  an  immense  number  of  facts  have  been  carefully 
observed  and  recorded,  relating  to  the  causes,  nature  and  constitution 
of  diseases, — ^their  symptoms,  diversities,  distinctions,  results  and  pre- 
vention,— the  effect  of  remedies  under  the  various  circumstances  of 
disease  and  condition  of  the  patient :  all  these  enable  us  to  establish 
general  principles  founded  upon  truth. 

^^The  principles,  elements,  or  institutes  of  medicine,"  says  Dr. 
Williams  of  London,  '^  comprise  those  leading  and  general  facts  and 
doctrines  regarding  disease  and  its  treatment,  which  are  applicable, 
not  to  individual  cases  only,  but  to  groups  or  classes  of  diseases.  This 
branch  of  medical  knowledge  is  also  designated  by  the  term  general 
pathology  and  therapeutics,  to  distinguish  it  from  special  pathology 
and  therapeutics,  or  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine  in  relation 
to  individual  diseases." 

**  The  principles  of  medicine  may  be  deduced  in  part  from  a  knowl- 
edge of  animal  structure  and  function,  anatomy  and  physiology,  con- 
joined with  an  acquaintance  with  the  agents  which  cause  and  remove 
diseases ;  but  chiefly  they  are  derived  from  a  generalization  of  facts 
observed  in  an  extensive  study  of  disease  itself,  and  its  effects  in  the 
living  and  in  the  dead  body."  * 

'^The  leading  rules"  or  principles  ''of  practice,  those  which  guide 
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the  most  experienced  meuy  are  founded  on  general  views  of  diseased 
function  and  structure — that  is,  general  pathology.  The  condition  of 
the  system — that  is,  the  function,  is  to  be  taken  into  account ;  and  the 
variations  of  this  condition,  the  states  of  sthenia  and  asthenia,  tone 
and  debility,  excitement  and  depression,  plethora  and  ansemia,  are  the 
very  subjects  which  general  pathology  explains  and  shows  how  to 
treat."  ♦ 

These  general  principles  constitute  an  important  branch  of  medical 
knowledge,  as  yet  imperfect,— can  hardly  be  called  a  science,  yet  so 
far  advanced  as  to  be  eminently  useful  to  the  practitioner.  They 
relate  to  the  causes  of  disease,  pathology  proper  or  disease  itself,  the 
division  and  classification  of  disease,  their  distinctions,  results  and 
prevention.  Under  the  head  of  causes  they  treat  not  only  of  the 
local,  definite  cause  of  each  disease,  but  of  the  general  laws  of  con- 
tagion, epidemic  influence,  epidemic  constitution,  or  periods,  all  which 
have  an  important  influence  in  modifying  the  appearance  and  nature 
of  diseases,  and  their  proper  treatment. 

While  speaking  of  the  Brownonian  system,  I  stated  that  it  contsuned 
the  idea  of  a  great  principle.  It  was  the  idea,  and  the  term  used  to 
describe  it,  rather  than  the  principle  itself,  that  we  have  adopted. 
Brown  treats  of  the  sthenic  and  asthenic  diathesis,  or  the  different 
state  or  condition  of  the  body  under  disease  ;  but  when  he  comes  to 
treat  of  particular  diseases,  he  places  them  on  his  scale  by  name, 
either  above  or  below  the  state  of  health.  This  is  theory,  not  truth. 
The  principle  applies  these  terms  to  the  condition  of  the  system  when 
laboring  under  disease,  without  any  reference  to  the  name.  In  this 
way  we  find  that  scarlet  fever,  puerperal  fever,  rheumatism,  or  small 
pox  may  at  one  time  be  attended  with  inflammation  or  increased  action, 
at  other  times  with  deficient  action  or  debility.  It  is  under  the 
guidance  of  this  great  principle  that  the  scientific  physician  learns  to 
treat  with  success  diseases  of  the  same  name  at  dififerent  times,  under 
the  varying  circumstances  of  climate,  season,  constitution  or  idiosyn- 
crasies of  his  patients,  with  directly  opposite  treatment  In  the 
application  of  this  principle  to  cases  as  they  occur  in  practice,  the 
truly  wise  and  judicious  physician  has  an  ample  field  for  the  display 
of  great  discernment  and  eminent  skill.  Nothing  can  be  more  erro- 
neous than  the  prescribing  for  the  names  of  a  disease,  though  it  is 
common  among  many  classes  of  doctors  and  in  all  communities. 
Families  having  their  globules,  or  other  domestic  remedies,  oflen  feel 
competent  to  prescribe  if  they  can  get  a  physician  to  name  the  dis- 

*■  Principles  of  Medioine,  page  20. 
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ease.  The  regularly  educated  phyaician  feels  the  pulse,  examines  the 
tongue,  the  skin,  the  complexion,  the  bodilj  strength  or  debility,  to 
ascertain  not  only  the  name  and  seat  of  the  disease,  but  the  particular 
state  or  condition  of  the  system.  Take  for  instance  a  complaint  as 
simple  and  common  as  pain  in  the  back.  The  empiric  or  mere  routine 
practitioner  can  remember  something  that  has  cured  such  pains  ;  he 
prescribes,  and  perhaps  in  one  case  out  of  ten  he  may  chance  to  hit 
right ;  if  he  fails,  he  tries  another,  and  so  on.  The  educated  phy- 
sician examines  the  case,  inquires  in  his  own  mind  whether  the  seat  of 
the  disease  is  in  the  muscles,  the  bones  which  form  the  spinal  column, 
the  spinal  cord  which  passes  through  the  bones,  or  in  the  kidneys,  or 
in  some  other  internal  organ.  If  the  case  is  an  intricate  one,  he 
examines  the  secretions  and  the  excretions,  by  chemical  test  or  the 
microscope.  Having  ascertained  the  seat  of  the  disease  and  the 
pathological  state  of  the  diseased  organ,  and  general  condition  of  the 
system,  he  can  judge  with  great  certainty  whether  it  is  curable  or 
incurable.  If  the  former,  he  knows  the  remedies  that  are  appropri* 
ate ;  if  the  latter,  he  knows  what  is  best  calculated  to  palliate  suffer- 
ing and  make  life  more  endurable. 

I  have  alluded  more  particularly  to  this  important  principle,  because 
of  its  extensive  application,  and  for  the  reason  that  it  can  be  readily 
understood  and  appreciated  by  every  intelligent  person.  While  the 
regular,  scientific  physician  rejects  all  false  theories  and  hypotheses, 
and  follows  only  the  philosophical  and  rational  science  of  medicine, — 
'Urue,  simply,  because  it  obeys  the  laws  of  induction," — the  empiric, 
or  supporters  of  partial  systems  lay  their  foundations  upon  some  old 
theory  long  since  exploded.  For  instance,  the  humoral  pathology, 
'^all  diseases  arise  from  bad  matter  in  the  blood;  they  only  differ  in 
the  mode  of  expelling  it  from  the  system ;  one  purges  out  the  peccant 
humor,  the  other  washes  and  sweats  it  forth."  * 

It  has  often  been  said  as  a  reproach  to  medical  men  that  *^  doctors 
disagree."  Formerly  this  was  too  often  true ;  even  thirty  or  forty 
years  ago  there  were  great  divisions  of  parties  in  the  profession,  one 
party  advocating  a  depleting  or  antiphlogistic  course,  and  the  other  a 
high  stimulating  course.  Happily  these  divisions  have  passed  away ; 
now  there  is  great  harmony  in  the  profession ;  all  are  united  in  their 
efforts  to  establish  a  rational  system  of  practice,  depending  more 
upon  the  recuperative  efforts  of  nature.  The  saying  that  ^Uhe  doc- 
tors make  worse  before  they  make  better,"  is  with  exceptional  cases 
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no  longer  true  of  the  wisest  and  best  classes  of  physicians.  Their 
practice  is  more  of  a  soothing,  quieting  character,  often  making  their 
patient  more  comfortable  from  the  first  visit*  If  this  improvement 
in  practice  shall  remove  that  feeling  which  many  families  have  long 
indulged,  fear  of  sending  early  in  the  disease  for  medical  assistance, 
lest  "  they  should  certainly  be  sick  if  they  had  a  doctor,"  it  will  do  as 
much  good  indirectly  as  directly,  giving  an  opportunity  for  the  use  of 
appropriate  means  in  the  forming  states  of  the  disease. 

The  American  Medical  Association,  composed  as  it  is  of  delegates 
from  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  has  an  important  influence  upon 
those  members  of  the  profession  who  have  identified  themselves  with 
it,  so  as  to  derive  those  benefits  from  it  which  it  is  designed  to  im- 
part This  association,  in  connection  with  the  state  and  county 
societies,  is  making  great  efibrts  to  induce  medical  men  to  make 
more  careful  observations  in  relation  to  the  history,  symptoms,  treat- 
ment and  results  of  disease,  the  nature  and  action  of  remedies. 
This  plan,  if  carried  out  faithfully,  will  have  an  important  infiuence 
in  correcting  present  principles,  and  establishing  new  ones. 

I  have  given  a  rapid  and  very  imperfect  sketch  of  the  science  of  med- 
cine,  but  sufficient  to  show  that  it  is  pn^^rressive,  not  regularly  and  uni- 
formly, but  as  we  witness  the  growth  cf  a  human  being,  from  infancy 
to  adult  age ;  we  see  not  a  regular  uniform  advance  from  year  to 
year ;  rather  some  years  stationary,  or  making  hardly  a  perceptible 
advance,  then  as  it  approaches  manhood,  making  rapid  strides  to 
maturity ;  or  rather  like  the  intellectual  faculty,  manifesting  itself  in 
the  infant  as  a  feeble,  fiickering^  variable  principle,  progressing  through 
childhood,  youth,  mature  age  ;  clouded  for  a  time  by  the  infirmity  and 
decay  of  animal  life,  but  destined  (if  sanctified)  afler  it  has  escaped 
from  its  prison  house  to  make  more  rapid  advances,  shining  brighter 
and  brighter  throughout  eternity.  So  with  medical  science :  having 
passed  through  infancy,  childhood  and  youth,  it  has  during  the  past 
years  of  the  nineteenth  century,  been  making  rapid  advance  toward 
perfect  manhood,  and  is  destined  hereafter  to  attain  to  great  per- 
fection. 

It  is  characteristic  of  all  mere  theories  and  false  systems  of  practice 
that  they  are  not  capable  of  embracing  the  truths  already  established. 
In  order  to  maintain  them  with  any  plausibility,  facts  must  be  sup- 
pressed, or  perverted ;  but  there  is  not  a  truth  in  Thomsonianism, 
Chronothermalism,  Hydropathy,  or  Homeopathy,  that  our  system  can 
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not  appropriate  and  apply,  in  building  up  a  perfect  structure.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  truths,  compared  with  the  errors  and  false  principles  in 
these  systems,  are  infinitesimals.  We  are  prepared  to  receive  truth 
from  every  department  of  nature,  from  any  source,  however  humble. 
Some  of  our  important  remedies  have  been  brought  into  notice  by 
humble  individuals  in  domestic  practice. 

Regular  medicine  may  be  compared  to  a  great  edifice  with  exten- 
sive wings.  It  is  founded  upon  a  rock.  The  basement  and  the  first 
stories  are  built  of  solid  and  permanent  materials.  The  superstruc- 
ture and  the  wings  are  yet  imperfect ;  some  of  the  materials  used  are 
faulty ;  some  of  the  wings  are  not  in  proper  proportion ;  but  such  is 
the  construction  of  the  building,  that  the  failure  of  a  stone  here  or 
there  does  not  endanger  the  building.  The  defective  materials  may 
be  removed,  and  perfect  ones  substituted.  Some  of  the  wings  may 
be  removed  or  remodeled.  There  is  an  appropriate  place  in  this 
extensive  edifice,  for  every  perfect  building  material,  and  every 
tasteful  ornament. 

So  medical  science  is  of  a  compound  character,  or  rather  including 
a  number  of  sciences.  It  is  founded  upon  the  rock  of  truth ;  then 
come  those  sciences  that  are  nearly  perfected,  and  demonstrated, 
anatomy  and  physiology,  the  collateral  sciences,  which  may  be  com- 
pared to  wings ;  the  superstructure  to  practical  medicine,  yet  in  a 
forming,  improving  state,  but  destined  to  be  more  and  more  rapidly 
improved  and  perfected. 

Another  evidence  of  the  truth  and  vitality  of  our  system,  is  the 
fact  that  it  is  the  only  one  that  has  maintained  its  hold  upon  the 
confidence,  upon  the  most  intelligent  portions  of  the  communities,  for 
any  long  period. 

Others  have  for  a  short  time  blazed  up  with  some  brilliancy,  but 
like  the  ignis  fatuus^*  flitting  from  bog  to  bog,  over  the  meadows, 
now  shining,  then  dark,  then  faintly  flickering,  till  the  sun  arises,  and 
it  is  gone. 

I  have  only  very  imperfectly  presented  the  claims  of  our  profession, 
but  I  have  no  time  to  pursue  the  subject  further.  I  will  briefly  allude 
to  the  mtUttcU  responsibilities  of  physicians  and  their  patients  or  the 
community. 

One  great  fact  should  be  impressed  upon  the  mind  of  every  physi- 
cian and  his  patients,  that  they  have  not  only  mutual  responsibilities, 
but  their  interests  are  in  a  great  measure  identicaL     Whatever  the 
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physician  does  to  qualify  himself  for  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
whatever  skill  he  may  acquire  and  exercbe  in  the  rapid  and  perfect 
cure  of  his  patients,  will  also  promote  his  own  interests,  extending  his 
reputation,  enlarging  his  business,  and  adding  to  his  resources,  but 
above  all,  giving  him  that  peace  of  mind  which  arises  from  the  per- 
formance of  good  deeds.  On  the  other  hand,  whatever  patients  do 
for  the  benefit  of  their  physicians,  in  ways  that  I  shall  point  out,  will 
tend  to  make  them  better  practitioners,  so  that  in  subsequent  atten- 
dance, they  may  be  able  to  afford  more  efficient  aid. 

If  the  difficulties  and  uncertainties  attending  the  practice  of  med- 
icine, the  amount  of  learning  requisite  to  prepare  one  to  engage  in  it, 
are  in  any  measure  what  I  have  represented  them  to  be,  the  respon- 
sibilities resting  upon  the  physician  are  enough  for  men  of  the 
greatest  minds,  of  the  most  untiring  industry. 

Every  one  about  to  enter  upon  the  practice  is  under  imperative 
obligations  to  obtain  a  thorough  education.  His  mind  should  be  well 
disciplined  by  a  thorough  course,  adapted  for  that  purpose ;  then  a 
thorough  study  of  the  elementary  and  collateral  sciences,  attendance 
upon  the  best  medical  schools  of  the  country  ;  after  this  he  should 
learn  clinical  medicine  under  the  instruction  of  wise  teachers,  in 
hospitals  and  private  practice.  No  conscientious  man,  if  he  under- 
stood the  subject,  would  do  less.  The  physician  should  know  that 
his  professional  business  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  occupy  the 
best  energies  of  his  mind  and  body.  He  cannot  be  a  successful 
practitioner  if  he  gives  any  considerable  portion  of  his  time  to  poli- 
tics, farming,  or  manufacturing.  The  study  and  practice  of  medicine 
are  such  as  to  demand  the  undivided  attention  of  the  greatest  minds, 
much  more  those  of  moderate  capacity. 

He  is  to  continue  a  student  as  long  as  he  continues  in  practice; 
there  is  to  be  no  relaxation  on  account  of  age  or  experience.  There 
are  yearly,  monthly,  and  daily  improvements  in  medicine,  which  he 
can  not  know  and  take  advantage  of,  unless  he  attains  and  keeps  up 
the  habit  of  study  and  investigation.  If  he  gives  up  study,  let 
him  leave  his  patients :  he  has  no  right  to  approach  the  sick,  unless 
with  the  best  preparation  in  his  power. 

The  gratuitous  services  of  the  physician,  to  which  I  have  alluded 
in  another  place,  may  be  performed  in  such  a  way  and  with  such  a 
spirit,  as  to  be  a  task  and  a  burden  to  the  one  who  performs  them, 
and  be  little  calculated  to  elicit  the  gratitude  of  the  recipient.  But 
when  they  are  the  result  of  a  truly  benevolent,  cheerful,  willing 
spirit,  they  carry  their  own  reward  to  the  giver,  and  often  call  forth 
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ibe  spontaneons  thanks  of  the  receiver.  The  physician  has  onlj  to 
imitate,  as  far  as  possible,  the  only  perfect  being  that  has  appeared 
on  earth,  who>  while  he  preached  the  gospel  to  the  poor,  healed  the 
sick,  in  order  to  obtain  the  approval  of  a  good  conscience,  and  receive 
the  blessing  of  those  ready  to  perish. 

The  true  physician  will  be  not  only  a  messenger  of  love,  but  one 
of  hope  and  good  cheer.  Instead  of  ministering  to  the  fears  and 
gloomy  anticipations  of  his  patients,  in  order  to  get  the  credit  of  per^ 
forming  wonderful  cures,  he  will  give  them  the  full  benefit  of  all 
the  hope  there  is  in  their  case,  allaying  all  unnecessary  alarm,  quiet- 
ing their  fears,  and  often,  by  his  cheerful  looks  and  benevolent  coun- 
tenance, contribute  as  much  to  their  recovery,  as  by  the  medicine  he 
administers. 

Much  talking  with  the  sick  or  their  friends  is  profitable  to  neither 
party,  but  often  leads  to  serious  difficulties.  When  anything  is  said, 
let  it  be  the  frank,  open-hearted,  outpspoken  truth.  Misunderstand- 
ing and  jealousies  are  often  prevented  by  a  little  plain  talk.  The 
whole  truth  is  not  to  be  spoken  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstan- 
ces, but  whatever  is  said,  let  it  be  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 
We  may  have  the  most  serious  apprehension  concerning  our  patients* 
and  still  there  may  be  so  much  uncertainty  about  the  result  that  it 
may  be  wise  to  communicate  our  fears  to  the  friends  of  the  patient 
rather  than  by  any  direct  communication  to  give  unnecessary  alarm. 
The  mutual  confidence  that  exists  between  an  honest,  upright,  prudent 
physician  and  his  confiding,  trustful  patient,  is  of  a  peculiar  and 
interesting  character  and  should  never  be  betrayed.  The  physician 
who  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  confidence,  does  it  at  his  peril.  If  he 
persists  in  it  he  is  sure  to  lose  his  business  as  well  as  his  reputation. 
This  confiding  spirit,  if  rightly  improved,  may  eventuate  in  great  good 
to  the  patient  Sickness  and  suffering  often  lead  the  sufferer  to  more 
just  views  of  the  comparative  value  of  this  world  and  the  one  to 
come,  a  more  correct  understanding  of  their  own  character,  and 
result  many  times  in  the  formation  of  good  resolutions  for  the 
guidance  of  their  future  conduct.  It  is  within  the  province  of  the 
physician  to  strengthen  these  good  intentions,  and  encourage  his 
patients,  during  their  convalescence,  to  higher  and  higher  attainments  in 
sound  morality  and  pure  religion.  Consultations  in  difficult  and  pro- 
tracted cases,  if  rightly  conducted,  confer  those  mutual  benefits  to  both 
physician  and  patient,  to  which  I  have  alluded.  If  there  is  harmony 
between  the  parties  in  the  selection  of  a  counselor,  and  he  has  the 
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confidence  of  both  parties,  the  influence  will  be  favorable,  whatever 
may  be  the  result  of  the  case. 

Patients  and  their  friends  should  exhibit  the  same  frankness  toward 
their  medical  attendant,  that  I  have  enjoined  upon  the  physician.  If 
his  visits  are  not  as  frequent  as  you  desire,  tell  him  so  plainly,  rather 
than  complain  of  neglect  If  they  are  too  freqaent,  inform  him  ;  but 
then,  if  he  is  an  honest,  conscientious  man,  leave  the  decision  with  him. 
If  you  wish  for  a  counselor,  fear  not  giving  offense  by  frankly  stating 
your  wishes.  But  in  stating  the  obligation  of  patients  or  the  commu- 
nity to  their  physician,  I  prefer  to  do  it  mostly  by  extracts,  and  in  the 
first  place  from  the  code  of  medical  ethics. 

^^  Sec.  1.  The  members  of  the  medical  profession,  upon  whom  are 
enjoined  the  performance  of  so  many  and  arduous  duties  toward  the 
community,  and  who  are  required  to  make  so  many  sacrifices  of  com- 
fort, ease  and  health,  for  the  welfare  of  those  who  avail  themselves 
of  their  services,  certainly  have  a  right  to  expect  and  require  that 
their  patients  should  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the  duties  which  they 
owe  to  their  medical  attendants. 

*'  Sec.  2.  The  first  duty  of  a  patient  is  to  select  as  his  medical 
adviser  one  who  has  received  a  regular  professional  education.  In 
no  trade  or  occupation  do  mankind  rely  on  the  skill  of  an  untaught 
artist ;  and  in  medicine,  confessedly  the  most  difficult  and  intricate  of 
the  sciences,  the  world  ought  not  to  suppose  that  knowledge  is  intui- 
tive. 

"  Sec.  3.  Patients  should  prefer  a  physician  whose  habits  of  life 
are  regular,  and  who  is  not  devoted  to  company,  pleasure,  or  to  any 
pursuit  incompatible  with  his  professional  obligations.  A  patient 
should,  also,  confide  the  care  of  himself  and  family,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, to  one  physician,  for  a  medical  man  who  has  been  acquainted 
with  the  peculiarities  of  constitution,  habits  and  predisposition  of  those 
he  attends,  is  more  likely  to  be  successful  in  his  treatment,  than  one 
who  does  not  possess  that  knowledge." 

"  Now,"  says  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tappan,  Chancellor  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  in  an  eloquent  address  entitled  '^  Mutual  Responsibility  of 
Physicians  and  the  Community, — "  Now  to  whom  shall  we  look  for 
a  reliable  medical  science  ?  shall  we  look  to  him  who  deals  in  charms 
and  spells  ?  shall  we  look  to  the  rude  empiricism  of  the  unlearned  ? 
shall  we  look  to  the  Indian  root  doctor  ?  shall  we  look  to  those  who 
without  any  claim  to  be  scientific,  compound  elixirs,  pills  and  pana- 
(»eas, — men  unacquainted  with  anatomy,  physiology,  chemistry  and 
botany, — ^ignorant  alike  of  nature  and  man, — mix  drugs  at  random, 
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and  have  no  merit  but  that  of  exciting  the  imagination  of  the  unthink- 
ing bj  the  mystery  under  which  they  conceal  their  shallowness  or 
their  atrocity  ?  Shall  we  look  to  subtle  theorists,  who,  although  not 
without  learning,  have  forsaken  the  only  safe  methods  of  investigation, 
and  are  led  astray  by  imaginary  facts,  and  dream  of  potencies  yet 
undiscovered,  and  voiceless,  intangible,  aerial  agencies  ?  Or,  shall  we 
look  to  those  old  established  schools  where  learned  men  and  true 
philosophers  have  ever  been  found?  At  these  schools  there  is 
neither  sciolism  nor  mysticism.  Here,  scholarship  is  thorough,  and 
fact  is  not  outrun  by  speculation.  Here,  medical  science  has  advanced 
in  company  with  the  other  sciences,  and  by  the  same  method,  and 
oflen  by  the  same  men. 

^^  If  genius,  learning,  philosophical  conception,  legitimate  investiga- 
tion, and  the  utmost  diligence,  with  all  the  aids  that  have  hitherto  been 
collected  in  our  world,  can  meet  with  any  success  in  any  region  of 
inquiry,  then  we  must  go  to  these  schools  to  find  the  result        *       * 

^  If  their  discipline  can  not  make  reliable  physicians,  then  our 
world  is  destitute  of  them.  ♦  *  *  * 

^*  Do  any  find  fault  with  our  schools  ?  Then  let  them  aid  us  to 
perfect  them.  Try  not  to  pull  them  down.  There  is  nothing  to  put 
in  their  place.  Improve  them  as  much  as  you  please  ;  lend  every 
effort  to  bring  them  up  to  the  ripest  development.  You  can  not 
change  the  science,  the  method,  the  aim,  without  annihilating  them, 
and  with  them  annihilating  all  medical  education. 

'^  Do  any  find  fault  with  the  doctors  of  medicine  we  send  forth  ? 
Let  them  create  a  public  opinion  that  shall  stimulate,  aid  and  foster  us, 
by  demanding  of  our  candidates  the  amplest  preparation.  But  let 
them  not  abet  the  magician,  the  spirit^rappers,  the  ignorant  or  unprin- 
cipled empiric,  the  wild  and  loose  theorists  of  all  kinds.  We  at 
least  are  on  the  right  track.  We  are  trying  to  do  some  good  in  a 
legitimate  way.  If  our  eagles  do  not  fiy  near  enough  to  the  sun,  do 
you  find  anything  more  like  the  birds  of  Jove  among  the  quacking 
brood  in  the  marshes  below.  *  *  ♦  * 

"  Be  at  least  as  prudent  in  buying  medicine  as  you  are  in  buying 
flour  and  meat,  where  you  first  assure  yourselves  of  the  quality. 
Be  at  least  as  prudent  in  choosing  a  physician  as  you  are  in  choos- 
ing a  tailor  and  a  shoemaker,  where  you  first  satisfy  yourselves  that 
he  is  a  proper  workman  and  no  bungler.  What  is  the  madness 
which  impels  us  to  run  such  fearful  risks  of  health  and  life  ?  " 

<' And  when  you  have  chosen  a  physician,  thoughtfully,  judiciously, 
and  know  that  he  has  talent,  tact,  education,  experience,  kindness, 
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Iroth,  honor  and  moralitj,  treat  him  aocordinglj.  Bepoae  confidence 
in  him.  Submit  to  his  skill  and  discretion  in  your  sickness.  Do  not 
call  him  in  merely  to  hear  your  own  vievrs  of  your  case,  and  to  share 
the  responsibility  of  your  own  empiricism.  Let  him  be  fully,  truly, 
and  whoUy  your  physician.  If  results  do  not  come  as  rapidly  as  you 
desire,  do  not  dismiss  him. to  try  new  experiments.  His  judgment 
must  be  better  than  your  own.  Yon  may  die  in  his  hands,  it  is  irme. 
But  what  grounds  have  you  for  believing  that  you  will  better  your  case 
by  calling  in  another  man,  or  by  resorting  to  an  empirical  practice.  We 
must  all  die  at  last ;  and  the  very  change  you  make  to  elude  your  fate, 
may  be  an  act  of  imprudence,  which  seals  and  hastens  it." 

^^  It  is  your  right  to  ask  for  consultation ;  but  respect  the  judgment 
and  wishes  of  your  physician  in  the  selection.  Treat  honorably 
your  good  and  tried  physidan.  Recollect  his  interests  are  your 
interests."  ^And  when  health  returns  be  grateful  to  him.  Grudge 
him  not  his  equitable  fees,  and  delay  not  their  payment  The  man 
who  has  been  instrumental  in  saving  your  life,  in  restoring  to  you  the 
blessed  sensation  of  health,  has  done  more  for  you  than  if  he  had 
given  you  an  estate."  *^  What  will  not  a  man  give  in  exdiange  for 
bis  Ufe." 

I  have  quoted  thus  largely  from  the  reverend  doctor  because  it  is 
eloquently  expressed,  and  coming  from  such  a  source  it  has  tbe 
further  merit  of  disinterestedness.  For  the  same  reason  I  quote 
farther  from  an  unknown  authoress.*  ^  Like  other  men,  the  physi- 
cian has  his  susceptibilities  to  sympathy,  and  needs  encouragement  and 
appreciation.  He  needs  co«operation  with  his  services,  forbearance 
with  his  mistakes,  and  the  same  charity  for  his  foibles  and  faults  that 
we  feel  that  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  him  toward  our  own. 
Sometimes  a  physician  is  dismissed  for  some  slight  mistake,  some 
oversight  or  omission,  which,  from  the  very  painfrilness  of  his  experi- 
ence in  consequence,  he  would  be  on  double  guard  against  ever  after, 
and  his  place  is  supplied  by  one  who  perhaps  falls  into  the  same  or 
more  serious  misjudgment,  and  in  his  turn  is  likewise  dismissed. 
None  are  infallible ;  therefore  should  the  ill-timed  and  unnecessary 
criticism  be  suppressed  with  the  same  consideration  we  look  for  him 
toward  the  weaknesses  and  faults  his  position  enables  him  to  discern 
in  our  domestic  circles.    Nor  should  we  expect  in  him  creative  or 

*  Melva,  Family  Ooardlaii. 
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omnipotent  power ;  for  when  the  fated  arrow  is  sped  from  the  quiver 
of  the  Almighty,  no  hujnan  hand  may  stay  it. 

"Like  that  of  other  mortals,  the  physician's  ear  must  sometimes 
weary  of  querulous  tones,  impatient  complaint,  and  the  continued  minor 
key  of  the  invalid's  moan.  The  inmates  of  that  home  who  during  a 
morning  caD  from  their  family  physician  impart  to  him  of  those  precious 
,  but  intangible  social  influences  which  elevate,  strengthen  and  cheer, 
may  unwittingly  transmit  rays  of  sunshine  and  hopefulness  through  the 
whole  round  of  his  day's  ministrations.  Animal  spirits  will  flag 
sometimes  under  constant  drafts  upon  sympathy  and  patience  and  the 
pressure  of  anxiety  and  responsibility.  Then  do  such  influences  do 
him  good  like  a  medicine. 

"  Irregular  meals,  loss  of  sleep,  the  driving  blast  or  cheerless  rain, 
and  the  chilly  night  air,  are  as  repulsive  to  him  as  to  other  men. 
The  mental  quiet  that  takes  possession  of  the  business  man's  mind 
when  he  feels  that  his  dmfs  work  is  done,  the  physician  can  also 
appreciate,  and  it  would  be  equally  agreeable  to  him  to  feel  that  there 
was  no  liability  to  an  interruption  of  the  social  chat ;  no  call  from 
the  warm,  attractive  fireside ;  no  necessity  for  relinquishing  slipper 
and  easy  chair,  and  the  enjoyment  of  a  new  publication,  or  converse 
with  family  or  friends."  "  But  if  suffering  humanity  calls,  the  call  is 
imperative.  Personal  comfort  or  social  courtesy  must  be  foregone  at 
a  moment's  notice,  and  domestic  attractions  exchanged  for  the  anxious 
and  often  repulsive  service  of  the  sick  room.  Let  the  family,  then, 
who  enjoy  the  friendship  and  services  of  a  physician  whose  qualifica- 
tions meet  their  moral  and  physical  needs,  who  is  to  them  an  acqui- 
sition, a  household  blessiiig,  duly  appreciate,  love,  honor  and  sustain 
him.  Let  them  remember  him  at  the  domestic  altar,  and  in  many  a 
token  and  attention  of  social  life,  as  they  do  their  pastor,  and  so  regu- 
late the  intercourse  of  the  relationship  that  there  may  be  mutual 
advantages, — reciprocal  aids  in  learning  how  to  live  and  in  prepara- 
tion for  death." 

I  will  add  only  one  or  two  ideas  to  those  so  eloquently  and 
forcibly  expressed  above,  and  those  such  as  can  only  be  fully  appre- 
ciated by  the  medical  man.  The  studies  to  be  prosecuted  afler  one 
has  entered  upon  practice,  though  all-important,  can  be  pursued  at 
best  only  under  great  difficulties.  The  whole  day,  including  many 
times  the  twenty-four  hours,  will  be  wholly  occupied  in  attendance 
upon  the  sick,  and  this  often  in  consequence  of  irregular  and  untimely 
calls  unnecessarily  made.      This  is  especially  the  case  when  the 
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physician's  practice  extends  over  a  large  region  of  country.  If  the 
patients  or  their  friends  were  only  to  inform  tlheir  medical  attendant 
of  their  wants  early  in  the  day,  stating  as  near  as  possible  the  urgency 
or  the  opposite  of  the  case  requiring  attention,  he  might  so  arrange  his 
business  as  to  leave  a  valuable  portion  of  his  time  nearly  every  day 
for  reading  and  investigation,  which  otherwise  may  be  entirely  lost  in 
going  over  and  over  the  same  roads  and  streets.  This  is  another 
instance  of  the  mutual  interest  of  physician  and  patient  By  giving 
the  former  time  for  improvement,  he  acquires  knowledge  and  skill 
which  is  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick.  I  have  always  had  some 
families  who  were  careful  to  send  in  the  morning,  and  if  the  case  was 
not  urgent  to  request  attendance  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Such 
families  have  always  had  my  best  attentions,  while  those  who  were 
always  crying  wolf!  wolf!  may  occasionally  have  suffered  when 
actually  in  his  clutches. 

In  conclusion,  let  us  for  a  moment  look  forward  to  that  medical 
millennium  which  we  shall  never  behold,  but  may  be  allowed  to 
anticipate,  when  the  science  of  medicine  shall  be  perfected ;  those 
principles  now  uncertain  be  fully  elucidated  and  established ;  when 
every  practitioner  shall  be  thoroughly  and  perfectly  educated  for  his 
profession,  and  withal  be  a  benevolent,  upright,  conscientious  man, 
having  such  full  confidence  in  those  to  whose  wants  he  ministers, 
that  he  will  have  no  anxiety  for  his  own  temporal  wants,  but  be  able 
to  give  the  whole  energies  of  mind  and  body  to  the  investigation  and 
removal  of  disease  and  suffering;  when  the  most  delicate  and  refined 
female  shall  be  able  to  find  a  physician  in  whom  she  can  place  such 
implicit  confidence  as  to  impart  to  him  the  first  indication  of  disease, 
and  thus  avoid  years  of  suffering;  when  every  woman  who  now 
wisely  selects  a  machinist  to  regulate  her  sewing  machine,  or  a  prac- 
tical musician  to  tune  her  piano,  shall  act  as  discreetly  in  the  selection 
of  one  to  regulate  that  delicate  mechanism  which  sends  a  glow  of 
health  and  beauty  through  her  frame,  or  those  ten  thousand  ner- 
vous filaments,  which,  when  in  tune,  send  thrills  of  joy  and  pleas- 
ure through  her  system ;  when  every  manufacturer  shall  select  bis 
physician  as  wisely  as  he  does  his  machinist ;  every  lawyer,  who  in  his 
profession  examines  evidence  so  closely  and  estimates  it  so  exactly, 
shall  examine  science  before  he  rejects  it ;  every  minister  of  the 
gospel  shall  hate  nostrums  as  he  does  Pantheism, — avoid  infini- 
tesimals as  he  would  transcendentalism, — believing  there  is  science 
in  medicine  as  well  as  theology ;  when  ail  persons,  in  every  depart- 
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ment  of  life,  shall  fully  and  perfectly  understand  the  laws  of 
hygiene,  and  be  willing  to  follow  them,  thus  preventing  a  vast  amount 
of  unnecessary  disease,  so  that  what  is  suffered  may  be  justly  and 
truly  termed  a  dispensation  of  Providence ;  when  the  whole  com- 
munity shall  unite  with  the  wisest  and  best  physicians  in  arresting 
disease  in  its  incipient  state,  curing  what  in  this  approaching,  enlight- 
ened age,  shall  be  curable,  greatly  alleviating  and  palliating  what 
is  incurable.  "  Blessed  are  they  who  see  the  day  of  glory,  but 
more  blessed  are  they  who  contribute  to  its  approach."* 


Seeker.^ 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 


Report  of  the  Annual  Examination  of  the  Candidates  for  the  Degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine^  at  Tcde  GoUege,for  1858. 

The  Board  of  Examiners  convened  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  ISth. 
Present,  on  the  part  of  the  Medical  Society,  Benjamin  H.  Catlin, 
M.  D.,  of  Meriden,  President ;  Chas.  Woodward,  of  Middletown  ;  P. 
G.  Rockwell,  of  Waterbury  ;  and  James  Welch,  of  Winsted ; — ^andon 
the  part  of  Yale  CoUege,  Prof.  J.  £[night,  C.  Hooker,  H.  Bronson,  W. 
Hooker,  B.  Silliman,  Jr.,  and  P.  A.  Jewett 

Six  Candidates  submitted  their  Dissertations,  and  after  examina- 
tion were  recopimended  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine ;  viz. : 

John  Martin  Aimes,  of  Orange,  on  <<  Food,"  with  the  Valedictory 
Address. 

George  Washington  Birch,  of  Brookfield,  on  "  Apoplexy." 

St.  Felix  Colardeau,  of  Gandaloupe,  W.  I.,  on  '<  Lactation." 

Daniel  Armstrong  De  Forest,  of  Newburg,  on  ^  Typhoid  Fever." 

Henry  Webster  Jones,  of  Bridgeport,  on  '*  Alimentary  Sub- 
stances." 

Timothy  Beers  Towneend,  of  New  Haven,  on  '^  Indirect  Inguinal 
Hernia." 

Samuel  W.  Gold,  M.  D.,  of  Cornwall,  and  P.  G.  Rockwell,  M.  D., 
of  Waterbury,  were  appointed  to  give  the  Annual  Addresses  to  the 
Candidates  in  1859  and  1860. 

Chas.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  was  appointed  to  report  the  proceedings 
of  the  Board,  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society. 

The  Medical  Commencement  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening. 
Dr.  John  Martin  Aimes  of  the  Graduating  class,  gave  the  Yaledio- 
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torj  Address,  after  which  the  Degrees  were  conferred  bj 
Woolsey. 

Archibald  T.  Douglass,  M.  D^  of  Grotoo,  who  had  been  i4>poiDted 
by  the  Board  of  Exanuners  to  give  the  Annnal  Address  to  the 
candidates,  was  prevented,  by  sudden  and  seyere  sidmess  in  his 
family,  from  attending  the  examination ;  though  we  are  informed 
that  he  had  prepared  his  address. 

The  examination  of  the  candidates  was  highly  satisfactory  to  the 
Board.  Though  few  in  number,  their  instruction  had  evidently  been 
thorough,  and  they  evinced  talents  and  qualifications  of  a  high  order. 

The  committee  would  take  this  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Convention  to  the  claims  of  the  medical  department  of  Yale 
College,  on  the  Medical  Profession  of  thb  State.  With  us  it  origi- 
nated ;  in  our  hands  its  founders  placed  its  supervision ;  and  on  us 
rests  to  a  great  extent,  the  responsibility  of  its  success.  It  is  un- 
necessary here  to  state  that  it  has  been  an  honor  both  to  the  State 
and  the  Profession.  The  several  departments  have  ever  been  filled 
with  able  Professors,  and  the  instruction  given  in  the  elements  of 
medicine  has  been,  we  believe,  equal  to  that  given  in  any  other  In- 
stitution in  this  country.  The  comparative  small  number  who  seek 
instruction  here,  is  not  owing  to  the  character  of  the  instruction,  but 
to  causes  which  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  recapitulate.  To  a  certain 
extent  they  are  unquestionably  beyond  our  control,  but  at  this  pe- 
riod, when  Medical  Institutions  are  so  numerous,  ai\4  the  competi- 
tion for  pupils  so  great,  something  more  is  required  of  its  patrons 
than  to  see  that  the  chairs  are  ably  filled.  There  is  much  that  can 
and  should  be  done  by  the  members  of  the  Profession, 'individually 
and  collectively,  to  foster  and  sustain  that  which  we  should  consider 
as  our  school  for  medical  instruction.  To  the  Convention,  however, 
we  would  leave  this  subject,  to  adopt  such  measures,  if  by  them  any 
are  deemed  necessary,  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Professors  and 
place  the  Institution  in  its  appropriate  position* 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Examination, 

CHARLES  WOODWARD. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  devising 
some  plan  for  the  more  suitable  accommodation  of  the  insane  con- 
victs and  others^  at  that  time  confined  in  the  State  Prison  and 
Jails  of  the  commonwealth. 

This  committee,  it  may  be  remembered,  was  appointed  at  the 
Convention  of  the  State  Medical  Society  which  was  holden  at 
Norwich,  May  10th  and  11th,  1855.  It  consisted  of  one  from  a 
county ;  viz.,  Drs.  Hunt,  Knight,  Casey,  Simmons,  Fuller,  Peters 
Bennet,  and  Dean. 

The  course  at  that  time  proposed  to  be  taken  by  the  committee, 
and  which  was  subsequently  pursued,  was  to  memorialize  the  legis- 
lature, then  in  session  at  Hartford,  asking  for  a  hearing  before  the 
committee  of  that  body,  to  whom  their  memorial  should  be  referred ; 
to  whom  the  friends  of  the  movement  could  make  known  at  length 
the  wants  of  those  in  whose  behalf  they  appeared,  and  also  suggest 
such  measures  for  their  relief  as  seemed  to  be  demanded. 

Though  the  members  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Society 
did  not  all  appear  to  urge  the  highly  important  and  benevolent  project 
with  which  they  were  charged,  several  of  them  manifested  the 
deep  interest  they  felt,  both  by  letter  to  the  Chairman,  and  also 
by  availing  themselves  of  all  suitable  occasions  to  explain  and  im- 
press favorably  the  minds  of  their  own,  and  other  members  of  the 
legislature  with  whom  they  came  in  contact. 

The  report  (of  which  a  thousand  copies  were  printed,  some  two 
hundred  of  which  being  attached  to  the  "  Proceedings "  of  that 
year,  as  an  appendix)  made  by  the  Committee  on  State  Humane  In- 
stitutions, to  whom  the  memorial  was  referred,  clearly  evinces,  both 
on  the  part  of  the  committee  itself,  and  on  that  of  the  friends  of  the 
undertaking  proposed,  a  becoming  interest ;  several  of  those  best 
informed,  from  a  long  residence  at  the  Prison,  and  mature  reflection 
on  the  subject  under  consideration,  being  present,  and  stating,  quite 
at  length,  before  the  committee,  the  conclusions  to  which  they  had 
come.  These,  together  with  much  other  valuable  information  pro- 
cured at  home,  and  from  the  experience  of  other  countries,  formed 
the  broad  and  convincing  basis  upon  which  the  Report  referred  to 
was  founded.  In  compliance  with  the  views  of  this  committee,  the 
legislature  passed  an  act,  appointing  a  commission,  with  power 
to  take  such  preliminary  steps  as  would  bring  the  matter,  in  an  in- 
teUigible  and  practical  shape,  before  the  succeeding  one ;  and  $1,500 
were  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 
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Tlie  oommiBSBOoeny  in  couformity  with  the  raqoireiiients  of  thb 
act,  prepared  a  plan  and  specifications  in  detail,  together  with 
estimates  of  the  cost  of  erecting  a  stone  stnictare,  adjoining  the 
State  Prison,  capable  of  accommodating,  with  good  sized,  well  light- 
ed, and  thoroogfalj  yentiiated  rooms,  sixteen  inmates.  They  also 
arranged  for  an  enclosure,  embracing  some  half  an  acre,  snrroonded 
with  a  wall  of  stone,  eighteen  feet  high,  in  which  the  patients  ooold 
be  exercised,  and  to  some  extent  employed  in  horticaltore.  The 
plan,  indeed,  as  a  whole,  contemplated  a  bnOding  with  groonds  at- 
tached, soch  that  those,  confined  there,  could  receive  all  the  curative 
treatment  usually  afforded  at  the  best  hospitals  for  the  insane,  be 
kept  securely,  and  their  comfort,  whether  curable  or  otherwise,  be 
consulted  to  a  reasonable  extent.  It  may  be  proper  to  state  here, 
that  the  plan  of  the  commissioners  provided  no  distinct  aocommoda- 
tions  for  females,  nor  for  the  noisy ;  for  the  reason,  first,  that  the 
history  of  the  prison  furnished  no  example  of  an  insane  woman ; 
second,  that  i4Mutments  for  the  noisy  inmates,  which  were  a  very 
small  class  also,  were  already  fwovided  in  the  new  prison,  contiguous 
and  readily  accessible;  and  finaUy,  because  a  plan  contemplating 
arrangements  for  these  several  classes,  while  practically  it  would 
have  been  of  little  use,  would  have  so  increased  the  cost  of  the 
structure  itself,  that  it  would  have  been  a  hopeless  undertaking  to 
attempt  to  induce  the  legislature  to  appropriate  the  amount  required 
to  build  it. 

The  plan  submitted  to  the  legislature  of  1856  was  adopted,  which 
appropriated  for  this  and  certain  other  greatly  needed  improvements 
at  the  prison,  among  them  the  enlargement  of  the  hospital  for  the 
treatment  of  ordinary  diseases,  the  sum  of  $12,000.  Further,  it 
i^pointed  a  commission  to  be  associated  with  the  State  Prison 
Directors  in  effecting  these  several  alterations  and  additions.  Though 
the  appropriation  of  1856  was  known  at  the  time  it  was  made  to  fall 
somewhat  short  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  work  directed  to  be  d<Mie, 
it  was  decided  by  those  to  whom  the  matter  had  been  intrusted,  to 
proceed  with  these  greatly  needed  improvements,  and  to  look  to  the 
legislature  of  1857  to  make  up  the  deficit  that  might  then  be  found  to 
exist  The  contract  for  the  entire  work,  therefore,  was  made,  subject 
to  certain  contingencies,  depending  upon  the  action  of  the  legisla- 
ture,—during  the  winter  of  1856-7,  and  the  improvements  begun 
early  during  the  spring  following.  The  legislature  of  1857  appro- 
priated the  additional  sum  of  $5,000,  which  was  found  to  be  required, 
making  the  entire  cost  of  these  several  improvements,  $17,045. 
There  are  now  ample  and  suitable  accommodations  in  apartments, 
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appropriated  to  their  exclusive  use  for  those  at  the  pri&on  suffering  from 
the  ordinary  forms  of  disease ;  and  also,  it  is  believed,  for  the  present  at 
least,  both  for  those  insane  convicts  now  at  the  prison,  those  confined 
in  the  several  jails  of  the  State  who  may  be  transferred  here  by  an 
order  from  any  one  of  the  judges  of  the  superior  court,  and  also  for 
any  such  as  those  who,  acquitted  of  crime  because  of  insanity,  are 
still  regarded  by  the  same  authority  as  suitable  subjects  for  this 
place,  their  own  condition  and  the  public  safety  demanding  it.  The 
experience  of  those  having  charge  of  insane  hospitals  had  invariably 
decided  against  the  confinement,  either  of  the  convict  insane,  or  of 
those  acquitted  of  crime  on  the  ground  of  insanity,  with  the  innocent 
insane  ;  and  the  public  mind  was  equally  settled,  wherever  the  ques- 
tion had  been  suitably  considered,  in  the  conviction  on  the  one  hand, 
that  the  latter  ought  not  to  be  left  at  large ;  and  on  the  other,  that 
they  ought  neither  to  be  treated  like  brutes  nor  compelled  to  occupy 
felons'  cells,  and  submit  to  the  harsh  and  degrading  discipline  which 
appropriately  prevails  in  the  criminal  department  of  the  State  Prison ; 
but  rather  that  both  classes  should,  for  the  time  being,  and  while  suf- 
fering from  the  most  terrible  of  human  ills,  be  treated  with  kindness, 
and  such  indulgence,  not  incompatible  with  security,  as  was  needful 
for  their  comfort  and  restoration.  Hence,  wisely,  and  in  the  exercise 
of  an  enlightened  benevolence,  and  with  a  promptness,  I  may  add,  that 
does  them  infinite  honor, — ^for  Connecticut  first  agitated,  and  is  first 
among  her  sister  States,  some  of  which  have  already  entered 
heartily  upon  this  good  and  greatly  needed  work  of  reform,  to  enter 
upon  her  reward, — ^they  directed  through  their  appropriate  channel, 
the  legislature,  that  these  provisions  be  made  for  these  suffering 
classes,  which  I  have  just  described,  and  whose  completion  it  is  now 
my  privilege  to  announce  to  the  Society. 

I  can  not,  nor  ought  I  to,  conclude,  without  assuring  the  Society  of 
the  obligation  which,  in  my  judgment,  is  due,  both  on  its  own  part 
and  from  the  friends  of  suffering  humanity  throughout  the  State,  to 
our  valued  Secretary,  Dr.  Beckwith,  who  most  ably  and  triumphantly 
vindicated  and  sustained  against  no  ordinary  opposition,  especially 
during  the  session  of  1857,  this  benevolent  enterprise.  It  is  by  no 
means  too  much  to  say,  that  without  his  constant  watchfulness  and 
successive  defenses  of  it  in  the  House,  it  would  not  have  succeeded, 
and  one  less  monument  of  the  ever  active,  all-embracing  charity  of 
our  profession  exist,  to  challenge  the  gratitude  and  respect  of  mankind* 

E.  K  HUNT,  Chairman. 
HABT70BD,  May  Ist,  1858. 
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BepcTi  of  CammitUe  appointed  ^to  confer  tntk  State  lAhrarian 
relative  to  Registration  of  Births  and  Deaths^  to  State  Msdical 
Society^  in  Convention,  at  Waterbury,  ^^y  1858. 

WiTB  the  system  of  registration  now  in  force,  the  members  of  this 
society  are  all  doubtless  familiar,  yet  it  may  be  well  briefly  to  refer 
to  some  of  its  leading  features.  It  provides  for  obtaining  the  informa- 
tion sought  for  from  the  most  reliable  soorce  of  such  information,  viz., 
physicians ;  and  calls  for  it  at  intervals  so  frequent  that  the  memory 
may  be  safely  depended  upon,  so  far  as  it  may  be  found  needful  at 
any  time  to  appeal  to  it,  and  all  parties  concerned  in  making  the 
returns  complete,  may  be  readily  found  to  answer  any  desired  inqui- 
ries. The  compensation  also,  as  a  rule,  is  reasonable,  greater  than  in 
Massachusetts  or  Rhode  Island,  and  all  that  the  profession  should 
desire  for  the  service  performed. 

The  State  Librarian,  to  whom  an  abstract  of  all  the  returns  made, 
is  to  be  sent,  and  who  is  required  by  law  to  make  up  the  annual 
report,  is  well  qualified  for  the  task,  and  is  commendably  desirous  that 
it  should  prove  equally  useful  to  the  State,  and  creditable  to  the  pro- 
fession and  himself.  He  is  also,  your  Committee  are  quite  sure, 
ready  to  receive  in  a  friendly  and  liberal  spirit,  any  suggestions  that 
may  be  made  to  him,  through  the  Medical  Society,  and  to  carry  them 
into  effect,  irrespective  of  the  tax  they  may  impose  on  himself,  provi- 
ded only  that  the  laws  under  which  he  acts  give  him  the  requisite 
authority. 

Having  then  a  good  system  of  registration,  simple  yet  well  adapted 
to  the  end  in  view,  and  all  the  means  and  appliances  to  make  our 
labors  in  this  important,  yet  hitherto  comparatively  uncultivated  field 
effective,  it  is  only  required  of  the  members  of  this  Society  that  diey 
perform  a  plain  duty  in  conformity  with  its  provisions.  Make  up 
your  certificate  for  each  birth  and  death  that  takes  place  in  your 
practice,  return  it  within  the  time  appointed  to  the  registrar,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  you  have  as  a  reward  of  this  trifling  labor,  not 
merely  your  fees,  but  the  same  information  from  every  other  physician 
throughout  the  State,  arranged  and  tabulated  in  a  form  best  adapted 
to  answer  intelligent  inquiry,  and  also  to  give  you  much  information 
which  in  fact  it  is  becoming  discreditable  not  to  possess.  Were  this, 
or  some  like  system  of  registration,  to  last  but  for  a  single  year,  its 
returns  would  amply  pay  their  cost ;  but  one  of  the  prominent  and 
most  interesting  features  of  a  work  of  this  kind  consists  in  the  fact 
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that  its  yalue  greatlj  increases  through  the  aid  which  each  successive 
year  affords  toward  establishing  positive  results, — their  value  being 
the  greater  just  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  basis  on  which  thej 
are  founded.  Consider,  we  pray  you,  for  a  moment,  the  general 
truths  relating  to  the  fatality  of  different  forms  of  disease,  the  sections 
of  the  State  in  which  one  or  another  disease  is  found  especially  to 
prevail  or  otherwise, — ^for  the  fact,  be  it  one  way  or  the  other,  is 
equally  valuable ;  noting  what  diseases,  if  any,  seem  especially  to 
prevail  on  the  seaboard,  and  what  more  inland ;  the  mortality  at  the 
different  s^es  in  the  different  sections  of  the  State,  more  especially 
contrasting  cities  and  large  towns  with  the  country  in  this  particular ; 
the  effect  of  occupation  on  health ;  consider  these  few,  as  you  well 
might  so  many  other  features  of  our  reports,  especially  as  exhibited 
in  decennial  results,  for  example,  and  how  many  strikingly  interest- 
ing and  practically  valuable  truths  would  they  present?  and  all  for 
what  ?  for  the  labor  we  repeat,  on  your  part,  of  making  up  the  returns 
of  births  and  deaths  that  have  happened  annually  during  this  period, 
in  your  individual  circuit  of  practice.  "We  can  hardly  believe  a  sin- 
gle member  of  this  time-honored  Society  so  dead  to  a  high  public 
necessity,  to  his  own  interests  and  the  honor  of  the  profession,  as  to 
come  short,  when  in  fact  so  little  is  required  of  him,  and  the  reward 
so  great,  as  it  must  be  found  to  be  in  the  proper  performance  of  this 
important  duty. 

Looking  to  the  circumstance,  that  by  every  physician's  doing  his 
duty,  we  reach  ever}'  quarter  of  the  state,  every  representative  dis- 
trict, we  have  a  lever,  by  means  of  which,  if  united,  we  may 
readily,  and  with  certainty,  secure  any  change  or  reform  in  the 
system  of  registration,  that  may  seem  to  us  at  any  time  to  be  de- 
manded. While  the  facts  above  named,  in  connection  with  their 
bearing  upon  the  means  of  preventing  disease,  or  prolonging  life, 
will  have  a  controlling  influence  with  the  medical  profession,  con- 
siderations of  a  more  selfish,  or  at  least  partaking  of  a  less  benevo- 
lent character,  may  operate  with  equal,  if  not  greater  force,  upon 
the  general  mind  of  the  State ;  and  we  may,  with  the  view  of  awa- 
kening and  maintaining  a  proper  interest  in  this  matter,  on  the  part 
of  the  people,  appeal  to  every  tax-payer,  to  say  whether  more 
money  is  not  expended  one  year  with  another,  in  the  several  towns 
of  the  commonwealth,  in  determining  the  residence  of  paupers, 
than  the  cost  of  executing  the  registration  laws  amounts  to ;  all 
of  which  may  be  saved,  including  the  vexation  and  trouble  attend- 
ing inquiries  of  this  sort,  at  no  distant  day  through  their  agency. 
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The  settlement  of  estates  also,  which  have  heretofore  not  unfre- 
quentlj  involved  protracted  and  expensive  law-suits,  may  be  effected 
by  a  reference  simply  to  the  returns,  it  may  be,  at  some  future  day 
by  those  which  some  of  us  are  just  now  making.  The  rates  of  life 
insurance  may  and  ought  to  be  predicated  upon  such  returns  as 
we  are  called  upon  to  make,  and  ultimately  the  value  of  life  will  be 
estimated  truthfully  upon  our  returns,  rather  than,  as  at  present,  upon 
foreign  or  guess-work  systems,  now  in  vogue ;  probably  lessening  the 
cost  of  insurance. 

Such  are  a  few  of  the  considerations  with  which  we  can  approach 
our  fellow-citizens,  and  demonstrate  to  them  that  a  registra^on  law 
as  certainly  and  as  closely  effects  their  interests  as  our  own  ;  indeed, 
more  so,  for  all  the  light  which  we  procure  by  means  of  it,  is  at  onoe 
applied  to  the  prevention  and  cure  of  disease  prevailing  around  us. 
What  we  want, — ^indeed,  what  the  conmiunity  wants,  and  all  that  is 
required  to  render  registration  eminently  popular  with  the  people, — is 
a  dear  appreciation  of  its  practical  bearings.  To  this  end,  therefore, 
and  without  further  remark,  we  put  the  inquiry  to  every  professional 
man  throughout  the  State,  in  what  way  can  you  do  yourself  more 
service,  in  what  way  confer  a  greater  boon  upon  the  community  in 
which  you  live,  than  from  year  to  year  acquainting  yourself  fully 
and  with  accuracy,  as  to  the  forms  of  disease,  and  the  amount  of 
mortality,  with  its  rate  per  cent,  of  the  population,  which  takes  place 
in  it ;  the  causes  that  have  concurred  to  produce  it,  whether  owing  to 
the  occupation  of  the  people  themselves,  or  to  the  physical  charac- 
teristics of  the  place,  involving  its  temperature,  topographical  or 
geological  features,  or  to  both  of  these,  or  any  other  evidence  bearing 
upon  the  subject  before  you;  making  up  annually  your  return  in 
accordance  with  an  established  form,  and  sending  it  as  you  now  do  to 
some  appointed  agent,  so  that  it  shall  ultimately  come  back  to  you 
enlarged,  and  embodying  not  only  your  own,  but  the  like  information 
gathered  up  in  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  towns  in  the  commonwealth ; 
a  mine  of  information,  properly  used,  to  yourself  and  neighbors  ?  We 
have  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that  no  physician  can  faithfully  per- 
form this  task,  looking  at  it  in  the  comprehensive  light  in  which  it  ought 
to  be  viewed,  without  reaping  a  rich  reward  in  the  mental  benefit  that 
will  attend  upon  its  performance,  to  say  nothing  of  the  increased 
estimation  in  which  he  would  find  himself  held  on  account  of  it  by 
his  fellow-citizens. 

If  such  are  the  obligations  and  reward  attending  a  conscientious 
discharge  of  this  simple  and  easy  task,  your  committee  would  inquire 
farther,  what  ought  to  be  and  must  be  the  dishonor,  in  this  enlight- 
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ened  age,  attaching  to  its  neglect,  or  even  its  partial  and  imperfect 
performance  ?  and  leave  the  answer  to  the  inquiry,  without  comment, 
to  every  fair-minded  and  liberal  member  of  the  profession. 

What  is  true  in  regard  to  deaths  is  equally  so  of  births,  and  the 
considerations  applying  to  complete  returns  of  one,  are  equally  true  of 
the  other.  Still-bom  births,  your  committee  respectfully  submit  to 
the  Society,  ought  to  be  returned,  as  well  as  plurality  and  illegitimate 
births,  all  county-wise,  and  also  the  nationality  of  parents.  These 
returns  made  for  a  few  years,  would  show  to  some  extent  the  moral 
status  of  our  commonwealth,  and  also  that  the  foreign  element  in 
our  population  is  rapidly  becoming  numerically  predominant  Thescy 
and  probably  other  important  facts,  might,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  Librarian,  be  returned  in  connection  with  the  returns  of  births 
and  deaths  respectively,  without  adding  in  a  degree  worth  naming,  to 
any  one's  labors  save  those  of  the  Librarian  himself. 

We  can  not  refrain  from  suggesting  that  if  some  of  the  leading 
conclusions  to  be  deduced  from  the  preparation  and  study  of  the  tables, 
were  stated  in  ordinary  language,  the  labors  of  the  Librarian  would 
possess  much  greater  practical  value.  Unless  one  sits  down  to  the 
deliberate  study  of  results  numerically  expressed,  not  only  the  particu- 
lar, but  the  more  general  and  striking  truths,  to  be  obtained  therefrom, 
are  likely  to  escape  observation,  or,  if.  noticed,  to  be  soon  forgotten. 
Besides,  we  are  of  the  opinion,  that  both  in  the  profession  as  well  as  out 
of  it,  the  returns  would  be  more  extensively  read  and  more  popular 
generally,  if  results  published  as  just  intimated,  accompanied  each 
table,  or  followed,  which  would  probably  be  preferable,  as  an  appendix, 
the  whole.  We  trust  that  the  Society  will  concur  with  us  in  regard 
to  the  above  changes,  and  bring  them  in  a  suitable  manner  to  the 
notice  of  the  Librarian. 

Your  committee  have  regretted  to  observe  that  the  nomenclature 
and  arrangement  of  diseases,  as  approved  and  adopted  by  the  Ameri- 
can National  Association,  are  not  followed  in  some  States,  a  European 
standard  being  preferred.  To  our  minds  the  reasons  are  decisive  in 
favor  of  conforming  to  our  own  system,  and  we  should  exceedingly 
regret  to  know  of  any  departure  from  it  in  this  State. 

As  to  the  names  of  diseases  as  they  appear  in  our  annual  reports, 
we  would  express  the  earnest  hope  that  every  member  of  the  Society 
will  see  to  it  that  he  does  not  bring  the  profession  into  contempt  with 
intelligent  persons  out  of  it,  by  the  use  of  terms  known  only  to  the 
vulgar,  and  finding  no  place  in  any  received  system  of  practice. 
Besides,  many  terms  are  employed  in  quite  too  general  a  sense  to 
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become  of  anj  practical  value.  Of  these  classes,  we  will  name  bat 
two  examples,  viz.,  fits  and  white  canker ;  though  we  are  sorry  to  saj 
that  they  might  both  be  largely  extended. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  congratulate  the  Society  on  its 
appointment  of  a  standing  committee  on  registration,  requiring  that  it 
maintain  a  close  relationship  and  active  co-operation  with  those 
appointed  by  the  State  to  make  up  our  annual  reports,  and  to  commu- 
nicate with  this  Society  annually  in  writing,  fully  believing  that  its 
own  and  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  State,  are  intimately  asso- 
ciated in  maintaining  a  well  ordered  and  faithfully  executed  system  of 
registration,  and  that  the  law  of  rotation,  applying  to  the  other  stand- 
ing committees,  should  apply  to  this. 

E.  K.  HUNT,   Chairman. 


Report  of  Committee  of  Publication,  read  before  the  Convention  ai 
WaUrbun/,  May  26^A,  1858, —  G.  W.  RusseU,  M,  J).,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  of  Publication  appointed  by  the  last  Convention 
would  report : — That  they  met  at  Middletown  on  the  fifteenth  instant, 
and  examined  the  several  dissertations,  &c,  which  had  been  sent  to 
them,  and  would  recommend  for  publication  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  Convention  the  following ;   viz. : 

A  paper  on  Puerperal  Convulsions,  by  C.  A.  Lindsley,  M.  D.,  of 
New  Haven,  and  one  on  Human  Embryology,  by  C.  L.  Ives,  M.  D., 
of  New  Haven,  both  read  before  the  New  Haven  County  Medical 
Society ;  a  paper  on  Surgical  Diseases  of  the  Rectum,  by  Lewis  S. 
Paddock,  M.  D.,  of  Norwich,  read  before  the  New  London  County 
Medical  Society;  a  Biographical  Sketch  of  William  C.  Williams, 
M.  D.,  by  William  Scott,  M.  D.,  and  a  Sanitary  Report  from  Hartford 
County,  by  A.  W.  Barrows,  M.  D.,  both  read  before  the  Hartford 
County  Medical  Society ;  and  a  Biographical  Sketch  of  John  S. 
Peters,  M.  D.,  by  J.  B.  Williams,  M.  D. 

Whilst  your  committee  regret  that  so  few  papers  have  been  sent 
them  for  examination,  they  yet  rejoice  that  a  commencement  of  this 
plan  has  been  made,  and  believe  that  more  may  be  reported  in  future. 
It  is  their  opinion  that  the  value  of  the  proceedings  will  thus  be 
increased,  and  that  a  volume  may  annually  be  published  by  the 
Society  from  the  contributions  of  its  members,  which  will  be  credit- 
able to  the  profession  of  the  State. 
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And  it  is  seriously  urged  upon  the  members  of  the  Convention 
whether  we  shall  not  better  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  profession,  many  of  whom  do  not  now  connect  them- 
selves with  the  Society,  by  adopting  some  such  plan  as  is  contemplated 
above,  which,  whilst  it  confers  benefit  upon  all,  furnishes  a  method  of 
communication  for  the  active  and  inquiring  mind. 

The  committee,  esirly  during  the  present  year,  sent  a  letter  to  the 

clerk  of  each  county,  bringing  to  his  notice  the  resolution  passed  by 

the  last  Convention  in  appointing  a  committee  of  publication,  and 

requesting  his  co-operation. 

GURDON  W.  RUSSELL. 

P.  A-  JEWETT. 

GEORGE  W.  BURKE. 
May,  1858. 


SANITARY  REPORT, 

Bead  before  the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society,  April  29<7<,  1858. 

BT   A.   W.   BARROWS,   M.  D.,  OF  HARTFORD. 


Gextlehen:  The  committee  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
county  for  the  year  past,  would  respectfully  report: — That  the 
chairman,  in  accordance  with  custom,  sent  circulars  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  society,  soliciting  information  in  regard  to  the  following 
subjects  of  interest,  viz.,  whether  any  epidemic  or  unusual  disease 
had  prevailed ;  if  so,  to  what  extent,  and  whether  mild  or  otherwise ; 
whether  any  local  causes  existed  calculated  to  produce  or  modify 
disease,  &c.  With  few  exceptions,  no  returns  to  these  circulars  have 
been  received.  Your  committee,  therefore,  are  not  in  possession  of 
sufficient  data  to  enable  them  to  present  so  full  and  accurate  a  report 
as  would  be  desired.  In  the  absence  of  more  definite  information, 
such  as  the  physicians  of  the  several  towns  alone  can  furnish,  your 
conmiittee  will  furnish  such  general  facts,  taken  from  the  reports  of 
registrars,  with  particulars  relative  to  a  few  places  in  the  county,  as 
seem  to  them  most  worthy  of  note. 

There  has  been  a  larger  number  of  deaths  reported  from  zymotic 
than  from  any  other  class  of  disease ;  deaths  from  zymotic  diseased, 
comprising  more  than  twenty-nine  and  five-tenths  per  cent,  of  all 
known  causes.  And  of  these,  the  exanthematous  diseases,  viz., 
scarlatina,  small  pox  and  measles,  furnish  a  large  proportion.  Ninety- 
one  deaths  from  scarlatina  are  returned,  cases  being  reported  from  a 
large  proportion  of  the  several  towns  of  the  county,  showing  its 
general  prevalence.  Whether  it  has  assumed  an  epidemic  form  in 
any  place,  we  are  unable  to  state.  Dr.  Scott  states  that  the  disease 
has  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent  in  Manchester,  sporadically. 
In  Hartford  it  has  existed  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  during  the  year, 

9 


66 

but  at  no  time  to  such  an  extent  as  to  entitle  it  to  the  character  of  an 
epidemic.  Cases  have  occurred  in  all  sections  of  the  citj,  but  the 
disease  has  shown  no  decided  tendency  to  communicate  itself  by 
contagion,  a  single  case  often  presenting  itself  where  several  children 
have  been  exposed.  There  has  been  nothing  peculiar  in  the  character 
of  the  disease ;  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  were  mild,  a  few 
severe,  especially  during  the  summer*  season,  when  they  assumed  a 
congestive  character,  attended  by  convulsions  from  the  commence- 
ment, and  proved  rapidly  fatal.  Twenty  deaths  are  reported  from 
measles  and  fourteen  from  hooping-cough.  These  diseases  prevailed 
in  Hartford  during  the  autumn  of  1856  and  continued  through  the 
following  winter  and  spring.  Nothing  peculiar  was  observed  during 
their  progress.  Thirteen  cases  of  measles  and  five  of  hooping-cough 
proved  fatal ;  most  of  which  occurred  among  indigent  families,  and 
the  result  was  oflen  due  to  neglect  and  exposure.  These  diseases 
distributed  over  the  city  and  prevailing  simultaneously,  many  subjects 
were  attacked  by  the  latter  before  they  had  fully  recovered  from  the 
ciFects  of  the  former.  Many  of  the  fatal  cases  were  of  this  character, 
while  other  cases  were  rendered  unusually  severe  and  protracted. 

Small-})ox  made  its  appearance  as  an  epidemic  in  Hartford  in 
November,  1856,  and  continued  to  prevail  as  such  during  the  whble 
or  greater  part  of  the  ensuing  year.  There  seems  to  have  been  a 
peculiar  susceptibility  on  the  part  of  all  unprotected  persons  to  con- 
tract the  disease.  Persons  who  had  never  been  vaccinated,  or  imper- 
fectly so,  were  almost  sure  of  contracting  this  disease  when  they 
came  within  the  influence  of  the  contagion.  Notwitlistanding  the 
constant  and  persevering  efforts  of  the  health  officer  of  the  city, 
(Dr.  Holmes,)  seconded  by  the  profession,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  epidemic  by  vaccination,  still  the  influx  of  unprotected 
persons,  and  the  carelessness  or  obstinacy  of  others,  have  furnished 
abundant  material  for  keeping  the  disease  alive.  More  than  three 
hundred  cases  of  small-pox  and  varioloid  have  occurred  in  this  city 
during  the  past  year.  One  hundred  of  these  were  small-pox. 
Thirty  cases  proved  fatal,  all  of  which  are  reported  to  have  been 
confluent  or  malignant  in  their  character.  It  was  ascertained  that 
twenty-three  of  the  fatal  cases  had  never  been  vaccinated,  and  of 
the  remaining  seven  no  positive  evidence  of  vaccination  could  be 
obtained.  Indeed,  very  few  of  the  subjects  of  small-pox  were  known 
to  have  been  vaccinated,  and  of  varioloid  very  few  had  been  ^accina- 'H. 
ted.     Small-pox  has  prevailed  to  some  extent  in  all  the  larger  villages 
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of  the  county;  five  deaths  are  reported  in  Glastenbury,  three  in 
Bristol,  one  in  East  Windsor,  and  one  in  Windsor. 

There  seems  to  have  been  an  universal  exemption  from  those 
zymotic  diseases  ordinarily  prevailing  during  the  summer  and  autum- 
nal months.  Thirteen  fatal  cases  of  dysentery,  fifteen  of  diarrhoea, 
and  twenty-one  of  cholera  infantum,  only,  are  reported  from  the 
county.  Of  cholera  infantum,  thirteen  deaths  are  returned  from  New 
Britain.  In  Hai*tford  there  were  but  comparatively  few  cases  of  this 
character ;  these  were  generally  mild  and  amenable  to  treatment. 

Fifty-eight  cases  of  typhus  fever  are  reported,  and  these  were  dis- 
tributed pretty  much  over  the  whole  county.  Berlin  reports  seven 
deaths,  Manchester  five,  Canton  and  Southington  each  four  cases* 
Hartford  fifteen,  and  other  towns  one  or  two  each. 

Of  croup,  twenty-one  fatal  cases  are  returned.  In  New  Britain  six, 
Hartford  four,  Southington  four,  Windsor  Locks  two,  other  towns 
one  each. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  county  from  affections  of  the  respira- 
tory organs  is  three  hundred  and  ten.  Consumption  yields  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight,  pneumonia  one  hundred  and  five,  these  two 
diseases  comprising  nearly  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  whole  class. 
The  cases  of  pneumonia  are  distributed  in  nearly  equal  proportions 
throughout  the  different  sections  of  the  county.  Pneumonia,  as  ob- 
served in  Hartford  and  its  vicinity,  has  been  of  a  typhoid  character. 
This  has  been  especially  true  of  the  cases  occurring  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year.  The  same  fact  has  been  noticed  in  other  parts  of  the 
county.  In  treating  the  disease,  bleeding  was  found  to  be  inadmissi- 
ble in  almost  every  instance.  Antimony,  if  borne  at  all,  was  tolerated 
only  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease  and  in  small  doses.  Calomel 
and  other  reducing  agents  required  to  be  used  with  great  caution,  as 
their  prostrating  effects  were  soon  felt,  if  administered  to  any  great 
extent.  The  use  of  tonics  and  stimulants  were  often  indicated  at  a 
very  early  stage  of  the  disease.  The  application  of  blisters  and  other 
counter-irritants  were  highly  serviceable.  Although  this  disease  in 
many  instances  presented  itself  in  a  severe  form,  yet  the  mortality 
was  not  unusually  great  and  the  recoveries  were  as  speedy  and  perfect 
as  when  it  occurs  in  a  sthenic  form. 

The  percentage  of  deaths  from  consumption  is  fifteen  and  eighty- 
two-hundredtlis,  something  less  than  one  in  six.  The  percentage  for 
the  whole  state  is  eighteen,  or  more  than  one  in  six.  Taking  the 
number  of  deaths  as  the  basis,  it  appears  that  consumption  is  more 
prevalent  in  some  parts  of  the  county  than  in  others.    Thus  the 
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towns  bordering  upon  the  Connecticut  river  exhibit  a  larger  propor- 
tion than  the  higher  and  more  hilly  portions  of  the  county.  In 
Hartford  the  percentage  is  low,  less  than  ten :  with  this  exception, 
the  average  of  the  river  towns  is  twenty-six  and  eight-tenths  per 
cent.,  more  than  one  in  four ;  while  the  other  towns  give  only  four- 
teen and  four-tenths  per  cent.,  or  one  in  seven.  Wethersfield  pre- 
sents by  far  the  largest  proportion,  twenty-one  out  of  forty-seven,  or 
one  in  every  two  deaths.  Windsor,  eleven  in  thirty-one,  or  about  one 
in  three.  East  Hartford,  thirteen  in  forty-two,  or  one  in  three. 
East  Windsor,  Glastenbury  and  Rocky  Hill  each  give  one  in  five. 
On  the  other  hand,  Burlington  returns  none;  Bloomfield  one  in 
seven  5  Marlborough  one  in  nine ;  Avon  one  in  seven ;  Farmington 
one  in  fourteen :  Granby  one  in  sixteen  ;  the  proportion  in  most  of 
the  remaining  towns  being  somewhat  greater. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  nervous  organs  for  the 
year  is  one  hundred  and  eighty,  an  increase  from  the  previous.  It 
has  been  stated  that  the  percentage  of  deaths  from  this  class  of  dis- 
eases has  been  annually  advancing.  This  opinion  is  doubtless  well 
founded.  Apparent  causes  in  daily  operation  are  well  calculated 
to  bring  about  this  result.  The  restless  disposition  of  our  people ;  the 
haste  manifested  on  all  sides  to  forward  plans  for  the  accumulation  of 
wealth  ;  the  frequent  excitement,  political,  financial,  and  religious, — all 
tend  to  undue  stimulation  of  the  nervous  system  and  render  it  more 
susceptible  of  disease.  The  manner  of  conducting  schools,  particu- 
larly in  our  larger  towns  and  villages,  undoubtedly  proves  a  fruitful 
cause  of  cerebral  trouble.  Tasks  are  imposed  which  require  for  their 
accomplishment  too  much  of  the  time  needed  for  sleep  and  out-door 
exercise.  School  committees  and  teachers,  urged  on,  in  some  instan- 
ces, doubtless,  by  zealous  parents  in  their  endeavors  to  benefit  their 
children,  by  calling  into  action  their  mental  faculties,  too  often  neg- 
lect the  no  less  important  duty  of  developing  a  sound  and  vigorous 
body.  Another  cause  tending  to  produce  a  like  fatal  result  among 
the  younger  children,  is  the  close  and  constant  confinement  in  ill  ven- 
tilated apartments.  It  is  believed  that  cerebral  diseases  prevail  more 
among  the  young,  in  cold,  than  in  warm  weather.  During  the  winter 
the  crevices  about  the  doors  and  windows  of  the  nursery,  are  closed 
so  as  to  exclude  the  pure  air,  while  stoves  and  furnaces  are  kept  in 
full  operation.  As  medical  men,  these  points  are  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. 

Deaths  from  diseases  either  of  the  circulatory,  digestive,  urinary 
or  generative  organs,  have  been  comparatively  few  in  number. 
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Your  committee  think  it  safe  to  conclude  that,  exclusive  of  zym- 
otic diseases,  there  has  been  less  than  the  ordinary  amount  of  sickness 
in  the  county  during  the  past  year. 

Dr.  B.  N.  Comings  reports  that  "  New  Britain  has  been  remarka- 
bly exempt  from  epidemics  during  the  year  1857  and  the  whole  amount 
of  sickness  has  been  regarded  as  materially  less  than  for  several  pre- 
vious years.  As  usual,  our  irregular  practitioners  have  furnished  to 
the  registrar  no  reports  of  deaths,  and  our  statistics  of  mortality  are 
very  imperfect,  if  not  wholly  valueless." 

Dr.  William  Scott,  of  Manchester,  writes  that  "  in  1849-50  dysen- 
tery, typhus  fever  and  scarlatina  prevailed  to  a  very  considerable 
extent,  and  the  mortality  was  much  increased.  During  the  past  year 
it  has  been  very  healthy.  A  few  sporadic  cases  of  contagious  disease 
have  occurred.  Four  cases  of  small-pox  were  brought  from  Hartford, 
all  of  which  recovered.  Vaccination  and  revaccination  were  resorted 
to  with  success,  the  disease  being  limited  to  the  imported  cases.  A 
few  cases  of  scarlatina' occurred  of  the  simple  or  anginose  variety." 

Dr.  R.  W.  Griswold,  of  Rocky  Hill,  states,  "  The  amount  of  sickness 
in  this  town  was  much  greater  than  for  the  two  previous  years,  but 
was  mostly  of  an  *  accidental '  character,  there  being  nothing  of  an 
epidemic  nature,  except  the  measles,  which  prevailed  in  the  winter 
of  1856-7. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  W.  BARROWS,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 

Dissertation  read  before  the  New  Haven   County  Medical   Society^ 

April  Btky  1858. 

BT   G.   A.   LIND8LBY,  H.  B.,  OF  NBW  HAVEN. 


Mr.  Prbsident  aio)  Gentlemen  : — Perhaps  our  profession  are 
not  called  to  contend  with  anj  other  disease,  so  formidable  in  its 
character,  respecting  which  the  best  authors  agree  so  exactly  in  the 
treatment.  With  scarcely  a  dissenting  voice  the  grand  chief  remedy 
is  venesection,^-copious  depletion,  almost  without  reservation. 

Dr.  F.  Churchill  says :  "  The  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  take 
away  blood  from  the  arm  or  temporal  artery  largely  ;  if  the  paroxysms 
continue,  this  may  be  repeated." 

Dr.  Copland,  in  his  Dictionary  of  Medicine,  in  the  article  on  Puer- 
peral Convulsions,  observes  :  "  Depletion  may  be  carried  further  in 
those  states  of  the  disease  which  assume  the  character  of  eclampsia, 
or  which  are  attended  by  great  fullness  about  the  head,  or  stertorous 
breathing,  than  in  almost  any  other  malady." 

Dr.  Cazeaux  remarks :  ^'  At  the  head  of  the  list  of  curative  means 
we  must  place  sanguineous  emissions,  which  have  been  resorted  to 
under  every  form.    To  these,  therefore,  we  must  first  have  recourse." 

In  like  manner,  Dr.  Rigby,  Dr.  Ramsbotham,  Dr.  Meigs, — in  fact 
almost  every  authority, — ^recommend  free  depletion.  The  inference 
naturally  drawn  from  this  fact  would  be  that  the  etiology  and  pathology 
must  be  as  well  understood,  and  the  lesions  of  the  disease  as 
uniform,  as  the  treatment  recommended.  An  inference,  however, 
that  would  be  far,  very  far  from  the  truth. 

Indeed,  the  utmost  confusion  prevails  among  these  same  authors 
concerning  everything  else  beside  the  treatment. 

To  illustrate,  I  give  some  quotations  in  reference  to  the  causes, 
from  several  contemporary  writers  who  will  be  recognized  as  authority. 
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Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham  sajs :  ''  The  most  usual  proximate  cause 
is  probably  pressure  on  the  brain ;  this  pressure  being  sometimes 
produced  by  the  rupture  of  a  bloodvessel,  sometimes  by  serous  exu- 
dation into  the  ventricles  or  between  the  membranes  ;  sometimes,  and 
by  far  the  most  frequently,  by  simple  congestion  of  the  cerebral  vessels 
themselves  :  as  to  the  remote  causes  the  subject  is  at  best  but  unsatis- 
factory and  little  understood." 

Dr.  Rigby  remarks  that :  "  The  exciting  cause  of  eclampsia  par- 
turientium  is  the  irritation  arising  from  the  presence  of  the  child  in 
the  uterus  or  passages,  or  from  a  state  of  irritation  thus  produced 
continuing  to  exist  after  labor.  The  predisposing  causes  are  general 
plethora ;  the  pressure  of  the  gravid  uterus  upon  the  abdominal  aorta ; 
the  contractions  of  that  organ  during  labor ;  constipation ;  deranged 
bowels ;  retention  of  urine ;  previous  injuries  of  the  head,  or  cerebral 
disease ;  and  much  mental  excitement." 

Dr.  F.  Churchill  declares:  "It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  state 
anything  very  definite  as  to  the  cause  of  puerperal  convulsions." 

Dr.  Locock  asserts  that:  "The  immediate  causes  of  puerperal 
convulsions  are  often  very  obscure.  They  appear  sometimes  to 
depend  on  a  loaded  state  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain ;  at  other  times 
the  brain  appears  to  be  influenced  by  distant  irritation,  either  in  the 
uterus,  or  in  the  digestive  organs  ;  and  again,  in  some  cases  puerperal 
convulsions  are  induced  by  a  peculiar  irritability  of  the  nervous 
system." 

Dr.  Collins  says:  "I  conceive  we  are  quite  ignorant  as  yet  of 
what  the  cause  may  be,  nor  could  I  ever  find  on  dissection  any  appear- 
ance to  enable  me  to  even  hazard  an  opinion  on  the  subject" 

I  might  exhaust  your  patience,  gentlemen,  with  quotations  fix>m  the 
most  eminent  obstetric  writers,  exhibiting  the  discrepancy  of  opinion 
and  doubt  that  exists  concerning  the  causes  of  this  dreadful  malady. 

Any  treatment  founded  upon  no  better  basis  than  the  guessings 
and  surmises  in  the  above  quotations  must  be  almost  or  altogether 
empirical. 

The  therapeutics  of  any  disease  is  philosophic  and  scientific  just  in 
proportion  as  it  is  the  result  of  well  understood  pathology  and  etiology. 

In  regard  to  puerperal  convulsions,  it  remained  for  the  masterly 
mind  of  Marshall  Hall,  the  discoverer  of  the  functions  of  the  spinal 
marrow,  to  give  the  key  to  the  solution  of  this  obscure  problem.  He 
has  demonstrated  by  repeated  vivisections,  which  other  observers  have 
confirmed  by  the  severest  tests,  that  lesions  of  the  encephalon  induce 
paralysis  ordy:  whilst  lesions  of  the  medulla  oblongata  or*  spinalis 
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induce  oonvnlsion  or  paraljsis  according  to  their  severity.  Hence  it 
follows  that  the  seat  of  convulsion  of  every  form  must  be  in  the 
spinal  column;  which  opinion  is  supported  by  the  experiments  of 
Magendie,  Schoeps,  Flourens,  Hertwig,  and  others. 

An  interesting  experiment  performed  upon  a  dog  by  Dr.  Marshall 
Hall,  proved  that  irritation  of  the  brain  produced  no  effect,  while 
pinching  the  dura  mater  lining  the  cranium,  to  which  are  distributed 
branches  of  the  fifth,  excited  convulsions ;  so  that  the  brain  is  actually 
inexcitor  of  spinal  action,  while  the  meninges  are  strongly  exciter. 
The  brain,  therefore,  has  neither  nerves  of  common  sensation  nor  of 
excito-motion,  although  it  is  the  sensorium  commune.  Pathology 
too  gives  support  to  the  same  idea,  for  we  know  that  a  tumor  may 
exist  in  the  brain  without  causing  any  cerebral  or  spinal  symptoms, 
while  a  spicula  of  bone  on  the  interior  of  the  skull  may  occasion 
epilepsy.  If  the  tumor  does  cause  convulsion,  it  is  by  extension  of 
irritation  to  the  membranes,  or  by  pressure  on  the  medulla  oblongata. 

From  such  facts  as  these,  and  many  others,  the  inference  is  con- 
clusive that  the  nervous  system  is  to  be  considered  both  physiologically 
and  pathologically  as  two  essentially  distinct  and  separate  organs, 
named  by  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  the  cerebral  system  and  the  excito- 
motor  system.  The  last,  with  which  we  have  more  particularly  to 
do,  comprises  the  medulla  spinalis  and  oblongata,  with  the  corpora 
quadrigemina,  forming  together  one  distinct  organ.  Of  this,  Dr.  M. 
Hall  makes  the  following  very  comprehensive  remark :  '^  I  believe 
that  the  whole  order  of  spasmodic  and  convulsive  diseases  belongs  to 
this,  the  excito-motory  division  of  the  nervous  system,  and  that  they 
can  not  be  understood  without  a  previous  accurate  knowledge  of  this 
system." 

But  the  authors  above  quoted  agree,  so  far  as  they  agree  at  all,  in 
locating  the  disease  in  just  the  other  division,  the  cerebral  system,  the 
brain.  Forasmuch,  however,  as  neither  physiology  nor  accurate 
observation  in  pathology  will  sustain  their  theory,  we  must  abandon 
it,  or  rather  discover,  if  possible,  the  true  relation  of  the  cerebral 
symptoms  to  the  disease. 

If  it  is  the  fact,  as  authors  assert,  that  cerebral  congestion  is  the 
cause  of  the  attack,  at  what  period  of  the  labor  ought  we  most  confi- 
dently to  expect  the  seizure  ?  Most  assuredly,  and  for  every  reason, 
when  the  congestion  is  the  greatest, — that  is,  in  the  second  stage  of 
labor,  when  the  violent  contraction  of  the  uterus  expels  the  blood  from 
its  parietes  into  the  rest  of  the  system ;  when  the  powerful  exertion  of 
the  voluntary  muscles  pours  out  a  still  larger  quantity  of  blood  into 
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the  arteries  and  yeins ;  when  the  head  of  the  foetus  in  the  vagina  has 
excited  the  reflex  action  of  the  expiratory  muscles,  causing  with 
every  pain,  partial  or  entire  closure  of  the  glottis,  interfering  with  the 
proper  oxygenation  of  the  blood  in  the  lungs,  obstructing  its  return 
from  the  head,  and  often  distending  the  veins  of  the  head  and  neck 
until  partial  asphyxia  occurs.  Surely,  if  simple  congestion  can  pro- 
duce convulsion,  it  is  at  such  a  time  we  should  expect  it.  But  such 
is  not  always  the  fact.  The  patient  is  often  seized  even  before  labor 
has  commenced,  or  in  the  first  stage  when  the  circulation  is  undis- 
turbed, and  there  is  as  yet  no  excessive  cerebral  vascularity;  and 
again,  she  may  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  the  second  stage  unharmed, 
and  be  seized  with  the  fits  after  the  labor  is  concluded. 

Does  not  this  fact  alone  sufficiently  refute  the  generally  received 
opinion  that  congestion  of  the  brain  is  the  chief  cause  ? 

If  congestion  of  the  brain  is  the  principal  agent  in  the  production  of 
eclampsia,  how  can  we  explain  this  undisputed  fact,  that  eclampsia 
occurs  both  before  and  after  the  most  enormous  congestion  of  that 
organ  as  frequently  as  during  such  congestion  ?  Because  engorge- 
ment of  the  vessels  of  the  head  is  a  constant  symptom  of  the  fit,  it  is 
not  proof  that  it  is  the  cause  of  the  fit  Because  after  death  ftom  con- 
vulsion, sanguineous  and  serous  efiusion  into  the  ventricles  and 
between  the  membranes  is  found,  it  is  not  proof  that  such  efiusion  was 
the  cause  of  the  convulsion.  It  is  much  more  probable  that  both  the 
engorgement  and  the  efiusion  are  in  most  cases  results,-^H»nsequences 
of  the  disease, — ^and  not  the  cause.  Looking  from  another  point  of 
view,  congestion  of  the  brain  is  precisely  what  might  be  anticipated 
as  an  efiect  of  the  fit.  During  the  attack  almost  every  condition 
exists  that  would  of  the  most  inevitable  necessity  produce  distension 
of  the  cerebral  vessels  and  efiusion.  The  fact  is,  gentlemen,  observers 
have  been  looking  through  the  wrong  end  of  the  glass ;  they  have 
seen  every  object  distinctly,  but  they  have  misinterpreted  them. 

In  stating  the  case  thus  strongly,  however,  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
understood  as  saying  that  congestion  and  efinsion  are  never  the  cause 
of  convulsion  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  believe  that  sometimes  they  are  the 
cause.  Now  to  illustrate  exactly  my  idea  I  will  suppose  two  instan- 
ces. If  during  the  fierce  exertions  of  the  propulsive  stage  of  labor, 
rupture  of  a  blood-vessel  occurs,  producing  by  the  efiusion  counter- 
pressure  upon  the  medulla  oblongata,  and  as  a  consequence  convul- 
sions, the  cause  must  undoubtedly  be  ascribed  to  the  efiusion.  But  if 
the  patient  is  thrown  into  convulsion  by  irritation  of  the  os  uteri,  and 
during  the  fit,  rupture  of  a  blood-vessel  occurs  with  efiusion  into  the 
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brain,  although  after  death  precisely  the  same  amount  of  coagula  is 
found,  and  even  in  the  same  locality,  the  diagnosis  of  the  two  cases  is 
vastly  different.  In  the  first  case  the  coagula  must  be  considered  the 
cause,  in  the  second  only  the  effect,  of  the  disease.  I  find  a  case  in 
my  note-book  interesting  in  this  connection,  as  illustrating  some  of 
the  above  remarks.     It  is  as  follows : 

August  12th,  1855, 1  was  called  early  in  the  morning  to  see  Mrs.  S., 
forty  years  of  age,  about  to  be  confined  with  her  tenth  child.  Her  trav- 
ail was  tedious  during  the  day,  but  in  the  evening  the  pains  became 
more  energetic,  and  about  nine  o'clock  P.  M.  she  was  delivered  of  a 
healthy  child,  attended  with  considerable  though  not  excessive  hem- 
orrhage. Nothing  unusual  occurred  for  more  than  a  week,  excepting 
a  headache,  which  she  said  she  had  suffered  during  the  last  twelve 
months.  As  she  said  that  her  former  attendants  had  told  her  it  was 
neuralgic,  and  as  it  was  not  unusually  severe,  I  did  not  investigate  it 
nor  prescribe  especially  for  it.  Her  lochia  continued  about  ten  days  in 
normal  quantity  and  color.  Her  milk  began  to  be  secreted  on  the  third 
day,  but  not  so  abundant  as  usual,  and  gradually  diminished.  On  the 
22d,  ten  days  after  confinement,  her  family  congratulated  themselves  on 
her  improvement  because  she  slept  quietly  and  did  not  complain  of  head- 
ache ;  but  in  the  evening  they  became  alarmed,  because  they  discovered 
she  could  talk  only  with  difficulty,  iind  that  her  right  arm  was  partially 
paralyzed.  I  was  immediately  called,  and  found  her  with  almost  com- 
plete facial  palsy  upon  the  right  side,  and  scarcely  able  to  raise  the 
right  hand  to  her  face;  her  leg  was  not  as  yet  affected.  Her  speech 
was  imperfect,  but  her  mind  was  clear.  These  symptoms  increased, 
attended  with  slight  convulsive  action  gradually  growing  more  violent, 
until  the  next  day  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  when  she  died. 

Post  Mart.,  twenty-four  hours  after  death,  thorax  and  abdomen 
entirely  normal.  Calvarium  was  very  thick  ;  on  removing  it  found 
considerable  serum  ;  blood-vessels  all  filled  with  blood.  Upon  laying 
open  the  cerebrum  upon  the  lefl  side,  found  a  coagulum  of  blood  near 
the  centre  as  large  as  a  goose  egg.  The  structure  of  the  brain  was 
softened  all  about  it  for  more  than  half  an  inch.  There  was  evidence 
that  the  coagulum  had  existed  a  considerable  length  of  time ;  in  all  prob- 
ability had  been  there  prior  to  her  confinement.  It  is  rare  indeed  that 
we  meet  with  an  instance  in  which  a  protracted  and  tedious  labor  is 
combined  with  such  extensive  lesion  of  the  brain, — neither  condition 
appearing  to  have  any  relation  to  the  other.  It  is  very  instructive, 
too,  illustrating  fully  the  fact  that  so  long  as  the  disease  is  confined  to 
the  brain,  convulsion  can  not  be  a  consequence,  even  though  attended 
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by  the  exciting  cause  of  severe  labor.  It  ia  of  interest,  too,  in  regard* 
to  the  teachings  of  the  old  authors.  According  to  them,  here  was 
eveiy  condition  fulfilled  requisite  for  the  development  of  puerperal 
convulsions.  But  instead,  she  suffered  a  severe  and  protracted  labor 
without  anj  symptoms  of  them.  On  the  contrary,  the  first  indication 
of  disease  of  the  nervous  system  was  paralysis,  the  legitimate  effect  of 
disease  of  the  brain.  And  not  until  the  increase  of  the  cranial  con- 
tents produced  counter  pressure  upon  the  upper  portion  of  the  inter- 
vertebral system  did  convulsions  occur. 

Seeing,  then,  the  error  of  locating  the  disease  in  the  brain,  and 
adopting  the  theory  of  Marshall  Hall  that  the  excito-motory  division 
of  the  nervous  system  is  the  true  and  only  centre  of  convulsive  action, 
it  follows  that  the  causes  must  be  such  as  act  immediately  upon  that 
central  organ,  or  such  as  are  transmitted  to  it  from  the  extremities  of 
the  excito-motor  nerves.  The  first  class  he  denominates  the  centric 
causes,  the  other  the  eccentric. 

Among  the  centric  causes,  or  those  which  act  directly  upon  the 
spinal  marrow,  may  be  mentioned,  alteration  in  the  quantity,  or  in 
the  quality  of  the  blood.  And  there  is  also  good  reason  for  supposing 
that  sudden  emotion  is  direct  in  its  infiuence  upon  the  spinal  centre, 
although  the  anatomical  mechanism  of  its  operation  is  as  yet  wholly 
inexplicable. 

That  an  excessive  quantity  of  blood  in  the  vessels  of  the  spinal 
column  is  a  powerful  excitant  of  that  organ,  scarcely  admits  of  doubt. 
The  pathological  effect  of  active  congestion  is  almost  always  stimu- 
lant, and  the  full  distension  of  the  vessels,  whether  producing  rupture 
or  not,  would  create  pressure,  which  incontestible  experiment  has 
proved  to  be  an  infallible  excitant  of  spinal  action.  In  like  manner, 
congestion  or  extravasation  within  the  cranium,  by  filling  a  portion  of 
the  space  within  this  unyielding  bony  cavity,  creates  a  counter  pres- 
sure upon  the  medulla  oblongata  and  the  superior  extremity  of  the 
intervertebral  column,  and  again  we  have  convulsion,  the  active 
symptom  of  spinal  irritation.  So,  too,  the  growth  of  a  tumor,  or  any 
disease  capable  of  producing  internal  pressure  within  the  bram,  would 
cause  the  same  result  If,  then,  plethora  is  a  spinal  irritant,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  opposite  condition,  spinal  anasmia,  is  an  equally  power- 
ful irritant.  We  see  constant  illustrations  of  this  in  deaths  from 
hemorrhage,  which  are  generally  attended  by  convulsions  ;  and  animals 
bled  to  death  either  in  experiments  or  at  the  shambles  always  have 
convulsions.  It  appears,  then,  that  any  great  alteration  in  the  quantity 
of  the  blood,  whether  it  be  an  excess  or  deficiency,  is  a  cause  of 
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conyulsion.  This  is  a  significant  fact  in  reference  to  treatment. 
Recent  and  more  accurate  observation  goes  to  show  that  a  change  in 
the  quality  of  the  blood  is  an  important  element  in  the  etiology  of  this 
disease. 

Pregnancy,  in  its  progress  bringing  into  action  new  functions,  and 
affecting  temporarily  the  whole  economy  of  the  system,  creates  in 
general  a  tendency  to  an  altered  condition  of  the  vital  fluid  in  the 
relative  proportion  of  its  elements.  This  alteration  consists  essentially 
in  a  diminution  of  the  solid  constituents.  Sometimes  the  corpuscles 
are  diminished,  producing  chlorosis  and  its  attendant  train;  some- 
times the  albumen  is  eliminated  :  indeed,  this  latter  change  is  so  con- 
stantly true  of  the  pregnant  woman  that  it  may  almost  be  considered 
the  physiological  condition.  Now  if  to  this  tendency  are  added  the 
prostrating  influences  of  deficient  nutrition,  destitution,  cold  and  damp- 
ness, combined  with  the  depressing  passions,  this  seemingly  physio- 
logical state  passes  readily  and  gradually  into  the  pathological,  and 
there  is  established  the  incipient  stage  of  that  disease  which  in  its  full 
development  is  granular  nephritis,  or  Bright's  disease.  The  vigilance 
of  modem  researches  has  detected  what  escaped  the  notice  of  the 
older  pathologists,  that  in  almost  every  case  of  true  eclampsia,  the 
blood  is  found  deficient  in  albumen,  while  the  urine  is  highly  charged 
with  it 

^  The  presence  of  albumen  in  the  urine  of  eclamptic  women,"  says 
Cazeaux,  ^<  is  a  very  remarkable  coincidence,  which  is  at  present  well 
determined  by  the  observations  of  many  physicians  ;  and  it  evidently 
seems  to  be  the  dominant  fact  in  the  etiology  of  puerperal  convul- 
sions." Albuminurea  being  so  constant  in  cases  of  eclampsia,  the 
inference  is  irresistible  that  there  is  a  relation  more  or  less  intimate  of 
cause  and  effect  between  the  two  facts.  For  since  attention  has  been 
fixed  upon  this  point,  convulsions  have  occurred  in  those  only  who 
have  been  affected  with  albuminurea.  The  exceptional  cases  are 
rare,  if  any. 

It  is  an  old  remark  that  oedema  of  the  face  and  neck  is  a  frequent 
premonitory  sign  of  the  attack ;  and  it  is  now  a  well  established  fact 
that  this  general  oedema  of  the  upper  extremities  is  almost  always 
connected  with  an  alteration  of  the  urinary  secretion,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  constant  symptoms  of  albuminurea. 

Nor  is  the  hypothesis,  that  the  diminution  of  albumen  in  the  blood 
and  albuminurea  are  necessary  conditions  of  eclampsia,  at  all  incon- 
sistent with  the  fact  that  seven-eighths  of  the  cases  of  eclampsia  have 
occurred  in  primiparous  women.    Because,  in  first  pregnancies,  the 
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greater  resistance  of  the  abdominal  parietes  causes  the  uterus  to  be 
more  strongly  applied  to  the  posterior  walls  of  the  abdomen,  com- 
pressing the  venal  vein,  causing  congestion  of  the  kidneys,  obstmcting 
the  venous  circulation  and  forming  a  mechanical  obstacle  to  the  r^- 
lar  fulfillment  of  the  functions  of  the  neighboring  organs,  and  thus 
bringing  about  the  verj  organic  conditions  most  ^eivorable  to  the  pro- 
duction of  albuminurea.  So,  also,  women  afiecled  with  rachitis  are 
more  liable  to  convulsions,  because  of  their  deformity  and  the  limited 
space  within  the  pelvis.  The  necessary  compression  that  attends  the 
development  of  the  uterus  disposes  to  the  same  result.  Hence  it 
would  appear  from  constant  concurrence  of  albuminurea  and  eclamp- 
sia, that  the  altered  state  of  the  blood  (which  is  a  necessary  conse- 
quence of  long  continued  albuminurea)  is  a  direct  irritant  of  the 
spinal  axis,  or,  if  not  the  sole  excitant  of  the  spasm,  renders  that 
organ  more  susceptible  to  the  influences  which  reach  it  from  other 
sources. 

It  is  not  the  design  of  this  paper  to  enter  into  all  the  minor  caoses 
which  act  directly  upon  the  central  organ,  and  we  will  pass  at  once 
to  the  consideration  of  the  more  important  remedies  indicated  in  the 
removal  of  the  causes  mentioned. 

First  on  the  list,  after  the  example  of  all  writers,  I  will  speak  of 
blood-letting.  Blood-letting  is  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  most 
urgently  indicated,  not  only  to  relieve  the  blood-vessels  of  the  brain, 
which  would  seem  to  be  the  chief  reason  urged  by  authors  above 
quoted,  but  also  and  especially  because  of  its  sedative  action  on  the 
spinal  system,  which  is  the  true  seat  of  puerperal  convulsion.  I  say 
the  majority  of  cases,  because  there  is  almost  always  great  vascular 
fullness,  a  plethoric  condition  of  the  system,  and  it  is  in  this  condition 
that  blood-letting  is  the  most  positive  and  decided  sedative  of  spinal 
action  that  we  possess.  And  this  is  a  point  which  should  be  most 
distinctly  understood,  that  blood-letting  acts  in  two  ways,  one  curative 
in  its  effects  on  the  spinal  colunm,  the  other  preservative  in  relation 

to  the  brain. 

In  fullness  of  the  vascular  system,  then,  blood-letting  beside  dimin- 
ishing the  impressibility  of  the  central  organ  by  rendering  it  less  sus- 
ceptible to  incident  irritation,  relieves  also  the  surcharged  condition 
of  the  cerebral  vessels,  obviates  partially  the  immense  pressure  to 
which  those  vessels  are  subjected  during  the  fits,  diminishes  the 
danger  of  rupture  and  effusion,  and  removes  the  counter  pressure  upon 
the  medulla  oblongata.  It  is  because  of  these  prompt  and  marked 
effects  that  the  remedy  has  been  so  uniformly  recommended  and 
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practiced  in  aU  cases.  But  while  it  is  oflen  a  sufficient  remedy  for 
simple  convulsions,  depending  on  a  turgid  state  of  the  circulation, 
great  discrimination  and  careful  judgment  are  requisite,  not  only  in 
limiting  it  within  safe  bounds,  and  in  detecting  indications  for  other 
treatment,  but  also  for  determining  whether  in  some  cases  it  wiU  not 
be  injurious  instead  of  curative.  If  blood-letting  is  indicated  for  the 
reasons  which  have  been  mentioned,  it  is  perfectly  evident  that  it  is 
contra-indicated,  and  would  prove  extremely  dangerous,  in  cases  where 
those  reasons  do  not  exist ;  that  is,  in  delicate  anaemic  women, 
copious  depletion  would  be  an  additional  cause  of  convulsion,  because, 
as  has  been  shown,  deficiency  of  blood  is  an  irritant  of  spinal  action. 
It  is,  however,  too  much  the  fact  that  the  constant  teaching  of  the 
books,  combined  with  the  absence  of  positive  knowledge  of  the  true 
seat  and  etiology  of  the  disease,  has  led  to  the  blind  and  indiscrimi- 
nate routine  of  bleeding  every  poor  patient  perchance  to, — I  had 
almost  said  to  death, — or  perchance  to  life,  as  chance  alone  decides^ 
the  chief  guide  of  practice  being  the  continuation  or  cessation  of  the  fits. 

Says  Dr.  Meigs :  ''  If  I  were  treating  a  woman  in  labor  seized 
with  the  true  puerperal  convulsion  I  should  certainly  bleed  her,  pro- 
vided the  convulsion  did  not  cease  before  I  could  effect  my  purpose, 
and  should  I  in  such  case  open  the  vein,  I  should  surely  allow  the 
stream  to  flow  as  long  as  any  convulsive  innervations  were  left 
unquelled.  Provided  they  should  return  again,  I  should  bleed  her  a 
second  time,  and  allow  the  blood  to  flow  until  the  spasmodic  and 
convulsive  phenomena  should  have  again  disappeared." 

Even  so  judicious  a  practitioner  as  Dr.  Bobert  Gooch  declares  that 
^  bleeding  is  our  sheet-anchor  in  whatever  class  of  patients  the  disease 
may  occur ;  and  that  he  never  had  a  patient  die  of  the  disease  where 
bleeding  had  been  boldly  employed." 

Bleed  is  the  rule,  absolute  and  imperative, — bleed, — ^bleed, — ^no 
matter  what  the  condition  of  the  patient.  No  effort  is  directed  to 
discover  any  cause  of  spinal  irritation,  which  should  be  removed ; 
the  patient  has  fits ;  therefore  bleed  her.  No  matter  if  the  stomach 
is  loaded  with  indigestible  food,  or  the  bowels  with  hardened  fasces. 
No  matter  if  the  bladder  is  distended  to  bursting.  No  matter  what 
the  state  of  the  uterus,  or  what  the  condition  of  the  vascular  system, 
the  rule  is  still  arbitrary, — ^bleed  boldly  and  fearlessly.  Now  this  is  rank 
and  rash  empiricism,  and  in  the  present  state  of  physiological  knowl- 
edge, inexcusable.  And  yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  many  prac- 
titioners, influenced  by  the  teachings  of  the  books,  have  carried 
depletion  to  a  fatal  excess,  and  even  practiced  it  when  it  ought  to  have 
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been  altogether  avoided.  It  can  not  be  questioned  that  if  carried 
beyond  proper  limits,  blood-letting  is  itself  a  cause  of  conyulsions. 
Dr.  Marshall  Hall  says,  convulsion  from  loss  of  blood  constitutes  one 
species  of  puerperal  convulsion,  and  should  be  accurately  distinguished 
from  other  forms  of  this  aSectiony  arising  from  intestinal  or  uterine 
irritation,  and  an  immediate  disease  of  the  head.  (On  Blood-letdng, 
p.  17.) 

It  would  appear,  then,  that  after  the  circulation  is  reduced,  either  by 
proper  depletion  or  from  other  causes,  to  somewhat  below  par,  blood- 
letting acts  no  longer  as  a  sedative,  but  becomes  itself  a  most  certain 
irritant  of  the  spinal  system.  The  carUtmumce  of  convulsions, 
therefore,  is  not  a  reliable  indication  for  further  bleeding;  but  the 
state  of  the  circulation  in  the  interval  of  the  fits,  is  the  only  proper 
criterion,  regard  being  had  to  the  different  effects  of  an  engorged  and 
an  empty  state  of  the  spinal  vessels. 

The  dilatation  of  the  glottis,  by  exciting  an  inspiration,  although 
apparently  trivial,  is  of  no  mean  importance  in  its  effect.  Dr.  M. 
Hall  thinks  that  in  all  cases  of  true  convulsion  the  glottis  is 
wholly  or  partially  closed,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  increase  both  the 
cerebral  and  spinal  congestion.  There  are  several  cases  recorded 
where  this  simple  expedient  has  prevented  the  convulsions.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  sudden  shock  of  a  dash  of  cold  water  in  the  face,  by 
its  reflex  action  upon  the  respiratory  muscles  will  cause  an  involun- 
tary inspiration,  thus  openmg  the  glottis  and  relieving  congestion. 
Denman  gives  the  history  of  a  lady,  whose  every  pain  was  attended 
by  a  convulsion ;  but,  by  sprinkling  the  face  with  cold  water  at  the 
beginning  of  each  contraction,  he  prevented  the  convulsions  during 
the  rest  of  the  labor.  So  simple  a  remedy  can  do  no  harm,  and  even 
if  it  does  not  prevent  a  convulsion  it  takes  off  a  great  amount  of  vas- 
cular pressure  from  the  nervous  centres,  and  lessens  the  amount  of 
venous  blood  in  the  system  every  time  it  uncloses  the  glottis. 

Among  other  remedies  which  are  directly  sedative  to  the  nervous 
centres,  an  important  one  is  the  application  of  cold.  When  applied 
in  a  continued  stream  to  the  head,  it  lessens  the  distended  state  of 
the  cerebral  circulation,  and  relieves  the  counter  pressure  upon  the 
inter-cranial  portion  of  the  spinal  system.  In  the  form  of  the  douche 
it  would  tend  to  excite  an  inspiration  and  thus  dilate  the  glottis. 
When  applied  along  the  spine  it  should  be  continuous,  because  the 
intermittent  application  excites  instead  of  allays  spinal  action. 

Of  the  narcotics,  I  shall  only  speak  of  opium.  This  drug  has  been 
more  used  than  any  other  medicament,  and  yet  authors  exhibit  the 
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greatest  discrepancy  of  opmion  as  to  the  effect  of  it    The  point  of 
most  importance  in  this  connection  is,  if  it  be  an  irritant  or  a  sedative 
of  the  excito-motory  division  of  the  nervous  system.    The  heroic 
doses  that  have  been  given  time  and  again  in  tetanus  and  hydropho- 
bia, the  purest  forms  of  morbid  spinal  action,  without  in  the  least 
degree  allaying  spasm,  would  seem  to  prove  that  it  is  not  a  sedative  of 
that  portion  of  the  nervous  system.    And  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  it  is  generally  a  direct  irritant.    In  poisoning  by  opium,  especially 
children,  convulsions  occur  as  one  of  its  most  common  toxicological 
effects.    In  amphibious  animalfl  it  is  a  powerful  spinal  stimulant. 
When  they  are  narcotized  the  slightest  irritation  of  the  surface  pro- 
duces universal  convulsions,  showing  that  narcotism  exalts  the  exdto- 
motor  system  to  the  most  intense  degree.    Although  it  is  evident  that 
these  effects  are  not  so  marked  in  man.     Dr.  Tyler  Smith  has  written 
so  well  and  dearly  on  this  pointy  that  I  shall  be  excused  for  using  his 
words.    He  says :  '*  Some  striking  distinctions  must  be  made  respect- 
ing the  administration  of  opium  under  different  circumstances,  particu- 
larly in  puerperal  convulsions.    If  a  dose  of  opium  be  given  in  this 
disease  in  a  full  state  of  the  circulation,  before  bleeding,  there  is  an 
aggravation  of  the  disorder ;  while  if  it  be  in  puerperal  convulsions  in 
an  anoemic  subject,  or  after  excessive  depletion,  it  is  of  great  ser- 
vice.   If  in  a  case  of  convulsions,  opium  be  given  at  the  commence- 
ment, it  is  dangerous  in  its  effects ;  but  the  same  medicine  is  frequently 
valuable  in  the  advanced  stage  of  the  same  case  when  the  vascular 
system  has  been  powerfully  depleted.    Thus  it  would  appear  evident 
that  in  convulsions  with  a  full  state  of  the  circulation,  opium  is  a 
stimulant  of  the  spinal  marrow,  while  in  convulsions  with  anasmia  it 
is  distinctly  sedative.    It  is  certainly  an  important  point  in  practice 
that  the  effects  of  opium  in  puerperal  convulsions  depend  on  the  state 
of  the  circulation ;  that  in  plethora  or  inflammatory  conditions  it  is 
always  dangerous,  while  in  ansmia  and  debility  it  may  always  be 
used  beneficially.'^ 

My  paper  has  already  reached  such  a  length  that  I  will  pass  over 
other  remedial  agents,  acting  upon  the  central  organ,  to  remove 
centric  causes,  and  briefly  allude  to  the  eccentric  causes  of  the  disease 
and  the  remedial  indications  connected  with  them.  These  causes  are 
such  as  to  take  effect  upon  the  peripheral  extremities  of  the  incident 
excitor  nerves,  and  of  course  relate  to  organs  at  a  distance  from  the 
nervous  centres, — such  as  the  stomach,  the  rectum,  the  bladder,  the 
uterus  and  the  vagina.  The  irritation  in  these  cases  being  transmit- 
ted to  the  central  organ,  and  causing  convulsion  by  reflex  action. 

11 
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Numeroas  instances  attest  the  fact  that  large  accumulations  in  the 
stomach  or  intestines,  whether  of  food,  or  feces,  or  worms,  or  foreign 
bodies,  excite  the  disease  in  this  way.  The  removal  of  thase  offend- 
ing substances  is  obviously  demanded  where  thej  are  known  to  exist* 
But  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  accomplished  is  important. 
There  can  be  but  little  difference  between  irritant  drugs  and  irritant 
feces,  and  jet  the  most  drastic  purgatives  are  unceremoniously 
exhibited,  which  too  often  is  only  to  change  one  cause  of  irritation  for 
another.  The  prolonged  effect  of  powerful  cathartics  upon  the  sur- 
face of  the  intestines  already  irritated  to  the  highest  intensity,  must 
be  any  thing  but  favorable.  It  is  but  fair  to  presume  that  copious 
injections  of  simple  water,  would  be  quite  as  effectual  and  vastly 
safer,  inasmuch  as  they  are  more  rapid  in  their  effect  and  do  not 
remain  to  fret  the  bowels  after  their  mission  is  accomplished.  Their 
action  might  be  assisted  if  necessary  by  the  addition  of  castor  oil  or 
turpentine.  If  indigestible  food,  or  an  overloaded  stomach  excite  the 
fits,  an  emetic  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc  should  be  administered.  If  the 
subject  however  is  plethoric,  venesection  should  precede  the  emetic, 
on  account  of  the  increased  distension  of  the  cerebral  vessels  in  the 
effort  of  vomiting. 

Mr.  Vines  mentions  a  case  of  convulsions  which  after  resisting  for 
two  days  all  the  usual  remedies,  including  delivery,  ceased  inunedi- 
ately  upon  withdrawing  from  the  bladder  five  and  a  half  pints  of 
turbid  and  highly  ammoniacal  urine.  This  case  shows  the  necessity 
of  attention  to  that  organ.  But  it  is  in  the  uterus  and  uterine  passa- 
ges that  reflex  irritation  acts  most  energetically  and  with  the  greatest 
intensity.  The  discussion  of  this  particular  branch  of  the  subject  is 
sufiicient  of  itself  for  a  lengthy  dissertation.  The  various  questions 
of  treatment  which  arise  in  different  conditions  of  that  viscus  and  its 
contents,  relating  to  delivery,  and  the  preferable  methods  of  it,  are 
deeply  interesting,  but  the  limits  of  this  paper  will  not  permit  me  to 
enter  upon  them.  I  will  content  myself  with  giving  a  general  princi- 
ple, in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  assisting  delivery,  based  upon  the 
theory  of  reflex  action.  The  rule  is  this :  if  the  condition  of  the  mother 
is  perilous,  and  the  continuance  of  the  child  in  the  uterus  or  passages  is 
productive  of  more  irritation  than  would  be  occasioned  by  manual  or 
instrumental  interference,  then  artificial  delivery  should  be  resorted  to. 
I  am  aware  that  this  rule  is  indefinite  because  the  conditions  upon 
which  it  rests  are  only  approximations.  The  amount  of  irritation  in 
either  case  not  being  constant  quantities,  an  accurate  comparison  can 
not  be  made.    Nor  is  it  possible  to  lay  down  a  definite  rule  applicable 
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to  all  cases,  the  peculuM*itie8  of  each  case  being  such  that  no  one  rule 
can  cover  them. 

Of  the  prophylactic  treatment  of  this  disease,  gentlemen,  I  have 
made  no  mention.  It  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  there  is  some 
alteration  of  the  general  economy,  which  predisposes  the  puerperal 
patient  to  eclampsia,  and  without  which  the  various  exciting  causes 
which  I  have  named  would  fail  of  that  result  But  the  pathology  of 
this  stage  of  the  disease  is  so  barren  of  facts  that  little  that  is  definite 
and  positive  can  be  said  about  it.  If  the  constant  investigations  which 
are  illuminating  this  department  of  the  subject  should  confirm  the 
theory  respecting  albuminurea,  it  may  possibly  lead  to  the  discovery 
of  some  treatment  which  in  that  early  stage  may  be  more  successful 
than  it  has  proved  in  other  conditions  of  albuminurea.  It  would 
be  a  boon  indeed  to  obstetrical  science,  if  a  disease  so  terrible  and 
disastrous  could  be  detected  in  its  approaches  in  time  for  prophy- 
lactic measures  to  be  used  with  certainty. 

If,  gentlemen,  in  the  cursory  review  of  this  subject,  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  arousing  afresh  your  interest,  and  stimulated  you  to  seek 
from  better  sources  more  light  upon  it,  I  have  done  all  I  aimed  to  do ; 
and  have  thereby  perhaps  contributed  my  mite  to  the  cause  of 
humanity,  by  putting  you  in  the  way  of  better  preparation  to  contend 
with  this  formidable  enemy  which  commits  its  ravages  only  upon  the 

fairest  of  creation. 

C.  A.  LINDSLEY. 
New  Haven,  May,  1858. 
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To  inBtructy  or  to  interest  should  be  the  aim  of  an  Essay  presented 
to  this  Society.  The  former  is  not  within  the  province,  nor  often  the 
ability,  of  a  Junior  in  the  Profession  ;  the  latter  is  the  more  appro- 
priate object  of  his  endeavor.  With  this  view,  I  have  selected  a 
topic  of  but  little  practical  value,  and  yet  one,  I  conceive,  of  unusual 
interest  to  alL  I  propose  to  lay  before  you,  briefly,  the  Development 
of  the  Human  Embryo.* 

Omne  vivum  ex  ovo — ^that  every  living  thing  comes  from  an  egg  is 
a  maxim  of  Physiology  now  universally  received.  Where  do  we 
find  the  egg  to  which  Man  may  trace  his  origin  ? 

Down  within  the  ovary  of  a  human  female  is  an  almost  impercep« 
tible  cyst  It  has  lain  there  in  quiet,  perhaps  for  years.  But  the 
vital  force,  so  long  dormant,  at  last  arouses  it  to  action.  It  begins  to 
enlarge,  new  forms  appear  in  its  interior,  it  gradually  makes  its  way 
outward.  Beaching,  at  length,  the  surface  of  the  ovary,  the  cyst  bursts, 
and  its  contents  are  discharged.  A  minute  vesicle,  invisible  save  to 
the  microscope,  is  thus  set  free,  and  falls  into  the  embrace  of  the 
Fallopian  tube.  Carried  down  this  channel  by  peristaltic  and  ciliary 
action,  it  enters,  and  slowly  traversing  the  uterus,  is  finally,  with  the 
secretion  of  that  organ,  cast  out  and  lost— an  aborted  ovum. 

Another  month  rolls  by ;  another  cyst  matures,  is  ruptured,  and 
exudes  the  vesicle  it  enclosed.    More  fortunate  than  its  predecessor, 

*  In  submitting  this  paper  to  publication,  the  writer  desires  to  disclaim  any  pre- 
tension to  originality.  His  only  endearor  has  been  to  present  to  his  brethren  of 
the  County  Society,  a  simple,  concise,  and  at  the  same  time  intelligible  account  of 
the  more  prominent  points  of  Human  Embryology,  which  require,  for  their  com* 
prehension,  a  patient  study  of  details  in  the  larger  Physiological  Works. 
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this  vesicle,  ere  it  commences  its  joomej,  encounters  certain  speima- 
tozoa,  which  have  found  their  way  hither  after  recent  intercourse* 
From  these  ciliated  cells,  which  are  believed  to  pass  in  bodilj  form 
into  the  interior  of  the  ovum,  the  peculiar  element  of  the  male  is 
received,  and  thus  the  act  of  impregnation  is  mysteriously  consum- 
mated. The  ovum  is  now  complete,  the  egg  has  been  fecundated- 
Although  unchanged  in  outward  form,  there  has  been  implanted 
within  a  principle  of  progressive  life.  In  this  minute  vesicle  may  now 
be  found  the  germ  we  seek.  Henceforth,  under  favoring  circumstancess 
it  undergoes  a  development  of  surpassing  interest  and  importance ; 
from  which,  at  length,  there  emerges  upon  the  world,  a  being  of  that 
race  which  originally  was  created  in  the  image  of  its  Maker. 

Let  us  now  review  our  steps.  That  enlarging  cyst  within  the 
ovary  is  a  Graafian  follicle,  so  called,  attaining  when  ruptured  an 
average  diameter  of  the  sixth  of  an  inch.  It  consists  of  a  fibrous 
membrane,  enclosing  a  clear  yellowish  fluid.  At  maturity,  this 
envelope  is  lined  everywhere  on  its  interior  by  an  epithelial  layer  of 
cells.  About  the  point  nearest  the  surface  of  the  ovary,  where  the 
subsequent  rupture  occurs,  these  cells  are  accumulated  into  an  emi- 
nence looking  inward,  embedded  within  which  is  the  Ovum, 


(After  Ooste.)    Section  of  matuxe  Graafian  fdliole,  within  tiwae  of  the  ovazy,  ahowing  the 
OTom  embedded  in  epithelial  layer  of  cells. 

This  is  a  spherical  vesicle  1-120  inch  in  diameter,  with  a  transparent 
membranous  envelope  of  unusual  thickness.  The  opaque  yelk-mass, 
partly  fluid,  partly  granular  in  its  interior,  contains  a  nucleated  cell  known 
as  the  geminal  vesicle^  or  germ  cell,  which  is  present  in  the  ova  of  all 
animals,  and  is  the  portion  earliest  developed.  As  the  ovum  escapes 
from  the  Graafian  follicle,  it  carries  with  it  the  adherent  cells  forming 
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the  eminence,  which,  however,  are  soon  detached,  leaving  the  exte- 
rior round  and  smooth.  Upon  this  there  is  deposited,  during  ite 
passage  through  the  Fallopian  tube,  a  gelatinous  lajer  secreted  from 
the  inner  lining  of  that  canal,  and  overlying  this  there  is  formed  from 
the  same  source  a  fibrous  membrane,  the  Chorion.  A  deposit  of  car- 
bonate of  lime  upon  the  outer  layer  of  the  chorion,  forms  the  egg- 
shells of  birds.  But  in  mammals  the  chorion  acquires  a  shaggy  coat 
of  villous  projections,  through  which  nutriment  is  absorbed  untU  the 
completion  of  the  Placenta.* 

Arrived  at  the  uterus,  the  ovum  finds  extraordinary  preparations 
made  for  its  reception.  The  mucus  membrane  of  that  organ  is  greatly 
thickened,  its  tubular  glands  enlarged^  its  blood  vessels  increased.  To 
this  hypertrophied  mucus  membrane,  the  name  of  Deddua^  or  the 
deciduous  coat,  is  given,  because  it  is  shed  with  the  product  of  each 
conception,  being  renewed  shortly  after.  Into  this  spongy  bed  the 
ovum  falls,  and  the  luxuriant  Decidua,  apparently  receiving  a  new 
impulse  from  its  presence,  sprouts  up  around  and  finally  completely  en- 
velopes it ;  the  portion  thus  growing  over  it  being  known  as  the  Decidua 
Beflexa ;  while  that  remaining  between  the  ovum  and  the  muscular 
wall  of  the  uterus,  and  elsewhere  lining  its  interior,  is  styled  the 
Decidua  Vera.  With  the  increase  of  the  ovum,  the  Decidua  Beflexa 
is  carried  nearer  to  the  Decidua  Vera  of  the  opposite  uterine  surfaces, 
till,  about  the  dose  of  the  third  month,  the  two  come  in  contact  It 
should  be  remarked  that  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  Cervix  takes 
no  part  in  forming  the  Decidua,  although  its  follicles  enlarge  and 
secrete  the  mucous  plug  which  closes  the  Cervix  during  pregnancy. 

Having  now  deposited  the  egg  in  its  nest  for  a  nine  month's  incu- 
bation, let  us  give  our  attention  to  the  changes  that  are  already  trans- 
piring in  its  interior. 

That  germinal  veside,  the  germ  cell  constituting  the  nucleus  of  the 
ovum  has,  in  some  way  not  yet  understood,  disappeared.  In  its  stead, 
we  find  another,  called  an  embryo  ceHy  which  soon  divides  into  two 
cells ;  these  two,  by  a  similar  bisection,  become  four ;  these  four,  eight, 

*  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  jelk  of  the  bird's  egg,  beside  the  small 
portion  which  alone  is  formatiye,  is  mainly  composed  of  natriment,  stored  np  for 
the  embryonic  life  of  the  individual.  Indeed,  in  the  earliest  stages  of  the  orarian 
development  of  these  ova,  the  germinal  portion  is  temporarily  collected  within  a 
spherical  membrane,  (presenting  thns  an  analogue  of  the  Mammalian  ovum,) 
and  upon  this  the  nutritive  portion  is  superadded.  It  would  seem  then,  that  the 
Graafian  follicle  of  the  mammalian,  with  its  contents,  is  the  strict  analogue  of  the 
whole  ovarian  ovum  of  the  bird. 
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and  80  on,  tilli  b  j  a  repeated  subdiTision,  an  indefinite  nmnber  of  8och 
cells  have  been  produced.  At  the  same  time  a  like  process  of  dear- 
age  goes  on  in  the  jelk*  Each  of  the  newly  fonned  embryo  celk 
now  draws  about  it  a  segment  of  the  divided  yelk,  and  around  this  a 
membrane  forming,  we  have  thus  a  complete  cell  of  which  the  embryo 
cell  now  enclosed  becomes  the  nucleus.  This  process  goes  on  till  the 
bulk  of  the  ovum  has  been  resolyed  into  a  mass  of  such  cells.  These 
cells,  as  formed,  pass  forthwith  towards  the  exterior  of  the  ovum,  (a 
dear  yellowish  fluid  being  left  within,)  and  there  unite  to  form  a 
spherical  membrane,  called  the  germinal  membrane,* 

Observe  now  the  relation  of  parts*  Spinning  at  the  center,  the 
constituents  of  the  ovum  are,  first,  the  fluid  yelk,  directly  endosing 
which  is  this  germinal  membrane ;  exterior  to  which,  though  with  a 
slight  interval  caused  by  the  shrinking  of  the  consolidated  yelk,  is  the 
original  envelope  of  the  ovum;  then  comes  the  albuminous  envelope 
acquired  in  the  FaUopian  tube ;  and  outside  of  all,  the  shaggy  chorion. 

The  germinal  membrane  soon  divides  into  concentric  layers,  three 
in  number.  First,  the  exterior  or  $eraus  layer,  in  which  are  devel- 
oped the  bones,  the  musdes  and  nerves.  Second,  the  middle  or  vat- 
cular  layer,  in  which  the  blood  vessels  are  developed.  Third,  the 
innermost  or  mfueoue  layer,  in  which  is  devdoped  the  nutritive  appa^ 
ratus. 

Watdiing  the  course  of  embryonic  devdopment,  we  soon  learn  that 
a  primary  step  in  the  formation  of  any  structure  seems  to  be  a  thick- 
ening or  clustering  together  of  cells,  at  the  point  where  the  structure 
is  to  appear.  Accordingly,  we  find  in  the  germinal  membrane,  at 
one  portion,  a  dark,  roundish  spot,  extending  through  all  three  layers, 
which  is  caused  by  an  accumulation  of  opaque  cells.  This  thickened 
portion  is  denominated  area  germinativa^  the  germinal  area,  because 
within  it  the  first  appearance  of  the  genn  is  detected.  The  center  of 
this  dark  spot  soon  dears  up,  and  to  this  transparent  portion  is  given 
the  name  area  peUudda,  Outside  of  the  pellndd  area  a  circular 
margin  of  opadty  still  remaining  is  called  area  vaeculoea,  from  the 


*  The  segmentation  of  the  yelk  maj  be  otherwise,  perhaps  more  simply  explained 
without  the  intervention  of  the  first  mentioned  embryo  cell.  As  fit>m  parent  cells 
a  progeny  of  young  cells,  developed  in  their  interior,  are  brooght  forth,  so  the  ele- 
mentary granules,  within  the  germinal  reside,  developed  into  mature  ceUs,  may 
rupture  their  envelope  and  be  scattered  over  the  yelk.  And,  in  the  segmentation 
of  the  yelk  then  ensuing,  each  may  directly  become  a  nucleus  of  the  compoond 
cells  which  go  to  make  up  the  germinal  membrane. 


fact  that  here  the  first  blood  veBMls  originale,  within  the  middle  of  the 
three  layers  of  the  germinal  membrane. 

It  may  be  premised  that  the  embryo  ia  devebped  with  its  back  lo 
the  exterior  of  the  ovum,  ita  front  aspect  presenting  internally,  and 
we  may  perhaps  refer  to  these  relations,  before  that,  according  to  the 
use  of  the  term  in  the  outer  world,  the  youngster  can  properly  be  said 
to  have  a  backside. 


ia  >anoiiiid«d  bj  U»  mon 

The  first  appearance  of  the  embryo  is  in  the  center  of  the  area  pel- 
lucida,  within  the  external  layer  of  the  germinal  membrane.  It  con- 
sists of  two  straight,  parallel  elevations  or  thickenings  of  this  layer, 
called  the  dortal  lamina,  between  which  is  a  shallow  groove,  known  as 
the  primitive  trace.  The  dorsal  lamioEe,  by  a  continued  accumulation 
of  cells,  gradually  sprout,  as  it  were,  upward  for  a  little  way  from  the 
surface  of  the  germinal  membrane,  and  approaching  each  other, 
finally  unite  over  the  groove,  so  as  to  convert  it  into  a  tube.  Within 
this  tube  is  laid  the  brain  and  spinal  cord.  By  a  precisely  similar 
process  in  the  mucous  or  innermost  layer  of  the  germinal  membrane, 
thickening,  sprouting  out,  (in  this  case  towards  the  center  of  the 
ovum,)  and  arching  together,  a  simple  tube  is  in  like  manner  formed 
in  opposition  to  the  tube  just  described  in  the  serous  layer,  from  which 
it  is  separated  by  the  intervening  vascular  layer.  This  is  the  rudi- 
ment of  the  alimentary  canal.  The  dorsal  laminie,  (tbe  thickened 
portion  of  the  serous  layer,)  now  send  prolongaUons  inward,  in 
the  same  manner  as,  though  in  an  exactly  opposite  direction  to,  those 
before  sent  outward.  These  dipping  down  into  the  yelk,  puckering 
the  germinal  membrane  on  each  side  into  a  fissure  or  fold,  approach 
each  other  and  finally  unite  around  the  rudimentary  intestine  in  tbe 
central  line  of  tbe  front  of  the  body.  The  vascular  or  middle  layer, 
liom  its  position  beneath  the  serous,  is  carried  around  with  it  lo  the 
12 


line  of  junction,  asd  tt  is  through  this  lajer,  in  the  linea  alba,  that 
the  blood  vcesela  pass  out  temporarily  to  the  yelk,  and  afterward,  to 
the  Placenta. 

Look  now  at  this  rudiment  of  a  fetus, — two  closed,  nearly  straight 
tubes,  lying  one  above  the  other,  upon  the  exterior  of  the  yelk  sac  : 
the  outer,  the  spinal  canal,  formed  of  the  serous  layer  of  the  germi- 
nal membrane ;  the  inner,  the  alimentary  eanal,  formed  of  the  inter- 
nal or  mucouB  layer,  but  witli  an  investiture  of  the  vascular  and 
serauB  layers  embracing  it.  The  yelk,  by  the  junction  in  the  linea 
alba  of  the  two  inner  processes  of  the  dorsal  lamina  has  been  pinched 
off  from  the  hitherto  open  abdomen  of  the  germ.  To  this  yelk  sac, 
the  walls  of  which  are,  of  course,  the  germinal  membrane  originally 
investing  it,  the  name  of  umbiUeal  veticle  has  been  given.  It  gradu- 
ally disappears  as  its  contents  are  absori>ed  for  the  nutrition  of  the 
germ. 

But  we  have  now  to  record  still  another  fonnatton  from  the  serous 
layer, caused  by  the  same  process  of  elevatiouiuid  arching  to  a  jddc- 


This  layer  rises  up  in  a  double  fold  on  each  side  of  the  germ.  Re- 
taining sUll  their  membranous  character,  the  folds  from  each  side  at 
length  come  into  apposition  over  the  back  of  the  embryo.  By  an 
absorption  of  the  tiue  of  contact,  the  exterior  layer  of  one  side  join- 
ing with  the  exterior  of  the  opposite,  and  the  ial«rior  with  its  fellow, 
two  separate  concentric  membranes  are  thus  formed  around  the  germ. 

The  outer  envelope  expanding  in  both  directions  from  ila  points  of 
attachment  bedde  the  germ,  Its  adTancing  line  forming  a  curve  from 
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the  jelk  to  the  chorion,  inyests  the  inner  aspect  of  the  chorion,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  outside  of  the  yelk  sac.  But  these  prolongations 
traveling  around  the  jelk,  at  length  meet  on  the  side  opposite  to  the 
germ.  An  absorption  here  again  occurs  in  the  Une  of  union,  separat- 
ing the  membrane  thus  into  two  portions,  the  one,  as  before  explained, 
lining  the  inside  of  the  chorion,  the  other,  the  outside  of  the  jelk  sac. 
Into  the  space  thus  vacated  between  the  yelk  sac  and  the  chorion,  the 
interior  membrane  in  like  manner  advances  to  pursue  the  same  devel- 
opment ;  but  its  external  portion,  failing  to  attach  itself  to  the  chorion, 
becomes  a  separate  investing  membrane  to  the  ovum,  and  is  known  as 
the  Amman  ;  while  the  inner  portion  forms  an  additional  envelope  to 
the  yelk. 

Up  to  this  time  the  embryo  has  been  nourished  by  direct  absorp- 
tion ;  but  a  more  speedy  and  extensive  distribution  of  nutriment  from 
the  yelk  to  the  growing  tissues  is  now  required.  To  supply  this  need 
blood  vessels  are  created.  Their  first  appearance  is  within  that  mar- 
gin of  opacity  bounding  the  peUudd  space,  denominated  the  vascular 
area ;  in  the  middle,  the  vascular  layer  of  the  germinal  membrane. 
The  first  blood  discs  are  thought  to  be  the  nuclei  of  ceUs,  which  unite 
end  to  end  to  form  the  first  vessels. 

Blood  is  first  observed  as  fine  points  in  the  vascular  area,  which  are 
soon  united  by  delicate  channels.  These  minute  capillaries  empty 
into  a  larger  circular  sinus,  bounding  the  vascular  area,  which  with  its 
tributary  capillaries  gradually  extends  over  the  whole  yelk  sac.  From 
this  sinus  the  blood  is  carried  into  the  embryonic  system,  for  the 
researches  of  Von  Baer  prove  that  the  first  motion  of  the  blood  is 
towards  the  heart.  The  first  vessels  are  therefore  veins,  whose  for- 
mation succeeds  that  of  the  blood,  which  itself  is  formed,  as  you  per- 
ceive, in  the  germinal  membrane  investing  the  yelk,  and  outside  of 
the  body  proper  of  the  embryo.  The  blood,  in  this  way  sent  into  the 
system,  passes  to  the  embryonic  heart,  and  is  returned  by  arteries, 
which  thus  complete  the  circuit. 

But  the  supply  of  nutriment  in  the  human  yelk  is  exceedingly 
limited,  and  more  permanent  provisions  are  soon  required.  It  is  also 
requisite  to  depurate  the  blood,  circulating  through  the  growing  tis- 
sues, of  the  carbon  with  which  it  is  fast  becoming  charged.  The 
fCinction  of  respiration,  therefore,  is  at  this  early  day  to  be  provided 
for. 

To  meet  these  wants  an  ofiset  from  the  intestinal  tube  is  observed 
sprouting  outwards  near  the  caudal  extremity  of  the  embryo,  between 
the  inner  and  outer  amniotic  folds  of  the  serous  layer.    It  is  a  hoUow 
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vesicle  known  as  the  AliantaiSy  which,  before  the  amnion  has  com- 
pletely invested  the  yelk  and  the  embryo,  continues  its  growth  oat- 
wards  till  it  reaches  the  chorion.  Upon  its  parieties  are  extensive 
ramifications  of  blood  vessels,  afterwards  known  as  the  umbilical  arte- 
teries  and  veins.  In  the  ovum  of  birds,  the  allantois  becomes  a 
highly  vascular,  permanent  membrane,  spreading  itself  along  under 
the  chorion,  till  the  whole  egg  is  invested.  Acting  in  the  place  of 
fetal  lungs,  it  presents  the  carbonized  blood  to  the  influence  of  the 
atmospheric  air,  which  transudes  through  the  porous  shell.  In  mam- 
mals, on  the  other  hand,  it  serves  a  temporary  purpose  of  acting  as  a 
ladder,  or  rather  an  elongating  balloon,  by  which  the  umbilical  vessels 
may  climb  to  the  placenta  or  fetal  lungs  of  this  class.  Soon  after  the 
portion  exterior  to  the  body  dwindles  away  to  a  mere  cord,  scarce 
detectible  among  the  other  constituents  of  the  umbilical  cord.  Bat 
the  portion  within  the  abdomen  is  retained  to  serve  an  important  pur- 
pose. It  becomes  the  urinary  bladder,  and  the  remains  of  the  allan- 
tois, as  it  passed  out,  are  still  to  be  discerned  in  the  urachus,  or  sus- 
pensary  ligament  of  the  bladder,  which  connects  that  oi^an  with  the 
umbilicus. 

By  this  time,  the  umbilical  vesicle,  with  its  circulatory  system,  has 
disappeared,  and  the  fetus  is  now  nourished  entirely  £rom  the  Placenta, 
To  form  this  organ,  the  villi,  by  which  the  chorion  is  invested,  are 
multiplied  and  enlarged  in  that  portion  to  which  the  umbilical  vessels 
ascend,  and  by  capillaries  of  the  latter,  are  plentifully  supplied  with 
fetal  blood.  These  villi  extend  into  the  follicles  of  the  decidua,  whose 
hypertrophied  veins  form  sinuses  of  considerable  size.  By  the  lining 
membrane  of  these  sinuses,  the  protruding  vilU  are  enveloped,  in  the 
same  way  as  the  intestines  are  covered  by  the  reflected  peritoneum ; 
in  which  illustration  the  abdominal  cavity  would  represent  the  cavity 
of  a  sinus.  In  this  cavity  then,  the  fringing  surface  of  the  villus,  with 
its  interior  capillaries,  lies  bathed  in  a  current  of  maternal  blood.  So 
that  the  placenta  is  composed  of  a  fetal  and  a  maternal  portion, 
closely  enfolding  each  other,  between  which,  however,  none  but  an 
endosmotic  communication  exists,  as  is  shown  by  the  differing  size  of 
the  blood  discs  in  the  two  circulations. 

Let  us  now  study  the  arrangement  of  vessels  by  which  the  fetal  cir- 
culation is  henceforth  carried  on.  To  go  back  a  little.  The  heart, 
whose  formation  is  subsequent  to,  and  distinct  from  that  of  the  blood, 
is  developed  from  a  mass  of  cells,  of  which  those  in  the  interior 
liquify  to  form  a  cavity.  It  is  originally  a  simple,  straight  tube, 
extending  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  embryo,  its  posterior  portion 
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being  the  auricular,  where,  from  the  first,  prolongations  are  observed 
to  meet  the  veins  coming  in  from  the  vascular  area.  From  the  ante- 
rior portion  arteries  are  given  off.  At  this  stage  the  heart  presents 
the  type  found  in  the  Articulata,  to  which  the  insect  tribe  belong.  Soon 
a  construction  near  the  middle  divides  the  dilating  auricle  and  ventri- 
cle,  between  whose  hitherto  synchronous  pulsations  a  slight  interval  is 
now  detected.  Gradually,  in  the  ventricular  portion,  the  tube  bends 
completely  upon  itself,  the  resulting  angle  forming  the  heart's  apex. 
We  have  now  the  heart  of  the  fish,  a  single  auricle,  a  single  ventricle 
and  one'aorta,  at  whose  origin  we  find  a  dilatation,  the  bulbous  arterio- 
sus of  that  class.  Ere  long  a  septum  divides  the  entire  heart  into 
two  distinct  organs  ;  an  opening,  the  foramen  ovale,  remaining,  how- 
ever, between  the  auricles  till  after  the  close  of  fetal  life. 

Trace  up  now  the  single  aorta.  Passing  along  the  neck  in  front  of  the 
developing  trachea,  it  gives  off  at  regular  intervals,  four  or  ^ve  horizon- 
tal branches  to  each  side.  These,  at  the  same  interval,  empty  themselves 
into  two  systemic  aortas,  which  pass  down  one  on  each  side  of  the 
pharynx  and  converge  to  a  junction  near  the  last  dorsal  vertebras. 
An  analogue  to  the  permanent  distribution  in  fishes,  and  which  may 
be  considered  as  the  primary  type  for  the  Yertebrata.  In  fishes  a 
further  development  of  gills  upon  the  horizontal  arches  takes  place. 


Diagram  of  the  fonnation  of  the  arterial  tmnka.  A,  ajocndisg,  a,  dMoending  aorta ;  B,  bulb- 
ooB  arteriosiu ;  e,  c,  cazotidfl  ;  i,  s,  subelaTlans ;  P/patanooary  arteiy ;  d,  dootus  arterloBu;  1, 
2, 3, 4,  flmt  to  finirth  pair  of  archea ;  r,  right  lystamio  aortai  (obliteiated.)  Portions  in  oat- 
line  are  temporaiy ;  thoae  shaded  are  pennanent. 

But  in  man,  the  uppermost  pair  dwindle  away ;  so  do  the  second. 
The  third  remain,  and  continued  into  the  subclavians,  supply  the 
upper  extremities.    The  fourth  pair,  on  their  way  to  the  systemic 
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aortas,  send  branehefl  to  the  limgB.  The  upper  portioii  of  the  bufiioiis 
aorta,  which  gives  off  the  first  two  pairs  of  anshes,  disappears  with 
them  down  to  the  origin  of  the  third  arch.  The  sjstemic  aortas, 
into  which  they  emptied,  still  remain  on  both  sides  of  the  neck  above 
the  third  arch,  as  branches  of  the  latter,  and,  under  the  name  of  the 
carotids,  supply  the  head.  But  on  the  right  side,  the  eystemic  aorta 
below  the  third  arch  down  to  its  junction  with  the  other  aorta  beoomea 
obliterated,  and  the  left  aorta  is  henceforth  obliged  to  transmit  all  the 
blood  sent  to  the  lower  extremities.  It  enlarges  and  becomes  tke 
descending  aorta,  being  connected  to  the  bulbous  or  ascending  portion 
bj  the  intervention  of  the  third  arch,  which  is  now  recognized  as  the 
arch  of  the  aorta.  As  the  carotids  and  subdavians  arise  from  the 
third  arch,  we  shall  find  them  on  the  right  separated  from  the  aorta 
by  the  third  arch,  which  anatomists  call  arteria  innominata ;  but  on  the 
left  we  find  them  springing  directly  from  the  aorta,  which  as  before 
explained,  is  itself  the  original  third  arch  of  that  side. 

But  the  septum  between  the  ventricles  of  the  heart  enlarges,  extends 
up  into  the  bulbous  aorta,  dividing  it  into  two  tubes,  which  lie  at  first 
side  by  side,  afterward  bending  somewhat  around  each  other.  The 
one  continuous  with  the  right  ventricle  is  known  as  the  pulmonary 
artery, — ^that  with  the  left  becomes  the  common,  the  ascending  aorta,. 
To  the  latter  the  third  arches  are  attached, — ^ftom  the  former  the  pul- 
monary aorta,  the  fourth  pair  arise.  The  fourth  arch  of  the  rig^t 
side,  beyond  the  branch  sent  to  the  lungs,  is  obliterated  with  the  old, 
right  systemic  aorta,  so  that  its  remaining  portion  is  ramified  simply 
upon  the  embryonic  lung.  The  left  fourth  arch,  on  the  other  hand, 
till  the  dose  of  the  fetal  life,  continues  to  empty  into  the  aorta. 
The  part  of  it,  however,  between  its  pulmonary  branch  and  the  aorta, 
known  as  the  ductus  arteriosus,  falls  into  disuse  at  birth,  when  the 
lungs  assume  their  fonction,  and  is  soon  after  obliterated. 

From  the  hypogastrics,  branches  of  the  iliacs,  the  umbilical  arteries, 
two  in  number,  are  sent  off  to  the  placenta.  By  them  is  conveyed  the 
blood  which  is  to  be  depurated  by  endosmotic  exposure  to  the  aerated 
blood  of  the  mother,  and  which  returning  brings  back  nutriment  for  the 
developing  fetus.  Tracking  the  arterialized  blood  from  the  placenta 
through  the  single  umbilical  vein,  we  find  it  entering  the  abdomen, 
and  passing  into  the  portal  vein,  part  is  sent  through  the  capillaries 
of  the  liver,  ere  long  reaching  the  heart  through  the  hepatic  vein, 
while  the  rest  by  a  short  cut,  the  temporary  ductus  venosus  into  the 
hepatic  vein,  is  carried  direct  to  the  heart  The  red  blood  entering 
the  right  auricle  from  below,  passes  through  its  back  part,  being 
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directed  by  the  Eustachian  valve  through  the  outer  auricular  opening 
into  the  left  auricle.  Thence  through  the  left  ventricle  and  ascending 
aorta  it  is  distributed  to  the  brain  and  the  system  at  large.  While  the 
red  blood  is  thus  as  it  were  stealthily  conveyed  through  the  right 
auricle,  a  current  of  black  blood  from  the  superior  cava  is  pouring 
down  in  front  of  it,  through  the  same  auricle  into  the  right  ventricle ; 
thence  into  the  pulmonary  aorta,  which  through  the  ductus  arteriosus 
conveys  it  into  the  descending  systemic  aorta.  So  that  below  the 
ductus  arteriosus  the  fluid  in  the  aorta  is  a  mixture  of  arterial  and 
venous  blood,  while  that  sent  off  antecedently,  supplying  the  brain  and 
upper  extremities,  is  purely  arterial,  or  nearly  so.  An  economical 
provision  this,  to  furnish  the  more  highly  vitalized  blood  to  the  more 
important  or  first  developed  parts.  It  will  be  observed  that  practi- 
cally during  fetal  life  the  ventricles  act  as  one,  throwing  their  blood 
each  into  the  systemic  aorta,  although  in  different  portions  of  it,  thus 
bearing  a  resemblance  to  the  reptilian  type  in  which  we  have  one 
ventricle  and  two  auricles. 

Veins  corresponding  to  the  so  called  cardinal  veins  of  fishes  follow 
the  course  of  the  spine,  one  on  each  side,  which  in  extra-uterine  life 
remain,  as  the  jugular  veins  above,  the  azygos  below,  the  heart.  Of 
the  two  superior  cava  formed  at  first  by  them,  as  in  lower  animals, 
the  left  is  obliterated,  the  blood  from  the  jugular  and  azygos  of  that 
side  being  conveyed  into  the  right  by  a  transverse  arch  across  the  top 
of  the  thorax. 

So  much  time  has  been  spent  upon  the  circulatory  system  that  it 
will  be  impossible  ftirther  than  to  allude  to  the  remaining  details  of 
development  The  transition  from  a  simple,  straight  tube  to  the 
completed  form  of  the  Alimentary  Canal  is  of  a  nature  to  be  readily 
appreciated.  The  Liver,  originating  in  a  mass  of  cells  in  the  wall  of 
the  intestine,  is  gradually  evolved  into  a  gland  and  carried  further 
from  its  source,  until  the  elongating  and  narrow  attachment  becomes 
the  hepatic  duct  The  Lungs  are  similarly  formed  of  two  bud-like 
processes  from  the  upper  part  of  the  alimentary  canal. 

In  the  development  of  the  Urinary  Apparatus  we  find  the  two  kid- 
neys preceded  by  temporary  organs,  the  Wolffian  bodies,  which 
are  permanent  in  the  lower  types  of  animals.  These  are  highly 
vascular,  though  simple  coecal  appendages,  along  a  lengthened  tube, 
which  empties  directly  into  the  allantois.  They  shrivel  away  as  the 
kidneys  become  developed,  till  at  birth  they  are  scarce  discerned, 
being  found  in  the  male  near  the  testes.  The  kidneys,  which  origi- 
nate near  the  Wolffian  bodies,  are  in  no  way  connected  with  them 
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farther  tlian  that  their  excretory  duct  empties  into  that  of  the  former 
organs.  To  the  supra  renal  capsules,  which  surmount  the  kidneys, 
previous  to  the  third  month  equalling  them  in  size,  no  special  interest 
attaches,  unless  it  be  because  we  know  so  little  about  them.  The 
urinary  bladder,  formed  as  before  explained,  of  the  allantois,  empties 
at  first  in  common  with  the  intestine  into  a  cloaca,  a  fissure  guarded 
by  a  sphincter,  similar  to  the  anus  of  oviparous  Vertebrata.  This, 
however,  is  soon  partitioned  off  by  septa,  as  we  find  it  in  the  perfect 
fetus.  The  testis  of  the  male,  the  ovary  of  the  female,  are  originaUy 
formed  in  close  connection  with  the  kidneys,  whence  they  descend  to 
unequal  distances,  the  testis  reaching  the  scrotum  generally  about  the 
ninth  month.  The  efferent  tube  of  the  testis,  at  its  upper  extremity, 
forms  a  component  part  of  that  organ ;  while  that  of  the  ovary,  the 
Fallopian  tube,  floats  free  in  the  abdomen,  being  attached  to  the  gland 
only  at  intervals.  The  uterus  is  formed  by  the  union  of  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  excretory  ducts  of  the  ovaries.  In  some  of  the 
inferior  mammalia,  where  the  union  is  not  complete,  the  uterus  is 
found  homed,  or  even  bifid  through  its  entire  length.  In  the  male, 
the  analogue  of  the  uterus  is  found  in  the  utriculus,  or  sinus  pocularis, 
in  the  under  side  of  the  prostatic  urethra,  into  which  empty  the  vasa 
deferentia  from  the  testes. 

The  development  of  the  external  generative  arrangement  is  a  sub- 
ject presenting  some  curious  points,  which  I  can  merely  enumerate. 
Previous  to  the  third  month,  the  gender  of  the  embryo  is  a  matter  of 
doubt.  It  can  not  be  determined  into  the  organs  of  which  sex  the 
rudiments  already  existing  will  resolve  themselves.  The  germ-bear- 
ing  gland  near  the  kidney  may  become  either  testis  or  ovaiy.  The 
nipple  at  the  anterior  portion  of  the  anal  fissure  may  be  developed 
into  an  organ  with  glans,  corpora  cavernosa  and  spongiosum  com- 
plete, or  it  may  remain  a  clitoris,  with  those  parts  discernible,  but  still 
in  a  rudimentary  state.  Continued  to  its  extremity,  the  canal  from 
the  bladder  may  form  a  lengthened  urethra,  or  it  may  remain  short 
and  membranous.  The  fleshy  prominences  on  each  side  of  the  anal 
fissure  may  be  the  labia,  or  uniting  they  may  become  receptacles  for 
the  testes,  forming  the  scrotum  with  its  well  preserved  line  of  junction. 
Indeed,  the  ovary  has  been  found  in  the  labium,  which,  during  fetal 
life,  communicates  internally  with  the  abdomen,  and  into  which  passes 
the  round  ligament,  the  correspondent  of  the  gubemaculum  testis  of 
the  other  sex.  But  the  problem  yet  remains  unsolved, — ^^^what 
decides  the  sexual  character  of  these  organs?'' 
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The  development  of  the  osseous  and  nervous  systems,  presents 
many  points  of  interest,  but  none  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant 
a  further  extension  of  the  present  paper. 

And  now,  as  briefly  as  possible,  let  me  call  attention  to  two  or  three 
lessons  derived  from  a  consideration  of  our  subject.  We  learn  that 
the  process  of  development  is  from  the  general  to  the  special,  from  the 
common  type  of  the  class  to  the  peculiarities  marking  the  individual. 
In  the  human  embryo,  we  observe,  as  its  earliest  form,  the  common 
element  of  the  animal  Sub-kingdom  to  which  it  belongs,  two  simple 
tubes,  the  nervous  cavity  above,  the  digestive  below.  Upon  this  type- 
model  of  the  Yertebrata  are  engrafled,  first  the  distinctive  features  of 
the  Mammalia,  then  those  of  the  species,  Man.  The  distribution  of 
the  arterial  trunks  is  an  interesting  exemplification  of  special  develop- 
ment from  a  general  type.  The  archetype  of  the  Vertebrata  is  com- 
posed of  an  ascending  aorta,  four  or  more  horizontal,  branchial 
arches,  supplying  two  descending  aortas,  which  soon  coalesce  into  one. 
In  the  fish,  its  special  development  departs  the  least  from  the  general 
type ;  gills  are  formed  upon  the  arches.  In  the  chick,  its  peculiar 
development,  obliterating  here,  and  there  enlarging,  brings  out  at  last 
a  descending  aorta  upon  the  right  side,  with  the  carotids  and  sub- 
clavians  of  both  sides  given  off  by  a  common  branch  from  the  aortic 
arch,  while  in  man  still  another  variation  from  the  primitive  form  has 
been  described. 

But  by  no  means  is  the  assertion  sustained,  that  the  human  embryo 
is  carried  forward,  in  its  development,  through  all  the  lower  forms  of 
animal  life,  till  it  shall  attain  the  higher  and  more  perfect  character- 
istics of  its  own  species.  It  is  true  that  in  animals  and  in  plants, 
life  ever  begins  with  a  simple  cell,  similar  in  form  though  totally 
diverse  in  essence ;  but  the  moment  that  development  has  advanced 
to  that  degree  that  the  human  germ  can  be  recognized  as  animal  i  i  its 
nature,  then,  in  a  nervous  cavity  separated  from  the  digestive,  it  pre- 
sents the  essential  feature  which  distinguishes  the  Yertebrata  from  the 
other  divisions  of  the  Animal  Kingdom.  It  is  true  that  in  some  of  the 
details  of  development,  in  the  structure  of  certain  organs,  the  human 
embryo  temporarily  displays  peculiarities  of  formation  which  are 
permanent  in  the  lower  organizations  ;  but  viewing  it  as  an  individual, 
we  never  find  that  vegetative  repetition  of  similar  parts,  which  char- 
acterizes the  Radiata,  never  is  it  a  mere  bag  of  viscera  to  class  it,  for 
the  time  being,  with  the  Mollusc,  never  a  series  of  adhering  joints  to 
identify  it  with  the  Articulata ;  it  is  unquestionably,  from  the  time  any 
structure  or  shape  is  discernible,  a  vertebrated  animal,  it  can  be  noth- 
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ing  else.  Nor  are  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  the  lower 
Vertehrata  found  in  the  human  emhryo.  It  is  never  a  fish,  a  reptile, 
or  a  bird. 

Again,  we  learn  that  cases  of  monstrosity,  of  malformations,  will 
be  caused  by  an  arrest  of  development  in  any  of  the  earlier  stages  of 
embryonic  life.  For  instance,  hare  lip  with  cleft  palate  is  but  an 
imperfect  junction  of  the  forward  processes  of  the  dorsal  laminae. 
Abnormal  distribution  of  the  great  vessels  will  result  from  arrested 
development  at  any  of  the  steps  we  have  delineated.  Cyanosis  is 
caused  by  a  failure  to  complete  the  valve  which,  afler  birth,  closes 
the  inter-auricular  opening.  Hermaphrodism,  apparent  though  not 
real,  since  the  gender  depends  upon  the  germ  producing  gland,  will 
arise  from  an  unusually  developed  clitoris,  want  of  union  of  the  scro- 
tum, retained  testes,  and  the  like. 

But  while  the  study  of  embryonic  development  explains  many  of 
the  more  obscure  phenomena  of  animal  life,  it  teaches  an  important 
truth  to  the  reflective  mind.  Though  our  investigations  be  ever  so 
profound,  though  we  scrutinize  ever  so  zealously  the  beginning  of  the 
new  life,  to  find  the  cause  which  sets  in  motion  that  primordial  cell ; 
though  with  utmost  diligence  we  examine  each  succeeding  step  to 
discern  not  only  how,  but  why  progress  is  maintained ;  our  search  is 
unsuccessful,  there  is  something  we  can  not  penetrate,  an  agency  all 
pervading,  which  yet  eludes  our  grasp.  As  we  discover  marks  of 
design,  and  a  unity  of  plan  in  all  these  mysterious  unfoldings  in  that 
hidden  chamber  of  the  animal  organism;  aa  we  behold  blind, 
unthinking  matter  hastening  to  obey  a  law  itself  could  never  have 
framed,  we  feel  that  we  stand  in  the  presence  of  a  Being  who  speaks — 
and  it  is  done.  We  can  not  see  Him,  our  physical  senses  reach  not 
His  spiritual  essence,  yet,  "  His  invisible  things,  even  His  Eternal 
Power  and  Godhead,  are  clearly  perceived,  being  understood  by  the 
things  that  He  has  made." 

And,  while  we  study  these  progressive  developments,  we  may 
derive  an  inference,  which  Revelation  teaches  as  a  truth.  A  further 
development,  a  still  higher  grade  of  Life,  is  in  the  Future  to  be 
attained  by  every  one  of  us.  These  frail  wasting  bodies,  these  rest- 
less, ever  changing  frames  of  ours,  are  to  experience  yet  one  change 
more,  before  whose  wonders  all  that  precedes  is  not  to  be  thought  of. 
Not  the  gradual  process  of  months  or  years  of  development,  no 
intervention  of  second  causes,  but  "  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye,  the  dead  shall  be  raised  incorruptible,  and  we  shall  be  changed. 
For  this  corruptible  must  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  must 
put  on  immortality." 


THE  SURGICAL  DISEASES  OF  THE  RECTUM. 

Dissertation  read  before  the  New  London  County  Medical  Society^ 

April  Sth,  1858. 

BT  L.  S.  PADDOCK,  M.  D.,  NOBWICH. 


Gentlemen  : — It  is  mj  purpose  to  consider  the  Surgical  Diseases 
of  the  Rectum.  But  in  selecting  this  subject  for  consideration,  I  do 
not  ilatter  myself  that  I  shall  be  able  to  present  anything  new  to  you, 
but  rather  to  refresh  your  minds  on  a  subject,  which  general  profes- 
sional practice  may  have  caused  a  partial  forgetfulness  of,  and  to  sat- 
isfy myself  on  some  points  which  before  were  not  clearly  understood. 
I  shall  confine  myself  strictly  to  the  surgical  treatment  of  this  class  of 
diseases,  purposely  omitting  the  more  minute  mention  of  symptoms, 
&c.,  for  the  limits  of  a  single  paper  will  not  permit  it ;  and  for  a  sim- 
ilar reason,  I  can  not  mention  all  the  minutise  of  the  operations. 
Also,  I  shall  quote  frequently  from  different  authors,  whose  names  are 
familiar  to  you,  but  whose  views  are  not  fully  discussed  in  our  usual 
text-books.  May  I  ask  your  indulgence,  therefore,  if  much  of  what 
I  offer  should  prove  to  be  already  very  familiar  to  you. 

For  the  more  perfect  understanding  of  what  follows,  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of  the  rectum  and  contiguous  parts  is  quite 
necessary.  The  portion  of  intestine  bearing  this  name,  commences 
opposite  the  lowest  surface  of  the  last  1  umbra  vertebra,  connecting 
with  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  above,  and  terminating  with  the 
anus  below  ;  following  in  its  course  the  curve,  and  generally  the 
median  line  of  the  posterior  portion  of  the  sacum.  It  lies  exterior  to 
the  peritoneam,  the  upper  of  its  anterior  portion  being  alone  covered 
by  it. 

The  rectum  possesses  longitudinal  and  circular  muscular  fibres,  and 
at  its  termination  is  closed  by  sphincters.     The  external  sphincter 
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lies  parallel  to,  and  just  beneath  the  surface  of  the  skin,  encircling 
the  anal  opening ;  the  internal  sphincter  lies  next  above  the  exter- 
nal, and  at  the  termination  of  the  rectum.  The  levator  ani  muscle 
being  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  rectum,  unites  with  the  sphincters. 
The  mucous  membrane  which  lines  this  portion  of  intestine  presents 
a  smooth  surface  only  when  it  is  distended.  External  to  the  sphinc- 
ters and  just  beneath  the  skin,  there  is  an  abundance  of  cellulo-adi- 
pose  tissue,  through  which  branches  of  the  internal  pudic  artery 
ramify.  No  part  of  intestine,  in  proportion  to  its  size,  receives  as 
much  blood  as  the  rectum. 

Deformities  are  sometimes  noticeable  at  birth  which  commenced 
during  foetal  life.     Abnormal  conditions  of  the  rectum  are  of  this 
class.     Thus  the  anal  opening  may  be  closed  by  a  membrane,  through 
which  the  contents  of  the   rectum  are  discoverable ;  or  the  boweb 
deviating  from  its  usual  course,  may  open  into  the  bladder,  the  ure- 
thra, or  vagina.     For  the  relief  of  these  cases  the  knife  of  the  sur- 
geon is  demanded,  either  to  save  the  life  of  the  infant,  or  to  remedy 
a  dangerous  and  disgusting  deformity.     Where  the  anus  is  imperfor- 
ate and  covered  by  a  thin  membrane  only,  the  operation  for  its  relief 
is  very  simple,  a  crucial  incision  through  the  membrane,  clipping  off 
the  angles  thus  formed,  and  dilatation  by  a  tent  of  lint  during  the  pro- 
cess of  healing  is  all  that  is  required.     But  where  the  opening  is  into 
the  vagina,  the  operation  devised  for  its  cure  is  much  more  formida- 
ble, and  the  tenderness  of  infancy  should  make  us  consider  well  the 
necessity  of  operating  at  that  period  before  attempting  it.     Dieffen- 
bach  operated  in  this  way :  Making  an  incision  in  the  natural  position 
of  the  anus  sufficiently  deep  to  reach  the  rectum,  and  carefully  dis- 
cecting  the  cellular  tissues  surrounding  it,  he  separated  the  inferior 
semi-circumference  of  the  intestine  from  the  vagina,  and  dividing  the 
flap  to  a  small  extent,  drew  it  down  fixing  it  to  the  posterior  part  of 
the  wound  of  the  perineum.     When  union  had  been  effected  in  this 
portion,  he  performed  an  operation  nearly  similar  on  the  remaining 
portion.     Araussat  performed  the  operation  by  disengaging  the  entire 
rectum  at  its  vaginal  opening,  freeing  it  from  its  loose  sacral  adhe- 
sions, and  drawing  it  down,  fastened  it  by  sutures  to  the  edges  of  the 
wound,  made  as  in  the  operation  by  Dieffenbach.     Both  operations 
were  successful.     If  the  rectum  terminates  in  the  bladder  or  urethea, 
but  little  can  be  done  for  its  relief. 

Prolapsus  ani,  or  prolapsus  of  the  rectum,  though  common  in 
infancy  and  childhood,  and  generally  of  but  little  importance,  becomes 
a  serious  disease  with  adults.     The  affection  is  met  with  in  two  forms 
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which  are  characterized  by  the  protrusion  of  the  mucous  membrane 
alone,  or  the  rectum  itself.  Many  are  disposed  to  doubt  the  occur- 
rence of  protrusion  of  the  rectum ;  that  such  however  could  occur 
might  be  inferred  from  intussusceptions  met  with  elsewhere.  But  we 
have  the  authority  of  Brodie  and  Malgaigne  on  this  point.  Says  the 
latter  distinguished  surgeon,  ^  I  lately  demonstrated,  by  dissection,  a 
complete  prolapsus  of  the  rectum,  complicated  with  complete  prolap- 
sus of  the  uterus  and  vagina;  the  peritoneum  had  followed  each, 
and  the  two  tumors  were  only  separated  by  the  perineum,  which  was 
lined  by  peritoneum  at  the  distance  of  half  an  inch  from  the  skin." 
(Vid.  Malgaigne's  Operativ.  Surg.,  ch.  viii.,  div.  6.) 

In  the  ordinary  prolapsus  of  childhood,  the  treatment  is  abundantly 
simple.  The  evacuation  of  ascarides,  or  any  irritating  substances 
from  the  bowels,  followed  by  an  astringent  injection,  may  be  all  that 
will  be  required.  Brodie  recommends  as  suitable  treatment  for  a 
child,  a  daily  injection  of  3ij — iij  of  a  solution  of  tinct  ferri  muriat, 
of  the  strength  of  a  drachm  to  a  pint  of  water,  care  being  taken  at 
the  same  time  to  regulate  the  diet  and  the  evacuations.  Prolapsus 
ani  is  sometimes  caused  by  a  weakened  state  of  the  sphincter  ani ; 
in  such  cases  the  nux  vomica  or  strychnine  proves  of  essential  ser- 
vice. The  case  of  a  child  is  reported  in  the  Dublin  Hosp.  Grazette, 
(Feb.  15th,  1854,  p.  80,)  that  suffered  from  prolapsus  of  four  years 
continuance,  and  where  the  protrusion  was  at  times  four  inches  in 
extent,  which  was  cured  in  about  a  fortnight  by  the  application  of 
small  quantities,  (one-sixth  to  one-ihird  grain,)  of  strychnine  to  a 
blistered  surface  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  sphincter.  Obstinate 
constipation  was  regarded  as  the  cause  in  this  case. 

Prolapsus  is  generally  easily  replaced,  but  it  may  occasionally  be- 
come strangulated  by  the  sphincter,  demanding  the  division  of  the 
sphincter  if  other  means  of  reducing  it  fail. 

When  prolapsus  of  adults  has  become  a  chronic  trouble,  of  frequent 
recurrence,  and  attended  with  much  pain,  the  use  of  nitric  acid  has 
been  of  special  service.  Whether  this  acts  by  exciting  adhesions, 
thus  giving  more  firmness  to  the  relaxed  tissue,  or  in  virtue  of  its 
cauterizing  power  and  the  resulting  cicatrices,  we  are  not  prepared  to 
state.  However  it  may  be,  in  many  bad  cases  it  has  been  very 
effectual.  To  illustrate  the  method  of  its  application,  we  shall  refer 
to  a  case  successfully  treated  by  Dr.  McDowell,  of  Dublin.  In  this 
there  was  a  permanent  protrusion  of  about  four  inches  in  extent. 
"  Four  white  tracks  were  made  with  the  acid  in  the  vertical  direction 
from  the  sphincter  down  to  the  lowest  portion  of  the  protrusion ;  the 
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bowel  was  then  replaced  ;  no  protrusion  occurred  for  two  days  after- 
wards. The  acid  was  applied  twice  subsequently  at  intervals  of  seyen 
days,  and  on  the  last  occasion  with  the  most  complete  success.  The 
treatment  occupied  a  period  of  about  three  weeks ;  the  patient  was  per- 
manently cured."  (Dublin  Hosp.  Gazette,  May  Idth,  1854,  p.  122. 
Braithwaite's  Retros.  pt.  xxx.,  1855,  p.  155.) 

Another  case  reported  in  the  Am.  Joum.  of  Med.  Sc's.,  July,  1855, 
pp.  233-6,  is  one  of  great  interest,  and  I  shall  take  the  liberty,  gen- 
tlemen, of  reporting  it  quite  fully.      A  man  aged  24,  of  strumous 
aspect,  and  delicate  from  childhood,  presents  himself  with  a  large  pro- 
lapsus.    He  dates  his  disease  from  an  attack  of  dysentery  when 
twelve  years  old.     "  He  can  not  remain  for  any  time  in  the  erect 
posture  without  the   escape  of  the  protrusion   at  the  anus.     He  has 
constant  and  earnest  desire  to  go  to  stool,  and  passes  large  quantities 
of  fetid  discharge  tinged  T^ith  blood.     The  escape  of  the  feculent 
matter  is  most  irregular,  both  as  to  amount  and  consistence,  and  is 
always  accompanied  with  a  sensation  as  if  the  whole  contents  of  the 
abdomen  were  escaping,  and  with  protrusion  at  the  anus  of  consider- 
able tumor,  which  he  is  obliged  to  replace  or  subject  himself  to  extreme 
agony.        ♦         ♦        *         In  the  absence  of  any  protrusion,  the 
anus  is  patulous,  and  its  circumference  covered  with  a  muco-sangui- 
nous  discharge,  presents  numerous  ulcerated  chinks  in  the  direction 
of  its  rugae."    The  sphincter  is  so  relaxed  that  the  fingers  placed 
conically  pass  with  ease.    The  treatment  was  as  follows :     Keeping 
the  patient  in  a  horizontal  position,  our  reporter,  (Dr.  Christopher 
Fleming,  of  Dublin,)  says,  ^'  I  formed  equidistant  radiated  tracks  with 
concentrated  nitric  acid,  commencing  them  near  the  intestinal  opening 
at  the  apex  of  the  protrusion,  and  passing  them  as  near  as  I  could 
calculate  to  the  upper  margin  of  the  inner  sphincter.    The  breadth 
of  'these  tracks  was  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  and  the  length  two 
inches  or  so  ;  they  were  well  smeared  with  oil  and  the  bowel  carefully 
returned."     From  day  to  day  improvement  was  noticeable.    The  fif- 
teenth day  after  the  first  application  the  prolapsus  occurred  but  once 
in  twenty-four  hours ;  defecation  was  natural,  and  any  exertion  could 
be  made  without  protrusion.     One  more  application  of  the  acid  was 
made  and  the  recovery  was  complete. 

A  case  of  a  large  prolapsus  of  long  continuance,  which  fell  under 
my  observation,  was  found  to  possess  many  little  points  of  ulceration. 
This  was  successfully  treated  by  the  recumbent  posture,  the  applica- 
tion of  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  and  an  anal  compress. 
In  these  cases  the  cure  was  probably  affected  by  the  closer  union  of 
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the  mucous  and  muscular  walls  of  the  intestine,  produced  by  a  healthy 
action  of  the  acid,  and  by  the  contractions  attendant  upon  the  cicatri- 
zations of  the  ulcers. 

We  have  thus  considered  the  means  which  the  physician  may  em- 
ploy for  many  cases  of  prolapsus  of  the  rectum.  But  there  are  cases 
where  surgery  comes  to  our  aid,  and  many  different  operations  have 
been  devised.  The  operation  of  Hey,  (of  Leeds,  in  1688,)  consisted 
in  the  removal  of  a  concentric  portion  of  integument  around  the  anus. 
Dupuytren  removed  the  radiated  folds.  Dieffenbach  has  several  op- 
erations. He  diminished  the  anal  opening  by  excision  of  the  folds 
around  it ;  also  by  excision  of  wedge  shaped  pieces  from  the  anus. 
Again,  by  extirpating  the  spongy  prolapsus,  or  by  using  the  actual 
cautery.  (Vid.  British  and  Foreign  Medico  Chirurg.  Rev.,  Oct.,  1850. 
Yelpeau  adopts  the  operation  of  Dupuytren,  and  concludes  his  remarks 
upon  this  subject  in  these  words.  '^  Finally,  the  excision  of  the  radi- 
ated folds  of  the  anus,  seems  calculated  to  answer  for  cases  of  pro- 
lapsus which  are  owing  to  a  state  of  relaxation  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, integuments,  sphincters,  and  external  tissues ;  for  all  those 
cases,  in  a  word,  which  are  not  caused  by  an  organic  lesion,  or  disor- 
ganization of  some  of  the  parts  contained  in  the  pelvis  or  hjpogas- 
trium  ;  so  that  the  amputation  of  the  tumor  should  be  reserved  for 
those  cases  of  prolapsus  which  are  absolutely  irreducible."  (Yel- 
peau's  Operativ.  Surg.,  vol.  iii.,  p.  1107.)  The  operation  of  Dupuy- 
tren, the  one  generally  adopted  at  the  present  time,  is  thus  modified  by 
some  surgeons :  they  seize  small  portions  of  the  mucous  membrane 
with  the  forceps,  and  then  enclose  each  in  a  ligature ;  the  intestine 
with  the  ligatures  attached  is  returned,  and  in  a  short  time  the  en- 
closed portion  sloughs,  and  when  cicatrization  is  completed,  the  patient 
is  cured. 

Another  of  the  diseases  which  are  found  affecting  the  rectum,  is 
polypus.  This  may  occur  at  any  period  of  life  and  in  any  portion 
of  the  rectum,  although  generally  next  the  anus.  Polypi  vary  in 
shape  and  size ;  some  resemble  a  worm,  or  a  strawberry  with  a  foot- 
stalk two  or  three  inches  long,  and  they  may  be  as  large  as  a  hen's 
egg.  However,  they  are  generally  soft,  varicose,  spongy,  or  fungous ; 
probably  they  are  often  mistaken  for  hemorrhoids.  The  incon- 
venience from  their  size  and  their  proneness  to  hemorrhage,  are  suffi- 
cient to  lead  to  their  detection  when  an  examination  is  made.  The 
proper  treatment  is  the  ligature ;  but  to  avoid  hemorrhage  it  should 
not  be  sufficiently  tight  to  divide  the  soil  neck  of  the  tumor ;  strangu- 
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Ifttion  is  what  is  desired.     Caustics  have  also  been  used  with  soocesa. 
Ezcisioii  is  dangerous  on  account  of  hemorrhage. 

We  proceed  next  to  the  consideration  of  foreign  bodies  in  the 
rectum.  This  afiPords  more  of  curious  interest  than  of  real  practical 
value,  and  statements  that  would  seem  incredible  unless  the  authmty 
was  indisputable.  Yelpeau  reports  a  case  where  ''a  patient  had  thrust 
into  his  rectum  a  pot  for  preserves  with  its  open  extremity  first. 
Another,  where  a  lithotriptor  was  used  to  break  a  coffee  cup  which  a 
young  student  had  introduced  into  his  rectum.  Again,  the  entire 
hand  was  introduced  into  the  intestine  to  extract  an  enormous  wooden 
folic,  five  inches  long.  Once  more,  Plato  says,  seriously,  that  a  mole, 
introduced  alive  into  the  rectum  of  a  peasant,  had  become  so  strongly 
attached  to  it  that  it  could  not  be  extracted  except  by  drawing  upon 
its  tail,  after  having  killed  it"  (Velpeau's  Operat  Surg.,  vol.  iii.,  p. 
1097-8.)  Malgaigne  reports  a  case  where  ^^  Marcbetti's  had  to 
extract  a  pig's  tail  from  the  anus  of  a  prostitute ;  the  tail  had  been 
pushed  in  base  foremost,  so  that  the  bristles,  which  had  been  cut 
short,  projected  against  and  stuck  fiut  in  the  intestine,  when  attempts 
were  made  to  withdraw  it;  he  passed  over  it  a  canula  through 
which  he  withdrew  the  tail  without  difficulty."  (Malgaigne's  Opera- 
tive Surg.,  ch.  viii.) 

Cancer  of  the  rectum  is  a  disease  of  more  formidable  nature  than 
any  to  which  it  is  liable ;  it  invariably  leads  to  a  fatal  termination  ; 
fortunately  the  disease  is  not  common.  The  symptoms  which  would 
lead  us  to  suspect  it  may  be  given  in  few  words.  If  an  hereditary 
disease,  and  the  cachexia,  generally  its  accompaniment,  is  noticeable, 
we  are  suspicious  of  its  presence  if  thero  is  uneasiness  in  the  rectum, 
accompanied  by  pain  in  the  back  and  thighs,  and  irritation  of  the 
bladder.  As  the  disease  progresses,  thero  is  a  fetid  discharge  from 
the  anus,  and  at  the  same  time  obstinate  constipation;  often  the 
abdomen  becomes  enormously  distended.  A  digital  examination  will 
detect  a  hardened  and  contracted  state  of  the  intestine,  while  the 
speculum  will  reveal  its  exact  appearance.  The  treatment  can  only 
be  palliative ;  yet  some  French  surgeons  have  romoved  the  diseased 
portion  of  the  rectum  ;  an  operation  attended  with  too  little  success  to 
be  recommended.  A  Yerj  interesting  case  of  cancer  of  the  rectum  is 
reported  in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  August,  1828, 
p.  330-5.  The  disease  occurred  in  a  lady  aged  twenty-five,  the 
mother  of  two  children.  1  will  give  the  autopsy  as  showing  very 
satisfactorily  the  naturo  of  the  disease.  Woman  of  low  stature  and 
delicate  frame;   circumferonce  from  the  crest  of  one  ileum  to  the 
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opposite,  three  feet  and  seven  inches ;  circumference  of  the  colon 
thirteen  and  a  half  inches ;  duodenum  and  ileum  the  same ;  intes- 
tines much  inflamed  with  peritoneal  adhesions ;  before  death  a  ver  j 
offensiye  exhalation  from  the  bodj ;  the  rectum  resembled  gristle  in 
texture  and  appearance,  in  some  places  like  bone ;  so  contracted  that 
the  little  finger  could  not  be  passed  through  it ;  mucous  membrane  in 
the  form  of  a  pouch  protruded  and  closed  the  opening ;  total  obstruc- 
tion without  alyine  discharge,  two  months  and  fourteen  days. 

From  cancer  of  the  rectum  we  turn  to  the  consideration  of  hem- 
orrhoids, a  very  common,  often  very  painful,  and  sometimes  a  very 
daugerous  affection.  Great  di£ferenee  of  opinion  has  obtained  among 
surgeons,  as  to  the  nature  of  hemorrhoids.  Abemethy  attributes  them 
to  a  clot  of  blood  transformed  into  a  vesseL  Malgaigne  says :  ^*  But 
in  general  the  tumor  arises  from  a  collection  of  blood,  often  black  and 
clotted,  in  a  sort  of  cyst,  due  either  to  a  new  formation  or  to  a  yaricose 
dilatation.  lisfiranc,  on  the  other  hand,  considers  ^  piles  composed  of 
a  sort  of  fibrous  tissue,  in  which  there  are  but  few  vessels  when  not 
congested."  In  AYA.Tnining  about  one  thousand  bodies,  he  never  met 
an  erectile  tumor  in  the  rectum.  He  therefore  concludes,  first,  '<  That 
though  without  doubt  veins  more  or  less  voluminous  may  be  found  in 
hemorrhoidal  tumors,  still  these  last  are  not  formed  of  varicose  veins.'' 
Secondly,  ^that  their  composition  differs  from  that  of  erectile 
tumors."  Druitt  considers  them  as  varicose  enlargement  of  the 
hemorrhoidal  veins,  which  by  their  irritation  cause  morbid  changes  in 
the  mucous  and  cellular  tissue  adjoining.  Bransby  Cooper  coincides 
with  Druitt  as  to  their  nature,  but  considers  their  cause  to  be  some 
obstruction  of  the  portal  system.  Dr.  Alex.  H.  Stevens,  of  New 
York,  in  one  of  his  lectures,  asks,  with  reference  to  hemorrhoids, 
^  what  are  they,"  and  responds  to  his  own  question,  ''  I'll  be  hanged 
if  I  know."  (Vid.  N.  Y.  Lancet,  Feb.  19th,  1842,  p.  118.)  The 
medical  treatment  suitable  for  hemorrhoids  consists  in  keeping  the 
bowels  in  a  soluble  condition,  and  the  application  to  the  painful 
tumors  (for  we  believe  them  to  be  only  painful  when  inflamed,)  of  an 
astringent  and  anodyne  ointment,  or  a  cold  injection  of  the  same  nature. 
But  we  are  chiefly  concerned  at  present  with  the  surgical  treatment  of 
this  class  of  diseases,  and  must  therefore  pass  to  the  consideration  of 
that  point  All  operations  with  the  knife  upon  hemonhoids  are  at- 
tended with  danger  on  account  of  loss  of  blood.  Hence  we  are  tempted 
to  say,  that  he  operates  best,  who  operates  least ;  or  in  the  words  of 
Lisfranc,  ^  I  am  convinced  that  a  surgeon  who  cures  without  having 

recourse  to  the  knife  is  far  more  useful  than  the  most  brilliant  open^ 
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tor."  (Braithwaite,  part  ix.,  1844^  p.  157.)  Yarioas  methods  of 
treatment  have  been  devised  for  the  permanent  cure  of  hemorrhoids. 
One  which  has  been  attended  with  some  success  is  the  application  of 
nitric  aid  to  the  tumors.  This  seems  more  especially  adapted  to 
those  of  a  florid  appearance  and  with  a  tendency  to  bleed.  The  add 
should  be  applied  upon  the  entire  tumor,  and  till  its  florid  hue  is 
changed  to  an  ashy  color.  This  is  the  plan  recommended  by  Dr. 
Houston,  of  Dublin,  and  is  sanctioned  by  Mr.  Curling  in  his  excellent 
work  on  Diseases  of  the  Rectum.  We  find  also  that  Dr.  Lee,  assist- 
ant surgeon  at  King's  College  Hospital,  reports  cases  treated  success- 
fully in  this  manner.  The  second  method  of  treatment,  and  a  favorite 
with  some  surgeons,  is  the  application  of  the  actual  cautery ;  this  pro- 
duces less  pain  than  is  generally  feared;  the  operation  commends 
itself  in  many  cases.  The  ligature  is  another  of  the  bloodless  opera- 
tions for  hemorrhoids;  this  produces  much  pain;  some  of  the  pain 
may  be  avoided  by  applying  several  ligatures,  and  taking  up  only  a 
small  portion  at  a  time,  remembering  that  the  pain  arises  from  com- 
pression and  tension  of  the  nerves,  produced  by  encircling  and  draw- 
ing to  its  centre  the  hemorrhoidal  tumor ;  also  since  the  skin  is  the 
most  sensitive  portion,  it  may  be  carefully  divided  and  the  ligature 
placed  in  the  division.  We  shall  next  consider  the  operations  in 
which  the  knife  is  used.  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie's  plan  of  treatment 
consisted  in  puncturing  the  tumor  with  a  small,  narrow  knife,  passing 
in  a  probe  armed  with  the  Aised  nitrate  of  silver,  and  leaving  a  small 
portion  of  caustic  behind.  (Vid.  Dublin  Quart.  Joum.  Med.  Sc's, 
Nov.,  1851,  p.  452.)  Amussat  used  an  ingeniously  contrived  porte- 
caustic  forceps,  by  which  the  hemorrhoidal  tumor  was  seized  and 
cauterized  externally,  while  at  the  same  time  it  was  laid  open,  the 
blood  evacuated,  and  then  cauterized  internally  by  the  solid  caustic 
When  excision  of  hemorrhoidal  tumors  is  practiced,  the  bowel  should 
be  protruded  as  far  as  it  can  be,  and  the  bleeding  vessels  secured 
before  it  is  returned.  If  but  a  portion  of  the  tumor  is  removed,  the 
operation  will  be  none  the  less  effectual,  while  there  will  be  less 
danger  from  hemorrhage  and  from  consecutive  stricture  of  the  anus. 
It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  remind  you,  gentlemen,  that  after  any 
operation  upon  the  rectum,  the  most  strict  antiphlogistic  regimen  must 
be  insisted  on,  and  the  patient  watched  for  several  hours.  If  the 
pulse  becomes  rapid  and  feeble,  and  there  is  a  tendency  to  gaping  or 
sighing,  and  perspiration  appears  without  any  apparent  cause,  we  may 
be  sure  of  internal  hemorrhage.  An  effort  on  the  part  of  the  patient 
^nll  probably  confirm  our  suspicions,  by  the  evacuation  of  a  quantity 
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of  blood.     With  this  exertion  the  bleeding  surface  will  probably  be 
exposed,  when  it  may  be  treated  by  a  compress  of  lint,  the  ligature, 
or  the  actual  cautery.    In  very  obstinate  cases,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  apply  the  tampon.     It  is  used  in  this  manner :  an  oblong  roll  of 
lint,  having  two  tapes  or  cords  passed  over  one  end  and  fastened  at 
the  other,  (for  the  convenience  of  its   removal,)  after  being  well 
greased,  is  passed  by  a  pair  of  forceps  beyond  the  bleeding  surface, 
the  bowels  having  been  previously  evacuated ;  the  portion  of  intestine 
exterior  to  this  must  then  be  filled  by  a  number  of  pledgets  of  lint ; 
at  the  anus  the  tapes  are  tied  firmly  to  a  hard  roll  of  lint,  which  is 
secured   by  a  T   bandage.    This  is  retained   with  difficulty,  and 
requires  all  the  effort  and  resolution  which  the  patient  can  command. 
Stricture  of  the  rectum  is  a  very  common  result  of  surgical  opera- 
tions performed   upon  it,  unless  the  precaution  is  taken  of  using 
bougies  or  meches  of  lint  during  the  process  of  healing  and  for  some 
time  after  the  cure.     It  requires  the  same  precautions  as  in  stricture 
of  the  urethra.     Mechanical  pressure  may  be  another  cause  of  this 
affection ;  thus,  a  displaced  uterus,  or  an  enlarged  prostate,  an  accu- 
mulation of  urine,  or  a  pelvic  tumor  of  any  kind,  making  pressure 
upon  the  rectum,  may  cause  a  temporary  or  permanent  stricture. 
Again,  we  may  meet  with  stricture  as  a  purely  spasmodic  affection ; 
also  a  result  of  malignant  disease.     We  are  suspicious  of  stricture  if 
there  is  troublesome  constipation,  and  at  the  same  time  the  feces  when 
passed  arc  habitually  altered  in  form.     A  digital  and  instrumental 
examination  will  confirm  our  suspicions.     The  locality  and  amount  of 
stricture  is  subject  to  variation ;   it  may  be  nearly  or  quite  beyond 
reach,  and  the  rectum  so  much  contracted  as  hardly  to  admit  the 
smallest  rectal  bougie.     The  treatment  demanded  is  similar  to  that  for 
like  affections  of  the  urethra,  unless  it  is  spasmodic,  demanding  con- 
stitutional remedies,  or  results  from  mechanical  obstruction,  which  is 
capable  of  removal.     Dilatation  by  bougies  has  been  effected  differ- 
ently by  different  surgeons ;  the  gum  clastic  or  linen  bag  is  the  most 
common  means ;  this  is  passed  by  a  probe  beyond  the  stricture,  and 
then  dilated  by  lint  pressed  into  it.    A  bladder  used  in  the  same 
manner  and  afterwards  filled  with  water,  has  been  recommended. 
Prof.  Mutter,  of  Philadelphia,  suggests  that  the  bladder  be  inflated, 
thus  making  an  air  bougie.     (Vid.  Lancet,  Aug.  2,   1845,  p.  139. 
Braithwaite's  Retros.,  part  xii.,  p.  202.)     Lastly,  incision  has  been 
resorted  to  when  bougies  fail  in  producing  the  required  dilatations. 

Two  forms  of  disease,  affecting  the  lowest  portion  of  the  rectum, 
remain  for  our  consideration :  fissure  of  the  anus,  and  fistula  in  ano. 
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Of  the  former,  but  few  words  will  be  needed  to  make  it  plain.  It  is 
a  disease  not  imcommon  in  venereal  women,  and  manifests  itself  with 
these  symptoms.  A  patient  will  complain  of  the  most  intolerable 
agony,  felt  at  the  anus,  during  and  continuing  some  time  after  an 
evacuation  of  the  bowels.  The  cause  of  this  excessive  pain  is  a 
superficial  ulcer,  or  kind  of  longitudinal  crevice,  just  within  the 
sphincter,  which  is  distended  or  lacerated  at  every  evacuation  of  the 
rectum.  Now  this  fissure,  although  the  cause  of  such  suffering,  is 
often  so  small,  and  in  the  contracted  state  of  the  sphincter  so  closed, 
as  to  defy  detection.  But  a  careful  digital  examination  will  detect  its 
locality  by  the  exquisite  tenderness  of  the  affected  part  The  treat- 
ment for  this  is  simple,  and  affords  immediate  relief.  It  consists  of 
the  division  of  the  sphincter  on  one  or  both  sides,  cutting  through  the 
fissure  if  practicable ;  the  incision  is  then  to  be  filled  with  lint  that  li 
may  close  by  granulations.  But  there  are  patients  that  will  not  sub- 
mit to  any  surgical  operation,  and  yet  relief  is  demanded.  A  pallia- 
tive measure  recommended  by  Malgaigne  consists  in  pinching  between 
the  fingers,  at  the  time  of  going  to  stool,  a  fold  of  the  anus  comprising 
the  fissure.  Stimulating  ointments,  as  the  mercurial  and  white  pre- 
cipitate, have  been  used ;  and  the  apphcation  of  the  nitrate  of  silver 
recommended.  Yet  there  is  no  treatment  so  satisfactory  in  its  results 
as  the  division  of  the  sphincter. 

The  last  subject  which  I  propose  to  consider  is  fistula  in  ano,  an 
affection  not  uncommon  in  scrofulous  persons.  Surgeons  have  gener- 
ally considered  the  disease  as  existing  in  three  different  forms,  and 
accordingly,  for  convenience  of  description,  have  given  the  names 
external,  internal,  and  complete  fistula.  These  names  indicate  the 
opening  of  the  fistula,  whether  externally  alone,  internally  alone,  or 
both  externally  and  internally,  the  two  openings  mutually  communi- 
cating. But  we  have  been  led  to  conclude  that  a  fistula  without  an 
internal  opening  is  very  rare;  indeed,  that  its  origin  in  all  cases  is 
either  in  the  mucous  membrane  or  the  muscular  portion  of  the  rec- 
tum. We  know  that  an  abscess  may  occur  in  the  neighhborhood  of 
the  rectum,  but  there  is  not  more  difficulty  in  healing  this  than  of  an 
abscess  elsewhere  located ;  neither  do  we  see  why  the  ceUulo-adipose 
tissue  just  exterior  to  the  rectum  should  be  more  liable  to  abscess  than 
that  of  the  axilla.  There  is  no  reason  why  an  abscess  occurring  in 
this  region,  if  it  has  no  communication  with  the  intestine,  should  have 
a  fetid  discharge,  which  the  abscess  of  fistula  usually  has.  But  may 
not  fistula  originate  in  this  manner?  You  are  aware  that  portions  of 
intestine  often  present  such  pathological  conditions  as  these :  patches 
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of  ulceration,  either  confined  to  the  mucous  membrane,  being  limited 
hj  the  investing  peritoneum,  a  serous  membrane ;  or  extending  still 
farther,  involving  this  serous  membrane,  and  its  progress  then  checked 
by  adhesions  between  contiguous  portions  of  the  same;  but  lastly, 
failing  in  such  adhesions,  perforation  of  the  intestine  results.     It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  remind  you  that  phthisis  and  typhoid  fever  afford 
such  examples.     Now  in  scrofulous  subjects,  and  in  these  fistula  most 
frequently  occur,  disease  of  the  mucous  membrane  is  very  common, 
and  it  may  occur  in  any  portion  of  it.     Bearing  in  mind  then,  gentle- 
men, that  the  rectum  is  not  wholly  invested  by  peritoneum,  we  believe 
that  ulceration  and  perforation  may  occur  in  the  portion  destitute  of  it. 
This  opinion  as  to  the  origin  of  fistula,  is  that  which  Sir  B.  Brodie 
and  others  have  advocated.     But  fistula  may  originate  from  a  very 
apparent  cause.     Impacted  feces,  or  foreign  bodies  impacted  in  them, 
(as  a  fish  bone  or  some  indigestible  substance,)  may  abrade  the 
mucous    membrane  when  closely  pressed  by  the   sphincter,    and 
become  the  starting  point  for  an  nicer  which  may  become  fistulous. 
An  ulcer  in  this  region  may  also  occur  idiopathically.     But  it  matters 
not  from  what  soiuce  this  internal  abrasion  arises ;  when  made,  its 
tendency  is  to  become  deeper  by  the  pressure  against  it  of  irritating 
substances,  and  to  extend  both  above  and  below  in  the  direction  where 
the  least  resistance  is  offered,  till  it  opens  externaUy  near  the  anus. 
It  is  interesting  to  see  what  difference  of  opinion  has  prevailed 
as  to  the  place  of  the  internal  opening  of  fistula.     Many  suppose  that 
it  is  at  the  extreme  upper  end  of  the  fistulous  track.    This  is  quite  a 
mistake.    Velpeau,  who  made  a  number  of  examinations,  in  investi- 
gating this  subject,  says :    ^  Out  of  thirty-five  fistulas,  which  I  was 
enabled  to  examine  for  this  purpose,  in  1838,  either  upon  the  dead 
body  or  during  life,  I  found  four  in  which  the  ulcer  in  the  rectum  was 
as  high  up  as  an  inch  and  a  half,  or  two  or,  two  and  a  half  inches, 
and  consequently  a  little  above  the  external  sphincter.    A  fifth  exam- 
ple among  these  fistulas,  even  reached  as  high  as  over  three  inches, 
for  it  could  scarcely  be  reached  by  means  of  Uie  finger,  but  this  was 
aflter  it  had  made  a  long  track  between  the  mucous  membrane  and 
the  other  tunics  of  the  rectum.    The  others  opened  at  the  entrance  of 
e  anus,  or  at  a  few  lines  within  it,  in  conformity  to  the  opinion  of  M. 
Bibes.    Three  of  them  even  had  their  orifice  outside  the  villous  mem- 
brane of  the  anus,  and  two  only  were  found  a  little  nearer  to  the  valve 
of  the  sphincter  than  they  were  to  the  integuments.    I  could  at  the 
present  day  enumerate  as  many  as  a  hundred  eases  of  this  descrip- 
tion, and  in  which  the  same  distances  were  always  observed.    Thus 
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experience  «  •  *  authorizes  ns  in  asserting  that  certain  fistulas 
may  open  upon  the  skin  itself  at  the  entrance  of  the  anus ;  that  most 
of  them  have  their  orifice  between  the  sphincters,  and  that  it  is  also 
not  very  unconunon  to  meet  with  them  at  a  short  distance  above." 
(Yelpeau's  Operat  Surg.,  vol.  iiL,  p.  1118.)  Prof.  Sjme  sajs  of  the 
internal  opening  of  fistula,  ^  I  used  to  think  it  was  to  be  found  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  sinus,  but  it  is  never  found  there  if  the  sinus  runs 
high  up.  You  must  search  for  it  immediately  above  the  sphincter 
muscle."  (Lancet,  Jan.  26th,  1844,  p.  533.)  M.  Ribes  has  studied 
this  with  great  care.  He  examined  seventy-five  bodies,  and  found 
the  internal  orifice  to  be  '^  most  commonly  a  little  above  the  place 
where  the  union  is  effected  between  the  membrane  lining  the  rectum 
and  the  external  skin,  sometimes  also  a  little  higher  up  ;  but  the 
opening  is  never  situated  above  five  or  six  lines  high.  The  opening 
itself  appeared  as  if  ragged  or  torn ;  in  the  greater  number  it  was 
soft,  but  hard  and  callous  in  a  few."  (Dublin  Hosp.  Gazette,  April 
1,  1854,  p.  68.)  The  diagnosis  of  fistula  is  easy.  In  the  forming 
stage  there  is  a  feeling  of  fullness  and  weight  about  the  anus,  attended 
with  hardness  and  tenderness.  The  pain  is  increased  by  an  evacua- 
tion of  the  bowels,  and  at  length  a  little  abscess,  the  cause  of  the  pain, 
bursts,  and  the  fistula  is  fully  formed.  From  this  time  there  remains 
a  little  ulcer  near  the  anus. 

The  treatment  for  fistula  in  ano  consists  of  injections,  compression, 
caustic,  or  ligature,  each  designed  to  create  a  new  action  through  the 
fistulous  track,  causing  it  to  heal  by  granulation.  But  that  to  be 
preferred  to  all,  is  the  division  of  the  intestine,  and  all  intervening 
from  one  fistulous  opening  to  the  other,  keeping  the  wound  separated 
by  a  fold  of  lint  until  it  heals  by  granulation ;  the  incision  should  foUow 
a  director  passed  from  the  external  to  the  internal  opening.  This 
operation  is  not  difficult,  and  results  in  a  perfectly  satisfactory  cure. 
We  should  add,  before  leaving  the  subject,  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
divide  the  fistula  above  the  inner  opening,  (should  it  extend  up  the 
side  of  the  rectum ;)  if  it  is  made  free  below,  the  upper  portion  readily 

heals. 

We  have  thus  very  imperfectly  considered  the  Surgical  Diseases  of 
the  Rectum ;  and  although  your  patience  is  already  exhausted,  I  must 
crave  indulgence  one  moment  longer.  There  are  times  when  tlie 
propriety  of  any  operation  may  be  very  questionable.  A  patient, 
wasting  with  phthisis,  should  not  be  compelled  to  undergo  an  opera- 
tion for  fistula  in  ano  ;  neither  should  one  predisposed  to  apoplexy^ 
have  bleeding  hemorrhoids  suddenly  checked,  unless  the  system  has 
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been  properly  prepared  for  it,  and  after-treatment  is  carefully  attended 
to.  In  short,  any  one  suffering  under  an  incurable  disease  would  not 
be  a  proper  subject  for  the  surgeon's  skill,  unless  the  malady  was 
increased  or  his  life  endangered  through  want  of  the  operation, 
Neither  should  an  operation  be  performed,  if  thereby  a  no  less 
troublesome  affection  might  result ;  thus  fistula  should  not  be  opened 
into  the  vagina,  for  an  unhealed  perineum  would  probably  remain,  a 
worse  evil  than  the  former.  I  would  not  dilate  or  divide,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  a  stricture  dependent  upon  malignant  disease  of 
the  rectum.  Our  duty  is  in  all  hopeless  cases  to  palliate  and  make 
the  last  days  as  comfortable  as  possible.  These  suggestions,  gentle- 
men, complete  what  we  have  to  say  upon  this  class  of  diseases. 
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Wm.  C.  Williams,  M.  D.,  was  bom  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  A.  D. 
1800.  He  pursued  his  medical  studies  with  Dr.  Hubbard,  a  promi- 
nent practitioner  of  that  time,  in  Pomfret  Conn.  He  attended  lec- 
tures at  New  Haven  in  1820.  When  he  received  a  license  to  prac- 
tice, he  soon  located  in  Boxburj,  Ct,  where  he  commenced  practice 
and  did  a  large  business,  having  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
community,  who  appreciated  his  good  sense  and  his  quiet  and  unob- 
trusive manners.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Boxburj  in  1828.  After  a  successful  practice  in  this  place 
of  nine  years,  he  removed  to  Manchester,  Ct.,  in  1829,  and  was  soon 
in  full  business.  In  the  year  1842  he  received  the  honorary  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society.  Dr. 
Williams  was  naturally  of  a  robust  habit  of  body,  and  of  vigorous 
constitution  and  had  good  health,  with  the  exception  of  attacks  of 
neuralgia  occasionally  for  the  last  few  years  of  his  life,  but  not  of  that 
severity  that  prevented  his  attending  to  his  professional  business.  In 
January  of  1857,  in  consequence  of  exposure  in  visiting  a  patient,  he 
froze  one  of  his  feet  and  became  very  much  chilled,  and  never  after 
that  felt  restored  to  his  usual  former  health.  In  the  spring  of  1857 
he  experienced  some  heavy  pecuniary  losses,  which  so  affected  his 
mind  that  he  became  very  much  depressed  and  dejected  in  spirit,  so 
much  so  that  all  the  influence  of  his  friends  to  comfort  him  had  no 
effect.  During  the  summer  he  had  sleepless  nights,  but  unwilling  to 
take  any  anodyne  or  other  medicine  for  his  relief,  he  became  very 

much  emaciated,  felt  that  his  family  were  coming  to  want,  and  on  the 
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morning  of  the  sixth  of  October,  in  a  fit  of  temporary  insanity,  he 
put  an  end  to  his  own  life,  aged  57  years. 

Dr.  Williams  was  a  man  quiet  and  unobtrusive  in  his  manners,  was 
honest  and  upright  in  his  dealings,  and  characterized  by  his  strict 
integrity.  In  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  he  was  respected  as 
a  kind  physician  and  quiet  man,  enjoying  the  respect  of  his  neighbors 
and  acquaintances.  Social  in  his  feelings,  kind  and  amiable  in  his 
manners,  he  stood  well  in  the  estimation  of  his  medical  brethren  and 
enjoyed  their  confidence.  He  was  very  particular  to  observe,  in  all 
cases,  medical  etiquette  with  his  brethren.  He  had  no  sympathy  with 
quacks  or  quackery,  or  with  those  who  followed  them.  He  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  various  isms  in  medicine  of  the  present 
day,  considering  that  a  proper  medical  education  is  indispensably  nec- 
essary to  the  proper  practice  of  the  profession. 

He  was  a  kind  father  and  afiectionate  husband,  affording  his  chil- 
dren the  advantages  of  a  good  education,  and  was  loved  and  respected 
by  them.    They  deeply  feel  his  loss  and  deplore  his  untimely  end. 


A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 

OF  THE  LATE 

JOHN    S.    PETERS,   M.   D.,   LL.  D., 

BY  J.  B.   LEWIS,  M.  D.,  OF  YSBMON. 


John  S.  Peters  was  bom  at  Hebron,  Connecticut,  on  the  21st  day 
of  September,  A.  D.  1772.  His  father,  Bemslie  Peters,  was  a  native  of 
Hebron,  as  was  also  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Annis 
Shipman.  They  had  seven  children,  6f  whom  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  the  fifth. 

Their  paternal  ancestors  were  English,  and  their  traditionary  his- 
tory, as  handed  down  from  father  to  son,  is  as  follows :  Lord  Peters, 

of ,  England,  had  three  sons,  Thomas,  Hugh  and  William, 

all  of  whom  were  liberally  educated  men,  and  all  dissenters  from  the 
established  religion.  They  formed  a  part  of  that  little  band  who,  to 
escape  persecution,  fled  to  Holland,  and  from  thence,  in  1620,  came  to 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts.  Thomas,  the  eldest  brother,  was  a  clergy- 
man and  settled  at  Saybrook,  where  he  died,  leaving  no  children. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Yale  College,  first  located  at  Say- 
brook,  and  removed  to  New  Haven  in  1700;  and  his  library,  which 
he  bequeathed  to  the  College,  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  present  ex- 
tensive one  belonging  to  that  Institution. 

Hugh,  the  second  brother,  was  also  a  clergyman  and  settled  at  Sa- 
lem, Massachusetts,  where  he  resided  until  the  rebellion  against  Charles 
1st  had  made  some  progress,  when,  in  the  plentitude  of  his  zeal,  he 
returned  to  England  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  support  of  Crom- 
well. On  the  restoration  of  Charles  2d,  he  died  on  the  scafibld,  a 
traitor  or  martyr,  according  to  the  opinion  or  fashion  of  the  day.  He 
had  one  child,  a  daughter,  who  married  a  highly  respectable  citizen 
of  Boston,  whose  name  is  not  known. 

William  was  a  merchant,  and  settled  at  Mendon,  Massachusetts. 
He  lefl  a  large  family,  and  from  him,  it  is  believed,  all  of  the  name 
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now  living  in  New  England  descended.  John  Peters,  one  of  the  de- 
scendants of  William,  removed  from  Mendon  to  Hebron  in  1718,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town.  He  left  a  large  familj, 
among  whom  was  Rev.  Samuel  Peters,  D.  D.,  and  Bemslie  Peters, 
the  father  of  John  S.  Peters. 

In  the  year  1774,  Bemslie  Peters  removed  with  his  family  to 
Mooretown,  Vermont,  to  act  as  the  land  agent  of  his  brother  Samuel 
and  Grovemor  Moore,  of  New  York,  who  had  jointly  purchased  the 
township  ;  but  in  consequence  of  their  failure  to  procure  a  title  to  the 
land  they  had  purchased,  and  entertaining  fears  of  a  murderous  de- 
scent of  Canadian  Indians — a  war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  col- 
onies being  in  embryo — ^he  returned  with  his  family  to  Hebron  the 
year  following. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  Bemslie  Peters, 
with  most  of  the  other  descendants  of  John  Peters  then  living  in 
Hebron,  took  the  side  of  the  king  and  were  determined  royalists. 
He  continued  to  reside  in  Hebron  with  his  family  until  1777,  when 
he  went  to  New  York  city,  then  in  the  possession  of  the  royal  forces, 
and  soon  after  sailed  for  England  and  joined  his  brother  Samuel  in 
London.  For  his  loyalty  he  obtained  a  captain's  commission,  and 
resided  in  England  on  half  pay  until  1794,  when  he  drew  a  large 
tract  of  land  near  Little  York,  in  Upper  Canada,  to  which  place  he 
removed  and  died  in  the  year  1799. 

The  family  of  Bemshe  Peters  were  left  by  him  in  moderate  pecun- 
iary circumstances,  and  wholly  dependent  upon]  the  mother,  who  dis- 
charged her  duty  to  them  faithfully.  John  S.  continued  to  reside  at 
home  until  the  age  of  seven  years,  when  he  was  placed  by  his  mother 
in  the  family  of  a  neighboring  farmer  to  do  boy's  work,  where  he  re- 
mained until  fourteen  years  of  age.  For  the  next  four  years  he 
worked  for  farmers  for  wages  during  the  summer,  and  attended  the 
district  school  in  winter.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  procured  employ- 
ment as  a  teacher,  and  continued  to  teach  the  district  school  for  the 
four  succeeding  winters.  At  the  age  of  twenty,  having  made  choice 
of  the  medical  profession,  he  commenced  its  study  with  Doctor  Ben- 
jamin Peters,  of  Marbletown,  Ulster  County,  New  York,  with  whom 
he  remained  six  months.  The  succeeding  summers  were  spent  by 
him  in  the  study  of  his  profession,  with  Doctor  Abner  Mosley,  of 
Glastenbury.  In  November,  1796,  he  went  to  Philadelphia  to  com- 
plete his  professional  studies,  and  there  attended  the  anatomical  lec- 
tures of  Doctors  Shipen  and  Wistar,  the  chemical  lectures  of  Doctor 
Woodhouse,  and  the  Medical  Institute  of  Doctor  Rush.     He  returned 
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to  Hebron  in  March,  1797,  and  in  the  month  of  May  following  made 
a  trip  up  the  Gonnecticnt  river  to  near  Canada  line,  examining  the 
localities  on  the  route,  with  a  view  of  finding  a  place  to  settle ;  but 
being  unable  to  find  one  to  suit  him,  he  returned  home,  and,  in  his 
own  words,  "  sat  down  disoouniged,  having  spent  twenty-four  years  of 
his  life,  and  all  his  money."  In  a  short  time  his  neighbors  began  to 
call  on  him  for  medical  advice,  and  he  soon  had  as  much  professional 
business  as  he  could  attend  to.  In  the  spring  following,  he  removed 
to  the  village  of  Hebron  and  established  himself  as  a  physician,  which 
place  became  his  permanent  residence. 

At  an  early  day  he  connected  himself  with  the  Tolland  County 
Medical  Society,  and  in  1804  was  elected  a  Fellow  in  the  State  Soci- 
ety. He  was  annually  re-elected  to  this  office  during  the  succeeding 
ten  years,  and  took  an  active  part  in  both  State  and  Coimty  organiza- 
tions. Again,  in  1815  we  find  him  in  the  list  of  Fellows,  to  which 
office  he  was  annually  elected  until  1828.  In  1824  he  was  again  and 
for  the  last  time  placed  by  his  professional  brethren  of  Tolland 
County  among  her  delegates.  In  the  State  Society  his  superior  tal- 
ents were  duly  appreciated,  and  he  was  honored  with  several  of  its 
most  important  offices.  During^  ten  consecutive  years,  1817  to  1827, 
he  continued  its  Treasurer,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Vice  President.  Serving  in  this  latter  capac- 
ity until  1829,  the  Society  then  conferred  upon  him  the  highest  honor 
in  their  power — elected  him  their  President.  He  served  as  President 
of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  until  1832,  when  he  withdrew 
from  an  active  participation  in  its  afiairs,  but  ever  remained  deeply 
interested  in  its  prosperity. 

Doctor  Peters  was  considered  a  very  skillful  physician,  and  had  an 
extensive  practice  in  his  own  and  the  adjoining  towns.  He  was  a  man 
of  studious  habits,  and  his  active  mind  was  well  stored  and  enriched  with 
the  best  and  most  valuable  medical  literature  of  his  day.  In  addition  to 
this,  he  possessed  a  mass  of  invaluable  practical  knowledge,  obtained 
in  his  arduous,  every  day  practice.  His  readiness  to  attend  to  the 
call  of  the  sick  and  the  suffering  was  every  where  proverbial.  The 
poor  never  applied  to  him  in  vain.  Of  them  he  used  to  say,  "  God 
is  their  pay-master." 

He  had,  during  his  professional  career,  quite  a  number  of  medical 
students.  The  venerable  Doctor  Jehiel  Williams,  of  New  Milford ; 
Doctor  Samuel  Simons,  who  died  at  Bridgeport  a  few  years  since  ;  and 
Rev.  Ezekiel  Skinner,  M.  D.,  at  one  time  Governor  of  the  colony  at 
Liberia,  were  among  the  earliest. 
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Trae  to  the  spirit  of  his  ancestors,  Doctor  Peters  was  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  political  questions  of  his  day,  and  when  quite  a  young 
man  took  strong  partisan  grounds.  As  a  candidate  for  office  he  was 
very  popular  in  his  own  town,  and  seldom  beaten.  He  labored  hard 
in  his  profession,  and  yet  found  time  to  attend  £uthfully  to  the  various 
town  offices  which  he  held.  For  some  twenty  years  he  was  Town 
Clerk,  besides  occasionally  holding  the  office  of  Selectman  or  Asses- 
sor. He  was  also  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  old  District  of  Hebron 
for  many  years.  He  represented  his  town  several  times  in  the  lower 
house  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  was  several  years  State  Sena- 
tor. In  April,  1827,  he  was  elected  Lieut  Grovemor,  which  office  he 
held  until  1831,  when  he  was  elected  Governor,  and  re-elected  in  1832. 
After  his  retirement  from  the  office  of  GrOvemor,  he  was  never  a 
candidate  for  any  office  except  that  of  Presidential  Elector.  He  was 
frequently  solicited  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  as  a  candidate  for 
Representative  and  Senator  in  the  General  Assembly,  but  always 
declined.  He  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  superintend  the 
erection  of  the  State  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  and  was  also  for  sev- 
eral years  one  of  the  Directors  of  that  Institution,  and  in  both  capac- 
ities rendered  the  State  eminent  service.  In  1824  he  was  elected  by 
one  branch  of  the  General  Assembly,  a  Senator  in  Congress ;  the 
other  branch  elected  the  Hon.  Calvin  Willey,  and  both  adhered  to 
their  vote.     At  the  following  session  Mr.  Willey  was  chosen. 

On  his  election  to  the  office  of  Governor,  he  retired  as  much  as 
possible  from  the  practice  of  his  profession,  or  in  his  own  language, 
'^  as  soon  as  he  could  leave  his  old  friends  in  the  care  of  others." 
When  called  upon,  however,  he  continued  through  life  to  give  medi- 
cal advice  to  his  personal  friends. 

After  his  retirement  from  office  in  1833,  he  spent  much  of  his  time 
superintending  his  private  affairs,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  com- 
petency he  had  acquired.  He  took  much  pleasure  in  visiting  differ- 
ent portions  of  our  country,  and  made  several  trips  into  the  Western 
States  and  Canada.  In  the  spring  of  1834,  he  in  company  with  the 
late  Abner  Hendee,  visited  Washington,  and  while  there  they  were 
introduced  to  President  Jackson  by  their  friend,  Hon.  Henry  L.  Ells- 
worth, who  was  then  on  very  intimate  terms  with  the  President,  The 
following  is  Doctor  Peters*  account  of  the  interview :  "  General  Jack- 
son is,  in  his  calm  hours,  one  of  the  most  polite  men  I  ever  knew ; 
when  angry  he  is  a  tiger.  We  were  privileged  with  a  long  visit,  in 
which  my  friend  stirred  up  the  General  by  introducing  a  favorite 
measure  in  which  the  Senate  opposed  hinu     The  pipe  was  at  once 
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taken  from  his  lips ;  his  cane  rattled  upon  the  floor,  and  he  roared 
out,  ^  I  can  do  nothing  for  this  cursed  Senate !  *  Mr.  Ellsworth  intro- 
duced a  new  subject,  and  the  President  was  calm  again,  and  his  conver- 
sation interesting.  When  we  leflt,  Mr.  Ellsworth  remarked,  '  I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  show  you  the  whole  of  the  President.' " 

Doctor  Peters  possessed  a  good  physical  constitution,  and  up  to 
within  two  years  of  his  death,  enjoyed  perfect  health.  During  the 
last  two  years  of  his  life  he  was  afflicted  with  a  disease  of  the  kid- 
neys and  bladder,  which  was  at  times  very  painful.  When  in  the 
eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age  he  made  the  following  memorandum  in 
his  note  book :  "  I  am  now  in  my  eighty-fourth  year.  I  enjoy  good 
health  and  have  a  competency  of  this  world's  goods,  and  am  waiting  pa- 
tiently for  that  change  which  I  know  must  soon  come.  I  have  had  my 
full  share  of  the  labors  of  a  country  physician,  and  more  of  political 
offices  and  labors  than  ordinarily  fall  to  the  share  of  one  citizen." 

During  the  last  two  years  of  his  life  he  frequently  spoke  of  "  the 
change  that  soon  awaited  him,"  and  always  referred  to  it  cheerfully, 
and  with  the  true  spirit  of  a  christian  and  a  philosopher.  He  died  on 
Tuesday,  the  SOth  day  of  March  last,  and  on  the  Friday  following 
was  buried  in  the  cemetery  attached  to  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
Hebron. 

In  his  religion  he  was  a  sincere  Christian  and  an  humble  worshiper. 
His  parents  and  the  Peters  family  generally,  were  Episcopalians. 
He  was  ardently  attached  to  the  Church,  and  contributed  liberally  of 
his  means  to  its  support.  To  the  parish  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  in 
Hebron,  he  was  a  munificent  benefactor.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  College,  which  Institution  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D. 

Both  as  a  physician  and  as  a  man.  Doctor  Peters  had  a  strong  hold 
upon  the  affection  of  his  townsmen.  In  a  paper  received  from  the 
Hon.  Lucius  J.  Hendee,  and  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  nearly  all 
the  facts  contained  in  this  sketch,  that  friend  of  Doctor  Peters  writes, 
that  ^  Governor  Peters  was  a  most  agreeable  companion  and  a  warm 
and  true  friend.  His  conversational  powers  were  superior,  and  all 
who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance  will  long  remember 
his  lively  and  keen  wit,  his  inexhaustible  fund  of  anecdotes  and  sto- 
ries, and  his  inimitable  manner  of  relating  them." 

Doctor  Peters  lived  and  died  a  bachelor.  He  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  having 
scarcely  money  enough  to  buy  medicine  in  the  smallest  quantities, 
and  visiting  his  first  patients  on  foot.    By  industry,  economy,  perse 
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veranoe,  and  the  practice  of  strict  integrity,  he  acquired  a  handsome 
estate,  rose  to  eminence  in  his  profession,  and  was  honored  by  the 
people  of  his  native  State  with  the  highest  office  in  their  gift 

In  the  memory  of  John  S.  Peters,  the  State  of  Connecticut  has 
much  that  is  worthy  of  being  cherished,  but  more  especially  has  tJie 
Connecticut  Medical  Society  reason  to  hold  his  name  in  grateful  re- 
membrance, and  record  it  among  those  of  her  worthy  sons  who  have 
done  honor  to  their  profession.  One  and  another  of  those  remarkable 
men,  who  were  pioneers  of  this  Society,  have  gone  down  to  the  tomb ; 
and  to  many  of  them  Death  has  come  not  untU  the  usual  alloted  time 
of  man's  existence.  After  long  and  well  spent  liyes,  their  gray  hairs 
have  gone  down  with  honor  to  the  grave.  Peace  to  their  ashes  I 
Honor  to  their  memories  I 

In  passing  her  eye  over  the  brilliant  galaxy  of  names  of  those  of 
her  sons  who  are  now  numbered  with  the  illustrious  dead,  well  might 
this  Society  exclaim,  with  all  the  animated  warmth  that  glowed 
within  the  bosom  of  the  Roman  mother,  '^  These  are  myjewekf" 

Vernon,  Ct.,  May,  1858. 
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FOR  1859-60. 


President. 
ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  op  Franklin. 

Vice-President. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITHy  M.  D.,  op  Litohpibld. 

Treasurer. 
GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  op  New  Haven. 

Secretary. 
PANET  M.  HASTINGS,  M.  D.,  op  Hartford. 

Sftortbtng  Committetsf. 

OommiUee  on  Examination. 

ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  ex  officio. 

JAMES  WELCH,  M.  D. 

ELISHA  B.  NYE,  M.  D. 

TIMOTHY  DIMOCK,  M.  D. 

A.  T.  DOUGLASS,  M.  D. 

S.  B.  BERESFORD,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 

GEORGE  BLACKMAN,  M.  D. 
B.  B.  NORTH,  M.  D. 
WM.  WOODBRIDGE,  M.  D. 
G.  B.  HAWLEY,  M.  D. 
LEWIS  WILLIAMS,  M.  D, 


OommiUee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  JkstUution  of  Tale 

OoUege. 

RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  WOODRUFF,  M.  D. 
JOHN  B.  LEWIS,  M.  D. 
ALBERT  MORRISON,  M.  D. 
BENJ.  H.  CATLIN,  M.  D. 

Cbmmittee  on  Eegistration, 

S.  G.  HUBBARD,  M.  D. 
GURDON  W.  RUSSELL,  M.  D. 
BENJ.  H.  CATLIN,  M.  D. 

Oommittee  on  PMication. 

P.  M.  HASTINGS,  M.  D. 
ROBERT  HUBBARD,  M.  D. 
P.  G.  ROCKWELL,  M.  D. 
G.  B.  HAWLEY,  M.  D. 
J.  B.  LEWIS,  M.  D. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society,  was  held  in  the  city  of  Middletovm,  May 
25th  and  26th,  1859. 

The  President,  Ashbel  Woodward,  M.  D.,  called  the  Convention  to 
order  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Dudley,  of  Middletown. 

The  Secretary  having  read  a  list  of  Fellows  returned  by  the  Clerks 
of  the  several  Counties,  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a 
Committee  on  Credentials,  viz. : 

Drs.  S.  T.  Salisbury,  H.  W.  E.  Matthews,  and  Wm.  A.  Lewis. 

The  following  list  of  Fellows  for  the  present  year  was  reported  by 
Dr.  Salisbury,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  viz. : 

FELLOWS. 

Hartford  County. 

S.  B.  Beresford,  M.  D.  A.  Morrison,  M.  D. 

G.  B.  Hawley,  M.  D.  Sidney  Rockwell,  M.  D. 

C.  E.  Hammond,  M.  D. 

New  London  County. 

*E  Bentley,  M.  D.  *Wm.  Hyde,  Jr.,  M.  D. 

*A.  W.  Coats,  M.  D.  E.  Phinney,  M.  D. 

A.  T.  Douglas,  M.  D. 

Fairfield  County. 

Justus  Sherwood,  M.  D.  ♦£.  P.  Bennett,  M.  D. 

A.  L.  Williams,  M.  D.  ♦M.  B.  Pardee,  M.  D. 

D.  H.  Nash,  M.  D. 

*  Absent 
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Middlesex  Couittt. 

Eliflha  B.  Nye,  M.  D.  Edwin  Bidwell,  M.  D. 

A.  B.  Worthington,  M.  D. 

New  Hayek  County. 
J.  Knight,  M.  D.  A.  C.  Woodward,  M.  D. 

C.  Hooker,  M.  D.  H.  W.  E.  Matthews,  M.  D. 

H.  W.  Painter,  M.  D. 

Windham  County. 

Samuel  Hutchins,  M.  D.  Lewis  Williams,  M.  D. 

Justin  Hammond,  M.  D.  Wm.  A.  Lewis,  M.  D. 

♦Lowell  Holbrook,  M.  D. 

Litchfield  County. 

Samuel  T.  Salisbury,  M.  D.  George  Seymour,  M.  D. 

John  H.  Welch,  M.  D.  *G.  B.  Miller,  M.  D. 

Benjamin  Welch,  M.  D. 

Tolland  County. 

Charles  F.  Sumner,  M.  D.  O.  B.  Griggs,  M.  D. 

John  B.  Lewis,  M.  D. 

On  motion,  the  Address  of  the  President  and  the  Dissertation  were 
deferred  until  the  Evening  Session. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  S.  B.  Beresford,  George  Seymour, 
and  Lewis  Williams,  a  Committee  on  the  Unfinished  Business  of  the 
last  year. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  following  communications  received, 
viz.: — 

The  papers  relating  to  the  action  of  the  Hartford  County  Medical 
Meeting,  in  the  case  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Curtiss. 

A  series  of  Resolutions  on  Anesthesia,  from  the  Hartford  Medical 
Society,  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  C.  Hooker,  ,< 

Benj.  Welch  and  O.  B.  Griggs. 

A  communication  relating  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Directors 
of  the  State  Prison,  abolishing  the  Lisane  Department  of  the  prison, 
referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  viz. : 

Drs.  Bedcwith,  Hawley  and  Hunt 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  then  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee for  examination,  viz. : 


*  Absent. 


Drs.  Rockwell,  Painter^  Phinnej,  Miller,  Bidwell,  Holbrook  and 
C.  F.  Sumner. 
The  Committee  on  Debentures  was  appointed  as  follows,  viz^: 
Drs.  Nje,  Hutchins  and  A.  C.  Woodward. 

The  Committee  on  Examinations  were  filled  by  ballot  as  follows, 
viz.: 

Elisha  B.  Nje,  M.  D.,  vice  Wm.  B.  Carey,  M.  D.,  removed. 
A.  T.  Douglass,  M.  D. 
S.  B.  Beresford,  M.  D. 
Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  Retreat  for  the  Insane : 

G.  B.  Hawley,  M.  D. 
Lewis  Williams,  M.  D. 
Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  Medical  Institution  of  Yale 
College: 

Albert  Morrison,  M.  D. 
Benj.  H.  Catlin,  M.  D. 
The  President  appointed  Benj.  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
in  Committee  on  Registration;  and 

6.  B.  Hawley,  M.  D.  and  J.  B.  Lewis,  M.  D.,  to  fill  vacancies  in 
Committee  on  Publication. 
The  President  appointed  the  following  Committees,  viz. : 
Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  American  Medical  Association 
for  1860 — Drs.  Hooker,  Morrison,  Phinney,  Pardee,  Bidwell,  W.  A. 
Lewis,  Salisbury,  C.  F.  Sumner. 

Conmiittee  on  Gratuitous  Course  of  Lectures^Drs.  Douglass, 
Hammond,  Matthews,  W.  A.  Lewis,  Bennett,  J.  H.  Welch,  Worth- 
ington,  Griggs. 

Committee  on  Honorary  Members  and  Honorary  Degrees — Drs. 
Benjamin  Welch,  Douglas,  J.  B.  Lewis,  A.  C.  Woodward,  Sidney 
Rockwell,  Hutchins,  Williams  and  Worthington. 

Conmiittee  to  nominate  Dissertator  and  Alternate— Drs.  Knight,  C. 
£.  Hammond,  Phinney,  J.  Hammond,  Salisbury,  Griggs,  Nye  and 
Sherwood. 

Dr.  C.  Hooker,  Chairman, 

Recommended  the  following  gentlemen  as  Delegates  to  the  Amen* 
can  Medical  Association  for  1860,  viz. : 

Ashbd  Woodward,  M.  D. 
J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D. 
George  O.  Sumner,  M.  D. 
P.  M.  Hastings,  M.  D. 
Adopted 


i  I 

I 


I 

8  I 

Dr.  A.  T.  Douglass,  Chairman, 

Beoommended  Elmore  C.  Hine,  of  PlTmouth,  for  a  gratuitous 
course  of  lectures  at  the  Medical  Institution  of  Tale  College;  report- 
ing further,  that  the  other  candidates  recommended  by  the  several 
County  Meetings  were  found  ineligible. 

Report  adopted. 

Dr.  Knight,  Chairman,  recommended  for 
Dissertator — ^A.  B.  Haile,  M.  D. 
Alternate — J.  B.  Lewis,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Beresford,  Chairman, 

Reported  that  the  Conmiittee  on  Unfinished  Business  of  the  last 
Convention,  found  none  which  they  deemed  worthy  of  attention  at  the 
present  time. 

Report  accepted. 

No  report  from  Committee  on  Examination  had  been  prepared. 

Dr.  Rockwell,  Chairman  of  Conmiittee  to  audit  accounts  of  Treas- 
urer, reported  that  they  had  found  the  accounts  correct  Report  of 
the  Treasurer  was  then  accepted. 

The  following  summary  of  accounts  was  presented  by  Dr.  6.  O. 
Sumner,  Treasurer,  for  publication,  viz: 

Gevieral  Summary. 
Cash  in  the  Treasury,  -  -  -  .  $87.95 

Due  fix)m  Clerks  of  Counties,      -  -  $1,098.63 

Deduct  half  of  this  for  Bad  Debts,  Abatements, 

Commissions,  &c.,  ...  549.31^ 

Leaves  .  -  .  -  549.31^ 


Total  of  Cash  and  due  from  Clerks,  -  $637.26^ 

The  Society  owes  for  Debentures  outstanding,  462.50 

Leaves  Balance  in  fiivor  of  the  Society,        -  $174.76^ 

New  Haven,  May  24th,  1859. 

GEO.  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 

Dr.  Knight  stated  that  the  American  Medical  Association,  at  their 
recent  meeting  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  had  decided  to  accept  the  invitation 
of  the  New  Haven  Medical  Society,  and  would  hold  their  next  annual 
meeting  in  New  Haven. 

Dr.  Beckwith  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unani- 
mously adopted,  viz. : 


Xetohedj  That  we  are  bi^y  gratified  with  the  aimouncement  that 
the  American  Medical  Association  are  to  honor  oar  State  with  its 
annual  meeting  in  June,  I860. 

Eewhed,  That  m  accordance  with  liie  resolution  adopted  by  us  in 
Convention  of  May,  1857,  we  will  cheerfully  unite  with  the  physi- 
cians in  New  Haven,  in  giving  a  cordial  welcome  to  our  brethren  of 
the  National  Association. 

Eesolvedj  That  for  this  purpose  a  committee  of  three  from  each 
county  be  appointed  by  the  Fellows  from  the  several  counties,  to  co- 
operate with  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  at  New  Haven. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  to  accept  an  invitation  from 
the  Middletown  Medical  Society,  to  visit  the  Portland  Quarries. 

Evening  Semoti,  8  o'clock. 

Dr.  C.  Hooker,  Chairman  of  Select  Committee,  reported  that  they 
had  examined  the  papers  submitted  by  the  Hartford  County  Medical 
Society  relative  to  Dr.  J.  S.  Curtiss,  and  found  them  correct  and  in 
accordance  with  the  By-Laws  of  this  Society,  and  would  submit  the 
following  resolution,  viz: 

Resohedj  That  the  action  of  the  Hartford  County  Meeting  in  rela- 
tion to  Dr.  J.  S.  Curtiss,  has  been  in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws  of 
the  Society,  and  that  the  expulsion  of  said  Curtiss  is  hereby  con- 
firmed. 

Report  accepted  and  report  adopted  unanimously. 

A  Dissertation  was  then  read  by  Bufus  Baker,  M.  D.,  of  Deep 
River. 

The  address  by  Ashbel  Woodward,  M.  D.,  President,  was  read. 

Dr.  C.  Hooker  offered  a  vote  of  thanks  for  the  able  and  interesting 
address  of  the  President,  with  a  request  that  a  copy  be  furnished  for 
publication  with  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Dissertator,  and  a  request  that  a  copy  of 
the  dissertation  should  be  furnished  for  publication,  was  also  passed. 

Dr.  6.  O.  Sumner  moved  that  three  delegates  be  appointed  by  this 
Society  to  attend  the  Convention  called  to  revise  the  Pharmacopeia  of 
the  United  States. 

Adopted. 

The  nomination  of  the  delegation  was  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on 
Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Lewis  moved  that  so  much  of  the  President's  address  as 
relates  to  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  the  Society  from  the  estab- 
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lishment  of  a  periodical  Magazine,  be  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Publication,  to  be  reported  apon  at  the  next  CkmT^aition. 

Adopted. 

Dr.  Bm^e,  on  behalf  of  the  Fh jsidans  and  Citizens  of  Middletowny 
invited  the  members  of  the  Convention  to  partake  of  an  entertain- 
ment provided  at  the  McDonoogh  House. 

On  motion,  the  invitation  was  acoepted,  and  the  Conventiim  adjoomed 
to  7^  o'clock.  A*  IL,  to-morrow. 

Tkursday^  7^  o'dockj  A.  M. 

Called  to  order. 

Dr.  Benj.  Welch,  Chairman,  reported  the  names  of  S.  D.  WiUard, 
M.  D.,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  John  Ware,  M.  D.,  of  Boston,  Mass., 
for  Honorary  Membership;  and  that  of  John  Boardman  Trask,  of 
Califomia,  for  an  Honorary  Degree. 

Report  adopted. 

The  same  Committee  presented  the  names  of  Prof.  Henry  Bron- 
son,  M.  D.,  N.  B.  Ives,  M.  D.,  and  G.  W.  Russell,  M.  D.,  as  delegates 
to  the  Convention  to  revise  the  Pharmacopeia  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Dr.  Beresford,  it  was 

Hesolvedj  That  the  next  Convention  be  held  in  the  City  of  Hart- 
ford, on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  May,  1860. 

On  motion  by  .Dr.  Knight,  it  was 

Orderedy  That  a  tax  of  two  dollars  be  laid  upon  the  members  of  this 
Society,  payable  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1859. 

Dr.  Hooker,  Chairman,  presented  the  following  report,  viz: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Preamble  and  Resolu- 
tions of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  City  of  Hartford,  respectfully 
report:  That  in  their  opinion  the  claim  of  the  late  Horace  Wells,  of 
Hartford,  to  the  discovery  and  application  of  the  principle  of  producing 
anesthesia  by  inhalation  for  surgical  purposes,  is  supported  by  incon- 
testible  evidence;  they  therefore  recommend  to  this  Convention  for 
approval  and  endorsement,  the  Preamble  and  Resolutions  referred  to 
them. 

Report  adopted.     [Vide  Appendix  A.] 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments to  co-operate  with  the  Committee  at  New  Haven,  to  provide 
for  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  in  June,  1860,  viz : 

Hartford  County,  Drs.  Beresford,  Hawley  and  Hastings. 

New  Haven  County,  Drs.  B.  H.  Catlin,  L.  N.  Beardsley  and  P.  G. 
RockwelL 
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New  London  County,  Drs.  Ashbel  Woodward,  A.  B.  Halle  and  I. 
G.  Porter. 

Litchfield  County,  Drs.  Wm.  Woodruff,  Wm.  W.  Welch  and  J.  6. 
Beckwith. 

Fairfield  County,  Dra.  J.  Sherwood,  D.  H.  Nash  and  Williams. 
Middlesex  County,  Drs.  Rufus  Baker,  G.  W.  Burke  and  E.  B.  Nye. 
Tolland  County,  Drs.  Alden   Skinner,   T.   Dimmock  and   C.   F. 
Sumner. 

Windham  County,  Drs.  Wm.  H.  Cogswell,  Levris  Williams  and  J. 
B.  Whitcomb. 

On  motion  by  Dr.  C.  Hooker,  it  was 

Orderedj  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Proceedings  be  published 
for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Society. 

The  following  delegation  was  appointed  to  represent  this  Society  in 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  viz: 

Hartford  County,  G.  W.  Russell,  M.  D. 
New  Haven  "       Joel  Canfield,  M.  D. 
New  London"        N.  S.  Perkins,  M.  D. 
Litchfield      "        Greorge  Seymour,  M.  D. 
Faiiield        «        S.  S.  Noyes,  M.  D. 
Middlesex     "        Rufus  Baker,  M.  D. 
Tolland         «        G.  H.  Preston,  M.  D. 
Windham      "        Justin  Hanmiond,  M.  D. 
Dr.  Beckwith,  Chairman,  reported  a  memorial   to  the  General 
Assembly  on  the  subject  of  the  Lisane  Department  of  the  State  Pris- 
on, and  recommended  its  adoption  by  the  Convention,  and  that  a  com- 
mittee of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President  to  further,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  objects  of  the  memorial. 
Adopted. 

Drs.  Beckwith,  Hawley  and  Hastings,  were  appointed  such  Com- 
mittee.    [Vide  Appendix  B.] 

Dr.  Nye,  Chairman,  reported  a  list  of  Debentures,  which   was 
adopted. 

Dr.  Sidney  Rockwell  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz : 
Resolvedj  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  the 
Medical  Gentlemen  and  Citizens  of  Middletown,  for  their  kind  recep- 
tion of  its  members,  and  the  cordial  hospitality  manifested  towards 
them  during  the  present  session. 
Adopted. 
Adjourned. 

P.  M.  HASTINGS,  Secretary. 


i-^ 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


FELIX  PASCALIS, 
♦JAMES  JACKSON,     - 
♦JOHN  C.  WARREN,       - 
♦SAMUEL  L.  MITCHELL, 
♦DAVID  HOSACK,  - 
♦WRIGHT  POST, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN,  - 
♦GEORGE  MLELLAN, 
♦JOHN  MACKIE,     - 
♦CHARLES  ELDREDGE,  - 
♦THEODORE  ROMETN  BECK, 
♦JAMES  THATCHER, 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD, 
JOHN  DELAMATER,  - 
♦WILLIAM  P.  DEWEES, 
♦JOSEPH  WHITE,       - 
JACOB  BIGELOW,  - 
WALTER  CHANNING,       - 
♦PHILIP  SING  PHYSIC, 
♦LEWIS  HEERMAN,  - 
♦DANIEL  DRAKE,  - 
HENRY  MITCHELL,  - 
NATHAN  RYNO  SIVHTH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT,  - 
♦SAMUEL. WHITE,  - 
REUBEN  b.  MUSSEY, 
♦WILLIAM  TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
♦WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 


New  York, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
New  York. 
New  Yoric 
New  York, 
New  Haven. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Providence,  R.L 
East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Plymouth,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.   ' 
Norwich,  N.  Y. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
New  York. 
Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
New  Haven, 
Providence,  R.  L 
St  Louis,  Ma 


^Deceased. 
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SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
♦SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD,  - 
♦JOHN  STEARNS,       - 
STEVEN  W.  WILLIAMS, 
♦HENRY  GREEN, 
♦GEORGE  FROST,  - 
WILLARD  PARKEI^ 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR,      - 
ALDEN  MARCH, 
♦AMOS  TWrrCHELL,      - 
CHARLES  A.  LEE,     - 
DAVID  S.  C.  H.  SMITH, 
♦JAMES  M.  SMITH,    - 
HENRY  D.  BULKLEY,    - 
J.  MARION  SYMS,       - 
JOHN  WATSON,       - 
FRANK  H.  HAMILON,       - 
ROBERT  WATTS,    - 
J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  - 
O.  WENDELL  HOLMES, 
JOSEPH  SARGENT,    - 
MASON  F.  COGSWELL, 
FOSTER  HOOPER,      - 
THOMAS  C.  BRINSMADE,     - 
GEORGE  CHANDLER,       - 
OILMAN  KIMBALL,       - 
JAMES  McNAUGHTON,     - 
USHER  PARSONS, 
S.  D.  WILLARD, 
JOHN  WARE,  . 


Charleston,  S.  C. 
Northampton,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Deerfield,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Springfield,  Mass. 
New  York. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Albany,  N.  Y 
Keene,  N.  H.. 
New  York. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Springfield,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Montgomery,  Ala. 
New  York  City. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Fall  River,  Mass. 
Troy,  N.  Y. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Lowell,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Boston,  Mass. 


ORDINAKY  MEMBERS. 


7%e  fuawt  of  tAoie  Members  toho  are  exen^from  taacaUon  by  age,  are  in  itaUcs;  (he 
names  of  those  who  have  been  Prmdenta  of  (he  Society^  are  m  agoitab. 


HABTFOBD  CX>UliTT. 


P.  M.  HASTINGS,  M.  D.,  Chainnan. 


Gbobob  Glabt,  M.  D.,  Glerk. 


Habtford,  Henry  Holmes,  S.  B.  Beres- 
ford,  G.  B.  Hawley,  G.  W.  Bussell, 
David  Crary,  P.  W.  Ellsworth,  Bei^ar- 
min  Rogers,  £.  K.  Hxmt,  J.  S.  Butler,  J. 
0.  Jackson,  A.  W.  Barrows,  Thomas 
Miner,  E.  Gridky.  William  Porter,  John 
F.  Wells,  WilHam  R.  Brownell,  S.  C. 
Preston,  P.  M.  Hasting^,  Edward  Brin- 
le^,  Stephen  IL  FuOer,  Georee  Clary,  W. 
ET.  Tremaine,  Lucian  S.  Wilcox,  Ste- 
phen £.  Fuller. 

Berlin,  £.iBrandagee. 

Bloomfibld,  HeniT  Gray. 

Bristol,  Roswell  Hawley. 

Burlington,  William  Elton,  2d. 

Canton,  CoUinsvilU,  R.  H.  Tiffany. 

East  Hartford,  S.  L.  Child,  H.  K.  Olm- 
sted. 

Broad  Brook,  Marcus  L.  Fisk. 

Warehouse  Point,  Joseph  Olmsted. 

Enfield,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L.  Spalding. 

ThompsonnUe,  L.  S.  Pease. 

Farmington,  Asahd  Thompson. 

PlainmUe,  G.  A.  Moody. 

Glastbnburt,  Clinton  Bunce. 

South  Glasienbury,  C.  E.  Hammond. 

Ikistbury,  Sabin  Stocking. 


Granbt,  Josq^  F.  Jewett, 

East  Granby,  Chester  Hamlin. 

Wett  GranJbv,  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 

North  Granby,  Francis  F.  Allen. 

Manchester,  Wm.  Scott. 

New  Britain,  Samuel  Hart,  E.  D.  Bab- 
cock,  B.  N.  Comings,  S.  W.  Hart. 

Rocky  Hill,  R.  W.  Griswold. 

SmsBURT,  R.  A.  White. 

Tariffville,  G.  W.  Sandford. 

Sodthington,  JuUus  8.  Barnes,  N.  H. 
Byington,  F.  A.  Hart. 

South  Windsor,  H.  C.  Gillette,  H, 
Goodrich. 

East  Windsor  mU,  Sidney  Rockwell,  Wil- 
liam  Wood. 

Suffisld,  Aretus  Rising. 

TerryviUe, Whittemore. 

West  Suffield,  0.  W.  Kellogg. 

Wbthersfield,  E  F,  (Mc,  A.  S.  War- 
ner, R.  Fox. 

West  Hartford,  Edward  Brace. 

Windsor,  Wm,  S.  Pierson,  A.  Morrison, 
S.  A.  Wilson. 

Windsor  Locks.  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 

Avon,  Frank  Wheeler. 
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KBW  HAVEir  oouinrr. 


M.  G.  LEAVENWOBTH,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Lbonabd  J.  Saitfobd,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Nxw  HATiBir,  EH  Ives,  JotuxOian  Knight^ 
Sctmuei  Punderaon,  A.  S.  Monson, 
Charles  Hooker,  N.  d.  Ives.  E.  H.  Bishop, 
Levi  Ives,  P.  A.  Jewett,  D.  L.  Daggett, 
Geo.  0.  Sumner,  D.  A.  Tyler,  Henry 
Bronson,  £.  A.  Paj^  S.  6.  Hnbbara, 
W.  J.  Whiting,  H.  W.  E.  Matthews,  C. 
A.  Lindslev,  Worthington  Hooker,  T. 
P.  Beers,  T.  H.  Totten,  John  Nicoll,  C. 
J7.  Avstin^  Moses  G.  Wnite,  L.  J.  San- 
ford,  G.  L.  Ives,  Edward  Bolkley,  Jr.,  J. 
G.  O'Neil,  S.  C.  Gourdin. 

Fair  Semen,  Lvman  Parker^  G.  S.  Thomp- 
son, W.M.  White. 

WestviUe^  Samnel  Lloyd. 

Oranoe,  Henry  W.  Painter. 

BETHAinr,  Asa  G.  Woodward. 

Bbanfosd,  H.  V.  C.  Holcomb. 


Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsley. 


HwiwkreygoUU,  Thomas  Stoddard,  S.  C. 

Joonson,  Joshua  Kendall. 
GuiLFOBD,  Joel  Ganfield,  Alvan  Talcott. 
Hamdek,  Edwin  D.  Swift. 
Madison,  D.  M.  Webb. 
Mbbiden,  N.  Nickerson. 
West  Meridm.  B.   H.  GATLIN,  E.   W. 

Hatch,  A.  H.  GhurchilL 
Milfobd,  Hull  Allen,  L.  N.  Beardsley, 

Thomas  Dutton. 
Nauqatuck,  J.  D.   Mears,  Henry  Pier- 

pont. 
Im-th  Haven^  R.  T.  StUhnan. 
Oxford,  Lewis  Barnes. 
SouTBBUBT,  A.  B.  Burritt. 
SowQi  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Walusofobd,  Nehemiah  Banks, 
ra/esvifie,  C.  B.  McGarty. 
Watbbbuby,  M,  C  LeatoemocrOu  G.  L. 

Piatt,  John  Deacon,  G.  £.  Perkins,  P. 
G.  RockweU,  Thomas  Dougherty. 
WooDBBiDOB,    haac    GoodneU,   Andrew 

Castle. 


^ 


VBW  LONDON  OOUNTT. 


ELUAH  DTEB,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
L.  S.  Paddock,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Kbw  London,  Dyer  T,  Brainard.  N,  8. 
PerHfis,  James  Morgan,  Isaac  G.  Por- 
ter, Wm.  W.  Miner,  Seth  Smith,  D.  P. 
Francis,  Albert  Hobron,  Robert  A. 
Manwarring,  Robert  McCurdy  Lord,  A. 
T.  Douglass. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Erastus 
Osgood,  El^'ah  Djer.  Elisha  Phinnev, 
A.  B.  HaJie,  Edwin  BeDtley,  Daniel  F. 
Gulliver,  Lewis  S.  PaddocK. 

BozRAH,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezddd  Partons,  Frederick 
Morgan,  Melanothou  Storrs. 


East  Lyme,  JbhnL.  Smith,  Austin  T. 

Perkins. 
Franklin,  ASHBEL  WOODWARD. 
Groton,  Jo8a>h  Dur/ey, 
Lebanon,    Joseph    domttock,    Ralph    E. 

Greene. 
Ltke,  Richard  Noyes* 
MoNTViLLE.  John  C.  Bolles. 
Uncasville,  S.  E.  Maynard. 
Preston,  E,  B,  Downing. 
Stonington,    WilHam  Hyde,  George  E. 

Palmer,  William  Hyde,  Jr. 
Myttic,  Mason  Manning, 
Mystic  Bridge,  E.  F.  Goats,  A.  W.  Coats. 
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FAIBFIBLD  OOUMTY. 


GEORGE  BLACKMAN,  M.  D.,  GhairmaQ. 
M.  B.  Pardee,  M.  D.,  Olerk, 


Fairfield,  S.  P.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 
Greenfield,  RUFUS  BLAEEHAN. 
Sotdhporty  Jasttis  Sherwood. 
Bridokport,  D.  H.  Hash,  F.  J.  Jadson, 

H.  L.  W.  Burritt,  Wm,  B,  Nathy  Robert 

Habbard,  H.  N.  Bennett. 
Brookfocld,  a.  L.  Williams. 
Dahburt,  E.  p.  Bennett. 
Eastom,  James  Baldwin. 
HmrriBOTON,  James  H.  BkeUon. 
New  Oanaah,  Samuel  L,  Nojfee,  Lewis 

Richards. 


Newtowk,  George  W.  Buroh. 

Norwalk,  .AAn  A.  McLane,  Ira  Gregory, 
Samuel  Lynes,  Jno.  W.  McLane. 

SowQi  NortoaBc,  M.  B.  Pardee. 

Stamford,  N.  D.  Haight,  Lewis  Hnrlbnrt. 

Daribn,  Samnel  Sands. 

Stratford,  Wm.  T,  Shelton, 

Trumbull,  ELIJAH  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  George  Dyer. 

Westpobt,  George  Blackman,  David  S. 
Bnrr. 

Grbehwich,  J.  H.  Hoyt. 


WIKDHAM  OOUETT. 


ELUAH  BALDWIN,  M.  D.,  ChAixman. 
Jambs  B.  Wbitoomb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Brooklyn,  James  B.  Whitcomb,  Wm. 

Woodbridge. 
Ashford.  John  H.  Simmons. 
West  Kimngk,  Stephen  C.  Griggs,  SamU 

Hutchins,  David  E,  EaU, 
South  KiBingly,  Daniel  A.  Hovey. 
East  KimnahU  ^^^'^^  A.  HilL 
Daijfsmtte,  Justin  Hammond. 
Plautfield,  WM.  H.  COGSWELL. 
CeiUrevUUy  Charles  H.  Rogers. 
Moosup,  Lewis  E.  Dixon.  Frank  Burgess. 
Stbrlino,  Wm.  A.  Lewis. 
VoLUirTOW2f ,  Bdrve^  Comj^ML 


Caetbrbubt,   EUjak    Batdwrn^   Joseph 

Palmer. 
Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 
WiivDHAM,  Chester  BunL 
Chapun,  Orrin  Witter. 
Hamftoit,  Dtfer  Huahes. 
Pomfrbt,  Hu-am  ^ft,  Lewis  WUliams. 
North  Woodstock,  Asa  Witter. 
South  Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Marcy. 
WeMt  Woodstock,  Milton  Bradford. 
Thompson,     Samuel    Holbrook,     John 

McGregor. 
Puinam,  H.  W.  Hou|^ 


utghfield  oountt. 


HENRT  M.  KNIGHT,  M.  D.,  ChainmuL 
D.  E.  BO0TWIOK,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


LrrcHFiBLD,  J.  G.  Beckwitb,  George  Sey- 
mour. H.  W.  Buell,  D.  E.  Bostwick. 
South  Farms,  Qarrv  H.  Miner. 
Canaan,  Ithamar  U.  Smith,  A.  A.  Wright. 
South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 
Cornwall,  Burritt  B.  North. 
West  Oormoaa,  Samuel  W.  Gold. 
Gayhrd's  Bridge,  G.  H.  St.  John. 
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Goshen,  A.  M.  Huzlev. 

Harwinton,  G.  B.  Muler. 

Kent,  WeOs  Beardsky. 

New  Milford,  JeMe/  WilUams, 

Bridoewater,  Horace  Judson. 

Norfolk,    Wm.    W.    Welch,    John 

Welch. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
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PlymotOt  BdOm^  Wm.  Woodruff. 

BozBUBT,  Myrcm  Downs. 

LakenUe,  Bei^\  Wekk,  Wm.  BiMell,  H.  H. 

Knight. 
Shaboh,   Ralph   Demiog,   Wfllkun   W. 

WolaStviUe,  R  Bmieroft,  J.  W.  Phelps. 


Wabbkh,  Jno.  B.  Dericksoo. 
Washixgtov,  R.  M.  Foidtr. 
New  Pretbm.  S.  H.  Lyman,  E.  P.  LTman. 
WeMt  WituUd,  Jas.  Welch.  J.  W.  EfdwelL 
WooDBUBT,  Ghariea  H.  Webb,  Hanooa 
W.  Shove. 


UWWMSaa,  OCHTBTT. 


IBA  HUTCHINSON,  VL  D.,  Ghainnan. 
Elibba  B.  Ntx,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


MiDDLBTOWB,  Josepk  BorraiL  Charles 
Woodward,  Elisha  B.  Nye,  Geoi^  W. 
Bnrke,  Miner  C.  Hazen. 

Croitwell,  Ira  Hutchinson. 

East  BanmoUm^  F.  G.  Edgerton. 

Middle  Oaddamj  A.  B.  Worthington. 

Chestbb,  S.  W.  Tnmer. 

CuHTOB,  D.  H.  Hubbard. 

DuBHAM,  B.  W.  MathewBon. 


East  Haddam,  Am  Jf.  OfU,  Data$  Wil- 

Hams, 
Haddam,  Edwin  BidwelL 
PoRTLAXD,  George  0.  JarviSj  G.  C.  H. 

Gilbert. 
Satbbook.  Asa  EL  King. 
Essex,  A.  H.  Hougfa,  F.W.  Shepard. 
Deep  mver^nfuB  Baker. 
WesUfrookf  Horace  Burr. 


TOUiABD  GOUBTT. 


ALDEN  SEINNEB,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
GiLBBBT  H.  Pbxstob,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


ToLLABD,  0.  K.  Ukam,  G.  H.  Preston. 

hoLTOV,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 

N(yrth  dfoentryy  Ekazer  HimL 

South  Cboen^ry,  Timothy  Dimock,  Henry 

S.  Dean. 
Ellibotoh,  Horatio  Dow, 
Hebbon,  Orrin  C  White. 
Mansfield  Centre,  Earl  Swift,  0.  B.  Gri^ 
Mansfield  DqfOl,  Norman  Brigham,  W. 

Bichardson. 


Somsbb,  Orson  Wood, 

East  Stafford.  Wm.  N.  Clark. 

West  Stafford,  J.  C.  Blodgett. 

Stafford  Sprinas.C.  B.  Newton. 

StaffordciUe,  S.  ¥.  Pomeroy. 

Vernon,  John  B.  Lewis. 

BockmQe,  Alden  Skinner,  Stephen  G.  Ris- 

ley. 
WiujHOTOH,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
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SUMMABY    OP    ORDINABY   MEMBERS   FOB  1869;    WITH   DEATHS    RE- 
PORTED FOB  THE  YEAB  ENDING  APBIL  1st,  1869. 

Taxable.  Not  Taxable.  Total.  Deaths. 

Hartford  County,  61  9  70  0 

New  Haven  Ooxinty,  68  7  70  2 

New  London  Goontj,  26  18  89  0 

Fairfield  County,  26  6  80  0 

Windham  County,  21  8  29  0 

Litchfield  County,  28  6  84  0 

Middlesex  Coun^,  16  6  21  0 

Tolland  County,  16  6  22  0 

266  69  816  2 

Note. — Former  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  State  Society  btg  permanent  members 
of  the  Annual  Convention,  having  the  privilege  of  attending  all  meetings  and 
performing  all  the  duties  of  Fellows,  except  voting.  All  the  members  of  the  Society 
are  invited  to  be  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  Convention. 

DBATH8  OF  iff|Fii»ie»«  DUBINO  THB  TEAB  BNDIII6  APKIL  IST,  1868,  WITH  THE  AGE 

AND  DISEASE  SO  FAB  AS  ASCERTAINED. 

New  Haven  County,  Disease. 

Timothy  P.  Beers,  age  28, Diabetis. 

Henry  L.  Fitch,  age  24, Diabetis. 


DUTIES  OF  COUNTY  CLEBKS. 

To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person  recom. 
mended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately  after  the 
County  Meetings,  for  nublication. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  to.the  Treasurer  the  names  of  the  FeUows  elect,  immediately  after  the 
County  Meetings. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  Members  delinquent  on  taxes,  with  the 
amounts  severally  due  from  each. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society  to  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  penalty  of  five  dollars  for 
each  neglect. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Society,  on  the  first  day  of  its  Annual  Con- 
vention, the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  Members  of  this  Society  who  have  died 
during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  several  County 
Societies. 
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BULES   OF    OBDEB. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membdrship  presented  and  read  by  the  Secretary. 
8.  Committee  on  the  Election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

6.  Election  of  Officers  for  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  oL 
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ADDRESS. 


Gbntlemek  of  the  Contention  : — It  is  pleasant  for  us  all  to 
remember  that  we  this  day  assemble  in  this  ancient  city  where  the 
founders  of  our  venerable  Society  held  their  original  meeting  two- 
thirds  of  a  century  ago. , 

It  is  also  fitting  that  we  should  express  our  obligations  to  an  ever 
watchful  Providence,  that  we,  as  an  association,  have  been  permitted 
to  maintain  an  uninterrupted  and  as  we  trust  a  somewhat  progressive 
state  of  existence  from  that  time  to  the  present 

In  compliance  with  a  by-law  adopted  by  this  Society  some  years 
since,  and  in  conformity  to  a  usage  which  has  to  some  extent  prevailed, 
it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  President  to  deliver  annually  an  address 
to  the  Convention. 

Among  the  multiplicity  of  subjects  from  which  one  might  readily 
be  selected  for  profitable  contemplation,  the  pressure  of  professional 
engagements  has  left  me  little  room  for  choice.  I  am  almost  compelled 
to  pass  over  the  inviting  fields  of  Medical  Science  and  to  take  up  a 
topic  which  has  for  years  occupied  much  of  my  attention.  The  ooin- 
ddence  alluded  to  in  our  place  of  meeting  has  also  had  its  influence 
upon  the  choice  of  a  theme. 

I  propose,  then,  briefly  to  review  the  origin  and  progress  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society,  and  shall  attempt  to  establish  the  mutual 
claims  and  obligations  subsisting  between  this  association  and  the  pro- 
fession in  our  State. 

The  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  date  of  our  organization  forms 

one  of  the  most  eventful  periods  in  the  history  of  Medicine.     But  in 
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a  single  address,  and  that  necessarflj  condensed,  our  medical  ptogreas 
will  be  referred  to  onlj  so  far  as  it  may  relate  to  our  sabject. 

In  Maj,  1786,  to  meet  a  yery  obvious  want,  and  one  that  was  ex- 
tensively felt,  certain  pnulitioners  of  medicine  and  surgery  convened 
at  Hartford  and  petitioned  the  Greneral  Assembly  for  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society.  The  petition,  very  respect- 
ably signed,  was  continued  to  October,  1788,  then  to  May,  1787,  and 
finally  to  October,  1787,  when  a  Committee  was  raised  to  consider  it. 

An  act  for  the  encouragement  and  promotion  of  medical  knowledge 
appears  to  have  been  introduced  in  May,  1786.  In  May,  1787,  it 
passed  the  Lower  House,  but  was  continued  to  October,  1787,  when 
it  was  negatived  in  the  Senate. 

It  will  thus  appear  that  a  leading  object  of  the  early  petitioners  for 
a  State  Medical  Society  was  the  encouragement  and  promotion  of 
medical  knowledge,  or  in  other  words,  to  elevate  and  fix  on  a  perma- 
nent basis  the  standard  of  Medical  Education,  to  provide  a  succession 
of  thoroughly  qualified  physicians  and  surgeons  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  community. 

To  appreciate  what  has  been  done  in  furtherance  of  this  object  it 
must  be  recollected  that  from  the  settlement  of  the  country  in  1620 
to  the  organization  of  our  State  Society  in  1792,  a  period  of  more 
than  170  years,  no  systematic  effort  had  been  made  in  New  England 
to  elevate  the  grade  of  medical  education,  or  to  regulate  the  practice 
of  the  profession,  if  we  except  the  organization  of  the  State  Medical 
Society  in  Massachusetts  in  1781,  of  that  in  New  Hampshire  in  1791, 
and  of  two  or  three  County  Medical  Associations  in  our  own  State, 
organized  on  the  voluntary  principle. 

During  the  first  century  of  our  colonial  existence,  or  to  speak  more 
definitely,  during  the  unexpired  two-thirds  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
there  were  but  very  few  individuals  in  the  profession  of  even  respect- 
able attainments.  In  some  of  the  larger  and  first  settled  towns,  a  few 
able  and  educated  physicians  were  to  be  found.  Of  this  number  was 
the  Hon.  John  Winthrop,  who  in  1662  was  made  the  first  governor 
of  the  colony  under  the  charter  which  he  procured  of  Charles  11. 
He  was  an  eminent  physician,  ripe  scholar,  and  a  patron  of  science 
in  general,  having  been  not  only  a  member  but  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  philosophical  transactions.  His  field  of  practice 
was  first  at  New  London,  and  successively  at  New  Haven  and  Hart- 
ford.    He  died  in  1676. 

A  few  other  names  might  be  mentioned  as  among  the  earlier  physi- 
cians in  the  colony.    In  the  year  1652,  Dr.  Thomas  Lord  of  Hart- 
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ford,  obtained  a  license  to  practice  physic  and  surgery.  This  was  the 
first  medical  license  that  was  granted  by  the  Greneral  Court  Two 
years  later,  Dr.  Daniel  Porter,  of  Fannington,  was  also  licensed  to 
practice  medicine  and  chirurgery.  Dr.  Porter  acquired  considerable 
celebrity  as  a  practitioner,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  physicians  in 
the  colony  for  more  than  thirty  years.  We  will  only  mention  in  this 
connection  two  additional  names  who  were  licensed  toward  the  close 
of  the  seventeenth  century.  They  were  those  of  Dr.  Thomas  Hooker, 
of  Farmington,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Mather  of  Windsor,  both  of  whom 
are  believed  to  have  enjoyed  the  private  instructions  of  Dr.  Porter, 
and  neither  of  whom  was  scarcely  less  distinguished  in  the  profes- 
sion than  their  eminent  teacher. 

If  we  extend  our  researches  nearer  to  our  own  times,  we  shall  not 
fail  to  discover  that  the  leading  physicians  in  New  England,  especially 
in  our  own  colony,  were  members  of  the  clerical  profession  also,  who 
during  their  collegiate  course  acquired  their  professional  knowledge 
from  the  writings  of  Hippocrates,  Gralen  and  other  early  medical  au- 
thors. Of  this  class  of  practitioners  were  the  Bulkleys,  father  and 
son,  of  Wethersfield  and  Colchester,  Elliot  of  Eillingworth,  Fisk  of 
Haddam,  and  Collins  of  Litchfield.  The  two  first  were  graduates  of 
Harvard,  the  remaining  three  of  Yale.  Some  of  these,  particularly 
Elliot  and  Fisk,  were  physicians  of  great  distinction,  and  were  not 
unfrequently  caUed  into  the  adjoining  colonies  in  consultation. 

During  the  whole  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  circumstances  of 
the  country  were  not  favorable  to  the  prosperity  and  elevation  of  the 
profession.  To  become  a  well  qualified  physician,  requires  a  course 
of  study  and  a  variety  of  observation  which  were  not  to  be  obtained 
in  any  of  the  colonies,  while  the  great  expense  attending  a  foreign  ed- 
ucation rendered  it  quite  impracticable  for  any  except  a  very  few  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  only  means  of  becoming  regularly  instructed. 

The  advantages  likewise  attendant  upon  an  emigration  hither  were 
too  remote  and  too  uncertain  to  draw  the  educated  physicians  of  Eu- 
rope to  our  shores.  Thus  it  was  that  in  the  almost  entire  absence  of 
populous  towns,  and  in  the  entire  absence  of  medical  institutions  which 
constitute  so  powerful  an  attraction  to  the  educated  and  to  the  ambi- 
tious, no  one  already  established  in  practice  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  would  think  of  exchanging  it  for  the  hardships  and  privations 
which  he  was  ahnost  sure  to  experience  in  the  American  wilderness. 
It  was  perhaps  too  often  the  case  that  those  and  those  only  who  failed 
in  the  old  world  were  induced  to  remove  to  the  new. 

It  is  then  evident  that  while  religious  difficulties  filled  the  clerical 
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ranks  with  men  of  piety  and  learning,  and  while  the  fiinraar  of  the 
crown  produced  a  full  supply  of  legal  talent,  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine, receiving  few  valuable  accessionis,  was  suffered  to  langnislu 

It  is  true  that  this  depressed  state  of  the  professi<m  did  not  oontinne 
universal  through  the  entire  period  of  our  colonial  existence.  Toward 
the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  wars  broke  out  between  England 
and  France,  and  the  theater  of  military  operations  was  mostly  in  the 
colonies.  From  the  time  of  the  expedition  against  Louisbnrg  in  1742, 
to  that  against  Havanna,  20  years  later,  including  in  the  intervening 
time  the  conflict  with  the  Canadas,  resulting  in  their  conquest  by  Eng- 
land, wars  were  almost  constant  The  British  forces  were  accompa- 
nied by  a  medical  staff  composed  of  well  selected  and  well  educated 
physicians.  Their  military  operati<ms  led  to  the  establishment  of 
many  hospitals  in  our  territories.  As  the  colonies  were  required  to 
furnish  their  full  proportion  of  troops,  it  followed  also  that  they  were 
to  supply  their  share  of  the  medical  corps.  This  brou^t  many  of 
our  young  men  into  contact  with  the  educated  and  experienced  sur- 
geons of  Europe.  The  effect  was  most  salutary.  The  discipline  of 
the  camp  supplied  in  some  measure  the  defects  of  eariy  medical  edu- 
cation. In  this  way  a  new  order  of  medical  men  was  raised  up  and 
diffused  through  the  community. 

The  names  of  those  who  participated  in  these  military  campaigns 
are  doubtless  familiar  to  most  of  you.  Some  of  the  earlier  were  Reed 
of  Simsbury,  Durant  of  Derby,  Wheeler  of  Hartford,  and  Tudor  of 
East  Windsor.  Among  the  later  and  more  distinguished  were  Turner 
and  Lord  of  Norwich,  Waldo  of  Pomfret,  and  Watrous  of  Colchester. 
The  five  last  names  in  this  list  are  all  to  be  found  in  the  Act  <^  In- 
corporation as  composing  a  part  of  the  original  founders  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society. 

The  medical  woi^s  then  in  general  use,  were  the  writings  of  Syden- 
ham, Boerhaave,  Van  Swieten,  Mead  and  Huxham ;  the  physiology 
of  Haller ;  the  anatomy  of  Cowper,  Cheselden  and  Monro ;  the  sur- 
gery of  Sharp  and  Pott ;  the  midwifery  of  Smellie  and  Hunter,  and 
the  Materia  Medica  of  Lewis.  These  of  course  were  all  the  produc- 
tions of  foreign  authors,  yet  medical  literature  had  by  no  meftns  been 
neglected  by  the  profession  in  this  country. 

The  earliest  medical  publications  appeared  in  Massachusetts,  and 
were  called  forth  by  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  diseases,  and  the  very 
first  was  a  tract  by  Th(»nas  Thatcher,  a  clergyman  and  physician  of 
Boston.  It  was  entitled  ^A  Brief  Guide  in  the  Small  Pox  and 
Measles,"  and  was  published  in  the  year  1677. 
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We  might  mendon  other  productioiis  which  were  characterized  by 
great  and  varied  learning,  aocuracj  of  observation,  and  originality  of 
thought,  and  which  would  do  credit  to  a  later  age.  Thus  the  ^' Prac- 
tical History  of  a  new  Epidemical  Emptive  Miliary  Fever,  which 
prevailed  in  New  England  in  1735  and  36,  by  William  Douglass, 
M.  D.,  of  Boston,"  and  which  was  published  the  latter  year ;  a  ^  De- 
scription of  American  Yellow  Fever,"  by  Dr.'  John  Lining,  published 
in  1753 ;  and  a  work  on  the  ^Treatment  of  Wounds  and  Fractures," 
by  Dr.  John  Jones,  published  in  1776,  have  had  a  lasting  reputa- 
tion. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Gale,  of  KiUingworth,  appears  to  have  been  the 
earliest  medical  writer  in  Connecticut.  He  studied  medicine  with  the 
distinguished  Dr.  Jared  Elliot,  whose  daughter  he  subsequently  mar- 
ried. About  the  year  1750,  he  published  a  work  entitled  ^  Historical 
Memoirs,  relating  to  the  practice  of  Inoculation  for  Small  Pox  in  the 
British  American  Provinces,  particularly  in  New  England."  In  this 
work  the  author  advocated  the  utility  of  a  course  of  mercury  as  a 
preparative  to  the  disease.  This  production  has  been  referred  to  by 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Huxham,  who  noticed  with  favor  the  practice  rec- 
ommended by  the  author.  Dr.  Gale  also  published  some  essays  in 
the  transactions  of  the  original  New  Haven  County  Medical  Society. 
These  with  ^  Cases  and  Observations,"  published  by  the  same  Asso- 
ciation in  1788,  a  work  which  has  been  referred  to  by  foreign  authors, 
and  which  gives  a  judicious  view  of  the  practice  of  the  Stato  of  Con- 
necticut subsequent  to  the  war  of  Independence,  if  we  include  a  work 
on  '*  I'estilence,"  by  Noah  Webster,  LL.  D.,  will  comprise  the  main 
part  of  our  medical  literature  anterior  to  1792. 

During  the  first  three-fourths  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  humoral 
doctrines  of  Boerhaave  held  almost  unlimited  sway  over  the  minds  and 
practice  of  the  physidans  in  this  country.  Endemic  and  epidemic 
diseases  prevailed  in  almost  all  the  colonies,  sometimes  producing  very 
great  destruction  to  life.  Indeed  we  have  the  pamfol  evidence  that 
the  wide-spread  mortality  experienced  during  the  prevalence  of  cer- 
tain epidemics  was  attributable  to  the  low  state  of  medical  practice. 

The  use  of  mercury  in  the  treatment  of  infiammatoiy  diseases  and 
eruptive  fevers,  had  its  origin  with  Dr.  Wm.  Douglass  of  Boston,  in 
1736.  The  preparation  used  was  calomeL  It  was  a  long  time  before 
its  powers  were  properly  understood  and  appreciated,  and  before  it 
occupied  its  true  position  as  a  therapeutic  agent 

As  late  as  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  the  department  of  mid- 
wifery was  almost  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  females.    In  some  of 
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the  more  sparsely  settled  towns  it  continued  to  be  so  till  near  the 
beginning  of  the  present 

Dr.  James  Llojd  of  Mass.,  and  Dr.  William  Shippen  of  Penn., 
were  the  first  regular  and  successful  practitioners  of  midwifery  in  this 
country.  It  is  mainly  to  their  success,  that  this  delicate  branch 
of  practice  has  been  transferred  from  the  hands  of  uneducated  and 
incompetent  females. 

Thus  early,  it  is  not  known  that  any  American  physicians,  educated 
in  the  European  schools,  were  to  be  found  in  this,  as  there  were  in 
several  of  the  other  colonies.  Among  the  most  distinguished  in  the 
latter,  were  Drs.  James  Lloyd  and  Zabdiel  Boylston,  of  Massachu- 
setts ;  St  Gad  Golden  and  Dr.  James  Ogden,  of  New  York ;  Drs. 
John  Morgan,  Wm.  Shippen,  Jr.,  and  Benjamin  Rush,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  Drs.  John  Mitchell  and  Thomas,  of  Virginia :  and  Dr.  Lining 
of  South  Carolina. 

The  first  public  attempt  to  communicate  medical  instruction  in 
America  was  made  in  1754,  by  Dr.  Wm.  Hunter  of  Newport,  R.  L 
He  gave  lectures  on  anatomy  in  this  and  the  two  succeeding  years. 
Ha  was  educated  under  the  elder  Monro,  at  Edinburgh,  was  a  cotem- 
porary  of  Cullen,  with  whom,  as  well  as  with  his  own  illustrious  kins- 
men, Drs.  Wm.  and  John  Hunter,  he  corresponded  after  his  removal 
to  this  country. 

In  the  year  1762,  Dr.  William  Shippen,  Jr.,  who  had  then  just 
returned  from  his  studies  in  Europe,  commenced  a  course  of  lectures 
on  anatomy  to  a  class  of  twelve  students  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
The  same  course  was  continued  for  the  two  following  years,  when  in 
1765  he  was  joined  by  Dr.  John  Morgan,  the  immortal  Rush,  and 
others,  in  founding  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Meanwhile  the  New  York  physicians  were  not  uninformed  of  what 
was  in  progress  in  Philadelphia,  and  influenced  in  part  by  a  spirit  of 
rivalry,  were  successful  in  their  efforts  to  establish  a  Medical  School 
in  connection  with  Kings  College.  With  a  full  Medical  Faculty, 
including,  with  others  scarcely  less  distinguished,  the  names  of  Dr. 
John  Jones,  Peter  Middleton,  and  Samuel  Bard,  the  first  course  of 
lectures  was  given  in  the  winter  of  1768-9. 

The  next  movement  was  in  Massachusetts,  a  little  before  the  close 
of  the  war.  In  the  winter  of  1780,  Dr.  John  Warren,  then  surgeon 
of  a  military  hospital  in  Boston,  commenced  a  course  of  anatomical 
lectures,  which  were  annually  continued  until  a  Medical  Faculty  was 
organized  in  connection  with  Harvard  University,  in  1782,  but  so  slow 
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were  its  beginnings,  that  for  the  next  eighteen  years  but  nine  students 
were  honored  with  the  degree  of  M,  B.,  and  not  one  with  that  of  M.  D. 
These  schools,  thus  ably  organized,  were  at  first  not  well  sustained. 
Six  years  after  the  organization  of  the  New  York  School,  only  about 
twenty-five  persons  attended  anatomical  lectures,  and  some  of  these 
were  from  the  West  Indies.  And  as  pressing  as  were  our  own  wants, 
these  institutions  were  patronized  but  by  very  few,  if  by  any,  of 
our  own  medical  students.  Not  a  single  name  from  Connecticut  is  to 
be  found  upon  the  earlier  catalogues  of  any  of  the  institutions  just 
referred  to.  Although  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  first  med- 
ical honors  were  bestowed  upon  but  few,  and  that  even  at  a  later  date 
they  were  much  less  sought  after  than  at  present 

They  were  educated  in  very  different  schools.  Allusion  has  already 
been  made  to  the  benefits  derived  by  the  profession  in  the  Provinces, 
ftx)m  the  medical  corps  attached  to  the  English  armies  sent  against  the 
French  in  the  war  of  1755  and  onward — but  the  war  for  Independence 
afforded  a  different  schooL  In  the  one,  the  profession  in  the  colonies 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  students  and  assistants,  while  in  the  other  they 
were  left  entirely  to  their  own  resources.  The  profession  being  thus 
compelled  to  act  independently,  and  often  without  the  necessaiy  supply 
of  hospital  stores,  it  acquired  that  self-rehance  which  enabled  it  at  the 
close  of  the  war  to  set  about  establishing  its  infant  institutions,  with  a 
zeal  and  an  energy  that  was  sure  to  result  in  success. 

As  we  have  shown,  the  medical  students  of  Ck>nnecticut  prior  to  the 
organization  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  had  no  other  than  private 
medical  instruction.  There  vere,  it  is  true,  some  competent  and 
highly  popular  medical  teachers  scattered  through  the  State,  by 
whom  large  numbers  of  our  young  men  were  successfully  educated. 
Among  the  most  eminent  were  Dr.  Jared  Elliot,  of  EiUingworth,  who 
has  been  justly  regarded  as  the  father  of  regular  practice  in  Connect- 
icut ;  also  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  of  Wallingford,  himself  a  student  of  Dr. 
Elliot,  who  for  many  years  kept  a  medical  school,  in  which  several  of 
the  most  distinguished  physicians  in  the  State  were  educated.  Dr. 
Lemuel  Hopkins  of  Hartford  being  of  the  number.  Anotlier,  scarcely 
less  eminent,  was  Dr.  John  Barker  of  Franklin,  who  was  the  first 
President  of  the  New  London  County  Medical  Society,  organized  in 
1784,  to  which  office  he  was  annually  re-elected  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1791.  To  these  we  might  add  the  names  of  Dr.  James 
Hurlbut  of  Berlin,  and  Dr.  Seth  Bird  of  Litdifield,  his  student ;  Dr. 
Benjamin  Gale,  who  was  the  instructor  of  Dr.  Elihu  Tudor;  Dr. 
Elisha  Tracy,  the  teacher  of  Philip  Tomer;  Dr.  John  Osbom  of 
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Middletown,  Dr.  Maaon  F.  Cogswell  of  Hartford,  and  others.  Bat 
able  teachers  at  that  day  were  not  always  accessible,  and  when  accessi- 
ble, were  not  always  duly  appreciated.  All  who  chose  to  praedoe 
medicine  were  legal  physicians,  however  indifferent  had  been  their 
advantages.  No  examination  was  had,  nor  was  any  license  given  or 
required.  In  some  cases  a  certificate  was  profiered  by  the  instructor 
to  the  student  at  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticeship,  as  it  was  called, 
but  even  this  was  often  dispensed  with. 

With  this  low  state  of  medical  instruction,  and  in  the  absence  of  all 
acknowledged  rules  of  medical  police,  and  without  ethical  laws  to  reg- 
ulate the  intercourse  of  physicians,  and  consequently  without  harmony 
of  action  or  true  dignity  of  professional  character,  the  state  of  the  pro- 
fession in  general,  could  not  have  been  otherwise  than  that  of  great, 
not  to  say  extreme  degradation.  It  was  felt  to  l]|p  so  by  a  class  of  hon- 
orable and  philanthropic  practitioners  to  be  found  in  every  section  of 
the  State. 

Some  of  this  number  had  already  participated  in  the  organization 
of  County  Medical  Associations  at  home.  It  might  or  might  not  have 
been  known  to  them  generally,  that  State  Medical  organizations  had 
existed  elsewhere.  New  Jersey  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  making  the 
first  attempt  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  profession  by  means  of 
social  organization.  As  early  as  1766,  the  profession  in  that  State 
formed  a  voluntary  Association,  which  continued  in  successful  opera- 
tion till  1775,  when  its  meetings  were  interrupted  for  a  time  by  the 
military  operations  in  that  colony.  This  Society  did  not  obtain  an  act 
of  incorporation  tiU  1790.  The  second  important  movement  in  this 
direction  was,  as  we  have  seen,  in  Massachusetts,  when  in  1781,  she 
received  an  act  of  incorporation  for  her  State  Medical  Society.  The 
next  State  Society  was  in  New  Hampshire,  which  was  chartered  in 
1791. 

Owing  to  the  peculiar  relations  that  had  long  existed  between  this 
and  the  mother  country,  our  best  informed  phyBicians  could  not  have 
been  ignorant  that  a  Medical  Association  had  been  formed  in  England 
as  early  as  the  time  of  Edward  the  IV.,  (1462,)  when  a  company  of 
surgeons,  as  a  social  organization  in  the  city  of  London,  obtained  a 
charter  with  certain  exclusive  privileges. 

And  still  later,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VUL,  the  physicians  of  the 
city  of  London,  or  a  favored  portion  of  them,  were  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment constituted  a  perpetual  conmiunity.  But  it  is  evident  that  this 
organization  was  instituted,  rather  to  build  up  individual  interests,  and 
to  replenish  the  exchequer,  than  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  com- 
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munity,  and  at  the  same  time  to  elevate  the  character  and  standing  of 
the  profession. 

Had  the  physicians  of  Norwich,  who  in  1763  applied  to  the  Colo- 
nial Legislature  for  the  charter  of  a  Medical  Society ;  and  had  the  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  who  convened  at  Hartford  in  May  1786,  to  obtain 
an  act  of  incorporation  for  a  State  Medical  Society,  felt  the  true  dig- 
nity of  their  position,  they  doubtless  would  have  established  medical 
associations  on  the  voluntary  principle,  witJiout  legislative  protection 
or  interference.  They  did  not  then,  more  than  now,  need  exclusive 
privileges.  All  that  they  did  require  from  law  in  common  with  other 
citizens,  was  protection  and  freedom  of  action.  If  these  Associa- 
tions are  to  become  honorable  and  extensively  useful,  the  elements  of 
their  greatness  and  prosperity  must  be  found  to  exist  inherently 
within  themselves.  They  can  not  be  conferred  by  legislative  enact- 
ment 

The  people  of  this  country  had  just  successfully  emerged  from  the 
war  of  Independence.  They  had  seen  that  in  that  struggle  their 
success  depended  upon  union  of  effort  The  physicians  of  Connec- 
ticut realized  the  necessity  of  a  thorough  professional  reform,  and  felt 
that  the  consummation  of  this  reform  required  not  only  concert  of 
action  among  themselves,  but  legislative  sanction  also.  Hence,  the 
act  of  incorporation  petitioned  for  in  May,  1786,  was  granted  in  1792. 
From  that  day  onward  to  the  present,  if  its  course  has  not  been  marked 
by  uniform  prosperity,  its  existence  at  least,  has  been  continuous. 
An^  it  would  be  difficult  to  name  any  Association  at  home  or  abroad 
that  has  more  undeviatingly  aimed  to  promote  the  public  good,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  secure  to  its  members  that  true  dignity  of  character 
which  should  distinguish  all  belonging  to  an  honorable  profession. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  revert  to  the  various  acts  that 
have  from  time  to  time  marked  the  proceedings  of  this  Society.  These 
are  familiar  to  the  senior  members  of  our  Association.  Still,  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  our  Society  came  into  being  during  the  most 
critical  eT%  in  the  history  of  medicine  in  this  country.  It  was,  in  an 
important  sense,  a  transition  period.  If  we  were  not  liberated  from 
obedience  to  European  theories,  the  doctrines  of  Cullen  were  fast 
supplanting  those  of  Boerhaave  and  Sydenham.  In  1790,  the  immor- 
tal Rush  promulgated  certain  principles  in  our  own  country  which  he 
regarded  as  the  foundation  of  a  new  system  in  medicine,  and  which 
won  for  him  not  a  few  disciples  and  admirers.  It  was  the  forming 
period  of  the  profession,  and  while  the  great  mass  were  neither  learned 
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in  science  nor  skilled  in  practice,  there  were  to  be  found  some  who  had  i 

attained  pre-eminence  in  both. 

After  obtaining  an  act  of  incorporation,  the  Sodetj  held  its  first 
meeting  in  October,  1792,  in  this  city,  where  we  are  permitted  to  as-  ^ 

semble  to-day.     The  first  act  of  that  original  Convention  was  recorded 
as  follows : 

^^  Besohed,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  in  each  oonnty,  con- 
sisting of  three  members  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  for 
the  examination  of  Candidates  for  the  Practice  of  Physic  and  Sur- 
gery." 

These  County  Committees  or  Boards  of  Censors,  were  selected  with 
gi'cat  discrimination,  and  were  filled  with  the  most  eminent  physicians 
in  their  respective  localities. 

This  was  the  first  attempt  that  had  been  made  in  this  State  to  regu- 
late the  educational  qualifications  deemed  essential  for  admission  to 
the  profession,  if  we  except  an  army  regulation  enacted  during  the  war 
of  Independence,  and  some  preliminary  measures  which  had  been 
adopted  in  New  Haven,  and  one  or  two  other  counties,  to  partially 
introduce  the  license  system. 

Among  the  colonies  New  York  made  the  first  successful  efibrt  to 
regulate  the  education  and  practice  of  the  profession  by  legal  enact- 
ment This  was  in  1760,  but  it  was  confined  exclusively  to  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York.  With  the  exception  of  a  similar  enact- 
ment in  the  colony  of  New  Jersey,  in  1772,  no  attempt  was  made  to 
regulate  the  qualifications  and  practice  of  physicians  by  any  of  the 
colonial  governments  previous  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  as  already  stated,  was  incor- 
porated in  1781.  It  was  authorized  to  elect  a  board  of  censors  whose 
duty  it  was  to  examine  all  candidates  for  admission  into  the  profession 
in  that  state,  and  to  grant  licenses  to  such  as  were  found  qualified. 
Similar  powers  were  granted  to  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Society  in 
1790,  and  to  that  incorporated  in  New  Hampshire  in  1791. 

The  Connecticut  Medical  Society  thus  organized,  with  its  Boards  of 
coimty  censors  ably  filled,  entered  upon  a  career  of  great  prosperity 
for  the  next  twenty  years.  The  most  benign  infiuences  everywhere 
marked  its  progress.  Although  it  was  not  clothed  with  strong  legal 
powers  to  restrain  irregularities,  reform  was  everywhere  manifest^  em- 
pyricism  became  more  and  more  unpopular,  and  finally  it  became  difil- 
cult  for  a  young  candidate  to  find  employment  if  he  did  not  possess  a 
license,  as  a  guaranty  of  his  qualifications. 

But  it  cannot  be  concealed  that  a  serious  want  was  telt  in  the  pro- 
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fesaion^  and  perhaps  out  of  it  too.  And  it  is  one  of  the  most  singular 
features  connected  with  the  history  of  colonial  medicine,  that  so  little 
attention  was  paid  to  professional  education.  This  is  the  more  remark- 
able, inasmuch  as  our  colonial  ancestors  were  fully  alive  to  the  import- 
ance of  general  instruction,  and  the  most  honorable  efforts  were  made 
to  establish  it  on  a  respectable  foundation.  As  early  as  the  year  1700, 
Yale  College  was  established,  yet  no  provision  was  made  for  instruc- 
tion in  the  medical  sciences  for  the  next  one  hundred  years.  About 
the  year  1801,  the  corporation  passed  a  resolution  to  institute  a  medi- 
ical  professorship.  This  resulted  in  no  further  action  till  in  the  year 
1810,  to  m^et  a  very  manifest  want,  the  legislature  of  the  state,  upon 
the  joint  application  of  the  corporation  of  the  college,  and  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  the  State  Society,  passed  an  act  to  establish  the 
Medical  Department  of  Yale  College. 

The  first  course  of  lectures  was  delivered  in  the  winter  of  1813-14. 
During  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  its  existence  the  whole  number 
of  those  who  received  medical  instruction  in  the  institution,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  was,  we  believe,  considerably  more  than  one  thousand. 

During  this  period,  about  four  hundred  have  received  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  firom  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, and  nearly  three  hundred  have  been  licensed  to  practice  by  the 
President  of  the  State  Society. 

In  granting  degrees,  the  college  and  the  society  have  been  so  equally 
represented  in  the  Board  of  Fxamination  that  neither  has  had  just 
cause  of  complaint,  while  the  public  interests  have  always  been 
secured. 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  estimate  the  amount  of  influence  that  has 
been  produced  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  society  and  the  college. 
Possessing,  as  the  latter  always  has,  a  faculty  inferior  to  that  of  no 
similar  institution  in  our  country,  the  results  have  been  most  salutary. 

I  trust  that  it  is  a  source  of  sincere  gratification  to  us  all  to  meet 
one  of  the  original  members  of  this  Board  of  Instruction  in  our  con- 
vention to-day.  # 

Without  pausing  to  particulaiize,  we  arc  happy  to  observe,  that  the 
instrumentality  of  the  society  in  founding  humane  institutions,  in  per- 
fecting a  system  of  medical  ethics,  and  in  devising  measures  of  sani- 
tary reform  may  well  be  pointed  to  with  satisfaction  and  pride. 

Without  any  change  in  our  organization,  but  with  some  improve- 
ments in  our  financial  and  publishing  operations,  we  are  of  the  num- 
ber who  are  full  of  hope  for  the  future.  This  has  been  inspired  in  no 
inconsiderable  degree  by  the  organization  and  very  successful  career 
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thus  far  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  The  interest  devel- 
oped by  this  movement  has  extended  itself  till  it  embraces  the  profes- 
sion in  the  whole  country; — and  besides  other  important  results,  it  has 
re-animated  old  associations ;  has  led  to  the  formation  of  new  ones 
where  none  existed  before ;  has  caused  a  more  open  and  liberal  inter- 
course among  medical  men,  and  has  produced  a  more  active  and  uni- 
versal sense  of  the  high  aims,  interests,  and  responsibilities  of  the 
profession. 

Hence,  notwithstanding  the  abolishment  of  all  laws  regulating  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  this  and  most  of  the  other  states,  and  the  con- 
sequent absence  of  aU  legal  protection,  the  profession  was  never  mak- 
ing more  rapid  advancement  in  its  education,  in  its  sdence  and  litera- 
ture, and  in  its  social  position  than  at  present 

Experience  has  everywhere  demonstrated  that,  comparatively,  little 
reliance  can  be  placed  upon  legislative  action  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  profession,  or  to  protect  the  health  of  the  community.  If  this 
is  true,  then  it  follows  that  whatever  is  done  to  secure  the  above  ob- 
jects must  be  accooplished  by  the  profession  itself.  The  measure  of 
its  usefulness  and  its  honor  are  entirely  in  its  own  keeping  and  depend- 
ent upon  its  own  action. 

Observation  and  facts  have  also  demonstrated  that  associated  action 
is  the  great  characteristic  feature  of  the  age.  If  then  it  is  important 
to  effect  a  more  complete  and  thorough  organization  of  the  profession 
on  such  a  plan  as  to  embrace  in  the  local  societies  every  regular  and 
scientific  practitioner,  and  if  such  social  organization  is  to  be  sustained 
and  kept  alive  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  its  members,  then  it 
is  plain  that  an  enlarged  and  liberal  sentiment  must  universally  per- 
vade the  professional  mind  and  develope  a  nobler  idea  of  what  a 
physician  should  lie,  both  professionaUy,  so  to  speak,  and  socially. 

But  in  order  to  insure  both  permanency  and  efficiency,  and  to  con- 
tinue within  our  ranks  every  worthy  member  of  the  profession;  it 
requires  only  a  limited  knowledge  of  the  past  history  of  medical  or- 
ganizations  to  make  it  evideu^that  without  some  collateral  aid,  some 
permanent  resource  for  increasing  the  interest,  and  perhaps,  for  light- 
ening the  burthens  of  such  associations,  they  will  almost  inevitably 
sink  to  a  mere  nominal  existence. 

With  a  view  to  obviate  such  disaster,  and  at  the  same  time  to  give 
new  vitality  to  our  organization,  we  would  submit  for  your  considera- 
tion, if  not  for  your  immediate  action,  the  practicability  of  establishing 
a  Medical  Periodical  under  your  own  direct  auspices  and  censorship. 
In  addition  to  the  ordinary  matter  embraced  in  journals  of  this  char- 
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acter,  it  would  very  properly  oontain  the  'Prooeedings  of  your  State 
and  County  Societies;  at  the  same  time  affording  a  medium  of  com- 
munication between  the  profession  at  home  «md  abroad. 

The  Editor  or  chief  conductor,  should  be  appointed  by  the  Society 
through  a  committee  to  act  as  a  Board  of  Publication.  The  publish- 
ing department  might  be  conmiitted  to  individual  enterprise,  with  the 
necessary  guarantees  from  the  Society. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  submit  any  mature  plan  of  publication.  I 
rather  propbse  it  as  a  measure  well  calculated  to  re-animate  and  per- 
petuate our  Association.  In  a  Convention  like  the  present,  it  would 
be  wholly  superfluous  to  allude  to  the  advantages  of  reading  and  study 
t»  the  medical  man.  I  am  assured  of  your  hearty  concurrence,  when 
I  assert  that  every  physician,  even  after  entering  upon  the  active  du- 
ties of  his  profession,  if  he  would  properly  discharge  his  obligations  to 
the  sick,  or  if  he  aspire  to  eminence,  must  continue  without  intermis- 
sion, judicious  habits  of  mental  application.  He  is  required  not  simply 
to  investigate  disease  at  the  bedside  of  his  patients,  but  also  to  keep 
himself  informed  of  the  advances  made  in  all  departments  of  medical 
science.  This  can  only  be  attained  by  reading  at  least  one  well  con- 
ducted medical  journal. 

Dr.  Thatcher,  in  noticing  the  New  York  Medical  Sepository,  a 
pioneer  Medical  Journal  in  America,  project^  in  1798,  remarked  ''that 
it  might  with  great  truth  be  said  to  have  contributed  more  largely  than 
any  other  single  publication  to  that  taste,  in  medical  investigation  and 
improvement,  which  had  been  for  a  number  of  years  so  rapidly  advanc- 
ing on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic'* 

We  repeat  that  it  is  mainly  due  to  medical  journalism,  to  the  peri- 
odical press,  that  a  correct  professional  sentiment  is  established  and 
sustained.  Th&e  journals  constitute  a  most  essential  part  of  our  med- 
ical literature,  and  their  conductors  are  not  only  responsible  for  the 
character  of  the  contents,  but  they  very  properly  assume  the  fonction 
of  censorship  over  every  other  department  of  medical  writing. 

I  am  aware  that  this  proposition  may  be  regarded,  and  perhaps  very 
generally,  as  Utopian — as  impracticable. 

It  may  be  objected,  that  there  are  now  periodicals  enough  of  the  kind — 
more  than  are  well  conducted  and  well  sustained. 

That  our  proximity  to  the  larger  cities  renders  such  an  undertak- 
ing unnecessary. 

And  besides,  the  area  of  our  State  is  insufficient  to  furnish  the  re- 
quisite patronage. 
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To  the  first  of  these  objections  I  would  r^l j,  thai  eveij  locali^and  / 

every  Association  have  their  own  peculiar  wants.  | 

Again :  as  regards  oar  lesources,  for  subject  matter,  we  feel  aasored 
that  the  senior  members  of  the  Society  could  regularly  furnish  mono- 
graphs of  great  value  which  otherwise  might  never  be  drawn  forth. 
But  to  the  younger  members,  would  such  a  publication  prove  espe- 
cially beneficial.  We  have  many  physicians  in  our  ranks,  dose  observ- 
ers, good  reasoners,  and  judicious  prescribers,  who  yet  never  report 
one  of  their  numerous  cases,  nor  reduce  to  writing  their  views,  however 
original  in  conception,  sound  in  theory,  or  useful  in  practice.  If  the 
field  of  medical  knowledge  had  already  been  thoroughly  harvested, 
and  only  a  few  stray  ears  were  left  to  repay  the  toil  of  the  gleaner, 
such  neglect  would  be  excusable.  As  it  is,  we  have  hardly  crossed 
the  confines  of  our  territories,  and  the  golden  sheaves  hitherto  gar- 
nered, but  bespeak  the  fertility  of  our  inheritance.  While  opinions  on 
questions  of  ethics  and  religion,  of  justice  and  politics,  are  weekly  dis- 
seminated through  a  thousand  channels,  shall  we  remain  content  with 
present  acquisitions  nor  attempt  to  add  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  us 
by  our  professional  ancestors  ?  But  to  make  the  treasures  of  expe- 
rience available,  requires  power  of  analysis  and  method,  of  dose  think- 
ing and  accurate  reasoning.  The  nature  of  our  calling  does  not 
secure  intellectual  disdplijie  by  offering  an  arena  for  the  dash  of  mind 
against  mind,  as  is  the  case  in  law.  And  this  we  regret  the  less,  be- 
cause as  the  pen  gives  opinions  wider  circulation  than  oral  utterance, 
so  its  assiduous  use  is  the  most  effectual  means  of  training  those  fiicul- 
ties,  the  thorough  culture  of  which  ensures  to  the  physician  a  career  of 
usefulness  and  eminence.  If  we  have  a  Journal  of  our  own — ^the  in- 
dex of  our  ability — sentiments  of  pride  as  well  as  philanthropy,  will 
enlist  in  the  cause  the  choicest  talent  of  the  Stato. 

Again :  while  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  Metropolitan  dties, 
wher^  talent  and  capital  are  aggregated,  possess  superior  fiicilities  for 
journalism,  yet  the  influence  of  these  cities  should  by  no  means  grow 
to  such  an  estate  of  overweening  magnitude  as  to  reduce  the  cmmbry 
to  a  condition  of  inglorious  dependence. 

To  unenquiringly  borrow  from  them  our  opinions,  or  yidd  assent  to 
their  dogmas  as  ex  cathedra  and  authoritative,  would  be  no  less  than 
a  virtual  surrender  of  the  most  predous  of  our  birthrights.  Bold, 
self-sustaining  independent  habits  of  thought  constitute  the  very  foun- 
dation and  ground  work  of  intellectual  power.  Plant  an  elm  in  the 
open  field  and  it  will  grow  to  majestic  proportions.     Plant  the  same 
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elm  beneath  the  shade  of  another  that  has  luxuriated  in  the  sun-light 
of  a  hundred  summers,  and  it  will  always  be  a  dwarf.  As  individ- 
ualsy  eager  to  promote  mutual  improvement  and  the  good  of  our 
common  cause,  let  us  put  on  the  whole  armor;  especially  let  us  not 
slightly  esteem  the  pen  which  in  days  of  modem  amelioration  has 
become  a  weapon  mightier  than  the  sword. 

To  these  remarks,  already  much  too  long,  we  merely  add  the  sin- 
cere hope  that  our  annual  Convention  may  prove  one  of  much  pleasure 
and  profit  to  the  members  present,  and  that  our  acts  may  inure  to  the 
general  and  permanent  prosperity  of  the  Society. 


i. 


THE  APPLICATION  OF  THE  ISSUE. 

A  Dissertation  read  before  the  Annual  Convention^ 

BY  RUFUS  BAKER,  M.  D.,  OF  DEEP  RIVER. 


Gentlemen  op  the  State  Medical  Society  : — You  have  seen 
fit  to  appoint  me  to  present  to  your  notice  on  this  occasion,  some  of 
the  results  of  my  experience  in  the  practice  of  our  common  art.  I 
have  complied  with  extreme  diffidence,  not  only  that  the  habits,  ac- 
quired through  more  than  sixteen  years  of  a  somewhat  active  business 
life,  have  quite  unfitted  me  for  any  extended  literary  labor,  but  also 
that  during  the  past  year  my  time  has  been  so  occupied,  that  J  have 
found  it  impossible  to  give  even  the  most  trivial  subject  a  fair  investi- 
gation. 

I  have  prepared  for  you,  therefore,  no  rhetorical  essay  upon  the 
disputed  but  popular  topics  in  our  science ;  I  have  gone  into  no  new 
field  of  experiment ;  I  bring  you  no  ingenious  web  of  theories.  We, 
gentlemen,  as  members  of  an  active  and  philanthropic  profession, 
have  no  time  to  be  theorists.  Stepping  aside  for  an  hour  from  the 
busy  round  of  our  very  practical  life,  we  have  gathered  here  to 
exchange  our  experience  for  another  year,  acquire  perchance  from 
each  other  a  few  new  ideas,  and  again  take  our  places  tis  hard-working, 
earnest  men. 

It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  features  of  our  science,  that  it  rests 
upon  a  few  simple  truths.  The  student  need  not  be  bewildered  by 
long  series  of  axioms  and  propositions ;  the  practitioner,  if  he  be  true 
to  the  faith  he  once  professed,  may  walk  a  straight  and  narrow  path ; 
for,  like  the  solitary  ray,  guiding  the  seaman  amid  the  storm,  so  gleam 
along  the  lapse  of  years  those  grand  old  trutL<<,  bequeathed  us  by  our 
early  fathers.  Glorious  legacy !  uninjured  by  the  prejudice  of  ene- 
mies, safe  amid  the  turmoil  and  contention  of  friends,  undimmed  by 
the  mould  of  ignorance,  and  untarnished  by  decay. 
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This  is  emphatically  an  age  of  new  ideas,  of  bold  experiment,  and 
of  rapid  theory.     It  is  a  subject  of  regret,  that  in  our  independence 
we  mistake  impudence  for  freedom  of  thought,  and  having  been  so 
long  accustomed  to  form  and  change  theories  of  our  own,  we  now  pre- 
sume to  laugh  at  the  conclusions  to  which  our  fathers  arrived,  and 
even  cast  aside  those  truths  which  have  had  the  experience  of  centa- 
ries  to  confirm  them.     Sects  and  schools,  isms  and  pathies,  are  rising 
up  around  us,  claiming,  and  in  many  cases  securing,  a  lai^e  share  of 
the  patronage  of  the  people,  and  boasting,  with  too  much  truth,  of 
their  adherents  from  our  own  ranks.     Lamentable  as  it  is,  facts  are 
every  day  showing  us  that  dishonesty  is  becoming  too  common  in  the 
medical  profession.     At  the  present  day  the  temptations  are  so  strong 
to  yield  to  the  allurements  offered  by  the  various  systems  of  medical 
heresy ;  the  plain,  honest  practitioner  is  so  poorly  appreciated,  and  so 
meagerly  rewarded,  while  the  coffers  of  quackery  overflow,  that  it 
requires  an  unusual  devotion  to  our  art  to  retain  the  stem  integrity  of 
the  true  physician.     We  do  well,  therefore,  occasionally  to  revert  to 
those  time-honored  principles  which  we  have  received  from  the  past, 
and  thus  to  determine  how  far  our  progress  has  been  genuine,  by 
observing  how  nearly  it  conforms  to  the  great  Aindamental  truths  of 
our  art. 

I  ask,  therefore,  your  patient  attention  to  a  few  results  of  my  expe- 
rience in  the  workings  of  one  of  those  familiar  truths.  In  this  I 
expect  not  so  much  to  impart  new  ideas,  as  to  refresh  old  ones; 
desiring  not  so  much  the  fame  of  the  explorer,  as  to  find  my  experience 
confirmed  by  that  of  my  brethren. 

The  Issue,  as  a  curative  agent,  has  received  of  late  years  very 
slight  attention.  Few  medical  writers  have  given  us  any  ideas,  save 
the  most  vague,  of  their  action  upon  the  system,  or  have  discriminated 
with  any  degree  of  exactness  in  their  application  to  the  various  forms 
of  disease.  Yet  no  remedy  is  more  oonmion  in  nature,  none  ^as  had 
so  much  of  the  confidence  of  the  profession ;  few  are  capable  of  being 
wisely  applied  to  so  much  advantage ;  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  few  have 
been  employed  so  blindly. 

The  fathers  of  medicine  were  close  and  patient  observers  of  nature. 
They  laid  down  no  dogma,  striving  to  compel  her  conformity  to  their 
presumption.  They  learned  from  her  teachings,  and  imitated  her  in 
their  practice.  They  were  fond  of  expressing  those  truths  in  short 
sayings,  or  proverbs.  We  know  the  grand  dogma  of  Hippocrates  was 
that  upon  which  the  whole  theory  of  Allopathy  is  founded — *^  Contraria 
corUrariis  curantur^ 
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I  shall  not  occupy  your  tune  in  discussing  the  doctrine  of  counter- 
irritation.  Knowledge  is  but  observation ;  and  we,  both  as  men,  and 
as  physicians,  are  every  day  presented  with  evidences  of  its  truth. 
The  particular  channel  through  which  this  remedial  agent  acts,  other 
than  its  power  as  a  derivant  to  the  circulation,  we  may  not  be  able  to 
define.  What  part  may  be  assigned  to  the  nervous  system,  future 
observation  may  be  able  to  determine ;  but  that  its  office,  both  in  pro- 
ducing and  removing  derangements  of  the  various  organs,  is  an 
important  one,  no  one  can  have  failed  to  remark.  It  is  to  one  of  the 
forms  in  which  this  principle  is  applied — ^the  Issue — that  my  mind  has 
been  directed  for  some  years. 

The  action  of  the  issue  as  a  curative  agent  is  evidently  three-fold : 
as  a  counter-irritant,  stimulant,  and  a  drain. 

1st.  As  a  counter-irritant,  it  operates  by  exciting  the  blood-vessels 
near  the  surface,  attracting  the  blood  to  the  issue  and  adjacent  parts, 
and  in  the  same  degree  diverting  it  from  the  inflamed  part,  thus 
relieving  the  deep-seated  inflammation.  On  this  principle  the  moxa 
dry-cupping,  setons,  and  other  topical  applications,  are  made  use  of  to 
relieve  inflammation  of  the  brain,  spine,  &c.  Information  of  the  ben- 
eficial effects  of  this  remedy  has  recently  reached  us  from  across  the 
sea;  that  the  terrible  results  of  the  injuries  received  by  Senator 
Sunmer,  have  yielded  to  the  hardly  less  terrible  application  of  the 
moxa — the  favorite  remedy  of  Larry  and  other  eminent  French  sur- 
geons of  the  past  and  present ;  though  it  has  never  been  entirely  nat- 
uralized this  side  of  the  Atlantic 

2d.  It  acts  as  a  stimulant  to  the  internal  organ,  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple that  we  make  stimulating  applications  to  the  external  parts.  No 
argument  is  needed  to  prove  the  absorbing  power  of  the  lymphatics 
through  the  skin.  We  are  all  familiar  with  the  internal  effects  of 
cantharides,  from  the  application  of  a  blister — with  the  absorption  of 
turpentine  when  applied  externally.  We  apply  mercury  endermically, 
when  we  wish  a  speedy  constitutional  effect.  Morphia,  strychnia,  and 
a  variety  of  other  medicines,  are  applied  externally,  to  produce  internal 
effects  by  absorption.  We  are  also  familiar  with  the  effects  of  local 
stimulants  to  old  ulcers,  or  any  local  inflammation  of  an  atonic  character. 
In  like  manner  it  is  believed  that  when  a  caustic  is  applied  to  the 
skin,  portioQS  of  that  caustic  are  absorbed  and  carried  into  the  circula- 
tion, producing  an  effect  upon  distant  organs. 

3d.  The  issue  operates  in  imitation  of  nature,  as  a  drain  to  the 
system,  or  takes  the  place  of  a  natural  drain,  affecting  some  vital 
organ.     The  human  system  is  so  constituted,  as  to  contain  within 
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itself,  to  a  great  extent,  the  elements  of  repair,  and  our  efforts  to 
restore  a  diseased  organ  to  its  normal  state,  must,  if  successful,  act  in 
harmony  with  this  great  truth.  In  a  healthy  condition  of  an  organ, 
the  changes  of  growth  and  decay  that  must  be  constantly  going  on,  we 
are  told  by  physiologists,  are  accomplished  in  the  capillary  system  of 
blood-vessels,  as  it  is  through  these  capillaries  that  the  fluids  are  con- 
verted into  the  necessary  solids — the  solid  receiving  from  the  blood 
and  assimilating  with  its  proper  substance,  material,  particles  identical 
in  their  nature  with  those  of  which  it  already  consists ;  and  the  solid  | 

also  giving  up  to  the  blood,  and  relieving  itself  of  other  parddes 
which  before  formed  a  portion  of  itself,  but  which  have  become  unfit 
or  superfluous.  Now  any  departure  from  this  continual  change  of 
adding  and  subtracting  particles,  or  any  excess  or  defect  of  the  particles 
added,  or  the  particles  subtracted,  or  in  their  kind  or  quality,  or  any 
deviation  from  the  regular  process  of  nutrition,  changes  the  character 
and  quality  of  the  blood,  as  well  as  the  solid  thus  acted  upon.  These 
lesions  of  nutrition,  then,  together  with  deficient  excretory  action, 
render  the  fluids  of  the  system,  so  to  speak,  impure  in  their  character ; 
and  it  is  to  their  purification  that  the  repairing  efforts  of  nature  are 
directed,  and  to  the  aid  of  which  our  art,  to  be  successful,  must  also  be 
directed.  ^ 

Though  I  cannot,  by  any  means,  adopt  to  its  fullest  extent  the  old 
humoral  pathology,  that  aU  maladies  are  attributable  to  some  acrimony 
or  peccant  state  of  the  humors,  yet  I  am  still  farther  from  taking  the 
other  extreme — ^the  doctrine  of  the  solidists. 

The  solids  of  the  body  being  built  up  and  kept  in  repair  by  mate- 
rials furnished  by  the  blood ;  and  the  worn-out  particles  of  the  solids 
being  taken  into  the  blood,  to  be  conveyed  out  of  the  system  ;  it  is 
evident,  that,  if  any  organ  fails  to  appropriate  to  itself  particles  des- 
tined for  its  repair  or  growth ;  or,  if  particles  fail  to  be  eliminated 
from  the  blood,  destined  to  be  thrown  off  as  waste  matter,  the  health- 
ful condition  of  the  circulating  fluid  is  altered,  and  consequently  the 
harmonious  working  of  the  system  disturbed.     The  impure  fluids  or  -• 

those  particles  which  have  .not  been  excreted,  as  well  as  those  that 
have  not  been  appropriated,  remain  in  the  system,  and  are  oflen  de- 
posited on  some  feeble  or  imperfectly  nourished  organ,  making  it  a 
sort  of  reservoir  for  the  accumulation  of  these  fluids.  Now  what  is 
the  operation  of  nature,  when  she  is  successful  in  relieving  the  system 
of  this  source  of  disease  ?  The  facts  are  fitmHiar  to  us  all,  that  one 
disease  is  oflen  removed  on  the  supervention  of  another,  and  that  the 
exception  to  this  truth  seldom  occurs,  when  the  substitated  disease  is 
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connected  with  a  drain  from  the  part  of  the  system  affected.  Tuber- 
colar  disease  of  the  lungs  is  frequently  cured  by  the  supervention  and 
continuance  of  fistula  in  ano,  or.  some  other  suppurative  discharge. 
Many  diseases  of  the  internal  organs  get  well  on  the  appearance  of  a 
cutaneous  eruption,  or  a  succession  of  boils ;  diseases  are  suddenly 
arrested  by  a  critical  discharge;  a  monthly  hemoptisis  sometimes  oc- 
curs in  place  of  the  menstrual  discbarge :  cervical  abscesses  have  been 
known  to  cure  hydrocephalus,  &c. 

Taking  the  above  view  of  the  operations  of  nature,  the  idea  that 
naturally  suggests  itself  is,  to  establish  in  imitation  of  nature,  an  arti- 
ficial drain  from  the  body,  which  in  the  same  manner  shaU  remove 
these  retained  matters,  which  are  acting  as  poisons  to  the  blood. 

This  principle  holds  good  also  in  our  treatment  of  the  products  of 
inflammatory  action  in  any  part  of  the  system ;  and  accordingly  we 
find  blisters  and  issues  of  benefit  aiter  the  acute  stage  of  otitis,  iritis, 
pleuritis,  and  kindred  diseases.  We  are  accustomed  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  principle  in  administering  cathartic  and  diuretic  medicines 
in  typhus  and  malignant  fevers,  as  well  as  in  those  of  a  more  sthenic 
character,  which  are  attended  by  a  general  diminution  of  the  excre- 
tive function.  ,0n  a  similar  course  of  reasoning  we  discriminate  in 
our  application  of  the  various  caustics  to  the  diseases  of  the  uterine 
cervex.  In  that  form,  which  consists  in  a  simple  ulceration  of  the 
mucus  membrane  of  the  cervex,  and  os,  With  little  or  no  induration  of 
the  submucous  tissue,  we  find  much  benefit  from  the  application  of  the 
Lunar  Caustic  This  stimulates  the  circulation  of  the  part  to  a  healthy 
action,  at  the  same  time  that,  by  coagulating  the  albumen  of  the  tis- 
sue, it  forms  a  bland  coating  or  poultice  over  the  part,  thus  facilitating 
the  cure.  But  in  those  cases,  which  are  met  in  the  married  more  fre- 
quently, where,  with  the  state  above  described,  there  is  connected  an 
engorged  and  indurated  condition  of  the  body  of  the  cervex  and  the 
posterior  wall  of  the  uterus,  attended  by  chronic  leucorrhea,  and  more 
or  less  prolapsus,  we  must  resort  to  other  measures  for  a  cure.  No 
course  of  treatment  has  proved  so  successful  as  the  application  of  the 
Caustic  Potassa,  repeated  at  intervals  sufficient  to  keep  up  a  continual 
discharge  or  drain. 

But  with  these  facts  we  are  all  familiar:  I  will,  therefore,  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  some  of  the  chronic  diseases  of  an  asthenic 
character,  which  more  properly  depends  upon  arrested  secretion  or 
excretion.  Here  we  have  found  the  issue  of  peculiar  benefit  Take 
for  example  a  cold  or  catarrh — one  of  the  most  frequent  affections  in 
our  climate.    The  function  of  the  skin  is  arrested  by  the  exposure  to 
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cold,  and  particles  are  thrown  back  into  the  drcolalion  that  ought  to 
have  been  eliminated  b j  the  cutaneoos  excretion,  and  this  retained 
excretion  becomes  a  poison,  and  it  is  as  virtually  so  as  if  it  were  a 
poison  introduced  from  without  the  system.  Now,  what  is  the  result  ? 
Nature  sets  about  to  relieve  the  system  of  this  poison  in  the  blood ; 
and'  the  different  parts  of  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane  become 
a  vicarious  emunctory  for  this  suppressed  cutaneous  action,  and  the 
inflammation  connected  is,  no  doubt,  in  a  great  degree  the  result  of 
the  presence  of  the  morbid  material  in  those  parts.  The  treatment, 
in  a  recent  case,  is  plainly  to  restore  the  functions  of  the  skin,  which 
may  be  accomplished  by  diaphoretics,  diluents,  warmth,  &c. 

But  suppose  this  state  of  things  lasts  for  months,  or  even  years, 
producing  a  chronic  catarrh  or  bronchitis ;  in  this  case,  the  diaphore-. 
tics,  &C.,  will,  we  know,  accomplish  little;. the  vicarious  excretion  still 
continues,  and  with  it  the  inflammation,  produced  by  its  presence  in 
the  mucous  membrane.^    Suppose,  further,  that  this  occurs  in  a  person 
of  scroftilous  constitution,  or  imperfect  assimilating  organs;  then  tubei^ 
cular  matter  is  accumulated  upon  this  already  weakened  part,  produ- 
cing still  more  extensive  inflammation.     This  inflammation  is  attended 
by  the  soflening,  and  of  course,  the  ultimate  expulsion  of  the  tuber- 
cular matter,  oflen  effecting  a  cure  of  the  disease  by  nature,  in  the 
same  way  that  scrofulous  matter  is  removed  from  the  cervical  glands, 
by  the  ulceration  and  dissolving  of  tubercular  matter  in  them.     The 
lungs  would  doubtless  often  be  cured  spontaneously,  were  it  not  the 
tact  that,  while  scrofulous  matter  is  being  removed  from  one  part  of 
the  lung,  it  is  multiplied  in  another ;  till  at  length  death  ensues  as  the 
consequence.     I  believe  that  there  is  no  means  within  the  reach  of 
the  physician  that  so  certainly  fulfills  this  indication — to  prevent  this 
multiplication  of  tubercular  deposit — ^to  divert  this  vicarious  excre- 
tion as  an  artificial  drain  from  some  other  part  of  the  system,  properly 
regulated,  and  properly  applied. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  is  apparent  that  persons  of  a  scrofulous 
diathesis  are  the  class  of  cases  that  are  most  benefited  by  the  use  of 
issues ;  and  if  a  cure  is  not  effected,  I  think  we  can  safely  adopt  the 
language  of  an  eminent  medical  writer,  who  says,  ^  K  we  can  venture 
no  further,  we  may  unhesitatingly  assert  that  we  have  seen  the  issue 
retard  the  progress  of  tubercular  consumption.  They  seem  in  these 
cases  to  act  as  safety  valves  to  the  system ;  letting  off  any  incipient 
disposition  to  infliammation,  and  thus,  without  much  impairing  the 
strength,  enabling  the  body  to  bear  tonics  and  a  more  generous  diet, 
than  it  would  otherwise  Buppart" 
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''The  plan  of  introdacing  issues,"  sajs  Mr.  Liston,  ''has  rather 
gone  out  of  fashion:  but  there  is  nothing  I  am  more  convinced  of,  than 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  this  practice  being  adopted  in  some 
cases.  Nature  often  seems  to  establish  them  for  the  prevention,  relief, 
or  cure  of  internal  diseases." 

Says  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams,  Cyclopedia  Prac  Med.,  "When  ener- 
getic, these  remedies  (Issues)  are  of  great  utility  in  chronic  inflamma- 
tions of  various  kinds.  If  any  distinction  can  be  made  as  to  the  kinds 
in  which  they  are  the  most  serviceable,  it  may  be  suggested  that  the 
circumscribed  texhiral  tnjlammaiions  of  viscera  are  peeuUarly  benefited 
by  their  use.  When  of  more  moderate  form,  and  secreting  serum, 
they  act  rather  as  evacuants,  and  have  been,  not  unaptly,  compared  to 
a  new  secreting  gland  in  the  system." 

I  have  found  the  issue  of  decided  use  in  all  chronic  inflammationsy 
where  the  vitality  of  the  system  was  not  too  low,  and  particularly  in  dis- 
ease connected  with  a  scrofulous  diathesis;  the  violence  of  its  action 
being  varied  to  the  condition  and  strength  of  the  patient,  and  the  kind 
of  issue  to  the  indications  to  be  fulfilled. 

K  issues  are  of  so  much  service  as  a  remedial  agent,  it  becomes  a 
question  of  practical  interest  to  ascertain  what  are  the  best  and  most 
efficient  issues,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  their  application*  Nitric 
acid  makes  a  good  issue;  yet  there  are  strong  objections  to  its  use;  it 
destroys  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied,  making 
the  character  of  the  discharge  different  from  that  obtained  from  the 
surface  of  the  skin,  and  cannot  be  sufficiently  oflen  repeated  to  obtain 
its  beneficial  action,  by  the  absorption  of  its  acrid  principle.  Yet, 
when  a  counter-irritant  alone  is  wanted,  it  is  efficient;  and  cases  that 
have  come  under  my  own  observation  might  be  related,  where  it  has  been 
evidently  of  the  greatest  benefit  Caustic  Potassa  or  Vienna  Caustic 
also  makes  a  good  issue;  yet  its  objections  are  the  same  as  those  of 
the  acid.  Chloride  Zinc  paste  does  well  in  the  production  of  small 
issues;  but  it  is  intensely  painful,  where  a  large  surface  is  covered,  and 
somewhat  uncertain  in  its  action.  The  same  objection  may  also  be 
urged  against  it  that  applies  to  the  Nitric  Add  issue.  The  same  also 
applies  to  setons,  and  all  discharges  where  the  application  does  not 
require  frequent  repetition  to  keep  up  the  discharge,  and  where  the 
discharge  is  produced  from  the  destruction  of  tissue.  Of  the  vegeta- 
bles that  are  used  in  the  production  of  an  issue,  the  Croton  Oil  is  ad- 
mirable in  some  cases,  though  hardly  active  enough  in  severe  disease. 
The  Mezereon  the  same.  The  root  of  the  Arum  or  Indian  Turnip 
and  seeds  of  the  Skunk  Cabbage  have  been  tried;  but  there  is  hardly 
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sufficient  (lata  to  pronounce  authoritativelj  concerning  them.     Some 
of  the  species  of  Rhus,  particnlarlj  the  Rhus  Radicans  or  Poison  Ivy, 
have  been  proposed;  but  their  action  is  too  uncertain,  and  effects  manj 
persons  too  violently  to  make  them  either  safe  or  reliable.     The  nx>ts 
of  several  species  of  Ranunculus  have  been  tried  for  this  purpose. 
The  R.  Acris  and  R.  Sceleratus,  which  are  among  the  most  common 
species,  do  not  seem  to  act  with  much  efficiency.     Thej  produce  a  sore 
and  a  serous  discharge,  and  as  sdmulants  and  counter-irritants,  no 
doubt  are  of  service  where  a  drain  from  the  system  is  not  needed. 
The  Ranunculus  Bulbosus  is  much  more  efficient,  and  in  my  opinion, 
makes  the  best  article,  to  produce  the  three-fold  acdon  of  the  issue, 
that  our  Materia  Medica  affords. 

There  is  evidently  a  marked  difference  between  the  action  of  issues 
produced  by  the  destruction  of  cellular  tissue  to  a  greater  or  less 
depth,  and  those,  the  discharge  of  which  is  obtained  from  the  papillie 
of  the  true  skin,  the  latter  being,  as  a  general  thing,  alone  beneficial 
in  those  diseases  of  debility  we  have  just  been  considering.  This  we 
may  readily  understand  when  we  consider  that  the  action  of  the  deep-* 
seated  issue  is  followed  by  the  efforts  of  nature  at  repair,  requiring  an 
expenditure  of  vital  force,  wholly  incompatible  with  the  wants  of  the 
enfeebled  organ.  -  Here  we  claim  to  be  the  peculiar  advantage  gained 
by  the  use  of  the  latter  class  of  issues,  and  especially  of  the  Ranun- 
culus,— ^that  we  secure  all  the  therepeutic  effects  we  have  before  attri- 
buted to  this  class  of  remedies,  especially  that  of  a  stimulant,  with  but 
little  depression,  or  exhaustion  of  the  vital  force. 

A  very  fair  description  of  this  plant  (the  Ranunculus  Bulbosus,) 
may  be  found  in  the  United  States  Dispensatoiy. 

I  have  used  this  article  for  many  years,  and  in  a  great  varieQr  of 
cases  and  diseases  where  the  inflammation  was  of  an  atonic  character, 
and  can  bear  testimony  to  its  value.  True,  I  have  found  an  occasional 
case,  where  its  action  was  too  violent ;  but  this  has  been  rare.  Gren- 
erally,  the  application,  particularly  in  persons  of  a  scroftilons  constitu- 
tion, has  been  attended  with  febrile  symptoms  for  a  few  hours,  passing 
off,  in  many  cases,  with  pleasant  exhiliration;  patients  often  express- 
ing surprise  that  they  felt  so  much  better  and  stronger  than  they  had 
for  a  long  time  previous.  Cases  have  been  of  frequent  occurrence 
in  my  practice,  where  I  have  been  called  upon  to  apply  the  Ranun- 
culus issue,  to  relieve  the  individual  of  a  feeling  of  prostration,  the 
patient  claiming  that  the  issue  applied,  perhaps  months  or  years  before, 
so  much  increased  the  strength  that  they  are  anxious  to  make  another 
trial. 
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In  applying  this  article  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  issue,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  plant  should  be  used  in  its  green  or  fresh  state, 
as  the  acrid  principle  is  lost  by  drying,  or  by  the  application  of  heat. 
My  mode  of  making  the  application  is  simply  to  apply  to  the  part  I 
wish  to  vesicate,  the  fresh  bulb,  bruised,  letting  it  remain  on  four,  six, 
or  eight  hours.  After  its  removal,  I  make  application  of  plantain, 
beet,  or  cabbage  leaves  for  some  twenty-four  hours ;  then  remove  the 
cutide,  and  dress  the  part  with  some  mildly  stimulating  plaster.  I 
generally  use  the  Emp.  Galban.  Comp.  The  purulent  discharge  is 
kept  up  for  ten  days  or  two  weeks,  when  another  application  is  neces- 
sary, if  it  is  desirable  to  continue  the  discharge. 

In  ascertaining  what  is  the  best  article  with  which  to  make  an  issue 
that  will  produce  the  effects  desired,  the  question  naturally  arises,  what 
is  the  best  location  for  its  application? 

If  the  action  of  the  issue  was  to  counter-irritate,  to  act  simply  as  a 
derivative  or  revulsive,  there  would  be  great  propriety  in  making  the 
sore  as  far  as  possible,  even,  £rom  the  diseased  part  But  experience 
proves  the  contraiy — ^that  their  value  is  in  proportion  to  the  nearness 
of  the  issue  to  the  part  afi^ted.  Hence  in  diseases  of  the  lungs  I 
invariably  apply  my  issue  to  the  inside  of  the  arm,  that  portion  being 
anatomically  much  nearer  to  the  part  affected,  than  if  applied  direcdy 
to  the  chest,  over  the  lung  diseased,  the  arm  on  which  the  application 
is  made  corresponding  with  the  lung  affected;  in  all  cases,  seeking 
where  it  is  convenient,  to  apply  the  issue  as  near  as  possible  anatomi- 
cally to  the  part  diseased. 

In  proof  of  the  value  of  the  issue,  and  particularly  that  of  the  Ra- 
nunculus issue,  as  a  remedial  agent  in  the  cure  of  disease,  I  crave  your 
indulgence  while  I  relate  a  few  of  the  many  cases  treated  by  this 
means,  combined  with  the  use  of  mild  tonics,  which  are  generally  given 
in  connection. 

Case  1.  Mrs.  P.  I. — ^Inheriting  a  scrofulous  constitution,  she  had, 
for  about  one  year,  been  the  subject  of  a  severe  and  troublesome 
cough;  mucopurulent  expectoration,  and  frequent  slight  attacks  of 
hemorrhage;  almost  constant  pain  in  die  left  side. 

Treaticsnt.  Application  of  issues  of  Kanunculus  to  left  arm,  pro- 
ducing for  the  first  few  hours  a  very  active  febrile  disturbance,  passing 
off  pleasantiy,  and  followed  by  a  free  discharge  of  fetid  matter.  A  free 
use  of  porter  and  generous  diet.  The  issues  were  frequentiy  repeated 
for  about  six  months.  The  discharges  became  less  fetid,  and  health 
gradually  improved,  till  she  was  discharged  well.     This  was  in  the 

summer  of  1852 ;  since  which  time  she  has  enjoyed  very  good  health. 
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Case  2.    Mrs.  G.  6.  aged  34.    I  was  called  to  visit  this  case  in 
the  Spring  of  1855.    Of  a  scrofulous  diathesis.    Two  years  preyiouslj, 
a  tumor  had  been  removed  (torn  the  left  breast  by  a  celebrated  cancer 
doctor.     This  he  pronounced  cancer ;  and  it  was  removed  by  the  appli- 
cation of  caustics.     She  had  for  the  last  three  months  been  undergoing 
a  course  of  dosing,  by  one  of  the  same  class  of  doctors,  for  oonsmnp- 
tion.     I  found  her  with  a  frequent  pulse,  hurried  respiration,  pain  in 
right  side,  severe  and  troublesome  cough,  with  expectoration  of  maoo- 
purulent  matter,  often  streaked  with  blood :  had  had  frequent  turns  of 
slight  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  emaciation  going  on  rapidly,  extreme 
debility,  being  hardly  able  to  walk  across  the  room.     This  patient  had 
taken  so  much  medicine  that  she  was  averse  to  taking  more,  as  the 
stomach  had  become  so  irritable,  that  it  had  been  rejected  for  some 
little  time  previously ;  and  during  my  whole  treatment,  the  oiily  medi- 
cines given  were  small  doses  of  subnitrate  Bismuth  in  incision  of  Co- 
lombo, for  the  purpose  of  allaying  that  irritability.    Applications  of  the 
Ranunculus  issue  were  made  to  the  arm,  which  produced  the  usual 
febrile  excitement,  passing  off  pleasantly  in  a  short  time.    The  sup- 
puration was  copious,  with  an  offensive  smell  at  first,  during  the  dis- 
charge, which  continued  for  a  little  more  than  two  weeks.    She  rapidly 
gained  strength ;  the  cough  lessened  in  violence ;  expectoration,  also, 
became  much  less.     The  discharges  from  the  arm  were  kept  up  for 
about  three  months ;  the  applications  being  repeated  as  oflen  as  neces- 
sary to  keep  up  a  discharge  of  matter.     She  was  then  dismissed,  caU- 
ing  herself  welL     Since  that  time  to  the  present,  she  has  enjoyed  very 
good  health ;  having  called  on  me  about  a  year  afterwards  to  make  an 
application  of  the  ^^  plant''  to  the  arm,  as  she  felt  weak,  and  knew  by 
experience  that  it  would  give  her  strength. 

Case  3.  In  the  Spring  of  1858, 1  was  called  to  visit  a  young  man 
aged  eighteen  years,  laboring  under  Hemoptisis.  He  had  discharged 
large  quantities  of  blood  previous  to  my  arrival  Acting  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  character  of  the  hemorrhage  required  stimulants  to  the 
part  diseased,  turpentine  was  administered  by  the  mouth,  and  an  issue 
applied  to  the  arm.  After  the  hemorrhage  subsided,  mild  tonics  were 
given,  and  continued  with  the  issues  for  a  long  time.  Frequent  exam- 
ination of  the  chest  revealed  quite  extensive  tubercular  deposite  in 
the  right  lung.  This,  together  with  the  fact  that  two  members  of  his 
family  had  died  of  phthisis,  gave  the  case  a  very  unpromising  char- 
acter. The  treatment  was  continued  for  several  months,  and  as  much 
exercise  in  the  open  air  enjoined,  as  could  be  borne.    At  this  time. 
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May  20,  he  is  in  tolerable  health,  and  [able  to  labor  as  much  as  usual. 
Auscultation  gives  evidence  that  tubercular  absorption  has  taken  place. 

Tubercular  disease  is,  it  has  been  said,  a  disease  of  diminished  nu- 
trition and  weakness,  and  of  course  requires  a  general  invigorating 
and  supporting  system  of  treatment ;  yet  at  the  same  time,  it  is  an 
established  fact,  that  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  tubercular  deposit, 
there  is  a  greater  or  less  amount  of  inflammatory  action,  involving  the 
adjacent  structures.  This  inflammatoiy  action,  it  is  believed,  is  reliev- 
ed by  the  Ranunculus  issue,  on  the  principles  of  counter-irritation, 
which,  at  the  same  time,  stimulates  the  disintegration  of  the  tubercular 
matter,  that  is  already  formed,  and,  by  the  drain  from  the  circulatory 
system,  removes  this  disintegrated  mass,  with  other  morbid  matters, 
from  the  circulation,  which  in  time,  would  be  added  to  the  mass  al- 
ready formed. 

Case  4.  E.  R.,  a  child  two  years  old,  came  into  my  hands  in 
April,  1846.  It  had  been  treated  for  scroftilous  ophthalmia  most  of  the 
time  for  one  year.  For  the  last  six  months  the  mother  had  been  con- 
fined to  a  dark  room  with  the  child,  as  it  could  not  bear  the  light.  I 
found  it  impossible  to  make  a  satisfactory  examination  on  this  account 
I  discovered  that  the  cornea  of  both  eyes  was  partially  covered  by  the 
effusion  of  lymph. 

Treatment.  An  issue  applied  to  the  back  of  the  neck  by  means 
of  caustic  potassa ;  generous  diet ;  and  as  much  exposure  to  light  and 
air  as  could  be  borne.  In  one  month  the  child  was  about,  without  a 
covering  to  the  eyes ;  and  at  this  time  is  a  healthy  person. 

Case  5.  Mrs.  W.  S.,  aged  44.  A  large  and  modulated  swelling 
of  the  right  breast  It  had  been  pronounced  schirrous  by  a  physi- 
cian, who  had  previously  examined  it  Treated  by  repeated  issues  of 
Ranunculus,  mild  tonics  and  alteratives.  In  three  months  the  swell- 
ing disappeared,  and  has  not  returned.     The  woman  is  healthy. 

Case  6.  Mrs.  P.  First  visited  her  in  the  winter  of  1854.  Had 
been  troubled  with  cough  and  bronchial  irritation.  For  several  years 
since  an  attack  of  measles,  that  did  not  ^  come  out**  properly:  but  her 
symptoms  'had  been  greatly  aggravated  from  taking  cold,  some  six 
weeks  previously.  The  disease  was  attended  with  loss  of  voice,  an 
almost  constant  and  harassing  cough,  and  muco-purulent  expectora- 
tion, frequently  streaked  with  blood.  There  were  no  positive  signs  of 
the  presence  of  tubercles  in  the  lungs ;  as  auscultation  revealed  only 
mucous  and  bronchial  rales  over  both  lungs,  with  very  slight  dullness, 
and  prolonged  expiration  under  the  left  clavicle :  although  she  pre- 
sented many  of  the  rational  signs  of  tubercular  consumption.   There  was 
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evidendj  follicular  inflammation  of  the  pharyngeal  membrane,  extend- 
ing bejond  my  power  of  examining;  and  belieying  this  a  good  case  for 
the  topical  application  of  a  solutionof  nitrate  of  silver,  I  made  trial  of  it 
thoroughly  and  perseveringly,  and  witib  the  greatest  confidence  in  the 
success.  After  a  few  weeks  trial  it  was  abandoned,  and  the  Banun- 
culus  issue  made  use  of  and  repeated  for  some  four  or  five  months, 
when  her  health  being  so  much  improved,  treatment  was  discontinued. 
Since  which  time  she  has  enjoyed  comfortable  health.  Once  or  twice 
in  the  time,  she  has  asked  for  a  Ranunculus  issue,  as  she  was  begin- 
ning to  hare  some  of  the  old  feeling  about  the  throat 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  in  favor  of  inhalations  and  the  tofp- 
ical  application  of  nitrate  silver  in  Phthisis,  and  Bronchial  and  Laryn- 
geal dbeases.  In  allaying  the  irritation  of  the  part  to  which  they  can 
be  applied,  their  use  is  undoubted  and  important ;  and  I  would  accord 
all  honor  to  those  who  have  made  these  discoveries  and  perfected  the 
plan  for  application.  But  in  comparing  facts  with  the  theories  that  are 
put  forth,  and  observing  that  when  chronic  diseases  of  the  character  to 
which  I  have  referred,  are  decidedly  improved  by  remedies,  there  is 
such  marked  evidence  that  these  remedies  act  through  a  general, 
rather  than  a  local  influence,  that  the  argument  is  strengtbened  by 
these  observations,  that  these  local  developments  are  the  result  of  con- 
stitutional affection,  rather  than  local  diseases  with  sympathetic  consti- 
tutional disorder,  and  are  not,  and  can  not  be  cured  by  these  topical 
applications  alone. 

The  following  is  from  a  practicing  physician  of  this  State  t 

^  You  ask  the  result  of  my  experience  in  my  own  case,  as  to  the 
utility  of  the  issue.  As  you  are  aware,  the  issue  was  inserted  as  a 
remedy  against  the  recurrence  of  a  urino-genital  inflammation,  to  which 
I  had  been  subject,  as  well  as  a  state  of  general  plethora.  The  efiect 
on  both  these  has  been  decidedly  beneficial;  and  from  an  early  period 
after  its  insertion,  which  is  now  more  than  two  years,  to  the  present,  I 
have  had  but  little  of  my  former  trouble.  An  old  chronic  cough, 
with  which  I  have  been  more  or  less  harassed  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  has  been  materially  benefited;  and  for  a  year  or  so  past 
my  general  health  and  strength  have  been  better  than  for  many 
years ;  and  I  have  scarcely  taken  a  cathartic  since  the  insertion  of  the 
issue,  although  I  formerly  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  do  so  very 
often." 

Repeated  cases  might  be  related  illustrating  the  remedial  effects  of 
various  kinds  of  issues ;  such  as  blisters,  kept  dischar^ng  by  Savine 
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Cerate,  Caustic  Potassa  and  Lime,  Setons,  Croton  Oil,  Tartar  Emetic 
Ointment,  &c 

But  I  forbear,  craving  your  attention  but  a  few  moments  longer,  to 
the  following  deductions : 

Ist.  If  the  doctrine  of  counter-irritation  be  true,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  an  herculean  task  to  controvert  it,  it  then  follows  that  in  dis- 
eased action  or  rather  inflammation,  where  the  indications  are  to  pro- 
duce revulsion  or  counter^irritation,  those  articles  should  be  selected 
that  produce  no  stimulating  effect  upon  deep-seated  organs  by  absorp- 
tion, but  act  directly  and  solely  upon  the  parts  to  which  they  are  ap- 
plied ;  such  as  the  Seton,  Actual  Cautery,  Hot  Water,  &c. 

2d.  If  it  is  true  that  the  acrid  principle  of  counter-irritants  is 
absorbed  and  acts  on  deep-seated  parts  in  the  same  manner  that  stim- 
ulating applications  operate  on  superficial  parts,  of  which  there  is  evi- 
dently abundant  proof;  it  then  follows,  that  in  diseases  of  mucous 
membranes,  tubercular  exudations,  and  all  inflammations  of  an  asthenic 
character,  will  require  for  counter-irritants  those  articles  of  which  a 
greater  or  less  amount  of  acrid  principle  will  be  absorbed. 

Though  the  probable  theoretical  action  of  the  issue  as  a  stimulant 
has  been  hinted  at,  yet  facts  strongly  denote  that  they  do  more.  By 
their  stimulant  eflects  to  the  terminal  lymphatics  of  the  skin,  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  they  excite  the  glandular  and  lymphatic  systems 
to  a  healthy  action,  and  thereby  prevent  the  formation  of  scrofulous 
matter  in  the  system.  The  lymphatic  system  failing  to  perform  its 
ofiice,  as  it  does  in  scrofulous  disease,  the  indication  in  treatment  is 
plainly  to  find  some  remedies  that  will  restore  its  normal  action,  and 
facts  point  to  the  stimulant  effects  of  the  issue  as  one  of  these  reme- 
dies. 

dd.  K  the  doctrine  be  correct,  that  disease  is  produced  by  fitulty 
nutrition  and  excretion,  and  that  thereby  morbid  matters  remain  in 
the  circulation,  acting  as  poisons,  or  are  deposited  on  some  imperfectly 
nourished  organ,  producing  destructive  inflammation,  the  indications  are 
plainly  to  remove  this  morbid  matter  from  the  system ;  and  without  a 
theory  even,,  facts  abundantly  prove  that  a  suppurative  discharge  or 
drain  from  the  circulation,  does  veiy  often,  certainly  and  speedily,  fulfill 
this  indication. 


SANITARY  REPORT. 

Read  before  the  Hartford  Cmmty  Medical  Soeietyy  April  21,  1859. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentleicen  : — ^The  Sanitaiy  Committee  of 
Hartford  County  for  the  year  1858,  would  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  endeavored  to  obtam  such  information,  relative  to 
the  objects  for  which  they  were  appointed,  and  would  qualify  them  to 
present  some  statements  that  would  be  of  value  to  the  society.  The 
customary  circulars  have  been  sent  to  all  the  members  of  the  society, 
requesting  each  one  to  furnish  a  statement  of  the  mortality  in  his  own 
town  or  parish,  together  with  an  account  of  any  epidemic  that  may 
have  prevailed,  or  unusual  sickness,  or  whether  it  has  been  a  year  of 
health ;  also  to  forward  such  observations  in  regard  to  the  causes  and 
character  of  the  diseases,  and  the  hygienic  condition  of  the  town  as 
might  occur  to  him.  There  was  also  a  request  made  that  such  cases 
as  were  deemed  important  might  be  furnished  in  detail  Your  com- 
mittee have  urgently  solicited  members,  by  letter  and  personally,  to 
comply  with  the  above  requests. 

They  would  not  impute  it  to  a  lack  of  interest  in  these  matters  on 
the  part  of  the  profession  generally,  that  in  so  many  instances  no  re- 
sponse has  been  made  to  these  inquiries,  but  rather  to  an  aversion  to 
the  use  of  the  pen ;  for  they  cannot  believe  any  member  of  this  society 
to  be  indifferent  to  whatever  is  calculated  to  promote  the  health  of  the 
community,  or  unwilling  to  do  what  he  can  to  remove  the  causes  of 
disease  and  mortality.  But  when  the  attention  is  directed  to  the  mat- 
ter of  stating  facts,  in  regard  to  diseases  and  their  causes,  the  physi- 
cian is  too  much  inclined  to  excuse  himself  from  its  performance. 

What  is  wanted  is  not  an  elaborate  essay,  but  a  simple  statement 
of  facts,  such  as  would  show  the  relative  amount  of  sickness  and  mor- 
tality, compared  with  other  places,  and  the  same  place  in  different 
years. 

It  is  due  the  society,  however,  to  state  here,  that  during  the  five 


56 

jears  in  which  this  subject  has  been  bron^t  before  its  members,  seve- 
ral reports,  some  of  much  interest  and  all  of  value,  have  been  made 
relative  to  certain  localities,  giving  important  information  respecting 
the  mortality,  amount  of  sickness,  causes  of  disease,  and,  in  a  few 
cases,  the  topc^raphj. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  hereafter  much  more  definite  information 
may  be  furnished,  and  that  every  member  of  the  society  will  feel  him- 
self obligated  to  contribute  something  for  the  promotion  of  this  object. 

During  the  present  year  reports  have  been  received  fipom  Drs. 
Moody  of  Plainville,  Warner  of  Wethersfield,  and  Hart  of  Southing- 
ton.  Although  these  are  not  as  fall  as  might  be  desired,  they  furnish 
valuable  facts  in  regard  to  their  respective  places. 

Through  the  politeness  of  Mr.  Hoadly,  State  Librarian,  access  has 
been  had,  as  on  a  former  occasion,  to  the  mortuary  returns  as  made  fay 
the  registrars  of  the  several  towns.  Access  has  been  had  also  to  the 
tables  prepared  by  himself,  showing  the  number  of  deaths  that  have 
occurred  in  the  county  during  the  year,  also  the  number  fix>m  each 
town,  and  their  causes,  arranged  according  to  their  respective  classes. 

From  these  returns,  we  find  the  whole  number  of  deaths  occurring 
in  the  county  during  the  year  1858  was  1316, — 677  males,  706  fe- 
males; 13,  sex  not  stated.  Excess  of  females  29.  There  were  under 
one  year  of  age,  284;  from  1  to  5  years,  230;  from  5  to  10,  56;  from 

10  to  20,  75;  from  20  to  30,  165;  from  30  to  40,  109;  from  40  to  50, 
92;  from  50  to  60,  84;  from  60  to  70,  89;  from  70  to  80,  112;  from 
80  to  90, 71 ;  from  90  to  100, 14.  More  than  one-third  were  children 
under  five  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  was  329 ;  from  diseases 
of  uncertain  seat,  120;  nervous  organs,  175;  respiratory  organs,  334; 
circulative,  52;  digestive,  72;  urinary,  7;  generative,  34;  locomotive, 
9;  integumentative,  4;  old  age,  70;  violence,  63;  making  total  of 
known  causes,  1269.     Unknown,  83;  stillborn,  44.     Total,  1396. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  reported  for  the  county  for  1857  was 
1318, — ^males  667,  females  626,  not  stated  25.  From  zymotic  dis- 
eases, 350;  of  uncertain  seat,  123;  the  nervous  organs,  178;  respira- 
tory, 306;  circulative,  34;  digestive,  61 ;  urinary,  3;  generative,  18; 
locomotive,  10;  integumentative,  4;  old  age,  53;  violence,  48.  Total 
of  known  causes,  1188.  Of  causes  unknown,  98.  StUlbom,  32. 
Total,  1318. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  the  prevalence  or  absence  of  zymotic 
diseases  is  a  good  index  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  a  place.  The 
causes  of  deaUi  included  in  this  class  were  of  cholera,  1 ;  cholera  in- 
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fantum,  70;  croup,  42;  diarrheay  16;  djsenterj,  17;  erysipelaB,  11; 
fever,  8;  typhus  fever,  58;  hooping  cough,  2;  influenza,  2;  measles, 
7;  scarlatina,  94;  small  pox,  3;  syphilis,  1.  Total,  329.  Total  for 
1857,  350; — ^being  21  more  than  the  present  year.  The  deaths  occur- 
ring from  contagious  diseases  are  much  less  numerous  than  in  1857, 
with  the  exception  of  scarlatina  which  was  nearly  the  same.  This 
latter  disease  appears  to  have  prevailed  more  particularly  in  the 
northern  towns  bordering  on  the  Connecticut  river.  £nfield  reports 
14  fatal  cases,  Suffield  9,  Windsor  Locks  6,  and  Hartford  38. 

Typhus  fever  prevailed  in  Manchester  during  the  Autumn.  Many 
cases  of  a  grave  type  are  reported  to  have  occurred.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  no  more  definite  account  of  this  epidemic  could  be  obtained* 

The  number  of  deaths  from  affections  of  the  respiratory  organs  is 
considerably  greater  than  for  1857.  In  1858  there  were  334,  in  1857, 
310.  This  increase  is  due  to  consumption  which  has  caused  219 
deaths  for  the  last  year  against  188  for  the  preceding.  Pneumonia, 
on  the  contrary,  produced  84  against  105. 

Last  year  your  committee  called  attention  to  the  fact,  that,  of  deaths 
from  consumption,  the  per  centage,  based  upon  the  number  from  known 
causes,  in  the  towns  bordering  upon  the  Connecticut  river,  with  the 
exception  of  Hartford,  was  nearly  or  quite  double  that  of  the  more  hilly 
portions  of  the  country.  The  returns  for  the  past  year  show  a  differ- 
ent result.  The  per  centage  is  greater  for  the  towns  remote  from  the 
river  than  ibr  those  bordering  upon  it. 

The  percentage  for  Hartford  is  12.50,  for  other  river  towns  taken 
together  15.18,  whilst  for  all  others  in  the  aggregate,  it  is  19.95,  the 
average  for  the  county  being  about  17.  "Of  course  it  is  not  safe  to 
estimate  the  amount  of  sickness  in  a  given  place  by  the  number  of 
deaths  that  have  occurred,  or  to  judge  of  the  particular  forms  and 
characterof  disease  in  this  way,for  the  greater  portion  of  the  sickness  that 
exists  does  not  prove  fatal,**  and  it  is  not  always  true  that  the  amount 
of  mortality  bears  any  just  proportion  to  the  number  of  cases  of  dis- 
ease; still,  as  a  general  thing,  "the  number  of  deaths  does  bear  a  con- 
stant proportion  to  the  amount  of  sickness,  and  the  study  and  analysis 
of  mortuary  statistics,  in  connection  with  other  sources  of  infonnation, 
frimishes  most  valuable  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  sanitary  condition 
of  a  place  from  time  to  time.** 

Hartford  has  presented  but  little  sickness  of  much  severity  during 
the  past  year.  Most  cases  have  proved  mild  and  amenable  to  treat- 
ment. It  will  be  remembered  that  the  small  pox  made  its  f^pearanoe 
here  as  an  epidemic  in  the  Autumn  of  1856,  and  continued  as  sodi 
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through  the  jear  1857.  Cases  of  this  disease  ooccnnred  daring  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year  1858,  a  few  of  which  proyed  fatal  Since 
that  time  the  city  has  been  free  from  it 

Scarlet  fever  was  somewhat  prevalent  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year,  generally  of  a  mild  type.  As  the  weather  grew  warmer  there 
was  less  of  it,  very  few  cases  occurring  till  late  in  the  Autumn,  when 
it  presented  itself  in  the  north-west  section  of  the  city,  manifesting  a 
more  malignant  character.  A  larger  proportion  of  the  cases  proved 
fatal  The  disease  showed  very  little  tendency  to  spread  beyond  a 
very  limited  space. 

Diarrhea,  dysentery,  and  cholera  infimtum  were  not  at  any  time 
very  prevalent  Gases  which  did  occur  were  generally  mild.  The 
comparative  freedom  from  this  class  of  disorders  was,  no  doubt  in  part, 
due  to  the  mild  weather.  The  season  was  free  from  extreme  heat, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  days  in  June,  and  was  not  subject  to  sod- 
den and  great  changes  of  temperature.  Copious  showers  of  rain  were 
not  unfrequent,  and  the  streets  and  gutters  of  the  city  were  in  this  way 
thoroughly  washed  and  cleansed,  thus  purifying  the  atmosphere  from 
noxious  effluvia.  Another  circumstance  worthy  of  notice  is  that  there 
was  no  freshet  during  the  year  sufficient  to  submerge  the  lower  por- 
tions of  the  city  and  the  surrounding  meadows,  as  is  usual,  espedaUy 
in  the  Spring. 

There  are  other  causes  which  should  not  be  overlooked  in  oonsideiv 
ing  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city,  such  as  the  improvement  in 
drainage  by  the  introduction  of  sewers  into  most  of  the  streets,  and  by 
the  raising  of  low  portions,  thus  carrying  off  the  water  which  formerly 
remained  stagnant 

The  introduction  of  the  Connecticut  river  water,  furnishing  not  only 
a  pure  beverage,  but  an  abundant  supply  for  purposes  of  bathing, 
purifying  conductors,  drains,  &c.,  has,  unquestionably,  done  much  for 
the  removal  of  unhealtbful  influences. 

The  chairman  of  the  health  conmiittee  has  by  lus  constant  vigilance 
and  untiring  labors,  contributed  largely  to  the  promotion  of  the  public 
health. 

Dr.  Warner,  of  Wethersfield,  writes  that  an  epidemic  worthy  of  no- 
tice, prevailed  to  some  extent  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  year* 
It  was  a  fever  of  a  low  typhoid  type,  usually  attended  (not  invariably) 
by  pneumonic  symptoms.  These  were  often  so  slight  as  to  be  totally 
disregarded  in  the  treatment  The  subjects  of  it  were  usually  en- 
feebled by  age  or  other  causes.  The  disease  was  probably  typhoid 
pneumonia,  the  other  cases  of  fever,  not  implicating  the  lungs,  bemg 
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firom  other  causes,  but  assuming  in  common  with  pneumonia,  a  typhoid 
form.  The  mortality  was  large.  The  remainder  of  the  year  was 
remarkable  only  for  its  freedom  from  epidemics.  There  was  almost  a 
total  freedom  from  the  bowel  complaints,  &c.,  incident  to  the  warm 
heaaon. 

Dr.  Hart  of  Southington,  reports  the  number  of  deaths  in  that  town 
for  the  year  1858,^as  follows:  In  January,  7;  February,  3;  March,  6; 
April,  5 ;  May,  3 ;  June,  5 ;  July,  3 ;  August,  5 ;  September,  8 ;  October, 
8;  November,  4;  December,  7.    Total,  64.     Males,  26,  females,  38. 

By  &r  the  most  prevalent  disease  is  consumption,  being  the  cause 
of  one-Mrd  of  the  deaths  in  the  town  in  the  last  year.  Do  you  ask 
why  is  this?  I  answer,  there  are  three  reasons :  Ist.  Hereditary  predis- 
position; 2d,  Climate;  3d,  Intemperate  living.  The  last  is,  doubtless, 
the  most  exciting  cause  of  consumption,  and  of  disease  generally. 

Dr.  Moody,  of  PlainviUe,  writes  that  the  report  which  he  makes 
covers  a  territory  of  about  two  miles  square,  situated  upon  a  level 
tract  of  land,  formerly  called  the  Great  Plain,  in  the  south  part  of  the 
town  of  Farmington,  and  numbering  about  a  thousand  inhabitants. 
He  reports  four  deaths  by  typhoid  fever,  three  of  which  were  under 
Homeopathic  treatment.  The  other  case,  a  child  of  four  years,  ter- 
minated in  congestion  of  the  brain.  One  week  previous  to  its  death, 
its  back  was  covered  with  an  eruption,  somewhat  resembling  chicken 
pox.  The  pock  were  filled  with  a  dark,  sanious  fluid,  which  burst, 
making  the  back  very  sore. 

During  the  year,  three  cases  of  varioloid  occurred  in  one  family. 
For  the  first  three  months,  diseases  of  the  respiratoiy  organs  were 
prevalent;  the  rest  of  the  year  was  unusually  healthy. 

There  are  many  points  of  interest  which  should  be  considered  in 
looking  at  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  county,  such  as  the  influence 
upon  health  of  different  occupations,  manner  of  living,  diet,  ventila- 
don,  the  effect  of  streams,  humidity  and  dryness  of  the  atmosphere, 
altitude,  management  of  schools,  &C.,  which  must  be  passed  over,  for 
lack  of  that  information,  which  can  only  be  supplied  by  the  physicians 
living  in  the  several  towns.  It  is  very  desirable  that  your  next  com- 
mittee may  be  able  to  present  a  more  full  report  on  all  these  subjects. 

All  of  which  b  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  W.  BARROWS,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


A  REPORT  ON  REGISTRATION. 

Bead  before  the  New  Haven  (hua/Uy  Medical  Society^  April  14, 1859. 


At  the  Anniml  Meeting  of  the  New  Haven  County  Medical  Society, 
held  at  New  Haven,  April  9th,  1857,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted: — 

Resolved,  That  a  Ck>mmittee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration die  present  state  of  the  healing  art  in  this  County ;  collect 
aU  the  facts  in  their  power,  which  are  calculated  either  to  promote  or 
retard  the  advancement  of  Medical  Science  and  sound  practice,  to 
receive  and  collate  such  facts  and  reports  as  may  be  made  to  them  by 
individual  members  of  this  Society,'  and  make  report  at  the  semi- 
annual meeting. 

Resohedy  ThaX,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  and  every  member  of 
this  Society,  to  keep  at  least  a  brief  record  of  all  cases  occurring  in 
his  practice,  depending  upon  endemic  or  general  causes,  and  make  an 
annual  report  to  the  above  Committee,  giving  the  number  or  per- 
centage of  the  different  diseases  occurring  each  month,  together  with 
the  particular  type  of  each  disease,  the  dhief  modifying  drcumstanoe 
under  which  it  occurred,  the  general  plan  of  treatment,  and  the  result 
of  the  cases. 

B.  H.  Catlin,  L.  N.  Beardsley,  and  P.  6.  Rockwell  were  appointed 
a  Committee  on  the  above  Resolutions. 

At  the  Semi-Annual  Meeting,  the  Committee  were  directed  to 
address  a  Circular  to  each  member  of  the  Society. 


To  the  Membere  of  the  New  Haven  CoutUy  Medical  Society: 

Gbktlbmen: — ^The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Annual  Meeting, 
April  9th,  1857,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  healing  art 
in  this  County,  collect  &cts  and  reports  fix>m  individual  membeis,  in 
accordance  with  the  prefixed  resolutions,  would  respectfully  report : 

That,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  passed  at  the  semi-annual  meeting 
held  Oct  8th,  1857,  they  prepared  and  forwarded  to  each  member  in 
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the  County,  a  Circnlar,  oigiag  vpon  the  memben  the  impcMianoe  of 
making  a  registration  of  the  diaeases  and  aoddente  treated  bj  them 
during  the  year  1858,  with  the  treatment,  and  the  result  of  the  cases. 
They  gave  encooragement  that  bhinks  shooid  be  forwarded  for  the 
returns,  but  it  was  ascertained,  after  making  suitable  inquiries,  that  the 
expense  would  probably  be  more  than  the  Society  would  willingly 
incur;  besides,  it  was  anticipated  the  State  Society  would  provide 
them  for  the  whole  State. 

At  the  Convention  at  Waterbury,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  pro* 
cure  blanks  from,  the  New  York  State  Society.  It  was  found,  on  inquiry, 
that  a  number  sufficient  to  supply  each  member  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society  would  cost  over  fifty  dollars,  and  as  there  were  no 
funds  in  the  treasury,  to  meet  the  expense,  the  Secretary,  after  con- 
sulting with  the  other  officers  of  the  Society,  declined  purchasing  the 
bUinks. 

The  Chairman  of  tins  Committee,  being  desirous  of  reminding  the 
members  of  their  duty  to  report  their  cases,  prepared  (upon  his  own 
responsibility)  a  short  circular  and  printed  heading,  which,  pasted  upon 
large  sheets  of  paper,  might  have  answered  a  temporary  purpose  for 
making  out  returns.  These  were  forwarded  by  mail  to  each  member 
early  in  January,  1859,  but  the  Committee  regret  to  say  that  no 
returns  have  been  made. 

Had  this  plan  of  registration  of  diseases  been  the  original  suggestion 
of  the  Committee  or  the  Chairman,  we  might,  from  .the  entire  want  of 
response  to  our  iqipeals,  be  inclined  to  suppose  that  we  were  entirely 
mistaken  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  and  conclude  that 
it  was  a  Quixotic  scheme,  one  not  capable  of  being  carried  out  in 
practice. 

It  will,  however,  be  recollected,  that  this  plan  was  recommended  by 
a  Committee  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  A.  B.  Pahnery 
M.  D.,  of  Michigan,  Chairman,  and  fully  endorsed  and  adopted  by  the 
Association. 

Its  practicability  has  been  demonstrated*  by  the  experience  of  T.  C. 


•  Headings  of  the  Register  used  hj  Dr.  BrinRinftde,  id  the  Begistration  of  diseases. 
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Briiumade,  M.  D.,  late  Presideiit  of  the  New  York  State  Medical 
Sodetj,  who  has  kept  such  a  record  for  over  thirty  years,  and  has 
pobliflhed  the  resalts  of  twenty-one  years,  properly  arranged  in  appro- 
priate tables.  The  Committee  have  procured  a  copy  of  the  blank 
used  by  Dr.  Brinsmade  for  his  daily  record,  and  the  blank  tables 
prepared  by  a  Committee  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society, 
whidb  are  before  you  for  examination.  This  Comnuttee  reported  at 
the  annual  meeting  held  at  Albany,  February,  1858,  as  follows : 

**  Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  in  brie^  that  they  have  ful- 
filled the  requirements  of  the  resolution  under  which  they  were 
appointed,  namely,  to  prepare  and  distribute  a  suitable  form  of 
blanks  for  the  registration  of  medical  and  surgical  statistics  of  this 
State. 

^  It  has  been  gratifying  to  the  Committee  to  witness  the  fovorable 
reception  which  has  been  extended  to  the  project  by  die  medical  pro* 
fession  of  the  country.  Application  has  been  made  for  a  copy  of  these 
blanks  fix>m  nearly  every  State  and  voluntary  Medical  Association  in 
the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  system  of  regis- 
tration which  we  have  adopted,  into  their  respective  organizations. 

'^  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  present  favorable  opinion  thus  expressed 
of  the  enterprise,  will  be  continued  and  extended  until  the  plan,  or  a 
suitable  modification  of  it,  shall  be  adopted  in  every  section  of  this 
country. 

**  The  subject  of  statistical  medidne  and  surgery,  in  fact,  of  regis- 
tration generally,  is  beginning  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  profession 
in  a  more  serious  manner,  if  possible,  than  at  any  former  period ;  and 
not  only  has  the  medical  profession  been  aroused  to  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  but  in  every  department  of  science  we  perceive  an  interest 
awakened  in  its  behalf.'* 

We  leam  fiom  these  extracts,  the  ^tate  of  feeling  in  other  parts  of 
our  nation. 

The  complete  failure  of  the  entire  profession  in  this  County  to  com- 
ply with  the  prefixed  resolutions,  is  an  evidence,  not  of  the  fdly  of  the 
measure,  recommended  by  the  National  Association,  but  rather  an 
evidence  of  the  lamentable  incubus  resting  upon  the  members  of  this 
Society  in  regard  to  this  method  for  medical  improvement  Members 
may  say,  we  have  never  been  supplied  with  blanks,  and  how  can  we 
be  expected  to  make  records  and  returns  ?  On  the  other  hand,  it  may 
be  said,  what  society,  what  individual,  will  supply  blanks,  with  the 
reasonable  expectation  that  they  will  be  thrown  aside  as  waste  paper  ? 
Let  us  first  see  a  disposition  manifested  by  the  members  to  do  some- 
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tiling ;  to  oommenoe  the  registraii<m,  tiioogh  it  be  in  a  very  imperfect 
manner ;  then  the  blanks  will  be  fortliooming. 

Most  physicians,  when  thej  commence  a  registration  of  disease, 
midertake  more  than  they  are  able  to  carry  out  in  practice^  become 
discouraged,  and  give  up  in  despair. 

The  record  made  in  the  blanks  used  by  Dr.  Brinsmade,  it  will  be 
observed,  is  very  brief,  ascertaining  only  a  few  fects  in  relation  to  each 
case  of  disease,  but  when  kept  for  twenty  or  thirty  years,  is  very  val- 
uable. The  physician  who  makes  this  simple  daily  record  of  every 
case  under  his  care,  will  be  inclined  to  make  a  more  fell  record  d 
cases  of  unusual  interest  occurring  in  his  practice.  The  blanks  for 
this  record  should  always  be  before  us  at  night,  as  we  sit  down  to 
make  our  charges  for  the  day.  If  only  ten  phyMciam  in  thfa  Coonly 
would  commence  this  registration,  and  one  of  their  number  collect  and 
arrange  them  in  appropriate  tables,  others  would  soon  be  stimulated  to 
enter  upon  the  good  work. 

The  prefixed  resolutions  require  your  Committee  to  collect  the  feots 
which  are  calculated  to  promote  as  well  as  retard  the  advancement  of 
medical  science  and  sound  practice.  With  pleasure  we  turn  to  that 
more  agreeable  part  of  our  duty.  New  Haven  County  is  distinguished 
above  all  others  in  the  State,  by  being  the  seat  of  an  ancient  and  dis- 
tinguished University,  and  a  Medical  CoU^e. 

The  large  body  of  professors  connected  with  these  seats  of  learning, 
together  with  the  many  eminent  scientific  men  attracted  by  the  influ- 
ence of  these  institutions,  to  settle  in  their  vicinity,  bring  within  our 
county  more  learned  men  than  can  be  found  in  any  other  in  the  State. 

These  all  have  an  important  influence  upon  our  profession,  and  the 
medical  professors  are  active  and  efficient  members  of  our  organiza- 
tion, and  give  their  influence  in  our  fevor. 

It  is  desirable  that  they  should  understand  more  felly  the  amount 
and  power  of  their  influence,  and  exert  it  more  frequently  and  power- 
feUy  for  the  advancement  of  the  interest  of  this  Society. 

The  establishment  of  railroads  running  in  every  direction  from  the 
capital,  penetrating  almost  every  town  and  village,  rendering  it  com- 
paratively very  easy  for  each  member  of  the  Society  to  attend  our 
annual  and  semi-annual  meetings,  ought  to  bring  the  whole  profession 
together,  with  only  here  and  there  an  exception,  instead  of  absence 
being  the  rule,  and  attendance  the  exception. 

It  is  the  custom  of  this  Society  to  appoint  for  each  meeting  two  or 
more  dissertators.  This  has  brought  out  many  interesting,  instructive, 
and  usefel  dissertations.    The  two  read  at  our  last  annual  meeting 
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reqaire  a  pardcolar  oonunendatory  notice,  and  we  are  happy  to  see 
them  published  with  other  proceedings  of  our  State  Society. 

If  all  our  members  would  attend  to  their  appointments  as  dissertur 
tors,  we  should  have  an  abundance  of  use&l  matter  brought  before  us 
for  our  consideration.  But  unfortunately  the  &ilures  are  more  fre- 
quent than  the  performance. 

Were  every  member  of  this  Society  fully  aware  of  the  distinguished 
privileges  which  he  enjoys,  and  the  obligation  resting  upon  him  in 
consequence  of  these  privileges,  we  should  witness  more  earnest 
endeavors  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  profession. 

We  should  find  members  more  willing  to  accept  of  appointments 
upon  Ck>mmittees  where  real  earnest  labor  is  necessary  to  ooUect  sta- 
tistics, investigate  new  and  dangerous  diseases,  collect  facts  and  make 
reports  in  regard  to  sanitary  reform,  meteorology,  and  other  kindred 
subjects. 

Nothwithstanding  the  superior  advantages  we  enjoy  in  this  County, 
we  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Conmiittee,  losing  our  high  relative  posi- 
tion, and  soon,  instead  of  being  at  the  head  of  our  profession  in  our 
State,  we  must  take  a  secondary  position. 

Such  a  supposition  is  too  humiliating  to  be  indulged*  Let  us  rather 
arouse  from  our  lethargy,  be  true  men,  faithful  physicians,  and  ardent 
philanthropists. 

J£  your  Ck>mmittee  have  mistaken  the  right  course  for  action,  let 
others  more  wise  suggest  some  more  feasible  and  appropriate  field  of 
labor.  At  all  events,  let  us  by  all  means  do  something  more,  the 
ooming  five  years,  than  we  have  the  last,  for  the  advancement  of 
sdence  and  sound  practice. 

It  is  proper  to  state  in  this  place,  that  the  Chairman  is  solely 
responsible  for  this  report.  The  assistance  of  the  other  gentlemen  on 
the  Committee  was  gratefully  accepted  in  the  preparation  of  the  cir- 
cular, and  their  aid  in  the  preparation  of  this  report  was  solicited  but 
not  obtained. 

Bespectfhlly  submitted, 

B.  IL  CATLIN,  Ohaiirman. 

West  Mebidek,  April  14, 1859. 
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A  POEM, 

Read  before  the  New  Haoen  Chwdy  Society^  April  14M,  1859. 

BT    H.    W.    PAINTVR,    M.     D. 


Shadbs  of  PamasBus  I  animate  my  muse ; 

We've  special  boainess  and  no  time  to  lose ; 

Twas  butrthis  morning  I  received  bj  mail 

From  derk,  John  Niooll,  this  astomiding  tale : 

^  Dear  Sir :  I  write,  (with  all  the  usual  greeting) 

To  tell  jouy  at  our  semi-annual  meeting 

You  were  oondenmed  to  read  a  Dissertation 

Before  the  gathered  Sachems  of  our  nation ;" 

Which,  in  plain  English,  means  about  like  this^— 

Dear  Sir,  ^bc — as  our  custom  is. 

At  all  our  annual  meetings  heretofore. 

To  listen  to  some  medicated  bore, 

We  shall  endure,  as  quiet  as  we  can. 

Your  peroration  on  the  ancient  plan ; 

So,  complimented  by  jour  kind  intention, 

I  shall  proceed  some  incidents  to  mention 

In  Life  Professional,  its  joys  and  trials. 

Its  oases  of  bliss,  its  desert  self-denials ; 

Well  talk,  for  once,  of  what  we  know  about, 

A  novel  theme,  there  can  be  little  doubt ; 

And  if  Pegasus,  as  he  verseward  goes. 

Should  in  his  march  just  graze  some  tender  toes, 

Smile  with  the  rest,  if  tender,  do  not  show  it. 

Be  sure  that  you  and  I  are  all  that  know  it ; 

Should  I,  a  Painter,  sketch  and  not  make  hits  ? 

Should  you  be  cross  at  some  particular  fits  ? 

Should  not  true  drawing  give  both  domes  and  huts  ? 

Are  not  all  gems  illustrated  with  cttfi  f 
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Let 's  promise  then  to  neither  fret  or  fome  or 
Be  disconcerted  at  a  little  humor ; 
Take  pleasant  jests  as  eveiy  doctor  should. 
And  give  your  mite  unto  the  general  good* 
Now,  since  each  poem  should  have  one  apology, 
Mine  is,  I  think  I  should  have  learned  theology ; 
The  amount  of  scripture,  in  this  poem  quoted, 
Will  prove,  at  once,  I  should  have  heen  promoted; 
Weak  ejes,  which  spoiled  a  thorough  education. 
Were  in  mj  fistvor  in  the  other  station. 
No  Parson  sees,  in  prayer  however  fervent, 
How  any  minister  can  he  your  servant 
In  either  trade  (it  doth  not  compliment  us) 
I  think  an  honest  man  non  est  inventus/ 
Here's  proof;  the  sin  of  either  man  or  Tn^y^am   « 
Is  aU  charged  over  to  Grandfather  Adam, 
Who  had  such  load  of  his  own  sin  to  carry. 
To  find  a  helpmeet,  he  was  forced  to  marry ! 
Here  then  is  fraud,  you  can  not  say  id  non  est, 
And  next  take  notice  how  the  doctor's  honest ; 
From  prtident  motives,  did  you  never  tell 
Some  trusting  patient  that  she  might  get  well, 
When,  in  your  soul,  you  knew  that  she  must  die  ? 
Now,  white  or  black,  'twas  nothing  but  a  lie  I 
Nor  priest,  nor  doctor  meant  to  be  a  cheat. 
Each  answers  truly  where  he  thinks  discreet, 
And  though,  in  falsehood,  were  they  even  knee  high. 
Still  both  would  plead — necessitate  rei. 

In  country  practice  and  in  country  study. 
Bright  knowledge  fades  and  theories  get  muddy ; 
On  past  occasions,  every  body  knows. 
We've  listened  to  some  very  prosy  prose ; 
'Twill  swell  the  archives  of  our  good  society 
To  have  some  prosy  poetry,  for  variety ; 
And  though,  in  pleasantry,  I  should  abuse  ye, 
m  try  my  best  to  make  the  rhyme  amuse  ye. 

Stuffed  with  the  elements  of  varied  knowledge, 
The  new-fledged  doctor  rushes  from  the  college. 
Where  he  had  learned,  to  ample  satis&ction, 
The  certain  lore  of  ^  chemical  attraction," 
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Of  which  (if  all  the  trath  most  be  confessed) 
Miss  Bingham's  pnpils  did  attract  him  best  I 
Twas  here  he  sought  his  ^  chemical  affinity," 
And  found  it  in  a  little  roll  of  dimity ; 
The  <' atomic  theory"  of  "combination** 
May  soon  be  settled  by  a  new  relation^ 
This  sdence  needs  no  fiirther  illustration. 
And  still  he  glances  backward  to  those  halls 
"Within  whose  ancient  and  time-honored  walls 
He  learned,  in  days  which  have  forever  flown, 
How  much,  alas,  how  little  may  be  known. 
Here  Bronson  opened,  with  his  very  breath. 
The  gates  of  life  and  avenues  of  death. 
And  gave  the  gaping  student  every  key, 
To  healing  herbs,  which  opes  a  passage  free ; 
One  tree,  one  fruit,  by  him  was  overpast, 
It  grows  in  climes  that  feel  no  withering  blast ; 
Eternal  spring  adorns,  with  ceaseless  bloom, 
Igdrasyl  green  which  buds  beyond  the  tomb ; 
Could  Bronson  tell  us  of  this  other  tree 
In  heavenly  dimes,  which  mortal  can  not  see? 
'Twas  but  his  province  to  describe  that  fruit 
Through  earthly  soil,  that  worms  its  carnal  root ; 
'Twere  strange  indeed,  if  in  his  "  classification," 
Were  plants  without  the  reach  of  any  nation ; — 
Which  bring  the  suffering  bocbf  no  salvation ; 
And  to  the  doctor,  nought  of  compensation  I 
He  solved  the  riddle  of  the  "  Golden  Fleece" 
Slicker  than  Jason,  slicker  than  all  Greece, 
And  left  the  impression,  that  within  his  head. 
Were  worlds  of  good  things  which  he  left  unsaid. 

How  was  our  head  with  modem  "  theory"  crammed 

By  its  Professor,  him  of  aspect  bland, 

Who  claimed  a  fact,  when  certain  he  had  found  it, 

Like  saints  at  Jericho,  by  marching  round  it  I 

Who,  to  defend  the  practice  oj^odox, 

Struck  blows  at  men  which  would  have  killed  an  ox, 

Showed  every  theorist  where  he  quit  the  track 

And  fairly  tortured  the  pretending  quack : 

Type  of  the  Regulars !  when  he  said,  ^'  thus  saith"-^ 

How  trembled  on  my  tongue  my  ^  shibboleth ; " 
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How  sliglit  the  taint^  how  trifling  error's  leaven, 

Which,  fnm  our  sort  excludes^  and  from  our  heaven ; 

We  are  reminded  of  good  Jakj  Packard, 

Who  stood  so  straight  that  he  leaned  over  backwardi  { 

Abating  this,  we  venerate  him  yet, 

And  shall  until  our  latest  sun  shall  set. 

As  one  who  oonld,  in  spite  of  beef-streaked  dinner 

Preserve  fix>m  sleep  our  somnolentest  sinner ; 

Who  overcame  by  wit  and  wealth  of  diction 

A  common  tending  to  this  dereliction, 

Who  taught  to  wield  an  edge  the  most  decided 

On  weapons  which  the  others  had  provided. 

How  shall  we  speak  of  him  whose  silvery  head 

We  followed  through  those  halls  with  reverent  tread  ? 

As  when  the  wanderer,  on  the  billowy  steeps 

Recalls  the  cottage  where  his  mother  sleeps. 

And  on  his  ear,  through  all  the  troubled  air, 

Still  echoes  soft  his  mother's  parting  prayer. 

As  memory  brings,  through  all  the  present  pain 

Her  well  known  voice  and  cherished  form  again, 

So  down  through  all  life's  years  of  pain  and  joy 

One  form,  one  voice  time  never  can  destroy ; 

Twas  his  whose  eloquence  alike  beguiled 

The  man  of  science  and  the  little  child ; 

How  oft  we  saw  when  duty  bade  the  task, 

A  woman's  heart  behind  an  iron  mask ; 

As  surgeon  faultless,  as  a  man  refined, 

How  taught  he  kindness  to  our  youthful  mind, 

When,  dashing  by  the  tear  that  must  be  shed. 

He  cheered  the  sufferer  on  his  lowly  bed; 

How  sound  his  judgment,  moderate  his  tone. 

How  well  we  learned  ^  let  well  enough  alone ; " 

Twas  thus  dry  science  of  dry  bones  like  ours 

Was  clothed  by  Knight  with  beauty,  as  a  tree  with  flowers. 

Our  recollections  of  anatomy 
Are  quite  distinct,  indeed  they  ought  to  be; 
The  earnest  lecture  and  the  dreadful  quiz. 
In  which  the  heedless  wight  was  sure  to  flz. 
The  nervous  move,  the  hurried  search  for  muscle 
Which  just  escaped  a  fracture  in  the  tussle, 
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The  quick-jerked  skeleton  swinging  in  the  air, 
Whose  random  toe  once  combed  the  Doctor's  hair — 
Albeit  the  toe  was  not  in  order  there ! 
Who  else  coald  give  so  well  the  fat  meat  homily, 
True  ^  typhoid  treatment,"  the  last  found  ^  anomaly  ?  *" 
Alas,  in  actual  life  we  had  a  case. 
With  haughty  look  and  agitated  &ce 
A  wealthy  man  invited  us  to  call 
And  see  his  wife,  she  was  ^  not  well  at  alL" 
And  so  we  went ;  it  was  a  mansion  great 
That  proved  its  owner  of  a  large  estate ; 
The  house  was  furnished  with  the  wealth  of  Ind, 
With  all  that  art  could  make  or  man  could  find ; 
Our  lock-jawed  pocket  'gan  to  lose  its  clutch — 
We  make  a  bill,  as  is  a  bill,  for  such. 
The  lady  rested  in  a  pillowed  chair. 
We  felt  her  pulse,  inquired  as  we  dare 
About  her  head  and  stomach,  lungs  and  liver. 
And  when  we  spoke  of  lungs  she  'gan  to  quiver ; 
Now,  on  the  track,  we  asked — ^what  do  you  eat  ? 
Are  you  accustomed  to  take  much  &t  meat  ? 
We  overheard  the  staring  husband  mutter. 
But  on  we  went— do  you  love^  really,  butter  ? 
Up  jumped  the  husband — ^  Sir,  is  it  expected 
By  you  my  pantiy  should  be  thus  inspected  ? 
m  let  you  know,  young  rascal,  that  Pm  able 
To  pay  my  butcher  and  then  set  my  table," — 
Among  the  rest,  methought  I  heard  him  utter 
Some  hasty  English  about  ^  rancid  butter," 
And,  as  behind  me,  quick  the  door  he  slammed, 
Suggested  something  about  ^  being  damned !" 
The  dreadful  Typhoid  next  appeared  in  town — 
We  said,  ^  the  man  must  eat  or  will  run  down ; 
Three  times  a  day,"  we  lefl  precise  directions, 
^  Must  he  be  fed  by  nurse  or  by  connections ; " 
He  died,  and  true  as  ever  teeth  have  met  in  us 
He  held  the  meat,  firm  clasped,  as  if  by  Tetanus ! 
A  truce  to  jesting — scan  the  Professor  now. 
See  research,  thought,  conclusion  on  his  brow ; 
Witness  his  (^rations;  see  his  knife 
Cut  harmless  round  the  avenues  of  life. 
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Wbile,  through  his  mmd,  the  light  of  every  age 
Shines  down  on  us  and  proves  the  man  the  sage. 

What  words  are  droll  enough  to  picture  Jewett? 
Pm  glad  (and  he)  'twas  not  mj  task  to  do  it ; 
To  me,  through  all  the  gloom  of  death,  appears 
The  rotund  form  and  shining  &ce  of  Beers; 
How  rich  indeed  must  be  that  perfect  bliss 
Which  adds  a  smile  to  such  a  &ce  as  his? 
But  I  was  bom  too  soon,  my  course  complete 
When,  'mid  Obstetrics,  Jewett  took  his  seat ; 
How  words  and  women  labor  to  express 
The  &n  or  pain  which  all  his  thoughts  confess ! 
Nothing  my  pendl  or  pen  avails 
To  point  his  morals  or  adorn  his  tales. 

Thus,  through  the  students'  ejes,  jou  see  the  sages 

Who  arm  him,  just  for  love  of  him — and  wages ; 

Yet  think  not  Fathers,  that  the  bojs  are  fools 

Because  they  hate  the  discipline  of  schools, 

But  recoUect,  amid  maturer  joys, 

How  few  the  years  are,  since  yourselves  were  boys ! 

Our  hero  passed  a  strict  examination. 

How  well,  we  leave  for  other  men's  narration ; 

Let  it  suffice,  he  got  the  sought  diploma 

Wishing  'twere  writ  by  Webster  'stead  of  Homer ; 

And  now,  where  practice,  in  the  town  or  dty  ? 

To  ^  waste  his  fragrance"  were  a  shocking  pity ; 

When  the  arch-demon,  in  the  heavenly  band, 

Refused  obedience  to  Divine  command 

'Twas  thus  he  cheered  his  comrades  outcast  driven, 

^  Better  to  reign  in  hell  than  serve  in  heaven ; " 

Thus  did  one  hero  cut  the  Grordian  knot 

Which  tied  his  fortunes  to  a  dty  lot ; 

Better  be  sun  of  some  retired  system 

Than  star,  put  out  by  suns  that  wouldn't  have  missed  him. 

So  opes  his  office  in  a  grove  of  trees 

And  spreads  his  ensign  shingle  to  the  breeze ; 

No  quack  to  rival,  nothing  to  afflict  him. 

He  quiet  waits  the  first  incoming  victim. 

Male  patients  called,  a  few,  not  very  thick. 

And  all  that  ailed  them  was  they  wouldn't  stay  sick ; 
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Where  were  the  ladies,  were  thej  always  well  ? 
Had  he  displeased  them  ?  how,  he  could  not  tell 
At  length  one  came,  old,  shriveled^  all  ahunch, 
It  would  take  three  such  to  make  Death  a  lunch ; 
Said  she,  <<  I  thought  I'd  call,"  Pm  glad  jou  did, 
Quoth  he, '  tis  pleasant  other  calls  amid, 
To  notice  now  and  then  a  lady's  face. 
Somehow  it  comes  with  a  peculiar  grace ; — 
Ghost  of  a  smile,  that  o'er  her  molar  bone 
Essayed  to  creep,  too  weak  to  stand  alone,— 
Said  she,  ^  our  girls  of  thirty-five  and  under 
Sometimes  need  counsel,  and  they  often  wonder, 
Supposing  one  of  them  by  chance  miscarried. 
How  they  could  have  a  doctor  yet  unmarried! 
To  judge  of  local  fractures,  as  they  come. 
Do  not  you  keep  a  skeleton  at  home?" 
The  doctor  felt  the  force  of  the  suggestion. 
Nor  took  him  long  to  answer  to  the  question ; 
Three  blue  days  passed,  and  then  as  large  as  life 
The  doctor's  household  was  himself  and  wife. 

And  now,  as  on  his  wedding  night  he  laid  him  down  to  sleep, 
Without,  the  storm  was  piling  snow  in  wierd  or  shapeless  heap. 
The  &ture  rose  before  his  mind,  rich,  beautiful,  and  light, 
As  snow-wreath'd  palaces  that  rise  upon  the  stormy  night ; 
All  earth  was  dad  in  beauteous  robe,  and  e'en  the  ground  did  seem, 
Begilt  with  sunshine  in  the  hues  of  joyous  love's  young  dream ; 
Fair  maidens  danced  around  him  or  enclasped  him  in  their  arms, 
And  fain  would  waft  his  soul  to  bliss  amid  ethereal  charms ; 
While  on  his  ear  sofl  music  breathed  or  spread  in  lavish  waste 
Were  viands  and  delicious  food  that  mortals  can  not  taste ; 
Fantastic  temples  rose  around,  beneath  whose  towering  dome, 
Celestial  beings  ministered  and  angels  made  their  home ; 
In  dream,  he  sought  the  altar  with  a  maiden  at  his  side, 
In  dream,  he  kissed  the  beauteous  girl  that  had  become  his  bride ; 
Now,  as  he  passed  the  temple  gate  the  bell  began  to  ring, 
His  wondering  senses  seemed  to  hear  a  bell  in  everything ; 
Still  at  his  side  his  beauteous  bride  was  saying  or  was  singing. 
Oh  don't  you  hear,  my  husband  dear,  how  loud  the  door  bell's  ringing ! 
By  night  or  day,  in  facts  or  visions  fervent, 
We're  everybody's  most  obedient  servant, 
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Butig  this  all?    Is  life  so  mean  a  thing ? 

Shall  it  to  us  no  higher  mission  bring  , 

Than  to  the  slaye  who  toils  from  day  to  day. 

And  chafes  the  mieven  thread  of  life  away  ? 

Has  life  no  lesson  through  the  tiresome  years, 

But  to  content  us  with  its  joys  and  tears? 

Well  might  we  shrink  at  sight  of  human  pain, 

And  feel,  alas,  that  we  were  bom  in  vain ; 

But  no,  God's  image  stamped  upon  the  man 

Is  immortality ;  His  glorious  plan  ' 

Designed  that  time  should  be  the  briefest  dawn 

Of  long  eternity's  eventful  mom ; 

And  he,  who  spends  his  hour  allotted  here 

In  love  to  God  and  love  to  man  sincere, 

Fears  not  at  death  to  bid  the  body  rest, 

'Tis  but  the  child  upon  the  mother's  breast ; 

Aye  love  to  man,  and  we  rejoice  to  find 

The  gracious  Saviour  of  a  lost  mankind. 

Deemed  not  unworthy  of  his  high  commission 

To  act  the  part  of  a  beloved  Physician ; 

Pursued  by  Him,  the  Lord  of  life  and  bUss, 

What  other  calling  hath  a  fame  like  this  ? 

Yet  as  among  the  seers  of  David's  time, 

Saul  with  the  prophets  spake  on  themes  sublime, 

Or,  as  among  the  saints  before  the  flood, 

Job  noticed  Satan  with  the  ^  sons  of  God," 

So  Science'  priests  hear  shouting  at  their  back, 

Like  Saul  or  Satan,  the  pretentious  quack ; 

Whose  only  resource  to  remove  life's  ills, 

Is  flour  powders  or  the  sugar  pills. 

Whose  only  virtue,  at  death's  dread  alami, 

Is  that  he  does,  or  says  he  does,  no  harm ; 

^is  tme,  his  victim  sometimes  may  get  well. 

Might  I  the  truth  to  such  a  victim  tell, 

rd  speak  him  thus :  *^  Though  the  pretender  shaved  thee, 

Like  Syriac  woman,  'twas  thy  faith  that  saved  thee," 

And  add,  perhaps,  as  we  have  read  before, 

Deluded  sufferer,  ^  Gro  and  sin  no  more." 
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Twere  well  perchance,  a  moment  to  digress 
To  note  the  causes  of  the  quack's  success, 
Nor  deem  it  strange  if  we  should  seem  to  find 
Part  in  himself  while  part  are  in  mankind ; 
And  first  in  him  a  love  to  cheat  is  seated. 
Which  finds  in  them  a  love  for  being  cheated ; 
While  to  their  door  another  charge  we  bring, 
Athenian  like,  they  all  crave  some  new  thing ; 
E'en  creeds  which  own  the  least  of  reason's  fetter, 
Seem  just  to  them  and  suit  them  aU  the  better, 
Besides,  the  nostrums  which  his  fancies  make, 
Unlike  our  agents,  are  so  good  to  take ; 
The  puling  son  or  sentimental  daughter 
Loves  to  get  well  on  medicated  water; 
'Tis  sweet  to  think  that  foul  disease  shall  stop. 
By  breathing  air  from  near  a  druggist's  shop. 

Thus  crippled  pace  and  halting  footstep  still, 

Must  mark  our  path  to  science'  cloud-capped  hill : 

Youth  asks  of  age  and  age  returns  to  youth 

The  yet  unanswered  question,  '^What  is  truth?" 

We  think,  we  judge,  infer,  and  say  'tis  so, 

Alas,  in  doubt,  what  would  we  give  to  know  f 

Sevastopols  of  theory  to-day. 

Besieged  by  facts,  to-morrow  melt  away : 

Still  let  it  cheer  us,  though  all  theories  fail, 

"Truth  is  Omnipotent  and  must  prevail." 

With  arms  of  &ith  grasp  we  this  truth  of  might, 

And  wheresoe'er  we  go  defend  the  right; 

Be  true  to  Grod  and  to  our  better  self. 

Nor  sacrifice  our  love  of  man  for  pelf; 

Let  pay  who  can,  help  all,  and  firmly  trust 

For  recompense,  among  the  rising  just 

Thus  Faith  inspires  with  joy  life's  dusty  road, 

And  points  ambition  to  a  home  with  Grod; 

Quickens  Perception  till  with  rapturous  cheer, 

Celestial  harp-notes  break  upon  the  ear. 

Opes  to  our  mental  eye  the  blissful  goal, 

And  paints  upon  our  sky  the  Rainbow  of  the  Soul. 


CASE  OP  COMPLETE  UCERATION  OP  THE  PERINEUM. 

Suecess/ulfy  <meraUd  en  hy  Orton  Wood,  M.  D^  €snd  read  hy  him 
before  the  Tolland  Ootm^  Mediccd  Society^  at  their  annual  meeting 
in  Aprily  1858. 


Nov.  12th,  1857, 1  was  called  upon  to  visit  Mrs.  E.,  a  stout,  fleshy, 
robust  woman,  aged  25  years.  She  infonned  me  that  six  weeks  pre- 
viously she  gave  birth  to  a  child,  (her  first)  and  that  at  the  time  of 
its  birth  she  was  ^  torn  open,"  and  ever  since  that  time  she  had  no 
control  over  her  bowels,  to  retain  either  foecal  matter  or  wind ;  that 
the  womb  threatened  to  protrude  externally  if  she  exerted  herself 
when  in  an  erect  position.  She  wished  to  know  if  anything  could  be 
done  to  relieve  her  of  her  miserable  condition.  Her  attending  physi- 
cian had  left  her,  telling  her,  ^  it  would  grow  up  in  time." 

On  examination,  I  found  the  perinsum  completely  lacerated  to  the 
»nus,  and  the  external  sphincter  ani  muscle  so  nearly  torn  through  as 
to  be  of  little  or  no  use  in  constricting  the  anal  orifice.  I  told  her 
that  it  would  never  heal  up  of  itself;  that  nothing  short  of  a  tedious 
operation  would  relieve  her  of  her  miserable  condition,  and  that  she 
must  make  up  her  mind  either  to  submit  to  the  operation,  or  go  through 
life  in  her  present  condition,  with  the  additional  trouble  of  having  her 
womb  come  down  externally  if  she  used  much  laborious  exercise. 

Afler  explaining  to  her  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  operation  I 
proposed,  at  the  same  time  encouraging  her  with  the  prospect  of  a  per- 
fect cure,  she  was  anxious  to  have  it  performed.  I  advised  her  to 
have  the  operation  postponed  until  after  the  third  month  from  the  birth 
of  the  child,  so  that  the  parts  shall  have  recovered  themselves  to  ,be 
capable  of  undergoing  the  necessary  denudation,  and  be  sufficiently 
strong  to  hold  the  sutures. 

Dec.  25th,  12  weeks  and  five  days  from  the  birth  of  her  child,  I 
was  informed  that  she  was  ready  for  the  operation,  and  accordingly 
proceeded  to  do  it    The  bowels  having  by  a  laxative  and  enema  been 
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previously  emptied,  she  was  seated  upon  a  table  and  put  under  the 
influence  of  chloroform.     She  was  then  placed  in  the  same  poeiHoii 
as  for  lithotomy,  and  the  bladder  emptied.     While  an  assistant  seized 
one  of  the  labia  so  as  to  make  it  tense,  I  made  two  parallel  incisioiis 
with  a  scalpel  j  of  an  inch  apart,  and  equal  to  the  fissure  in  lenglli, 
through  the  skin  into  the  cellular  substance,  the  inner  incision  passing 
along  the  inner  edge  of  the  fissure.    The  next  step  was  to  dissect   up 
the  skin  between  these  incisions,  so  as  to  make  a  raw  sur&oe  of  at 
least  I  of  an  inch  wide.    A  similar  operation  was  next  performed 
on  the  opposite  side.    Next,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  recto-vagi- 
nal septum  was  carefully  pared  away.    The  denudation  was  now  made 
perfect  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  fissure.    Not  the  smallest 
remnant  of  skin  or  membrane  was  left  on  the  parts  intended  to   be 
united. 

Tliis  part  of  the  operation  being  completed,  the  next  step  was,  ivith 
fore-finger  of  the  left  hand  in  the  anus  for  a  guide,  to  introduce  a  blant 
pointed  bistoury  into  its  margin,  and  then  with  a  firm  and  quick  incis- 
ion I  carried  the  bistoury  outward  and  backward  towards  the  os  coccy- 
gis,  making  the  incision  about  two  inches  in  length,  and  deep  enough 
to  divide  the  skin,  subcutaneous  areolar  tissue,  and  the  sphincter  ani 
muscle.  A  similar  incision  was  next  made  on  the  opposite  side  so 
that  the  sphineter  ani  muscle  was  completely  divided  on  both  sides  of 
the  anus,  which  incisions  were  in  the  form  of  the  letter  V. 

I  next  proceeded  to  insert  the  quilled  sutures.  With  the  thumb 
and  finger  grasping  firmly  the  left  denuded  surface,  a  strong  needle 
armed  with  a  double  thread  of  stout  twine,  well  waxed,' was  plunged 
through  the  skin  and  subjacent  tissue,  an  inch  external  to  the  pared 
surface,  and  thrust  downwards  and  inwards  beneath  it,  until  its  point 
reappeared  on  the  inner  edge  of  that  surface ;  it  was  then  introduced 
at  the  corresponding  margin  of  the  denuded  space  of  the  opposite  side, 
and  made  to  traverse  beneath  it  in  a  direction  upwards  and  outwards, 
until  it  escaped  at  a  point  equidistant  from  the  external  margin  with 
that  at  which  it  entered  on  the  left  side.  Two  quilled  sutures  were 
thus  introduced,  the  first  one  was  passed  as  near  the  rectum  as  possi- 
ble without  injuring  it.  A  quill  was  then  introduced  through  the  loops 
of  the  twine  on  the  left  side,  and  on  the  right  side  the  ligatures  were 
cut  from  the  needles,  parted,  and  tied  over  the  quill  on  that  side,  afler 
having  drawn  the  parts  firmly  together.  The  quills  used  were  pieces 
of  gum  elastic  catheter,  which  answered  the  purpose  well.  To  bring 
together  the  outer  margins  along  the  line  of  the  skin,  I  inserted  inter- 
rupted sutures  superficially.    The  parts  were  then  weU  cleansed  by 
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sponging  with  cold  water,  and  lint  soaked  in  the  same  was  applied  over 
the  wound,  and  over  this  a  napkin,  kept  in  place  by  a  T  bandage.  The 
patient  was  then  laid  in  bed  on  her  side,  her  knees  tied  together,  and 
her  limbs  flexed.  She  now  asked  me  when  I  was  going  to  begin  the 
operation.     She  had  been  entirely  unconscious  of  its  performance. 

Two  grs.  of  opium  were  now  given,  and  gr.  1,  to  be  taken  every 
4  hours.    The  parts  to  be  kept  constantly  wet  with  cold  water. 

Dec  26th.  Visited  her  early  this  morning.  She  had  a  restless 
night — ^vomited  twice.  Passed  catheter  and  drew  off  the  water.  Diet, 
arrow  root ;  allowed  to  drink  cold  water,  and  to  hold  ice  in  the  mouth. 
Was  sent  for  this  afternoon.  She  had  vomited  severely,  so  as  to  strain 
on  the  stitches.  Morphia,  with  Plumbi  Acetas  for  the  Opium.  Dried 
herring  and  crackers  for  food.  Urine  again  drawn  off.  In  doing 
this,  the  greatest  caution  was  used  to  prevent  any  water  from  dribbling 
into  the  wound  or  vagina.  Owing  to  the  position  she  was  necessarily 
kept  in— on  her  side— the  catheter  had  to  be  passed  from  behind.  She 
was  expressly  charged  not  to  let  any  urine  be  discharged  except  by 
the  catheter.  The  quantity  of  water  drawn  off  in  the  morning  was  a 
pint ;  in  the  evening  about  half  a  pint 

27th,  morning.  Found  she  had  a  comfortable  night;  no  vomiting 
since  commencing  with  the  Morphia  and  herring.  On  passing  the 
catheter  this  morning,  a  little  bloody  muco-purulent  matter  came 
through  the  instrument,  but  no  urine.  She  had  no  desire  to  pass  any. 
I  syringed  a  little  warm  water  into  the  bladder  to  rinse  it  out  three 
times,  the  last  time  the  water  returned  clear.  I  now  learned  for  the 
first  time  th^t  she  had  had  several  times  since  her  confinement  thick 
bloody  matter  pass  from  her  bladder,  and  but  a  shott  time,  too,  pre- 
vious to  the  operation.  The  meatus  and  urethra  were  very  sensitive. 
Perineum  oedematus;  continue  morphia  and  lead;  cold  water  un- 
remittingly. Evening.  Patient  feels  comfortable.  No  urine  could 
be  obtained,  but  matter  came  through  the  catheter  similar  to  that  which 
passed  in  the  morning.  Applied  to  the  meatus  lint  soaked  in  a  solu- 
tion of  Acet  Plumb. 

28th,  morning.  Slept  well  last  night.  Expressed  a  desire  to  pass 
urine  ;  passed  catheter ;  nothing  obtained  but  a  teaspoonful  of  puru- 
lent matter — not  bloody;  begins  to  complain  of  uneasy  sensations 
across  the  hips,  back,  and  lower  limb  of  the  right  side.  Has  been 
turned  alternately  on  each  side  two  or  three  times  daily,  though  I  pre- 
ferred that  she  should  remain  quiet  in  one  position  on  her  side,  but 
this  she  could  not  be  persuaded  to  submit  to.  Wound  looks  well,  as 
if  the  parts  were  uniting;  has  less  appetite;  does  not  wish  for  any 
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more  herring;  puke  good;  oomplaiiifl  of  head  feeling  bad.  She 
drank  some  new  dder  last  nighty  which  threatened  to  move  her  iwwek, 
and  she  immediately  took  1  gr.  of  opium,  left  her  to  take  in  case  the 
bowels  threatened  to  move.  It  quieted  them ;  continued  to  take  the 
morphia  and  lead  every  4  hours. 

Ordered  the  Pipsissewa  and  Pumpkin  Seeds  in  decoction,  to  be 
drank  freelj. 

29th.     Did  not  see  her  last  evening ;  had  left  the  catheter  with  the 
nurse ;  instructed  her  in  the  use  of  it,  with  directions  for  her  to  pass 
it  should  the  patient  express  a  desire  to  void  her  urine.     She  had 
tried  two  or  three  times  without  obtaining  any.     There  appeared  now 
to  be  an  accumulation  of  water  in  the  bladder,  considerable  distention 
above  the  pubis,  and  a  strong  desire  expressed  by  the  pafciait  to  pasa 
it ;  she  was  uneasy,  restless — pulse  100.     Both  metallic  and  flexible 
catheters  were  passed,  warm  water  syringed  into  the  bladder,  whidi 
returned  through  the  instrument  in  a  fuU  stream,  at  first  bloody,  with 
mucus.     This  was   repeated  until  the  water  returned  clear.      She 
thought  if  I  would  allow  her  to  do  so,  she  could  pass  her  water  by  her 
own  efibrts.    As  no  urine  had  been  obtained  for  more  than  62  hoursy 
I  consented  to  let  her  try.     Boiling  her  over  partly  upon  her  &ce, 
so  that  the  urine  could  not  dribble  into  the  wound,  she  was  allowed  to 
make  as  much  effort  as  she  pleased.    After  trying  awhile  without  suc- 
cess, she  thought  she  could,  if  left  alone.    I  left  her  with  the  nurse, 
when  she  continued  further  fruitless  efforts,  until  she  voluntarily  re- 
linquished any  further  efforts  to  pass  it     I  left  her  about  ^  past  11 
A.  M.  with  a  flexible  catheter  remaining  in  the  bladder.     Betumed 
at  4  P.  M.,  and  was  glad  to  find  that  a  large  quantity  of  water  had 
come  away,  and  the  bladder  appeared  to  be  emptied,  and  she  was 
much  relieved. 

^30th.  On  my  way  to  visit  the  patient  this  morning,  I  met  her 
husband  who  requested  me  to  hasten  to  see  his  wife  as  she  was  in  dis- 
tress. I  found  her  complaining  of  pain  throu^  her  hips,  extending 
down  her  thighs  to  her  knees,  and  feeling  a  strong  desire  to  urinate. 
She  said  she  had  passed  quarts  of  water  during  the  night,  which  she 
allowed  to  be  passed  in  a  kind  of  half  prone  position,  to  prevent  it  from 
coming  in  contact  with  the  wound.  It  was  received  on  napkins,  which 
were  stained  bloody.  I  questioned  her  if  the  catamenia  had  not  re- 
sumed. She  was  sure  not,  for  she  said  there  was  no  bloody  discharge 
except  with  the  water.  I  passed  the  catheter  and  drew  off  a  full  pint 
of  water  tolerably  dear, — ^rinsed  the  bladder  with  water,  and  also  the 
vagina.    Immediately  she  became  easy— pain  in  hips  and  limbs  gone, 
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and  felt  that  she  could  now  go  to  sleep— pulse  100.  Removed  one 
of  the  interrupted  sutures.  The  quilled  suture  near  the  anus  had, 
during  her  restless  state,  been  accidentallj  pulled  upon  by  her  hand 
so  as  to  stretch  and  disturb  the  parts  which  it  held  together. 

Discontinue  the  diuretic  decoction.  Continue  morphia  and  lead — 
To  take  S  or  4  ounces  of  wine  daily. 

dlst.  Found  her  lying  upon  her  back  with  her  knees  bent  up. 
She  had  been  requested  to  keep  on  her  side,  which  she  had  done  up  to 
this  time,  though  frequently  changing  sides  by  being  carefully  rolled 
over  in  bed,  her  knees  being  still  kept  tied  together.  Has  not  passed 
urine  since  I  drew  it  off  yesterday  morning.  Nurse  had  made  several 
attempts  to  draw  it  off  but  failed,  and  she  could  not  pass  it  by  any 
effort  of  her  own.  I  turned  her  upon  her  side  and  drew  off  a  half  pint, 
high  colored,  but  not  bloody.  A  little  purulent  matter  was  lodged  be- 
tween the  vulva  before  the  meatus.  Removed  the  remaining  inter- 
rupted sutures.  Continue  morphia  without  the  lead.  Spts.  Nitre  to 
be  taken. 

Continued  to  do  well  till  discharged  on  the  25th. 

25th.  The  hole  through  the  perinaeum  is  nearly  closed.  She  would 
not  submit  to  have  the  caustic  applied  again.  Applied  the  acetum 
cantharis  again.  Direct  her  to  use  it  every  third  day  until  it  closed 
up,  which  it  did  in  a  few  days  after  this. 

She  expressed  herself  highly  pleased  with  the  cure,  and  says  her 
recovery  is  perfect  in  every  respect  • 

REMABKS. 

Had  I  known  the  unsound  condition  of  the  urethra  and  bladder  at 
the  time  of  the  operation,  I  should  have  proposed  to  delay  it,  until  the 
parts  become  sound.  It  caused  much  trouble  in  the  after  treatment, 
endangering  the  union  of  the  wound.  I  deemed  it  essential  to  prevent 
any  urine  passing  to  the  wound,  as  it  would  if  it  got  between  the  cut 
surfaces  most  likely  have  prevented  their  union.  Brown  says  "it  is 
of  great  importance  to  draw  off  the  urine  every  four  or  six  hours  for 
three  or  four,  or  more,  days  after  the  operation."  In  this  case  it  could 
not  be  attended  to  so  often.  The  distance  (3  miles)  I  resided  from 
the  patient,  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  attend  to  it  so  often,  and  the 
nurse,  who  was  instructed  to  do  it,  did  not  succeed,  owing  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  diseased  and  sensitive  condition  of  the  urethra,  and  the 
unfavorable  position  in  which  the  patient  had  to  lie. 

The  constant  appHcation  of  cold  water  dressing  was  very  agreeable 

to  the  sensations  of  the  patient,  and  she  often  called  for  their  renewal. 

11 
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It  will  be  perceived  from  the  history  of  this  case,  that  special  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  keep  the  bowels  constipated  until  the  parts  had  be- 
come so  firmlj  united  as  to  prevent  their  being  torn  apart  bj  the 
passage  of  foecal  matter.  From  inattention  to  this  important  point, 
and  allowing  discharges  from  the  bowels  too  soon  after  the  operation, 
disruption  of  the  union  of  the  parts  has  been  caused,  and  the  whole 
benefit  of  the  operation  frustrated.  In  this  case  thej  were  not  allowed 
to  be  moved  until  the  14th  day  after  the  operation;  and  even  then, 
she  felt  a  sensation  of  tearing  in  the  wound,  on  the  passing  of  some 
hardened  feces,  but  I  think  it  did  no  essential  injury,  as  the  union  was 
now  pretty  firm  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  wound,  except  the 
small  opening  near  the  rectum. 

Whether  the  small  opening  Was  caused  by  the  accidental  pulling  or 
'< catching  (as  the  patient  expressed  it,)  with  her  hand"  upon  the  lowar 
'end  of  one  of  the  quills,  or  from  the  great  difficulty  of  making  that 
part  of  the  fissure  unite  by  the  first  intention,  I  am  unable  to  say. 
This  accident  happened  during  the  restless  night  that  she  discharged 
so  great  a  quantity  of  water  in  the  bed  upon  napkins  which,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  history  of  the  case,  were  much  stained  with  blood,  and 
was  the  fifth  night  after  the  operation.  It  may  well  be  supposed  that 
some  of  the  urine  did  come  in  contact  with  the  wound,  and  was  in- 
sinuated between  the  lips  of  that  part  which  she  disturbed  so  as  to 
prevent  or  break  up  the  union  of  it  In  examining  the  parts,  next 
morning  after  the  accident,  the  end  of  the  quiU  near  the  onus  was 
pulled  up  from  the  bed  in  which  it  had  lain,  the  deep  suture  in  that 
place  appeared  to  have  been  disturbed,  and  a  little  purulent  matter 
appeared  at  that  part  of  the  wound.  I  am  the  more  particular  in 
stating  these  facts  because  the  manner  in  which  this  operation  was 
performed  has,  according  the  statement  of  Brown,  most  generally  in 
his  hands,  (though  not  in  every  instance,)  resulted  in  a  perfect  union 
of  the  entire  perinsBum  by  the  first  intention.  When  there  has  been  a 
failure  with  him  it  always  has  been  at  the  place  it  was  in  this  case. 

DIYISION   OF  THE   SPHINCTER  MUSCLE. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  asked,  why  I  divided  the  sphincter  ani  muscle, 
on  either  side  from  the  anus  toward  the  coccyx  ?  I  will  not  here 
go  into  a  lengthy  discussion  on  this  point.  A  few  facts  stated  will,  I 
hope,  make  the  reason  obvious.  From  the  uncertain,  and  most  fre- 
quently, unsuccessful  results  of  the  operations  heretofore  devised,  the 
opinion  of  surgeons  in  England  has,  until  quite  recently,  been  to  aban- 
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dpii  fhoBe  cases  to  the  operations  of  nature,  to  narrow  the  parts  as  best 
it  might,  which  has  generally  left  the  unfortunate  subjects  of  it  to  pass 
through  life,  in  cases  where  the  laceration  was  complete,  in  a  verj 
miserable  condition,  which  can  well  be  imagined,  but  which  I  will  not 
now  take  time  to  describe. 

Dr.  Robert  Barnes  sajs,  '^I  believe  that  no  amount  of  skill  and  pre- 
caution will  justify  the  surgeon  in  the  majority  of  cases,  in  looking 
for  perfect  union  by  means  of  any  of  the  sutures  in  common  use.  He 
claims  to  have  succeeded  in  one  case  by  means  of  the  lead  suture  in- 
vented by  Mr.  Brooke.  Mr.  Ferguson  succeeded  (in  1850)  in  one 
case  with  the  interrupted  sutures,  and  by  adopting  Dieffenbach's  plan 
in  making  parallel  incisions  in  the  long  diameter  of  the  perineum,  and 
filling  them  with  dry  lint  In  his  second  case,  he  succeeded  but  par- 
tiaUy. 

To  say  nothing  of  Hilton's  operation,  which  he  seems  to  have  aban- 
doned, Mr.  Lungenbeck,  in  three  cases  reported,  succeeded  in  making 
complete  union  in  one  case  by  the  first  intention,  and  in  two  eases  tlie 
central  portion  of  one  was  open  four  or  five  Unes  in  length  with  sup- 
puration; and  the  other,  the  wound  about  half  an  inch  posteriorly. 
These  were  eventually  closed  by  granulations.  In  his  operations, 
fiaps  were  dissected  up,  and  Dieffenbach's  incisions  made. 

In  the  case  which  I  have  reported,  the  operation  was  performed  in 
the  manner  reooounended  by  Brown  in  his  recent  work  on  Surgical 
Diseases  of  Women.  He  there  strongly  advises  the  division  of  the 
sphincter  muscle;  and  his  cases,  of  which  he  has  had  many,  have 
mostly  resulted  in  complete  union  by  the  first  intention.  Some  few 
cases  have  partially  failed,  by  a  small  opening  near  the  rectum,  as  mine 
did.  In  one  case  where  he  divided  the  sphincter  only  on  one  side,  it 
partly  failed.  He  afterward  divided  it  on  the  other  side  and  it  suc- 
ceeded. 

By  freely  dividing  this  muscle,  the  parts  are  relaxed,  which  allows 
the  sides  of  the  fissure  in  front  of  the  anus  to  be  more  easily  approx- 
imated, and  prevents  them  from  being  drawn  apart  by  its  traction. 

I  am  aware  that  Homer  *  failed  entirely  to  secure  a  union  of  the 
parts  in  which  he  operated  on  in  1848,  although  he  divided  the  sphinc- 
ter ani  muscle.  But  he  used  only  the  interrupted  sutures.  He  says 
"the  operation  was  a  failure,  though  the  bowels  had  been  kept  unop- 
ened for  many  days."     He  says  nothing  about  the  urine.     If  that  was 


*  Am.  Joum.  Med.  Sciences,  No.  XL.,  page  829,  New  Series. 
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pennilted  to  oome  in  oontad  with  the  wound,  it  would, 
hare  prerented  a  muoo  of  the  parts. 

If  the  operation  is  well  perfixnned  in  ewerj  respect  acewdiug  to 
Brown's  method,  and  strict  attention  paid  to  the  after  treatment  s» 
recommended  bj  him,  a  perfect  nnion  of  the  parts  maj  be  effected,  X 
beliere,  in  eveiy  case,  even  of  the  longest  standing,  pnmded  no 
toward  accident  happens  to  the  patient,  to  prevent  it     Gases 
reported  bj  Brown  of  ten,  fifteen,  and  more  years  standing  in  whidi 
he  made  perfect  cores.    Any  small  <^>ening  that  maj  be  kA  after  tlie 
union  of  the  greater  part  of  the  fissures,  can  be  healed  bj  gnmolar- 
tion,  as  it  was  in  the  case  I  have  related,  and  the  nnfortonate  sobiects 
of  this  accident  be  thus  refiered  from  an  otherwise  miserable  exist- 
ence. 

P.  S.  It  maj  not  be  improper  to  state  that  the  laceration  was 
caused  bj  the  ne^ect,  or  rather  mismanagement,  of  the  attending 
physician.  All  that  he  did  in  the  last  expulsive  pains,  (as  I  was  in* 
formed  by  the  mother,)  was  to  use  pressure  on  the  abdomen  with  his 
hands. 
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Timothy  Phelps  Beers,  the  son  of  Deacon  Nathan  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Beers,  was  bom  in  New  Haven,  December  25,  1789.  He 
graduated  at  Yale  College,  September,  1808.  He  pursued  his  pro- 
fessional studies  in  this  citj,  under  the  direction  of  Eli  Ives,  M.  D. ; 
attended  a  course  of  lectures  on  medicine  in  th^  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, during  the  winter  of  1811-12,  and  commenced  the  practice 
of  his  profession  here,  in  the  spring  of  1812.  In  the  summer  of 
1813,  he  was  appointed  Surgeon  of  a  regiment  of  Militia,  under  the 
command  of  G^n.  Hezekiah  Howe,  and  with  it  was  stationed,  for 
several  months,  at  New  London.  With  this  exception,  and  during  a 
severe  sickness  about  forty  years  ago,  he  has  not  probably  been 
absent  from  New  Haven,  nor  intermitted  the  performance  of  his  pro- 
fessional duties  for  a  period  of  more  than  two  weeks  at  any  one  time. 

In  1824,  he  received  the  Degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  from  Yale 
College,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

He  was  appointed  a  Professor  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale 
College,  in  the  year  1830,  and  performed  the  duties  of  this  office  in 
an  acceptable  manner,  until  his  resignation  of  it  in  1856. 

After  a  short  but  distressing  sickness,  he  ceased  from  this  life  on  the 
22d  of  September  1858,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 

His  death  at  the  time  it  occurred  was  unexpected.  *  ^  Looking  upon 
the  hale  and  hearty  &ce  and  form  of  Dr.  Beers,  one  on  which  nearly 
three  score  years  and  ten  had  made  little  impression,  and  especially 
when  we  remembered  the  great  age  of  both  his  parents,  and  of  many 
other  of  his  relatives,  we  expected  for  him  many  years  more  of  life. 
Who  thought  that  he  would  die  before  his  mother,  now  in  her  ninety- 
sixth  year,  and  who  now  must  look  in  vain  for  his  daily  visit  of  iSlial 
kindness? 

*  From  Bev.  Dr.  DntUm's  Addrew. 
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Tet  Dr.  Beers  had  not  the  same  reUanoe  on  these  apparent  prom- 
ises of  long  continued  life  as  we  had ;  as  is  seen  by  his  reference   to 
the  death  of  a  friend,  which  was  strikingly  coincident  with  his  oi^n. 
At  the  last  Commencement  of  Yale  College,  the  class  of  which  £>r. 
Beers  was  a  member,  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversazy  of  their  grad- 
uation, in  a  meeting  at  the  house  of  their  classmate,  Hon.  Ralph   X. 
Ingersoll,  of  this  city.    Afler  the  meeting  was  over,  a  classmate  and 
fiunily  friend  of  Dr.  Beers,  who  accompanied  him  home,  said  to  him, 
^  Doctor,  we  were  all  agreed  thfit  you  were  the  youngest  and  healthi- 
est looking  of  the  whole  class."    "  Yes,"  responded  Dr.  Beers,  "  and 
so  we  said  at  our  last  meeting,  ten  years  ago,  of  Joseph  Bellamy,  and 
in  two  months  he  was  dead!^'     Now,  in  just  two  months  from  that 
time,  Dr,  Beers  is  dead!    Oh !  there  is  no  relying  on  the  appearances 
of  health  and  strength.     Dr.  Beers  knew  it,  and  felt  it     We  should 
all  feel  it,  as  well  as  know  it.     No  age,  no  vigor,  exempts  from  liability 
to  death.     Oflen  the  strong  are  taken,  while  the  feeble  are  left" 

Dr.  Beers  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Caroline,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  Mills,  Bsq.,  and  the  second,  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of 
Mr.  Hanover  Barney,  both  of  this  city.  Two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, aU  chUdren  of  his  first  wife,  are  still  living. 

These  few  events  convey  no  Impression  of  the  life  or  character  of 
Dr.  Beers.  His  whole  life  has  been  marked  by  the  entire,  uninter- 
rupted, and  unselfish  devotion  of  all  the  powers  of  his  body  and 
mind,  to  the  performance  of  his  professional  duties.  From  these 
duties,  he  never  suJSered  himself  to  be  seduced  by  the  love  of  ease  or 
pleasure — ^by  the  desire  of  gain — by  the  pursuits  of  ambition,  or  by 
any  other  worldly  object.  He  was  repelled  fix)m  them  by  no  dread 
of  labor  or  fatigue,  by  none  of  the  surroundings  which  accompany 
disease  in  the  abodes  of  poverty  or  vice,  or  by  any  apprehension  that 
his  services  would  not  be  duly  appredated  or  rewarded.  Whenever 
and  wherever  his  services  were  required,  they  were  cheerfully  and 
faithfiilly  rendered. 

For  the  performance  of  his  professional  duties,  Dr.  Beers  had  many 
well  marked  qualifications.  Prominent  among  these  was  his  entire 
integrity  of  purpose  towards  his  patients.  His  sole  object  in  all  his 
intercourse  with  them,  in  his  advice,  and  in  his  medical  treatment,  was 
to  do  them  good.  In  all  this  he  had  no  regard  to  any  selfish  end, 
whether  of  emolument,  reputation,  or  any  other  personal  gain ;  this 
integrity  of  purpose  was  so  marked,  and  so  uniformly  shown  in  his 
conduct,  that  it  was  never  doubted. 
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In  the  performanoe  of  his  duties,  he  was  much  aided  by  a  consdtu- 
tional  equanimity  of  temper,  which  remained  unruffled  amid  all  the 
perplexities  and  annoyances  which  so  often  beset,  and  not  unfrequently 
harass  the  medical  man  beyond  all  ordinary  powers  of  endurance. 
Trials  of  this  kind  were  met  by  him,  and  disarmed  of  their  sting,  by  a 
calm  serenity  which  told  how  little  he  regarded  himself,  in  comparison 
with  the  feelings  and  the  welDure  of  others. 

Dr.  Beers  was  eminently  a  benevolent  man.  Not  many  men  made 
fewer  prcffessions  of  benevolent  intentions,  or  their  consequent  actions 
than  he ;  yet  his  whole  life  was  ftiU  of  the  working  of  a  kind  heart 
and  a  liberal  hand.  What  amount  of  labor  was  performed,  fiitigue 
endured,  pecuniary  aid  afforded,  professional  skill  exerted  in  behalf 
of  those  from  whom  no  earthly  recompense  was  expected,  cannot  be 
estimated ;  and  the  readiness  and  cheerfulness  with  which  these  servi- 
ces were  rendered,  added  ten  fold  to  their  value.  For  all  these 
services  of  love,  the  blessings  of  many  ready  to  perish,  will  rest  on 
his  memory. 

To  these  qualities  were  added  others,  which  especially  endeared 
him  to  all  with  whom  he  associated,  whether  as  patients,  friends  or 
relatives.  At  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  whether  in  the 
chamber  of  sickness,  or  in  the  family  or  social  circle,  he  was  a  frank, 
sincere,  cheerful  man,  without  disguise  and  without  hypocrisy.  It  was 
the  manifestation  of  these  qualities,  in  his  manner,  in  his  countenance 
and  in  his  genial,  sympathizing  words,  which  mingled  a  ray  of  light 
with  the  darkness  of  the  sick  room,  and  which  often  left  hope  and 
cheerfulness  in  the  place  of  despondency. 

It  was  this  frankness  and  truthfulness  which  inspired  those  who 
were  under  his  care,  with  that  abundant  confidence  in  him  which  he  so 
liberally  enjoyed.  No  one  ever  doubted  that  any  opinion  which  he 
gave  was  honestly  formed,  and  truthfully  expressed,  or  that  any  advice 
from  him  was  for  any  other  purpose  than  the  benefit  of  him  who 
sought  it  It  is  a  matter  therefore  of  no  surprise,  that  his  patients  and 
their  connexions  should  be  his  strongly  attached  personal  friends,  or 
that  he  should  have  been  the  chosen  physician  of  many  families  for 
generation  afier  generation,  beginning  at  the  early  period  of  his  prac- 
tice, and  continuing  to  his  death. 

Of  his  relations  to  the  community  at  large,  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that 
he  aspired  to  and  sought  for  nothing  beyond  the  limits  of  his  profes- 
sion ;  he  felt  that  to  acquire  a  competent  knowledge  of  this,  and  to 
perform  the  duties  of  one  occupying  a  high  position  in  it,  was  suffi- 
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cient  for  him,  and  with  the  rewards  of  a  life  thus  devoted,  whether 
of  emolument,  of  reputation  or  of  social  position,  he  was  satisfied. 

Of  his  professional  attainments  as  a  physician,  little  need  be  said. 
That  he  enjoyed  a  high  reputation  for  professional  skill  in  an  intelli- 
gent community ;  that  this  reputation  was  maintained  for  almost  halF 
a  century;  that  this  popular  opinion  has  been  at  all  times  confirmed 
by  the  high  estimate  in  which  he  has  been  held  by  his  professional 
associates ;  all  these  things  testify  that  he  was  fully  qualified  to  fill  the 
high  position  which  he  occupied. 

In  one  branch  of  his  profession.  Midwifery,  Dr.  Beers  espedaUy 
excelled.  His  attention  was  particularly  attracted  to  this  subject, 
while  a  student  in  Philadelphia,  by  the  admirable  course  of  instruction 
of  that  eminent  practitioner  and  lecturer,  Wm.  P.  Dewees,  M.  D. 
By  the  contiBued  study  of  all  the  books  upon  this  subject,  within  hifi 
reach,  by  much  reflection  and  by  large  experience,  he  became  familiar 
with  it  in  all  its  details,  and  was  confessedly  at  the  head  of  the 
profession  in  this  department.  His  practice  in  it  began  early  in  his 
professional  life,  and  continued  till  his  death.  At  one  period  he 
attended,  as  it  is  believed,  more  than  half,  probably  two-thirds,  of  all 
the  cases  of  labor  in  this  city,  and  during  his  life  a  larger  number 
than  any  other  practitioner  in  this  state.  He  devoted  much  attention 
also  to  the  diseases  of  women  and  children  and  became  expert  and 
judicious  in  the  treatment  of  them;  so  that,  while  his  professional 
services  were  not  confined  to  these  branches,  they  made  up  a  large 
share  of  his  practice. 

While  attending  upon  ordinary  cases  of  labor.  Dr.  Beers  was 
always  calm,  patient  and  cheerful,  thus  gaining  the  confidence  and 
good  will  of  his  patients,  and  inspiring  them  with  the  assurance  of 
their  safety,  and  dispelling  that  despondency  which  is  so  apt  to  accom- 
pany long  continued  suffering.  In.  those  cases  which  demanded  more 
active  treatment,  whether  instrumental  or  otherwise,  he  was  skillful  in 
devising  and  prompt  and  energetic  in  employing  them.  For  many 
years  he  was  the  principal  consulting  physician  in  all  cases  of  diffi- 
culty, in  this  city,  and  the  neighboring  towns ;  and  he  will  long  be 
remembered  for  the  judgment  and  skill  which  he  displayed  in  their 
management 

When  it  was  determined  to  establish  a  separate  professorship  on 
Midwifery  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  no  one  doubted 
that  Dr.  Beers  was  the  man  for  the  place.  He  received  the  appoint- 
ment in  1830,  and  performed  the  duties  of  the  office  in  an  acceptable 
manner  until  his  resignation  in  1855.     For  the  performance  of  these 


89 

duties,  he  prepared  himself  with  diligence  and  skill.  His  lectures, 
except  such  as  were  merely  demonstrative,  were  written  out  in  a  plain, 
simple,  and  intelligible  style,  with  no  attempt  at  ornament  or  display, 
and  contained  all  the  principles  and  practical  rules  which  were 
important  to  the  student,  at  the  same  time  it  should  be  said,  that 
owing  to  a  modesty  and  want  of  self-appreciation,  almost  amounting 
to  timidity,  there  was  at  times  a  hesitancy  in  his  manner,  through 
which  his  instructions  failed  to  command  that  attention  which  their 
merits  deserved. 

If  there  was  any  thing  peculiar  in  the  character  of  his  mind  which 
guided  him  to  the  successful  treatment  of  disease,  it  was  a  careful 
estimate  of  the  &cts  connected  with  disease,  a  ready  recollection  of 
his  previous  observations,  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  medicine,  and  all  these  made  available  by  the  exercise  of 
plain  common  sense,  unobscured  by  any  theoretical  notions,  and  unob- 
structed by  prejudice,  or  by  the  influence  of  any  selfish  or  unworthy 
motive. 

To  all  these  excellent  qualities,  whether  natural  or  acquired,  there 
were  added  the  virtues,  the  faith  and  the  hopes  of  a  Christian.  Sus- 
tained by  these,  he  led  a  blameless  life  before  men,  endured  the  trials 
which  happen  to  all,  with  fortitude  and  patience,  and  passed  through  the 
sufferings  of  sickness  and  the  agonies  of  death,  with  the  fully  expressed 
confidence  in  Him  in  whom  he  believed. 
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A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 

OF 

BELA    FARNHAM,   M.D., 

OF  EA8T  HAVEN. 
BY   PROF.  JONATHAN  KKIOBT,  M.  D.* 


It  is  delightful  to  contemplate  the  life  and  character  of  a  sincere, 
simple-hearted,  earnest,  unambitious  man,  selecting  a  profession  in  earlj 
life,  because  he  believed  he  could  do  more  good  in  it  than  in  any 
other,  pursuing  it  through  a  long  life  in  a  steady,  quiet,  benevolent, 
unostentatious  manner,  performing  at  the  same  time,  with  diligence 
and  integrity,  all  his  duties  to  the  family,  the  conmiunity  in  which  he 
lived,  and  to  God. 

Such  a  man  was  the  late  Bela  Famham,  M.  D.,  who  for  about 
sixty-four  years,  was  the  sole  resident  physician  in  the  town  of  East 
Haven. 

Bela  Farnham  was  bom  in  Killingworth,  in  this  State,  March 
15th,  1770.  His  father  was  a  respectable  farmer  of  that  place.  ^  His 
ancestors  were  of  the  true  Puritan  stock,  of  the  best  kind,  who  regarded 
and  exemplified  religion  as  a  thing  of  daily  practice,  influencing  the 
character,  shaping  the  life,  and  cherishing  an  habitual  converse  with, 
and  realization  of  eternal  realities."  Having  been  rendered  incapable 
of  severe  physical  labor  by  an  injury  received  in  youth,  he  turned  his 
attention  from  agricultural  pursuits  for  which  he  had  a  fondness,  to 
the  medical  profession,  as  the  business  of  his  life. 

His  early  education  was  pursued  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  place.  That  he  made  good  proficiency,  is  probable,  as  he  was, 
when  quite  young,  employed  as  the  instructor  of  the  district  school  in 
his  neighborhood.    His  instructor  in  Medicine,  was  Dr.  Jonathan  Todd, 


*  Nearly  all  the  facts  here  stated  are  derived  from  a  discoarse  delivered  at  the 
funeral  of  Or.  Famham,  by  Rev.  D.  W.  Havens.  Several  'quotations  from  the 
same  discourse  have  been  made,  which  are  marked  as  such. 
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of  East  Guilfbrd,now  the  town  of  Madison.  Of  the  time  during  which 
he  pursued  his  professional  studies,  or  of  the  progress  which  he  made 
in  them,  very  little  is  known. 

In  January,  1793,  Dr.  Famham,  then  twenty-three  years  old,  com* 
menced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  East  Haven,  and  remained 
there,  the  only  resident  physician  of  the  place,  until  his  death,  Januar 
ry  15th,  1857,  a  period  of  sixty-four  years,  he  being  then  in  the 
eighty-seventh  year  of  his  age. 

Dr.  Famham  was  an  early  member  of  the  Connecticut  Medical 
Society,  and  was  many  times  chosen  one  of  its  Fellows.  In  1829, 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  Cdttege. 

He  enjoyed  the  fiill  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  was 
employed  by  them  in  many  offices  of  trust  For  forty  years- he 
held  the  office  of  town  clerk ;  for  many  years  he  was  a  school  vis- 
itor, member  of  the  examining  committee,  and  treasurer  of  the  school 
society. 

The  most  of  these  offices  he  continued  to  hold  until  advancing  years 
admonished  him  that  they  should  be  committed  to  younger  hands. 
He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  pres- 
ent State  Constitution  in  1818,  and  several  times  afterward  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  The  duties  of  these  va- 
rious offices  he  performed  to  the  satis&ction  of  his  constituents,  and 
with  unquestioned  fidelity  and  integrity.  For  about  twenty  years  he 
was  deacon  in  the  church  of  which,  for  many  years,  he  had  been  a 
member. 

It  is  as  a  physician,  however,  that  we  are  at  present  more  espe- 
cially interested,  in  the  life  and  character  of  Dr.  Famham.  From 
the  beginning  of  his  professional  life  he  confined  himself  strictly  to 
the  practice  of  medicine,  never  engaging  either  in  surgeiy  or  mid- 
wifery.. 

He  possessed  many  qualities  well  calculated  to  gain  the  esteem,  the 
respect,  and  the  confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  associated. 

In  person,  he  was  of  medium  stature,  slender,  but  symmetrical  in 
form,  and  perfectly  erect  in  his  carriage,  not  bowed  down  by  the  weight 
of  more  than  four  score  years.  His  countenance  was  serene  and  cheer- 
ful, unmarked  by  the  furrows  of  the  stronger  passions.  In  his  man- 
ners he  was  cordial  and  gentlemanly;  in  speech,  careful  and  deliberate, 
expressing  what  he  meant  in  plain  and  simple  language,  without  ex- 
pletives and  without  exaggeration.  In  the  sick  room  he  was  always 
kind  and  cheerful,  encouraging  his  patients  with  the  hope  of  recovery. 
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00  long  as  hope  remained,  and  soothing  the  dying  by  directing  their 
thoughts  to  the  realities  of  another  world,  with  the  earnest,  fervent 
prayer  that  it  might  be  to  them  a  world  of  happiness.  He  was  Tery 
attentive  to  his  patients,  especially  those  with  acute  diseases,  spending 
much  time  with  them  both  by  night  and  day,  and  this  practice  he  con- 
tinued even  after  his  advanced  age  might  have  afforded,  in  the  eyes 
of  others,  a  suf&dent  excuse  for  more  self  indulgence.  "  The  last  duty 
to  others  which  he  performed,  was  to  visit,  on  the  stormy  evening  of 
the  night  when  the.  £sttal  sickness  seized  him,  one  who  was  then  sup- 
posed to  be  fast  sinking  into  the  grave.'' 

In  early  life,  Dr.  Famham  read  the  current  medical  books  with  at- 
tention, for  he  spoke  of  their  doctrines  and  practice  in  such  a  manner 
as  showed  his  fiuoiliarity  with  them.  His  knowledge  of  the  changes 
in  the  modes  of  practice,  and  in  medicines,  whidi  have  taken  place 
during  the  last  forty  years,  and  which  are  called  improvements,  he 
derived  principally  from  those  physicians  with  whom  he  had  profes- 
sional intercourse.  It  is  rare  to  find  an  aged  physician,  whose  habits 
of  thought  and  methods  of  practice  usually  become  unchangeably  fixed, 
so  readily  receive  and  skillfully  adopt,  a  remedy  or  a  course  of  treat- 
ment which  was  new  to  him,  when  recommended  by  those  in  whom  he 
had  oonfidenoe.  This  trait  in  his  character,  is  a  mark  at  once  of  his 
sincerity  and  integrity. 

The  practice  of  Dr.  Famham  was  rather  expectant  than  vigorous, 
calculated  rather,  by  mild  and  gentle  remedies,  to  carry  his  patients 
safely  if  possible,  through  their  disease,  than  by  more  active  means  to 
attempt  to  interrupt  its  course,  with  the  danger  as  he  thought,  of  endan- 
gering and  perhaps  destroying  them.  It  is  a  matter  still  in  doubt, 
whether  the  course  which  he  pursued  is  not  the  wisest ;  producing,  it  is 
true,  at  times,  less  brilliant  results,  but  perhaps  as  many  favorable 
terminations  of  disease. 

This  method  of  practice  was  in  entire  ieuicordance  with  the  whole 
character  of  Dr.  Farnham.  Prudent  and  cautious  in  forming  ins  opin- 
ions and  in  executing  his  purposes,  he  would  hesitate  long  before 
adopting  measures  from  which  he  apprehended  injury,  without  being 
confident  of  their  good  effects.  His  estimate  of  the  value  of  life  and 
health,  was  too  high  to  allow  him  to  employ  violent  means,  the  favora- 
ble effects  of  which  he  could  not  clearly  foresee.  At  the  same  time, 
when  such  means  were  advised,  and  reasons  satisfactory  to  him  were 
given  for  their  use,  he  would  employ  them  resolutely  and  judiciously. 
WhOe  no  firiend  of  Dr.  Famham  will  claim  those  high  attributes  of 
mind,  or  that  extensive  learning  by  whidi  improvements  in  science 
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are  made,  or  great  notoriety  are  obtained,  all  will  agree  that  he  fully 
accomplished  the  purpose  for  which  he  entered  the  profession,  ''tlie 
earnest  desire  of  accomplishing  all  the  good  in  the  world  which  God 
had  endowed  him  with  the  ability  of  effecting,"  as  he  often  and  no 
doubt  truthfully  said. 

^^  The  social  and  domestic  life  of  Dr.  Famham  was  stamped  with 
great  excellences.  His  domestic  affections  and  habits  were  especially 
stiong  and  tender.  His  whole  heart  was  centered  in  his  home ;  and 
all,  whether  young  or  old,  who  saw  him  there,  carried  way  with  the  no. 
a  strong  impression  of  the  unaffected  kindness  of  his  heart,  and  of  the 
reality  and  depth  of  his  piety.* 

''  It  was  a  prominent  and  beautiful  element  in  the  social  character 
of  Dr.  Famham,  that  he  always  manifested  a  great  interest  in  the 
young.  A  large  portion  of  his  success  in  his  profession  was  achieved 
among  this  interesting  dass.  No  child  could  pass  him  in  the  street 
without  a  kind  word  or  smile  of  recognition.  And  it  always  afforded 
him  the  highest  gratification  to  minister  to,  and  witness  their  innocent 
enjoyments. 

<<  Another,  and  very  important  feature  of  Dr.  Famham's  social  char- 
acter, consisted  in  the  fact  that  in  his  spirit,  his  feelings,  and  manner  of 
life,  he  always  kept  abreast  of  the  period  in  which  he  lived ;  in  other 
words,  he  always  '  kept  up  with  the  times.'  During  his  protracted 
life,  he  had  witnessed  many  changes,  some  of  which  were  for  the 
better,  and  some  for  the  worse.  The  latter  he  carefully  discriminated 
and  left  alone,  the  former  he  adopted.  In  the  whole  ten  years'  ac- 
quaintance it  has  been  my  privilege  to  enjoy  with  him,  I  do  not  recol- 
lect a  solitary  instance  of  his  having  dwelt  upon  the  superiority  of  the 
past  over  the  present ;  or  what  is  so  often  characteristic  of  the  aged,  I 
never  heard  him  mourn  for  the  degeneracy  of  the  present  generation. 
He  believed  that  an  all-wise  and  aU-powerful  God  ruled  in  the  earth, 
and  that  the  world  in  which  we  live  was  neither  standing  still  nor 
going  backward. 

''In  endeavoring  to  give  a  brief  portraiture  of  the  religious  char^ 
actor  of  Dr.  Famham,  we  feel  less  embarrassment  Here  not  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  can  rest  upon  the  subject  There  was  something 
in  his  piety,  the  brightness  of  which  age  could  not  dim,  and  whose 
beauty  death  can  not  destroy.  It  was  the  crowning  excellence  of 
his  character.  He  was  known  and  read  of  all  men,  as  an  humble, 
consistent,  prayerful  man  of  God,  and  follower  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ" 


♦  Rev.  D,  W.  Havens'  Discourse. 


A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 

OF 

DR.  ROSWELL  BRONSON, 

OF  OXPORD. 


BT  F.  O.  BOCKWXLL,  H.  D. 


DocTOB  B08WELL  Broksok,  of  Oxford,  Conn.,  whose  untimely 
death  his  numerous  friends  and  professional  brethren  were  recently 
called  to  mourn,  was  a  native  of  Middlebury,  Conn.,  the  son  of  Garry 
Bronson,  a  fanner  in  moderate  circumstances,  who  died  when  Roswell 
was  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 

His  early  life  was  mostly  spent  upon  the  family  &rm,  with  the 
opportunities  for  attending  district  schools  during  the  winter  months. 
He  grew  up  with  industrious  habits,  ardent  and  persevering  in  what- 
ever he  became  engaged.  His  advantages  for  education  from  neces- 
sity*being  circumscribed,  he  was  early  brought  to  build  up  resources 
of  his  own,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  mark  out  a  course  for  future  life. 
His  was  the  class  of  mind  which  seems  to  defy  and  ahnost  to  invite 
obstacles  in  the  way,  rather  than  to  be  disheartened  or  depressed  by 
them. 

He  early  evinced  a  fondness  for  reading,  and  employed  whatever  of 
leisure  time  he  could  command  in  this  way.  By  economy  aiid  industry 
he  accumulated,  as  the  result  of  labor  on  the  farm,  a  scanty  supply  of 
means  to  enable  him  to  obtain  an  education.  After  arriving  at  the  age 
of  eighteen,  he  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  study.  He  attended 
Philips  Academy,  at  Andover,  Mass.,  but  most  of  his  preliminary 
education,  which  was  not  inferior,  he  wrought  out  by  himself,  without 
the  aid  of  instructors. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in 
Middlebury,  under  the  tuition  of  Doct  Robert  Crane.    He  attended 
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medical  lectures  at  Berkshire  Medical  College,  in  the  years  1847,  8, 
and  graduated  at  the  above  named  College  in  the  year  1849.  He 
spent  at  the  hospitals  in  New  York  City  most  of  his  time  during  tlie 
following  year. 

He  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  town  of  Paw^- 
tucket,  R.  I.,  where  he  remained  but  a  short  time,  after  which  he 
removed  to  Oxford,  and  soon  came  into  possession  of  a  large  practice. 

He  was  mairied  to  Miss  Martha  Butler,  a  lady  from  Cromwell, 
Conn.,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  which  has  since  died. 

Doct  Bronson  was  enthusiastic  in  his  devotion  to  the  profession  oF 
his  choice,  methodical  in  his  researches,  and  eminently  logical  in  bis 
practical  application  of  all  the  knowledge  he  obtained.  Seldom  has 
the  writer  of  this  sketch  met  with  a  young  physician  of  the  few  years 
experience  of  the  deceased,  who  possessed  so  many  clear,  well-defined 
principles  governing  his  treatment  of  the  sick.  He  was  constantly  in 
search  for  truths,  not  hyppthesis,  in  all  of  his  investigations ;  nothing 
seemed  to  satisfy  his  active  mind,  in  relation  to  medical  study  and 
practice  in  particular,  short  of  marked  facts.  It  was  his  peculiar  char" 
acterisHc  of  mind  to  reason  and  rely  mainly  and  wholly  on  fects.  EKs 
fii^t  inquiry  in  diagnosis  and  in  prescribing  medicines,  was  for  the 
relative  facts  in  the  case  and  their  application  to  it — ^without  these 
were  made  clear  and  unambiguous,  he  was  ever  loath  to  act  His 
mind  was  so  well  disciplined  to  this  mode  of  reasoning  and  investiga- 
tion, that  he  was  as  ready  to  act  in  cases  of  emergency  as  most  men 
of  much  larger  experience  and  more  extensive  observation.  It  made 
him  reliable  and  safe  in  his  practice,  neither  withholding  remedies 
when  necessary,  nor  administering  when  unnecesary.  He  had  no 
inclination  to  borrow  from  the  marvelous,  or  to  imitate  the  hazardous. 
Truth  was  the  philosopher's  stone  for  which  he  was  always  in  search ; 
hence  hypothesis,  speculation,  empiricism,  never  interfered  with  his 
judgment — a  principle  once  established,  it  was  laid  up  on  the  shelf  of 
memory,  to  be  taken  down  .whenever  needed. 

Doct.  Bronson  never  neglected  any  means  of  information  that  came 
within  his  reach.  (From  the  authors  he  sought  with  the  humble- 
mindedness  of  a  child,  yet  with  the  eye  of  a  full  grown  critic.)  From 
all  well  informed  medical  men,  whether  young  or  old,  he  seized  with 
avidity  each  opportunity  to  learn.  He  was  unremitting  in  his  toil, 
self-sacrificing  in  duties;  located  where  immense  hardship  was  re- 
quired to  perform  his  every-day  duties,  he  made  it  a  principle  to  allow 
nothing  to  interfere  with  the  discharge  of  them.  He  conversed  with 
ease  to  himself  and  interest  to  those  who  participated  or  listened.    He 
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was  courteous  and  kind  to  his  equals  and  inferiors,  respectful  to  his 
superiors.  He  was  social  and  exceedingly  domestic,  fond  of  conversa- 
tioB,  yet  never  wasting  time  in  that  which  was  useless  or  unprofitable. 
He  was  delicate  in  his  sensibilities,  ever  grateful  for  kindness,  and 
sensitive  to  abuse.  He  was  ever  ready  to  contribute  his  mite  to  assist 
those  who  were  in  need ;  affectionate  in  his  family,  and  among  a  large 
circle  of  near  and  remote  relatives  he  was  the  general  favorite.  He 
was  decidedly  beloved  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived;  never  has 
it  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  writer  to  witness  more  heartfelt  grief  by  a 
large  congregation  than  was  manifested  by  that  one  in  attendance  at 
his  foneral. 

Another  characteristic  which  marked  him  both  as  a  man  and  physL 
dan,  was  unostentation  in  every  respect  This  contributed  much  to 
the  just  esteem  in  which  he  was  held. 

To  his  aged  mother,  who  resided  six  miles  from  his  place  of  resi- 
dence, he  was  all  that  a  mother  could  ask  of  a  son.  Frequently  and 
at  short  intervals  were  his  visits  made  to  solace  and  comfort  her  by 
numifesting  his  filial  interest,  and  no  amount  of  fatigue,  short  of  actual 
sickness,  would  permit  him  to  neglect  this  kind  office. 

He  was  an  active  friend  to  all  valuable  interests  of  society,  whether 
religious  or  secular.  To  sum  up,  in  short,  he  was  a  man  of  sound 
judgment,  and  good  practical  common  sense. 

Had  Doct  Bronson  lived  to  the  ordinary  age  of  man,  we  believe 
he  would  have  been  a  shining  light  in  his  profession,  but  like 
many  others  of  the  past  and  present,  he  was  too  much  devoted  to  his 
noble  caUing  to  remain  long  upon  earth.  To  a  naturally  weak  consti- 
tution, and  some  hereditary  troubles,  the  addition  of  his  severe  labors 
fW)m  childhood  proved  more  than  he  could  physically  withstand. 

During  the  winter  of  1855,  while  attending  to  his  practice,  he  con- 
tracted pneumonia,  which  in  one  week's  time  caused  his  death.  In 
his  death,  as  in  life,  he  was  cheerful,  thoughtful,  and  resigned.  He 
died  the  14th  day  of  December,  1855. 
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Dr.  Edward  Field,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  was  the  son  of  Dr. 
Simeon  Field,  a  respectable  practitioner  of  medicine,  who  removed 
fix)m  Longmeadow,  a  town  near  Springfield,  Mass.,  .to  Enfield,  Conn., 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  bom. 

Of  the  childhood  and  early  youth  of  Dr.  Field  little  is  known.  At 
the  age  of  12  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  tuition 
of  the  late  Dr.  Coggswell,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  Having  completed  his 
preliminary  medical  education,  he  obtained  a  license  to  practice  his 
profession  from  a  committee  acting  in  behalf  of  the  Hartford  County 
Medical  Society.  His  inclinations  and  tastes,  at  that  early  day,  led 
him  to  seek  a  situation  in  the  naval  service  of  the  country.  He  was 
successful  in  his  application  and  accordingly  received  the  appointment 
of  surgeon's  mate  in  the  year  1799.  The  commission  of  appointment, 
which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his  children,  bears  the  broad,  bold 
signature  of  the  elder  President  Adams.  Soon  after  receiving  this 
commission,  he  was  stationed  on  board  the  new  frigate  Congress,  which 
was  directed  to  cruise  about* the  East  India  Islands;  but  before  arriv- 
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ing  at  its  destination  it  experienced  a  serious  storm,  which  so  disabled 
the  vessel,  that  she  was  obliged  to  return  after  a  slow  and  irksome 
voyage  of  months. 

The  craft  was  repaired  and  ordered  to  the  West  Indies.  During 
this  cruise  an  afiair  of  more  serious  nature  occurred  than  that  of  the 
former  voyage.  A  mutiny  broke  out  in  which  the  Dr.  became  crip- 
pled in  one  of  his  anns  for  life.    These  discouragements  in  succession 
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(doubtless)  abated  the  ardor  of  the  joong  surgeon  for  a  life  in  the 
navj,  for  we  find  him  at  the  end  of  two  jears  fix>m  the  time  he  re- 
ceived his  commission,  voluntaiilj  resigning  the  same.  After  this 
experience.  Dr.  Field  decided  to  practice  his  profession  on  land.  He 
accordingly  located  in  the  then  small  town  of  Waterbuiy,  a  town  which 
at  the  time  he  became  a  resident  therein,  was  made  up  of  sparse  pop- 
ulation and  not  over  abundantly  able  to  compensate  a  phjsiciaii  for 
his  services.  The  region  in  and  about  Waterbury  was  rough  and 
mountainous,  requiring  great  labor  and  toil  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
a  practitioner  of  medicine ;  yet  notwithstanding  these  disadvantages 
we  find  him  assiduously  devoted  to  his  practical  duties  in  this  locality 
for  a  period  of  more  than  30  years.  He  was  married  at  the  age  of 
25  years  to  Miss  Sarah  Baldwin,  (the  oldest  daughter  of  Dr.  Bald- 
win, one  of  the  older  physicians  of  the  town,)  by  whom  he  had  one 
son,  whom  he  educated  to  the  same  profession  with  himself,  and  who 
is  a  respectable  practitioner  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  In  the  year 
1808,  but  little  more  than  a  year  from  the  time  of  their  maniage,  Mrs. 
Field  died.  He  afterward  married  Miss  Esther  Baldwin,  the  sister 
of  his  former  wife,  who'survived  him  several  years.  By  her  he  had 
five  children,  two-  of  whom  were  sons  and  three  daughters ;  all  bat 
one  daughter  are  still  alive. 

Dr.  Field  was  a  man  of  medium  height  and  size,  prominent  features, 
an  open  manly  countenance,  yet  of  mild  expression!  He  was  not  over 
quick  in  his  appreciative  faculties,  but  cautious  and  deliberative.  He 
was  never  bold  in  his  practice ;  rather  careful  and  discriminating ; 
while  he  aimed  at  correctness  of  conclusion  in  diagnosis  and  efficiency 
in  prescribing  for  the  sick,  he  studiously  avoided  over-acting  or  pre- 
scribing at  a  venture.  His  practice  for  many  years  was  large,  labo- 
rious and  unremunerative ;  his  ride  extended  much  into  the  adjoining 
towns.  As  the  town  of  Waterbury  increased  in  population  his  prac- 
tice became  large  within  its  limits.  He  ranked  above  mediocrity  as 
a  medical  practitioner  of  his  day.  He  was  for  a  long  time  a  member 
of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in  its 
transactions.  He  confined  his  practice  mostly  to  the  sphere  of  medi- 
cine, declining  surgical  cases,  when  he  reasonably  could.  As  a  citizen 
he  was  affable,  public  spirited,  though  unobtrusive.  Devoting  him- 
self exclusively  to  his  professional  duties,  he  never  meddled  with  po- 
litical matters,  nor  sought  any  kind  of  notoriety  except  that  of  a  good 
physician  and  an  honest  man.  He  was  the  friend  of  good  order, 
morality  and  education.  He  was  for  a  long  time  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Waterbury — a  consistent,  practical  Chris- 
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tian.  Cheerfully  he  bore  his  share  of  the  burthens  of  society,  ever 
making  additions  to  the  large  stock  of  respect  and  esteem  with  which 
he  was  favored.  Like  many  medical  men  in  full  practice,  us  he  ad- 
vanced in  years,  with  an  accumulation  of  cares,  his  health  became 
so  impaired  that  for  the  last  four  years  of  his  life  he  was  obliged  to 
circumscribe  his  practice.  He  unfortunately  became  depressed,  and 
in  the  year  1840,  whilst  suffering  from  an  unusual  fit  of  melancholy, 
which  amounted  to  insanity,  he  took  his  own  life.  He  died,  as  he  had 
lived,  universally  respected  by  his  large  and  extensive  acquaintances, 
who  mourned  his  untimely  death. 


APPENDIX  A. 


The foUofwing preamtle andresohOions  were  ummimomly  paned at  the 
meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  city  of  Hartford^  on  Monday 
evening,  February  Ithy  1859. 

In  view  of  the  fonner  and  more  recently  renewed  attempts  to  de- 
prive the  late  Dr.  Horace  Wells,  of  this  city,  and  his  family,  of  the 
honor  and  any  reward  which  might  be  given  them  for  the  discovery 
and  development  of  the  principle  of  anesthesia  as  applied  to  surgery; 
and  in  view  also  of  the  efforts  made  and  making  to  induce  unreflect- 
ing yet  generous  individuals  to  pecuniarily  recompense  other  claimants, 
ire,  the  Medical  Society  of  the  city  of  Hartford,  many  of  whose  mem- 
bers were  personally  acquainted  with  Dr.  Wells,  participated  in  his 
experiments,  and  were  conversant  with  the  facts  from  the  first,  feel  it 
our  duty  to  pass  the  following  resolutions: 

Reeohedj  That  having  examined  the  testimony  which  has  been  pre- 
sented in  favor  of  the  claim  of  Dr.  Horace  Wells,  that  he  originated 
the  idea,  and  was  the  first  effectually  to  demonstrate  the  practicability 
of  inducing  a  state  of  insensibility  for  surgical  purposes  by  the  use  of 
substances  inhaled,  we  feel  assured  that  such  was  indisputably  the  fact, 
and  that  to  withhold  from  Dr.  Wells  the  credit  of  this  discovery,  which 
he  generously  gave  to  the  world  without  fee  or  reward,  is  unjust  and 
dishonorable. 

Reeohedy  That  to  bestow  pecuniary  recompense,  or  honors  of  any 
description  upon  those  not  entitled  to  such  testimonials,  to  the  neglect 
of  the  deserving,  is  a  discouragement  to  virtuous  action,  and  we  en- 
treat all  who  are  besought  to  contribute  to  other  claimants  than  Dr. 
Wells,  that  they  candidly  examine  both  sides  of  the  question,  believing 
that  if  this  is  done,  the  cause  of  truth,  which  has  labored  heretc^ore 
under  many  discouragements,  will  triumphantly  vindicate  itself. 

Sesoked,  That  we  consider  it  unworthy  any  member  of  an  honora- 
ble profession  that  he  should  support  claims  for  a  patented  article^ 
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while  Horace  Wells,  nearly  two  years  before,  proclaimed  the  disoov- 
erj  of  the  principle  of  anesthesia,  demonstrated  its  power,  gave  it 
freely  to  the  world,  and  at  Boston,  in  the  very  amphitheatre  of  the 
medical  school,  urged  its  use  upon  the  medical  faculty. 

Betohedj  That  the  pamphlet  called  '^  Anesthesia,''  or  the  testimony 
upon  the  subject,  arranged  by  the  Hon.  Traman  Smith,  collected  from 
a  multitude  of  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  highest  respectability,  is  a  most 
satisfactory  defense  of  Dr.  Wells'  claim,  and  to  it  we  would  refer  any  '^ 

who  are  in  doubt  as  to  the  rightful  discoverer  of  the  aforesaid  princi- 
ple, believing  no  unprejudiced  person  can  arise  fix>m  its  perusal  with 
other  views  than  those  held  by  this  society. 

Re$6U>edj  That  the  thanks  of  this  society  be  given  to  the  Hon.  Tru- 
man Smith,  for  his  able,  honest,  and  zealous  d^ense  of  the  truth,  and 
for  his  aforesaid  work  on  anesthesia,  a  work  which  deserves  the  thanks 
of  the  whole  profession,  and  of  every  lover  of  justice. 

JKssohetly  That  in  approving  the  foiiegoing  resolutions,  we  are  in  no 
way  actuated  by  any  other  motive  than  that  desire  for  truth  wluch 
should  always  govern  our  profession;  that  the  desire  of  establishing 
the  claim  of  Dr.  WeUs  for  the  afinnesaid  discovery,  does  not  arise  from 
the  fiMst  that  he  was  a  resident  of  our  city,  or  t^iat  this  discovery  re-  j 

fleets  honcn*  upon  it:  but  we  feel  that  this  defense  is  a  solemn  duty 
devolving  upon  us  as  a  medical  body,  for  on  whom  should  it  foil  unless 
upon  those  personally,  and  best  acquainted  with  all  the  droumstanoes 
of  the  case,  who  witnessed  the  biith  of  the  great  idea,  and  watched 
its  full  development 

S.  E.  FULLER)  CML 


APPENDIX  B. 


MEMORIAL. 

lat.  Your  memorialists  belieye  it  to  be  a  &ct,  founding  their  belief 
in  part^  on  the  statements  made  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Prison, 
and  in  part  on  the  known  circumstances  in  which  the  prisoners  were 
placed,  that  insanity  in  some  of  its  least  manageable  forms  usually 
exists  there,  and  requires  for  its  cure  the  treatment  which  a  long  ex- 
perience has  proved  to  be  needed  in  such  cases.  The  number  of  those 
who  thciB  suffer  will  doubtless  vary,  as  do  other  forms  of  disease  which 
are  known  to  prevail  there. 

2d.  They  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  State  to  provide  for  such, 
and  for  that  kindred  class  also,  who,  acquitted  of  crime  on  the  ground 
of  insanity,  still  need  careful  restraint,  as  well  as  appropriate  medical 
treatment  and  care ;  and  that  this  provision  should  be  made  without 
reference  primarily  to  its  cost,  but  rather  with  reference  to  the  moral 
obligation  which  it  involves,  which  can  no  more  be  evaded,  than  its  great 
cost  would  at  this  day  be  regarded  as  a  valid  reason  against  providing 
Retreats  for  the  insane,  and  Asylums  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  for 
the  blind. 

3d.  Your  memorialists  have  satisfactory  evidence  both  from  de- 
scription and  eye-witnesses,  abundantly  competent  to  form  a  safe  opin- 
ion, that  the  building  recently  erected  in  connection  with  the  State 
Prison  for  the  use  of  the  classes  above  named,  possesses  the  essential 
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requisites  for  securing  both  the  comfort  and  cure  of  its  inmates,  while 
it  will  effectually  prevent  their  escape.  It  is  open  to  abundant  light, 
is  thoroughly  ventilated,  and  a  large  yard  is  attached  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  the  inmates,  in  which  they  may  be  variously  exercised,  as  their 
respective  cases  require. 

4th.    From  motives  of  economy  as  well  as  convenience,  we  favor 
the  existing  location  of  this  building,  and  believe  that  its  benefits  will 
be  as  many  and  great*  to  its  unhappy  inmates,  as  if  it  were  situated 
14 
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elsewhere,  and  required  a  coipe  of  officers  and  attendants,  cooks  and 
nurses  for  its  exdnsiye  management 

5i}u  We  are  constrained  to  believe  fuitlier,  fiom  the  carefol  study 
of  the  report  under  consideration,  that  the  prison  directors  are  regard- 
ing this  humble  diaritj  too  much  in  its  pecuniary  and  too  little  in  its 
moral  and  religious  aspects,  preferring  to  make  a  creditable  balance- 
sheet  for  the  State,  rather  than  to  honor  its  civilization  and  humanity, 
by  striving  within  reasonable  limits,  to  meliorate  the  dmditkm  of  tlie 
most  wretched  of  those  to  whom  they  are  caUed  to  minister. 

6th.  Finally,  your  Memorialists  cannot  perceive  either  the  expe- 
diency, propriety  or  economy  of  destroying  an  expensive  building — 
for  converting  it  into  a  workshop  virtually  amounts  to  this— every 
way  suited  to  its  purposes,  while  even  now,  in  the  jails  of  our  Com- 
monwealth, possibly  without,  certainly  including  those  in  the  State 
Prison,  enough  to  occupy  at  least  one-half  of  it,  are  very  seriously 
suffering  for  want  of  the  privileges  it  offers,  and  that  too  even  befixre 
it  has  had  an  organization,  or  even  extended  a  helping  hand  to  one 
of  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  erected. 

[Note. — ^The  Legislature  decided  adversely  to  the  prayers  of  the 
Petitioners  and  Memorialists,  and  ordered  the  department  to  be  abol- 
ished without  trial,  and  the  building  be  converted  into  a  workshop. 
The  matter  of  providing  for  the  class  above  referred  to,  was  assigned 
to  a  Committee  for  consideration,  and  report  to  the  next  General  As- 
sembly.] 
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